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NOTE: 


This English rendering of the epic Book ‘SRI RAMA CARITA MANASA’ of 
Goswami Tulsidas is in 7 Volumes. 


The present volume no. 6 has the Sixth Canto of the Book: viz. Lanka Kand. 
The rest of the volumes in this series are as follows:- 
The rest of the volumes in this series are as follows:- 

Volume 1: Ram Charit Manas, Canto 1: Baal Kand 

Volume 2: Ram Charit Manas, Canto 2: Ayodhya Kand 

Volume 3: Ram Charit Manas, Canto 3: Aranya Kand 

Volume 4: Ram Charit Manas, Canto 4: Kishkindha Kand 

Volume 5: Ram Charit Manas, Canto 5: Sundar Kand 


Volume 7: Ram Charit Manas, Canto 7: Uttar Kand 
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Contents of Volume 6: Lanka-Kanda 


1. Preface—Page: 3884 - 3886 
2. The TEXT of SRI RAMA CARITA MANASA, Lanka-Kanda : 


— Page: 3887 — 4533. 


Lanka-Kanda 


Original Text in Hindi + English Transliteration + Exhaustive Exposition in English 
with Explanatory Notes:— 


(1) Invocation : Shloka line nos. 1-5. 


(2) The bridge across the ocean was built, and Lord Ram’s army landed on the soil of 
Lanka, the capital of the demon kingdom led by its king Ravana; the army pitched its 
camp on Mt. Subel : Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Chaupai line no. 
1 that precedes Doha no. 11. 


(3) Lord Ram, Laxman, Sugriv and others surveyed the area from atop this mountain; 
when the news of the arrival of Lord Ram with his huge army of valiant monkey and 
bear warriors reached Mandodari, the wife of the demon king Ravana, she made a 
futile attempt to dissuade her husband from continuing his hostility with the Lord, and 
instead sue for peace in order to avoid a disastrous war : Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 11—to Doha no. 16. 


(4) Lord Ram sent Angad as his emissary to the court of Ravana in a last attempt to 
make peace; a heated argument ensued between Angad and Ravana, at the end of 
which Angad trounced Ravana’s vain pride and returned to Lord Ram with the news 
that there was no scope at all for making peace : Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 17—to Doha no. 35. 


(5) Mandodari makes another futile attempt to make Ravana see the danger of waging 
a deadly war that would lead to his own ruin; the war starts in right earnest with the 
monkey and bears launching a fierce assault on the city of Lanka; the tumult in the 
city; the demons strike back and push the invading army backwards; the brave 
monkey and bear warriors recover and reverse the initial setback by beating the 
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demons back once again; at nightfall the first day’s battle ends : Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 36—to Doha no. 47. 


(6) The battles resumes the next day at dawn; Meghanad, the invincible son of 
Ravana, takes to the battle-field; a ferocious battle ensues; Laxman falls unconscious 
by the arrow shot at him by Meghanad; this was the 2" day of the war : Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 48—to Doha no. 54. 


(7) Hanuman is dispatched to the northern mountains in the Himalayas to bring a 
medicinal herb that would revive Laxman; Hanuman quickly reaches the place where 
the herb was located, but unable to recognize the exact plant he uprooted the whole 
block of the hill-like rock and lifted it on his palm to return to Lanka where Laxman 
lay unconscious on the ground; while on his way back, Hanuman flew over Ayodhya 
where he meets Bharat; upon his return, the correct herb was administered to Laxman 
and he immediately sat up; there was jubilation in Lord Ram’s camp : Chaupai line 
no. | that precedes Doha no. 55—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 62. 


(8) When Ravana came to know that Laxman has been revived back to life, he was 
dumbfounded and crestfallen as this marked the first failure of his son Meghanad to 
eliminate his enemy in any of the wars he had fought in his long life; Ravana forced 
Kumbhakaran, his younger brother, to join the war, which the latter very reluctantly 
agreed to do, even severely admonishing Ravana for his madness in fighting against 
Lord Ram; a fierce battle ensued between Kumbhakaran and Lord Ram, and in the 
end the demon was slayed by the Lord; this was his first big setback of the war for 
Ravana; this marked the end of the 3 day of the war : Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 63—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 72. 


(9) Meghanad comforted his father Ravana and assured him that in the next day’s 
battle (the 4" day) he would teach the enemy a very bitter lesson of his life; unable to 
subdue the Lord’s army even after a full day’s ferocious and relentless battle, 
Meghanad decided to do a fire sacrifice in the night to enable him to get extra powers 
to defeat the enemy the next day; when this news arrived in Lord Ram’s camp, 
Laxman was dispatched with chosen warriors to tackle Meghanad; in the ensuing duel 
Meghanad was slayed by Laxman; this marked the 5 day of the war : Chaupai line 
no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 72—to Doha no. 76. 


(10) With the death of Meghanad, and earlier of Kumbhakaran, Ravana was 
completely devastated, and he had a premonition of an imminent defeat; Mandodari 
made the last desperate attempt to persuade Ravana to stop hostility with Lord Ram to 
preserve himself; but like a person smarting from grave insults and defeats the taste of 
which he had never ever been acquainted with, and who has nothing more to lose than 
what he has already lost, Ravana plunged into the battle himself on the 6" day of the 
war with a formidable ferocity, unmatched valour and dare devilry that a person 
facing a do-or-die situation would display. During this last and final phase of the epic 
War of Lanka that lasted for the next few days, a vicious and bloody battle raged 
between Ravana and his army on one side, and Lord Ram’s army on the opposite side 
in the beginning of this final phase, and a ferocious face-to-face battle took place 
between Ravana and Lord Ram himself in the last stage of the war, at the end of 
which Ravana was finally slayed on the 8'" day of the war. The gods celebrate Lord 
Ram’s victory : Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 77—to Doha no. 103. 
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(11) Mandodari lamented grievously; after the last rites of Ravana were completed, 
Vibhishan was appointed as the next king of Lanka; Sita was reunited with Lord Ram; 
gods prayed to Lord Ram and thanked him for delivering them from the scourge of 
the cruel demons led by Ravana; Lord Ram and his party board the airplane known as 
‘Pushpak’ to return to Ayodhya : Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 104—to 
Doha no. 121. 


With this we come to the end of the present Canto no. 6 called the ‘Lanka Kand’. 
What happened thereafter will be described in the next Volume no. 7 that contains 
Canto no. 7 which is called the ‘Uttar Kand’, and it is the last Canto of Ram Charit 
Manas. 


About the Author : Page 4534 
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SRI RAMA CARITA MANASA 
of 
Goswami Tulasidas 


Canto 6: Lanka-Kanda 


Preface 


The Story so far: Lord Ram and his formidable army of valiant monkey and bear 
watriors arrived at the shore of the ocean, and on the advise of the deity of the ocean 
it was decided that a floating bridge would be constructed across the vast expanse of 
the water to take the colossus army to the island of Lanka which was the capital of the 
demon race led by their king Ravana, and where Sita was incarcerated. 


Now, in this Canto no. 6 called the ‘Lanka Kand’, we shall read about the famous 
Epic War of Lanka. 


When the bridge was completed, Lord Ram consecrated a ‘Shiva Lingam’, which is 
an idol of Lord Shiva, for Shiva was revered by Lord Ram and was the Lord’s 
favourite deity. After worshipping Lord Shiva and invoking his blessings and grace, 
Lord Ram and his army embarked on the mission to vanquish the demons and free 
Sita by crossing over to the other side of the ocean over the floating bridge 
constructed by them, and reach the soil of Lanka. The army pitched its camp on Mt. 
Subel. {Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
1—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 11.} 


Lord Ram, Laxman, Sugriv and others surveyed the area from atop this mountain; 
when the news of the arrival of Lord Ram with his huge army of valiant monkey and 
bear warriors reached Mandodari, the wife of the demon king Ravana, she made a 
futile attempt to dissuade her husband from continuing his hostility with the Lord, and 
instead sue for peace in order to avoid a disastrous war. {Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 11—to Doha no. 16.} 


Lord Ram sent Angad as his emissary to the court of Ravana in a last attempt to make 
peace. A heated argument ensued between Angad and Ravana, at the end of which 
Angad trounced Ravana’s vain pride and returned to Lord Ram with the news that 
there was no scope at all for making peace. {Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 17—to Doha no. 35.} 


Mandodari makes another futile attempt to make Ravana see the danger of waging a 
deadly war that would lead to his own ruin. The war starts in right earnest with the 
monkey and bears launching a fierce assault on the city of Lanka; the tumult in the 
city. The demons strike back and push the invading army backwards, but the brave 
monkey and bear warriors recover soon and reverse the initial setback by beating the 
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demons back once again. At nightfall the first day’s battle ends. {Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 36—to Doha no. 47.} 


The battles resumes the next day at dawn. Meghanad, the invincible son of Ravana, 
takes to the battle-field. A ferocious battle ensues, at the end of which Laxman falls 
unconscious by the arrow shot at him by Meghanad. This was the 2"! day of the war. 
{Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 48—to 
Doha no. 54.} 


Hanuman is dispatched to the northern mountains in the Himalayas to bring a 
medicinal herb that would revive Laxman. Hanuman quickly reaches the place where 
the herb was located, but unable to recognize the exact plant he uprooted the whole 
block of the hill-like rock and lifted it on his palm to return to the ground in Lanka 
where Laxman lay unconscious on the ground. While on his way back, Hanuman flew 
over Ayodhya where he met Bharat. Upon his return, the correct herb was 
administered to Laxman and he immediately sat up. There was jubilation in Lord 
Ram’s camp. {Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 55—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 62.} 


When Ravana came to know that Laxman has been revived back to life, he was 
dumbfounded and crestfallen as this marked the first failure of his son Meghanad to 
eliminate his enemy in any of the wars he had fought in his long life. Ravana forced 
Kumbhakaran, his younger brother, to join the war, which the latter very reluctantly 
agreed to do, even severely admonishing Ravana for his madness in fighting against 
Lord Ram. A fierce, no-holds barred and blood-curdling battle ensued between 
Kumbhakaran and Lord Ram, and in the end the demon was slayed by the Lord. This 
was his first big setback of the war for Ravana. It marked the end of the 3“ day of the 
war. {Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
63—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 72.} 


Meghanad comforted his father Ravana and assured him that in the next day’s battle 
(the 4™ day) he would teach the enemy a very bitter lesson on its life. Unable to 
subdue the Lord’ army even after a full day’s ferocious and relentless battle, 
Meghanad decided to do a fire sacrifice in the night to enable him to get extra powers 
to defeat the enemy the next day. When this news arrived in Lord Ram’s camp, 
Laxman was dispatched with chosen warriors to tackle Meghanad. In the ensuing duel 
Meghanad was slayed by Laxman. This marked the 5 day of the war. {Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 72—to Doha no. 76.} 


With the death of Meghanad, and earlier of Kumbhakaran, Ravana was completely 
devastated and had a premonition of imminent defeat because he lost two of his 
family members, one his son and another his brother, who had always been at his side 
through thick and thin of his long adventurous life. Mandodari made the last desperate 
attempt to persuade Ravana to stop hostility with Lord Ram to preserve himself, but 
like a person smarting from grave insults and defeats, the taste of which he had never 
ever been acquainted with, and who has nothing more to lose than what he has already 
lost, Ravana plunged into the battle himself with a formidable ferocity and unmatched 
valour that a person facing a do-or-die situation would display. The battle between 
Ravana and Lord Ram’s army in the beginning, and between Ravana and Lord Ram 
himself at the later stages of this final phase of the war raged on for several days. 
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Ravana was finally slayed on the 8" day of the war. Then the gods celebrated Lord 
Ram’s victory and showered flowers on him from the heavens. {Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 77—to Doha no. 103.} 


Mandodari lamented grievously. After the last rites of Ravana were completed, 
Vibhishan was appointed as the next king of Lanka. Then Sita was reunited with Lord 
Ram. Gods prayed to Lord Ram and thanked him for delivering them from the 
scourge of the cruel demons led by Ravana. Lord Ram and his party board the 
airplane known as ‘Pushpak’ to return to Ayodhya. This marks the end of Lanka 
Kand. {Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
104— to Doha no. 121.} 


What happened thereafter will be described in the next Volume no. 7 that contains 
Canto no. 7 which is called the ‘Uttar Kand’, and it is the last Canto of Ram Charit 
Manas. 


The remarkable aspect of this war from a spiritual perspective is that Lord Ram, who 
was a manifestation of the Supreme Being, had granted deliverance, emancipation, 
salvation, and eternal bliss and beatitude to the demon brothers Kumbhakaran*1 and 
Ravana*2. Not only them, but the Lord had been so exceptionally graceful that all the 
warriors who had died during the war were given the same treatment as the two 
brothers*3. In the case of Kumbhakaran and Ravana we would discover that they 
were granted special honour by Lord Ram, because when they died their souls 
emerged from their gross bodies to merge with the Supreme Soul represented by Lord 
Ram himself. From a metaphysical perspective, this kind of destiny of the soul is the 
best sort one can expect to attain for one’s self. It is called ‘Moksha’, the final and 
ultimate deliverance of the soul because after this end, there is no return into the cycle 
of birth and death in this mortal world, known as transmigration. 

{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, *1 = Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 71 (Kumbhakaran). 

*2 = Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103 (Ravana). 

*3 = (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 45 (chief demon 
watriors); (ii) Chaupai line nos. 7, 9-10 that precede Doha no. 114 (general demon 
warriors). } 


Another incident that is remarkable in Lanka Kand is the discourse that Lord Ram 
gave to Vibhishan on the battle-field of Lanka. In this discourse, the Lord describes a 
symbolic Chariot that a person can ride to achieve a sure success in life, and 
overcome difficulties that he or she may face during the course of their respective 
lives. It came to be known as the “Dharma Rath of Lord Ram”. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 80 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-11 that precede it. } 


That said, let us now commence with our narration and reading of this wonderful 
Chapter which describes the horrors of war, and how the Epic War of Lanka unfolded 
and ended. 
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SRI RAMA CARITA MANASA 
of 
Goswami Tulasidas 


Canto 6: Lanka-Kanda 


ws OO 
c 
SriRamaCaritaManasa 
sastha sOpana 


(lanka-kanda) 


Reith 


anita armel rfaai Prof FafSoore QI 

Wade Got Geared Tels 

aud puaa Hasta SATS IATA N 2 UI 
Sloka. 


ramam kamari-sévyam bhavabhaya-haranam kalamattébha-simham 
yogindram jhanagamyam gunanidhim-ajitam nirgunam nirvikaram. 1. 
mayatitarh surésam khalavadha-niratam brahmavrndaikadévam 
vandé kandavadatam sarasija-nayanam dévamurvisaripam. 2. 


{Prayer to Lord Ram in order to invoke his blessings and grace. These verses outline 
some of the glorious virtues of Lord Ram.} 

Lord Ram is worshipped, adored and revered by Lord Shiva who had 
vanquished Kamdeo (the patron god of passion, lust and worldly infatuations)’. 

Lord Ram eliminates the mortal fear that a living being suffers from due to the 
endless cycle of transmigration (i.e. of birth and death, together with its 
accompanying pains, grief and horrors) in this gross, mortal world’. 

Lord Ram is like a lion who can easily vanquish the fear from a wild and 
intoxicated elephant symbolizing Kaal (death and time) that torments a creature 
endlessly. [To wit, just like a lion is able to easily kill an elephant, no matter how 
wild, strong and intoxicated the latter is, Lord too is able to eliminate the fear of death 
and adverse times from which a creature suffers endlessly in this world. This implies 
that by taking shelter with Lord Ram and getting an assurance of the Lord’s 
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protection, a creature is assured of peace, succour and solace even during tough and 
turbulent times in his life.] 

Lord Ram is the Lord and the Master of Yogis (ascetics). [Since Lord Ram is a 
manifestation of the Supreme Being, it follows that he obviously is the deity who is 
worshipped by ascetics and other saintly souls not only in his manifested or a visible 
form known as ‘Lord Ram’, but also in his all-pervading and invisible form known as 
supreme cosmic ‘Consciousness’. Ascetics meditate upon Lord Ram by using his 
divine Name “Raam” as a Mantra (spiritual formula) for fulfillment of their spiritual 
objectives. At the same time, Lord Ram is the deity who fulfills the wishes of such 
ascetics, and grants them his grace and protection. ] 

Lord Ram is the object of Gyan (gnosis; enlightenment and spiritual wisdom) 
and is attainable by it. [To wit, the truth of Lord Ram can be known by having Gyan; 
Lord Ram’s truthful form as the cosmic Consciousness and the Supreme Soul of 
creation can only be known and understood by deep study of the scriptures that 
enlighten a person about the Reality and Truth behind what is seen in this artificial 
world by removing all his delusions and doubts. It is also possible by Lord Ram’s 
grace, and to obtain this grace a creature has to have devotion for the Lord.]° 

Lord Ram is an abode (or a treasury) of the best of auspicious virtues and 
excellent characters; he is a personified form or an embodiment of such virtues and 
characters. 

Lord Ram is invincible and unconquerable. 

Lord Ram’s primary form as the Supreme Being or the Parmatma or the 
cosmic Consciousness is invisible and without any attributes. 

Lord Ram is free from any kind of faults or taints associated with this mortal 
world. (Shloka line no. 1) 


Lord Ram is beyond the reach and purview of ‘Maya’ (delusions, confusions, doubts 
and misconceptions that lead to all sorts of consternations and distractions in this 
world). 

Lord Ram is the Lord of all the Gods. 

Lord Ram is vigilant and always ready to get rid of those who are wicked, 
evil, vile and sinful. 

Lord Ram is the only Lord and protector of Brahmins. [To wit, Lord Ram is a 
patron Lord of those who are learned, wise and elderly in the society. The Lord 
protects them against persecution, exploitation and sufferings. | 

Lord Ram has a dark complexion like that of a rain-bearing cloud. [This 
symbolism has great significance. It implies that like the dark clouds that give the 
world its life-line in the form of rain that sustains, protects and fosters life in this 
world, for without rain the entire world would die of thirst and hunger, Lord Ram too 
supports and protects this world by his merciful nature, grace, munificence and 
benevolence. | 

Lord Ram has eyes that are like the petals of a lotus flower. [The petals of the 
lotus flower are regarded as symbols of beauty in classical literature. Hence, it means 
that Lord Ram’s eyes are large, beautiful and attractive. | 

Lord Ram is the King-Emperor of this earth; he is the supreme Authority in 
this world. 

Verily indeed and in all sooth, I reverentially offer my worship and prayers to 
Lord Ram, and seek the Lord’s grace and blessings. (Shloka line no. 2) 
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[Note— This story is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 82—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
88. 


Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 107 (sage Bharadwaj). 


Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that 
precede Doha no. 127 (sage Valmiki); (b) Aranya Kand, (ii) Chaupai line no. 19 that 
precedes Doha no. 11 (sage Sutikshan); (ii1) Chaupai line nos. 5-13 that precede Doha 
no. 13 (sage Agastya).| 


Ate Pritsrate fà Hees VISTA UY A 


Sankhéndvabham-ativasundaratanum Sardiila-carmambaram 
kalavyalakarala-bhusanadharam gangasasanka-priyam. 3. 
kasisam kalikalmasaugha-Samanam kalyana-kalpadrumam 
naumidyam girijapatim gunanidhim kandarpaham sankaram. 4. 


{Prayer to Lord Shiva to invoke his grace. These verses, like the previous set of 
verses that were dedicated to Lord Ram, outline some of the glorious virtues of Lord 
Shiva. } 


Lord Shiva has an attractive body which has a radiant and fair complexion like that of 
a conch and a full moon. 

Lord Shiva wraps himself with the hide of a tiger. [Like a true ascetic, Lord 
Shiva does now wear ordinary clothes to cover his body, but he wraps himself in 
tiger’s skin. ] 

Lord Shiva sports deadly serpents, which are ferocious and hissing like 
personified forms of Kaal (death), as his ornaments. [These snakes form a garland 
around his neck, and a girdle around the matted hairs on his head. Some of these 
snakes lie on his shoulders, with their hoods raised and fangs wagging at evil- 
mongers. | 

Lord Shiva loves the holy river Ganges (that is present on the top of his head, 
locked in the matted hairs that form a virtual crown on Shiva’s head), and the Moon 
(which is present on his forehead in the form of a sickle-shaped curved jewel 
representing the crescent form of the moon). (Shloka no. 3) 


Lord Shiva is the patron deity and the Lord of the holy pilgrim city of Kashi (known 
as Varanasi in modern-day India). 

Lord Shiva is the destroyer of the whole lot of sins, evils and vices that thrive 
during the age of Kali- Yuga. [The ‘Kali-Yuga’ is the fourth of the four-age one cycle 
of creation and destruction of this world. We are currently passing through the Kali- 
Yuga. This era is marked by all sorts of corruptions, sins and evil tendencies; its an 
age when Dharma, or the principles of righteousness, probity, propriety, ethics, 
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goodness etc., becomes defunct. Good characters go downhill and almost vanish, 
while evil characters become ascendant and dominant features. ] 

Lord Shiva is like a Kalpa Tree (which is a legendary evergreen tree of the 
heaven renowned for its mystical powers to grant wishes) that grants auspiciousness 
and welfare in every sphere of life. 


Lord Shiva is the destroyer of Kaamdeo, for the Lord had reduced to ashes the 
patron deity of worldly lust, passions and infatuations to ashes when the latter had 
tried to disturb Shiva’s meditation’. 

Lord Shiva is the Lord and husband of goddess Girija (i.e. Parvati, the 
daughter of the king of the snow-covered mountains known as the Himalayas). 

Lord Shiva is an abode or a treasury of excellent characters and the best of 
auspicious virtues. 

Verily indeed and in all sooth, I reverentially pray and bow before Lord Shiva 
and invoke his grace and blessings. (Shloka line no. 4) 


[Note— This story is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 82—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
88. 

More specifically, refer to: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 87.] 


al carta Gat Tray: haea gA | 
GM CUSHaNSA SE: Vt AAT AU & Ul 


yo dadati satarh Sambhuh kaivalyamapi durlabham. 
khalanam dandakrdyo'sau Sankarah sam tanotu mē. 5. 


Lord Shiva is so merciful, munificent, benevolent and gracious that he would not 
hesitate to liberally grant the ultimate form of deliverance, emancipation and salvation 
that is known as ‘Kaivalya Mukti’ to a dying person, which gives the person’s soul 
(known as the Atma) eternal peace, beatitude and a blissful state, a destiny that is very 
difficult to access as well as a very rare achievement for the soul of a creature’. 

At the same time, Lord Shiva also gives punishment to those who are wicked, 
evil and sinful’. 

Let such a munificent, benevolent, merciful and graceful Lord Shiva grant me 
auspiciousness and welfare. (Shloka line no. 5) 


[Note—'And how does Lord Shiva grant this boon to a dying person? Well, Lord 
Shiva utters the holy name of Lord Ram in the person’s ears, and this acts like a 
magic charm to grant the soul of the dying person the boon of Kaivalya Mukti. Refer 
to: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 19; 
(ii) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 46. 


?To wit, if a person realizes his mistakes in life and yearns for deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation, but finds it difficult to attain due to a variety of factors or 
reasons, then Lord Shiva would come to his aid and grant his soul Kaivalya Mukti. 
But on the other hand, if a person continues with his wicked ways, if he does not 
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mend his ways and refuses to relent and repent, then Lord Shiva has no mercy for 
such an evil person who then faces the Lord’s wrath in the form of punishment that is 
in accordance with the sins and vices of the concerned person. ] 


Qo, wa FAS WA AT aT HT UT AS | 


UST FAT AS WA Chl Hey TT HIS IH I 
doha. 


lava nimésa paramanu juga barasa kalapa sara canda. 
bhajasi na mana tēhi rama ko kalu jasu kodanda. a. 


{The poet-saint Tulsidas exhorts his own self, i.e. his mind and his heart known as the 
‘Mana’, to worship and adore Lord Ram who is none but the Supreme Being himself 
in a physical form. Addressing his Mana, the learned poet says:-} 


‘Oh my Mana! Why don’t you worship Lord Ram and have devotion for the Lord for 
whom the different divisions of Time, extending from a second, a minute and a 
moment, i.e. a fraction of time that is as miniscule as an atom, to as large and 
extensive as a year, an age or an era known as Kalpa (which is the time taken for one 
cycle of birth and destruction of this creation) are like his invincible “arrows”, and for 
whom the factor of Time itself (that is known as ‘Kaal’) is like a “bow” .#’ 

[#This Doha can also be read as follows: “ ‘Oh my dear Mana! Why don’t you 
worship and adore Lord Ram—the Supreme Being whose primary form is cosmic and 
timeless in nature, a form that transcends the boundaries of Time as it is eternal and 
infinite, a form that is all pervading and all-encompassing—for whom the ‘Kaal’ (the 
factor of immortal Time; the factor of Time that precedes this creation and would 
even follow its conclusion) is the cosmic ‘Bow’, and the different divisions of this 
Time factor, both at the microcosmic level as well as the macrocosmic level of 
existence, from the very tiny fractions such as Lava, Nimesh and Parmaanu (referring 
to an hour, a minute and a second), to the cosmic scale of the measurement of Time 
known as Yuga, Varsha and Kalpa (referring to an era, a year and one cycle of 
creation) are different types of ‘Arrows’, fierce and powerful, that the Lord employs 
both for short-range as well as for long-range use respectively.” °] (Doha no. a) 


[Note—This verse refers to the cosmic form of Lord Ram that is known as ‘Brahm’, 
the Supreme Being who represents the cosmic Consciousness. According to the 
metaphysical philosophy of the Upanishads, Brahm extends throughout this creation, 
from one end to another. By citing the Bow and the Arrow of Lord Ram, it is meant 
that being the Supreme Authority and Lord of this creation, Lord Ram controls every 
aspect of it; nothing is beyond his powers and authority. Being almighty and all-able, 
Lord Ram is able to grant all the wishes of his devotees. This being the case, why 
should, and why would, a wise person knock at the door of this and that Lord or 
Master in the hope of getting help from them when Lord Ram is there to fulfill all his 
wishes at one go? 

In this context, refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Lanka Kand, (i) Doha no. 
14—\to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 15 (Mandodari’s vision of the 
cosmic form of Lord Ram); (b) Uttar Kand, (ii) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha 
no. 80—to Doha no. 81 (Kaagbhusund’s vision of the cosmic form of Lord Ram). 
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The factor of Time and how the Supreme Being represented by Lord Ram uses 
it to exercise his control over this creation should be clearly understood. When 
anything comes into existence it has a certain life-span or life-time at the end of which 
time it ceases to exist. This is a universal Law of Nature that is true for everything, 
both at the macrocosmic level of creation and its microcosmic counterpart. Therefore, 
by exercising control over this factor of Time, and ensuring that this Law of Nature 
remains inviolable, the Lord ensures that each and every entity in this creation 
remains within its designated limits. 

The Lord himself also follows this Law of Nature that has been promulgated 
by him—and this is the reason why when the time came for him to leave this world 
and return to his heavenly abode he willingly accepted it and shed his worldly mortal 
coil. This fact is explicitly narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 8, 
verse nos. 9-39 where we read that ‘Kaal’, the god of death, came to Lord Ram and 
reminded him that his time on earth has come to an end, and it would be proper for 
him to return to heaven. The Lord willingly accepted this advice, and thereafter he 
maneuvered things in such a clever way which gave him an excuse to make an 
honourable exit from this mundane, physical and gross world. How Lord Ram steered 
his exit has been narrated in detail in Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 8, verse 
nos. 40-72, and Canto 9, verse nos. 1-67. 

In the current verse we are reading, it is the cosmic form of Lord Ram that is 
being invoked. This form is also known as Brahm in the Upanishads. This form has 
no physical characteristics, for it is without any attributes, is invisible, sublime and 
subtle, is all-pervading and all-encompassing. The Upanishads assert that there is 
nothing beyond Brahm, and this Brahm is a term that is used to refer to the ‘cosmic 
Consciousness’ that is the only Truth in this creation. Without this Consciousness 
there will be no ‘life’ in this world, and a world without life is dead. 

Lord Ram is the Supreme Emperor of this creation, and like an Emperor he 
employs different means to control his realm. At the microcosmic level of creation the 
Lord ensures that the cycle of creation keeps on rotating or moving in the form of 
each passing moment represented by seconds, minutes and hours. Similarly, on a 
larger plane, or at the macrocosmic level, he ensures that the creation slowly revolves 
and changes from one year to another, from one era to the next, and from one cycle of 
creation to the next, a fresh cycle. 

This is like a gigantic wheel rotating slowly but certainly, without pause and 
stopping. Whatever has come into existence would end one day, whether that ‘day of 
end’ is measured in an hour, a year or an era, but the fact is that the end cannot be 
avoided. 

But then, what remains after that ‘end’? It is the immortal Time, known as 
‘Kaal’, that presides the birth and death of everything; it is Kaal that brings about an 
‘end’ of what exists, and it also Kaal that sees the ‘beginning’ of another or a new 
phase of everything. But Kaal has no ‘life’ or ‘authority’ of its own; it is but a tool in 
the hands of Brahm, the Supreme Being, the cosmic Consciousness. Lord Ram 
represents this Brahm. So therefore it follows that Time, known as Kaal, is an 
instrument in the hands of Lord Ram by which he controls this creation. 

And just like the case of an Emperor who presides over a vast administrative 
machinery with a governor at the helm of each division of his extended empire, and 
then appoints other authorities to help these governors to exercise proper control over 
the realm, Lord Ram, in his cosmic role as the Supreme Being, employs Time and its 
various divisions as outlined in this verse to exercise his control over the vast realm 
known as ‘creation’.] 
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[Now, the narration of the Story resumes from where it was paused at the end of 
Sundar Kand, the 5" Canto of this magnificent Book called the ‘Ram Charit Manas’. 
Let us start reading what happened next. ] 


to. fay aaa gA wa Uae afer Wey Sta Hes! g | 
ata facia fe ATA HE Ad Sat HES Ul R N 
Ge UAHA hd Aa Ht ST He 3 | 
qa ATA Aa A AL AS aT ATT AS Ul 
soratha. 


sindhu bacana suni rama Saciva boli prabhu asa kahé'u. 1. 
aba bilambu kēhi kama karahu sētu utarai kataku. 2. 
sunahu bhanukula kétu jamavanta kara jori kaha. 3. 
natha nama tava setu nara cadhi bhava sagara tarahim. 4. 


After hearing the advice of the Deity of the ocean', Lord Ram summoned his advisors 
and ministers (such as Sugriv, Vibhishan, Jamvant, Angad, Hanuman etc.) and 
instructed them: ‘Why are you delaying now? Get cracking immediately and make 
preparations for building a bridge across the ocean so that the army can cross it and 
land on the other shore.’ (Sortha line nos. 1-2) 


Jamvant (the old bear chieftain) joined his hands in prayer and politely submitted to 
Lord Ram, ‘Listen oh Lord Ram who symbolizes the exalted glory of the Solar Race 
(bhanukula kétu). Your divine and holy Name is itself a symbolic bridge which 
helps creatures cross this mundane world of birth and death with its accompanying 
torments and horrors, thereby helping them to attain eternal peace and beatitude’. 
(Sortha line nos. 3-4) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 59 and Chaupai line nos. 
1-4 that follow it. 


*Jamvant said: “Oh Lord, by taking the help of your holy Name a creature easily finds 
liberation and deliverance from this world of transmigration. Your divine Name helps 
the creature’s soul to attain emancipation and deliverance. Your exalted Name 
provides peace, bliss, beatitude and felicity to the tormented creature. 

This being the case, if a creature can be certain to cross this vast ocean-like 
world consisting of an endless cycle of birth and death along with its attendent grief 
and horrors, an ‘ocean’ that seems to have no end in sight, then getting across this 
‘worldly ocean’ is no problem. Of course we have to construct a bridge, but your 
Name is so powerful that if it is constructed by invoking your Name each time its 
blocks are put into the water then it is assured that they will never sink, and so by 
employing this method we will be able to build the bridge step by step.” ] 


dio, Ae Ae Wee ata chit ANT 1 STA A UP he UAT I g Ul 
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WY Wa asa UAT ares Germ Tahara are tt 2 
aa fg aR cet Bet IMT 1 aS Tee was aS TANT 3 1 
am aR sepia vata tt are ate cya at ST 3 M 


caupa’. 


yaha laghu jaladhi tarata kati bara. asa suni puni kaha pavanakumara. 1. 
prabhu pratapa baravanala bhari. sosé'u prathama payonidhi bari. 2. 
tava ripu nari rudana jala dhara. bhare'u bahori bhaya'u tehim khara. 3. 
suni ati ukuti pavanasuta kéri. harase kapi raghupati tana héri. 4. 


[Jamvant continued—] In the context of what I have just said, what does this humble 
worldly ocean mean? [If your Name is so powerful that it enables the creature to cross 
over the infinite ocean of transmigration, than what is there to worry about this 
worldly ocean which has a limited dimension, especially when you yourself are 
present here to tame is and help us to cross over it?]” 

Hearing these words of Jamvant, the son of the wind god (Hanuman) said --- 


(1), 


‘Oh Lord (prabhu)! Your majesty’s anger had created such a fierce underwater fire 
known as ‘baravanala”’ that it has already dried up the ocean. What is seen now is 
salty water that has filled the cavity that was formed when the original water was 
evaporated. (2) 


The emptied cavity or trough of the ocean was then filled with streams of tears shed 
by your enemy’s wives, and that is why the water of the ocean is so salty and 
alkaline®.’ (3) 


Hearing this witty observation of the son of the wind god (Hanuman), all the 
assembled monkeys and bears glanced at Lord Ram and marvelled at this idea, feeling 
joyous in their hearts. [To wit, everyone heard Hanuman’s witty statement and 
thoroughly enjoyed it.]* (4) 


[Note—'Jamvant said: “Oh Lord! If your Name is so powerful, potent, majestic and 
authoritative that by merely remembering it and invoking its mystical powers a 
creature is able to help his soul cross over the endless barriers that come in the way of 
his liberation and deliverance from the cycle of transmigration that is like a huge 
cosmic ocean without any end, then this body of water which lies in the front, and 
which the world likes to call an ‘ocean’, is of no consequence, for its dimensions are 
equivalent to a small puddle of water collected in the hollow made in the ground by 
the hoof of a cow as compared to the dimensions of the ocean symbolizing the cycle 
of birth and death which the creature crosses easily by simply relying on the mystical 
powers of your holy and divine Name. So therefore, there is nothing to worry about. 
Just issue your instructions and see how we tame this ocean.’ 


The “baravanala fire” is the fierce fire that burns in the bowls of the earth, 
underneath the bed of the ocean. It is believed that it keep the water of the ocean 
warm and helps sustain a rich culture of marine life, both zoological and botanical, 
even in great depths of the ocean, a life which would otherwise have died due to 
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constant dampness and coldness of the water. The existence of this life-sustaining 
underwater fire is the reason why liquid water and marine life are sustained even 
under glaciers that would have otherwise frozen everything under them. 

Like overland volcanoes, this underwater fire also erupts once in a while, 
giving rise to spouts of water and steam that are observed rising from the surface of 
the ocean at some places. It is also this underwater fire that produces ‘hot water 
springs’. 

Perhaps it was produced at the time when the ocean was vigorously churned 
by the gods and the demons in some ancient time in search of the ambrosia known as 
‘Amrit. In order to churn the celestial ocean they used Mt. Madrachal as the churning 
rod, and it was placed on the bed of the ocean. The vigorous turning of this ‘rod’ 
created friction that produced the ‘baravanala’. 

Another possibility is that some drops of the exceedingly hot and corrosive 
‘Halal poison’ that was produced due to this churning may have fallen in the ocean, 
which in turn not only heated its water but also caused it to become corrosive. In due 
course of time this Halal poison so much affected the rocks already present in the 
water that they formed into corals. 

According to ‘Kalki Puran’, when Lord Shiva produced the shaft of fire that 
burned Kamdeva (because this god of passion was tormenting the Lord and disturbing 
his meditation), the creator Brahma intervened to stop further destruction in this 
creation. Brahma converted this horrifying dart of fire into a ‘sea-horse’ and sent it to 
the ocean in an attempt to cool it down. The marine creature of this name and the 
underwater fire were the result of this. 

Valmiki Ramayan says that the ‘baravanala’ is the anger of a sage named 
Aurtva, and it is this fire that one day would heat the ocean so much that it would 
eventually evaporate and dry up, leading to an end of all water resources that cool this 
world that would eventually result in the extinction of all life on earth as it becomes a 
hot ball of fire. 

Another narrative appears in Padma-Puran, Shristi-Khand, Pushkar- 
Mahatamya where it is said that Saraswati, the goddess of wisdom, was asked by the 
creator Brahma to take the golden pot full of eternally burning fire from the 
possession of Lord Vishnu and keep it in the custody of the god of the ocean because 
the creator feared this pot could fall in the hands of the demons who had many a times 
attacked heaven. 


*We have read earlier that Lord Ram had prepared to shoot his fiery arrow or missile 
at the ocean to burn it and dry it up, when the Deity of the ocean appeared before the 
Lord and pleaded for mercy. The Ocean asked the Lord to shoot the arrow in the 
‘northern direction’. The Lord shot his arrow as requested. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 57—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 60.} 

But then what might have happened? This fierce and hot arrow dried up the 
water body where it landed, and then bored itself into its bed. Since the water was 
shallow and it dried up quickly, the arrow was not sufficiently cooled down, and so 
when it drilled itself into the earth it made the bowls of the earth hot too. This event 
could have produced an event that in modern times we can liken to an underground 
nuclear explosion. This phenomenon not only heated the bowls of the earth and dried 
up the water where the arrow landed but it also contaminated all the water that had 
any link with the water body where the arrow landed, i.e. the lagoon that was referred 
to by the Ocean, and at which Lord Ram had shot his arrow. 
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This is possibly why the entire ocean became corrosive, and this is also what 
might have caused the underground fire, because the red hot arrow may have ignited 
the vast underground reservoir of natural gas and oil that lies under the bed of the 
ocean. 

In Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 82-83 we 
read that the “Lord’s formidable arrow returned to his quiver after successfully 
completing its assignment”. This means in practical terms that the entire stretch of 
water, from where the Lord stood now till the place where the arrow was initially shot 
at, was dried up by the Lord’s missile. 

Then how was the cavity of the ocean filled again? Hanuman gives here an 
interesting way how it may have happened, and why the ocean became saline and 
corrosive. He says that when the original water, that was sweet, evaporated due to the 
heat of Lord Ram’s arrow, the empty cavity was filled by streams of tears of the 
wives of demon warriors who wept bitterly at the prospect of the death of their male 
relatives in the war that loomed on the horizon of Lanka. These tears formed streams 
that flowed into the empty ocean just like ordinary rivers today do when they fall into 
the ocean. This imagery is indeed a fantastic and a wonderful way of depicting an 
event that may have actually happened long-long ago! 

Was it possible for the ocean to dry up instantly while everyone was observing 
it, and then how did it get so quickly filled with the tears of the ladies of the demon 
warriors? What did Hanuman actually mean? Well, from the more practical 
perspective Hanuman meant that from the time Lord Ram decided to go to Lanka to 
eliminate the demons, his anger was seething inside him much like the underground 
fire that burns invisibly inside the earth. This wrath of the Lord had quietly dried up 
the ocean, and by the time they reached its shores it was filled by the tears of weeping 
demon ladies. 

Why were the demonesses so sure that their male relatives would all die? 
Well, the whole city of Lanka had witnessed what havoc Hanuman had unleashed 
when he had burnt it down during the time he had gone there in search of Sita. In fact, 
large numbers of demon warriors were already killed in the skirmishes they had with 
Hanuman at that time. So the signs were loud and clear: that doom was not far away. 
So the demonesses wept and grieved bitterly, shedding tears endlessly that flowed 
into the cavity of the ocean.] 


“Everyone present heard Hanuman’s witty observation and thoroughly enjoyed the 
subtle sense of humour it contained. They glanced at the Lord to see how he reacted 
to Hanuman’s reasoning, and when they saw him smile they understood that he too 
enjoyed the wit of Hanuman. After the somber situation that had just ended with the 
Ocean succumbing to the Lord, it was a pleasant turn of events. An otherwise serious 
and grave atmosphere was suddenly changed into a pleasant one by Hanuman, lifting 
everyone’s spirits and sending a ripple of laughter in the rank and file of the Lord’s 
army. Of course, Lord Ram too enjoyed and appreciated it.] 


Wad Stet Vs Us Act Aa AT HAT AAs N & I 
TH Ware Oat ws rel EE Sd Wars Hs ATT UG M 
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jamavanta bolé do'u bhā'. nala nilahi saba katha suna’. 5. 
rama pratapa sumiri mana mahim. karahu sétu prayasa kachu nahim. 6. 


Jamvant (the bear chieftain) called the two brothers Nala and Neela, and told them 
about everything. [Jamvant related to the two brothers what the Deity of the ocean 
had told Lord Ram a little while ago—that to cross the ocean a bridge across the 
surface of the water had to be constructed, and for this purpose the two brothers, Nala 
and Neela, were fully qualified and very competent'.] (5) 


He exhorted them to start the construction of the bridge forthwith, saying, ‘You must 
remember the glory of Lord Ram and feel rest assured that you would be successful in 
constructing the bridge. So don’t worry. Building this bridge will not need any great 
effort, and you will be able to do it as if it was a mere sport for you.’ (6) 


[Note—'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that 
precede Doha no. 60.] 


afer fore aft Frnt cert | uhe arg aa He ANT 9 1 


TH OT Chat ST NE | hih Uae Mey HT HEI 2 N 
Tag Hehe fae qe | ag Aaen fits oh Far eu 


qA cate rey et ChAT EAT | A TEST WATT AAT Il Fo N 


boli li'€ kapi nikara bahori. sakala sunahu binati kachu mori. 7. 

rama carana pankaja ura dharahu. kautuka ēka bhalu kapi karahu. 8. 
dhavahu markata bikata barutha. anahu bitapa girinha kē jutha. 9. 
suni kapi bhalu calé kari hūhā. jaya raghubira pratapa samuha. 10. 


After briefing Nala and Neela, Jamvant summoned large number of monkey and bear 
warriors and addressed them as follows: ‘I pray to all of you to listen to my little 
request. (7) 


This request is a simple one. First invoke the glory of Lord Ram and enshrine his holy 
feet in your hearts, and then engage yourselves in a little sporting activity’. (8) 


All of you who are full of daring and courage must get cracking immediately. Run in 
all the directions, wherever you wish to go. Find trees and rocks, pick them up, and 
bring them here as fast as you can.’ (9) 


As soon as the multitudes of monkeys and bears heard this instruction they gave out a 
thunderous cheer (as there was nothing better they could have been asked to do). Then 
they embarked on this mission instantly, with immense zeal and energy. 

They enthusiastically applauded Lord Ram and exclaimed in unison, ‘Hail 
Lord Ram; Glory to you. [Oh Lord, off we go! Just wait for some more time and see 
what wonder unfolds right in front of you.]’ (10) 


[Note—'Jamvant told the assembled monkey and bear warriors, “Listen my friends! 
What I will now ask you to do is something all of you will enjoy doing. You have 
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always been playing around with huge trees and their branches, and you have always 
enjoyed throwing big boulders and rocks here and there as well at each other 
playfully. I mean that you have been doing this since your childhood days; all of you 
are habituated in uprooting great trees and rocks, and using them as tools for your 
games and other sporting activities. Now well, it is the time to employ this skill and 
put it to some good use. 

I am absolutely sure that you will thoroughly enjoy this activity—of uprooting 
trees and boulders and rocks from wherever you can find them, and then bringing 
them here and dumping them into the ocean so that Nala and Neela could use them to 
build a bridge. So go ahead and enjoy yourselves! 

Remember: Never earlier you had a chance of being actually asked to uproot 
trees and dislodge rocks and boulders from hills and mountains, and then get praised 
for this mischievous deed of yours. Since this is a natural game for you, since it is a 
habit for all of you, and the icing on the cake is that now you are being actually asked 
to do it instead of being reprimanded for it, so get cracking immediately and 
thoroughly enjoy this freedom to engage in an activity that suits your natural 
temperament. This is a sort of a boon for you. So go ahead; you have my permission. 
Good luck!”’] 


do. alfa sda fit aren afè Afè sats | 
ant afé at ates Tals A Ad STATS N g M 
doha. 


ati utanga giri padapa Iilahim léhim utha’i. 
ani deéhim nala nilahi racahim tē sētu bana’i. 1. 


The huge army of monkeys and bears got a bonanza of their lives. They uprooted 
large trees as well as stones, boulders and rocks of all sizes and shapes from 
mountains and hills, and brought them immediately to the shore of the ocean. There 
they handed their collection over to Nala and Neela who used these trees, stones, 
boulders and rocks to construct the floating bridge across the width of the ocean in a 
step-by-step manner. (Doha no. 1) 


[Note—We must remember that Nala and Neela were blessed by a boon that anything 
they touched would float on the water. So it means that the rocks and boulders which 
the warriors brought were first handed over to the two brothers, and not directly 
dumped into the water because then they would have sunk. When Nala and Neela 
touched these heavy rocks and boulders they began floating. There was of course no 
problem with tree trunks as they naturally float on the surface of the water. 

Nala and Neela had merely to put these trees, stones, rocks and boulders into 
their proper position and tie them up. Perhaps they first tied up the trees using thick 
but soft stems and creepers as twines, and then over this temporary float they placed 
the rocks and the boulders, fixing them tightly over the tree trunks that acted as rough 
wooden planks over which slabs of stones were placed to make a strong floating 
bridge. 

It has also been said that the stones that were used to construct this miraculous 
bridge were actually porous and light, and not solid rocks, thereby enabling them to 
float on the surface of the water instead of sinking. 
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A very interesting question arises here: Ravana was surely informed by his 
spies on this development, that a bridge is being constructed. Why then did he not 
react; why did he not do anything to disrupt it somehow even if his attempt failed? 

There are two ways to look at the answer of this question. One is that Ravana 
wanted to find deliverance from his evil body of a demon, and it was for this purpose 
he had abducted Sita in the first place as this would force Lord Ram to come and kill 
him. This ‘killing’ of his gross body would free his soul that was trapped in it. So 
therefore, inspite of all the pretensions of hostility, boastful talk and angry posturing, 
Ravana secretly welcomed the move of building the bridge as this would ensure that 
Lord Ram actually came to Lanka. 

Ravana actually wished that the Supreme Being in the physical form of Lord 
Ram set his holy feet on the soil of Lanka which would purify his land. Not only this, 
being a magnanimous and generous king, albeit of the evil demon race, he wished that 
all other demons of his race could also find liberation and spiritually benefit by the 
actual presence of the Supreme Lord in their midst. This being his desire, why would 
he disrupt the bridge? 

There is another angle to the reason why Ravana did not do anything to break 
the bridge while it was still under construction. He was so extremely deluded about 
his own powers, strength, invincibility and authority that he was sure that the Deity of 
the ocean would never ever dare to offend him by allowing his enemy Lord Ram to 
get across. He was therefore sure that the ocean is playing some trick on the Lord by 
seemingly being cooperative, but would suddenly break the bridge either before its 
completion, or when the whole army of Lord Ram was on it while crossing to Lanka. 
In the former case, both Nala and Neela, along with their aides, would be drowned, 
and so there would be no one left to continue with the bridge. It would also 
completely demoralize the rest of the Lord’s army. In the second case—when the 
ocean would make the bridge collapse while the army was mid-way across it, it would 
be the end of the whole story. 

Besides this, even in the remote chance of the ocean betraying Ravana, the 
latter felt that the demon warriors were strong and powerful enough to easily get rid 
of the invaders. Or, he would cut the bridge himself from the place where it touched 
the soil of Lanka at the right time. He minced no words in this regard when later on in 
the story we read that he first reassured his wife Mandodari that there is nothing to 
fear because not even gods dared to stand before him so what is there to worry about 
monkeys, bears and humans—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 8. 

Then, when the Lord’s army actually launched the attack, Ravana thought that 
his demon warriors would easily overcome the enemy by simply eating them up as it 
was the habit of meat-eating demons. So he ordered his hungry demons to ‘go and eat 
those monkeys and bears and human brothers alive’—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, (1) Chaupai line nos. 6-9 that precede Doha no. 8; and (ii) Chaupai line 
nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 40. 

So, the deluded and over-confident Ravana, who was too haughty, proud and 
egoist to come to terms with ground realities that there was someone stronger and 
more powerful than him in this world, decided to ‘wait and watch’ while the bridge 
was being constructed. In the end when Lord Ram’s army succeeded to cross the 
ocean and land on the soil of Lanka, and this news was conveyed to Ravana, he was 
absolutely shocked, stunned and amazed as he had never ever imagined even in his 
wildest of dreams that this thing, of crossing the virtual un-crossable ocean, is actually 
possible. His astonishment and inability to digest this bit of news is clearly mentioned 
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in (i) Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 5; and (ii) Devi Puran Mahabhagvat 
Ramayan, Canto 40, verse no. 8. We shall be reading them by-and-by. ] 


dio, Get foraret srt aft eet | cham sa Aer Ae A NT N g N 
dfa Aq sift dat teat | Re Hora AA SST I 2 N 
TRA Tal SAA Ge Me aR aa ars AS STAT 1 3 N 
woftes set Gy AAT LA eet WT HTT UI ¥ N 
caupa’. 


saila bisala ani kapi déhim. kanduka iva nala nila tē lehim. 1. 

dēkhi sētu ati sundara racana. bihasi krpanidhi bolé bacana. 2. 

parama ramya uttama yaha dharani. mahima amita ja'i nahim barani. 3. 
kariha'um iham sambhu thapana. mōrē hrdayam’ parama kalapana. 4. 


The monkeys (and bears) brought heavy rocks and boulders and handed them over to 
Nala and Neela who received them as if they were balls. [To wit, the warriors brought 
the large rocks and boulders and simply flung them towards Nala and Neela, who 
caught them like one catches a football.] (1) 


When Lord Ram, who is an ocean of mercy, saw the progress of the construction of 
this wonderful bridge that looked exceptionally magnificent and wondrous as it 
stretched in front of him as far as the eyes could see (i.e. appearing to touch the 
horizon), he was very glad and fascinated’. He marvelled at this sight, smiled and said 


--- (2), 


‘This land is very beautiful, charming and auspicious. Its glory and importance cannot 
be sufficiently described’. (3) 


I wish to sanctify it by establishing (consecrating) Lord Shiva here (in the form of his 
Lingam). 

[To wit, I will make this land holy and purified by establishing an idol of Lord 
Shiva here and consecrate it. I will sanctify this place by worshipping Lord Shiva first 
before setting my foot on the bridge.]° 

This has been the cherished wish of my heart for long; I had imagined that I 
would be able to fulfill my heart’s wish soon, and I had been planning to do it for a 
long time.’ (4) 


[Note—'Lord Ram stood on the shore and gazed at this fascinating sight of the 
construction of the bridge and its rapid progress into the distant horizon. He watched 
amused as thousands of his warriors were singing and dancing merrily as they 
untiringly and full of enthusiasm brought boulders and rocks and trees and creepers of 
all imaginable sizes, shapes and denominations, either dumping them on the shore of 
the ocean to be used later when required, or directly passing them over to those who 
were engaged in helping Nala and Neela in the construction work. 

The Lord surveyed his surroundings: to his left, right and front stretched a vast 
expanse of water of the ocean. A pleasant breeze blew from all the directions. There 
was a chorus of noises made by the excited monkey and bear warriors who sang, 
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cheered and joked with each other, encouraging their companions and boosting the 
energy of one another. 

Lord Ram marvelled at this fascinating scene and smiled in amusement. He 
called his trusted lieutenant Sugriv to his side and shared his joy with him. Then the 
Lord said, “Look Sugriv! Behold this wonderful sight. Look around yourself and see 
how beautiful the scene is. It’s awe-inspiring and most fascinating, is it not? Well, I 
had an inspiration. While our troops are engaged in the construction of this bridge, 
which is obviously going to take some time during which period we have some free 
time in our hands, it is my earnest wish to utilize it to honour and worship Lord Shiva. 
My friend, it is an established tradition that one should worship one’s revered deity 
and seek the latter’s blessings before starting on an enterprise. So let me first pay my 
obeisance to Lord Shiva whom I adore, and who himself adores me, during the free 
time that we have before the bridge is completed, for once it is finished there would 
be no time to be lost. Hence, summon those warriors who are free and not directly 
engaged in the construction work, and send them to nearby sages, hermits and seers 
with an invitation for them to come here to attend the consecration ceremony of Lord 
Shiva’s Lingam which I propose to establish here. This will not only sanctify this 
place but also ensure that the bridge is completed without any hurdle.” 


*-Why is this land so special? And why did Lord Ram wish to worship Lord Shiva 
here before embarking on his mission to Lanka? Now, let us examine these points one 
by one. 


First, let us see why Lord Ram worshipped Lord Shiva. There are a variety of reasons 
why Lord Ram worshipped and prayed to Lord Shiva before he set foot on the bridge 
and his actually embarking on his campaign to eliminate the cruel demons in Lanka. 
Let us see some of the most important reasons. 

When the bridge across the ocean was getting ready and Lord Ram was about 
to embark on his military campaign to Lanka with his majestic and vast army not only 
to free his wife Sita from the captivity of the demon king Ravana but also to 
eliminate, with freeing Sita as an obvious excuse, the cruel and sinful demons from 
the world so that the rest of the creatures can live fearlessly in peace and harmony, 
and the laws of Dharma can be restored, he decided to offer his worship to Lord Shiva 
and pay his obeisance to the latter. 

Before launching any enterprise it is necessary and prudent to offer one’s 
respects and worship to one’s chosen deity to invoke the latter’s blessing, good wishes 
and patronage. Lord Shiva is not only the revered God of the whole world in general 
as he is the ‘Maha-Deva’, the ‘Great God’, but is also the God revered by Lord Ram 
himself, as well as the patron God of Ram’s arch enemy and rival Ravana, the king of 
Lanka and of the demon race. 

So therefore, Lord Ram offered his worship to Lord Shiva before he stepped 
on the bridge to launch his campaign for the conquest of Lanka. It was on this 
occasion that Lord Ram praised Shiva and declared that if anyone wants to have 
devotion for him (Ram as an incarnation of the Supreme Being) then it is ordained 
upon him to first offer his respects and worship to Lord Shiva. 

Lord Shiva was not an ordinary god; he is honoured by the epithet of ‘Maha- 
Deva’, i.e. a ‘Great God’. Amongst all the gods of the Hindu pantheon, Lord Shiva 
occupies a very important and revered place; he is regarded as being the wisest, the 
most enlightened and extremely self-realised amongst all the gods. Whenever the 
gods needed help they approached him for correct guidance. It is narrated in the book 
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‘Ram Charit Manas’ that when the cruelty and terror unleashed by the demons led by 
Ravana reached a point that was intolerable and the whole creation began to suffer, all 
the gods and mother earth first approached the Creator (Brahma) for help. Controlling 
Ravana was beyond his means, so he suggested to the group that they pray to Lord 
Vishnu who would surely help them as he is responsible for the safety, security and 
welfare of this creation. Now the big question was where to find Vishnu. It was then 
that Lord Shiva intervened and advised that the Supreme Being, Lord Vishnu, is 
available wherever his devotees seek him if they pray to him with sincerity and 
devotion. So on his advice, all the gods, including Brahma himself, prayed to Lord 
Vishnu who revealed himself and assured the assembled gods that he will come down 
to earth in the form of Lord Ram to take care of things. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 184—to Doha no. 187. 

Since it was Lord Shiva who showed the gods the correct way to access Lord 
Vishnu, so when the latter manifested himself as Lord Ram he now wished to request 
Shiva to do the same to him, i.e. to show him the path to victory, because Lord Shiva, 
being very wise and enlightened, knows the correct path that would help anyone to 
achieve his desired goal. 

The second reason is this: Lord Shiva is the third God of the Trinity, the others 
being Lord Vishnu, the protector and sustainer of creation, and Lord Brahma who is 
the creator. Lord Shiva represents the deity that presides over the third phase of 
creation, i.e. the end of creation. Therefore, Shiva is responsible for bringing to a 
conclusion or an end to one cycle of creation that was started by Brahma and looked 
after by Vishnu. This being the case, Lord Ram thought it fit to seek Shiva’s 
permission and blessing before he moves ahead with his mission of bringing to and 
end of the demon race that was evil and sinful. There were many other demons whom 
Lord Ram had eliminated or killed earlier, but those were isolated cases and that did 
not involve the extinction of an entire clan or a whole community of demons as would 
be done during the forthcoming war at Lanka. So it was absolutely necessary for Lord 
Ram to seek Lord Shiva’s permission to do so as mass extinction of a race, a clan or a 
community, or bringing to an end of an era, falls within Shiva’s jurisdiction. 

The third reason: Lord Ram is an exceptionally merciful and compassionate 
Lord God. He was not happy that he would become an instrument of mass death and 
destruction of the demons, but he couldn’t help because he was also the protector and 
well-wisher of this creation, responsible for maintaining peace, security, law and 
order in the world, and as these demons had caused so much untold misery and 
suffering in the world, tormenting all its creatures, it became obligatory for Lord 
Vishnu, Lord Ram’s primary form, to step in to end this horror and mayhem. So while 
compelled to kill and eliminate the demons Lord Ram also wished that their souls 
found deliverance, emancipation and salvation, instead of being condemned to hell. 
This only Lord Shiva could do. Lord Shiva utters the holy Name of Lord Ram in the 
ears of dying creatures so that they find eternal freedom from the cycle of 
transmigration, and attain emancipation and salvation, i.e. attain ‘Moksha’—this fact 
is mentioned in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 19; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 46; (iii) Chaupai line no. 
1 that precedes Doha no. 119. 

Had Lord Ram been vengeful and wanted the demons to ‘go to hell’, he would 
have invoked and worshipped Yama, the god who presides over hell, and definitely 
not Lord Shiva who gives liberation and deliverance to the soul of a dying creature. 

The fourth reason: Shiva worships Lord Ram as his favourite deity, and he 
uses Lord Ram’s holy Name as a Mantra (a divine, spiritual formula) for the purpose 


3903 


of Dhyan (meditation) and Japa (repetition). In fact, the whole Story of Lord Ram, 
known as the Ramayana, was originally conceived by Lord Shiva in his heart while 
meditating. So therefore, Lord Ram wished to pay his obeisance to Lord Shiva and 
show due respect to him by worshipping him and praying to him to reciprocate the 
latter’s devotion for the former. 

The fifth reason: It is a normal practice to first worship one’s revered deity and 
seek the latter’s blessings before one launches a project or embarks on a strategic 
mission, especially the one that was as important as the campaign to eliminate the 
cruel demons in the war of Lanka, a mission that was full of hazards and 
uncertainties. 

The sixth reason: Ravana worshipped Lord Shiva and was his great devotee. 
So it was strategically important for Lord Ram to first seek Shiva’s blessings and take 
him into confidence before launching his campaign to vanquish Ravana. It must be 
remembered that it was Lord Shiva who had showed the gods the way to invoke Lord 
Vishnu and ask him to get rid of the demons led by Ravana. So now Lord Ram wishes 
to remind Shiva of that day and seek his help; this would ensure that Shiva did not 
favour Ravana when the war actually begins even in the case of Ravana attempting to 
seek Shiva’s favour to escape death. 

The seventh reason: Ravana worships Lord Shiva, and therefore he would 
never come to attack Lord Ram and his companions during the time Lord Shiva’s 
worship is in progress. This will ensure that the bridge would be constructed without 
interference and much of a trouble from the demons. 


Now, let us examine the second point. This land was beautiful because the ocean here 
was calm as compared to other shores where it roars in a frightful way. The reason is 
that Lord Ram had tamed it and overcome its arrogance. 

This place also marked the spot where for the first time in human history 
someone had built a floating bridge across the deep and churning waters of the ocean. 
It was no ordinary bridge; it successfully carried the weight of an entire army of 
monkeys and bears numbering in countless hundreds and thousands. And they weren’t 
quietly strolling across it; they were jumping and dancing and stamping their feet 
heavily on the bridge all the way across it. This means that the bridge was 
exceptionally strong and sustainable. 

There was ocean on three sides—east, west and south. It was a point on land 
from where one could see both the sunrise and the sunset in the east and the west 
respectively, making it a unique place geographically. The ocean lying to the south 
was the one that was needed to be bridged and crossed, and this bridge extended over 
the surface of the water as far as the eyes could see. Remember: Lanka was at a 
distance of 100 Yojan (approximately 800 miles) from this shore, and so the bridge 
obviously was also of the same length. This effectively divided the ocean into two 
parts—one that was to the east of this causeway, and one that was to the west of it. 
This presented a wonderful sight—the hitherto undivided ocean was now virtually 
partitioned into two! It was a ‘beautiful’ sight. 

A soothing and cool breeze blew in from the three directions, the left, the right 
and the front, where the ocean was present. This made the atmosphere very pleasant. 

This land also marked the place from where the Supreme Being finally 
launched his mission of eliminating the cruel demons to free the world from their 
tyranny and horror. But the war that led to the death of these demons was actually a 
blessing in disguise for them, for their souls were liberated and all the demons found 
salvation. 
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This land was the spot that marked the dawn of a new era of peace and 
tranquility in this world. It also marked the place where hopelessness turned into 
hope, where gloom gave way to cheer, where despair yielded to success. 

Symbolically, this magnificent bridge represented a creature’s effort to cross 
over from his mundane worldly existence mired by grief and worries, by making a 
little effort on his part and also by relying on the strength of Lord Ram’s blessings and 
grace, to a new world of glory and happiness—because now Lord Ram would not 
only free the world from the horrors of the demons but would also free Sita from her 
captivity and distressful existence. In the process, the Lord would also free the souls 
of the demons and grant them a destiny that they would not ordinarily have imagined 
they could have ever attained. ] 


Gf mia ag ad Gare | ara ener Sift A SAT NG N 
fort fà Aafaa ak ast faa ear fra ate A SST tg Ut 


suni kapisa bahu duta patha'é. munibara sakala boli lai a'é. 5. 
linga thapi bidhivata kari puja. siva samana priya mohi na duja. 6. 


Hearing Lord Ram’s wishes, the king of the monkeys, i.e. Sugriv, sent many 
messengers who went hastily in all the directions. They brought with them all the 
great sages and seers they could find to participate in this auspicious ceremony’. (5) 


Then, Lord Ram duly established and consecrated an idol of Lord Shiva, known as the 
“Lingam”, and worshipped it as per established tradition. After completing the 
worshipping rituals and paying his obeisance to Lord Shiva, Lord Ram declared, 
‘There is no one who is as dear as Lord Shiva is for me’. (6) 


[Note—'The fact that a number of sages and seers were called to attend this 
consecration ceremony at such a short notice shows that they lived not far away. 
There was not much time in hand as the construction of the bridge was already 
underway, and no time could be wasted once it was finished. 

This means that these sages and seers lived in the kingdom of Kishkindha and 
its nearby areas. Why were they called? Lord Shiva’s “Lingam” had to be duly 
consecrated and worshipped, and for this purpose learned sages who were well-versed 
in worship rituals were needed. 

A very important point can be inferred here. Ravana, though reviled as being a 
blood-thirsty demon who was a terror for sages and seers, killing them at will, was not 
after all as cruel and merciless as he has been painted out to be—for it is obvious that 
many sages, hermits and seers lived around the area so close to the shore of the ocean 
from where Lanka was merely 800 miles away. These sages and seers had no fear 
from Ravana while coming to attend Lord Ram’s ceremony though they were fully 
aware that the Lord was about to launch a campaign against Ravana and was 
determined to eliminate the demons. 

It is also possible that since the invitation sent to them was for attending a 
consecration ceremony of Lord Shiva’s Lingam, they could not refuse even if they 
had some fear for their safety. But they knew Ravana and his nature well; they knew 
that Ravana was a great devotee of Lord Shiva, and so definitely he would never 
create any hindrance in worshipping Lord Shiva, and equally surely he would not 
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harm anyone who was worshipping Lord Shiva or had come expressly for such 
worship. 


"Here and in the verses that follow herein below, Lord Ram hints at the reason why he 
has worshipped Lord Shiva—it is because he adores and loves Shiva more than any 
other god.] 


fara Stat Fa ETA Hava VAT A aS Alle A Gra N O N 
Pent fare sift ae at Var arent Ae Ala aT? N 


siva drohi mama bhagata kahava. sO nara sapanéhum mohi na pava. 7. 
sankara bimukha bhagati caha mori. sO naraki mūrha mati thor. 8. 


Anyone who is inimical to Lord Shiva and claims to be my devotee then let it be clear 
to him that he can never attain me or find me even in his dreams. (7) 


A person who is opposed to Lord Shiva and then expects to have Bhakti (devotion) 
for me is utterly stupid and ignorant. He is committing a grave mistake which would 
only lead him to hell. [To wit, he will have to suffer spiritually. ] (8) 


[Note—In these verses Lord Ram stresses the importance of paying obeisance to Lord 
Shiva. He says that if one wishes to worship Lord Ram, the manifested form of the 
Supreme Being, then the first step is to worship Lord Shiva. 

It has already been pointed out a little earlier that Lord Shiva is a great devotee 
of Lord Ram; Shiva continuously chants the holy Name of Lord Ram and uses this 
Name as his chosen spiritual formula which he employs during meditation. The divine 
story of Lord Ram as we know it today was first conceived in Shiva’s heart while he 
was once meditating. And now we read here that Lord Ram too is a great devotee of 
Lord Shiva. This means that both, Lord Ram and Lord Shiva, adore each other. 

This is the reason why the holy place where Lord Ram had established Lord 
Shiva’s image is called ‘Rameshwaram’, meaning ‘The Lord of Ram or the Lord 
whom Ram worships’, a reference to Lord Shiva, and ‘One for whom Lord Ram is the 
Lord God’, once again a reference to Lord Shiva. 

This unique combination of words and ideas incorporated in the deity’s name 
‘Rameshwaram’ simply means “Lord Shiva who worships Lord Ram, and who 
himself is worshipped by Lord Ram”. The glory and importance of Rameshwaram as 
a sacred pilgrimage sight is highlighted in Chaupai line no. 1 that follows Doha no. 2 
herein below. | 


alo, Penta wa set faa set AA TTA | 
Aa Hes HoT UT aA ATH AE STAT 2 N 
doha. 
sankarapriya mama drohi siva drohi mama dasa. _ 
tē nara karahim kalapa bhari ghora naraka mahum basa. 2. 
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[Lord Ram reiterated—] Let it therefore be clear: Those for whom Lord Shiva is dear 
but who are opposed to me, and conversely those who love me and have devotion for 
me but are opposed to Lord Shiva—both such individuals are destined to live in hell 
for an entire generation. [To wit, it is absolutely wrong to do so; it is sinful to 
distinguish between me and Lord Shiva, and to treat either of us insultingly.] (Doha 
no. 2) 


[Note—This verse is directly addressed to Ravana though he is not mentioned by 
name. Ravana was a great devotee of Lord Shiva, but he was inimical to Lord Ram. 
This was not allowed. So Lord Ram indirectly gives the reason why it would be okay 
for Ravana to die as he is violating this rule. ] 


dio, Waa ate REE ta a ate aa cite faang i g u 
WH ste sit aege | at area APH AT TSS I R N 
Bs aa Vt oot ahs Vale i wats AR ate Gens Safe 3 MN 
WA pa Ue wt ace Het at RA ore arn ANT Ut 1 


caupa’. 


jē ramésvara darasanu karihahim. tē tanu taji mama loka sidharihahim. 1. 
jO gangajalu ani carha'ihi. so sajujya mukti nara pa’ihi. 2. 

ho'i akama jo chala taji sē'ihi. bhagati mori tehi sankara dé'ihi. 3. 

mama krta sētu jo darasanu karihī. so binu Srama bhavasagara tarihi. 4. 


[Lord Ram continued—] ‘He who comes here and reverentially beholds this holy 
sight with its consecrated deity known as “Rameshwar”! (and pays his obeisance to 
Lord Shiva here) shall attain my abode at the time of his death. 

[To wit, those who undertake a pilgrimage to Rameshwar and pay their 
homage to Lord Shiva, such persons are sure to attain my heavenly abode at the time 
of death—“té tanu taji mama loka sidharihahim”] (1) 


He who brings the water from the sacred river Ganges and offers it to Lord Shiva’s 
Lingam here would attain the reward of being one with me at the time of death’. [This 
is called “‘sajujya mukti”.] (2) 


Those who serve (worship) Lord Shiva selflessly and without pretensions, Lord Shiva 
would grant such persons Bhakti (devotion) for me (i.e. for Lord Ram)’. [To wit, one 
of the primary methods for having devotion for Lord Ram is to first worship Lord 
Shiva. Then Lord Shiva would grant the worshipper his desire—which is to have 
devotion for Lord Ram.] (3) 


Verily, those who behold the bridge got constructed by me would be able to cross 
over this ocean-like mundane world of transmigration, along with all its attendant 
problems, very easily. [To wit, such persons who come on a pilgrimage to this sacred 
place, who first worship Lord Shiva’s Lingam consecrated by me here and after that 
they reverentially view this bridge, they surely would be blessed with the boon of 
liberation and deliverance from the endless cycle of birth and death in which their 
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soul is trapped. They would be able to get over all their worldly problems as easily as 
one crosses a vast body of water by walking across it on a bridge.]’ (4) 


[Note—'Refer a note appended to Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 2 
herein above. 

The Lingam of Lord Shiva established and consecrated by Lord Ram on the 
shores of the ocean is named after Ram. The word ‘Rameshwar’ has two-pronged 
meaning—one is ‘the Lord who is the Ishwar or God of Lord Ram, the deity who is 
worshipped and adored by Ram’, and the other meaning is ‘the Lord, i.e. Shiva, who 
regards Lord Ram as his Ishwar or Lord God’. 

This is an extremely important observation—as it removes in one intelligent 
stroke the schism and dichotomy that has led to the delusion of ‘duality’ between the 
two facets of the same Divinity. In other words, it lays stress on the fact that there is 
absolutely no difference between Lord Ram and Lord Shiva—they are both the same 
Supreme Being performing two different roles, to sustain and protect the creation as 
Vishnu or Ram, and to bring about its conclusion and punish the sinful as Shiva. 

This obvious metaphysical tenet is at the base of the principle of Non-duality 
or Advaita Vedanta, and is evident also in fact that both Lord Ram and Shiva worship 
each other. 

There is no other God or non-God in creation who is more well-versed in and 
more convinced of the spiritual philosophy of non-duality, as well as the fact that 
Lord Ram’s divine name ‘Ram’ is a synonym of the cosmic word-symbol for the 
supreme Brahm, i.e. ‘OM’, than Lord Shiva. It this reason why Shiva had selected the 
divine name ‘Ram’ as his spiritual formula—both for his personal usage during 
meditation and for providing liberation and deliverance to the dying man by muttering 
the holy word ‘Ram’ into his ears at Kashi or Varanasi. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
1/19/3; Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 4. 


“In the ‘Sayuja’ form of Mukti, the concerned creature is able to become one with the 
deity worshipped. In other words it means to merge oneself with the Lord God. 

References: Atharva Veda’s Tripadvibhut Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, 
Canto 5, paragraph nos. 3-17; Canto 6, paragraph no. 22; Canto 8, paragraph nos. 6-7, 
17, 19, 22. While discussing this specialised form of Mukti, this Upanishad also 
describes the eclectic concept of Mukti in a comprehensive form in paragraph nos. 4- 
13 of Canto 5. In the Bhasma Jabal Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Canto 2, 
paragraph no. 15, Lord Shiva tells sage Jabal Bhusund that if one offers proper 
worship to the Shiva Lingam as described in detail in this particular Upanishad, the 
worshipper is able to obtain Sayujya Mukti. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
104.] 


TH art aa oh fra ame | apart Prot Prt TSA ST & N 
fatter wquta h ae tet Haa eels Waa Ue VT NG N 


rama bacana saba kē jiya bha'é. munibara nija nija aSrama a’é. 5. 
girija raghupati kai yaha rīti. santata karahim pranata para priti. 6. 
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The words of Lord Ram were liked by one and all. The sages, hermits and seers who 
were present there (during the consecration ceremony of Lord Shiva’s Lingam) were 
pleased to hear these words of Lord Ram. Once the ceremony was over, all of them 
returned to their respective hermitages with gladdened hearts. (5) 


[Lord Shiva, the primary narrator of this divine story known as Ram Charit Manas, 
said to his consort Parvati to whom he was narrating it. ] 


Shiva said—‘Oh Girija (meaning ‘daughter of Giri’, the king of the kingdom of 
mountains; here referring to Parvati, Shiva’s divine consort)! It is a natural habit and 
an established practice of Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) that he always shows affection 
for those who come to seek refuge at his holy feet (Santata karahim pranata para 


pritt)’. (6) 


[Note—'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 16.] 


Sten Aq Atel Act ATT HUT SY WAS SARR N O N 
ag arate ante SE 1 ae suet Aa Ga AS N N 
Tea ae AT ets es aT Oe A als hs HCA S N 


bamdha sētu nila nala nagara. rama krpam jasu bhaya'u ujagara. 7. 
burahim anahi borahim jel. bha'ē upala bohita sama te’. 8. 
mahima yaha na jaladhi ka'i barani. pahana guna na kapinha ka'i karani. 9. 


Meanwhile, Nala and Neela completed the construction of the legendary bridge. This 
miraculous feat of theirs, that was however made possible by the grace of Lord Ram, 
granted the two brothers (Nala and Neela) eternal fame; their glory shone and spread 
far and wide in the whole world (like the sun’s light). (7) 


The stones, rocks and boulders that have the characteristic quality of sinking in the 
water themselves, and drown anything else that is attached to them, even those stones, 
rocks and boulders miraculously and magically floated on the surface of the ocean 
like boats usually do! (8) 


Verily indeed, those who are in the know and are enlightened about facts do not give 
credit to the ocean for successful construction of this floating bridge, nor do they 
ascribe this success and the achievement of this marvelous feat to the construction 
skills of Nala and Neela, or to any especial quality of the stones, rocks and boulders 
used for the construction that they could float on water. [Then who should be given 
credit for this miraculous event? The answer is given in the next Doha no. 3 herein 
below.] (9) 


alo, att Tea Ware a Hey ae UTE N 
a aR WA at ass BTS WY SIT N 3 N 
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doha. 


Sri raghubira pratapa tē sindhu taré pasana. 
tē matimanda je rama taji bhajahim ja'i prabhu ana. 3. 


In all sooth and without gainsay there is no doubt that those stones, rocks and 
boulders floated on the surface of the ocean due to the grace of Lord Ram; there is no 
other way to explain this unusual phenomenon. 

Verily indeed, he who does not worship Lord Ram (the Lord whose grace and 
mere wishes could make lifeless stones float magically on water against all 
established norms and laws of Nature), and instead goes to worship some other deity, 
is a dumb-witted and utterly foolish fellow. (Doha no. 3) 


[Note—To wit, the stones floated on the surface of the turbulent waters of the ocean 
due to the grace and blessings of Lord Ram; they floated because the Lord wished 
them to do so. This proves the supremacy of Lord Ram over all other forces of 
creation—for the Lord can make possible that which is impossible. This being the 
case, why would a sensible person not worship Lord Ram and seek his blessings for 
his own welfare? Say, why would any intelligent person go to someone else to seek 
fulfillment of his wishes when all that he wants can be granted by Lord Ram very 
easily? | 


dio, arr ag afa aes aa 1 aha pore A rar N g Ut 
aeit OA HS AA A as Mails Whe YS Aas Ul R N 
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caupa’. 


bamdhi sētu ati sudrrha banava. dékhi krpanidhi kē mana bhava. 1. 
cali sēna kachu barani na jā". garjahim markata bhata samuda’t. 2. 
sétubandha dhiga cadhi raghura'l. citava krpala sindhu bahuta’. 3. 


The bridge was finally completed; all precautions were taken to make it exceptionally 
strong and secure’. 

When Lord Ram, who is an ocean of mercy, compassion and grace, saw this 
fantastic bridge, a wonderful creation of outstanding ingenuity, skill and creativity, he 
appreciated it very much. Verily, the bridge pleased the Lord’s heart and mind 
(krpanidhi kē mana bhava). (1) 


The army of monkeys and bears marched enthusiastically on this bridge, presenting a 
sight so wonderful and fascinating that it cannot be described in words. All the valiant 
warriors, individually as well as in groups, were roaring and yelling loudly. (2) 


Then Lord Ram (the Lord of the Raghus; “raghura'’’) set his foot on this wondrous 
bridge that was exceptionally strong and secure. He looked around him and saw the 
wide expanse of the ocean spreading majestically on all the sides (to his right and left, 
to the front and to the rear)”. (3) 
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[Note—'How long did it take Nala and Neela to finish the bridge? Well, according to 
(a) Valmiki’s Ramayana, Lanka Kand, Canto 22, verse nos. 64-68, and (b) Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 4, verse nos. 5-6, the entire bridge, spanning a 
length of 100 Yojans (approx. 800 miles) was completed in five days. 

How long and wide was this bridge? Well, it was 100 Yojans (roughly 800 
miles) long, and 10 Yojans (80 miles) wide—apropos: Valmiki’s Ramayana, Lanka 
Kand, Canto 22, verse no. 72. 

On the 1“ day of the construction, 14 Yojans length of the bridge was laid; on 
the 2™ day another 20 Yojans were added; on the 3™ day a further span of 21 Yojans 
was completed; on the 4" day, further 22 Yojans were finished; and on the 5" and the 
final day, the remaining part of the bridge covering 23 Yojans was put into place. 
After completion this bridge stretched for 800 long miles, its one end was at the 
northern shore of the ocean that touched the mainland, and its other end was on the 
further end of the ocean that touched the shore of the island of Lanka at its northern 
tip. 

However, in Devi Puran Mahabhagwat Ramayan, it is said that the bridge was 
completed in a record time of ‘2 Prahars’, which means roughly 6 hours. [1 Prahar = 3 
hours.] {Refer: Devi Puran Mahabhagwat Ramayan, Canto 40, verse nos. 6-7.} 

The existence of this bridge has been established by satellite images taken by 
the Indian satellite IRS-1A which in 1962 had taken photographs of the remnants of a 
stone bridge. It appeared as an underground streak from Dhanushkoti in India to Talai 
Manner in Sri Lanka. This was corroborated by U.S. astronauts aboard gemini XI 
satellite launched on 14/9/1966. 


One wonders ‘what happened to this bridge later on’? It is said in the story of the 
Ramayana that Lord Ram returned to Ayodhya with his wife Sita and younger brother 
Laxman, along with many of his friends from Kishkindha as well as Vibhishan who 
had all helped the Lord in his Lanka campaign, by an air-plane called ‘Pushpak’. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 
119; and Uttar Kand, Doha no. 4.} 

This means he went back home by the path of the sky, and not overland. So 
this bridge was not used for the Lord’s return journey. What then was its fate? Well, 
the fate of the unique bridge is narrated in Padma Puran, Shristi Khand, Chapter 38, 
verse 28-32 as follows: When the airplane was above the bridge, Vibhishan requested 
Lord Ram to demolish it. The Lord first struck the bridge with the tip of his 
formidable bow, rupturing the bridge somewhere from the center. Hence, the 100 
Yojan bridge collapsed into two segments. Then the Lord broke each of these two 
segments into three smaller parts; then each of these parts further into still smaller 
units measuring roughly 10 Yojans each. To make it sink completely below the 
surface of the water, and render it useless for all times to come, each of these 10- 
Yojan units were further broken down into smaller parts measuring 1 Yojan in length. 
So finally, Lord Ram broke the bridge into 100 units, each fraction measuring 1 Yujan 
(approx. 8 miles) in length. 

Why did Vibhishan wish to get the bridge demolished by Lord Ram himself? 
In all probability he feared for the future of safety of Lanka; he feared an invasion in 
the future from the mainland. He had witnessed the war and watched how the army of 
Kishkindha, consisting of ferocious, strong and fearless monkeys and bears, had 
completely ravaged and recklessly destroyed what was once a golden city of Lanka, a 
prosperous, thriving and almost impenetrable citadel of the demons that rivaled 
heaven in its beauty and magnificence. The warriors of Kishkindha were the victors; 
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they were the conquerors who regarded the remnants of the demon race as vanquished 
and vile. So Vibhishan feared that in the future there was a probability that once he 
managed to make Lanka prosperous and beautified once again, these same warriors of 
Kishkindha, who are now his friends and are restrained because of Lord Ram, would 
turn hostile in due time; they will be tempted to tease him every now and then, 
coming to Lanka and running amok in the reconstructed city, uprooting trees in parks 
and occupying buildings, and may be even going to the extent of extracting tributes 
from him to let him live in peace. What would he do then? Lord Ram would not be 
there always to protect him. 

In case he decided to break the bridge on his own, then that would be a 
dangerous step. Why? Because the army of Kishkindha wouldn’t let him do so, 
arguing that he had no right over it as it was constructed by them on the express 
orders of Lord Ram. They would tell Vibhishan: “Oh, stop! We have built this bridge. 
It was on the orders of Lord Ram. So first go and get the Lord’s permission, and then 
only, mind you, can you remove a single stone from it; not before that.” 

So Vibhishan thought that it would be very wise and prudent to get it 
demolished by the Lord himself while he is here. He was sure that the Lord would not 
go against his wish, for the Lord was wise and intelligent enough to guess what was in 
Vibhishan’s mind. And Vibhishan was correct in his assumption, as the Lord 
willingly obliged him and broke the bridge without asking ‘why’. 


“Only a person who has an experience of standing on a long suspension bridge across 
a wide river that has rapidly flowing currents and frothy waters can understand how 
Lord Ram must have felt on this bridge. The thrill is indescribable. To the left and the 
right, as far as the eyes could see, there was nothing but water. When the Lord moved 
ahead on this bridge, say for a mile or two, the mainland was much behind him, 
almost lost to sight. What the Lord saw was the bridge spreading like a ribbon across 
the surface of the water of the ocean, with water on its two sides and undemeath it. 
The bridge swayed gently with the movement of the water of the ocean, majestically 
heaving slightly upwards and downwards as well as to the left and the right from its 
median plane; it was wobbling on the surface of the ocean like a lifebuoy, a raft, or a 
balloon. It was virtually like being suspended on water; or like being on a swing, 
swaying to the left and the right. ] 
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dékhana kahum prabhu karuna kanda. pragata bha'ē saba jalacara brnda. 4. 
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prabhuhi bilokahim tarahim na taré. mana harasita saba bha'ē sukhārē. 7. 

All the marine creatures that lived in the ocean around the bridge came on the surface 


of the water’ to have a divine glimpse of Lord Ram who is a treasury of mercy, 
compassion and kindness (prabhu karuna kanda). 
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There were many kinds of alligators, crocodiles, fish and sea-serpents, of all shapes 
and sizes, of different families and classes, who gathered on the surface of the water. 
Some were small, but others were of gigantic proportions with bodies extending even 
up to a hundred Yojans in length, width or height. (5) 


Each one of these creatures was ferocious in its own right and large enough to be able 
to devour other creatures, but there were many more like them that were far more 
ferocious and larger in size who could terrorize and devour the former very easily. 
The variety of such marine animals was so wide and large that those who were 
terrifying themselves were fearful for their lives from others’. (6) 


All these creatures watched Lord Ram with awe and wonder; they were so amazed at 
the divine sight of the Lord that they were stunned and refused to move. Their heart 
and mind felt, and they were very glad that they had this opportunity’. (7) 


[Note—'The Bridge obstructed the flow of the water of the ocean. It was like a 
modern day dam or a dyke, albeit built not on land but in the middle of the ocean, 
effectively blocking its normal flow. This caused a build-up of marine animals such as 
fish and others that normally swam freely in the water of the ocean; their path was 
now chocked by the bridge. So one by one they piled up along the two sides of this 
great bridge; as the number of animals increased there was pushing and shoving, first 
gently and then angrily as each agitated creature growled and snarled, trying to elbow 
out others in order to get ahead in the crowd milling around the bridge’s two sides. In 
the chaos that followed, smaller marine animals such as fish etc. got crushed; some 
were drowned and others were angrily eaten by their larger neighbours, say whales 
and sharks, or even crocodiles who bit ferociously at any other creature that blocked 
their way and gobbled it. 


°To wit, the marine creatures were all exceptionally ferocious and dangerous. It 
appeared that there was no end to the large variety of creatures present in the bosom 
of the ocean who surfaced to look at the sight of the wonderful bridge that had 
blocked their way, and also watch the magnificent sight of Lord Ram, surrounded by 
his army, walking majestically across this bridge as it swayed on the surface of the 
ocean. 


*It ought to be remembered that ‘Ram Charit Manas’ is a telling of the Story of Lord 
Ram, which is known universally as the Ramayana, with a high devotional quotient in 
it. Lord Ram is a personified form of the Supreme Being, so his presence is naturally 
appealing and pleasant to the creature’s soul, known as the creature’s Atma. The 
individual Atma of a creature is an image of the Parmatma, the Supreme Atma that is 
pure Consciousness and also known as the Supreme Being. Hence, a natural affinity 
exists between the creature’s own Atma, which in effect is the creature’s true ‘self’, 
and Lord Ram who personifies the universal Atma. Therefore, when a creature sees 
Lord Ram he feels a natural affection for the Lord; for the Atma of a creature there is 
no one dearer than Lord Ram. 

Like the case of two siblings having a natural bond between them arising out 
their being of the same stock of blood, resulting in creating a sense of natural 
affection for each other and an untold familiarity that when they meet each other for 
the first time in their lives after ages of separation they find that some intangible force 


3913 


seems to pull them together, creating a bond between the two, the creature too is 
naturally related to Lord Ram, and whenever the creature feels the presence of Lord 
Ram nearby he experiences natural affection for the Lord as if he has met his kith and 
kin after a long time. 

So therefore, when these marine creatures saw Lord Ram for the first time in 
their lives, their Atma got naturally attracted to the Lord; the creatures felt exhilarated 
as if they have met their long-time friend and a lost parent after passing through the 
many phases of cycle of birth and death. 

And this good news spread quickly and widely in the community of marine 
creatures. So even those who had yet not come made all haste to arrive. The result 
was that the crowd of excited marine creatures around the bridge got thicker and 
wilder with each passing moment, with each creature trying to squeeze himself ahead 
of the others to be closer to the bridge so as to get a more close-up view of their 
beloved Lord Ram. ] 
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tinha ki ota na dékhi'a bart. magana bha’é hari rupa nihari. 8. 
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The marine creatures were so densely packed around the sides of the bridge that the 
water of the ocean could not be seen. Verily indeed, the creatures were mesmerized 
by the charming sight of Lord Hari (Lord Ram) so much so that they did not want to 
move away. (8) 


Meanwhile, on the orders of Lord Ram, the huge and formidable army of monkeys 
and bears marched ahead on the bridge. No one can say what the numbers of the 
watriors were, for they were countless. (9) 
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sétubandha bha'i bhira ati kapi nabha pantha urahim. 
apara jalacaranhi upara cadhi cadhi parahi jahim. 4. 


There was such a large crowd of warriors on the bridge that it seemed to be jam- 
packed with them. Finding insufficient space on the bridge, some of these warriors 
went ahead through the path of the sky (i.e. they jumped for long distances over 
others, or probably flew across the sky much like Hanuman had done earlier), while 
others walked (jumped, hopped and skipped) across over to the other side on the back 
of the marine creatures who had gathered together in a tight pack on either side of the 
bridge. (Doha no. 4) 
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asa kautuka bilōki dvau bha'l. bihamisi calé krpāla raghura’. 1. 
séna sahita utaré raghubira. kahi na ja'i kapi juthapa bhira. 2. 


The two brothers, Lord Ram and Laxman, watched with fascination this wonderful 
spectacle. They smiled at this sight, and marched ahead (with their army). (1) 


By-and-by, Lord Ram reached the other end of the bridge and set foot on the shore of 
Lanka along with his army’. No one can say how large this army was’. (2) 


[Note—'How long did the army take to cross the bridge and land on the shores of 
Lanka? Well, according to (a) Skanda Puran, Brahm Khand, Canto 30, and (b) Padma 
Puran, Patal Khand, Canto 36—the Lord and his army crossed the bridge in “three 
days”. 

And what was the formation of this army when it landed at Lanka? Valmiki 
Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 24, verse nos. 14-18 describes it as follows: “Lord Ram 
and Laxman would lead from the front; Nala and Angad were to follow them from 
behind with their troops; to their right should be Rishava and to their left should be 
Durghash Gandhamaadan with their monkey troops; Jamvant and Sushen should take 
control of the remaining troops that follow from behind by being at the center, and the 
rear should be under the command of Sugriv and his troops.” 


*Refer: Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 4 herein above.] 
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sindhu para prabhu déra kinha. sakala kapinha kahum ayasu dinha. 3. 
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The Lord pitched his camp on the other side of the ocean (on the soil of Lanka). Then 
the Lord instructed all the monkeys --- (3) 


--- ‘Go and eat to your heart’s content as many sweet fruits and edible roots and stems 
as you wish’. Hearing this instruction (and getting Lord Ram’s permission), all the 
monkeys and bears ran in all the directions wherever they wished’. (4) 


[Note—'The warriors were very hungry as they had not got anything to eat while 
crossing the ocean. So naturally as soon as they got Lord Ram’s permission they ran 
in all the directions in search of fruits, stems and roots. 

They feared nothing; they were not scared of meeting demons. These verses 
also show that the place where Lord Ram landed in Lanka with his army was 
deserted; they did not meet any demon guard or lookout, or any resistance. In all 
probability any demon who may have been there earlier ran away out of fear of his 


3915 


life as soon as he saw the army set foot on land. The common demons were already 
demoralized and terrified of the prospect of having to face the wrath of the monkey 
warriors after the horrifying experience they have had with Hanuman who had killed 
many of them, even Ravana’s own son Akshaya Kumar, and had burnt Lanka to a 
dark hull. So, Lord Ram and his army found the field clear upon arrival! 

The next verse shows that this place was lively and verdant, lush with 
greenery, having a lot of edible roots and stems as well as fruit-bearing trees. 

Earlier, when Hanuman had arrived in Lanka in search of Sita, he too had 
landed at this same place because we have read that he too saw a wonderful forest 
with animals and birds as well as fine fruit-bearing green trees—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 3.] 
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All the trees had been in full blossom, whether or not it was the season and the time of 
the year for them to bear sweet fruits or edible stems and roots, for the sake of the 
convenience of Lord Ram and his army’. (5) 


The hordes of monkey and bear warriors went wild while eating sweet-and-succulent 
fruits from trees, shaking the trees (uprooting some of them and breaking the branches 
of others) and picking up rocks of all shapes and sizes from the adjoining hills and 
mountains and hurling them in the direction of the fort (or citadel) of Lanka. 

[The excited monkeys and bear warriors vented their anger at the demons by 
pelting stones and rocks in the direction of their city. Perhaps they wanted to instigate 
or provoke the demons to retaliate so they would get a chance to pounce upon them. | 


(6) 


[Note—'The members of the Plant kingdom decided to do their bit to serve the 
Supreme Being who had come visiting them in the form of Lord Ram. They thought 
that it was their moment of glory and honour that they would be able to serve the 
Lord, that the gracious Lord had been kind enough to give them an opportunity to 
serve him. So they must not miss this chance because by serving Lord Ram they 
would be freed from the sin of growing up in the land of the demons and serving their 
interests all their lives till now. 

Here ‘Prakriti’, or Mother Nature, had stepped in to serve her own Lord 
known as the ‘Viraat Purush’, the cosmic form of the supreme Consciousness that is 
also known as ‘Brahm’, and is deemed to the one who had created this world in 
conjunction with Prakriti. A similar thing had happened earlier too while Lord Ram 
was on his way to the forest when Nature had done its best to provide as much 
comfort to the Lord by giving him the shade of clouds to protect him from the heat of 
the sun, and making the earth soft below his tired legs—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 113 along with Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede it. 
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Then when Lord Ram reached Chitrakoot mountain and decided to stay there 
for some time, all facets of Nature became pleasant to please the Lord—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5 that precedes Doha no. 137—to 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 139. 

Later on during the Lord’s sojourn in Panchavati, the part of the dense forest 
from where Sita was abducted by Ravana, Mother Nature once again went out of her 
way to serve Lord Ram—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 14. 

Once again we read how Nature was at its vibrantly colourful best in order to 
give comfort to and please Lord Ram during his stay on Mt. Prabarshan in Kishkindha 
prior to the time the messengers were dispatched in search of Sita—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 12—to—Doha no. 17.] 
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If they chanced to find any demon roaming around, they caught hold of him, 
surrounded him from all sides and then teased him by making him dance to their tune, 
poking fun at the helpless captive, mocking him and humiliating him in various ways. 


(7) 


They bit the demon’s ears or nose with their sharp teeth while telling him about the 
glory of Lord Ram, and only then (when the monkeys and bears had enough fun from 
their captive and had thoroughly bashed him) would they let the demon go’. (8) 


[Note—'We have observed that the army of Lord Ram landed on the shores of Lanka 
without any resistance. All the demons who may have guarded the front facing the 
ocean ran away in fear as they saw the colossal army of ferocious monkeys and bears 
aggressively heading towards the shore of Lanka over the ocean. The majority of 
these demon sentries took to the safety of the fort, but some may have strayed, 
deciding to stay back in order to do some reconnaissance work. 

The monkeys and bears were itching for a fight, but while they rampaged 
through the forested area around the fort of Lanka they were dismayed to find no trace 
of demon forces on which to vent their ire. But however they found some isolated 
demon here and there, so they immediately pounced upon this poor and helpless 
fellow and made a good time teasing and ragging him in different ways. They made 
the captured demon dance, do sit-ups and many other things to mock him; they 
snarled at him, pinched and poked at him, and unable to suppress their anger they 
even bit the demon in his ears and nose, leaving the poor fellow bleeding profusely 
and gravely wounded. Then they let him go so that when he went back to the city the 
rest of the demons would get a stern warning—that the brave warriors of Lord Ram 
have finally arrived, and they are eager for war. ] 
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These demons who had got their noses and ears bitten off ran back into the city of 
Lanka, and reported all the developments to their king Ravana. (9) 


As soon as Ravana heard that the virtually un-crossable and indomitable ocean had 
been finally tamed and tied with a bridge, he was exceedingly amazed and 
confounded. He was so agitated and exasperated beyond measure that he could not 
suppress his dread and blurted out his utter astonishment at this alarming development 
by speaking all at once with his ten mouths’. (10) 


[Note—'Normally Ravana would speak with one of his ten mouths. But on this 
occasion he was so utterly shaken by surprise and became so extremely dreadful and 
alarmed of the fact that his arch enemy, Lord Ram, had actually landed in Lanka that 
all his wits went for a toss and all his mouths opened at once, as if to exclaim: “Awe, 
oh gosh; what am I hearing? Is it really possible that the mighty ocean known for its 
stubbornness and independence has been actually tamed and tied by a bridge? Is it 
true or am I having delusions? Am I not hearing properly, or have these messengers 
gone mad? Oh come on, you fools; don’t joke with me. Is what you say true? Mind 
you, I shall get you roasted alive if it turns out to be wrong information. I just can’t 
believe it.”] 
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bamdhyo bananidhi niranidhi jaladhi sindhu barisa. 
satya toyanidhi kampati udadhi payodhi nadisa. 5. 


‘Ts it really true that someone can actually bind and tie the fathomless abode of water, 
of the waves and the billows that is known by various names such as the ocean and 
the sea which is also the lord of the clouds that produce rain, that which is full of 
heaving and swirling tides, that which is full of brine and sour liquid, that which is 
deep, measureless and endless, and that which is also the lord of the rivers?' (Doha 
no. 5)* 


[Note—We have read in the preceding verse that Ravana could not suppress his 
emotions and spoke with all his ten heads at once. Each head used one epithet to 
describe the ocean, and they are the following: (1) bananidhi, (2) niranidhi, (3) 
jaladhi, (4) sindhu, (5) barisa, (6) toyanidhi, (7) kampati, (8) udadhi, (9) payodhi, 
and (10) nadisa. All these terms are synonyms for the ocean because it is a vast 
habitat of marine life, is an endless reservoir of water, it has no end as all its different 
divisions are seamlessly joined together, it has huge waves and high tides, is always 
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on the move, is turbulent, is the origin of rain-bearing clouds, and is where all the 
rivers end or empty themselves. 

The way Ravana expresses his amazement and disbelieve shows that never 
before in the history of the world the ocean had ever been bridged and tamed. It was 
therefore a miraculous feat, never achieved hitherto, that took Ravana by surprise and 
left him stunned. 

When told by the demons who had run to him to report after being released by 
the monkeys and bears as we have just read above, that a bridge had been constructed 
over the mighty ocean and Lord Ram’s army has landed on the shore of Lanka, 
Ravana was dumb-founded and taken aback. Till now he was rest assured that it is 
absolutely impossible that someone can cross the ocean by making a bridge over its 
surface. This proves that his own spies and look-outs whom he had assigned the job of 
keeping an eye on the frontiers had betrayed him, or perhaps they were too terrified of 
him to come and tell him some unpleasant news which he did not want to hear 
because they all feared for their own lives, not wishing to annoy Ravana and invite his 
wrath. 

Ravana had been feeling secure in Lanka so far because the island-city and its 
fort were surrounded on all the four sides by the ocean which effectively formed a 
deep and exceptionally wide moat around them, making Lanka inaccessible from all 
sides. That security has now been breached and compromised. Ravana was not 
prepared for this sudden rupturing of his defenses. So he was exceedingly alarmed 
and upset, not knowing how to cope with this new and un-imagined challenge; it was 
a danger for which the demons were not prepared. 


*If we carefully analyse the Story of the Ramayan and ponder over the question as to 
why Ravana was ultimately defeated and killed we find that there are four crucial 
points which cannot escape our attention as being the primary reasons for Ravana’s 
undoing. These are the following: 


(a) Ravana was surrounded by many close aides and subordinates on whom he had 
great faith, but who were disgruntled and disenchanted with him. Some had openly 
expressed their displeasure at his attitude, his way of thinking and doing things, while 
others may have remained quiet out of fear of their own safety but were nevertheless 
unhappy with him. In the first category come Mandodari, Ravana’s wife, Vibhishan, 
his youngest brother, Kumbhakaran, another younger brother of his, Shuk (or Shuka), 
his trusted spy and messenger, Malyawan, an old demon who was very close to him, 
his maternal grandfather and one of his senior ministers, and so on. In the second 
category come Lankini, the female demon tasked with the security of the gates of the 
fort of Lanka, Trijata, the old demoness tasked to guard Sita in her captivity, and may 
be many more of whom we have no account. 

Mandodari had tried to persuade Ravana on four different occasions to 
abandon his confrontationist attitude towards Lord Ram and make peace with him 
(refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
36—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 37; (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8; (iii) 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 14—to Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 16; and (iv) Lanka Kand, Doha no. 35-b—to Doha no. 37). 

Vibhishan was kicked out by Ravana when he had attempted to dissuade the 
latter from pursuing a hostile attitude towards Lord Ram, the reason why Vibhishan 
decided to go and join Lord Ram (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai 
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line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 39; and Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 40—to Doha no. 41). 

Malyawan had endorsed Vibhishan’s advice, but he too was shouted down by 
Ravana (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede 
Doha no. 40). 

Shuk was sent by Ravana behind Vibhishan to spy on him, and when he came 
back to report he very strongly rebuked Ravana and pleaded with him to stop his 
madness and make peace with Lord Ram (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 51—to Chaupai line no. 12 that precedes 
Doha no. 57). 

Kumbhakaran too had sternly chided Ravana when he was asked to go and 
fight Lord Ram during the heat of battle (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 62—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 63). 

Then we have the instances of the two female demons named Lankini and 
Trijata who weren’t happy at all with Ravana, and had predicted his demise. For (a) 
Lankini, refer to Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 4—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 5; and for (b) Trijata, refer 
to refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha 
no. 11; and Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 99—to Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 100). 


(b) The second prominent reason of Ravana’s fall was lack of an efficient and skilled 
network of spies. Having a good and competent network of spies and informers who 
are diligent and dedicated and loyal to their masters and their country are absolutely 
vital and a most important feature for success in politics and statecraft. Ravana’s spies 
failed him. There are two glaring examples of this failure: (a) When the gods and 
mother earth had gathered to pray to Lord Vishnu to protect them against Ravana and 
his demon horde, and Vishnu promised them he would come down himself as Lord 
Ram to fulfil their needs, Ravana did not get a wind of this meeting. Had he been 
informed then it is most certain that he would have gone there and chased away the 
gods and grabbed mother earth like he had done with Sita. (b) The second glaring 
example of his failed intelligence apparatus is that a huge bridge was being built right 
next door to his kingdom, literally right under his nose, and he had no inkling of it as 
he was kept in the dark. This is very clear when he was taken aback with 
astonishment and expressed his dismay when finally informed that a bridge was in 
place and Lord Ram’s army has landed (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha 
no. 5 along with Chaupai line no. 10 that precede it). Obviously, the bridge was not 
built surreptitiously or in a clandestine manner without any sound emanating. Why 
was Ravana not informed? 


(c) The third most obvious reason for his fall was his own nature. He was egoist, 
arrogant, stubborn and haughty to the extreme. He was over-confident of himself, and 
over-estimated his own invincibility, valour, strength, abilities and powers. He was 
transformed so blind and deaf in his self-pride and ego that he failed to see the reality 
and hear sane voices. 

It is to be noted here that Ravana was not weak or lacking in courage, valour, 
strength and abilities as he himself has asserted so many times, but he misgauged the 
actual measure of these virtues in him when they were compared with those of his 
opponent, who in this case was Lord Ram. When put on a scale to measure and 
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compare these qualities between Lord Ram and Ravana, the scale tilted heavily in 
favour of the Lord, which unfortunately Ravana, in his egoist haughtiness, could not 
come to terms with. 


(d) And the fourth and perhaps the main reason why Ravana would not listen to 
anyone is this: 

Lord Vishnu, the cosmic form of the Supreme Being that is known as the 
‘Viraat Purush’, had assumed a human form as Lord Ram to eliminate the scourge of 
the evil demons led by their king Ravana of the demon kingdom of Lanka. The Gods 
and Mother Earth had prayed to Lord Vishnu to protect them from Ravana’s merciless 
reign of terror and mayhem. In order to fulfill his promise made to them, Lord Ram 
was on his mission to Lanka from his capital city of Ayodhya. During his journey 
through the forests, he, along with his wife Sita and brother Laxman, took a break and 
rested for some time at a place endowed with nature’s bounty of exceptional beauty; it 
was called Panchvati. Sage Agastya had advised the Lord to abide here for some time, 
and during his retreat he must devise a device by which the next phase of his mission 
could be realized—which was to find out a way that would give the Lord an 
honourable excuse to go to Lanka and get rid of Ravana. 

Lord Ram pondered over the subject and decided that the only way to get the 
ball rolling was to use his powerful force known as ‘Maya’ (which is the Lord’s 
magical cosmic powers that create an overriding sense of delusion and conjures up a 
world of illusions so real that even the wisest of sages are taken for a ride) and have 
Sita abducted by Ravana. To keep the momentum going and ensure success in his 
mission, the Lord decided that he would employ this Maya of his to the full, and in 
such a way that no matter what happens Ravana would not see the reality and listen to 
no one who might advise him to give Sita back to the Lord and end hostility. ] 
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[We have read earlier, at the end of Chapter 10, section 10.1.2, that Ravana was 
utterly confounded and extremely worried when he came to know of Lord Ram 
landing on the soil of Lanka with his huge and formidable army of brave and fearless 
monkey-and-bear warriors. This news took him by surprise as he had not dreamt 
about it even in his wildest of dreams that it was ever possible for anyone to cross the 
mighty ocean. 

As his secret fear of annihilation and complete destruction reared its ghostly 
and dreaded head inside his heart, leaving Ravana shaken to the core, he decided to 
retire from the court to take a break to recover from this initial shock. So he went to 
his royal palace to regain his composure. There he was confronted by his wife 
Mandodari who was equally shaken and worried. She had taken a decision that she 
would try her level best to make her husband see reason and come to terms with 
ground realities, instead of dreaming of living in a fool’s paradise where everything 
was honey and sweet. All was not lost till this point of time, and now there was still a 
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chance of controlling the damage without much further loss. Though time was 
running out but still it was not too late. 

Therefore, when Ravana entered his royal chamber to recover his wits and get 
some time to reflect, Mandodari approached him with an urgent appeal to abandon a 
confrontational attitude with Lord Ram as there was no match between the Lord and 
her husband Ravana. To engage in a destructive war that loomed on the horizon was 
not at all justified on the part of her husband, especially when the fault was not of 
Lord Ram but entirely of Ravana himself. She advised her husband to return Sita to 
her husband, Lord Ram, as this simple action of his would not only save the entire 
demon clan from annihilation but would give him immense good fame as well. 

But unfortunately, the fiat of Fate and the writ of Destiny wished something 
different for the demon race, and so Ravana, under the influence of these two 
powerful forces of creation, was so much deluded and made so stubborn that he 
refused to relent and budge from his position. ] 


When Ravana felt that he was feeling very restless, he dismissed the court, smiled as 
if to dispel his worries (and hide his embarrassment), and then retired to his palace. 


(1) 


Meanwhile, Mandodari (Ravana’s wife) heard the news' that Lord Ram has finally 
arrived by tying or bridging the ocean as it was a mere sport for him. [To wit, Lord 
Ram had no difficulty in getting a bridge across the ocean constructed. It was almost 
like a sporting activity for him, requiring no great effort.] (2) 


[Note—'How did Mandodari hear the news? Well, the queens had their own loyal 
spies and confidantes who would keep her updated about the goings-on in the 
kingdom. Mandodari too had her own network of faithful spies and messengers who 
would keep her informed of all the developments in and around Lanka—apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 36. | 
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She received her husband at the gate of the palace, and holding his hands she brought 
him inside her own palace, speaking to him sweetly and in a polite way. (3) 


Once inside, she respectfully bowed her head at his feet, and then spreading the end of 
her garment before him in a symbolic gesture of submission and as a token of her 
expecting him to fulfill her wishes, she pleaded, ‘My dear husband! Please listen to 
my words without getting angry at me. [My Lord, abandon your anger and listen to 
what I have to say. It is for your own good, as well as mine.] (4) 
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Oh Lord, one should be hostile towards and make an enemy with only such a person 
with whom one is very sure to win by the virtue of one’s superior intellect as well as 
far better strength and abilities’. (5) 


Verily, the difference between you and Raghupati (Lord Ram, the Lord of the Raghu 
line of kings of Ayodhya) is akin to the difference between a glow-worm and the sun’. 


(6) 


[Note—'To wit, it is an established maxim that one should be sure of his own strength 
and abilities, of one’s own strengths and weaknesses before creating animosity with 
another person. Otherwise, it is a stupid thing for one to create hostility with someone 
who may later on prove to be a hard nut to crack and more than a match for the 
former. A careless action of dare devilry often leads to an embarrassing situation and 
loss of face, if not outright defeat and loss of whatever prestige and dignity that one 
possesses. 

Two virtues are mentioned by Mandodari here—‘intellect or intelligence’ and 
‘strength and power’. These two qualities are needed to vanquish one’s opponent and 
win a war. An intelligent and wise commander who has a strong and powerful army 
can easily out-manoeuvre the enemy and defeat him even if the latter is superior in 
terms of number of soldiers. 

These qualities—of intelligence and wisdom on the one hand, and strength, 
power, skill and ability on the other hand—are essential to achieve success in an 
endeavour. Sursa, the mother of the serpents, who was sent by the gods to test 
Hanuman on these parameters while he was on his way to Lanka to search for Sita, 
also declared that since Hanuman did have these virtues he would definitely succeed 
in his mission—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 2. 

Later on when Hanuman met Sita and wished to eat fruits from the trees in the 
Ashok garden because he was feeling very hungry, Sita too let him do so because she 
decided he is highly intelligent and strong enough to cope with any eventuality and 
protect himself—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 17. 


*Here, Mandodari compares Lord Ram to the bright sun and her husband Ravana to 
the glow-worm. Just like the dim light of the glow-worm fades in comparison to the 
brilliant light of the sun, all the strength, powers, glories and virtues of Ravana taken 
together are dimmed when weighed against those of Lord Ram. 

It ought to be noted here that the same analogy of a glow-worm vis-a-vis the 
sun to compare Ravana with Lord Ram was used by Sita when she rebuked the demon 
king for his attempt to force her to submission—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Doha no. 9. It should also be noted that at that time Ravana had become furious 
with Sita, but when Mandodari now chides him with the same example he remained 
restrained. It is because he loved Mandodari dearly and knew that what she was 
saying was out of her concern for his own safety, while in the case of Sita it was a 
rebuke from a captive and an enemy’s wife, which was unacceptable. 
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Another reason is that here Ravana and Mandodari are alone, while when he 
was talking to Sita in the Ashok grove there were so many demons and demonesses in 
attendance, a situation which made him furious because he felt that he was being 
insulted publicly in front of his own subordinates. | 
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He (Lord Ram in his primary form as Lord Vishnu, the 2™ of the Trinity Gods and the 
protector and sustainer of creation; the cosmic form of the Supreme Being) is the one 
who had slayed the most powerful and strong demons named Madhu and Kaitav', as 
well as the great warriors who were the sons of Diti (i.e. the two demon brothers 
Hiranyakashipu’ and Hiranyaksha’). (7) 


He who had tied the legendary king of demons named Bali*, and had slayed 
Sahastrabahu’, he is the Lord who has now manifested himself as Lord Ram. 

[To wit, my dear husband, be wary of Lord Ram. He is the same Lord who 
had killed so many powerful demons as listed here, demons who had considered 
themselves virtually invincible and un-conquerable during their time. They were all 
like you, may be stronger and more powerful. But they stood no chance against Lord 
Vishnu. So mind you—there is an alarm bell ringing and you ought to wake up before 
it’s too late for you.] (8) 


[Note—'Madhu and Kaitav—According to the legendary story as narrated in 
Markandey Puran, the Vedas had been stolen by two demons named Madhu and 
Kaitav who had hidden them in the eastern ocean. Lord Vishnu had assumed the form 
of Hayagriva to kill them and restore the Vedas. 

The legend about the birth of these two demons Madhu and Kaitav is that at 
the time Brahma the creator emerged atop a thousand-petal lotus that sprouted from 
the navel of Lord Vishnu, the Viraat Purush, two drops of water symbolising the two 
Gunas (qualities) of Raja and Tama (the medium and the lowest type of qualities) 
were present on one of the petals on which Brahma sat. Madhu was born from the 
drop of Raja Guna, and Kaitav from the drop of water representing Tama Guna. 

Once they went up to the heaven and saw the Vedas in all their glorious form 
placed alongside Brahma who was engaged in the process of creation. The duo 
immediately stole the Vedas and hid them under the water of the eastern ocean. 
Brahma was confounded and requested Lord Vishnu to retrieve them as the Vedas 
were the former’s eyes as they contained all the knowledge needed for all the aspects 
of creation. So Vishnu appeared as a deity with a head of a horse—i.e. as Hayagriva. 
The heaven was his head, the rays of the Sun were his glistening hairs, the sky and the 
underworld were his ears, the earth was his forehead, the river Ganges and Saraswati 
were the two halves of his chest, the oceans were his thighs, the Sun and the Moon 
were his eyes, dusk was his nostril, OM was his ornament, electric was his tongue, the 
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Pittars (Spirits of dead ancestors) were his teeth, the Brahma Loka was his lip, and 
Kalratri (the night of the doomsday) was his neck. 

The Lord entered the ocean and went to the ocean bed, the nether world called 
the ‘Patal Loka’. There, he began to neigh melodiously, singing the hymns of the Sam 
Veda. The two demons were so enchanted by this singing that they came out to hear 
it. Lord Hayagriva got an opportunity and he immediately took the Vedas and gave 
them to Brahma. After their restoration, he went back to the ocean and lived there for 
some time. 

When the demons reached the place from where they had heard the sweet 
singing emanating, they found no one. So they got suspicious and rushed back to 
where they had concealed the Vedas to find them missing. Then they began frantically 
to search for the Vedas as well as the miscreant who removed the scriptures from the 
hiding place. They reached the surface of the ocean and found Lord Vishnu peacefully 
reclined on the bedstead of the celestial serpent named Sheshnath. They assumed that 
certainly the Lord was the one who had taken away the Vedas. They shouted and 
caused so much raucous that Lord Vishnu woke up from his cosmic sleep, and then 
there ensued a battle between the Lord and the demons which lasted for five thousand 
years. 

Pleased by their valour and ardour, Vishnu asked them to request for a grant of 
a boon. The haughty demons retorted and sneered at the Lord, asking the latter to ask 
for a boon instead. The Lord asked that they be killed at his hands. [Markandey Puran, 
81/74.] Taken aback, the demons said that they were also entitled for a boon as 
promised by the Lord himself. The Lord granted them permission to ask, and they 
requested that they be killed at a place where the earth was not submerged in water. 
[Markandey Puran, 81/76.] Vishnu immediately spread his thighs on the surface of the 
ocean, and deluded by the Lord’s Maya the demons thought that dry earth has 
emerged from the ocean. Aside of this, they also found in this happening a chance of 
their own salvation and so willingly put their heads on it. Vishnu invoked his 
Sudarshan Chakra (the sharp weapon of Vishnu which is like a circular saw) to chop 
off their heads. This episode is described in detail in the Markandey Puran, Chapter 
81. 

Perhaps this episode describes how the continents and islands came into being 
during the process of creation. 

A slight variant of the above narration is available in the Mahabharat, Van 
Parva, Canto no. 203. According to it, the demons Madhu and Kaitav went to the 
Kshir Sagar, the celestial ocean of milk where Lord Vishnu was reclining on the 
coiled body of Seshnath, some time after Brahma, the creator of the physical world 
and the Vedas, was born atop a divine lotus that emerged from Lord Vishnu’s navel. 
These two demons began to terrorize Brahma. The scared Brahma shook the stem of 
the lotus violently, and this stirred up Lord Vishnu from his sleep. The Lord saw the 
two great demons and was very impressed by them and their valour. Lord Vishnu 
asked the two demons to request for a boon which will be granted to them. The two 
demons were very haughty, and they sneered at Vishnu, saying that the latter should 
ask for a boon instead. They will grant Vishnu anything he wants. 

Vishnu was extremely annoyed and taken aback at their temerity and 
arrogance. So he said that he wished to kill them—this is the boon he wants to be 
granted. The two demons replied that though they do not like giving this boon as this 
means their death, but they are true to their words, so Lord Vishnu could go ahead and 
kill them. But since Vishnu had asked them for a boon first, they also had a right to be 
granted what they wished. The first boon they wanted to be granted to them was that 


3925 


must die at a place where there is no water, and the second boon was that they wished 
to become sons of the Lord. So Lord Vishnu spread his thighs on which he placed the 
two demons and cut off their heads with his circular weapon known as the Sudarshan 
Chakra. 

According to the version in Devi Bhagwat, 1/4/9, these two demons were 
killed at the intervention of goddess Mahakaali, the divine Mother and the cosmic 
force that brings an end to this creation. She was invoked by Brahma when the 
demons began terrorizing him. She woke Vishnu from his deep sleep of meditation, 
and when even Vishnu couldn’t kill these demons after a vicious battle, the goddess 
Mahakali used her powers of delusions to help Vishnu slay them. 

There is another demon by the name of Madhu. He was himself the son of 
demoness Lolaa, and the father of the demon Lavanaasur. This Madhu was a great 
devotee of Lord Shiva and had obtained a powerful Trident from the Lord with the 
condition that it would not be used to attack the gods or harm (injure and kill) 
anybody in this world. He built a city named Madhupura and ruled from there. His 
queen was called Khumbhinasi. 

When his son Lavanaasur began transgressing the laws of Dharma (righteous 
conduct), he became extremely disgusted so much so that he went away to do Tapa 
(austerities and penances). After his going away, Lavanaasur became very cruel and 
tyrannical. Ultimately, he was killed by Shatrughan, the younger brother of Lord 
Ram. 


*Lord Vishnu had assumed the form of ‘Narsingh or Nirsingh’ (half-lion and half- 
man) to slay the demon Hiranyakashipu who had been tormenting Prahalad, his son, 
because the latter worshipped and had devotion for Lord Vishnu whom the demon 
loathed. After having killed the demon, Nrisingh started roaming in the forests, 
striking terror in the hearts of all the creatures. It was then that Shiva, the universal 
Lord who has been honoured with the epithet of ‘Mahadev’ as he is the greatest and 
supreme God, had assumed the form of Sharav, the killer, and liberated Vishnu from 
the body of Nrisingh. [Refer Sharav Upanishad of Atharva Veda, verse no. 8.] Thus 
liberated, Vishnu had thanked him a lot (refer Sharav Upanishad of Atharva Veda, 
verse no. 19) and went to his divine abode called Vaikunth. So this ferocious form of 
Shiva known as Sharav was also called ‘Rudra’, the angry and ferocious form of the 
Lord. One can imagine the fight that might have raged between Nrisingh and Rudra, 
and obviously Rudra must have been more ferocious than Nrisingh in order to subdue 
the latter. 

This ‘half lion and half man’ form of the Lord is a visible image that has a 
cosmic counterpart as the ‘half man and half female’ manifestation of the Lord that is 
known as ‘Ardha-Narishwar’. This cosmic form of Brahm as Ardha-Narishwar has 
two components—the right half is depicted in iconography as being a male 
representing Shiva, the great God, the other half is female representing his divine 
Shakti known as Parvati or Uma. This Shakti represents the dynamic energy of Shiva. 
When this applies to Brahm, the male aspect refers to the Supreme Being himself 
while the female aspect applies to Maya which is the dynamic power that Brahm 
employed to initiate this magical creation. This depiction is basically envisioned to 
drive home the point that Brahm and Shakti are inseparable in the context of the 
creation of the world. This elementary method of reproduction is known as ‘asexual 
reproduction’ and is depicted by many asexual plants and animals even today. For 
instance, the one-celled amoeba reproduces itself by cleavage. On the other hand, if 
we were to regard Brahm in its purest form as the cosmic Consciousness, then Brahm 
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would not need the other half of the Maya, and would only be one and universal entity 
which has no definite and describable form and shape, it has no characteristic 
features, attributes and qualities. This form of the sublime and most subtle Brahm is 
known as either the Hiranyagarbha or the Viraat Purush depending upon the level of 
subtlety and grossness which is assigned to it, the former being more subtle than the 
latter. 

The ‘lion’ part is a metaphor for the grand qualities of unmatched authority, 
stupendous strength, physical prowess and complete and unchallenged sway over the 
entire domain of creation just like a lion has over the forest and its inhabitant wild 
animals. This term is symbolic of the inherent stupendous might of the supreme 
Brahm as the unquestioned and powerful Lord of this forest-like world inhabited by 
myriad varieties of living beings, called the Jivas, just like a dense forest infested by 
wild animals. Similarly, the ‘man’ part symbolizes the fact that Brahm is the most 
highly placed Lord much like a human being who represents the highest level in the 
ladder of evolution. 

In other words, even as the lion is the unquestioned lord of the wilds and the 
man is of all the living beings, the supreme transcendental Brahm is the unquestioned 
Lord of all that exists with all its variations in this creation, whether in its primary 
form represented by the wild and primitive animals of the jungle or in its more 
evolved and developed form represented by the man, with all the other stages of 
creation included in between these two. 

Lord Nrisingh is the fourth incarnation of the Supreme Being who had taken 
various forms to ward off and overcome evil forces in creation when they become 
ascendant and overcame the good and the righteous. The Lord did this to maintain 
order in the creation which is like his offspring. 

So when one of his great devotees known as Prahalaad was being extremely 
tormented by his own father, the demon Hiranyakashipu, the Lord appeared as 
Nrisingh—or as a half lion and half man form—from the pillar to which the innocent 
lad was tied by the demon to prove to him the omnipresence and all-pervading form 
of the Supreme Being. Nrisingh is a personification of the grand virtues of dynamism, 
power, energy, valour and strength, and hence is worshipped by warriors and rulers in 
general. The Mantra of this Lord is believed to be very powerful and effective against 
enemies and opponents. 

Tulsidas has narrated this incident in his book “Kavitawali”, Uttar Kand, verse 
no. 128 which says— 

“The demon Hiranyakashipu drew his sword to kill Prahalad (his son), but 
though the former had no mercy in his heart, the latter did not run away seeing his 
father who resembled the terrible God of death in a personified form. And when he 
challenged Prahalad saying, ‘Tell me where your Ram is?’ The son replied, 
‘Everywhere!’ At this, the father asked him, ‘Is he present in this stone pillar as well?’ 
Then Prahalad replied, “Yes, sure!’. 

Hearing his earnest conviction and urgent call, Lord Narsingh manifested 
immediately, destroyed Prahalad’s enemy (his father), and became ferociously angry. 
Then, it was only after Prahalad prayed to him that he calmed down. 


*Hiranyaksha—He was slayed by Lord Vishnu in his incarnation as the Boar. It is the 
third incarnation of Vishnu in which he killed the demon Hiranyaksha and lifted the 
earth from the flood water where it had vanished. According to some versions, this 
demon had hidden the earth in the bowls of the ocean. This extrication and 
resurrection of the earth is a symbolic way of saying that the Lord saves the creation 


3927 


from being submerged in the vast ocean of sins and evil. An Upanishad preached by 
Lord Varaaha appears in the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition as its 30 Upanishad. The 
female aspect of Varaaha is known as Goddess Vaaraahi. 


“The demon king Bali— The story of king Bali appears in Srimad Bhagwat, 8/15-23. 
It relates to the Vaaman (dwarf mendicant) incarnation of Lord Vishnu. This is the 
fifth incarnation of Vishnu. Bali was a grandson of Prahalad for whom Vishnu had 
incarnated as Nrisingh (half men and half lion) earlier. 

King Bali was very righteous and powerful; he chased away Indra, the 
promiscuous and lustful king of Gods, from the throne of heaven, and conquered it. 
He performed a thousand Ashwamedha Yagya (horse sacrifice) during the course of 
which he had conquered the entire world and deprived Indra, the king of Gods who 
ruled over the heavens, of his heavenly powers. Aditi, the mother of Gods, was 
peeved, and she requested her husband, sage Kashyap, to find a way out. Kashyap 
advised her to pray to Lord Vishnu. Aditi did severe penance for twelve days at the 
end of which Vishnu appeared before her and asked how he could help her. When 
Aditi told him the problem, Vishnu promised that he will take birth as her son in the 
form of a ‘Vaaman’ (a dwarf Brahmin) and retrieve the earth and the kingdom of 
heaven from Bali’s dominion. 

Once he heard that king Bali was performing a great fire sacrifice, something 
Bali used to do routinely, and during which he had declared that he will give anything 
asked for, again something for which he was renowned. This religious sacrifice was 
being conducted on the banks of river Narmada. Seizing this opportunity, Vishnu in 
the form of a Vaaman approached Bali who welcomed him and paid his due respects. 
Then Bali asked Vaaman to ask for some gift or donation as this was the traditional 
practice during such great religious sacrifices. Vaaman was waiting for this chance. 
First he made Bali repeat his vows in public, and then asked for land measuring his 
three steps. 

Bali was dumbfounded—he wondered at the inconsequential dimension of the 
land covered by three tiny steps of this dwarf! Bali requested Vishnu to ask for 
something more, but Vishnu was adamant. Bali’s priest, sage Shukracharya, knew 
that this dwarf was no one else but Vishnu, and so he tried to persuade Bali to abstain 
from making such commitment off-hand, because he will lose his entire kingdom. But 
Bali refused, saying that being the grandson of Prahalad, he cannot rescind on his 
words that he will give this Brahmin dwarf whatever he asks, even if it means 
sufferance. 

Shukracharya was annoyed at this disobedience, but Vishnu was extremely 
pleased, and the Lord decided that after fulfilling the promise made to the Gods he 
will instantly reward Bali in ample terms, and will himself serve him! What a 
wonderful grace Vishnu shows. 

So it happened that Vishnu, in the form of Vaaman, assumed a colossal form 
of cosmic proportions. The Lord measured the entire earth that Bali ruled in his first 
step. In the second step Vishnu measured the whole heaven. Nothing was left for the 
third step—so Bali offered his head! Vishnu was extremely pleased, and being the 
Lord of the world, he decided that since Bali has offered his own self to him like a 
faithful devotee, he will fully reward him. Hence, Vishnu blessed Bali that he will go 
down in history as the greatest donor and righteous of all times, that he will become 
Indra, the king of Gods, and rule over the heavens during the celestial era known as 
Saawarni Manvantar, that till that time he shall become the king of the nether world 
where demons would live, and to add icing to the cake the Lord declared that he 
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himself will become his gatekeeper, and anybody who dared oppose him would be 
punished by the Lord himself! 


>Sahasbahu— The story of ‘Sahastra-baahw’ in brief is as follows—There was once a 
thousand-armed Kshatriya (warrior class) king known as ‘Sahastraarjun’ or ‘Arjun 
with a thousand hands’. He was the son of king Kritvirya whose kingdom was known 
as Anup; its capital city was known as Maahismati and it was situated on the southern 
bank of river Narmada. 

In his early life he was a very righteous and conscientious person, a man of 
upright thoughts and noble conduct. After the death of his father when the court 
ministers wished to anoint him on the throne of the kingdom, he refused, saying: 
‘Kingdom leads a king to hell if he cannot live upto the expectations of his subjects 
and rule according to the principles of Dharma (righteousness and probity). The main 
source of income of a king is ‘tax collected from his subjects’, but if this tax is 
collected in an improper way, and if it is not utilized for the welfare of the subjects of 
the kingdom in accordance with the principles of Dharma which say that the main use 
of state revenue is to ensure that traders are given all facilities and protection for 
carrying out legitimate trade, are not looted by thieves, the subjects of the kingdom 
are given due protection and their interests are always kept ahead of everything else, 
and so on and so forth. So unless I acquire such powers and abilities by doing Tapa 
(penance), I will not accept the throne.’ 

When Sahastrabahu said this, the great sage Garg advised him that if he indeed 
wishes to do Tapa and acquire mytical powers to rule the vast kingdom in accordance 
to Dharma then he should go and serve Lord Dattatreya, an incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu. Dattatreya lived in a cave of Mt. SahyaParvat and did Tapa there 
(Markandeya Puran, Canto 18). So, Sahastrabahu went to Lord Dattatreya and began 
serving him diligently for a long period of ten thousand years. 

According to Padma Puran, Sristi Khand, Canto 12, when Dattatreya was 
pleased with his service and austerities, he granted him four boons: (1) First, the king 
asked for one thousand arms. (ii) Second, he wished that no one in his kingdom would 
even dare to think in an unrighteous and sinful way. (iii) Third, he wanted to conquer 
the whole earth and rule over it. (iv) Fourth, that if he has to die then it must be in the 
battle-field at the hands of a warrior who is superior to him in every way. 

According to Markandey Puran, Canto 18, verse nos. 14-18, the king was 
granted ten boons as follows: (i) The powers and authority to rule over his subjects 
without acquiring sins. (ii) The ability to know the thoughts of others. (iii) No one 
should be able to face in the battle-field (i.e. he should become invincible). (iv) 
During a war he should have a thousand arms so as to fight his opponent with all of 
them at once. [This is also mentioned in Harivansha Puran, Canto 33, verse no. 14.] 
(v) He should have unhindered access to all places in the sky, water, earth, mountains 
and the nether world. (vi) If he has to die then it should be at the hands of someone 
stronger than him. (vii) If by chance he goes astray and falls on the wrong path, then 
he must have a chance to get good advice and company of saintly persons (i.e. he 
must be given an opportunity to mend his ways). (viii) He must have illustrious 
persons as his guests so that he can serve them and get their blessings. (1x) His wealth 
should never diminish even after liberal charities and giving of alms regularly; there 
should be no shortage of wealth in his kingdom. (x) The virtue of Bhakti (having 
devotion for Lord God) should be firm and perpetual in him. 

In Mahabharat, Van Parva, Canto 115, verse no. 12, it is said that by the grace 
of Dattatreya the king acquired an air-plane made of gold; that he ruled over the entire 
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earth; and that no one could stop his chariot. He was a great Emperor who conquered 
the whole world and made liberal charities. He is also regarded as a great scholar of 
Tantra Shastra. 

He was so powerful and mighty that when he bathed in the ocean and thrashed 
it with his thousand arms, he could turn the tide backwards. He would splash the 
water so heavily that marine creatures were tossed into the air like ninepins. [Brahm- 
Vaivarta Puran, Ganesh Khand, Canto 23-27. ] 

But the Laws of Creation are such that every good thing has to come to an end 
one day; nothing is eternal and permanent in this mortal gross world. This also 
applied to Sahastrabahu. As time passed, he became extremely haughty and cruel. He 
started subjugating even the Gods so as to remove all challenges to his authority and 
power. It is said that he ruled for eighty-five thousand years before he was killed by 
sage Parashuram. 

Once he was asked by the Fire God for alms, and the noble king could not 
refuse. The Fire God used this grant to burn everything and cause havoc everywhere, 
because he was certain that Sahastrabahu would not stop him. During this burning 
spree, the Fire destroyed the hermitage of sage Aapava (who was later on known as 
sage Vasistha according to Brahm Puran during its description of the race of Yayaati). 
The sage cursed king Sahastrabahu that his arms, relying upon whose strength the Fire 
God had destroyed his hermitage and was wreaking havoc on earth, would be cut by 
sage Parashuram. [Refer: Mahabharat, Shanti Parva, Canto 49, verse nos. 35-45; and 
Padma Puran, Sristi Khand, Canto 12.] 

One day, he was wandering along the shore of the ocean and out of his pride 
and haughtiness he covered it with thousands of arrows. The Ocean assumed a form 
and appeared before him to plead that he stop showering arrows into the water as all 
the marine creatures that live in the water would die. Sahastrabahu accepted the 
prayer but asked the Ocean to tell him about someone who could face him in battle, as 
he was itching for a face-off with anyone who could claim to be stronger than him as 
he wished to conquer the opponent and become an unchallenged warrior in this world. 
The Ocean told him to go sage Jamdagni whose son Parashuram would be fit 
opponent for him and would welcome him in battle. [Refer: Mahabharat, Ashwamegh 
Parva, Canto 29.] 

Such was Sahastraarjun’s sense of ego and pride that he could not bear that 
someone stronger be there on earth in his presence. So he collected his huge army and 
went to the hermitage of sage Jamdagni. 

The sage duly welcomed the king and extended warm hospitality to him. 
Sahastraarjun was however astonished at the lavish way the forest-dwelling hermit 
had entertained him. So he wanted to know the reason. Upon finding out that the sage 
managed to do this miracle because he possessed a divine cow known as ‘Kamdhenu’ 
or Kapila cow which could produce anything desired in an instant, the greedy king 
was filled with jealousy. Driven by avarice and rapacity, he demanded that the sage 
give this cow to him. Obviously Jamdagni refused. So the king forcefully snatched the 
cow from him and in the ensuing tussle he killed Jamdagni. 

At that time, Jamdagni’s brave son Parashuram was not there. When he 
returned, home he found his mother grieving. Coming to know of the reason, he 
immediately took the vow that he will eliminate all the Kshatriya kings from the 
surface of the earth by killing all of them. His mother had beaten her chest twenty-one 
times as a sign of mourning, so he declared that he will continue to wipe out the 
Kshatriya kings for an equal number of times, i.e. for twenty-one generations. 
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He comforted his mother and attacked Sahastraarjun, severed all his thousand 
arms with his battle-axe and then killed him. [This story is narrated in Mahabharat, 
Ashwamegha Parva, Canto 29.] 

Extremely peeved by the Kshatriya race to which this king belonged, 
Parashuram vowed to eliminate the entire race from the surface of the earth as a 
revenge for the killing of his father. This was the reason why Parashuram had fought 
and killed thousands of Kshatriya to avenge the killing of his father by Sahastraarjun. 

The story of Sahastrabahu and how Ravana, the king of the demon race who 
ruled in Lanka, was humiliated by him, is narrated in Valmiki’s Ramayana, Uttar 
Kand, Canto nos. 31-33; Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse 
nos. 55-57; and in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 90-95. 

Briefly it is as follows: Sahastrabahu was the son of Kritvirya and the king of 
Mahishmati situated on the banks of river Narmada. By the blessings of sage 
Dattatreya he could get a thousand arms when he so desired. One day when he was 
enjoying himself with his ladies and mistresses in the river, Ravana had too gone 
there to offer worship to Lord Shiva. Ravana’s attendants had collected flowers for 
offering to Lord Shiva. In the meantime, Sahastrabahu, who was showing off his 
majesty to impress the women, had used his thousand arms to block the flow of water 
in the river, which therefore flooded the banks and flowed upstream. The flowers that 
Ravana’s attendants had collected for worship were washed away, which gravely 
annoyed Ravana as it disrupted his worship. On learning the cause of this flood, 
Ravana immediately went to challenge Sahastrabahu and started a fierce battle with 
his soldiers. Upon learning that Ravana has destroyed the entire army, Sahastrabahu 
himself came to face him. A severe battle ensued. As soon as the chief commander of 
the demon army, named Prahasta, fell, the rest of the demons fled; and then followed 
a one-to-one duel between Ravana and Sahastrabahu. These two mighty warriors used 
massive war-maces to hit each other. Finally, Sahastrabahu hit Ravana so hard that he 
tottered and swooned, and was so dazed that he sat down to recover himself. Seizing 
the moment, Sahastrabahu captured Ravana and held him tight in his thousand arms, 
using these arms like ropes to ensnare him so firmly that Ravana could not wriggle 
out. After this, Sahastrabahu brought Ravana to his capital city and imprisoned him 
like an ordinary prisoner of war. Later on, sage Pulastya went to plead with 
Sahastrabahu, and he not only succeeded in getting Ravana released but also in 
forging a friendship between the two. This version is according to Valmiki’s 
Ramayana, Uttar Kand, Canto nos. 31-33.] 


are, Aa AT ARA ATT ATA ea Fatal Gas STAT I S 1 
tasu birodha na kīji'a natha. kala karama jiva jākēm hatha. 9. 


Oh Lord. It is not wise to oppose him whose hands command the destiny of the world 
by way of regulating the factors of time and death, the deeds done by all, and the fate 
of all living beings. 

[To wit, Lord Ram is the Supreme Lord under whose command lie Kaal (time, 
death), Karma (deeds) and Jiva (the living being)'.] (9) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 25 where we read that Marich too has advised Ravana the same thing; and 
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once again in (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 27 where 
Angad, Lord Ram’s emissary, tells Ravana a similar thing. 

‘Kaal’ or time is a factor that determines the lifespan of all things, animate and 
inanimate. ‘Kaal’ is also the name of the god of death who devours everything in 
creation. 

‘Karma’ or the deed done by a living being is a factor that determines his fate. 

‘Jiva’ or the living being, the creature, is under the control of both the Kaal 
and Karma, i.e. his lifespan is fixed by the factor of time, and his fate is determined 
by the deeds done by him. 

And the Supreme Being controls all of them. Lord Ram is this Supreme 
Being. | 
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I advise you to give Janki (Sita) back to Lord Ram’, and then after bowing 
reverentially at his lotus-like holy feet you should hand over the reins of the kingdom 
to your son (Meghnad) and head to the forest to (meditate and) worship Lord 
Raghunath (the Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram). (Doha no. 6) 


[Note—'Earlier, the same advice was given to Ravana by Vibhishan, Malyawant and 
Shuk—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 38—to Doha no 39 (a); (ii) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 40; 
(iii) Chaupai line nos. 3-7 that precede Doha no. 57. 

In both these cases, Ravana had become exceedingly wrathful. But now in the 
case of Mandodari, though he did not like her advice, yet he did not react so 
vehemently as he had done with Vibhishan and Malyawant.] 
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My Lord; Raghurai (Lord Ram) is exceedingly kind, gracious, compassionate and 
merciful towards those who are humble, downtrodden and devoid of any resources 
(dinadayala). 

The Lord has such stupendous mystical powers and majesty that if a tiger goes 
near him it will not be able to devour the Lord’. (1) 


You have done whatever you had wished to do and accomplish in your life. You have 
vanquished the gods and the demons; you have conquered the entire creation that 
consists of animate creatures and inanimate things. [So therefore, what more is left for 
you to desire? All your wishes of acquiring fame and glory have already been 
fulfilled.] (2) 


Oh Ravana (“dasānana”; the ten-headed one)! Saints have laid down a principle that 
during the last quarter of a king’s life (“cauthempana”; the latter part of an ordinary 
person’s life when one crosses the age of 75 years), he ought to go to the forest. (3) 


There (in the forest), he (the king) should worship the Lord God who the creator, the 
sustainer and the protector, as well as the concluder of this creation’. 

[To wit, in ripe old age a wise king should hand over the reins of his kingdom 
to his chosen and competent heir, and proceed to the forest by detaching himself from 
all worldly affairs. Once in the forest, he should do meditation and penances, 
undertake penitence for past sins, and generally prepare his soul for exiting this 
mundane gross world to attain final peace and rest. This phase of life has two 
divisions—(a) Vaanprastha Ashram, and (b) Sanyas Ashram.]° (4) 


[Note—'This part of the verse has another interpretation though. It can also be read as 
follows: “Even a tiger, which is by nature a most ferocious animal, would not like to 
devour any creature if the latter goes and humbly submits itself before it, seeking 
protection and mercy.” 

What Mandodari intends to say is this: If her husband Ravana heeds her 
advice and goes to make peace with Lord Ram, then she is absolutely sure that though 
he had committed such a grave error and a sinful deed as abducting Sita, the wife of 
the Lord, yet the Lord will certainly forgive him because it is his nature to forgive the 
sinful and fallen creature if they are ready to repent, undertake penitence, and make a 
determination to change their bad nature. 

She cites the example of a tiger which feels reluctant to kill another creature if 
the latter pleads before the former to spare its life. Well, it is believed that if a person 
is suddenly confronted by a tiger and instead of trying to run away or looking terrified 
he looks straight in the eye of a tiger fearlessly, without once shifting his gaze, then 
the tiger would stop in its track and gradually withdraw. It attacks only when its prey 
turns away and tries to flee. 

There is another variation to this example. It is also believed that if a person 
suddenly confronts a tiger and falls to the ground to pretend to be dead, then the tiger 
would not kill him; the animal would come, smell the body, and thinking it to be a 
corpse would go away. The tiger hunts and kills it prey alive; it never feeds on dead 
bodies. 

Here, Mandodari is simply citing the odd example of the tiger sparing the life 
of another creature to emphasize the fact if an otherwise cruel animal as a tiger would 
not like to kill someone who is bold enough to face it, or as she would like to say “has 
voluntarily submitted himself before it by lying prostrate on the ground”, as it would 
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rather prefer to spare his life, then how can Lord Ram, who is by his inherent nature 
exemplarily merciful, kind and compassionate can ever think of harming someone 
who goes to him to surrender and seek his protection and grace. 

So therefore, Ravana must not have any reservations in going to Lord Ram to 
make peace with him. He should approach Lord Ram with humility and prostrate 
himself before the Lord as a sign of surrender. If he does so, then he aught naught to 
fear of being caught off guard and be captured by Lord Ram as his enemy; no such 
thing will happen for sure. But Ravana must be bold and courageous enough to go and 
face the Lord inspite of the huge bundle of sins he carries on his head; he must also 
throw away his inflated ego and be prepared to prostrate before the Lord. 


To wit, Mandodari advises her husband to follow tradition and hand over the reins of 
the demon kingdom to their son Meghnad, and then renounce all worldly attachment 
and head for the forest to prepare for final exit from this gross mundane world by 
doing meditation and repenting for his sins so that when the soul leaves this mortal 
body it can find its peace and rest. 


`The life of a man was divided into four quarters by ancient sages, forefathers and 
patriarchs of the society. These four quarters are the following—Brahmcharya, 
Grihastha, Vaanprastha and Sanyas. Each quarter was of approximately 20-25 years. 

The first quarter is when a man was supposed to study and learn the skills that 
are needed for the affairs of an adult life. This was ‘Brahmcharya Ashram’. The word 
literally means a celibate and one who exercises self-restraint. This was essential for 
study and inculcating skills which require focus of mind and heart. During this time, 
the man is is young and is supposed to observe austerities while he studies and 
acquires knowledge to equip him to face the world when he grows up 

The second quarter is ‘Grihastha Ashram’. It is when the student enters the 
household phase of life. He marries, raises a family and carries on with his profession 
or vocation to increase wealth and progeny. 

When a person becomes ripe in age, his working capacity decreases and he 
must prepare to pass on the baton to the next generation, to his heirs when they are 
ready to step in his shoes, and when he has done his bit for society. This is the 
“Vaanprastha Ashram’—the third phase of life when when a person prepares to hand 
the responsibilities of his worldly affairs to his heirs and mentally prepares himself to 
lead a calm and detached life so that he can get ready for the final phase of old age. 

Though it literally means ‘heading for the forest’, but not necessarily it be so. 
Its primary function is to withdraw from playing an active role in the affairs of the 
world and give one’s mind and body rest and peace after the toil of the previous years. 
In ancient times though, it actually meant going to the forest and spending time in a 
serene place in some hermitage. But in modern times it is neither feasible nor 
advisable. The best avenue is to withdraw from active role and serve more as an 
advisor and guide for the next generation in a dispassionate manner. 

The final and fourth quarter is called ‘Sanyas Ashram’ which clearly means 
absolute withdrawal from the world and its affairs. This is the time when the man is of 
about say 70 or more years of age. So he needs complete peace and should prepare to 
make an exit from the world without a fuss. He is expected to create such a situation 
that no one misses or wails for him nor anything suffers due to his absence. Thus, he 
dies peacefully and self-contentedly. 
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During the ‘Sanyas Ashram’ a person is expected to completely renounce the 
world and its entanglements, and instead spend the remaining part of his life in 
spiritual pursuit and searching ways for his spiritual liberation and deliverance. ] 
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[And who is this “Lord God” whom one ought to worship in the forest? Mandodari 
answers this question:- ] That Lord God is none other than Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram, 
the brave king in the family line of Raghu) who has great affection for those who 
prostrate before him (as a token of surrender and submission). 

So oh Lord; I beg of you that you should worship and adore him by 
abandoning all your worldly attachments and turning away from them. (5) 


He is the same Lord to attain whom great and illustrious sages and hermits undertake 
strenuous exercises of meditation and penances, and it is for him attaining him that 
great and famous kings of illustrious lineage renounce their homes and kingdoms to 
become mendicants. (6) 
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It is the same Supreme Lord who has manifested himself as the ‘Lord of Kaushal’ (i.e. 
as the King of Ayodhya, a kingdom of which the capital city had the same name), and 
he is known as ‘Raghuraya’ (literally ‘a great king of the Raghu dynasty). 

Indeed it is ‘he’ who has come to show his grace and mercy upon you. (7) 


Oh my dear husband, if you pay heed to and accept my advice (which, as your 
beloved wife, I am giving you for your own good and welfare), then be sure that your 
glory and goodness would spread and be eternally established in all the three divisions 
of this creation (i.e. in the heaven, on the earth, and in the nether world).'’ (8) 


[Note—'Mandodari told her husband Ravana that he has a golden opportunity to 
attain eternal freedom from sins and their horrendous consequences, and attain eternal 
peace and bliss for his soul as well as ensure his salvation and emancipation without 
the least trouble because the Supreme Lord who can bless a creature with these boons 
has been so gracious and kind enough to have taken the trouble of coming to 
Ravana’s own doorstep offering them to him. Now Ravana will be spared the trouble 
of having to undertake the difficult and most strenuous path by which a person can 
normally free himself of sins and attain emancipation and salvation for his soul by 
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renouncing the world during the last quarter or phase of his life, and spend his time 
exclusively in doing penances, austerities, meditation, contemplation and prayers, as 
well as in worshipping the Supreme Being. The scriptures has prescribed this path for 
all human beings, whether he be a king or a sage. 

Mandodari tells her husband that he is so exceedingly lucky and fortunate that 
the Supreme Being who is so difficult to access, to attain whom great sages, seers, 
hermits and ascetics do hard penances and austerities, for whom even great kings and 
emperors renounce their prosperous kingdoms and empires full of charmed life of 
pleasure and comfort, and head to the forest instead to do meditation and 
contemplation so that when they die their soul can attain eternal peace and rest, for 
whose sake the scriptures prescribe that a person should go on pilgrimage and do 
penances to clean his inner-self of all sins so that at the time of leaving his body the 
person’s soul, his ‘Atma’, can attain deliverance and emancipation—the same Lord 
has been so merciful and compassionate and kind and graceful that he has decided to 
spare Ravana all these great troubles by coming himself to his doorstep to offer him a 
chance for repentance and redemption. 

Hence, Mandodari says that Ravana would do the wisest thing in his life if he 
grabs this opportunity and goes to welcome Lord Ram, a manifested form of the 
Supreme Being, who is standing at his gate, waiting for Ravana to open the gates of 
his palace and meet his revered guest at the threshold. Be sure, she tells her husband, 
that he would be affectionately received by Lord Ram; he ought naught to have any 
doubt and misgivings on this count; he aught naught to fear for his safety at all. 

If he accepts her advice then he will reap a rich harvest of both fame and glory 
in this world as long as he lives, as well as of eternal peace and rest for himself and 
his soul when his life comes to an end.] 
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As Mandodari said these things, her eyes were filled with tears and her body 
trembled. 

Unable to restrain herself, she made a final appeal to Ravana, pleading with 
him as follows: ‘Oh Lord! I plead with you that you must worship Lord Ram so that 
my union with you as your wife would last forever.'’ (Doha no. 7) 


[Note—'Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 15-b. 

Mandodari has clearly hinted here that if Ravana does not pay heed to her 
good advice, then in the ensuing war he is certain to be killed. She loved her husband 
so much that while expressing her views she trembled and wept at the very thought of 
the prospect of his death. 

On the other hand of the scale, if he does pay attention to her then his future 
would be safe and secure. While alive he would rule over his kingdom in peace and 
freed from the guilt of having abducted another person’s wife, and when he finally 
dies, which all living beings must, his soul would be liberated from his body of a 
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demon and delivered from this world of transmigration to attain eternity. What more 
would anyone want? This glorious future is being offered to Ravana on a platter, so 
why should, and why would, he refuse it if any trace of sanity is left in him? 

Mandodari knew her husband’s nature well, so she was very fearful he would 
not listen to her advice because it did not fit in well with what he has decided to do. 
That is why, fearing for doom and destruction, she wept and trembled. | 


dio, AAW HAGM Sols lhe AMT Get Fst WATS Ul g M 
Ga of frat ger wa AAT VST ite aT AS SAAT 2 


caupa’. 


taba ravana mayasuta utha'l. kahai lāga khala nija prabhutā'. 1. 
sunu taim priya brtha bhaya mana. jaga jodha ko mohi samana. 2. 


Then Ravana picked up Mandodari (who was the daughter of the demon Maye; 
“mayasuta”’) who was lying on the ground at his feet. That evil fellow scoffed at her, 
and began boasting about himself and his abilities as follows— (1) 


‘Listen my dear wife. You are unnecessarily worried and feeling so excessively 
affright. Tell me: is there any other warrior comparable to me in this whole world; so 
what makes you so scared about my safety and security? 

[To wit, don’t you know that there is no one in this whole world who can 
match me in courage, strength, powers, valour and martial skills? So why on earth do 
you worry and feel so terrified about my safety, I don’t understand. ] (2) 


TST Hat TT AA HTT 1 ST aot Paras Geet TATT  3 N 
Ca TST A Aa TA AN HAT Sq SAT VT AT Ut YU 


baruna kubéra pavana jama kala. bhuja bala jitē'um sakala digapala. 3. 
déva danuja nara saba basa morém. kavana hétu upaja bhaya toreém. 4. 


[Now, Ravana lists his achievements and military successes in an attempt to reassure 
Mandodari and dispel her fears. | 


I have conquered all the Digpals (junior gods who are assigned different roles in this 
creation and act as custodians of the world in their respective domains)—such as 
Varun (the god of water), Kuber (the treasurer of the gods), Pawan (the wind god), 
Yam (the god of hell), Kaal (the god of death and the one who presides over a living 
beings lifespan)—well, I have vanquished all of them by the strength of my arms. 
[Don’t you know about it?] (3) 


Well, all the Gods and the Danujs (demons; non-gods) as well as the Nars (human 
beings) are under my control (don’t you know that too?)'. 

So therefore, tell me what makes you so scared; why are you so sore affright 
about my safety (and my ability to face my enemy, Lord Ram)?’ (4) 
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[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Baal Kand, Doha no. 182 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 6-13 that precede it; and (ii) Lanka Kand, Doha no. 25 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 1-8 that precede it where Ravana asserts the same thing before Angad who 
was sent by Lord Ram as his emissary to see if some way could be found to avoid the 
bloody war.] 


art fate afe nea apg aA art ae at R N & N 
HA Cea BTA SATs ATT ET STITT SAPHAAT N G 11 


nana bidhi tehi kahési bujha’. sabham bahori baitha so ja'l. 5. 
mandodarim hrdayam asa jana. kala basya upaja abhimana. 6. 


Ravana tried to dispel Mandodari’s fears and tried to comfort her in different ways, 
and then he went back to sit in his royal court!. (5) 


Meanwhile, Mandodari realized that her husband was highly deluded and mightily 
distracted in his mind as he was, by the fiat of Providence, in the throes of death, and 
that is why he has become so haughty and stubborn as well as out of his wits”. (6) 


[Note—'We have read earlier that Ravana was in his royal court where he had 
received the shocking information about the bridge being built and Lord Ram landing 
on the shores of Lanka with his formidable army. Then he had left the assembly 
briefly and went to his palace to recover from this initial shock. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 5 along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
it. } 

Ravana comforted his wife Mandodari and asked her to stop worrying about 
imaginary things. He seemed very confident about his own abilities and invincibility; 
he reassured her that everything would be alright, and there was no cause for the panic 
reaction she seems to portray. 

“Look dear”, said he to her, “I very much appreciate your concern for me, but 
at the same time I don’t understand what makes you so agitated and worried. Tell me, 
aren’t you aware of my unparallel strength, powers, valour and achievements; aren’t 
you aware that I have conquered the whole world, and even the so-called gods and 
digpals are terrified even by my name. They run away when they hear I am in a foul 
mood; they scamper for cover and run helter-skelter when I go to their places. What is 
this human prince called ‘Ram’ before my might? Why are you so confounded and 
shaken? Surely you must be under the influence of some evil spirit that has instilled 
so much fear in your noble and otherwise fearless heart. Look my dear; this sort of 
behaviour does not behoove of the wife of Ravana. You must be shameful of your 
attitude! So get up and cheer up. There is nothing at all to worry.” 


?She was certain that since ‘death’ is fast approaching her husband, his mind and its 
sense of wisdom and rationality have been clouded by the dark and negative forces of 
haughtiness and stubbornness. He seems to have lost his prudence, and is behaving 
arrogantly and irrationally. He is driven so insane by ‘death’, the mighty force of 
creation that leaves no one immune to its rule and spares no one from its grasp, that he 
is being drawn towards it involuntarily like a leaf being sucked in by a violently 
swirling whirlwind. She realized that the fiat of fate and the dictate of destiny has 
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prevailed over her husband’s mind so much so that he is driven more by his false 
pride of invincibility and strength than coming to terms with truth and acting with 
prudence in accordance with the ground realities. ] 


aut stg Hire a ag lara Har fate fq À GET ou 
mete Ata ay frat ae a AT WY WE HTT G N 
eS HAT Va Hat fran VAC Hy Urey SNe TANT UF Ul 


sabham a'i mantrinha téhim būjhā. karaba kavana bidhi ripu sairh jujha. 7. 
kahahim saciva sunu nisicara naha. bara bara prabhu pUchahu kaha. 8. 
kahahu kavana bhaya kari'a bicara. nara kapi bhalu ahara hamara. 9. 


Ravana went to his royal court where all his advisors and courtiers had assembled. He 
asked them how the war is to be fought; what strategy is to be adopted and how the 
army is to be deployed’. (7) 


All the ministers answered unanimously, in one voice, ‘Oh the king of the demons 
(nisicara naha)! Listen: Why are you (so worried or confused that you are) 
repeatedly asking the same thing again’? (8) 


To speak the truth, pray think and tell us what is there to be so scared for by us— 
because we are accustomed to devouring both the human beings and the monkeys; 
they are like fodder for us. [Is anyone afraid of his own food? So what is there to 
worry? We are hungry, and we shall devour the enemy like one munches one’s meal.] 


(9) 


[Note—'We are by now acquainted with Ravana’s character that he was not ready to 
heed any advice; he would not listen to anybody. So then what was the need to 
consult his advisors regarding the war? Well, there are three apparent reasons: 

One is that he wished to ascertain who amongst them was totally committed 
and devoted to his cause, and who was in two minds. 

Second, when the news of Lord Ram building the bridge and landing in Lanka 
had arrived a little while ago, he couldn’t hide his astonishment and alarm (apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 5). Then, his wife Mandodari had left him 
more uncertain of the future by her own entreaty asking him to abandon his hostile 
attitude towards Lord Ram and make peace with him (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 8). Both these things had left him confused and in a dilemma. 
Normally he would make his own decisions, but now his self-confidence was so much 
shaken and he was so confounded that he wasn’t able to think coherently and cogently 
on his own. Therefore, he wished to take in the view of others so as to formulate a 
proper strategy for the impending war. 

Third, he wished to impress upon his commanders and ministers that he has 
full faith in them, that he trusts them, that he gives their opinions great value and 
importance, that this war is to be fought jointly by all the demons, and that he is 
confident that they will be his faithful allies. 
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“Earlier you had asked us about our opinion when the news arrived that the army of 
Lord Ram has assembled on the other side of the ocean, and was preparing to cross it. 
At that time too we had told you that there is nothing to worry—trefer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-9 that precede Doha no. 37. 

To wit, why are you so worried that you do not know what our answer would 
be? Don’t you know that we have faced such situations many times in the past, when 
we had launched attack on the gods or when some other enemy had attacked us? Have 
we ever felt afraid in the face of battle; have we ever had second thoughts about 
fighting our enemy boldly and bravely till he is completely vanquished? So what’s 
new now that has made you doubt what our answer would be? | 


Glo. WAI Aa Mat UM he Weed He NR | 
vita fatter a after wey Aa ata sift AR uc i 
doha. 


saba ké bacana Sravana suni kaha prahasta kara jori. 
niti birodha na kari'a prabhu mantrinha mati ati thori. 8. 


When Prahast heard what others had said, he stood up with his joined palms as a sign 
of prayerful submission before Ravana (because he did not agree with the advice 
given by the courtiers). He said, ‘Oh Lord, you should not do anything that is not 
proper and against the laws of propriety. Your ministers are all ill-witted and they 
have a low intellect. (Doha no. 8) 


[Note—Prahast was Ravana’s son—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 10.] 


dio, whale ahaa we seated | areata Oe stra Ue state i 
aR arf wen cafe strat | are afta HA AE BA WaT I R M 
OM Tet Pele da Hie ISNA TTS Ha ae GT 3 


caupal. 


kahahirn saciva satha thakurasohati. natha na pūra ava ēhi bhāmťī. 1. 
baridhi naghi ēka kapi ava. tasu carita mana mahum sabu gava. 2. 
chudha na rahi tumhahi taba kahu. jarata nagaru kasa na dhari khahu. 3. 


They are unable to grasp the gravity of the situation, and are speaking things which 
you wish to hear, like true sycophants and flatterers usually do, not which is good for 
you. But my Lord beware, such hollow talk will not be of any help to you when you 
have to face hard ground realities. (1) 


One single monkey had come here by crossing the mighty ocean. His deeds were so 
marvellous and astounding that everyone here remembers them secretly in his heart, 
and even speak of them in private (as they are terrified to talk of it openly)’. (2) 
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Why, weren’t anyone of you hungry then that you couldn’t grab and devour him 
(Hanuman) when he was burning Lanka’? (3) 


[Note—'To wit, what Hanuman had done here in Lanka is talk of the town; everyone 
speaks of it in a hushed tone and in private discussions because they are scared you 
might hear them speak of a subject that they fear you will not like to hear about. But 
that does not mean that anyone has forgotten about what Hanuman had done to 
Lanka. 


*You all boast of not worrying about the monkeys and humans as they are staple food 
of demons (as said in Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 8 herein above). Well 
then, if this is the case then was no one hungry to catch hold of Hanuman and eat him 
up to help save our city from being burnt to ashes? Why do you boast now and put 
yourselves to shame? ] 


Ora ae srt ga Ura | ahaa ate Ae UÈ Gara Ul YU 
Wie onthe daras FT | SAS BA GT ASST UG Ut 
Gl Wl HAS Glas SH UE LAS Gels Wa Met Hews N G I 


sunata nika agém dukha pava. sacivana asa mata prabhuhi sunava. 4. 
jehim barisa bamdhaya'u hela. utaré'u séna saméta subéla. 5. 
so bhanu manuja khaba hama bhā'ī. bacana kahahim saba gala phula’. 6. 


These flattering ministers have given your lordship an advice that seems so reassuring 
and pleasant to hear at its face value, but which would give you nothing but trouble 
and grief later on in the long run. (4) 


He (i.e. Lord Ram) has been able to tame the mighty ocean as if it was a mere sport 
for him, and now he has landed on Mt. Subel with his large and formidable army. (5) 


It is such an irony that now your ministers boast with a loud mouth by saying that 
they will eat this gentleman along with his army!’ (6) 


[Note—'Well, will you tell me what were they doing while the bridge was being 
constructed, what were they doing when the enemy’s army was crossing it, what were 
they doing when Lord Ram and his army landed on the shores of Lanka, and why 
could none of the demons could stop the march of the army from the shore and up Mt. 
Subel? Even a blind man can see through this airy talk and loud bluster that is hollow 
from the inside. ] 


Ald Sat Aa GF sift stat a WA AE AS HR Brae 9 N 
fra ort st aate eet tA ae repre aT sree N e N 
aa un fea Gad Holt 1 ale VW Hale at AT WY AT Sl 
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tata bacana mama sunu ati adara. jani mana gunahu mohi kari kadara. 7. 
priya bani jē sunahim jé kahahim. aise nara nikaya jaga ahahim. 8. 
bacana parama hita sunata kathore. sunahim je kahahim tē nara prabhu 
thōrē. 9. 


My dear father (tāta)! Pay close attention to my words (advice), and don’t think me to 
a coward or scared of anything. (7) 


There are lots and lots of people who speak what is pleasant for the other person to 
hear, and similarly there is no dearth of people who like to hear only sweet things 
being told to them, things that they like to hear. (8) 


But there are not many people who would like to speak or hear things that would 
seem unpleasant to hear or speak of, but are actually the hard truth and good for all. 

[To wit, truth is often a bitter pill to ingest, but it is like a good medicine for 
everyone. Things that may initially seem harsh to hear may actually be good in the 
long run for both the speaker and the hearer. Truly, there are not many people who 
would gather courage to speak the truth, and similarly there are not many people who 
would calmly hear things that are unpleasant to hear but are meant for their own good 
in the long run.] (9) 


yan acis uas ya Ait | dat es Hey UPA A N go N 


prathama basitha patha'u sunu niti. sita dē'i karahu puni priti. 10. 


Now, listen to what is the proper thing for you to do: first send an emissary (to Lord 
Ram, conveying your desire to make peace), then send Sita back to the Lord, and 
finally make a treaty of peace, harmony and friendship with him. (10) 


ao, wiht urs ftaft wife ait at a agga TT 
aie a aqa Ga Ale ad Hat as AMT e i 
doha. 


nari pā'i phiri jahim jaur tau na barhā'i'a rari. 
nahim ta sanmukha samara mahi tata kari'a hathi mari. 9. 


If he (Lord Ram) returns after getting his wife back then it would be good for all and 
the end of the matter. If on the other hand he becomes ambitious and wants to conquer 
Lanka then you must face him boldly and gallantly in the battle-field, thrashing him 
without the slightest remorse and breaking his army to smithereens (because then you 
will be fully justified to do so). (Doha no. 9) 


[Note—Any neutral observer would agree with Prahast’s advice; what he told Ravana 
is the most appropriate thing to do. The reason is discussed in a note appended to 
verse no. | herein below. | 
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dio, Be Aa SAMs WT ANT | SUA Weare AST SAT ANT g N 
Ua wa whe gacho feng | afr ufa we He Afè fread i 2 
Wael A TAHA Sle ATA Aa Wag TAS UN 3 


caupa’. 


yaha mata jaum manahu prabhu mora. ubhaya prakara sujasu jaga tora. 1. 
suta sana kaha dasakantha risa’. asi mati satha kehim tohi sikhā'. 2. 
abahim tē ura sansaya ho'l. benumtla suta bhayahu ghamō'. 3. 


Oh my Lord; if you agree to this advice of mine then you will have glory and good 
fame in either of two situations’. 

[To wit, you will be appreciated in the world for your goodwill gesture of 
returning your enemy’s wife and proposing peace to avoid a bloody war, and in case 
Lord Ram refuses your proposals then it will be good for you, for then the whole 
blame would fall squarely on the shoulders of your enemy, and you will be absolved 
of any misadventure that culminated in a destructive war. In the second scenario 
however, you will be justified to fight and crush your enemy mercilessly, beating the 
blue out of him, which you and your ministers boast of doing.]’ (1) 


The ten-necked (and therefore ten-headed) Ravana (dasakantha) became very angry 
at his son and sternly rebuked him, saying, ‘Oh you stupid rascal; who has taught you 
to think this way? (2) 


You have started having doubts in the very beginning, when there is no action on the 
ground as yet. My son, you appear to be like a prickly plant that grows at the root of a 
bamboo tree (that destroys the entire cluster of bamboos). 

[To wit, you have brought shame and a blot on the valour and glory of the 
entire demon race, and more specifically on my family by speaking like a scared 
coward who is terrified of facing an enemy in the battle-field, and therefore tries to 
cook up some excuse to avoid a battle to save his skin. Woe to you; shame to you. 
You have blackened my face with such a cowardly and reprehensible approach 
towards an enemy who has invaded our land, something I had never ever expected 
from my own son.]” (3) 


[Note—'What does Prahast mean that Ravana would gain good fame and acquire 
glory if he follows the advice given by him in Doha no. 9 herein above? 

The answer is this: Since at present Ravana is at fault because he has abducted 
a chaste and loyal wife of another person who has the full right to free her from the 
clutches of her abductor by trying his best, which incidentally involves fighting a war 
since the lady’s kidnapper refuses to relent and give her back to her husband, the 
blame for the ignominy, the bloodshed and the devastation that the war is sure to 
invite will lie squarely on Ravana’s shoulders. 

If on the other hand he returns Sita back to her husband Lord Ram, and takes 
the initiative of making peace by sending an emissary with a message of this intent, 
and then even after this his so-called enemy remains aggressive and hostile by 
declaring that he would invade Lanka and kill all the demons, then in this situation 
Ravana would be justified to defend himself and his race against an invader. In this 
case, the blame for fighting the war unnecessarily and its attendent horrors which 
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could have been easily avoided would go to Lord Ram, and the world would 
denounce him instead of condemning Ravana. It’s as plain and simple as that. 

But unfortunately Ravana did not listen to his son Prahast. Instead of 
appreciating Prahast’s wisdom and prudence, Ravana lost his temper and lambasted 
him for showing cowardice in the face of the enemy, and for being a shameful blot on 
the demon race and on the family of its king. 


*Ravana’s angry outburst at Prahast is in sharp contrast with the calm and docile way 
he reacted when Mandodari, his wife, too tried to persuade him to end confrontation 
with Lord Ram on four occasions, the last being just a while ago (apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai 
line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8). 

Probably Prahast’s advice was ill-timed as it came when his father was already 
under immense emotional stress after what Mandodari had said to him just a little 
while before. Prahast’s words therefore provoked him, and made him feel cornered 
and guilty; this unleashed his suppressed anger which he had somehow managed to 
keep contained before Mandodari. 

As we have already observed earlier in the context of Mandodari, one of the 
primary reasons why Ravana did not show his anger at her while displaying utter 
contempt at all others who had tried to advice him on the same line as she did, is that 
while Mandodari’s talking was in private, all the others had spoken in public. Ravana 
took this public pointing out of his faults as an affront to his majesty and authority, 
and surely this would annoy any king worth his name, for no king would approve that 
his own courtiers and family members criticise him or chastise him in front of others, 
in full public view.] 


am fag frat cee atta aT ae Wert cals Te ASNT Il X I 
fea na Aè a cra at caret fara HE TST FAT GU 


suni pitu gira parusa ati ghora. cala bhavana kahi bacana kathora. 4. 
hita mata tohi na lagata kaisém. kala bibasa kahum bhésaja jaisém. 5. 


When he (Prahast) heard his father speak so harshly to him, he felt exasperated 
himself and decided to go home. But before that, he retorted at his father in a sharp 
tone --- (4) 


‘An advice that is for your own good is not liked by you just as a person who is in the 
throes of death cannot be cured even by the best of medicines. 

[To wit, just like medicines fail to cure a person who is destined to die, all 
good advice seems to fail to have any effect on you. It is futile to try to show you the 
right path because you are doomed to die. So do whatever you wish to do; I have 
nothing more to say.]’ (5) 


Peat aaa SI cata | wert aes Praa Ya STAT I S N 
cient fara sax sir | aifa fafa az eis SPENT o N 
as Us ats Afat Tet aT fea TT TA TTT IS N 
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Sats Ae CaS GAT VAT HS STAG WaltA tl S N 


sandhya samaya jāni dasasisa. bhavana calé'u nirakhata bhuja bisa. 6. 
lanka sikhara upara agara. ati bicitra taham ho'i akhara. 7. 

baitha ja'i tehim mandira ravana. lagé kinnara guna gana gavana. 8. 
bajahim tala pakha'uja bina. nrtya karahim apachara prabina. 9. 


Observing that it was almost evening, Ravana retired to his palace, and on his way 
back he fondly and haughtily gazed at his twenty mighty arms’. (6) 


On the top of the summit of Lanka, there was a very fascinating and charming hall 
were regular programmes of dancing and singing competitions were used to be held. 


(7) 


It was in this citadel that Ravana went to sit and enjoy the musical extravaganza. 
Soon, the Kinnars (court dancers and singers) began singing songs in his honour. (8) 


Musical instruments such as cymbals, tabors and Indian lutes were played, and 
beautiful nymphs known as Apsaras, who were experts in dancing, began exhibiting 
their skills in this art”. (9) 


[Note—'After all the chiding and rebuke by Prahast and Mandodari presently, and 
earlier by Vibhishan, Ravana was feeling very depressed, and he needed some kind of 
subtle psychological support for his sagging morale, something to bolster his courage 
and encourage him. So he now looked up and down his mighty arms, which he flexed 
and twisted and shook to remind himself that these were the same arms that had 
enabled him to conquer the world repeatedly. This was like insurance for him—that 
even if no one comes to help him, he alone was competent to take his enemy head-on, 
thanks to the might of his twenty arms. 


*We come across such Apsaras and exhibition of their dancing skills elsewhere also in 
Ram Charit Manas—for instance, refer to: Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that 
precede Doha no. 126. The context here is different however, for it was at the time 
when Kaam, the god of passion, was trying to disturb Lord Shiva’s meditation. 

The Apsaras are female dancers and singers, while the Kinnars are their male 
counterparts. | 


do. yari aa alta at Gad aes face | 

UA yaa Fy Sha UT ely Get A ATAU Qo I 
doha. 
sunasira sata sarisa sO santata kara’i bilasa. 


parama prabala ripu sisa para tadyapi soca na trasa. 10. 


Ravana used to indulge in sensual pleasures and luxuries that were equivalent to those 
that can be enjoyed by hundreds of Indras together’. 
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It is such an irony that he had a formidably powerful enemy knocking right at 
his doorstep, yet he was neither worried nor afraid of this development. (Doha no. 10) 


[Note—'Indra is the king of gods; he is described in ancient mythological literature as 
someone who was very indulgent in sensual pleasures. From a metaphysical 
perspective, Indra represents the sense organs of a creature. These sense organs have a 
natural habit of getting attracted to their respective objects in this material world, and 
they will always like to enjoy them, they are invariably tempted by them. For 
instance, the ‘tongue’ would always like to taste delicious food, even if that food is 
harmful for the body. Likewise, the ‘skin’ would like to touch things that seem 
pleasant to it and give sensual pleasure to the creature, even if such contact may lead 
to some grave consequences later on and land the creature in trouble. 

The idea here is that Ravana was an exceptionally lustful and passionate 
individual who liked to wallow in luxury and remain engrossed in enjoying sensual 
pleasures. He was driven blind by his pervert nature so much so that he could not see 
the dark clouds of doom looming in the horizon. His over-confidence and a false 
sense of invincibility made him so haughty and arrogant that he thought that no harm 
can ever come to him, and that life is meant to be spent in enjoying sensual pleasures 
and worldly luxuries as much as is possible. 

He firmly believed that as the King of Demons it was his birth-right to enjoy 
the privileges that come with the crown of Lanka and the fruits of kinghood of the 
demon race. So therefore he was within his rights in enjoying these privileges and 
fruits; there was nothing wrong in enjoying sensual pleasures and luxuries. 

Tentatively, however, he showed signs of alarm when his attention was drawn 
to the fact that a huge army of immense strength was next door, but this scary scene of 
an impending bloody war that may lead not only to the ruin of his entire kingdom but 
also to his own death had only a temporary effect on him, because he soon forgot all 
about it and reverted back to his old pervert ways. | 


do, ser ga Ber Tash I sat aA afa safe aT gu 
Prat Uh sdn sift Sat aa wae a Ay AAT N 2 
de ve faces Gar Gere fort wha Prt ete SANT 3 I 
TT Ut GPR Feet TOT I AÈ STAT SIT HUTS N ¥ Ui 


caupa’. 


ihānř subéla saila raghubira. utaré séna sahita ati bhira. 1. 

sikhara ēka utanga ati dēkhī. parama ramya sama subhra bisési. 2. 
taham taru kisalaya sumana suha’é. lachimana raci nija hatha dasa’é. 3. 
ta para rucira mrdula mrgachala. tehim asana asina krpala. 4. 


[This verse tells us the exact place where Lord Ram and his army landed on the shore 
of Lanka. It continues from Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede Doha no. 
5 herein above where we have already read that the Lord crossed the ocean and 
landed on the soil of Lanka. But where did he actually land? This question is now 
answered:-] 
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Meanwhile, Lord Ram landed on Mt. Subel' along with his huge army that formed a 
big crowd around the place. (1) 


Lord Ram looked at the mountain (or the large hill) and saw that its high summit was 
clean, very pleasant, and in the form of a flat piece of land (or a plateau). (2) 


On this high ground, Laxman himself spread soft and newly plucked green leaves and 
flower petals [3], upon which he laid out a deer skin, and the merciful Lord Ram sat 
down on it [4]. (3-4) 


[Note—'Mt. Subel was in the north of the island of Lanka. It was a little away from 
the shore. It was very high and gave a magnificent view of the city. So when the 
monkey and bear warriors had eaten their fill and Lord Ram had rested a while near 
the shore of the ocean after landing, he decided to move to a higher ground so as to 
have a vantage point where he would pitch his camp during the war. Mt. Subel 
presented a viable option as it was right in front and easily accessible; it also afforded 
a clear view of the fort of Lanka. Perhaps it was from here that Hanuman too had 
viewed Lanka when he came here in his search of Sita. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 8 and 10 that precede Doha no. 3.} 


Wy pa tie ute se are afer fefe are frim & n 
SE HT HUST AMA ST He HaHa HA ART AMT I & N 


prabhu krta sisa kapisa uchanga. bama dahina disi capa nisanga. 5. 
duhum kara kamala sudharata bana. kaha lankésa mantra lagi kana. 6. 


[Lord Ram wished to relax a bit, so he lied down on the soft bed made by Laxman by 
spreading tender leaves and flowers on the ground as described in the previous verse. ] 

Sugriv, the commander of the monkey army and the Lord’s trusted friend, 
offered his lap to the Lord to rest his head upon like he would have done on a pillow. 
The Lord’s bow was lying to his left, and his quiver was to his right. (5) 


Lord Ram held an arrow in his hands and was moving them casually on it. At that 
time, Vibhishan (the future king of Lanka; “lankésa”) whispered something secretly 
in the ears of the Lord’. (6) 


[Note—'Vibhishan and Lord Ram were discussing something about the future course 
of action; perhaps it was about how to penetrate the virtually impregnable fort of 
Lanka. In the whole army, it was only Vibhishan who knew all the secrets of Lanka as 
he was its prince before joining Lord Ram’s camp. They were talking in a hushed tone 
so that no one could listen what they were talking about. It was necessary to maintain 
top secrecy for in times of war no one can be certain who would betray whom. 
Vibhishan feared the most because if there was some spy of Ravana mingling with the 
monkeys and bears after assuming their form then he will dig his own grave and push 
others into it even before the war commenced. 

Both Sugriv and Vibhishan were princes of their respective kingdoms—so 
they sat near Lord Ram’s head. Angad and Hanuman were the Lord’s favourite and 
devoted followers who were very eager to serve the Lord personally—so they 
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messaged his tired legs, one each. And Laxman, the Lord’s younger brother, sat a 
respectable distance to keep vigil. ] 


agumi Be STAM ST HAT aT Farka AAT U9 M 
WY Us cheat ahr | cafe rin At OT ATT Uf N 


barabhagi angada hanumana. carana kamala capata bidhi nana. 7. 
prabhu pachem lachimana birdsana. kati nisanga kara bana sarasana. 8. 


While Lord Ram thus reclined, Hanuman and Angad felt themselves exceedingly 
lucky and blessed because they got a chance to press and message the Lord’s legs in 
many different ways (to make the Lord as comfortable as possible, and to alleviate his 
tiredness). (7) 


Laxman was sitting in a posture called “birasana”! with a bow and an arrow ready in 
his hands, and a quiver tied to his waist”. (8) 


[Note—'The “birdsana” is a sitting pose that is normally adopted by a warrior 
because it keeps him alert and ready to jump to take action at short notice. 


*Laxman was sitting in this way to keep a strict watch over the proceedings. Should 
any danger appear and Lord Ram was in harm’s way, Laxman was ready to leap up to 
defend the Lord and take appropriate action. Earlier also in the story of the Ramayana 
it is narrated that on any occasion when Lord Ram and Sita slept during the course of 
their long journey to the forest, Laxman would sit at a distance with his bow and 
arrow at the ready to keep guard over the Lord and Sita for the whole night to ensure 
no harm comes to them. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 90.}] 


ao. Ue fares por wa A ara Ty ST 
ma a A Ue AM Gt Sat Aa TACT N 8k (R) 
doha. 
ehi bidhi krpa rapa guna dhama ramu asina. 
dhan'ya tē nara éhim dhyana jē rahata sada layalina. 11 (a). 


Lord Ram, who is a treasury of grace, kindness, beauty and excellent virtues, rested in 
the way described herein before. 

Verily, he who is able to meditate upon this magnificent view of the Lord and 
remain submerged in the thoughts of it, is surely and without gainsay very fortunate 
and blessed. (Doha no. 11-a) 


ura fear faites wey eat Sed Aa | 
wed Gale cag afa mafa atta ada n gg (Gq) 
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puraba disa biloki prabhu dékha udita mayanka. 
kahata sabahi dēkhahu sasihi mrgapati sarisa asanka. 11 (b). 


When night fell, Lord Ram looked in the eastern direction and saw the full moon 
rising. He addressed his companions and said, ‘Look all of you at the moon. How 
bold it is, like a lion (is amongst other animals: mrgapati sarisa asanka)! (Doha no. 
11-b) 


[Note—Why Lord Ram compares the full moon with a lion is explained below. 
Briefly he means that just like a lion is not scared of any animal, large or small, in the 
forest, the moon isn’t bothered about other heavenly bodies, may they be small distant 
stars or nearby large planets such as Jupiter and Saturn. The moon dulls them and 
makes them lustreless with its brilliant light that spreads across the firmament as well 
as on the earth below. | 


dio, Ure fate frien Pare | oer Ware st eT TAT N g 
Tat AMT aa hs faa Vata eat TT at ANT 2 M 
fast au ypa ant | fe Get cat PTT 3 


caupal. 


pūraba disi giriguha nivasi. parama pratapa tēja bala rasi. 1. 
matta naga tama kumbha bidari. sasi kēsarī gagana bana cari. 2. 
bithuré nabha mukutahala tara. nisi sundari kēra singara. 3. 


This moon, which is like a lion, dwells in a mountain cave symbolized by the eastern 
direction just below the horizon’. This metaphoric lion (i.e. the moon) has immense 
glory; it possesses grandeur and brilliance, and it is an embodiment of strength. (1) 


This lion-like moon moves ahead boldly in the sky after rupturing the thick veil of 
darkness just like the case of a brave lion who jumps on the back of a wild elephant 
that may obstruct his path, and then fearlessly tears apart the top of the head of its 
victim to vanquish it”. (2) 


The stars that are scattered in the sky are like so many beautiful pearls that adorn the 
body of a lady represented by the night.’ (3) 


[Note—'When the moon rises from below the horizon in the east as night falls it 
looks as if a lion is coming out from the mouth of a dark mountain cave where it had 
retired for the day. 


“When the full moon rises in the sky it tears apart the veil of darkness by its brilliant 
light just like a lion that moves towards its prey and tears apart its body. The lion is so 
strong and powerful that it can win over the strongest animal in the forest, such as an 
elephant. Likewise, the light of the moon dulls even the brightest star in the dark 
night, showing that it too is bold and powerful. 
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*In these verses, the ‘night’ is a dark-skinned beauty (a lady); the ‘stars’ are the pearls 
that are worn by this lady to decorate herself; the ‘full moon’ is her face; and the ‘sky 
or the firmament’ is her body-wrapping apparel. 

It is to be noted that the moon, no matter how much it shines, still has a dark 
hue to it as compared to the dazzling bright disc of the sun. Since the lady here is 
represented by the ‘night’, which is dark, her face is aptly compared to the ‘full moon’ 
because its disc also has a shade of dark inspite of its silvery light. This is in contrast 
to a fair-skinned lady whose face would be aptly compared to the ‘sun’. ] 


whe WY Ufa We Tamas | Hee He Frat Pret fet os i N 
we Tila Brg Tas as AE We PT ch ATS N y I 


kaha prabhu sasi mahun mécakata’. kahahu kaha nija nija mati bhā'. 4. 
kaha sugriva sunahu raghurā'. sasi mahum pragata bhūmi kai jhami. 5. 


Then the Lord turned to his companions and wished to know what they thought of the 
moon. So he said, ‘My brothers (bha'l)’, tell me what each of you think in this matter 
(concerning the moon).’ (4) 


[The first one to give his opinion was Sugriv, the king of the monkeys.] Sugriv said, 
‘Oh Lord Ram (raghura'l), listen. The moon appears to be a bit dark because the 
shadow of the earth falls on its surface’. (5) 


[Note—'The term ‘brother’ is endearing; it brings closeness between the speaker and 
the listener. By using this word of affection Lord Ram wishes to convey that he treats 
all his companions as his dear brothers. Such small gestures on the part of Lord Ram 
went a long way in forging a close bond between the Lord and the rest of his advisors 
and troops who developed personal rapport with the Lord which was based on 
affection and mutual respect that in turn ensured their loyalty, devotion and 
commitment towards the Lord and his cause. They became emotionally attached to 
Lord Ram; they became faithful to him and were ready to cheerfully lay down their 
lives for him. 

This is in sharp contrast with Ravana’s attitude and his dealings with his 
ministers. He treated himself as their ‘king’, not as one of them. On the other hand 
Lord Ram treated all his ministers as if they were his ‘brothers’, as a close ‘friend’ 
(apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
51). 


*Sugriv was the king of Kishkindha. Therefore he must have had knowledge of basic 
science. His reply, that the shadow of the earth fall on the surface of the moon to 
make it look a bit dark instead of brilliant white, is quite in line with science. The 
moon has its origin in the earth, because in some ancient time a part of the earth was 
scooped out by a colliding heavenly body, such as a meteor or an asteroid. Though 
from a distance the moon appears to shine like silver, but when one gets close enough 
one discovers that its surface is as ordinary and rough and dark as that of the earth; 
it’s full of craters; and it’s surface has a coarse soil, and is littered with pebbles and 
stones and rocks of varying dimensions much like the surface of earth. 
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Besides this, Sugriv’s mind may have been preoccupied with land and 
expansion of his empire. So it is like: he always thought of ‘earth’; the earth came to 
his mind first even when talking of the moon. ] 


ANS Ug Bale he HIS 1 SC HS Ut VAT Gis N S N 
mls He we fare tia He aber Va eT ale At Sle CANT Ui 9 UI 
fox at wre oq ardi Late am Raa aH after e N 


maré'u rahu sasihi kaha kō'ī. ura mahanř pari syamata sO’. 6. 
ko'u kaha jaba bidhi rati mukha kinha. sara bhaga sasi kara hari linha. 7. 
chidra so pragata indu ura mahim. tēhi maga dēkhi'a nabha parichahim. 8. 


Someone gave his opinion saying that the black spots seen on the surface of the moon 
has been caused by the wound inflicted upon it by Rahu (the severed head of a demon 
who is said to devour the moon during lunar eclipses) who had attached it’. (6) 


Someone else” proposed that when the creator was moulding the face of Rati, the 
beautiful consort of Kaamdeo (the patron god of beauty and passion), he could not a 
suitable material to use for Rati’s face, so he decided to scoop up some of the core 
matter from the charming face of the moon and use it to craft her face. The area from 
which this beautifying matter was scooped up by Brahma left dark spots on the 
surface of the moon. (7) 


Since some matter was removed by Brahma from the heart or the core area of the 
moon, it became less dense there, and therefore one can faintly see the blue sky 
beyond it through this hole. This gives the visual impression that the moon’s 
otherwise brilliantly illuminated surface is dark here and there. (8) 


[Note—'Rahu is the severed head of a demon who is believed to be responsible for 
causing the lunar eclipse. According to mythological accounts, a demon had 
surreptitiously entered the row of gods and sat between the moon god and the sun god 
when Amrit, the nectar of eternity that was obtained during the churning of the ocean, 
was being distributed between the gods and the demons. As soon as these two gods 
realised who he was, they raised an alarm. Lord Vishnu cut off the impostor demon’s 
head, but it was too late as by that time some drops of the Amrit had already dropped 
into the mouth of this demon, making him immune to death. So the demon insisted 
that the creator Brahma must provide him some food that he can eat on a regular basis 
to survive. On being asked his choice he said that he should be allowed to eat the sun 
and the moon gods. It was granted. Henceforth therefore, this demon devours the 
moon and the sun occasionally, causing the eclipses. The moon enters through its 
mouth and escapes through the hole at the lower end from where the head was 
severed from the body of the demon. 

The severed head of the demon is called ‘Rahu’, and the cut-off torso is called 
‘Ketu’ which is seen as the comet in the night sky. 

The beginning of the lunar or the solar eclipse starts when Rahu begins 
approaching its victim, causing the disc of the two celestial bodies gradually 
becoming darker. The actual eclipse is when these two celestial entities enter the 
mouth of Rahu, when they escape through the hole at the lower end of Rahu’s severed 
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head it marks the end of the eclipse. The darkness of the disc of the moon and the sun 
soon fades away, indicating that Rahu had gone away. 

But it is believed that during this brief period Rahu manages to bite its victim 
and suck some of its blood. The wound thus created results in the dark spots seen on 
the surface of both the moon and the sun. 


*Though it is not clear from these two verses who these other two persons were, but 
most probably there were Angad and Vibhishan respectively. The reason is that four 
persons were very close confidantes of Lord Ram, and remained by his side most of 
the time—they were Sugriv (the king of the monkeys), Angad (the crown prince of 
the monkeys), Vibhishan (Ravana’s brother who had joined Lord Ram) and Hanuman 
(who had gone to Lanka and brought back Sita’s news). 

Sugriv had already expressed his opinion in verse no. 5 herein above. The next 
turn was that of Angad in order of seniority, so his idea is expressed in verse no. 6. 
His observations reflect his state of mind aptly because his father Baali was killed by 
an arrow in a battle with Sugriv. The wound on his father’s heart must have been 
fresh in Angad’s mind when he tried to find a reason for the darkness on the moon’s 
surface, for it reminded him of that dark patch of blood on the chest of his father. 

The third in order of seniority was obviously Vibhishan, so verse nos. 7-8 can 
be attributed to him. He was kicked out of Lanka where he was forced to leave his 
wife Sarma. He remembered her fondly, and the moon reminded him of her beautiful 
face. 

The last companion was Hanuman. He was a great devotee of Lord Ram, and 
this will soon be reflected when he expresses his opinion in Doha no. 12-a herein 
below. ] 


WY he Wet Sey Ala ha | atte fra Prat St Ss TENT S 
faa Gat At Pant Gant | Ne fered AC ANT N Go N 


prabhu kaha garala bandhu sasi kéra. ati priya nija ura dinha baseéra. 9. 
bisa sanjuta kara nikara pasari. jarata birahavanta nara nari. 10. 


Lord Ram now made his own observation (almost on the line of his friends). He said 
that ‘poison (garala)’ is a dear brother of the ‘moon’ (bandhu sasi kéra ati priya). 
‘Poison’ is so dear to the ‘moon’ that the latter has given it a place close to its own 
heart". (9) 


The moon burns and scorches (i.e. torments) men and women who are separated from 
their beloved ones by spreading its rays laced with this poison upon them. [To wit, the 
rays of the moon prove to be like a spray of poison that further aggravates the grief of 
a person who is already suffering the agony of separation from his or her beloved.]’ 


(10) 


[Note—'The poison known as Halala emerged from the ocean at the time of its 
churning by the gods and the demons. It is also believed that the moon too owes its 
origin to the ocean, because when a large chunk of earth was scooped out and thrown 
into the sky to form the moon, the cavity thus created was filled with water, thereby 
forming the ocean. 
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Hence, the ‘poison’ and the ‘moon’ both have the ocean as their father. 


?Those who are suffering from grief at separation from their beloved ones, look up to 
the moon for some relief, and then sigh. The rays of the moon, which are normally 
soothing and comforting for others, makes those who are suffering from the grief of 
separation feel more sorrowful and much tormented as it reminds them of their 
separated beloved ones whom they are not certain to meet and see again. This is 
equivalent to spraying hot liquid on a wound, or is like spraying poison on an injury. 

Lord Ram is suffering from grief due to separation from his beloved wife Sita. 
So like his companions Sugriv, Angad and Vibhihsan he too makes an observation 
that reflects his worldly state of mind and feelings. It is very apt for the Lord to speak 
in a language that fits with the line of thinking of his friends; the Lord wishes to 
convey to them that he is no different from them. 

Let us remember one thing here—Lord Ram has always took the precaution to 
see that his commanders would feel that the Lord is very down-to-earth and practical, 
making them feel at home with him, treating him as one who is like them, and not a 
Lord who is inaccessible and distant. In this context see Chaupai line no. 4 herein 
above where he addresses his companions as ‘brothers’. 

So why is the moon tormenting Lord Ram by partnering with poison? Well, 
the Lord had threatened their father, the Ocean, when the latter had blocked his way. 
This annoyed the moon, and it decided to torment the Lord by lacing its rays with 
poison symbolizing the sorrows, the agony and the grief that torments a person who is 
separated from his beloved one—in this case it is Lord Ram who is suffering from 
separation with Sita. ] 


Glo, he Sad Gag WY la Ten fra ara 
qa ate Rag St Taft Als CAAA STMT I g? (R)I 
Tet Wa eh TT GT farsa WY Aa | 
afaa feta aaa wey atet puritans il 82 (SL) I 
doha. 
kaha hanumanta sunahu prabhu sasi tumhara priya dasa. 
tava murati bidhu ura basati so'i syamata abhasa. 12 (a). 


[PAUSE 7 FOR A NINE-DAY RECITATION] 


pavana tanaya kē bacana suni bihamisé ramu sujana. 
dacchina disi avaloki prabhu bole krpanidhana. 12 (b). 


Then came the turn of Hanuman who said, ‘Listen my Lord! The moon is one of your 
dear servants (a faithful servitor; a loyal follower; an ardent devotee—‘“sasi tumhara 
priya dasa”)'. [So it will not be proper to say that his is tormenting you by spraying 
rays laced with poison upon you. | 

Your image is sacredly enshrined in the moon’s heart (because he loves you 
and is devoted to you), and this causes the shade of darkness that is seen on its 
surface. 
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[It is also possible that the moon is sad because you are sad. A true servant 
feels the same way his lord feels; if the lord is happy the servant will be happy, and if 
the lord is unhappy the servant too would feel unhappy. That is why the moon is dark 
as it feels sorry for you.]’ (Doha no. 12-a) 


[PAUSE 7 FOR A NINE-DAY RECITATION] 


When the gentleman Lord Ram heard these wise and enlightened (and surely witty) 
words of the son of the wind god (i.e. Hanuman) he smiled.’ 

The Lord, who is a treasury of grace and kindness, then looked in the south 
direction and said’? --- (Doha no. 12-b) 


[Note—'Why does Hanuman call the moon a servant or a devotee of Lord Ram? The 
answer is this: A monkey named Sushen is regarded as a manifestation of the moon 
god, and this Sushen is the father-in-law of Sugriv, who himself is Lord Ram’s close 
companion and confidante. So therefore, the moon god cannot be inimical to the Lord. 

Another reason is that the crescent moon finds its abode in the lock of matted 
hairs on Lord Shiva’s head, and Shiva worships you. So how can the moon become 
your enemy; by no stretch of imagination this is ever possible. 

This interpretation of Hanuman proves that he was a devotee of Lord Ram of 
the highest level. While others took a worldly view of why the moon has dark spots, 
Hanuman had an enlightened view of it. 


*Lord Ram smiled at the smart and witty answer of Hanuman. It lent a completely 
different meaning to the whole discussion regarding the moon. The Lord marvelled at 
Hanuman’s wisdom and level of enlightenment and presence of mind; it helped to 
further firm up the Lord’s personal high opinion regarding Hanuman. Every little 
event added up to bring Hanuman more and more close to the Lord; each small thing 
that happened proved that amongst all the monkeys and bears and demons no one 
could match Hanuman in any field. 

It is the reason why Lord Ram decided to retain only Hanuman in his service 
after returning from Lanka and being crowned as the King of Ayodhya. 


`The Lord changed the subject. He now looked in the direction of the city of Lanka 
which was in the southern direction from Mt. Subel. There were more urgent things to 
discuss; the war was looming in the horizon and a strategy had to be devised soon. 
The talk of the moon was like an idle pastime; the mind had to be focussed on more 
important things now. | 


dio, gg faster afa strat beat as at aT il g N 

Tt AT TSS TA ANT als TY AP SAT HSNT Il 2 I 
caupa’. 
dekhu bibhisana dacchina asa. ghana ghamanda damint bilasa. 1. 
madhura madhura garaja'i ghana ghora. ho'i brsti jani upala kathora. 2. 


Addressing Vibhishan, Lord Ram said, ‘Vibhishan, look in the south direction. It 
appears that huge banks of dark clouds are emerging in the yonder sky. There are 
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streaks of lightening glistening through these clouds, lending a special charm to them. 


(1) 


The soft sound of these clouds rumbling and thundering in the distance is clearly 
audible. Would it rain, or is it possible that there would be a shower of hail coming 
down upon us?” (2) 


[Note—'Lord Ram’s army was under the open sky; there were no modern day tents to 
house the soldiers. So the possibility of an approaching thunderstorm worried the 
Lord. He consulted Vibhishan as he had lived all his life in Lanka, and therefore he 
would be in a better position to tell how the weather behaves in this far away alien 
land to which neither Lord Ram nor any of the others were in the least familiar with. 
Advance precautions had to be taken and preparations made before the fury of Nature 
befell upon the huge army. Should it begin to rain now when the war is to be fought 
the next day or in the days following, a lot of advance planning is required. A rainy 
day is quite a different proposition than a sunny day in the battle-field. 
So, the prospects of rain or a hailstorm worried Lord Ram. ] 


wed faster Gg pa | els A alsa A Alta AeA N 3 Ui 
Tia PRET SUT TRT | Ae TAH SS STENT Ul ¥ N 


kahata bibhisana sunahu krpala. ho'i na tadita na barida mala. 3. 
lanka sikhara upara agara. taham dasakandhara dékha akhara. 4. 


Vibhishan replied, ‘Listen of merciful and gracious Lord (Ssunahu krpala)! This sight 
is neither of a bank of cloud nor of lightening. (3) 


On the summit of Lanka there is a huge citadel (or a hall) where Ravana (the ten- 
shouldered and ten-headed one—“dasakandhara’’) sits to watch competitions of 
dancing and singing, as well as other kinds of sports'. (4) 


[Note—'This is the first instance among many others that will come during the 
unfolding of the war that Vibhishan had given the secrets of Lanka and Ravana to 
Lord Ram. 

Amongst the most prominent ones are the following: 

When Ravana was performing a fire sacrifice that would have made him 
invincible in the battle-field if completed successfully, Vibhishan had told Lord Ram 
about it. On getting this vital piece of intelligence, a small detachment of monkey 
troops was sent in Lanka. They destroyed Ravana’s fire sacrifice, paving the ground 
for his final defeat. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 85 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it.} 

Even the death of Ravana was due to Vibhishan as he was the one who had 
divulged the secret of Ravana’s life to Lord Ram, after which the Lord shot an arrow 
that culminated in Ravana’s death. Prior to that, all efforts to kill Ravana had failed. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 101-b—to Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 103.} 

Vibhishan has always been regarded with contempt for his betrayal of his own 
race and family. His name has become a synonym for betrayal, treason, disloyalty and 
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selfishness, for he had been instrumental in the destruction of his own race just to take 
revenge for his chiding by his elder brother Ravana who had been so kind and 
understanding towards him that he had let Vibhishan pursue his religious path of 
worship and devotion inspite of living right in the center of Lanka and in the middle 
of the demon race that was totally opposed to such practices. Ravana had even 
overlooked that Vibhishan has marked the name of Lord Hari on his front gate, and 
used to chant Lord Ram’s name the first thing in the morning—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 5—to Chaupai line 
no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 6. 

But when Vibhishan realised that the future was not in the favour of his 
brother Ravana, he had no regrets in abandoning him and joining the camp of the arch 
enemy of his brother—i.e. Lord Ram. It is not denying the fact that Vibhishan secretly 
wished to save his own skin and was eying the future crown of Lanka when he joined 
Lord Ram—for he knew that if he stayed back in Lanka he would be forced to fight 
along with the rest of the demons, and sure enough he would be killed like the rest of 
them. So he was waiting for an opportunity, and as soon as he got one he escaped. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 41.}] 


Ba AISA FAT ari | GIS WY eres eT Stl MT UG 1 
Herat Set ASHT | GS WY BT AT AAT NG UI 


chatra meghadambara sira dhari. so'i janu jalada ghata ati kari. 5. 
mandodari Sravana tatanka. sō'i prabhu janu damini damanka. 6. 


He (Ravana) has a large ceremonial umbrella spread over his head as a symbol of 
royalty, and this umbrella gives the impression of a huge bank of dark clouds when 
viewed at a distance from here. (5) 


Mandodari has dazzling earrings dangling from her ears, and oh Lord, the brilliant 
flash of light that radiate from them as she moves her head appear to be like streaks of 
lightening in the clouds when they are viewed against the dark background of the 
ceremonial umbrella. [This is because both Ravana and Mandodari are attending the 
festivities, sitting close to each other, and the ceremonial umbrella is spread over their 
heads. | (6) 


Sate Ae TST STAT | AS Ta AAT AE TTT 1 O N 
WY WH Vat SAT | AT USTs AMT HATT N 2 N 


bajahim tala mrdanga anupa. so'i rava madhura sunahu surabhupa. 7. 
prabhu musukana samujhi abhimana. capa carha'i bana sandhana. 8. 


And the soft sound that appears to be the rumbling of distant clouds from here is 
actually the sound of clashing cymbals and the playing of the tabors, the musical 
instruments that are being used there.’ (7) 
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When Lord Ram heard this, he smiled’ because, overtly, the Lord interpreted the sight 
as indicating that Ravana was very haughty and arrogant, and was effectively 
mocking at the Lord by indulging in open festivities to show that he has no fear of 
either Lord Ram or his army, and he cares not a wee bit about the danger posed by 
them. [But what was the other, the more subtle reason for Lord Ram’s smile? See note 
no. | below] 

So, to literally teach Ravana a lesson, the Lord stringed his bow and mounted 
an arrow on it~. (8) 


[Note—'Why did Lord Ram ‘smile’? One reason is given in the verse itself: The Lord 
smiled in a sarcastic and contemptuous way at Ravana because the latter was so 
haughty and proud that he took the news of the Lord’s arrival too lightly, and he 
wasn’t at all worried about the bloody war that loomed on the horizon of Lanka. This 
is not the proper attitude and a wise way for any king to behave in the face of an 
enemy. So the Lord wished to send Ravana a clear message about the fate that stares 
at his face by shooting an arrow that would dismantle the ceremonial umbrella of 
authority over his head, as well as fell his ten crowns along with the earrings of his 
wife Mandodari. 

But there was another reason for Lord Ram’s smile, and it is this: By 
specifically asking Vibhishan the reason for the appearance of dark clouds etc. in the 
southern direction where Lanka was located, Lord Ram wanted to ascertain what was 
in his mind. The Lord wished to check Vibhishan’s fidelity; he wanted to know 
whether Vibhishan was willing to divulge the secrets of Lanka, whether or not he 
would help Lord Ram and his army at crucial moments of the impending war. The 
Lord expressed his satisfaction at Vibhishan’s reply by ‘smiling’ because the latter’s 
answer proved that he was truly against Ravana and loyal to Lord Ram. 

It was Vibhishan’s first test of loyalty and integrity, and the Lord smiled 
because he had passed this test; now Vibhishan could be relied upon. If Vibhishan 
was not truly committed to serving the Lord he could have said so many other things 
to deflect Lord Ram’s attention from the real cause of the sound and sight heard and 
seen in the southern direction. To wit, if Vibhishan had secretly wished that his 
brother Ravana was not put in harm’s way he could have given a hundred other 
reasons to Lord Ram for the sight that was seen instead of pinpointing what caused it, 
and thereby putting his brother in the Lord’s radar. 


°A similar sight is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 5, 
verse nos. 42-44. ] 


alo. Ba ype Meh aa ed Uhel a! 
Wa h Sad We A AA A hls APTI 83 (R) 
ata Aidh alt wa ar uA ang Prii | 
Tet GU nia Ua Ra ANT TAHT 23 (A) I 
doha. 
chatra mukuta tatanka taba haté ekahim bana. 


saba kēm dékhata mahi pare maramu na kō'ū jana. 13 (a). 
asa kautuka kari rama sara prabise'u ā'i nisanga. 
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rāvana sabhā sasanka saba dēkhi maha rasabhanga. 13 (b). 


The Lord took aim and shot this arrow. The arrow struck and fell to the ground the 
ceremonial umbrella and the crowns over the head of Ravana, as well as the earrings 
of Mandodari, one after another in quick succession, giving the impression that they 
fell simultaneously. It was done so suddenly, unexpectedly and in such a magical way 
that no one present could understand what had actually happened and for what 
reason’. (Doha no. 13-a) 


After accomplishing this unimaginable miraculous deed, the arrow returned to enter 
the quiver of Lord Ram’. 

Meanwhile, in Ravana’s assembly there was total chaos. Everyone was 
shocked and taken aback at the sudden occurrence of this bad omen; they became sore 
affright and alarmed when the festivities were disrupted so abruptly. (Doha no. 13-b) 


[Note—'Lord Ram had two aims in mind—one of course is obvious: it was to warn 
Ravana that he is underestimating his enemy, that his enemy, Lord Ram, possesses 
certain skills of warfare that even Ravana isn’t aware of, and that let him be warned 
that a bitter and scary fight stared him in the face and therefore it is not good for him 
to be careless now lest he would blame the Lord later on that he wasn’t warned. 

The second aim is subtle: Lord Ram wanted to warn Vibhishan not to play 
fools with him. The way the arrow was shot almost casually from a great distance, the 
way it hit and fell its target at one go, and, more importantly, the way it returned to 
Lord Ram’s quiver, must have left Vibhishan gaping in utter amazement, with an 
open mouth and eyes transfixed in sheer astonishment at the miraculous spectacle. 

If Vibhishan may have had any doubts about Lord Ram’s abilities and 
supernatural powers, because of the Lord acting and behaving almost like any other 
human being, then all such doubts evaporated in a fleeting moment. Vibhishan would 
now fear Lord Ram, and in case he had some secret thought of betraying the Lord and 
taking the side of his own brother if the tide of war went in the favour of Ravana, then 
now onwards he would be so scared for his own life that he would perish this thought. 
This scenario was quite possible because if Vibhishan could betray his own family 
and blood-relations with whom he had spent his entire life to join their enemy, and 
then help this enemy to vanquish his own kith and kin and conquer his own city, then 
it is not impossible to think that he wouldn’t have changed sides again if this suited 
his selfish interests. But now he was so scared out of his wits that he wouldn’t dare to 
do it! 


?The way the arrow was shot, the way it struck and fell its targets that were not in a 
straight line, and then successfully came back to enter the quiver of Lord Ram shows 
that the science and technology used in weapons and their use were highly evolved 
during that period. 

Lord Ram had shown this special skill once before too—it was when Sugriv 
had wished to test the Lord’s abilities and prowess by asking him to fell seven tall 
palm trees with a single arrow, which the Lord did effortlessly. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 12 that precedes Doha no. 7.}] 


dio, HUA MT Hed AAN S UE HS AIA ET N g N 
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Grate Ta Frat Sea ASN | STATA TS TAHT ANT 2 


caupa’. 


kampa na bhumi na maruta bisésa. astra sastra kachu nayana na dekha. 1. 
socahim saba nija hrdaya majhārī. asaguna bhaya'u bhayankara bhari. 2. 


The earth hadn’t shook (i.e. there was no earthquake), nor was there a strong wind or 
storm, and neither did anyone see any kind of weapon or missile’. (1) 


Everyone present was extremely alarmed, thinking inside their hearts that some very 
bad omen has occurred. (2) 


[Note—'The reason is that everyone was engaged in watching the performance of the 
many dances and listening to the different kinds of music. The arrow shot by Lord 
Ram came and left in a jiffy; it was done so suddenly and unexpectedly that only 
when the crowns and the ceremonial umbrella on Ravana’s head as well as 
Mandodari’s earrings fell to the ground with a loud thud that anyone could notice that 
something had happened. But by that time the arrow was gone. ] 


gaga the an waa | aefa oer ae Hla TATE 3 Ut 
Fars Pit Gat GH ATS | Tepe UL Ha STATA TNT Ut X N 
Tet ate Prat Ft Ye Ss Tet Tat Genet FAT ATS UG UI 


dasamukha dekhi sabha bhaya pā'. bihasi bacana kaha juguti bana’. 3. 
sira'u giré santata subha jahi. mukuta pare kasa asaguna tahi. 4. 
sayana karahu nija nija grha ja’. gavane bhavana sakala sira nā'. 5. 


When the ten-headed Ravana saw that the assembly was overcome with an 
overwhelming air of excessive fear, he smiled wryly and tried to make light of the 
situation by giving a humorous twist to the development’. (3) 


He said, ‘Tell me, he whose heads have fallen so many times but proved to be a boon 
for him, how can the mere falling of a crown cause any harm or ill to him’? (4) 


Take a break now and go to your respective homes to sleep (and rest) peacefully.’ 
All the assembled courtiers bowed their heads before him, took their leave and 
went home. (5) 


[Note—'It had so happened that Lord Ram had shot an arrow from his camp, and this 
arrow struck Ravana crown which fell to the ground. It was a very bad omen. So all 
the courtiers were struck with terror and alarmed about the future. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 13—to Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 14}. 


*Ravana refers to the time when he had offered his heads to Lord Shiva as a personal 
sacrifice. This voluntary cutting of his own head and offering them as a sacrifice to 
the Lord proved to be a boon for him for it pleased Lord Shiva so much that he 
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granted Ravana many boons, including immunity from death by severance of the 
head, lordship of all the gods, demons and creatures, as well as invincibility and 
matchless glory. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-4 
that precede Doha no. 25.} 

So he argued that the crown is merely a decoration of his head, a sort of head- 
gear. How does it matter if it falls by some accident as long as the heads are protected 
by Lord Shiva’s immortal boon? Hence, there is nothing to worry at all. 


*Look, worrying unnecessarily for imaginary things is a waste of energy and time. I 
think you all are under some evil spell and suffering from some delusions that seems 
to have had the better of your senses and undermined your natural courage and dare 
devilry for which the demon race is so famed. What has happened to you all? It is 
better for all of us to take a break and sleep over the matter overnight. Tomorrow 
morning we’ll all have a fresh start and feel rejuvenated. Go, sleep soundly and 
peacefully. No hell’s breaking upon us right now. All of you need mental rest, so go 
home, relax and sleep, forgetting about imaginary fears. ] 


Aai Gra TITAS | Aa A Sarg Als TAS Ul & Il 
Teel Ta He ST eT AN ay Wate faradt ATT i 9 n 
ha TH forte ues VS AST SA Bo HA RG II N 


mandodari sōca ura basē'ū. jaba tē Sravanapiira mahi khasē'ū. 6. 
sajala nayana kaha juga kara jori. sunahu pranapati binati mori. 
kanta rama birddha pariharahu. jāni manuja jani hatha mana dharahu. 4. 


[Meanwhile, after dismissing the courtiers with these words of reassurance, Ravana 
himself got up and retired for the night to his palace where he found Mandodari once 
again in a state of utter fear. She had experienced some bad omen and was extremely 
upset about its implications. So for the second time straight she confronted Ravana as 
he entered the palace, begging him to see sense and overcome his egoist arrogance. | 


Ever since the ear-ring of Mandodari had fallen to the ground’, she was mentally very 
worried and extremely upset. (6) 


When she saw Ravana she joined her hands in supplication and begged before him 
with tears in her eyes, pleading as follows: ‘Listen my beloved husband who is the 
lord of my life and very dear to me (pranapati). Pray, please pay attention to my 
prayers; I sincerely and earnestly plead before you. (7) 


My dear husband (kanta)! Please abandon your animosity with and a belligerence 
attitude towards Lord Ram in the erroneous belief that he is an ordinary human 
prince’. (8) 


[Note—'Lord Ram had shot an arrow from his camp as a signal to warn Ravana that 
he has arrived. It was the first arrow shot by the Lord in Lanka. This arrow had struck 
and fell three things—(i) The ceremonial umbrella over his heads that symbolized his 
authority and majesty as the king of the demon race, and of a king of; (11) Ravana’s 
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crowns; and (iii) Mandodari’s ear-ring. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Doha no. 13 (a).} 


*Refer also to Vibhishan’s advice in Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-2 and 5 that precede Doha no. 39 which is the same as that of Mandodari’s. 

No one in this creation can protect someone who is opposed to Lord Ram— 
Mandodari knows it as she has this information from her own network of spies that all 
those who had opposed the Lord had bit the dust. 

There were many precedents—for instance, when the demons Marich and 
Subahu attacked sage Vishwamitra’s fire sacrifice which Lord Ram stood guard to 
protect, the whole army accompanying these demons was demolished along with 
Subahu. Marich was spared then, but he was killed later on when he tried to cheat 
Lord Ram disguised as a golden deer. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 210; and (ii) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 10-14 that precede Doha no. 27.} 

When the demon forces of Khar and Dushan attacked Lord Ram, they too 
were all eliminated quickly. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 
20. 

Indra’s son Jayant also faced this piquant situation when no one in the heaven 
was ready to give him shelter when he annoyed Lord Ram by pricking Sita’s legs with 
his beak, leading to blood oozing out of the wound and Lord Ram deciding to punish 
him by plucking a blade of grass and shooting it at Jayant as an improvised arrow. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede Doha 
no. 2.} 

Marich, Vibhishan and Shuk too had advised Ravana the same thing as 
Mandodari does now—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (1) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 25—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 25 
(Marich); (ii) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Doha 
no. 39 (Vibhishan); (111) Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 56 and Chaupai 
line nos. 3-8 that precede Doha no. 57 (Shuk). 

Hanuman too had a similar advice for Ravana—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 22—to Doha no. 23. 

A little later we shall read Angad’s interaction with Ravana where the former 
also tried to persuade the latter on similar lines as Mandodari’s: refer—Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 20 along with Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede it; 
and Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precedes Doha no. 27.] 


ao, aanu tae a arg ae farang | 

eh HO Se HT BHT BAT Uist BTA Ul VY N 
doha. 
bisvarupa raghubansa mani karahu bacana bisvasu. 
loka kalpana bēda kara anga anga prati jasu. 14. 


My Lord! Believe my words that real form of the who is like a gem in the family of 
king Raghu (“raghubansa mani”; Lord Ram) is cosmic in nature inasmuch as the 
whole creation, the entire universe, is nothing but a manifestation of the Lord, and the 
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Lord pervades uniformly in this creation as its essence (known as cosmic 
Consciousness). 

Verily indeed, the Vedas (primary and most ancient of the scriptures) have 
envisioned that each pore of the cosmic body of the Lord is a universe in its own 
right. (Doha no. 14) 


[Note—Mandodari says “Believe me my lord when I say that the gem of the Raghu 
dynasty, Lord Ram, is a manifested form of the invisible cosmic form of the Supreme 
Being of whom this entire world is an image. In other words, the original form of 
Lord Ram is known as the ‘Viraat Purush’, the cosmic Male who has revealed himself 
in the form of this vast and myriad world, pervading intrinsically everywhere in it, 
present in every pore of it. In fact, this world is a gross visible form of subtle and 
invisible form of Lord Ram who is none but the Supreme Being known as Brahm or 
as the ‘Viraat Purush’. 

The Vedas conceive that each limb and part of the body of this cosmic all- 
inclusive form of the Lord is the habitat of one or the other world that are known to 
exist in this creation. To wit, there are different worlds that exist at different levels in 
creation at different points of time. All of them are lodged at some point on the 
cosmic body of the Lord like so many tiny pearls stitched and embroidered on a huge 
length of cloth as long and wide as the firmament.” 

The cosmic all-pervading form of Lord Ram who is the Supreme Being, the 
cosmic form that is also known as the ‘Viraat Purush’, has also been described at 
various places in ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ of sage Veda Vyas. Some of the instances 
relevant to our present reading are: (i) Aranya Kand, Canto 9, verse nos. 31-45: prayer 
by Kabandha; (ii) Lanka Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 25-29: assertion by Vibhishan; 
(iii) Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 63-69: as affirmed by sage Agastya. ] 


Ho, Ue Ulatet Gta SIs STAT | STU citeh tT att ATAT N 2 M 
ygi Aaa AiR chet | Aa featent Heat GAT ATS N 2 N 


caupa’. 


pada patala sisa aja dhama. apara loka amga amiga bisrama. 1. 
bhrkuti bilasa bhayankara kala. nayana divakara kaca ghana mala. 2. 


This feet of the cosmic form of Lord Ram are represented by the ‘Patal’ (the nether 
world or the subterranean world; the lower world), and the Lord’s head consists of the 
heavens where Brahma, the creator, lives. 

The rest of the world that lies between these to extremes (i.e. between the foot 
and the head of the cosmic form of Lord Ram, a form also known as the Viraat 
Purush) is located or distributed in all other parts of the Lord’s cosmic body. (1) 


The formidable power of ‘Kaal’ (death; the powerful forces of time that bring about 
epochal changes in this world, including destruction) is represented by the movement 
of the Lord’s eyebrows. 

His eyes are represented by the Sun, and the dense dark clouds are his thick 
lock of black hairs. (2) 
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Te aM Raipa | fe ate fears Fare stare 3 1 
staat feat ca ae art | ared care Fava Fast art tt & N 


jasu ghrana asvinikumara. nisi aru divasa nimésa apara. 3. 
Sravana disa dasa bēda bakhani. maruta svasa nigama nija bani. 4. 


The twin gods known as ‘Aswini-kumars’ (who are the physicians of the gods) are the 
Lord’s two nostrils. 

The day and the night are representatives of the blinking of the eyes of the 
Lord, with the day representing the open eyes, and the night standing for the closed 


eye. (3) 


The Vedas have declared (asserted) that the Lord’s ears is represented by the ten 
directions or quarters of this world’, 

His breath is the wind, the Vedas (primary scriptures; the treasury of 
knowledge) are the Lord’s words. (4) 


[Note—'The ten directions or quarters of the world are the following—north, north- 
east, east, south-east, south, south-west, west, north-west, zenith and nadir. | 


SAT CNY AA CET HUST | ATT BTS ATG FTAA & M 
BM set Beata sitet | Saat UT Worst AAT I G M 


adhara lobha jama dasana karala. maya hasa bahu digapala. 5. 
anana anala ambupati jiha. utapati palana pralaya samiha. 6. 


‘Lobha’ (greed) represents the Lord’s lips; the ferocious ‘Yam’ (god of death) 
represents his sharp teeth; ‘Maya’ (delusions) stands for the Lord’s laughter or smile 
(because the Lord laughs at the way the world begins to hallucinate under its 
influence); and the ‘Digpals'’ (the powerful semi-gods who support the world and 
prevent it from collapsing) are representatives of the Lord’s strong arms (that sustain 
and protect the entire creation). (5) 


The Lord’s tongue is represented by ‘Anal’ (fire)’, and the tongue represents 
‘Ambupati’ (the patron god of water)’. 

Creation, sustenance and conclusion or destruction of this creation are his 
mere acts done effortlessly and in a causal manner; they are like his natural gestures’. 


(6) 


[Note—'The Digpals:— There are believed to be eight Digpals as follows:- 

Indra who is the king of Gods and who has a thousand eyes on his body, and is 
therefore called ‘Sahastraaksha’, Agni or the Fire God, Yam or the God of Dharma 
(i.e. the God responsible to ensure that the great tenets of righteousness and proper 
conduct are observed by the creatures, and to punish those who violate these laws), 
Nirritiya (also known as Nairritya/Nirriti), Varun or the Water God, Anil or the Wind 
God, Indu or the Moon God (often replaced by Kuber who is the treasurer of Gods), 
Ishan or Lord Shiva, Brahma the creator, and Anant who is Lord Vishnu, the sustainer 
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and protector of creation (or Lord Seshnath, the legendary serpent who holds the earth 
on its hoods in a symbolic gesture to indicate that Lord Vishnu is responsible for 
taking care of this creation). 

The eight Digpals are the divine forces of creation in a personified form of 
various Gods who are assigned the task of taking care of the entire creation. They are 
the following—(i) Indra who is the king of Gods and responsible for production of 
rain as well as to control all other Gods who are said to be represented by the various 
independent forces of Nature; (ii) Agni is the personified form of the fire element 
responsible for providing heat, energy, light, vitality, strength, vigour and vibrancy to 
creation; (iii) Yam is the personified form of death as well as assigned the duty to 
uphold the laws of Dharma (or the auspicious virtues of righteousness, nobility, 
propriety, probity etc.), and to punish those who violate it; (iv) Niriti or Nairitya who 
is the God responsible for the actual death and punishment of the sinful and unholy 
creatures in creation; (v) Varun is the personified form of the most essential ambrosia 
of life known as the water element that provides nourishment and lubrication to this 
creation, and is regarded as the basic element that harbours life in all its forms in its 
bosom; (vi) Anil is the personified form of the life-giving air or wind element which 
is also called Pran—literally meaning ‘life’ which is a proof of its importance and 
significance vis-a-vis this creation; (vii) Kuber is the treasurer of Gods and 
responsible to provide all the necessities of life to the inhabitants of this world; the 
Moon God is the custodian of the Amrit, the ambrosia of life and eternity which is a 
priceless asset for the creation; (viii) Ishan is Lord Shiva who is also known as 
Mahadev, the Great Lord, as well as the one who is responsible for maintain balance 
in this creation by controlling death, and hence is called the ‘concluder’; (ix) Brahma 
is the creator of the physical world as well as the body of knowledge known as the 
Vedas, and therefore assumes the role of a grand old patriarch of the family known as 
the world; and (x) Anant or Lord Vishnu who is so-called because he is eternal, 
infinite and endless, has infinite responsibilities, and is assigned the multi-prong duty 
of taking good care of the world in all respects. He is also called Anant as he is none 
but the eternal Brahm himself in the form of the Viraat Purush, the all-pervading, all- 
encompassing and almighty Lord of creation. In fact, even Brahma and Shiva are said 
to be born from this Viraat Purush. [Refer Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, Canto 4, 
verse no. 38.] 

These Digpals are responsible for the eight directions where they are 
worshipped as follows— 

(1) Indra (the king of Gods) is the custodian or guardian of the east direction. 

(2) Agni (the fire-God) is the custodian or guardian of the south-east direction. 

(3) Yama (the death-God) is the custodian or guardian of the south direction. 

(4) Nirriti or Nairitya is the custodian or guardian of the south-west direction. 

(5) Varun (the Water God) is the custodian or guardian of the west direction. 

(6) Vayu (the Wind God) is the custodian or guardian of the north-west direction. 

(7) Kuber (the treasurer of Gods) is the custodian or guardian of the north direction. 
(8) Ish (Lord Shiva; the chief amongst the Gods) is the custodian or guardian of the 
north-east direction. 


*This is why we use the phrase “the tongue of fire” with leaping flames. It also refers 
to a person’s “fiery words” or a “heated argument” which can scorch or irritate others 
as much as a raging fire can do by its heat. 
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*That is why the tongue is always moist. It is a medical necessity because all food that 
we eat is moistened and softened by the saliva which is water-based. Besides this 
physical softening to make the food easy on the stomach, the enzymes that start the 
chemical process of digestion in the tongue itself work only when they are diluted 
with water. This is the reason why hastily eaten food that is gulped down directly into 
the throat without being properly chewed in the mouth and made into a semi-fluid 
form with the help of the water contents of the saliva secreted by the tongue that helps 
the food to be mixed with digestive enzymes that would help the stomach to further 
the process of digestion and extraction of the nutrients present in the food lies like a 
load in the abdomen and ruins health. 


“The Lord can effect such great changes such as creating this world from virtually 
nothing, then sustaining it on such a huge and grand scale, and finally winding it up 
like one closing a book, needs no special effort or exertion to be done by the Supreme 
Lord. He merely gestures or wishes that it be so, and it happens to his liking. ] 


THA US SETA UAT | steer Set GAT AAT AT 9 
SST SAT BAN ATA | SATA WY AT TE RATT N ¢ 


roma raji astadasa bhara. asthi saila sarita nasa jara. 7. 
udara udadhi adhago jatana. jagamaya prabhu ka bahu kalapana. 8. 


The eighteen principle species of the vegetable (botanical) kingdom, each having 
countless members of different types, are like the hairs on the body of the Viraat (the 
cosmic form of the Supreme Being that is infinite in dimension). 

The lofty mountains are its bones, and the many rivers and countless streams 
are the network of veins, artilleries and capillaries of this cosmic body. (7) 


The measureless ocean is its stomach and abdomen, while the organs present in the 
lower part of this cosmic body (i.e. the excretory and genital organs) are represented 
by the hell (which is hot and tormenting; is an eternal inferno where everything is hot 
and burning). 

In brief, this entire creation (universe) is a manifestation of the Supreme Lord 
(here referring to Lord Ram in his primary form as the Viraat Purush), and therefore it 
is futile to attempt to describe it or go into the details of this form and its mind- 
boggling revealed variations in the form of a creation that has no end, a creation in 
which no two units are alike though all of them have the same origin as they are all 
revelation of the same Supreme Lord.’ (8) 


alo. stent faa ghg att aa af fat Fert | 
TAS TTA PATA HT TA TAT I gU (SH ) 
ara fact ya wruta wy aa aaa fares | 
Wits Hy TST Us AT sand A ATS Ul k& (A) U 
doha. 
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ahankara siva bud'dhi aja mana sasi citta mahana. 
manuja basa sacaracara rupa rama bhagavana. 15 (a). 
asa bicari sunu pranapati prabhu sana bayaru biha’i. 

priti karahu raghubira pada mama ahivata na jā'i. 15 (b). 


‘Ahankar’ (the element of pride) symbolizes Shiva (the concluder), ‘Buddhi’ 
(intellect; the faculty of reasoning and understanding) stands for Brahma (the creator), 
the ‘Mana’ (mind and heart) represents ‘Chandrama’ (the Moon God), and ‘Chitta’” is 
the greatest of them all (citta mahana) (as it represents Lord Vishnu). 

Verily indeed and in all sooth, it is the Supreme Lord God, whose cosmic form 
includes all the animate as well as the inanimate aspects of this vast universe, who 
himself has assumed the form of a human being known by the name of ‘Ram’. (Doha 
no. 15-a) 


In the view of this, and keeping all these facts in mind, oh my beloved husband, you 
should abandon all animosity with the Lord (Sri Ram). 

Inculcate devotion and have affection in the holy feet of Lord Raghubir (Lord 
Ram) so that my good fortune as being your wife does not desert me (or, my union 
with you as your wife can last forever)’. (Doha no. 15-b) 


[Note—'The word ‘Chitta’ stands for the sub-conscious mind. It is that faculty that 
works behind the scene to control the way a person thinks, behaves and acts. It is that 
aspect of the consciousness that governs a person’s personality and the quality of his 
inner self by storing all information that a creature receives by the medium of his 
sense organs of perception, and then using this information as a background upon 
which the creature relies to take decisions. It is a sort of a library of all information 
and experiences. Often times it is the sub-conscious mind that plays a crucial role in 
helping the creature to come at a conclusion and make a certain decision in a given 
situation where he has to make a choice from a given set of information. This we 
often refer to as relying on one’s ‘experience’. 


Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 7.] 


do, Aaka a ae ah art | aAA AE fear aera I g N 
AT GUS AA TA Heel | STA BS Meal ST WET N R Ul 
MES Bat ATA Aa | Wea AAA STATA SISTA Ul 3 N 

caupa’. 

bihamsa nari bacana suni kana. aho mōha mahima balavana. 1. 


nari subha'u satya saba kahahim. avaguna atha sada ura rahahim. 2. 
sahasa anrta capalata maya. bhaya abibéka asauca adaya. 3. 


When Ravana heard the words of his wife Mandodari, he laughed aloud in derision, 
and exclaimed, ‘Ah! How great and powerful is the power of infatuation and 
attachment that comes with true love’! (1) 
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Forsooth, all great poets have rightly observed that a woman by nature always has 
eight faults or shortcomings in her character. (2) 


These eight faults or shortcomings are the following: Recklessness and rashness 
(sahasa); falsehood and deceit (anrta); fickleness and transigency (capalata); being 
prone to delusions and hallucinations (maya); unwarranted fear and apprehensions 
(bhaya); ignorance and lack of knack in dealing with the practical problems of the 
world (abibéka); impurity of thought and lack of cleanliness of mind (asauca); and 
selfishness and lack of mercy (adaya)’. (3) 


[Note—'Here Ravana acknowledges that his wife loves him very dearly, and that is 
why she is so greatly worried at the prospect of harm coming to him, and mortally 
upset about his safety and security. Why, he had fought so many countless wars but 
never ever had she expressed such fear and anxiety for his safety, so therefore there is 
aught naught any reason now for her consternations. 

However, it ought to be noted that in her zeal to protect her husband Ravana 
and to express her grave apprehensions, Mandodari has dared to cross the boundary of 
decency, modesty, propriety and probity by openly praising another person, who 
happens to be her husband’s arch enemy, right in front of him without bothering about 
its serious repercussions and grave consequences. She could be severely censored and 
jailed for open disloyalty and immodesty as well as for gross impropriety and 
misconduct by lavishing praise upon another man right before her husband; she could 
be thrown into a dungeon with charges of treason and sedition. 

But true love is so great a moving force that the lover is not worried about his 
or her safety in order to safeguard the welfare of the beloved. Hence, Mandodari was 
ready to face all accusations if somehow her entireties could persuade Ravana to 
abandon his aggressive nature and hostile attitude towards Lord Ram and make peace 
with the Lord so that not only his life is spared but the doom of the entire demon race 
could be averted. 


*Ravana has listed eight shortcomings in the character of a woman. Let us examine 
how they hold true for Mandodari. 

(i) Even though she knows her husband’s stubborn nature that once he decides 
to do something he would listen to nothing that is contrary to his decision, yet she 
tries four times to make him change his mind. She also knows how wrathful he 
becomes if contradicted, and how mercilessly he takes revenge. Yet she has the 
temerity to face him boldly and praise his enemy right before him. Is this not short of 
dare devilry? Her anxiety and restlessness could have boomeranged upon her and cost 
her very dear if Ravana had chosen to throw her into prison and be tortured for 
speaking against him. 

She also knows that he would never give Sita back to Lord Ram and make 
peace with him, yet she repeatedly asks him to do so—refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6, 7-8 that precede Doha no. 36; (b) Lanka Kand, 
Doha no. 6; (c) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no 8 that precedes Doha no. 14, and Doha 
no. 15-b; and (d) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1, 3 that precede Doha no. 36 and 
Doha no. 37. 

(ii) Ravana accuses her of speaking a lie and creating a smokescreen of 
delusions and falsehood that seems to portray Lord Ram as being more powerful than 
her husband Ravana. 
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(iii) She is of a fickle mind and uncertain of what to do and how to persuade 
her husband to change his mind—for she sometimes weeps, then at other times falls 
down at his feet, and then tries to scare him by painting a picture of his enemy Ram as 
someone who is the Supreme Being himself, whereas from all apparent signs he 
seems to be an ordinary prince of the kingdom of Ayodhya, for Lord Ram acts and 
behaves like one, showing no supernatural prowess or super-human powers. He ran 
like an ordinary man behind the golden deer; he lamented for his lost wife, began 
searching for her here and there in the wilderness, then prayed to the Ocean to let him 
cross it, and so many other developments that show he is an ordinary but courageous 
prince, and definitely not the Supreme Being that Mandodari makes him out to be 
before Ravana. This is the reason why “Ravana laughed derisively when Mandodari 
tried to tell him that Lord Ram was not an ordinary man but the Viraat Purush”. 

(iv) And this is also the reason why Ravana accuses her of ignorance and utter 
lack of knowledge of the affairs of the world. She has become scared because for 
some reason, say lack of alertness on the part of the demons, a monkey (Hanuman) 
has managed to successfully cross the ocean and surreptitiously enter Lanka, and later 
burning it when he managed to escape from captivity, but that does not mean that the 
same thing would be repeated in a war when the demon army is fully prepared and 
armed to the teeth to face any challenge. 

(v) This is also why Ravana believes her to be deluded and hallucinating—as 
if doomsday is right around the corner. Has she forgotten about his might and prowess 
with which he had so easily subdued all the combined strength of the gods of heaven? 
They ran helter-skelter to save themselves as soon as they heard that Ravana is 
coming to attack them. So what is such an issue with a human being that has so much 
shaken Mandodari if it is not an imaginary ghost of doom and death that has scared 
the wits out of her? 

(vi) Why is she so terrified of monkeys and bears of Kishkindha, and the two 
human princes Lord Ram and his brother Laxman who were thrown out of their own 
kingdom by their father (king Dasrath) and step mother (Kaikeyi), and who could not 
muster courage to claim their rights then? What will they do now regarding Sita; if 
they have the right over her, then let them claim her. 

“When they couldn’t claim their right to the throne of Ayodhya, I wonder’, 
Ravana told Mandodari, “about their ability to exercise their right over Sita. Let them 
go ahead and retrieve her. But why are you so overcome with consternation and 
anxiety, this I can’t understand.” 

(vii) Ravana also says that a woman is selfish and has no mercy. Well, he 
taunts Mandodari by this remark. Where was her concern, he seems to ask, about the 
sufferings of a woman captive when he had captured so many women-folk of the 
human race as well as of the gods, and brought them as trophies to Lanka. What is so 
special about Sita that worries Mandodari so much; Sita is already so weak and 
miserable that she does not stand any chance of recovery if he decides to cut-off her 
meagre ration of food and water if he becomes annoyed at Mandodari’s stance of 
siding with his prisoner. When all the gods together could not gather courage to free 
their women folk from him, what will two princes do? 

Mandodari is accused of being ‘selfish’ because now she is so worried about 
Sita as she fears that Sita’s husband Lord Ram is very powerful and he is a danger for 
the safety of her own husband Ravana, but earlier she was not at all concerned about 
other women in Ravana’s captivity as she was confident that their respective husbands 
were no threat to her own husband Ravana. It is clearly a case of selfishness and self- 
centred expression of concern for the miseries of a prisoner. 
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(viii) Ravana calls Mandodari ‘impure and un-clean in mind’ because she 
praises his opponent. It is surely not a proper conduct and a modest behaviour for a 
wife to criticise her own husband and praise another woman’s husband, which in the 
present case Mandodari does by finding fault with her husband Ravana and glorifying 
Sita’s husband Lord Ram. This behaviour is not acceptable even in modern times, and 
may result in a sharp spat between a husband and a wife, the former accusing the 
latter of infidelity, and it may be even culminate in a divorce. ] 


Ra awa Genet Ft Tre | aif feraret sat Ate YTT Ut ¥ UI 
A aa frat Gest Tea A | aa OT Ware Stet aT & 
MAS fren at aes | ule fafa peg AR weyers tg N 


ripu kara rupa sakala taim gava. ati bisala bhaya mohi sunava. 4. 
SO saba priya sahaja basa morém. samujhi para prasada aba torem. 5. 
jani'um priya tori catura'l. ēhi bidhi kahahu mori prabhutā'. 6. 


You have tried to frighten me by describing the cosmic and all-pervading form of my 
enemy (i.e. Lord Ram’s ‘Viraat’ form, to tell me that he has supernatural powers that 
are possessed by the Supreme Being). 

[To wit, you wish to scare me by saying that my opponent is exceptionally 
powerful and strong so that I buckle and surrender to him for fear of my life.] (4) 


But me dear, all such forms (i.e. all the gods who represent one or the other form of 
the Supreme Being whose cosmic form you have invoked) are well under my control’, 

I am grateful to you that now I have realised what the reality is, and I also 
thank you very much indeed to remind me of my own immensity of powers and 
valour in this respect (so that I can face my enemy with renewed courage, vigour and 
enthusiasm)*. (5-6) 


[Note—'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, Doha no. 182 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 5-13 that precede it; (b) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 37; (c) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 8. 


*To wit, you love me so much that at a time when I need some encouragement and a 
reminder of my own immensity of strength and power, you have been witty enough to 
step in and remind me about my abilities and majesty by invoking the cosmic form of 
the Supreme Being, because all the gods of heaven whom I have subdued by the 
strength of my arms are in reality manifestations of this Supreme Being who has 
assumed the forms of these many gods to carry out the different functions of creation. 
So therefore, you actually mean to tell me that in a way I have conquered the Supreme 
Being himself by vanquishing these gods. 

So thank you very much indeed for this veiled encouragement! Well, when I 
could so easily conquer so many varied manifestations of the Supreme Being as 
represented by the individual and the combined might of so many gods of heaven, 
then say why should I worry for a single form that Supreme Being might have taken 
as Lord Ram? Cheer up; there’s nothing to worry! 

I do appreciate your ingenuity that you have employed this ruse to remind me 
of my own strength. ] 
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qa adhel Te WIAs AAS Tas Grd Wa aA 9 
nAaR wa ag ste sas | frafe ret aa afar aS Uc N 


tava batakahi gurha mrgalocani. samujhata sukhada sunata bhaya mocani. 7. 
mandodari mana mahum asa thaya't. piyahi kala basa matibhrama bhaya'ū. 
8. 


Oh the one with beautiful eyes like that of a fawn (mrgalocani)! Your words are 
veiled or encrypted in secrecy, and they convey a message that is not apparent on the 
surface. This veiled message though, when fully understood, gives comfort to think of 
it; it grants immense joy and happiness to the hearer; and it dispels all his fears’’. (7) 


Meanwhile, Mandodari concluded that her husband is under the influence of Kaal 
(death; doomed destiny) so much that his mind has become deluded and it has lost its 
rational way of thinking resulting in his wisdom and prudence becoming eclipsed’. (8) 


[Note—'Ravana means two things here. Firstly, he thanks Mandodari to remind him 
that the Supreme Being has come himself to give him deliverance from this gross 
sinful body of a demon, and to liberate his soul that is trapped inside it. So therefore 
he is very fortunate as otherwise there was little hope of his ever finding redemption 
and salvation for his soul. 

Secondly, he thanks her for reminding him of his own valour, power and 
strength by which he had conquered all the gods of the heaven who are one or the 
other manifestations of the Supreme Being. So he must not feel scared in facing Lord 
Ram. 

He says that Mandodari’s words are encrypted in secrecy because had she 
spoken straightforward in the way outlined herein above then it would seem that she 
is instigating her husband to wage a bloody war that might culminate in the ruin of the 
whole demon race. So she used a round about way of conveying her intent. 


? Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha 
no. 8; (1i) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 37.] 


ato. Whe fatet ara forte ag Wa We Tae | 

West stich iuf Gur Was Ve ier 26 (CH) I 
doha. 
ēhi bidhi karata binoda bahu prāta pragata dasakandha. 
sahaja asanka lankapati sabham gaya'u mada andha. 16 (a). 


In this way, the night was spent in jest and light talk. When the next day dawned, the 
ten-headed Ravana—who was accustomed to being fearless by his nature (Sahaja 
asanka) and made blind with a sense of false pride of strength and invincibility that 
made him arrogant and haughty (mada andha}—went to attend his royal court as he 
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used to do routinely (as if nothing serious has happened at all, and therefore there is 
aught naught to worry). (Doha no. 16-a) 


Ho, Hels HIS A Aa Waly Yar arate Vere | 
Wee tea A Sat ait ae feels fafa wa ga (|) 


soratha. 


phila'i phara'i na beta jadapi sudha barasahim jalada. 
miurukha hrdayam na céta jaurmh gura milahim biranci sama. 16 (b). 


Verily indeed, it is said that no matter how much it rains, but the reed never bears 
flowers or fruits. 

Likewise, a fool (especially the one who is under the spell of death and doom) 
will never learn or understand anything (nor will he rectify his mistakes and change 
his wayward manners) even if he is advised and shown the correct path by the most 
learned of teachers, such as the Creator himself’. (Sortha no. 16-b) 


[Note—'Here the ‘reed’ is used to mean Ravana. He was so stupid and had come 
under the influence of his doomed destiny that he did not listen to anyone who 
advised him to avoid a confrontation with Lord Ram as it would ruin him. None of 
Ravana’s advisors succeeded in bringing him to his senses. ] 


do, Set Wa aR Tas | Ger va Ge Ufa ales N g N 
HSS AMT Chl HAW Sas | AA che Ue FAS AS R M 
ada Geant St are afer ager ast et A TT 3 N 


Ha hes Pra aft span | eet USRA AGAT Ui ¥ N 


caupal. 


ihānř prāta jagé raghura’l. pūchā mata saba saciva bola’. 1. 

kahahu bégi ka kari'a upa’. jamavanta kaha pada siru nā'. 2. 

sunu sarbagya sakala ura basi. budhi bala tēja dharma guna rasi. 3. 
mantra kaha'um nija mati anusara. dita patha'i'a balikumara. 4. 


Here meanwhile (i.e. on Mt. Subel), Lord Ram (raghura’l) woke up the next morning 
and called all his ministers to discuss and finalise the next course of action. (1) 


He said to them, ‘Tell me quickly what is to be done now.’ At this, Jamvant (the aged 
chief of the bears and one of the wisest amongst the Lord’s advisors) bowed his head 
before the Lord and replied, --- (2) 


‘Listen my Lord! You are all-knowing (Sarbagya), and you know all about the 
thoughts of every living being as you reside in their heart (in the form of their Atma 
or soul, which is pure consciousness and their true self—“sakala ura bast’). [To wit, 
you are omniscient and omnipresent. ] 
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Indeed, you are an embodiment of intelligence, strength, dynamism, and the 
virtues of righteousness, propriety and probity. (3) 


I am advising you what I feel is the best course of action at present according to my 
thinking. We must send the son of Baali (i.e. Angad, the prince of the monkeys) as 
your emissary (to Ravana).'’ (4) 


[Note—'Jamvant was very wise. To justify his advice that the Lord would do the right 
thing by first sending an emissary to Ravana to explore all avenues the make peace 
and avoid a destructive, and to stress that what he proposes is a genuine advice 
coming from his heart, he highlights the virtues of Lord Ram as said in verse no. 3. 

To wit, since the Lord knows what is in the heart of a living being and all 
about his inner thoughts he would naturally know that the advice that Jamvant is 
giving is sincere and genuine as it is coming from his heart. 

Secondly, since the Lord is an upholder of the laws of Dharma, he would 
agree that every chance must be given to one’s enemy to make peace. It would be the 
right and the correct thing to do therefore to send a messenger to Ravana and exhaust 
this option first before launching any assault on Lanka. 

An important question arises here: Why did Jamvant select Angad to be sent 
as an emissary? He wanted to ascertain whether or not Angad would remain faithful 
and loyal during the course of the war. Angad’s father Baali was Ravana’s friend, and 
he was killed by Sugriv, Angad’s uncle, because the two brothers (elder brother Baali 
and his younger sibling Sugriv) were bitter enemies due to some misunderstanding of 
the past. Now by sending Angad directly to Ravana as an emissary an opportunity 
was given to him to defect and take revenge upon his uncle Sugriv by joining 
Ravana’s camp, just like Vibhishan, Ravana’s brother, had defected to Lord Ram’s 
camp. 

If this thought was secretly present in somewhere in the mind and heart of 
Angad, and he was waiting for an opportunity to settle old accounts with Sugriv for 
being instrumental in the death of his father Baali, then he was sure to grab this 
golden chance and desert Lord Ram’s camp now. It would be much better if Angad’s 
intentions are out in the open now as compared to some nasty back-stabbing, treason 
and betrayal by him later on during the heat of battle, for that would be disastrous. 

Jamvant hinted to Lord Ram about this when he said that the Lord knows the 
inner thoughts of all living beings—which was a veiled hint to the Lord to check what 
was inside the heart of Angad by sending him directly to visit Ravana. If Angad 
wished to escape Sugriv’s camp then asking him to go to Ravana as an emissary 
would be like offering him something that he may have secretly wished in his heart. If 
Angad wished to escape Sugriv then there would be no better chance for him later on; 
and on the contrary if he wished to serve Lord Ram inspite of his bitter feelings for 
his uncle then he would come back, and this would make him favourite of the Lord 
just like Hanuman was. In this case, Sugriv would never dare to harm Angad because 
he would be protected by the Lord. This scenario is not imaginary, for Angad has 
acknowledged it that he is alive because of Lord Ram’s mercy and grace and 
protection, otherwise his uncle would have already done something to get rid of him 
by now—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 26. 

There is another reason also. Jamvant was a fatherly figure for Angad who 
was orphaned by his father Baali’s death. Previously Hanuman had gained Lord 
Ram’s favour by going to Lanka and trouncing Ravana by burning Lanka. Perhaps 
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this event had caused a bit of depression in the mind of Angad, that now everyone 
would treat Hanuman with more respect and awe not only because he had gained Lord 
Ram’s favour but also because he had proved his might and mettle by achieving 
success in such a daunting task as crossing the ocean, entering the fort of the demons 
fearlessly alone, then fighting and wining the fracas that followed, and finally burning 
the well-protected city of Lanka, a deed unmatched in history. 

So Jamvant gave Angad an opportunity to prove himself, to show everyone 
that he is in no way inferior to Hanuman—by going to Lanka alone, by killing one of 
Ravana’s sons (apropos: Chaupi line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 18 herein below), 
by confronting Ravana in full court and humiliating him like Hanuman had done 
earlier, and then return triumphantly unharmed after having successfully 
accomplishing the mission. 

And as the events unfolded, Angad did prove his integrity, abilities and skills. ] 


Als Aa Wa ch WA AMT 1 She St he HPAPAAT I & I 
aR ST ToT TAT AMAT | iT STS AT AA ATAT N & I 


aga GAS Gale wl Heh OT Uae A Aa BSH N O N 
rey Sa ag fea Bs fg aa HE Tahal BS ic N 


nika mantra saba kē mana mana. angada sana kaha krpanidhana. 5. 
balitanaya budhi bala guna dhama. lanka jahu tata mama kama. 6. 

bahuta bujha'i tumhahi ka kaha'im. parama catura mair janata aha'um. 7. 
kāju hamara tasu hita hō'ī. ripu sana kareéhu batakahi so’. 8. 


When everyone endorsed Jamvan’t suggestion as being a good advice, Lord Ram, 
who is a treasury of mercy, kindness, grace and compassion (krpanidhana)', called 
Angad and said, --- (5) 


‘Oh the son of Baali (balitanaya)! You are an embodiment of intelligence, wisdom, 
strength and virtues (budhi bala guna dhama). My dear (tata), go to Lanka to do a 
job for me; to there on a mission on behalf of me’. (6) 


What much can I tell you, and there is no need for me to explain things much to you 
because I know that you are extremely wise, intelligent and clever (parama catura) 
in all matters so as to be able to tackle things on your own. (7) 


My brief in simple words is this: Talk with him (Ravana) keeping in mind that my (or 
‘our’ —“hamāra”) objective is accomplished (which is to get Sita freed from his 
captivity), and at the same time my (or ‘our’) actions could be such that would be for 


his own good and welfare.” (8) 


[Note—'Lord Ram has been described here as being a treasury of mercy, kindness, 
grace and compassion—i.e. as being “krpanidhana”. This epithet is apt for the Lord 
as is clear in verse no. 8 where Lord Ram advises Angad to ensure that the Lord’s 
actions are for the good and welfare for his enemy. It is really a great quality and a 
sign of a noble heart for someone to think nice of his arch enemy, especially one who 
has kidnapped the person’s wife as Ravana had done with Lord Ram. 
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Ordinarily, if there was someone else in place of Lord Ram he would have 
asked his messenger to make it sure that his own interests are protected instead of 
worrying about the welfare of his enemy. 


?This is a remarkable verse. Earlier Lord Ram had called Hanuman and chosen him, 
instead of Angad, to go on a mission to find Sita, and when Hanuman came back with 
the good news the Lord had lavished praises on him. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-12 that precede Doha no. 23; and (ii) Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that precedes Doha no. 32.} 

Angad felt very sad and depressed that the Lord had neglected him and 
thought him to be incompetent. Angad was emotionally hurt and thought that he was 
being sidelined by the Lord though he was the crown prince of the kingdom of 
Kishkindha. The reason is that his father Baali had personally entrusted the future of 
Angad to Lord Ram at the time of his death, and when Sugriv was appointed the next 
king of Kishkindha, Angad was anointed as the crown prince. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Kishkindha Kand, (i) Chanda line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 10; and (ii) 
Doha no. 11.} 

Lord Ram, as has been already observed about him in verse no. 5 above, was a 
“treasury of mercy, compassion, grace and kindness”, and so he too felt sad when he 
saw that Angad was feeling dejected and forlorn. The Lord wanted to restore Angad’s 
pride-of-place in the hierarchy of the monkey race, and he wished to assuage Angad’s 
hurt feelings. So the kind Lord chose Angad over all others for this mission which 
was as much fraught with danger as the earlier mission of Hanuman. 

But why did Lord Ram choose Hanuman and not Angad on the previous 
occasion when the search party was sent out to find Sita? The answer is clear: because 
the “all-knowing Lord” (refer: verse no. 3 herein above) knew that the qualities and 
skills needed for the successful completion of the mission was possessed by Hanuman 
alone. The first such requirement was to cross the ocean twice—once to go to Lanka, 
and then to come back from there. Angad lacked this ability; he himself has 
acknowledged it. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 30.} 

Now that main hurdle—of crossing the ocean—was not there. So it was time 
to give Angad his due share of fame and glory. Angad’s choice as Lord Ram’s 
messenger and his resounding success in the mission would remove any doubts that 
may be present in the mind of others, including Hanuman, about his closeness with 
the Lord as well as his abilities. Lord Ram removed all doubts in this regard by 
addressing Angad with the affectionate word “tata”—meaning ‘my dear’. 


*Lord Ram told Angad, “Try to find out a way, if it is at all possible, to ensure Sita’s 
freedom peacefully so that a disastrous war can be avoided. I am not itching for a war 
at any cost to avenge Sita’s abduction; I am not a blood-thirsty conqueror. I do not 
have any greed for the crown of Lanka, and nor do I wish to put anyone to discomfort 
for me. I do not even expect Ravana to come to surrender; if he agrees to send Sita 
back then I shall return peacefully. I have no intention that anyone suffers due to me; I 
have no desire to unleash destruction and mayhem on the demon kingdom. Ravana 
can continue to rule his kingdom without any fear from me if he returns my wife 
honourably. Surely this is a noble proposition that no one can find fault with. Should 
Ravana agree, there will be peace and harmony; no one would blame me for causing 
unnecessary blood-shed and havoc on a prosperous country. 
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Nevertheless, this gesture of peace ought naught to be taken as weakness on 
my part personally, or of our army in general. So be careful in your talk with Ravana 
that no wrong interpretation is made by him. Warn him once again about the wrong 
path he is treading, and that such path would lead to his own ruin. 

I leave the details of the talk, and the way it should be steered to a definite 
conclusion, upon you, for I know you are competent to handle it in an expert 
manner.” 


Ho. WY rar aft dra ae aie sig Ss | 
AF TA AM SA WA HUT HT UT HUN LO (H) Ui 
vad fag ua rst are ale aes fears 
are fora gana a Gotten exter fears i V9 (YU 


soratha. 


prabhu agya dhari sisa carana bandi angada uthe'u. 
sō'i guna sagara īsa rama krpa ja para karahu. 17 (a). 
svayam sid'dha saba kāja natha mohi adaru diya'u. 

asa bicari jubaraja tana pulakita harasita hiya'u. 17 (b). 


Angad cheerfully accepted the Lord Ram’s command. Bowing reverentially at the 
Lord’s feet, he rose to fulfil the task assigned to him. 

Angad said, ‘Oh Lord Ram (isa rama)! He upon whom you show your grace 
and favour is surely an ocean of virtues and qualities. It’s indeed a rare privilege for 
one to gain the Lord’s confidence’.’ (Sortha no. 17-a) 


Angad was extremely happy. He thought that Lord Ram, who can do everything 
himself as he possesses immense mystical powers (because he is the Supreme Lord of 
the world), has graciously chosen him (Angad) for his job, which is indeed a rare 
privilege and honour that the Lord had been kind enough to bless him with. 

This thought made the prince (‘jubaraja”; Angad) thrilled in his body and 
exhilarated in his heart. (Sortha no. 17-b) 


[Note—'To wit, a person who is selected by the Lord for something is indeed very 
lucky and privileged because not only he gets an opportunity to serve the Lord but 
also because the Lord has seen some good quality in him to have chosen him for what 
the Lord wishes to get done. Indeed, this is a rare honour for the chosen person. 
Surely Lord Ram would not pick an incompetent person for a job, so therefore if the 
Lord chooses someone for a particular mission then that person is truly lucky; it also 
proves to the world that that person has certain qualities that others lack. 

A person who is selected by a king becomes an envy of others; everyone 
would henceforth show great respect to this person because the king favours him—it 
is as simple as that. 

Such thoughts cheered Angad and lifted his spirits. ] 


do, aie Ut Bat uyg | she aes Gale fare ATs Ul g M 
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WY WaT ST AES RT A THAT RAA SAT Ut 2 N 
caupā'ī. 


bandi carana ura dhari prabhutā'. angada calē'u sabahi siru na’. 1. 
prabhu pratāpa ura sahaja asanka. rana bāmkurā balisuta banka. 2. 


Angad paid his obeisance at the feet of Lord Ram to seek his blessings, enshrined the 
Lord’s glory and might in his heart (to give him internal strength, courage and 
confidence), and then he departed on his assignment after bowing his head before all 
the rest who were present there (to courteously seeking their blessings too). (1) 


Verily indeed, in all sooth and without gainsay, the son of Baali (i.e. Angad)! was 
truly brave, courageous and valiant by nature, one who could not be matched in the 
battle-field, and now with Lord Ram’s glory and blessings as an additional boon for 
him, he had become absolutely fearless, bold, invincible and formidable by all 
counts’, (2) 


[Note—'Addressing Angad as “the son of Baali” is significant here. It is to remind 
everyone about the incident when his father Baali had once humiliated Ravana 
extremely by grabbing him and tucking him under his armpit because Ravana had 
gone to disturb Baali’s meditation. Ravana remained squeezed there for many days as 
Baali had gone to many pilgrim places as part of his religious practice. When Baali 
returned home and raised his arm to greet his wife and son (Angad), Ravana fell down 
on the ground, hungry, cramped in muscles, and sore affright. Baali kept him tied as a 
plaything for Angad, but later on released him with a condition that Ravana would 
never disturb him any more in future. Angad remembered this incident and scornfully 
reminds Ravana of it too—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 24. 

The details of this incident would be narrated a little later when we read the 
above Doha. 


*Ravana’s wife Mandodari knew that both Angad and Hanuman possess these 
excellent qualities, and she had minced no words in telling her husband about it while 
sternly admonishing him for his unrelenting stubbornness and impractical approach in 
dealing with Lord Ram, for he had turned a blind eye and a deaf ear to all evidences 
that clearly indicate total rout and destruction of the demon race if Ravana remains 
adamant to wage a war with Lord Ram inspite of all attempts to dissuade him from 
doing so—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 37.] 


Ut Usd Wat HC AeT | Gerd Ta A Sls Ù ET U3 N 


als Ad HT AS ls | WMC Bet AeA UP eis Il X A 
Ae site HE ma Sars Ie ua ueis yfir wars y UI 


pura paithata ravana kara beta. khelata raha so ho'i gai bhéta. 3. 
batahim bata karasa badhi a’. jugala atula bala puni tarunā'. 4. 
téhim angada kahum lata uțhā'ī. gahi pada pataké'u bhūmi bhavami. 5. 
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When Angad entered the city of Lanka he met Ravana’s son who was playing around 
the place. (3) 


First they talked casually, but soon the conversation turned into an acrimonious verbal 
spat because both were extremely brave and bold and had never known to be subdued 
or browbeaten by their opponent. The situation was aggravated further because both 
were princes of young age, and so they were habituated to lose their temper quickly 
when someone opposed them. (4) 


He (Ravana’s son) raised one of his legs at Angad (as a rude gesture to insult him by 
way of symbolic kicking)'. Angad grabbed that leg and swung him around viciously 
before dashing him on the ground, killing Ravana’s son instantly”. (5) 


[Note—'Ravana’ son had picked up this bad habit, of raising his leg to kick anyone 
who displeased him, from his father. Ravana was used to kicking others at the least 
provocation; anyone who annoyed him got kicked. He had kicked his brother 
Vibhishan, and then his own messenger Suka. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 41 (Vibhishan); and (ii) Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 57 (Suka).} 


?This was the death of Ravana’s second son. The first son, Akshaya Kumar, was 
killed by Hanuman prior to the burning of Lanka when the former was sent by Ravana 
to capture him—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that 
precede Doha no. 18.] 


Riian Fret tha ve ont ae ae et a ens Geet G 
Uh Uh Ota A Heel | aft are aa a Hit Wel i 9 I 


nisicara nikara dékhi bhata bhari. jahan taham calē na sakahim pukari. 6. 
ēka ēka sana maramu na kahahim. samujhi tasu badha cupa kari rahahim. 7. 


All the demon guards who had accompanied the prince (i.e. Ravana’s son) were 
stupefied with terror and dazed into inaction when they saw the great warrior (Angad) 
and what he did to their prince (who they were supposed to protect). 

As soon as Ravana’s son died, the demon guards ran _helter-skelter, 
scampering away hastily from the scene without uttering a word’. (6) 


None of them dared to utter a single word to anyone about the developments; they 
chose to keep absolutely mum about the killing of the prince. (7) 


[Note—'The guards were terrified with fear, apprehending severe punishment. They 
were so petrified that they escaped from the site quietly, without uttering a word, so 
that no one would know they were present when Angad killed Ravana’s son. They did 
not want to be produced as a witness of this killing. Surely they would be severely 
tortured and roasted alive. ] 
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Was AeA TN AA | stat Hla it A ANT N 
ara elf mart ate arant i sift ala wa ele fran eu 
fay gs wy fe feng 1 wife aeia tig BIg TUTE Ut Zo N 


bhaya'u kolahala nagara majhari. ava kapi lanka jehim jar. 8. 
aba dhaum kaha karihi karatara. ati sabhita saba karahim bicara. 9. 
binu puchéem magu dehim dikhā'ī. jehi biloka so'i ja'i sukha'l. 10. 


There was uproar in the city that the monkey who had burnt Lanka earlier has arrived 
once again’. (8) 


The citizens got into a huddle everywhere, wondering in fear what would happen next 
and about what the Creator’s intention was. (9) 


Meanwhile, Angad fearlessly moved into the city. Everyone stepped aside to give him 
passage. Anyone whom Angad glanced even casually became petrified with terror 
(fearing for his life)”. (10) 


[Note—'Both Angad and Hanuman looked alike as they were of the same age. So 
when the news spread that one fierce monkey warrior has entered the city and has 
killed Ravana’s son, the citizens thought he was Hanuman. 


*Angad’s passage through the city streets was like that of a conqueror. As soon as the 
demons saw him approach, they became silent and stood aside to give him right of 
way. No one dared either to oppose him, or question who he was and why he had 
come. A deathly silence descended on Lanka as Angad wended his way to Ravana’s 
palace. | 


Glo, TAS AUT STAT Tat AAT Wa Us chat | 

fae safi za sa Faaa ett HT ToT TST NU 
doha. 
gaya'u sabha darabara taba sumiri rama pada kanja. 
sinha thavani ita uta citava dhira bira bala punja. 18. 


Remembering the lotus-like holy feet of Lord Ram (to assure himself that he has the 
blessing and protection of the Lord), Angad went to the palace and stood before the 
gates of its royal court. 

He, who was an embodiment of bravery, courage, strength and valour, glanced 
around the place like a bold lion would survey its surroundings fearlessly. (Doha no. 
18) 


dio, td Pare Uh Uotat | Aaa Werte AAT N g N 
rd fate citer cater | stg ARA het at ALT I R N 
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amag Us GA ag ae | afters ater cf SIT 3 N 


caupa’. 


turata nisacara ēka pathava. samacara ravanahi janava. 1. 
sunata bihamisi bola dasasisa. ānahu boli kaham kara kisa. 2. 
ayasu pa'i duta bahu dha’é. kapikunjarahi boli lai ā'ē. 3. 


He (Angad) immediately sent a demon guard to inform Ravana of the news of his 
arrival, and about his intention to meet the latter. (1) 


Ravana, the ten-headed one, smiled when he heard the news’, and ordered the guard: 
‘Go and bring the monkey here. Let me see who he is and from where he has come.’ 


(2) 


As soon as the instruction was given, many messengers (demon guards) rushed out’ to 
bring the monkey chief (i.e. Angad) to the court. (3) 


[Note—'There are two reasons why Ravana “smiled”. One is to give the impression 
that he is not at all worried or afraid of the visitor, even if he is some brave warrior 
sent by his arch enemy Lord Ram. This was done to instill confidence in his army and 
its commanders. 

The second reason is that he thought now was his chance to settle scores with 
the intruder who had destroyed his city of Lanka earlier by burning it. 


“Only one demon guard was sent by Angad to inform Ravana of his arrival. But when 
Ravana ordered Angad to be brought in, many guards went out to fetch him. Why? 
Because the news of a “monkey arriving to meet Ravana” aroused immense anxiety 
and curiosity in the rank and file of royal guards present in the royal court of Ravana 
so that many of them rushed out to see who this monkey was. After their bitter 
experience with Hanuman on an earlier occasion they thought it fit to go in a group, 
rather than alone, to bring the new monkey visitor to the court; they feared that if only 
one guard went to bring the monkey in then there were fair chances that this poor 
fellow would be killed by that monkey, on some pretext or the other, while 
accompanying him to the court.] 


site dha Cara aa | aled WA maa VS Ut x 

apt Aen Far at GAT | aah at ST ATT N & N 

ya Aen eT ate HT PTR ha Gls ATT N G N 
angada dikha dasanana baisém. sahita prana kajjalagiri jaisém. 4. 


bhuja bitapa sira srnga samana. romavall lata janu nana. 5. 
mukha nasika nayana aru kana. giri kKandara knoha anumana. 6. 


[These verses describe the image of Ravana that Angad had first glimpse of.] 


The first impression that Angad got of the ten-headed Ravana was that of a huge dark 
mountain made of black soot sitting in a personified form. (4) 


3979 


His arms were like gigantic trees, and his heads were like the top of these trees'. The 
hairs on his body were like so many creepers hanging from these trees. (5) 


His mouths, noses, eyes and ears appeared to resemble large dark caves and deep 
crevices on a huge mountain. (6) 


[Note—'We must remember that Ravana is said to have had ten heads and twenty 
arms. This is why the plural term “trees” has been used here. ] 


TAS BUT AT AH TAT Raa AAA THT Ul 9 N 
So Bua Hit HE Sat 1 Tes ST TT ater FAT I 2 N 


gaya'u sabham mana néku na mura. balitanaya atibala bamkura. 7. 
uthé sabhasada kapi kahum dékhi. ravana ura bha krōdha bisési. 8. 


The extremely bold and brave son of Baali (i.e. Angad) went to the court fearlessly. 
He was not the slightest bit afraid or hesitant on beholding the majesty and pomp of 
Ravana’s court. (7) 


When Angad strode in with a majestic gait fearlessly, all the courtiers present in the 
court stood up'. This sight severely annoyed and angered Ravana’. (8) 


[Note—'Why did the courtiers stand up when Angad stepped inside the royal court? 
First it was a sign that they were civilised enough to show due respect to a guest. 
Angad had come directly as a guest, as a messenger, unlike Hanuman who was caught 
as an intruder wrecking the royal garden of Ravana (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 18). 

Secondly, everyone was eager and anxious to have a glimpse of this new 
monkey, and to make a fair guess as to his identity. So to get a better view of Angad 
they all stood up at once and craned their necks to see him as he entered the royal 
court. 

Thirdly, after their frightful experience with Hanuman they wished to play 
safe by standing up to greet the new monkey so that he would not find an excuse to 
pounce upon one of the courtiers who is caught sitting, because to keep sitting could 
be interpreted as showing disrespect to the visitor, thereby inviting his wrath which 
everyone wished to avoid at all costs. 

Fourthly, the courtiers were amazed at the confidence and fearlessness with 
which Angad strode in the court teeming with fierce looking demons. He walked in 
like a lion faces a herd of wild elephants—see Doha no. 19 below. This sight filled the 
demon courtiers with awe and respect for Angad. 


*Ravana’s annoyance is understandable. He had not asked them to stand up, so they 
virtually defied his authority by standing without permission. Further, he hadn’t 
expected that his courtiers would stand up to show respect to a monkey, especially 
when one such member of his tribe had caused so much devastation to Lanka earlier. 
So it was natural for him to show anger and annoyance. ] 
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to. WAT WTI We We Wart alot G | 
wa Ware YAR wt ae Tat fae ATE ee Ul 
doha. 


jatha matta gaja jutha mahunř pancanana cali jā'i. 
rama pratapa sumiri mana baitha sabham siru nā'i. 19. 


Just like a brave lion enters a herd of wild elephants without any fear, Angad entered 
the demon while remembering the glory and majesty of Lord Ram in his heart and 
mind. Then he bowed his head before the assembly to show courtesy and good 
manners, and sat down. (Doha no. 19) 


[Note—Angad was a prince of the monkey kingdom of Kishkindha, so he was well- 
versed with the etiquettes of royal courts. He observed that all the courtiers had stood 
up when he entered to show due respect to him, and so he wished to reciprocate their 
honourable gesture by bowing before the assembly before taking his seat. 

Where did Angad sit? Well, every royal court has a seat where guests sit, and 
being a prince Angad knew it. He quickly glanced around the place and discerned that 
seat on which royal guests are expected to be seated. It is also quite possible that one 
of the guards who had ushered him in guided him to his seat.] 


dio, Che gaha Hat d Hat 1H Tat Gt TAHAT I g Il 
Wa iè dle vat fag i aa fea ores stars TS I R N 


caupa’. 


kaha dasakantha kavana taim bandara. maim raghubira dita dasakandhara. 
1. 
mama janakahi tohi rahi mitā'ī. tava hita karana dya'um bha’. 2. 


Ravana (“dasakantha”; literally one with ‘ten necks’, and hence has ten heads) 
asked, ‘Who are you monkey?’ 

Angad replied, ‘Oh Ravana (‘“dasakandhara”; literally one with ‘ten 
shoulders’, and hence has ten necks and ten heads)! I am a messenger of Lord 
Raghubir (Lord Ram, the brave prince of the race of king Raghu of Ayodhya). (1) 


My father had friendship with you'. So I have come here for the sake of your own 
good and welfare’. (2) 


[Note—'The story of how Angad’s father Baali and Ravana became friends have been 
narrated in (i) Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga 34; (11) Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 58-59; and in (iii) Anand Ramayan, 
Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 96-101. 

The story in brief is this: Once, the monkey king of Kishkindha, Vaali (also 
pronounced as “Baali”), had put Ravana under his armpit for many days while the 
latter had gone to challenge the former when he was doing some worship. Peeved by 
Ravana’s arrogance and impertinence, Baali had tucked him under his arms to stop 


3981 


him from annoying him any further. When his worship was finished and he had 
returned back to his capital at Kishkindha, he realised that Ravana was still squeezed 
under his armpit. So he released the latter and made a pact of friendship with him. 

This pact of friendship suited both the kings of Kishkindha and Lanka. For 
Baali, the king of Kishkindha, it meant that the demons of Lanka ruled by Ravana 
would not disturb his kingdom any longer, and it also ensured there would be no 
invasion from the south of Kishkindha. For Ravana, the king of Lanka, it was to 
ensure security for Lanka from the northern direction. Now there was no fear of any 
invasion from one of the powerful kingdoms that ruled in the north of the mainland, 
because Kishkindha, the kingdom of monkeys ruled by Baali, would act as a buffer 
between Lanka and the invading army from the north. Since the nearest landmass to 
the island kingdom of Lanka from which there was any fear of invasion was the 
mainland in its northern direction where Kishkindha was situated, a distance of 
merely 800 miles of ocean which could be crossed by a determined army, this pact of 
friendship between Baali and Ravana virtually made Lanka impregnable. On all the 
other sides of Lanka the ocean stretched literally interminably, for hundreds and 
thousands of miles. With the nearest kingdom becoming friendly, added with the 
additional protection provided by the ocean that circled the island of Lanka like a 
huge natural moat, the fort of the demon kingdom became safe and invincible. 

This is the obvious reason why Ravana had become so confident that no 
power on earth could harm him. 


*This was also Lord Ram’s instruction—that they must act in a way which is good for 
Ravana. {Apropos—Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 17.}] 


Sa er yaa Ht ae fers fata wag ag Tt 3 u 
UAE HSE AI HIM I SAE ARNA Mas UST N ¥ N 


uttama kula pulasti kara nati. siva birarici pūjēhu bahu bhantti. 3. 
bara payahu kinhéhu saba kājā. jitehu lokapala saba raja. 4. 


You are born in an illustrious family of sage Pulastya'; you had worshipped and 
subsequently pleased Lord Shiva and the creator Brahma in a variety of ways’. (3) 


After obtaining boons from these exalted Gods, you had accomplished all that you 
had wished to do. Verily indeed, you had conquered even the greatest of gods and all 
the mighty kings of the world’. (4) 


[Note—'Ravan’s birth in the family of sage Pulastya has been narrated in: (i) 
Adhyatma Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas, Uttarkand, Cantos 1, verse nos. 25-57; (ii) 
Valmiki’s Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga (Canto) no. 9; (iii) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, 
Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 8-24. 


*Ravana’s worshipping of Lord Shiva and Brahma is narrated in: (i) Adhyatma 
Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas, Uttarkand, Cantos 2, verse nos. 10-15; (ii) Valmiki’s 
Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga (Canto) no. 10, verse nos. 10-25'4 ; (iii) Anand 


3982 


Ramayan, Sarkand, Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 26-39; 47-53; and (iv) Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 177. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
178—to Doha no. 182.] 


Wa sian Are ae frat gR sate Shar TaT UG Ul 

a YY Hel UAE TS ANT | a starrer OARS way ANT NG N 
gaa Weg WI he Hort ust aed St Frat AT i o n 
Mat SAH chit sit ule fare aye Meet A ITT HS N 


nrpa abhimana moha basa kimba. hari anihu sita jagadamba. 5. 

aba subha kaha sunahu tumha mora. saba aparadha chamihi prabhu tora. 6. 
dasana gahahu trna kantha kuthari. parijana sahita sanga nija nari. 7. 
sadara janakasuta kari agém. ēhi bidhi calahu sakala bhaya tyagem. 8. 


Unfortunately, whether out of arrogance that you acquired by virtue of your ascension 
to the powerful title of being the king of the demon race, or out of your stupidity and 
delusions that made you think that you had the right to do whatever you wished to do 
irrespective of the probity and propriety of your actions—you had abducted Sita, a 
manifestation of the Supreme Goddess, who is the Mother of the World (sita 
jagadamba). (5) 


Nevertheless, things can still be sorted out and settled in your favour if you pay heed 
to me. Now, listen to my good and friendly advice which is for your own good and 
welfare, and if you act accordingly then (be rest assured that) all your offences, all 
your mistakes and evil doings would be forgiven by the Lord (Sri Ram). (6) 


[P1] tell you what to do.] Hold a twig in your mouth between the two rows of teeth, tie 
an axe around your neck so that its sharp blade is just below your throat’, then collect 
all your family members, including your wives, and keeping Sita, the daughter of 
Janak, in the front, walk in a procession’, without any kind of fear (to go and 
voluntarily surrender before Lord Ram). (7-8) 


[Note—'What is the significance of “holding a twig or a bunch of grass blades in the 
mouth”, and “an axe tied around the neck with its blade below the throat”? It is a 
symbolic way for Ravana of saying to Lord Ram that: (i) “I may be excused and 
forgiven for my offences because I am no better than an animal which grazes in the 
meadows, and therefore I deserve your mercy for my foolishness because like an 
animal I often times act rashly without thinking of the consequences of my stupid 
acts”; and (ii) “I am at your mercy; if you want you can cut my throat for I have an 
axe placed across it”. 

When Lord Ram, who is reputed to be an ocean of mercy, compassion and 
kindness, sees Ravana approaching him in the aforesaid manner, he is sure to forgive 
the latter and excuse him for all his follies. 
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*Collecting all the family members and walking in a peaceful procession with Sita in 
the lead would be a clear signal for Lord Ram that Ravana has come to make peace 
with a sincere mind and honest intentions. 

Keeping Sita in the vanguard is most crucial and a must thing to do because 
she is the reason which had caused so much unnecessary and unexpected bitterness 
between Ravana and Lord Ram in the first place, and she is the reason why the war 
would be fought now. So therefore, if Sita is returned to Lord Ram then that ‘reason’ 
would no longer exist, and so there would be no reason why two great kings would be 
so inimical to each other that they would fight a war till death. Hence, the best thing 
to do is to remove the primary cause of all irritation, which is to return Sita to her 
husband; all other things were secondary in nature. ] 


alo, aaa Tyee ate athe stat ANTS | 
ama PAT yaa WY SIT HUT AES I Ro N 
doha. 


pranatapala raghubansamani trahi trahi aba mohi. 
arata gira sunata prabhu abhaya karaigo tohi. 20. 


[Angad told Ravana—] As soon as you reach Lord Ram, prostrate yourself before him 
pitifully, pleading earnestly: “Oh the ‘Jewel of the Raghus’ (i.e. the most illustrious 
and the best king in the race of king Raghu of Ayodhya; “raghubansamani”)! I 
prostrate (and surrender) myself before you. Have mercy upon me; protect me and 
show your grace upon me (trahi trahi aba mohi).” 

When the Lord (Sri Ram) hears your plea for mercy, rest assured that he 
would grant you freedom from all kinds of fears. [To wit, have no doubt that Lord 
Ram will forgive you. Not only will the Lord forgive you, but he will also grant you 
the boon of fearlessness as well as immunity from all punishment for your past 
misdeeds. |’ (Doha no. 20) 


dio, aA ate AUNT 17S a BAS AS AIT g 
che Prt AT Sh HT Ig | cafe Ae AAT frang tt 2 M 


caupa’. 


rē kapipota bolu sambhari. murha na janéhi mohi surari. 1. 
kahu nija nama janaka kara bha’. kēhi natem mani'ai mitā'. 2. 


[Obviously Ravana would not agree to this way of surrendering before his enemy. 
Why only Ravana, no other king, big or small, who is worth his salt and has any self- 
esteem, would ever wish to surrender in this abject manner as Angad had proposed. 
So, Angad’s advice angered Ravana like putting oil to a smouldering fire. He burst 
out in indignation—] 


‘Oh you dumb-witted son-of-a-monkey (KapipOta)! You stupid fellow; be careful in 
what you speak. Don’t you know my fame and about my reputation that I am an 
enemy of the gods’. (1) 
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Well, come and tell me the name of your father, and why you think we have some 
kind of friendly relationship having its root in the past.’ (2) 


[Note—'How idiotic are you? Tell me, is it easy to conquer the powerful gods, and 
even if they are once conquered is it easy to be able to retain control over them for 
long? I have done all that, and here you are giving me a lecture on how to surrender! 
Woe to you, and shame to your father. 


*Refer: Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 20 herein above— 
where Angad has told Ravana that his father and Ravana were friends. This amazed 
Ravana as till now he was not acquainted with the identity of Angad, that the latter 
was the son of Baali, the erstwhile ruler of Kishkindha, with whom Ravana had had a 
peace treaty made in some ancient time. The relevant story is narrated as a brief note 
appended to the above mentioned verse. In fact, Ravana did not even know that Baali 
was dead—this is clear in his observation made in Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 21 herein below. ] 


ita Aa arf HT AET aa Hag Us A eT 3 i 
sie GA Ad AHA | Tat fet SAT A AAT Ut ¥ N 


angada nama bali kara béta. tasOrn kabahunř bha'ī hi bhéta. 3. 
angada bacana sunata sakucana. raha bali banara maim jana. 4. 


Angad replied, ‘My name is Angad, and I am the son of Baali. Have you ever met him 
(my father, Baali)?’ (3) 


When Ravana heard the words of Angad (i.e. when he heard Angad mention Baali), 
he felt uneasy (and probably shifted uncomfortably in his seat). 

[After a moment of hesitation, he recovered his composure and said 
reluctantly—] ‘Yes, there was a monkey named Baali. I am acquainted with him’. (4) 


[Note—'When Ravana heard the name of Baali, he recollected the bad memory of his 
past humiliation at the hands of the monkey king when the latter had kept Ravana 
tucked and squeezed under his armpit for quite a long time. This memory made 
Ravana squirm irritably in his throne, and perhaps he even had some beads of sweat 
making their appearance on his forehead. 

In order to deflect the import and the gravity of this bit of information, and to 
give the impression that he was not bothered by any isolated instance that may have 
happened per chance of misfortune, as ups and downs are part of the game of life and 
should be taken in one’s stride without giving them undue importance, he pretended 
to have only a vague remembrance of some monkey by the name of Baali—to give an 
impression that Baali was like so many other creatures with whom he has had a 
chance to interact in the course of his life and conquests. So there was nothing special 
about Baali, and he was just a faded acquaintance. | 


sita adi Alot HT ATA | SUSIE TS BAIT Het ACTH I & Il 
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mia Tag aa Te wag I Pst TE aaa gA REAR Il S Il 


angada tahim bali kara balaka. upajéhu bansa anala kula ghalaka. 5. 
garbha na gayahu byartha tumha jayahu. nija mukha tapasa duta kahayahu. 
6. 


Are you indeed the son of Baali? Woe to you for bringing shame to your family and 
its name. You were born to ruin your clan just like fire that is lit in a cluster of 
flourishing bamboos to burn it to ashes. (5) 


Why did your mother not abort you while still in her womb, for it would have been 
better had she not given you birth. Shame to you for calling yourself a messenger of 
the hermit (Lord Ram)! 

[To wit, you are like an ugly wart in your exalted family; you have brought 
immense infamy to it.]' (6) 


[Note—'Ravana immediately recovered himself from the shocking news that Angad 
was the son of Baali who had once subjected Ravana to extreme humiliation. 

He decided to use this bit of information—that Angad was Baali’s son—to 
turn the tables on Angad and cornering him by chiding and putting him to shame, 
saying that being a prince of the great kingdom of Kishkindha of which his illustrious 
father Baali was a king, it is an extremely disgraceful, dishonourable and ignominious 
thing to serve someone else by becoming the latter’s messenger, for being a 
messenger is a lowly job and an act that undermines the greatness of his stature and 
that of his family. 

To wit, Ravana was playing on the emotions and sentiments of Angad, and 
trying to make him biased against Lord Ram by reminding him of his late father Baali 
who was killed by his uncle Sugriv in a duel in which Lord Ram took sides with 
Sugriv, and by pointing out to him about his noble birth that does not fit well with the 
role that he chose for himself, i.e. to become a ‘messenger of a humble hermit’. It 
would have been alright for Angad to have come to Ravana with a message from his 
father Baali, the king of Kishkindha, which would be like a prince visiting another 
king with a goodwill message from his father who is a king himself. But for a noble 
prince to serve someone else like a mere servant and become his messenger is totally 
unworthy of him, and it is extremely demeaning and humiliating for the noble family 
and the kingdom to which he belongs. 

Ravana thought that this reminder would kindle indignation in Angad for 
becoming a messenger for Lord Ram as it would arouse his sense of self-respect and 
the pride of his royal lineage. 

But as it turned out, Angad was made of a sterner stuff. He wouldn’t betray his 
friends of Kishkindha, the monkeys and bears who constituted the army of Lord Ram, 
as well as the Lord himself who had been so kind and fatherly towards Angad since 
his father, Baali’s, death. 

Why would Angad not betray Lord Ram? It is because of various reasons. For 
one, his father, Baali, had entrusted Angad in the care of the Lord at the time of his 
death, and the Lord had promised the dying Baali that he would take care of Angad as 
his own ward. This is clear in Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chanda line nos. 
7-8 that precede Doha no. 10. 
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Further, Angad was not to be fooled so easily. He knew very well the rude 
nature and selfish character of Ravana, from the treatment meted out to Vibhishan as 
well as the spy named Suka, and also from what Hanuman had told about Ravana 
after his return from Lanka, that he would show outwardly favour to Angad as long as 
it served his purpose, and when the time comes he would put Angad to the sword, 
arguing that a person who is not loyal to his own kith and kin, his own race and 
companions, is not to be trusted, and as he is a betrayer of his own people he can as 
easily betray others with whom he has no blood ties. Such persons deserve nothing 
but death. Angad apprehended this fate if he joined Ravana’s side, and so even if he 
had had a remote thought of abandoning Sugriv that thought was immediately shaken 
off. Angad had seen very closely how graceful, amiable and affable Lord Ram was; 
he was also acquainted with the way Ravana treated those around him. The question 
of abandoning such a gracious Lord and betraying him in favour of a cruel and vulgar 
Ravana was therefore obviously out of the question. 

Angad had observed that Lord Ram possessed certain supernatural mystical 
powers, as was proved by the way the Lord had slayed huge demon armies earlier as 
was done in the case of Khar and Dushan’, and also in the case of Marich and Subahu 
earlier still’, and the way he had felled seven tall coconut trees that were not in a 
straight line’, and the way his arrow had demolished the ten crowns over the heads of 
Ravana, dismantled his parasol and felled the earrings of Mandodari*. Angad had also 
heard of the miraculous way a rock was transmewed into a divine lady named Ahilya, 
the wife of sage Gautam, when Lord Ram touched the said rock with his foot”; he had 
also heard how the Lord had swiftly, and without the least effort, broken the tuff bow 
of Lord Shiva to marry Sita®. Well, he concluded, none of these events could have 
been made possible by an ordinary human being. 

Compared to these singular events that subtly point to Lord Ram’s might and 
prowess, there was Ravana who only boasted of his powers and strength but who 
could not even avenge his son Akshaya Kumar’s death at the hands of Hanuman’, nor 
prevent the latter from burning the city of Lanka to ashes’. 

{'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 20-a. 

Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precede 
Doha no. 210. 

*Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 12 that 
precedes Doha no. 7. 

“Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 13 along with Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes it. 

Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 211 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 11-12 and Chanda line nos. 1-16 that precede it. 

°Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 261—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 262. 

Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that 
precede Doha no. 18. 

‘Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 25—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 26.} 

Angad was therefore convinced that in the forthcoming war, Ravana stood no 
chance of victory against the almighty Lord Ram. Surely then it would be height of 
stupidity and foolishness on Angad’s part to bite the bate that Ravana cunningly threw 
at him by way of reminding him that he was unfaithful to his father Baali by joining 
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hands with those who had been instrumental in his death—as clearly said by Ravana 
here in verse line nos. 5-6. 

So, Angad firmly decided to rebuke Ravana for his effort to make his mind 
biased against Lord Ram, for it would be betrayal of the trust that the Lord had put in 
him, and it would be forfeiting his claim for protection by the almighty Lord Ram 
which the latter had promised to Angad’s father at the time of his death. Angad 
therefore determined that he and his future were safer in the hands of Lord Ram. ] 


HA HE HAC Ale he Hes | agfa Tar aa site Hes N O Ul 
fer ca ae ofr Ue WIS | ISIE HAT GST STC AE Ic N 
TH fatal Pact VS Ss 1ST Ga alls Waste Bis uu eu 
y Ge Ne Bs A ah | sigi Raa ARS TH 1 ol 


aba kahu kusala bali kahan aha'l. bihamisi bacana taba angada kaha’. 7. 
dina dasa ga'ēnř bali pahirh ja‘. bujhéhu kusala sakha ura 1a’. 8. 

rama birōdha kusala jasi ho’. so saba tohi suna'ihi so’. 9. 

sunu satha bhéda ho'i mana takém. Ssriraghubira hrdaya nahi jakém. 10. 


Now tell me about the welfare of Baali. Where is he?” 
Hearing this, Angad laughed (sarcastically) and replied (in a taunting manner), 


-- (7) 


“You will go and meet him in the course of the next ten days (1.e. very soon), and then 
embrace your dear friend (Baali) and ask about his welfare yourself. (8) 


What kind of good comes to a person who is opposed to Lord Ram, he (Baali) will 
himself tell you all about it. (9) 


Listen you wicked fellow! Those who do not have the presence of Lord Ragubir (Lord 
Ram) in their hearts (i.e. those who are not totally loyal and devoted to the Lord, and 
are not convinced by the divine nature of the Lord) can be swayed by doubts and 
influenced by attempts to make them disloyal to the Lord by creating a wedge 
between them and their Lord (Ram)’.’ (10) 


[Note—'This statement of Ravana indicates two things: either he was not aware of 
Baali’s death, or he had tried to stoke hidden anger in the heart of Angad by 
reminding him of his late father who was killed by Sugriv, Angad’s uncle under 
whom he works now, and in this killing Lord Ram had sided with Sugriv by aiding 
him in Baali’s death. 

If Ravana was really not aware of Baali’s death, then it implies that his 
network of spies and informers, who were assigned the task of keeping Ravana 
abreast of the developments in the world around him, had failed him miserably, either 
because of their incompetence or because they had laid down their guards due to 
exaggerated sense of over-confidence and invincibility of their lord Ravana. This 
cocoon of ignorance that made Ravana believe that there is no one to challenge him as 
well as his supremacy, authority and sovereignty in the world was the primary cause 
of his downfall as a king; it made him live in an imaginary world where he ruled one 
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and all, where there was no one to challenge him, and where he alone called the shots. 
This airy castle made him arrogant and haughty, and oblivious of the gravity of the 
danger lurking in his own backyard in the form of the mighty army of Lord Ram 
coming and pitching camp right on the soil of Lanka, at Mt. Subel. 

By enquiring about Baali in a causal manner he wished to convey the idea that 
he cherished his friendship, and that he was not uneasy by the mention of Baali’s 
name which may have reminded him of the past episode when he was humiliated by 
the latter. 

On the other hand, if Ravana had recalled his friendship with Baali inspite of 
knowing about his death then it clearly means that he was trying to win over Angad’s 
loyalty by touching a sensitive nerve of his by reminding him that he was doing a 
shameful and ignominious thing by betraying his own father and showing immense 
disrespect to the departed soul by serving those who were responsible for his death, 
i.e. both Sugriv and Lord Ram. See also a note appended to verse nos. 5-6 herein 
above. 


“Angad tells Ravana that he would fail to sway his loyalty, devotion and commitment 
to Lord Ram by trying to play on his sentiments and emotions by feigning ignorance 
about his father Baali’s death by asking about his old friend’s welfare, with a clear 
intention of reminding Angad of his late father, and why he was killed and by whom. 
Ravana had hoped that when Angad recalls how his father was killed in a battle with 
his uncle Sugriv, and how Lord Ram had sided with Sugriv to become instrumental in 
his father’s death, most likely he would be stirred sufficiently enough to revolt against 
both Lord Ram and Sugriv, and to avenge Baali he would choose to join Ravana. 

That would be god-sent boon for Ravana because Angad would help him with 
all the secrets of the army of Lord Ram, now, as well as in the future during the 
course of the war. Nothing would be better from the military angle as far as Ravana 
was concerned. 

The way Angad answered Ravana clearly hinted to the latter that his trick had 
failed; that it was not possible to win over Angad’s loyalty and make him betray or 
desert Lord Ram.] 


ao, FA he Meth UI TS Hel Ueth TATA | 
Ses OPEN A ata Hele ASAT HM Aa GTS N 2 Ul 
doh. 


hama kula ghalaka satya tumha kula palaka dasasisa. 
andha'u badhira na asa kahahim nayana kana tava bisa. 21. 


[Angad continued—] ‘Oh you ten-headed one (dasasisa)! Really I am one who has 
been a cause of ruin and shame of my family, and you have been one who has made 
your family flourish and gain fame. 

How absurd and incongruous a statement is this (because it is contrary to the 
truth and facts)! Even a person who is blind and deaf wouldn’t be so stupid as to say 
such a rubbish, but you have twenty eyes and ears (instead of just two, and so such a 
ridiculous observation was never expected from you)! (Doha no. 21) 
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[Note—A blind person can know things to some extent by hearing of it; and a deaf 
person likewise can know things to some extent by seeing it. But if both these 
faculties are lacking in a person, if he can’t see or hear, there is no way he can know 
what is happening around him, except to some extent by touching or tasting anything 
or by some rare gift of the sixth sense, but such knowledge would be extremely 
limited and cannot give a truthful account of anything. Hence, such persons can’t be 
relied upon. 

So, Angad scorns at Ravana, saying that Ravana calling him as one who has 
been an ugly wart in his family, one who has ruined the good name and reputation of 
his father Baali’s family is nothing but rubbish and utter nonsense. Angad would 
elaborate upon this in the verses that follow herein below. ] 


dio, faa fafa ata aa aga ATE A ATS II g N 
Ag Ge lS BH Het aT 1 aga Ale se fase aA aT VA 


caupa’. 


siva biranci sura muni samudā'ī. cahata jasu carana sévaka’l. 1. 
tasu duta ho'i hama kula bora. a'isihum mati ura bihara na tora. 2. 


Lord Shiva, the creator Brahma, as well as the community of saints, sages and 
ascetics—all of them are willing and eager to have an opportunity to serve his (Lord 
Ram’s) holy feet. (1) 


And here you are ridiculing me by saying that by being a messenger of such an 
exalted Lord I have shamed my family and drowned its good name and fame! Alas; 
even after having such a deadwood in lieu of intelligence, it is a matter of great 
wonder, truly, that your heart does not rupture and burst under your chest. 

[To wit, it is such an irony that instead of realising how lucky and privileged I 
am that Lord Ram, whom the greatest of gods and sages wish to serve cheerfully, has 
chosen me to become his messenger, you deride me and call me an ugly wart in my 
family and a shame to the name of my great father. It shows that you have not even an 
iota of wisdom and intelligence left in you. If this is the case, why does your dry-as- 
soil heart not burst out of its cage in your chest and fall apart just like the dry soil 
under an old deadwood tree heaves and crumbles into dust?]’ (2) 


yA wen art aft at |e CAT TET ATT I 3 N 
Ge aa aot Te Ae Hes fe ent Fara StS N x Ut 


suni kathora bant kapi keri. kahata dasanana nayana taréri. 3. l 
khala tava kathina bacana saba saha'um. niti dharma maim jānata aha'ūm: 4. 


When the ten-headed Ravana heard the Kapi’s (Angad’s) sharp rejoinder, he scowled 
at the latter with eyes full of scorn and wrath. (3) 
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Ravana shot back, ‘Oh you wretch of a fellow (khala)! I cope with your nasty, 
provocative and insulting words only because I wish to follow the principles of 
righteousness, propriety and probity. 

[You are a messenger, and a messenger enjoys certain privileges, such as 
immunity from punishment, prosecution or imprisonment. That is why I am forced to 
tolerate your impertinent and irreverent talking. Otherwise you know, I would have 
immediately got you arrested and severely punished. But mind you; don’t take this as 
my weakness. Rather, you must appreciate my noble character and high thinking that 
I follow established principles and adhere to norms of decency and courteous 
behaviour when dealing a messenger, irrespective of whose messenger he is. So don’t 
give me a lecture on what is right and what is not. Do you hear?]’ (4) 


che ale dia aN | SAE At pa Ue Fret aT GU 
Ca Ta gd Taant vats a aE at Taare g 


kaha kapi dharmasilata tori. hamahum suni krta para triya cōrī. 5. 
dekhi nayana dita rakhavari. būri na marahu dharma bratadhari. 6. 


The monkey (“kapi”; i.e. Angad) retorted in a most scornful and contemptible way, 
“Yes indeed, I too have heard about how great an expert you are in the laws of 
Dharma (probity, propriety, righteousness and ethics), and how diligently you follow 
them when I came to know that you had stolen another person’s wife’. (5) 


As if that was not enough, I have also seen how you extend your hospitality and 
protection to a messenger’. 

Oh you pretentious upholder of Dharma; why don’t you drown yourself to 
death for such falsehood and pretensions of righteousness and noble conduct (for your 
deeds squarely speak against you and demolish your claims regarding your upright 
nature)’. (6) 


[Note—'This refers to abduction of Sita by Ravana—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Doha no. 28. 


*This refers to the treatment meted out to Hanuman, who was also a messenger of 
Lord Ram, sent to find Sita and give the Lord’s message to her. Ravana had ordered 
first that he be killed or severely beaten so that his body suffers grave wounds, but on 
second thoughts ordered that his tail be set on fire—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, (a) Chaupai line nos. 9-10 that precede Doha no. 13 and 21; (b) Doha 
no. 24 along with Chaupai line nos. 5-10 that precede it. 


*You speak as if you are a holy, pious and noble soul who lives by what is right and 
proper, but what you actually do is quite the opposite. You stole Sita like a thief; is 
this righteous conduct? You ordered that Hanuman be killed, beaten and burnt alive— 
is this the correct way to treat a messenger? | 


art Aten fay ait ent vom cite qe ad frat on 
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SATA Ta SAT AGH | Ua STE SAS TASHA Uf 


kana naka binu bhagini nihārī. chama kinhi tumha dharma bicari. 7. 
dharmasilata tava jaga jagi. pava darasu hamahum barabhadgi. 8. 


Truly, when you saw that your sister’s nose and ears had been chopped off, surely I 
believe you had forgiven the person who had brought such abject humiliation to your 
family because of your gracious and forgiving nature, is it not?! (7) 


Really indeed, your fame as an upholder of the excellent moral virtues coming under 
the umbrella of the term ‘Dharma’ are so famous in the world that I feel it is my 
honour to have an opportunity to meet you in person!’ (8) 


[Note—'Angad teases Ravana by drawing his attention to the episode of Supernakha 
whose nose and ears were cut by Laxman on the orders of Lord Ram as she was 
attempting to play foul with the Lord and make him break his vows of remaining 
loyal to his chaste wife Sita by cajoling him to merry her. This incident is narrated in 
Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 17—to 
Doha no. 22. 

Angad says, “Well, if you really are so courageous, brave and bold as well as 
an upholder of Dharma, then tell me why didn’t you immediately seek revenge by 
attacking Lord Ram who had deformed your sister and bring him to justice; why did 
you went home quietly, worried and in a depressed mood? Oh yes sure, you did not 
decide to punish the perpetrator because you wanted to forgive him! 

Well, if you are such a great upholder of the laws of Dharma that you wished 
to forgive the person who had committed this atrocious act of cutting off the nose and 
ears of your sister because you are so gracious, magnanimous, benevolent and kind- 
hearted, then will you please tell me why you went like a thief and abduct the wife of 
this person, putting him to extreme grief and forcing him to come here searching for 
her, even risking his life in the process, instead of challenging him to a duel to punish 
him for his deed of wounding your sister right on the spot? This clearly debunks your 
claim of being a ‘holy cow’.”’] 


ao. wr weafa us tig aft ue facies AA TE | 
qaa oer Aaga Ae WH Sq AST UU 3R? H)U 
YA ay ae ae nt Pent ence Ot hit TA | 
Aad WAS WUT Fa AY Alea Hewes il 22 (|) I 

doha. 

jani jalpasi jara jantu kapi satha biloku mama bahu. 

lokapala bala bipula sasi grasana hétu saba rahu. 22 (a). 


puni nabha sara mama kara nikara kamalanhi para kari basa. 
sobhata bhaya'u marala iva sambhu sahita kailasa. 22 (b). 


Extremely upset by Angad’s scorching comments that directly hit at his self-esteem 
and dignity, Ravana vehemently hit back in an angry tone, ‘Oh you rascal monkey, a 
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useless creature who is no better than an insect. Don’t babble incoherently like 
someone who is hallucinating. 

Look here at my majestic, robust and strong arms; they are strong and 
powerful enough to vanquish the might and pride of all the Lokpals (the gods who 
take care of the welfare of the world) at once just like Rahu who can devour many 
moons simultaneously. (Doha no. 22-a) 


[Listen more about the majesty, the might and the stupendous powers of my arms. ] 
Further, Lord Shiva looked like a swan in the heavenly lake represented by my 
cupped palms as he rested on Mt. Kailash which I had once held up in my hands’. 
(Doha no. 22-b) 


[Note—'This episode where Ravana had held the whole of Mt. Kailash, where Lord 
Shiva is said to have his abode in the heaven, aloft in his hands, is narrated briefly in 
Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse no. 40.] 


dio, Get meh Oat Gl site A aa PUR Hast Fa GaN g M 
qa Wey AT fers SoS | STAT AT ga TT AAT R M 


caupa’. 


tumharé kataka majha sunu angada. mō sana bhirihi kavana jodha bada. 1. 
tava prabhu nari biraham balahina. anuja tasu dukha dukhi malina. 2. 


[In the following verses, Ravana lists all the great warriors of Lord Ram’s army, 
including the Lord himself, one-by-one, and pointing out how each one of them 
stands no chance against him and his might. ] 


Ravana said with rebuke and contempt in his voice, ‘Listen Angad! Which warrior in 
the rank and file of your army is capable of facing me in the battle-field? Tell me, is 
there anyone amongst you who is strong and brave enough to stand in front of me? (1) 


Your lord (i.e. Lord Ram) has already been weakened by grieving for his wife, and his 
brother (i.e. Laxman) too has become weak and gloomy because of the distress that 
has overcome him when he sees his brother sad and grieving constantly. 

[Hence, both of them have lost their original vigour and strength to withstand 
the rigours of warfare. They lack the energy and the stamina needed to fight a battle. 
Surely, protracted grief must have sapped their energy to such an extent that they 
won’t stand a wee bit chance against my might and punch in the battle-field.] (2) 


qe Tila HAGA GH A SAN te ala GH 3 N 
Wada Hat stat Tet 1a few SS aa MATT I ¥ UI 


tumha sugriva kūladruma do'u. anuja hamara bhiru ati so'u. 3. 
jamavanta mantri ati burha. so ki ho'i aba samararurha. 4. 
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You and Sugriv are like plants or trees that grow on the edge of the bank of a river or 
the shore of the sea'. As far as my younger brother (Vibhishan) is concerned, he is a 
very cowardly person who is scared out of his wits”. (3) 


Jamvant (the chief of the bear community) has become old and infirm. Can he ever 
stand his ground in the aggressive environment of the battle-field where exceptional 
agility, stamina and vigour are needed (which he obviously lacks due to his old age)? 


(4) 


[Note—'Trees and plants that grow near flowing water, such as rivers and seas, can’t 
find firm ground for their roots because the soil near the banks of rivers and shores of 
seas is soft and prone to being swept away by swift currents. Such trees or plants can 
fall very easily; they are uprooted with a swift current that undercuts their roots. If 
there is a flood accompanied with a strong wind, the trees on the edge of the river 
bank would topple over into the water. 

Ravana compares both Angad and Sugriv to such plants and trees that look big 
on the outside but have no strong foundation to keep them permanently rooted. To 
wit, when the war actually starts, Angad and Sugriv would be felled without the least 
effort just like the trees and plants growing on the edge of rivers and seas. 


*Vibhishan is in a precarious state; he is weakened by worry. He is not sure of his own 
fate. On the one hand he has made his own people, the demons, his enemy, and on the 
other hand he is living amongst alien people who are arch enemies of his demon race, 
and so he can never be certain about them, about what they would do to him once 
their objective was fulfilled. Surely, in this uncertain situation Vibhishan must be 
living a worried and terrified life like someone living between the two sharp edges of 
a sword. | 


fated aa arate Aer Ate 1S Hla Wem Feat ToS A & N 
STE WAT ATS WS ANT | AAT AT He RAGAT Ul & N 


silpi karma janahim nala nila. hai kapi ēka maha balasila. 5. 
ava prathama nagaru jehim jara. sunata bacana kaha balikumara. 6. 


The two, Nala and Neela, are skilled in the art of construction; they are not expected 
to know anything about the martial art of warfare. 

Nevertheless, I acknowledge that there is only one monkey amongst you who 
possesses great strength. (5) 


He is the one who had come earlier to Lanka and had burnt the city'.’ 

When the son of Baali (“balikumara”; Angad) heard these words (that 
referred to Hanuman), he immediately seized the opportunity to turn the table on 
Ravana by snapping back sarcastically, --- (6) 


[Note—'Ravana is referring to Hanuman here.] 


Ue oe HE Pra AAT AAS HLT HS UT TNT N O tt 
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Teast A seu aly ces LAP se Ae Aa Hl Hes ll N 


satya bacana kahu nisicara naha. samicéhum kisa kinha pura daha. 7. 
ravana nagara alpa kapi daha'ī. suni asa bacana satya ko kaha’. 8. 


‘Oh the king of demons (nisicara naha)! Tell me honestly, is it really true that a 
monkey had burnt (your fabulous city of) Lanka? (7) 


Who will believe that it is true that a humble monkey would ever be able to burn the 
great city of Ravana’? (8) 


[Note—'Angad scorned at Ravana and put him to shame by turning his own words 
against him when he said something to this effect: “It seems incredulous and out of 
imagination that a city so well protected by a mighty demon king of the name of 
Ravana, who claims to have vanquished all the gods and conquered all the creatures 
of the Creator’s creation, could be burnt down by a lonely monkey, all by himself. 
Why, this seems absolutely impossible. But you have acknowledged yourself that this 
was done by that diminutive-looking monkey. Prey, tell me, what were you doing 
then; why didn’t you stop him from causing such havoc to your beloved city; what 
were your warriors doing; where was your strength and valour, of which you boast so 
much, at that time?’’] (8) 


WH sift GAS MTSE WaT 1A Gilat He TT MTT S N 
Aes BEd A AT A Sle | Usa GG CH SA As Ul Qo N 


jo ati subhata sarahéhu ravana. so sugriva kéra laghu dhavana. 9. 
cala'i bahuta so bira na ho'l. pathava khabari lena hama so'l. 10. 


Look Ravana; that monkey whom you have praised yourself so much for his valour 
and strength and courage is merely an ordinary messenger in the service of Sugriv’. 


(9) 


That he came here alone after covering a great distance (across the ocean) would not 
make him a great warrior, for actually it was us who had sent him on this mission’. 


(10) 


[Note—'Angad calls Hanuman a messenger of Sugriv because it was Sugriv, being 
the king of the monkeys and the kingdom of Kishkindha, who had summoned and 
dispatched all the monkeys, including Hanuman, in all the directions to search for 
Sita—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that 
precede Doha no. 22. 

Angad’s observation that “Hanuman was serving Sugriv in an ordinary way” 
shows that there was not much of a formal hierarchy in the kingdom of Kishkindha, 
and all the monkeys mingled with each others as brothers and compatriots of equal 
status. This informal relationship helped to bind the community closely in a bond of 
brotherhood and friendship. 
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"Hanuman was one amongst so many other monkey messengers sent by Sugriv in all 
the directions to search for Sita. Sugriv had not particularly directed Hanuman to go 
in a specific direction, such as to Lanka. 

It was later on when the party, of which he was a member, reached the shore 
of the ocean that it became necessary for someone to go across the ocean to Lanka if 
they were to be successful in their mission of finding Sita. At that juncture, Angad 
and Jamvant, who were the leaders of this team, decided to send Hanuman on this job. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 29—to Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 30.} 

To wit, Hanuman had no instructions to burn Lanka; his mandate was to find 
Sita. If he could achieve the feat of burning Lanka and destroying a large section of its 
army which had tried to catch him, it was his personal choice. 

Angad wanted to drive home the point that if a single monkey could cause 
such a tremendous damage to Lanka, what would happen when the might of the 
whole monkey army unleashes its fury on the demon kingdom—has Ravana 
considered it? ] 


ao, Bear aE He ais fart Wy T Us | 
fait a mas Gata ale ates ta Tat ATS I 23 (CH ) I 
doha. 


satya nagaru kapi jaré'u binu prabhu ayasu pā'i. 
phiri na gaya'u sugriva pahim tehim bhaya raha lukā'i. 23 (a). 


[Angad continued—] It’s true that the Kapi (the monkey; i.e. Hanuman) had burnt 
Lanka without an express order to do so from Lord Ram, and that is the reason why, 
now I understand from hindsight, he did not go back directly to report boldly to 
Sugriv (about the success of his mission to Lanka to find Sita), but preferred to hide 
himself out of fear’. (Doha no. 23-a) 


[Note—'Angad said: “Since Hanuman had burnt Lanka on the spur of the moment, 
without any order either from Lord Ram or from Sugriv, he was afraid of severe 
reprimand from his chief, Sugriv, the king of the monkeys. So he was reluctant to go 
to him straight upon return, and hid himself. I first went and told Sugriv about the 
good news, that Sita has been found, and this good news cheered up Sugriv and 
helped me to win his good humour and favour sufficiently enough to ensure that he 
would overlook or neglect Hanuman’s deed of burning Lanka without orders. Then I 
told Hanuman that there was nothing to fear, and I took him with me to Sugriv, who 
in turn took him to Lord Ram. The Lord of course was waiting for him, and he 
affectionately and warmly welcomed Hanuman, and appreciated his actions. 

The point to note here is this: Hanuman was scared of Sugriv, and not Lord 
Ram. This is because Sugriv was a king, and a king would, in all likelihood, become 
annoyed if his orders are violated. Sugriv orders were clear: the monkeys and bears 
who were dispatched from Kishkindha were to search and find Sita, and come back to 
report within a month’s time; they were not expected to do anything more. And here 
Hanuman had run wild by fighting and killing a large number of demons, ruining their 
king’s royal garden called Ashok Van, had even killed Akshaya Kumar, the son of 
Ravana, and then lost his cool to become violent and burn the whole city of Lanka. 
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This was not his mandate, and as such Hanuman was scared of facing Sugriv because 
he feared punishment. 

But there was no such fear from Lord Ram—for everyone knew that the Lord 
was very kind, compassionate, loving, forgiving and accommodating. That’s why 
Hanuman had no reservations in disclosing his deeds to the Lord. 

Presently, Angad tells Ravana all these things to drive home the point that 
Hanuman, whom Ravana acknowledges as being exceptionally brave, bold and 
courageous, was actually very humble and docile, and he didn’t have the courage and 
the boldness to face his king, Sugriv, and disobey his orders. This means that Sugriv 
was more powerful than Hanuman, for otherwise the latter would have no fear of him. 

This was done to remind Ravana that he is fooling himself by thinking that 
only Hanuman is the ‘brave one’ in the whole of the monkey army, for he has yet not 
met and tested the others. It was to debunk Ravana’s general perception that the 
monkeys as a whole are a weak, inept and incompetent lot of clumsy and fickle 
minded creatures, and they stand no chance against his valour, courage, strength and 
power. | 


Ue hele ahs Ha Ale TU HS He | 
Als A SAN Heh Ba al GA Ca Vl Ges ll 23 (GP) 


satya kahahi dasakantha saba mohi na suni kachu koha. 
kō'u na hamarem kataka asa to sana larata jo soha. 23 (b). 


Truly Ravana, what you say is right’, and I am not offended by your comments. In all 
sooth, really, there is no one in our rank and file who would feel glad and honoured to 
be able to fight with you!” (Doha no. 23-b) 


[Note—'Angad refers to what Ravana has said about all the monkey warriors in the 
previous verse nos. 2-5 that precede Doha no. 23-a herein above. 


“Angad here refers to Ravana’s assertion in verse no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 23-a 
herein above that “there is no one in the monkey army who would be able to fight 
Ravana”. Angad gives the reason for it in the next Doha no. 23-c. 

Here he is taunting Ravana in a contemptuous way by saying that it is true that 
none of his friends and compatriots would like to fight with him, not because they 
can’t fight him as they are weak, or are afraid to face him in the battle-field for fear of 
defeat, but because they would feel it is demeaning and insulting for their own honour 
and pride, as fighting with Ravana, who is a false warrior, a mere pretender full of 
loud boast and bluster without anything of substance in him, would put them to shame 
for having wasted their time and energy, their valour, courage, marital skills, strength 
and powers on a good-for-nothing, loud-mouthed crook. It would be like trying to kill 
a mosquito by using a gun against it, or employing a battering ram to fall a puppet, or 
wasting energy by repeatedly punching a rubber dummy thinking it to be a living 
giant. | 


Uifa fatter aa BA afta Alfa site sats 


3997 


wi Wate aa Aghi wet fH Hes HIS ATS i 23 (7) UI 


priti birodha samana sana kari'a niti asi ahi. 
jaum mrgapati badha médukanhi bhala ki kaha'i ko'u tahi. 23 (c). 


It is an established norm for mutual engagement that one should develop any kind of 
relation, either friendly or hostile, only with those who are almost of the same stature 
and have almost the same standing as his own. 

[To wit, both the sides should be on almost the same level; they should be at 
par with each other; there should be a balance between them. Great disparity between 
the two sides is not conducive to any worthwhile relationship, whether friendly or 
hostile. There should be a level playing field for both the sides as it helps to sustain 
long-term relationships in case of friendship, and to decide who the actual winner is in 
the case of hostility. ] 

For instance, if a lion kills a frog, will anyone in his right senses call it a good 
thing, an act of bravery on the part of the lion’? 

[Definitely and doubtlessly, the answer is “no”. Similarly, if a strong man 
subdues a weakling by using physical force, it is a matter of shame for the former 
instead of praise.] (Doha no. 23-c.) 


[Note—'Angad clarifies why he considers that none of his friends should fight 
Ravana by citing the example of a “lion killing a frog”, which is a shameful act for the 
lion. Here, he compares the monkey warriors to the ‘lion’, and Ravana to the ‘frog’. 

We can observe how the debate is becoming more and more acerbic, abrasive 
and personal in a gradual manner, how it is descending lower and lower in the scale of 
decency and decorum. Both Ravana and Angad have used denigrating and 
deprecating language for the other, stoking mutual anger, and enhancing bitterness 
and repugnance further. ] 


weft organ wa ae ale set aes A 
data alot gaha Uy wa Tilt He WT 2B (TY I 


jadyapi laghuta rama kahum tohi badhém bara dosa. 
tadapi kathina dasakantha sunu chatra jati kara rosa. 23 (d). 


So therefore, oh Ravana, it is true that it would be too lowly and demeaning for Lord 
Ram to slay you, for it would be a great error on the part of the Lord to do so', but 
mind you, oh the ten-necked one (dasakantha), that the anger of the Kshatriya race 
(the ‘warrior race’ to which Lord Ram belonged) is very dangerous, and the 
accompanying wrathful fury is hard to overcome’. (Doha no. 23-d) 


[Note—'Angad has just cited the instance of “a lion killing a frog” to stress that it is 
not a good thing for a great person of abilities and wisdom to use force to kill those 
who are too weak, humble and lowly in front of him. So therefore it would not be 
worthy for Lord Ram, the great and almighty Lord of the world, to stoop to such a 
low level as to employ his powers and strength to vanquish and slay someone as 
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lowly and worthless as Ravana, who is no comparison whatsoever, by any measure, to 
the Lord’s exalted stature, majesty and greatness. 

The world would look down upon Lord Ram for waging a bloody war and 
causing the death of so many creatures (demons) just for retrieving his wife from 
Ravana’s clutches—for it was an easy task for the almighty Lord. The world would 
say that Lord Ram could have simply subdued Ravana, make him give Sita back, 
exact some tribute from him if he wished to punish the demon king, impose certain 
strict strictures upon him so that he does not misbehave in the future, and then release 
him with stern warning not to disobey the Lord’s words. 

Instead of this approach, when the Lord’s objective could have been achieved 
by more peaceful method, the Lord chose to fight a fierce war that led to so much 
devastation and havoc just in order to kill Ravana to punish him for stealing Sita. 

This will surely be a blot on the Lord’s good reputation for ever. But the thing 
is that anger is a very bad proposition. So if Ravana continues with his wild and 
arrogant ways, refusing to relent and make peace with the Lord, and consequently 
forcing the war on the Lord, then his anger would be ignited, and once this fire is 
kindled, there is no way it can be put out. 


*Lord Ram belonged to the Kshatriya race, the noble warrior race that was famous for 
its valour, courage, boldness, marital skills, bravery and strength. The kings of ancient 
times usually belonged to this race. The main job of this race was to give protection to 
the rest of the society. 

One characteristic of this race was that while they were usually kind and 
magnanimous and forgiving, but if a limit of tolerance was passed and their anger was 
ignited then it was quite impossible to subdue them. Once they decided to achieve an 
objective, they would accomplish it no matter what happened. 

Angad alludes to this unique character. He tells Ravana that though it is 
correct to say that it would not be a proper thing for Lord Ram to kill him, but if 
things spin out of control then there would no stopping the Lord either, inspite of the 
fact that the consequences may not be conducive for the Lord’s reputation as being 
merciful, kind, gracious, forgiving, compassionate, magnanimous and benevolent. 

So therefore Angad advised Ravana not to test Lord Ram’s patience; and that 
he ought naught to do anything that would precipitate disaster. ] 


ah shh oy Gert Ut tea aes fy ata 
Wasa ashes WAS higa Ye SAAT 23 (CS) it 


bakra ukti dhanu bacana sara hrdaya dahē'u ripu kisa. 
prati'uttara sarasinha manahum karhata bhata dasasisa. 23 (e). 


The words of the Kapi (literally the ‘monkey’; here referring to Angad), which were 
shot like sharp arrows mounted on a bow represented by sarcastic speech, pierced 
deep into the heart of the ten-headed Ravana, who made desperate attempts to heal his 
wounds (i.e. his ego, self-respect and dignity) by taking these arrows out using a tong 
symbolized by his equally sharp rejoinders and rebuffs (made to Angad)'. (Doha no. 
23-e) 
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[Note—'Here, the sharp answers that Ravana gave to Angad for each of his taunts 
have been likened to a wounded person trying to heal his wounds by plucking out the 
sharp projectiles, shot by his enemy, that have dug deep into his body, and then 
throwing them vigourously back at his opponent in a tit-for-tat reaction so that some 
kind of injury could be inflicted on the latter, as far as it was possible. 

This will be more evident in the following verses where we shall read that the 
sarcasm, the taunt and the contempt for each other will reach a crescendo, with quick, 
biting and witty responses being shot back and forth by both the sides.] 


ofa ates qaa aa alt AT aS TA Us | 
WH Uldarets are fed Hts BUTT AAR 23 (A) UI 


hamsi bolé'u dasamauli taba kapi kara bara guna ēka. 
jO pratipala'i tasu hita kara'i upaya anéka. 23 (f). 


Then the ten-headed Ravana laughed (to indicate that he isn’t offended, nor does he 
take Angad seriously) and said, ‘One of the good characters of a monkey is that he 
will always try to serve his master, who takes care of him and feeds him, in the best 
way he can, and do doing whatever is within his means to support the master’s cause’. 
(Doha no. 23-f) 


[Note—'Ravana effectively said this: “I appreciate your enthusiasm in supporting the 
cause of Lord Ram and for serving Sugriv. Yes, it is the nature of the monkeys in 
general that they would diligently serve him who feeds them. This habit is evident 
when one observes how a monkey obeys a monkey-charmer; the monkey would obey 
his master’s commands, without asking questions, by doing all the tricks he is ordered 
to do to please the spectators who gather to watch the show, because the monkey 
knows that the charmer gives him food, lodging and protection, and if he does not 
obey him then the master would not only beat him but may even cut-off his ration. 
And, worse, if the master gets angry beyond a limit, he would let the monkey loose, 
and there are so many predators waiting to grab him and kill him, by stoning him, 
beating him, or in some other way. 

A domesticated monkey usually becomes servile, weak and docile as he loses 
most of his natural vigour, aggressiveness, and the many skills that are possessed by 
his peers who live a free life in the forests where they have to fend for themselves 
because they have no patrons like the monkey-charmer who would feed them, protect 
them, and give them a shelter to rest. 

You live a comfortable life of a prince of the monkey kingdom. You owe your 
life’s privileges to your uncle Sugriv because he has made you a ‘prince’, as well as to 
Lord Ram, for it is the Lord who ensures your safety at the hands of your father’s 
bitter enemy, your uncle Sugriv, and has compelled the latter to let you live in peace. 

Well, I am not at all surprised that you would sing the song of praises for the 
two, Sugriv and Lord Ram, because they feed you and allow you to enjoy the 
privileges of prince-hood. Woe to you; shame to you, for being a servile servant of 
those who eliminated your noble father and the great monkey named Baali; you have 
dishonoured yourself by serving them and dancing to their tune, inspite of being the 
son of the great and fearless monkey warrior king named Baali!” 

The following verses reiterate and endorse the above view. | 


4000 


to, eT Ha ST Pst Wey HIST USS Te Aes UREA OTST UN g M 
ara pie aft ci Rene uta feat ees ert Prog N R N 


caupa’. 


dhan'ya kisa jō nija prabhu kājā. jaham’ tahanř nāca'i parihari laja. 1. 
naci kudi kari loga rijha’l. pati hita kara'i dharma nipuna’. 2. 


[Ravana invokes the example of the monkey-charmer to support his comment made in 
Doha no. 23-f above. | 


Ravana continued, ‘Hats off to a monkey who dances, everywhere and anywhere, in 
the service of his master, without feeling even a wee bit shy or having the least 
amount of shame or regret for the acts his master orders him to do. (1) 


He (the pet monkey) would play a perfect role of a joker, dancing and jumping and 
hopping (besides making funny faces and uttering ridiculous sounds) in order to 
entertain and please the spectators who gather around him to watch his antics, for the 
pecuniary benefit of his master. Forsooth, you monkeys are truly honest followers of 
the law of Dharma (right conduct). 

[It is because you are being faithful to your master who feeds and lodges you. 
You serve your patron, your master, the monkey-charmer, very diligently and 
honestly, to the best of your abilities, which surely is a good character. I will readily 
agree that you are great as far as this virtue goes, and I would applaud it. Surely, this 
is excellent conduct, and so I say that you monkeys are “followers of Dharma at least 
in one respect”. ]' (2) 


[Note—'The reference to a ‘monkey-charmer’ is very obvious. The poor, pet monkey 
performs all sorts of cheap tricks that his master orders him to do to please the crowd 
that had collected around to watch his antics, and the better role of a joker the monkey 
plays the greater is the money that is flipped towards him by the appreciative 
spectators by way of donation or alms. This money provides for the bread and butter 
of the monkey-charmer, who in turn takes care of the needs of the monkey. This is the 
monkey-charmer’s only livelihood, and since the monkey helps his master earn his 
bread and support his dependants with his little pranks, he is doing a noble act by 
serving his lord faithfully and obediently to the best of his ability. 

A monkey-charmer may have more than one monkey as pets, but he would 
naturally favour that monkey who is a better performer of tricks as it translates into 
more revenue. It is a symbiotic relationship between the monkey-charmer and the 
monkey, which benefits both. The charmer depends upon his monkey to earn his 
livelihood, and the monkey depends upon the charmer for food, lodging and safety. 

Ravana cites this example to imply that Angad serves his masters, Sugriv and 
Lord Ram, because he derives benefit by doing so. Angad is able to enjoy the 
privileges of a prince because he keeps his uncle Sugriv in good humour, and he 
serves Lord Ram to ensure that the Lord continues to protect him against the envy of 
his uncle who was so jealous of his father Baali that he killed him to grab the throne 
of Kishkindha, and who may harbour a secret desire to get rid of Angad too. 
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In doing so, though he gets credit for being loyal and diligent in his service to 
his lords, he forgets that he is dancing, in a servile manner, to the tune of those who 
were instrumental in his father Baali’s death. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Doha no. 11.} 

Why was Angad chosen as a messenger by Lord Ram? It is because he was a 
‘better performer’ as compared to others in the camp of Lord Ram. He was loud- 
mouthed, he could counter his opponent with quick wit and biting humour without 
waiting to consider the aptness of his reply, he was an expert debater and a colloquial 
speaker who could speak extempore without a break for great lengths of time, he was 
bold and proud, he was immune to any personal emotions that his opponent may 
attempt to rouse to deflect his attention while arguing his case in favour of his master 
(as proved by Angad remaining unruffled by Ravana’s attempt to remind him of his 
father Baali who was killed by Sugriv with the aid of Lord Ram in order to sow the 
seed of revenge inside Angad’s heart), and he would never accept defeat in an 
argument for he could cook up some or the other story so convincing that it would 
stymie his adversary. 

Ravana means that like the monkey-charmer who favours that pet monkey of 
his who is able to entertain the crowd of spectator better than the others in his brood, 
Lord Ram chose Angad as he would certainly achieve the objective—which was to 
insult Ravana and humiliate him to such an extent that even if he had a secret wish to 
make a compromise to avoid the war it would be washed away, because Angad would 
make him so angry and provoke him so much with his antics and disparaging remarks 
that it would be impossible for Ravana to save his honour and grace by a peaceful 
mean, and he would be compelled to slug it out in the battle-field. And in that, surely, 
Angad would succeed. | 


aie Caters Aa Aa TT hat A Hele US ret 3 
À Te Wa GAT | aa He elt aes aS HOT YU 


angada svamibhakta tava jati. prabhu guna kasa na kahasi éhi bhamti. 3. 
maim guna gahaka parama sujana. tava katu ratani kara'um nahim kana. 4. 


Angad, your race is reputed to be loyal to whosoever is its lord and master. So there is 
no wonder that you are lavishing so much praise on your own lord (i.e. Lord Ram). 


(3) 


I am wise, prudent, sagacious and pragmatic enough to know that this sort of 
behaviour is expected of you (as praising the master and the lord is a habit of the 
monkey race), and this is why I have not paid much attention to your incoherent 
babblings. 

[To wit, I have excused you for your impudence and the audacity that you 
have shown by speaking in front of me in the rash manner that you chose to follow, 
because, being a monkey, I can’t expect you to show basic decency and civility 
expected from a messenger.]’! (4) 


[Note—'Ravana is putting himself on high moral ground by playing cool and telling 
Angad that he appreciates his good virtue of being loyal to his Lord (Sri Ram) and 
praising him in front of his adversary (Ravana). 
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Ravana tries to put Angad on the back foot by showing that it is the latter who 
is at fault by not paying due respect to a sovereign to whom he has come as a 
messenger. It is certainly not a good thing, especially for a messenger from another 
king, to speak in an insulting tone to a king to whom he has brought a message from 
his master, for such rudeness of behaviour of the messenger shows the king who had 
sent him in very poor light. 

Ravana had tried to hide his own uneasiness, and at the same time to 
manoeuvre the discussion towards civility and a more amiable environment by 
showing that he has not taken offence at Angad’s rude answers. But Ravana failed in 
his intentions to calm tempers, for Angad continued with his sarcasm and acerbic 
tirade relentlessly, provoking Ravana to hit back vehemently. Angad’s intent was to 
make Ravana take some step that would be against his own interest by giving the 
former (Angad) an excuse to completely demolish whatever pride and respect that 
was still left with the latter (Ravana). | 


He hl ca WA Mechs ua aaga Alle Pars Ul & I 
am faeifa aa aft at aT | daft a ate HS Ha STANT S I 


tis fant ta vata Gers | cachet À alfa fears i 9 
SS BTS BT He cH are | Grey CT A WS A AST IC N 


kaha kapi tava guna gahakata’l. satya pavanasuta mohi suna’. 5. 

bana bidhansi suta badhi pura jara. tadapi na tēhim kachu krta apakara. 6. 
so'i bicari tava prakrti suha'. dasakandhara maim kinhi dhitha’. 7. 
dékhé'um ā'i jō kachu kapi bhasa. tumharérh laja na rosa na makha. 8. 


[Referring to Ravana’s affirmation that he is wise, prudent, sagacious and pragmatic, 
Angad retorted scornfully—] 


Angad said with intense irony in his voice: ‘Yes, your sense of wisdom, prudence, 
sagacity and pragmatism is real. The son of the wind god (‘“pavanasuta”; i.e. 
Hanuman) was right when he told me about it (upon his return from Lanka). (5) 


When he (Hanuman) had destroyed your favourite garden known as ‘Ashok Van’, had 
killed your son (Akshaya Kumar), and had burnt your city (of Lanka)—you did not 
feel he has done you any harm, so wise, prudent, pragmatic and sagacious you are 
indeed!' (6) 


Oh the ten-shouldered Ravana (dasakandhara)*! I acted in such an insolent manner 
as I had known of your amiable nature (that you are not offended by any insinuation, 
no matter how insulting and abrasive your interlocutor may be). (7) 


In all sooth and without gainsay, I have now witnessed myself what the Kapi 
(Hanuman) had said about you—that you have not a trace of shame, no anger, or a 
sense of resentment (at being publicly humiliated by a monkey who would destroy, 
with impunity, your garden as well as your city, and also kill your son, and then leave 
your kingdom, unchallenged and unharmed).”” (8) 
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[Note—'Angad scorned at Ravana tauntingly: “Well, tell me, if you were offended by 
any of these things, why did you not punish him for the crime; why did you allow him 
to go back from Lanka, alive and unscathed? Surely, you possess such a high level of 
graciousness, magnanimity and benevolence as your virtues that such destructions 
were of no consequence to you because you wished to forgive a messenger and were 
averse to taking revenge or harming a creature as it would be sinful act. Is it so? 

Or is it perhaps because your wisdom told you to keep quite and forgive the 
perpetrator as he was a messenger or too small a creature to seek revenge from, or 
perhaps, in your pragmatism, you decided that it would be better to keep quiet 
because that intruder would cause you more damage if you confronted him, and your 
prudence was that it was better to contain any further havoc, which you wouldn’t be 
able to prevent from happening, by letting that monkey leave Lanka as soon as he 
could.” 


Ravana had ‘ten heads’, and that implies he had ‘ten necks’ and ‘ten shoulders’. 


3After first using soothing words like “you have wisdom, sagacity, prudence, 
pragmatism”, which may have calmed down Ravana a wee bit, Angad stoked the fire 
of Ravana’s anger once again by saying “you have no shame, and no anger or 
resentment either, at being insulted, and your property being damaged by an 
intruder”.] 


SÜ afa nfà faq ware ater | cafe ate aAA EAT AÑA N S M 
fak wars wares yi Ad | staat agfa a HS AE tt Qo N 
arte fama sa aa APT Lats a ae aea ARA N ge N 


jaum asi mati pitu khā'ē kisa. kahi asa bacana hamsā dasasīsā. 9. 
pitahi khā'i khātē'um puni tōhī. abahim samujhi para kachu mohi. 10. 
bali bimala jasa bhajana jānī. hata'um’na tohi adhama abhimani. 11. 


Ravana retorted with vehemence, ‘Oh you monkey (kisa); such lowly and corrupt is 
your wisdom and intelligence that there is no wonder you have devoured your father. 

[To wit, you are truly shameless and dumb fellow, a blot on your family, 
because you are not at all concerned about the death of your father, Baali, at the hands 
of those whose cause you have come to espouse. Woes betide upon you, oh you 
ungrateful and unfaithful son!]’ 

Saying this, Ravana laughed derisively with all his ten heads (hamsa 
dasasisa). (9) 


Angad shot back, ‘Yea, I would have devoured you after having devoured my father. 
[To wit, since I am being accused of condoning my father’s death by keeping 
silent about it and professing the cause of those who got him killed’, I would have 
lived up to my reputation by now either killing you myself or getting you killed by 
them who had got my father Baali killed. ] 
But for the moment I would prefer to desist from doing this because a thought 
occurred to me. (10) 
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Well, I desist from slaying you lowly, sinful, haughty and arrogant fellow just because 
you were forgiven (for your mischief) and was promised favour by Baali (my father)”. 

[And therefore, by harming or killing you I would be insulting the honourable 
memory of my respected father. So, I prefer to overlook your impudence. Instead of 
thanking me for sparing your life in the honourable memory of my father, you are so 
foolish as to think I am sparing you because of any other reason, such as being afraid 
of you.] (11) 


[Note—'Angad is referring to his uncle Sugriv who had killed his father Baali in a 
duel in which Lord Ram took the sides of Sugriv. 

The important question is this: Why did Angad prefer to keep silent about 
Sugriv killing his father Baali, and Lord Ram taking sides with Sugriv? 

The answer is: One, Angad felt that his father was at fault for he had wrongly 
expelled his uncle after severely beating him for no fault of his, and even kept 
Sugriv’s wife as a mistress’, which in themselves were wrong things to do. 

Second, Lord Ram supported Sugriv because he the Lord felt he had been 
wronged, and being a true friend it was his moral duty to help Sugriv”. 

Third, Angad was of a young age, and he felt that the community of the 
monkeys in Kishkindha was not happy with Baali with the treatment he had meted out 
unjustly to his innocent younger brother Sugriv. Actually Sugriv was compelled to 
accept the crown of Kishkindha by a joint decision of all the ministers, though he was 
not willing to do so, as the rightful heir was Angad, being the son of the king Baali. 
But Angad was of an immature age, and so he could not be made a king in the 
absence of his father Baali. There was obviously no choice, except to anoint Sugriv on 
the throne. But when Baali came back after a long time when he had finally 
eliminated a demon named Mayawi, he found Sugriv on the throne. Without 
enquiring the circumstances in which Sugriv had ascended the throne, and without 
giving him a chance to step down, Baali thrashed him mercilessly, chased him away 
from the kingdom, and kept his wife as a mistress, something that is unacceptable. 

Lord Ram took the side of Sugriv for these reasons—as the Lord felt grave 
injustice has been done to him. 

The genesis of the bitterness between Sugriv and Baali is narrated in detail in 
Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-13 that precede Doha no. 
6. 

Angad knew the whole story, and since his father was at fault he preferred to 
remain silent. Besides this, there was nothing else he could do. He knew that his uncle 
saw him as thorn by his side, someone who has the right to the throne. Lord Ram was 
the saviour of Angad because Baali had entrusted his son in the care of the Lord at the 
time of his death®. So Angad knew very well that as long as the Lord favoured him he 
had nothing to fear“. 

{*Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-11 that 
precede Doha no. 6. 

Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-10 that 
precede Doha no. 7. 

“Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chanda line nos. 7-8 that 
precede Doha no. 10. 

“Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that 
precede Doha no. 26.} 
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?The story of Baali and Ravana in brief is as follows: Once, the monkey king of 
Kishkindha, Vaali (also pronounced as “Baali”), had put Ravana under his armpit for 
many days while the latter had gone to challenge the former when he was doing some 
worship. Peeved by Ravana’s arrogance and impertinence, Baali had tucked him 
under his arms to stop him from annoying him any further. When his worship was 
finished and he had returned back to his capital at Kishkindha, he realised that Ravana 
was still squeezed under his armpit. So he released the latter and made a pact of 
friendship with him. 

The story of Ravana suffering humiliation at the hands of Baali and his 
subsequent friendship with him is narrated in Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga 
34; Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 58-59; and in 
Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 96-101.] 


HE UST UT ST ad À PT MT AT A AT gR M 
aR fret Wee Was Tee 1 aS arte Paras FIAT Uh 83 N 
ele aah ants Bs 1 ca oP afer Aa BISTs Il V¥ UI 


kahu ravana ravana jaga kētē. maim nija śravana sunē sunu jētē. 12. 
balihi jitana ēka gaya'u patālā. rākhē'u bāmdhi sisunha hayasālā. 13. 
khélahim bālaka marahim ja'l. daya lagi bali dinha chora'l. 14. 


Well, tell me Ravana, how many Ravanas are there in this world? I have heard of a 
few of them, and now let me tell you about some of them. (12) 


There is one Ravana who had gone to the nether world to vanquish king Bali. On that 
occasion, the children had caught hold of him and (to play with him they had) tied 
him in a horse-stable. (13) 


The boys played with him as if he was a novelty, a toy-horse, often kicking him 
merrily, in jest (to derive pleasure when he screeched and groaned). At that time, Bali 
took pity on Ravana and got him released from captivity’. (14) 


[Note—'This story in brief is this: Once Ravana went to the nether world (or the 
subterranean world where he saw the brilliant city of Bali. The gates of Bali’s palace 
was guarded by Lord Vaaman, the dwarf mendicant incarnation of Lord Vishnu. 
Ravana overlooked the Lord and forcibly entered the palace of Bali, where he found 
him playing a board game. Bali saw Ravana standing from the corners of his eyes, but 
neglected him. The dice with which Bali was playing slipped from his hand and fell at 
a distance. Treating Ravana as one of his other attendants, Bali asked him to fetch the 
dice. Ravana tried all his might but could not even move the dice a bit. On the 
contrary, his fingers got crushed under the weight of the dice and he cried in pain, 
bleeding profusely. Then, one of the ordinary lady attendants of Bali went and 
brought back the dice, releasing Ravana’s fingers also. When Bali heard Ravana’s 
cries, he chided him in most humiliating way, and ordered him to be ejected out of the 
palace. Outside, Bali’s guards, soldiers etc. caught him and enslaved him. They used 
to feed him with left-over food and assigned him the job of cleaning the royal horses’ 
stable, where Ravana had to collect dung and throw it out. The children of the royal 
guards found in him a toy to play with, and they enjoyed kicking and mocking at him. 
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Fed up with this agony and incarceration, once when he went out to dump his 
collection of horse dung he pleaded with Lord Vaaman, who was standing guard at 
the gates, to have mercy on him and help him escape. At this, Vaaman flung him with 
the tip of his big toe, and Ravana flew into the sky like a mosquito, landing in Lanka. 
He felt glad as if he has been born again. 

This story is narrated in: Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 102- 
116.] 


Uh Felt Hea ST tas ene Farha sig IAT I gu UI 
Ale CUT Met ot STAT 1 AT Tere AT SS STT I VE N 


ēka bahori sahasabhuja dekha. dhā'i dhara jimi jantu bisésa. 15. 
kautuka lagi bhavana lai ava. so pulasti muni ja'i chorava. 16. 


Then I have heard of another Ravana who was once seen by the thousand-armed king 
named Sahastrabahu. Thinking Ravana to be a strange creature (with his ten heads 
and twenty arms), he (Sahastrabahu) rushed forward and caught hold of him. (15) 


Out of curiosity, Sahastrabahu brought Ravana home (just like a person would bring 
home some new specimen he discovers somewhere, to keep him as a show-piece in 
his palace). At that time, sage Pulastya had come to Ravana’s rescue by going to 
Sahastrabahu and getting him freed’. (16) 


[Note—'Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 22 where Hanuman too cites this episode concerning Sahastrabahu 
and Ravana. 

This story is narrated in Valmiki’s Ramayana, Uttar Kand, Canto nos. 31-33; 
Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 55-57; and in 
Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 90-95. 

Briefly it is as follows: Sahastrabahu, meaning ‘someone with a thousand 
arms’, was the son of Kritvirya and the king of Mahishmati situated on the banks of 
river Narmada. By the blessings of sage Dattatreya he could get a thousand arms 
when he so desired. One day when he was enjoying himself with his ladies and 
mistresses in the river, Ravana had too gone there to offer worship to Lord Shiva. 
Ravana’s attendants had collected flowers for offering to Lord Shiva. In the 
meantime, Sahastrabahu, who was showing off his majesty to impress the women, 
had used his thousand arms to block the flow of water in the river, which therefore 
flooded the banks and flowed upstream. The flowers that Ravana’s attendants had 
collected for worship were washed away, which gravely annoyed Ravana as it 
disrupted his worship. On learning the cause of this flood, Ravana immediately went 
to challenge Sahastrabahu and started a fierce battle with his soldiers. Upon learning 
that Ravana has destroyed the entire army, Sahastrabahu himself came to face him. A 
severe battle ensued. As soon as the chief commander of the demon army, named 
Prahasta, fell, the rest of the demons fled; and then followed a one-to-one duel 
between Ravana and Sahastrabahu. These two mighty warriors used massive war- 
maces to hit each other. Finally, Sahastrabahu hit Ravana so hard that he tottered and 
swooned, and was so dazed that he sat down to recover himself. Seizing the moment, 
Sahastrabahu captured Ravana and held him tight in his thousand arms, using these 
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arms like ropes to ensnare him so firmly that Ravana could not wriggle out. After this, 
Sahastrabahu brought Ravana to his capital city and imprisoned him like an ordinary 
prisoner of war. Later on, sage Pulastya went to plead with Sahastrabahu, and he not 
only succeeded in getting Ravana released but also in forging a friendship between 
the two. {This version is according to Valmiki’s Ramayana, Uttar Kand, Canto nos. 
31-33.}] 


Glo, Uh hed Ale Aa sila ter afer cat AT 
Se TE Ter À Hast Ger Gels ahs TA N RY N 
dona. 


ēka kahata mohi sakuca ati raha bali kirh kāmkha. 
inha mahum ravana tairh kavana satya badahi taji makha. 24. 


[Angad continued with his taunts—] I feel hesitant and reluctant to speak of one other 
of such Ravanas who was kept tucked under the arm pit of Baali (my father)". 

Now, I prithee, please tell me which of the above Ravanas I have mentioned 
are you? Leave aside deceit and pretensions, and be honest in informing me about 
your true identity; about who you actually are amongst the Ravanas I have cited 
herein above?’ (Doha no. 24) 


[Note—'This episode is narrated in (a) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse 
nos. 96-101; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 
58-59. 

Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 22 where Hanuman too cites this episode concerning Baali and 
Ravana. | 


dio, GLAS Sls Vert aerate | See AT BT ST CHT g I 


Wt smR Sg as LoS Bie fax Gat aY|Ts 2 
far ast Prt aaa sat Voss aa ore Braet ut 3 1 


caupa’. 


sunu satha so'i ravana balasila. haragiri jana jasu bhuja lila. 1. 
jana umapati jasu surā'ī. pujé'um jēhi sira sumana carhā'. 2. 
sira sarōja nija karanhi utaril. pūjē'um amita bara tripurari. 3. 


[Stung by Angad publicly raking up the darker and humiliating side of his past, 
Ravana felt exasperated and provoked. He decided to counter Angad by highlighting 
his astounding achievements and exceptional valour by listing all his stupendous feats 
that had no parallel in history, one by one, the deeds of his which had amazed the 
whole world and hold it in thrall of Ravana, with awe and fear. ] 


Ravana lashed back at Angad with a sharp tone, ‘Listen you stupid rascal (sunu 
satha). I am a Ravana with exceptional strength, courage, power and valour, the 
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abilities of whose strong arms and the singularly brave deeds that he had done are 
well known to Lord Shiva as I had lifted the mountain on which the Lord has his 
abode (i.e. Mt. Kailash)’. (1) 


I am the Ravana whose courage and bravery are known to Lord Shiva, the husband of 
goddess Uma (umapati), whom I had worshipped by offering my heads in lieu of 
flowers’. (2) 


I have worshipped Lord Tripurari (i.e. Lord Shiva)’ by offering my heads number of 
times. (3) 


[Note—'Ravana refers to an incident in the past when he had lifted Mt. Kailash along 
with Lord Shiva and his divine consort Parvati in order to bring them to his city of 
Lanka. This episode is narrated in (a) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 
36-40, 84-89; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 
55-56. 

Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 179. 


°This incident is narrated in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 26-39, 
84-89. 


`The word “tripurārī” is an honourable name of Lord Shiva for the following reasons: 
(i) The word indicates that Lord Shiva is the Lord of the whole world consisting of 
three divisions, viz. the heaven, the earth and the nether; (11) He had slayed a demon 
by the name of Tripura, hence called “Tripurari”’. | 


ast faces arate feraren 1 ae store far|e SH ST UTE ¥ UI 
wre feat at ford Sa wa fins arg afters i y N 
Pars Hh CHT HUT A HS | STANT Fete Fa STNG I 


bhuja bikrama janahim digapala. satha ajahūnř jinha kem ura sala. 4. 
janahim diggaja ura kathina'’l. jaba jaba bhira'um ja'i bari'a'l. 5. 
jinha kē dasana karala na phuté. ura lagata mulaka iva tute. 6. 


Oh you wicked fellow (satha)! The Dikpals (custodians of the world; the junior 
gods)' know the valour and the strength of my arms, because their hearts are still 
burning and feeling hurt by the terror I had struck in them’. (4) 


Not only that; the many Diggajs (legendary elephants who support the earth by 
holding it aloft from underneath it)’ know how tuff and impenetrable my chest is, for 
whenever I went to clash with them [5], they tried to strike me and pierce my heart 
with their long and strong tusks, only to discover that their sharp tusks failed to pierce 
my chest but themselves broke up into small fragments [6]. (5-6) 


[Note—'There are said to be 10 Dikpals (also called Digpals), the junior gods, who 
are assigned the task of caring for the part of the world under their care: 
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According to the Purans and Ram Purvatapiniyopanishad, canto 4, verse no. 
38-39, there are ten Dikpals who are the Gods who act as the guardians or custodians 
or protectors of the ten directions of the world. These legendary figures support the 
world from all the directions of the compass. They have been described in Ram Purva 
Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 4, verse nos. 38-39. Let us see 
what this Upanishad has to say— 

“Canto 4, verse no. 38 = These ten Dikpals are the following—Indra who is 
the king of Gods and who has a thousand eyes on his body, and is therefore called 
‘Sahastraaksha’, Agni or the Fire God, Yam or the God of Dharma (i.e. the God 
responsible to ensure that the great tenets of righteousness and proper conduct are 
observed by the creatures, and to punish those who violate these laws), Niritiya (also 
known as Nairitya), Varun or the Water God, Anil or the Wind God, Indu or the 
Moon God, Ishan or Lord Shiva, Brahma the creator, and Anant or Lord Seshnath, the 
legendary serpent who holds the earth on its hoods and upon whom the supreme Lord 
Vishnu reclines in the celestial ocean (the word also refers to Vishnu himself in his 
infinite form as the Viraat Purush) (38).” 

According to some versions, there are eight Dikpals. In this version, only the 
Brahma who is the patron deity of the zenith, and Anant or Vishnu who takes care of 
the nadir direction are removed. 

Hence, out of the ten Dikpaals, only eight are counted. These are the 
custodians or protectors of the eight directions as follows—Indra (the king of Gods) 
takes care of the east, Yama (the God of death) takes care of the south, Varun (Water 
God) takes care of the west, Kuber (the Gods’ treasurer) takes care of the north, Agni 
(the Fire God) takes care of the south-east, Surya (the Sun God) takes care of the 
south-west, Vayu (the Wind God) takes care of the north-west, and Ishan (Shiva) 
takes care of the north-east. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
182. 


`The Diggajs: There are said to be 8 ‘Diggaj’ who support the earth from eight 
directions or corners. These Diggajs are believed to be strong and muscular 
‘elephants’ stationed at eight strategic points in eight directions of the earth to support 
it from rolling or toppling over. The word ‘Diggaj’ itself means anyone who is very 
strong and muscular. 

According to the Purans, these eight directions and their respective Diggajs are 
the following—(i) in the north, the Diggaj (elephant) is known as ‘Saarvabhoum’; (ii) 
in the north-east, the Diggaj is known as ‘Suprateek or Saptateek’; (iii) in the east, the 
Diggaj is known as ‘Airaawat’; (iv) in the south-east, the Diggaj is known as 
‘Pundareek’; (v) in the south, the Diggaj is known as ‘Vaaman’; (vi) in the south- 
west, the Diggaj is known as ‘Kumud’; (vii) in the west, the Diggaj is known as 
‘Anjan’; and (viii) in the north-west, the Diggaj is known as ‘Pushpa-danta’. 

However, according to Valmiki’s Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 40, verse nos. 
14, 18, 20 and 22, when king Sagar’s sons went to dig the earth in search of the horse 
of the sacrifice that had gone missing, they saw only four Diggajs as follows—(1) in 
the east they saw the Diggaj named ‘Virupaaksha’, (ii) in the south, the Diggaj named 
‘Maha-padma’, (iii) in the west, the Diggaj named ‘Saumnas’ (pronounced as 
Saw+um-+nus), and (iv) in the north, the Diggaj named ‘Bhadra’. 

These Diggajs are referred to in Tulsidas’ epic Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that preceded Doha no. 254 as well as Chaupai line no. 1 that 
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precede Doha no. 260 in the context of Lord Ram breaking the bow. In the first 
instance, when Laxman became angry, these Diggajs shifted from the place out of 
fear, and in the second instance Laxman alerted them to be careful and hold the earth 
properly so that it does not topple over when Lord Ram prepared to lift and break 
Lord Shiva’s bow in order to marry Sita. ] 


WI Dott Stet Sts ani aga Ht TT as ore ATH It 9 N 
Az wast wm fated wart Mate a stat steiten Wert i 2 


jasu calata dolati imi dharani. carhata matta gaja jimi laghu tarani. 7. 
sō'i ravana jaga bidita pratapi. sunéhi na Sravana alika pralapi. 8. 


I am that Ravana who makes the earth shake whenever he walks on its surface’ just 
like a boat that rocks on the water at the time a wild elephant steps into it. (7) 


Mind you, I am that world famous Ravana of whom I have told you just now. 

Oh you loud-mouthed and vain fellow who talks in an incoherent and delirious 
way about irrelevant things that have no substance in them (alika pralapi)! Say, have 
you never heard of me and my glories (that you babble about nonsense things)!? (8) 


[Note—'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 182.] 


ao. ate tert we oy cele ae at aie Sa | 
Tale gat Get Get Sta AAT Ta TATU BG N 

doha. 

téhi ravana kahanř laghu kahasi nara kara karasi bakhana. 

ré kapi barbara kharba khala aba jana tava gyana. 25. 


How durst thou call that Ravana small, inept and inconsequential, and instead choose 
to praise the glories of a human being? 
Oh you uncivilised, lowly, wicked and ignorant monkey (kapi barbara 
kharba khala)! Now I have realised how much knowledge and intelligence you have! 
[To wit, now I understand that you are good for nothing, a complete idiot who 
does not even know what he is speaking about.]’ (Doha no. 25) 


dio, QP site wana we art | arey Goris aea aah ei 


Praag YS TST SUNT | eet SAS AA SAT HOTT Il 2 N 
WE WY UPN GT INT LTS TT SMAI AT ANT Ul 3 Ui 
arg Ta Se Sat ANT VAT AT a TAT ATT Ut N 


caupa’. 
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suni aħgada sakopa kaha bani. bolu sambhari adhama abhimani. 1. 
sahasabahu bhuja gahana apara. dahana anala sama jasu kuthara. 2. 
jasu parasu sagara khara dhara. buré nrpa aganita bahu bara. 3. 
tasu garba jehi dékhata bhaga. so nara kyorm dasasisa abhaga. 4. 


When Angad heard what Ravana had to say, he became extremely enraged and struck 
back vehemently at Ravana, ‘Mind your words and what you say, oh you fallen and 
boastful fellow (adhama abhimani). (1) 


[Now, Angad would cite an incidence where the great sage Parashuram—known for 
his fiery anger and quick temper, as he used to cut-off the head of anyone with whom 
he was annoyed, with his famed battle-axe—had come, fretting and fuming, to take 
revenge upon Lord Ram for breaking the bow of Lord Shiva which culminated in his 
marriage with Sita, but he had to finally surrender before the Lord as he was unable to 
vent his wrath upon him, surely because of Lord Ram’s majesty as well as some 
supernatural powers and divine aura that he possessed which prevailed upon 
Parashuram to make him submissive and docile, and finally yield before the Lord. 
This episode is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 
that precedes Doha no. 268—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 285.] 


He (a reference to sage Parashuram) whose battle-axe was like a wild fire that could 
burn the dense forest symbolized by the thousand arms of Sahastrabahu’, --- (2) 


--- And countless great warrior kings had drowned in the rapid current of the ocean 
symbolized by the sharp edges of whose battle-axe’, --- (3) 


--- Even his (i.e. sage Parashuram’s) pride of being an invincible warrior before 
whom no one could stand his ground (for the sage’s wrath was fiery as the fire, and 
his battle-axe was like the mighty ocean during a fierce storm that could capsize the 
largest of ships)—well even his pride was chased away (i.e. it was vanquished; 
subdued; neutralised) when he saw him (Lord Ram). 

[To wit, when sage Parashuram tried his best to raise his battle-axe to strike at 
Lord Ram and his brother Laxman to punish them, his strength failed him; his arms 
would not rise with the axe. This surprised the sage, and he wondered what may have 
caused him to fail to vent his ire. Surely there must be some mysterious reason which 
he initially failed to comprehend, but which gradually dawned upon his mind. By- 
and-by he realised who Lord Ram actually was, that he was not a human prince but 
the Supreme Lord himself in a human form, and with this realisation he immediately 
surrendered before the Lord and regretted for his angry behaviour.]° 

Oh you unfortunate ten-headed Ravana (dasasisa abhaga)! Is such a person a 
human being as you think and claim him to be? 

[To wit, don’t you have any intelligence in you to understand what is obvious? 
Are you so stupid? You call me stupid, but I think it is you who is one such. Well, tell 
me, if Lord Ram is an ordinary human being as you profess him to be, then would he 
have escaped the wrath of sage Parashuram who was famous for not sparing anyone 
whom he decided to punish? Parashuram had himself boasted of it when he said that 
he had eliminated countless kings who offended him by killing them in the battle- 
field, with his battle-axe. Say, would he have spared Lord Ram, especially when he 
had come with the express purpose to punish him for breaking Lord Shiva’s bow”? 
Since Parashuram failed to harm the Lord—and he had himself wondered that there is 
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surely some mystical reason why he is unable to harm the Lord, why his arms fail him 
in raising his axe against the Lord—surely then there must be some reason behind it. 
Are you so big a fool that you are unable to add two and two together to arrive at an 
obvious conclusion, which is so evident that even a blind man would see it, that Lord 
Ram is surely and definitely not a human being, but a manifested form of the Supreme 
Being.] (4) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha 
no. 272. 

The story in brief is as follows: There was once a thousand-armed Kshatriya 
(warrior class) king known as ‘Sahastraarjun’ or ‘Arjun with a thousand hands’. Once 
he approached the Ocean and asked who was stronger than him. The Ocean told him 
that sage Jamdagni’s son Parashuram was a fit match for him and would welcome him 
in battle. Such was Sahastraarjun’s sense of ego and pride that he could not bear that 
someone stronger be there on earth in his presence. So he collected his huge army and 
went to the hermitage of sage Jamdagni. 

The sage duly welcomed the king and extended warm hospitality to him. 
Sahastraarjun was however astonished at the lavish way the forest-dwelling hermit 
had entertained him. So he wanted to know the reason. Upon finding out that the sage 
managed to do this miracle because he possessed a divine cow known as ‘Kamdhenu’ 
or Kapila cow which could produce anything desired in an instant, the greedy king 
was filled with jealousy. Driven by avarice and rapacity, he demanded that the sage 
give this cow to him. Obviously Jamdagni refused. So the king forcefully snatched the 
cow from him and in the ensuing tussle he killed Jamdagni. 

At that time, Jamdagni’s brave son Parashuram was not there. When he 
returned, home he found his mother grieving. Coming to know of the reason, he 
immediately took the vow that he will eliminate all the Kshatriya kings from the 
surface of the earth by killing all of them. His mother had beaten her chest twenty-one 
times as a sign of mourning, so he declared that he will continue to wipe out the 
Kshatriya kings for an equal number of times, i.e. for twenty-one generations. 

He comforted his mother and attacked Sahastraarjun, severed all his thousand 
arms with his battle-axe and then killed him. {This story is narrated in Srimad 
Bhagwat’s Aashwamedhik Parva. } 

Extremely peeved by the Kshatriya race to which this king belonged, 
Parashuram vowed to eliminate the entire race from the surface of the earth as a 
revenge for the killing of his father. This was the reason why Parashuram had fought 
and killed thousands of Kshatriyas to avenge the killing of his father by Sahastraarjun. 

A slight variation of this story appears in Mahabharat, Vanparva. According to 
this version, when the thousand-armed king known as ‘Sahastraajun’ had taken away 
Jamdagni’s all wish fulfilling cow known as Kamdhenu, Parashuram rushed to cut all 
the arms of Sahatraarjun as punishment. Sahastraarjun’s kith and kin came back to the 
hermitage of Jamdagni when Parashuram was not there, and took revenge by killing 
the sage. Parashuram’s mother grieved and wailed woefully. When Parashuram came 
back and discovered what had happened, he promised his mother that he would take 
revenge, and vowed to kill all the Kshatriya kings on the surface of the earth to 
avenge Sahatraarjun’s killing of his father. So in this way he had also fulfilled the 
wishes of his mother. 

Sage Parashuram had avenged his father’s death by killing the Kshatriya kings 
because one of the members of this race, king Sahastraarjun, had killed his father sage 
Jamdagni. 
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In Mahabharat, Shantiparva, Canto 49, verse nos. 45-47 it is mentioned that it 
was Sahatraarjun’s son who had stolen the Kamdhenu cow, and not Sahastraarjun 
himself. 

It ought to be noted that ‘Sahastraarjun’ is also known as ‘Sahastrabaahu’ 
because he had a thousand arms. 

Now, after unnecessarily killing so many innocent Kshatriya kings, who had 
committed no offence, just to avenge his father’s death at the hands of Sahastraajun, 
sage Parashuram was severely criticized by the community of Brahmins, which made 
the sage contrite and full of guilt. So, with a somber and disgusted mood, he went to 
the forest to do penance. At that time, sage Vishwamitra’s grandson named Paraavasu 
came to him and teased him, saying, ‘A fire sacrifice was done recently in which so 
many countless Kshatriya kings had come. But you did not kill any of them, thereby 
disobeying the promise you had made to your mother and have also violated your own 
vows. This is a sin in itself.’ Peeved and instigated, Parashuram rose immediately and 
went berserk, killing and hacking all the kings and their kith and kin at random. Their 
pregnant wives somehow escaped by hiding here and there. After this, Parashuram 
performed a Horse Sacrifice known as the ‘Ashwamedh Yajya’, and gave the entire 
land (earth) that he had snatched from the kings to sage Kashyap as donation or gift 
during this sacrifice. 

Sage Kashyap was wise, and he was worried that if some way out is not found 
then one day Parashuram will create such a situation by repeatedly killing kings that 
there would be no one to take care of the creatures who inhabit the planet, because the 
main function of the Kshatriya kings was to look after the welfare of the subjects of 
their kingdoms and protect the earth from marauding savages. 

So Kashyap told Parashuram, ‘Now that you have given me this earth as a gift, 
it belongs to me, and henceforth you have no right to kill any of its inhabitants 
(including of course the kings). You go to the shore of the southern ocean and do 
Tapa there.’ After this, Parashuram lived on the shore of the southern ocean during 
the day, and left the earth during the night. 

This version of the story is clearly mentioned in Valmiki Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 
75, verse nos. 25-26, and Canto 76, verse nos. 13-14. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
272. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
280; and Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 284—to Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 285.] 


TH AST HAT Gs SM | aei HT AT OPT TAT N Y N 
Ud Gay Hes WET | Sa AMT BG TH TET I G N 


rama manuja kasa rē satha banga. dhanvi kamu nadi puni ganga. 5. 
pasu suradhénu kalpataru rukha. anna dana aru rasa plyusa. 6. 


[Chiding Ravana for calling Lord Ram an ordinary human, Angad uses some obvious 
analogies in the following four verses to drive home his point—that Lord Ram is not 
an ordinary man but a divine Being. | 
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Oh you obstinate and arrogant rascal (satha banga)! How come Lord Ram is a 
human being? Tell me, is Kamdeo (the patron god of passion) an ordinary warrior 
who holds a bow’? Is the river Ganges an ordinary river’? [The obvious answer is a 
firm ‘no’, that they aren’t so.] (5) 


Is it not foolish to call any sundry animal as being a ‘Sura-dhenu (the holy cow of the 

gods)’, or to say that the evergreen tree known as ‘Kalpa-taru’ has dried up*? 
Similarly, is giving food as alms (to the hungry) equivalent to an ordinary 

charity”, and is the ambrosia of life known as Amrit an ordinary juice (or liquid) 6? (6) 


[Note—'Kamdeo is the mythological god of love and passion. He holds a mystical 
bow symbolized by hidden passions in a creature, and he shoots arrows laced with 
passion, love and lust to subjugate the prey, the target, represented by the beloved 
whom the lover, the holder of the symbolic bow and the shooter of the arrow, wishes 
to capture. 

Kamdeo’s bow is made of a creeper bearing colourful flowers, and the flowers 
are the arrows themselves. Kamdeo does not hunt his prey by using hard bow or sharp 
arrows made of metal. So, it is wrong to equate him with an ordinary hunter or a 
warrior who would use conventional bow and arrow to shoot down the target. 


*River Ganges is regarded as a holy river descending from the heaven; it is the river of 
the gods. Therefore, it is not an ordinary terrestrial river like the rest of them. Hence, 
to call Ganges as merely a river will be undermining its holy character, and therefore 
wrong. 


*Sura-dhenu is also known as ‘Kamdhenu, the holy cow of the heaven which fulfils 
all wishes if worshipped and served with faith. So to compare it with an ordinary cow 
or any other four-footed animal would be nothing but stupidity. 


“The Kalpa-taru is the tree of heaven. It is an evergreen tree that grants everything one 
desires from it. It never dries up. So to say that the Kalpa-taru is dry is height of 
nonsense. 


‘Food sustains life; it is the basis of life; it has a divine element in it. No other gift is 
as precious as giving food to the needy. So therefore, to equate ‘food’ with other 
ordinary forms of gifts or alms such as cloth, material goods etc., is foolish. 


Amrit is the ambrosia that grants eternity; it has mystical powers to heal. So it cannot 
be likened to any other kind of juice or liquid. ] 


ada Tan sife Gears | Rafa OPT Soe aAA N 8 N 
Oy alta citer seaport | ost fen taa wa AHAT Ul e N 


bainatéya khaga ahi sahasanana. cintamani puni upala dasanana. 7. 
sunu matimanda loka baikuntha. labha ki raghupati bhagati akuntha. 8. 
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Is the son of Vintaa (“bainatēya”; i.e. Garud, the legendary bird who is a mount of 
Lord Vishnu) an ordinary bird"? 

Is the Sheshnath (the legendary celestial serpent who holds the universe on his 
thousand hoods) an ordinary serpent”? 

And oh the ten-headed? Ravana, is ‘Chintamani’ (a unique gem that eliminates 
all worries) an ordinary stone*? (7) 


Oh you dull-witted fellow with an abysmally low intellect (matimanda)! Listen to 
me: Is Vaikuntha (the eternal heaven; the abode of Lord Vishnu; from where there is 
no coming back to this mortal world) an ordinary place or habitat”? 

Is having devotion for Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) an ordinary reward or 
benefit that one can expect to have in this world®? (8) 


[Note—'It is erroneous to call Garud an ordinary bird. It is derogatory to do so. 


*Likewise, it is absolutely inaccurate and unacceptable to liken the Sheshnath with an 
ordinary serpent. 


*Angad has called Ravana as a ‘ten-headed’ one to mean that a person with one head 
would not say such foolish things, but you have ten instead of just one head, which 
means you ought to be ten times more intelligent and wise than others, yet you are so 
dumb as to think and talk of such nonsense. 


“The Chintamani is a rare gemstone which removes all sorts of wants and worries in a 
person who possesses it. So it is surely not an ordinary gemstone. 


Vaikuntha is the heaven where the soul finds eternity. It is a place where there is 
beatitude and bliss. It is the heavenly abode of Lord Vishnu, the cosmic form of the 
Brahm, the Supreme Being. Hence it cannot be compared to any other habitat, 
whether in this mortal world or even to other lower levels of heaven. 


°No, it isn’t. Having ‘Bhakti’ or devotion for the Supreme Being, manifested as Lord 
Ram, is a very special spiritual blessing that only a few fortunate persons are able to 
avail. | 


ao. Sa aled da ars afer at Sante at aT 
HALAS SIAM Hl WAS GA Ta Tat ATT RG Ui 
doha. 


séna sahita tava mana mathi bana ujari pura jari. 
kasa rē satha hanumana kapi gaya'u jo tava suta mari. 26. 


Oh you stupid and wicked fellow (Satha)! Is Hanuman an ordinary monkey who had 
trashed and crushed your (false sense of) pride and ego along with the (imagined) 
might of your (so-called invincible) army, besides ruining your favourite garden 
(called the Ashok Van), burning your city (of Lanka), and killing your son (Akshaya 
Kumar)'? (Doha no. 26) 
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[Note—'To wit, you claim that you had vanquished the Digpals and the Diggajs very 
easily, and they are terrified of you (Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that precede Doha no. 25), 
and the earth trembles like a rocking boat on a rough sea when you move about in 
anger (Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that precede Doha no. 25), well tell me then, where was 
all your valour and strength and courage and the might of your arms, of which you 
boast so much, and of which you are so proud, at that time when Hanuman had caused 
so extensive damage to Lanka, trounced your army, crushed your pride and self- 
esteem, destroyed your garden, and worse, killed even your son? 

Well, why couldn’t you stop him; why couldn’t you punish him; why did you 
let him go unharmed from Lanka; where were your famed valour and strength and 
courage and might of arms at that time? Was it ever possible that Hanuman would 
have mustered courage to do what he did, and be successful in doing it all alone, 
inspite of the overbearing presence of your mighty self as well as your mighty army 
that surrounded him from all sides, if he was an ordinary ‘monkey’ as you think him 
to be? How dumb-witted and block-headed are you as to not see what is obvious and 
staring you in the face?] 


dio, QL aa Uke aque | seth a pg Tas Ul g Ul 
GT Get MU WA AT Bet | Tal SS Ah URS aT 2 N 


caupa’. 


sunu ravana parihari catura’. bhajasi na krpasindhu raghura’. 1. 
jaum khala bha'ēsi rama kara drohi. brahma rudra saka rakhi na tohi. 2. 


[Angad continued—] Listen Ravana, to my (good and friendly) advice. Say, why 
don’t you worship and adore Lord Ram (“raghura'?’; the Lord of the Raghu’s line of 
kings of Ayodhya), who is like an ocean of mercy, compassion and kindness 
(krpasindhu), after abandoning your stubborn nature, your obstinate hypocrisy, and 
your pretensions of being very clever and wise (parihari catura'l)'? (1) 


Oh you rascal (khala)! [I warn you that—] If you remain opposed and hostile to Lord 
Ram, then no one would be able to protect and save you, not even the creator Brahma 
nor Lord Rudra (Lord Shiva’s that angry form which brings an end to creation)”. (2) 


[Note—'A similar idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 200. 


“Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede 
Doha no. 23, where a similar warning has been given to Ravana by Hanuman. ] 


We GM Vit ANS We |W aT Be AÈ TCT N 3 N 
da far Frente & aint ioe ent wa ar ory x N 
ada fat haah Ba aT | AR A A TTT A & UI 
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murha brtha jani marasi gala. rama bayara asa ho'ihi hala. 3. 
tava sira nikara kapinha ké agém. parihahim dharani rama sara lagem. 4. 
tē tava sira kanduka sama nana. khélihahim bhalu kisa caugana. 5. 


Oh you utter fool (mUrha)! Don’t brag and unnecessarily talk boastfully in a vain 
manner. If you are hostile to Lord Ram (and are determined to be so) then your fate 
will be that --- (3) 


--- Your heads would be cut off by Lord Ram’s arrows, and they will fall to the 
ground in front of the monkeys (and bears, that constitute the Lord’s army) --- (4) 


--- And the bears and the monkeys (bhalu kisa) will use your fallen heads as balls to 
play a game of football. [To wit, the bears and monkeys would kick your severed 
heads all around the battle-field like two teams play a game of football in a sports 
stadium. ] (5) 


wale war callus Tah | Seale sila Harel Te AAS Ul & Ul 
qa for ates sre Wet TENT | ata foray IST WA SANT I 9 N 
Gd Fat WaT WIGS | AT ASAT AT TT HT N 


jabahim samara kopihi raghunayaka. chutihahim ati karala bahu sayaka. 6. 
taba ki calihi asa gala tumhara. asa bicari bhaju rama udara. 7. 
sunata bacana ravana parajara. jarata mahanala janu ghrta para. 8. 


When Lord Ram (raghunayaka) becomes angry in the battle-field and shoots volleys 
of many sharp arrows (at you) --- (6) 


--- Tell me, will your boast and bluster work then; will you be able to save yourself by 
vain bravery and false valour? 

Think of it. Consider this matter seriously before it is too late. Be wise and 
prudent to realise that it will be in your own interest to pay homage to Lord Ram, who 
is gracious, charitable, magnanimous and benevolent by his very nature (rama 
udara)'.’ (7) 


When Ravana heard these words (of Angad), he flared up vehemently in anger, as if 
oil was poured in an already lighted fire. (8) 


[Note—' Angad basically advises Ravana to abandon his animosity and hostility with 
Lord Ram, to make amends and make friendship with him. Ravana ought not to have 
any doubts if Lord Ram would forgive him for the evil things he had done in the past, 
because the Lord is large-hearted and very kind and gracious; he is benevolent and 
magnanimous. So he will welcome Ravana without reservations, and the Lord will not 
do any thing that would embarrass Ravana in the least. 

But if Ravana continues with his foolishness and stubbornness to goes ahead 
to fight Lord Ram, then he is surely and definitely doomed. 

There are other places in the Text of “Ram Charit Manas’ where these glorious 
virtues of Lord Ram are highlighted—e.g. in Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that 
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precedes Doha no. 57, Ravana’s spy named Suka also tells him exactly the same 
thing. | 


Go, HUH Be Se WA Ue Whee GAT | 
A Utena fe Bate Fras nren SF it 29 N 
doh. 


kumbhakarana asa bandhu mama suta prasid'dha sakrari. 
mora parakrama nahim sunéhi jité'um caracara jhari. 27. 


[Ravana shouted back at Angad. He angrily said—] ‘I have a famous brother by the 
name of Kumbhakaran (literally one whose ears are large like a big pitcher or jar)’, 
and an equally famous son (named Meghanad) who had vanquished Indra (the king of 
gods)’. 

Have you not heard of my valour and achievements that I have conquered all 
the gods as well as every other creature in this creation’? (Doha no. 27) 


[Note—'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precede 
Doha no. 180. 


*Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha 
no. 182. 

The story of Meghanad (so called because his voice was as loud and 
resounding as the clap of thunder) vanquishing Indra is narrated in (a) Anand 
Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 78-81; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka 
Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 50-54. Since Meghanad had conquered Indra, he is also 
called ‘Indrajeet’, one who has won Indra. 

This story in brief is this: Once, after conquering Varun (God of water) and 
Yama (God of hell), Ravana attacked Indra (the king of Gods). Indra captured Ravana 
and took him as a prisoner. When Meghanad heard of his father’s imprisonment by 
Indra, he attacked heaven and not only freed his father Ravana but took Indra as a 
prisoner and brought him to Lanka. The creator Brahma then went to Lanka and 
prevailed upon Meghanad to free Indra by granting him (Meghanad) many boons to 
make a deal for freedom of Indra. 


*Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 182 along with Chaupai line nos. 
4-13 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede it.] 


do, We amag aR aes | ater fie sas uya N g M 
arate GM stim ANAT VACA AE A Aq Ge HAT R N 


caupa’. 


satha sakhamrga jori sahā'ī. bamdha sindhu iha'i prabhuta’. 1. 
naghahim khaga anéka barisa. sūra na hohim tē sunu saba kisa. 2. 
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Ravana scornfully tried to prove Angad’s glorification of Lord Ram as completely 
contrary to facts by saying, tauntingly, ‘You blockhead (Satha)! Is collecting a motley 
crowd of ‘monkeys’ (here the term is used in a derogatory sense) and getting a 
ramshackle bridge built over the surface of the ocean (to cross it) called valour, 
bravery, and a gallantry deed'? (1) 


Why, so many ordinary birds can easily cross the same ocean by simply flying over it, 
and none of these humble creatures do a great deed of bravery or gallantry by doing 
so. So therefore, what is the great deal in it (i.e. in Lord Ram crossing the ocean on a 
rickety bridge put in place by monkeys throwing boulders and rocks in the water, 
blocking its flow)’? (2) 


[Note—'Ravana continued to use derogatory remarks for Lord Ram and undermine 
his greatness by arguing that certain events that recently happened certainly go to 
prove that the Lord was just an ordinary human being like the rest of them, and not 
the divine Being as he is portrayed to be by his loyal and sycophantic messengers, 
now Angad and previously Hanuman. 

All of Angad’s assertions about Lord Ram’s glory, majesty and greatness are 
hollow, and nothing but a biased effort at exaggeration and bending of facts to suit 
one’s view of the world, and to gloss over the dark reality by painting things with a 
colourful brush that lacks even the colour that is imagined to be painted. 

The term “monkey” is obviously used in a derogatory sense here, to mean 
jokers and foolish creatures who make a lot of vain noises, and who would jump and 
hop to please their masters. 


*To wit, Ravana asked Angad: “Tell me, what great achievement has been 
accomplished in getting across the ocean with the help of a bridge put in place by 
“monkeys”? There are so many birds that cross the ocean almost daily, and it is 
natural to them to do so. So will anyone call a bird brave for doing some gallantry 
deed for merely flying across the surface of the ocean, which is a matter of habit for 
them? 

If your Lord, whom you praise so much in lavish terms and are in some much 
awe of, actually had some divine and mystical powers, as you claim him to possess, 
then why couldn’t he just stand on the shore of the ocean, raise his two hands in the 
direction of Lanka, and order the ocean to part in the middle to form a pathway in this 
direction, by which he and his army could simply walk across? Or else, why couldn’t 
he use his so-called fiery and invincible arrows to just dry up the ocean or kill its 
deity, forcing the ocean to surrender, instead of pleading for a way across it, as he had 
actually done? 

Tell me, why could he not simply tell everyone to close their eyes for a while, 
wave his arms in a circle like a magician swings his wand to invoke some magical 
charm, and create the bridge by magic, using his mystical powers, so that when 
everyone opened their eyes they would see the bridge already built!? 

Well, well; don’t try to gloss over facts and turn them on their heads just to 
support things of your imagination, things that are conjured up by your hallucinating 
mind, things which are just that—colourful imaginations of a delirious mind—and 
nothing else. 

To wit, you fellows have been so conditioned to believe that your master, Lord 
Ram, is a divine Being, some supernatural Power; so you go around the world 
parroting the things you have been taught to believe, that you have become habituated 
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to believe, without using your own brains to see whether what you are saying makes 
any sense or not. That is why I call your crowd a collection of ‘monkeys’, a jostling 
crowd of cheap jesters and silly pranksters!”’] 


TE YS ANN TAT AT HT |S TS TY AC AT AAT 3 N 
SS TAT STMT STUNT | AT STA AT Bt UTsfe ANT ¥ M 
ferorere À ie oar 1 yo Asta Tact AS ATAT I & UI 


mama bhuja sagara bala jala pūrā. jaham būrē bahu sura nara sūrā. 3. 
bisa payodhi agadha apara. kō asa bira jo pa'ihi para. 4. 
digapalanha maim nira bharava. bhūpa sujasa khala mohi sunava. 5. 


Mind you; my strong arms are also like the mighty ocean, and they are filled with an 
immense reservoir of water symbolising the immensity and the greatness of my 
gallantry, strength, valour and powers. Countless gods and humans, who were brave, 
powerful, valiant and gallant in their own right, had been drowned in this ocean’. 

[To wit, I have vanquished, subdued and crushed all the powerful forces of 
this creation by the might of my arms. No one worth his name, who would like to call 
himself a brave, courageous and valiant warrior, has escaped me and whom I have not 
conquered. | (3) 


I have twenty such arms, and you can imagine the combined strength and power that 
they together possess. Well, where in this world is that brave warrior, who may boast 
of his valour and gallantry, that he would be able to measure up to the combined 
strength and majesty of my all the twenty arms, who could stand his ground before me 
and my might? [Surely there is none.]* (4) 


I have got this ‘ocean’ (symbolized by my arms) filled with water by forcing the 
mighty Dikpals (the many gods who are the custodians of the world) into submission’. 

And here you are, a wretched fellow, making me listen to false glories of a 
human king (i.e. of Lord Ram)*! (5) 


[Note—'Here, Ravana compares his arms to the ocean, and their immense strength to 
the immeasurable volume of water that is present in the physical ocean. 


?The meaning of the analogy of the ‘ocean’ that Ravana uses is evident. He means 
that if Lord Ram could not overcome the obstacle created by an ordinary ocean, if he 
could not cross an ordinary reservoir of water known as the ocean that so many birds 
cross almost on a daily basis, how could the Lord imagine that he would be able to 
overcome (cross) another mighty ‘ocean’, symbolized by the combined might of 
Ravana’s powerful arms, that is twenty times more formidable and difficult to 
overcome (to get across) than the ordinary water-filled reservoir that the world prefers 
to call an ocean? To wit, it’s impossible; it’s nothing but wild imagination. 


*“T have continuously vanquished one god after another, adding one feather after 
another to my glory, adding up to my tally of victories and gallantry deeds. The more 
conquests I make, the more power I add to my arms, because more number of gods 
are under my orders, and they would be forced to fight with me as my allies in any 
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conflict. This means each victory over gods adds to my strength and power as a king 
and ruler of the world.” 


“Here I am who had forced the mighty gods into submission, and you are compelling 
me to listen to your vain lecture lauding the imaginary glories of an ordinary human 
king whom you believe to be the supreme Lord. Woe to you and to your intelligence. 
I indeed pity you and your sick wisdom.” 


wi à am que aa arent opr oft ete Sg AA TTT G N 
at adic asad chfe caret 1 fq a dita aed AS CST I 9 UI 


wrth tert Peg aa are Ut ao aft Prt wate STE e 


jaum pai samara subhata tava natha. puni puni kahasi jasu guna gatha. 6. 
tau basitha pathavata kēhi kājā. ripu sana priti karata nahim laja. 7. 

haragiri mathana nirakhu mama baht. puni satha kapi nija prabhuhi sarahu. 
8. 


If your Lord, whom you repeatedly praise so much in glowing terms, is really as 
brave, strong, powerful and courageous as you claim him to be (or make him out to 
be), why then, tell me, is he sending a messenger. Ain’t he ashamed of himself and his 
valour for trying to make peace with an arch enemy?! (6-7) 


Oh you stupid monkey (satha kapi)! First look here at my robust and powerful arms 
that had moved even the mighty heavenly abode of Lord Shiva, known as ‘Mt. 
Kailash’, and then praise your (weak and imbecile) Lord (Sri Ram)’. (8) 


[Note—'“Is your so-called brave, powerful and bold Lord not ashamed to send an 
emissary to try to make peace with someone who has abducted his wife, and who 
refuses to give her back? Is this not enough an evidence of his cowardice and false 
pretensions of valour? How great a fool you are not to understand this? 

Why is your Lord, of whom you say that he is very brave and powerful, 
sending a peace emissary to his arch enemy; isn’t he ashamed to strike a deal with 
someone who has stolen his wife? Why does he not straightforward come and fight 
with me and take away his wife by trouncing me in an honourable fight, instead of 
attempting a shameful truce? Surely it indicates he is afraid of facing me in the battle- 
field, and so is trying to find a face-saving formula.” 

Angad answers this sarcastic remark later on in Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that 
precede Doha no. 30 which we shall be reading soon. 


*“Indeed, if you look at my robust arms and understand how strong and powerful they 
are, had you known that I had easily lifted Mt. Kailash where Lord Shiva lives, which 
obviously is not a joke, surely you would not have boasted about the glory of your 
own Lord (Sri Ram). So, either you don’t know who I actually am or about my 
achievements, or you are a completely good-for-nothing blockhead.”’] 


qo. AU raa Tar Ute tant fE we te | 
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Ot Set Slat STI AY AN ATR TANTS Ul 22 N 
doha. 


sūra kavana ravana sarisa svakara kati jéhim sisa. 
huné anala ati harasa bahu bara sakhi gaurisa. 28. 


Where is another brave and courageous person in this world who can compare himself 
with Ravana because he had voluntarily, and cheerfully, offered his own heads as a 
sacrifice in the sacred fire'? Lord Shiva, the husband of Gauri (goddess Parvati; 
“gaurisa”’), is a witness of this remarkable heroic deed of his. (Doha no. 28) 


[Note—'This incident is narrated in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 
49-50.] 


lo. wed Aaa wale qaren | fate & fra sie Fra aren g N 
Wh Ht BG Gel a | was wa fates firs arate ni 2 11 
as ma Safest are ate At | ferent farther ste Aft aT 3 M 
a a act Ge Wa ait oft oP ete cst Ufa cart N ¥ UI 


caupa’. 


jarata biloké'um jabahirh kapala. bidhi kē likhé anka nija bhala. 1. 

nara kém kara apana badha banici. hasé'um jāni bidhi gira asāmcī. 2. 

so'u mana samujhi trasa nahim morem. likha biranci jaratha mati bhorem. 3. 
ana bira bala satha mama agém. puni puni kahasi laja pati tyagém. 4. 


[Ravana continued—] ‘At the time when my severed heads (that I had voluntarily 
offered to the fire sacrifice to please the creator Brahma) were being roasted in the 
sacrificial fire, I saw that Brahma (the creator of the world, and the god who 
determines the destiny of all living beings) had subtly written on my forehead! that I 
shall die at the hands of a human being. When I read it, I laughed to myself as it 
would make a liar of Brahma himself, because it would prove that Brahma’s words 
were false and inconsequential’. (1-2) 


Even though I had read it yet I wasn’t alarmed, for I was sure that Brahma had written 
this by mistake because he is old’, and one who is advanced in age usually commits 
errors’. (3) 


Oh you stupid and blockhead of a fellow (Satha)! How durst you repeatedly sing 
praises of another warrior before me by abandoning all traces of shame and remnants 
of self-respect that you might have? (4) 


[Note—'It is believed that the destiny of all creatures is written by the creator Brahma 
on an individual’s forehead at the time of birth. This ‘writing’ is like an edict etched 
or engraved on stone, and it cannot be either changed or erased. 
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*Here Ravana is twisting facts to suit him. Actually it was Ravana himself who had 
asked the creator Brahma to exempt the humans from the list of those from whom he 
wished to have protection—such as from the gods, spirits, other creatures in the 
world, including the demons etc. 

This episode is narrated in: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 177; (b) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse 
nos. 49-52; (c) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 10-15; 
and (d) Valmiki’s Ramayana, Lanka Kand, Canto 10, verse nos. 10-26 . 

The story in brief is this: When Brahma was pleased by Ravana’s sacrifice, in 
which he had offered his own heads as offerings to the sacred fire, and appeared 
before him to ask him to seek boons of his choice, he (Ravana) had demanded 
invincibility and immunity from death at the hands of almost all living beings of 
virtually all denominations who he thought could overcome and kill him. Brahma 
thought to himself that this is impossible, because everyone who has taken birth in 
this mortal world must die; even the gods of heaven, including Brahma himself, has a 
fixed time of lifespan. No one except the Supreme Being known as ‘Brahm’, who is a 
personified form of cosmic Consciousness, is eternal, imperishable and infinite. 

Brahma thought over the matter quickly, and he quietly summoned Saraswati, 
the goddess of wisdom and speech, and as quietly instructed her to exercise her 
mystical powers immediately for the sake of the good of this creation by casting her 
spell of delusions over Ravan’s mind and intellect. So, Ravana’s wisdom got warped, 
and he invited his own doom by thinking that if all the great powers in this world, 
such as the gods, both senior and junior, and the demi-gods such as Yakshas (spirits), 
Naagas (the lords of the subterranean world) etc, as well as the demons who had 
similar strength and powers as these entities, in short all the worthwhile powers-that- 
be in this creation could harm him any longer, how does the human race, whose 
members are by nature physically weak and scared of facing even ordinary wild 
animals in the forest, matter? 

So, in his overconfidence and arrogance, that after Brahma’s boons—and once 
he had conquered the gods after being protected by these boons—there would be no 
one left in this creation who would dare face him, he exempted the humans from the 
list of those from whom he wished to acquire immunity from death, or from whom he 
had any kind of fear. He regarded the humans as inconsequential and irrelevant like a 
small piece of twig or blade of grass that could be easily trampled upon, crushed and 
squashed under his mighty foot which would squeeze the valour and strength and 
power out of everyone of any worth in this creation, such as the gods and the demons. 

Put simply, Ravana thought that if he conquered the powerful gods of heaven, 
there would be no fear from the human race because these humans themselves seek 
the blessing and protection of gods in whatever they do. So if their benefactors and 
patrons and protectors are conquered, the naturally docile and inherently coward 
human race will feel helpless and unprotected, and would therefore its members, the 
humans, would durst never oppose Ravana or pose any kind of threat to him, nor 
create any problem for him. 

This exemption of the humans from the list of those from whom Ravana 
sought protection and immunity from any harm was like him putting the nail to his 
own coffin, for this little chink in his armour, which he himself made, laid the 
foundation of his ultimate death. Later on Lord Vishnu would assume the human form 
of Lord Ram and exploit this loophole in Ravana’s defences to get rid of him in the 
Epic War of Lanka. 
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This episode of Lord Vishnu assuring the gods and mother earth that he would 
come down to earth as a human being, in the form of Lord Ram, to eliminate the 
scourge of Ravana, is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 184—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precede Doha no. 188. 


Ravana acknowledges that alarm bells are ringing inside his heart; that he fears that 
the exemption to the human beings that he granted at the time when Brahma was 
giving him boons has now come to haunt him as a ghost, a spectre of the Death God. 

But he tries to hide his fear by deceiving himself, making himself believe that 
perhaps Brahma had made some errors in putting it in “writing’—that he will die at 
the hands of a human being—while fixing his fate and penning the document of his 
destiny. It was an error on the part of Brahma to do so, because Ravana had merely 
‘exempted’ the human being from the list of those from whom he demanded 
protection, but that does not mean he said ‘let me be killed by a man’. Of course not, 
for it was not, and would never be, his intention to die at the hands of a humble 
creature like a man when he wanted immunity from death from all the mighty powers- 
that-be in this world. It would be ridiculous to expect, and a height of nonsense to 
believe, that Ravana would invite his own death by asking Brahma in specific terms 
that ‘a man could kill me’ when he had sought a blanket immunity from death from 
all the mighty and powerful entities of creation, such as the gods, the demons, the 
spirits, and the rest of the creatures, small and big. 


“Brahma is depicted as an aged patriarch of creation, a great-grandfatherly figure. So 
Ravana says that probably Brahma had made a mistake in ‘writing’ something down 
as being asked by Ravana himself, when the fact was that he had merely said that he 
‘exempted’ the humans from the list of those from whom he seeks protection. That 
does not mean that he sought ‘death from humans’. 


Ravana tries to shame Angad and put him on the defensive by emphasising that the 
latter does not know the might of the former that he chooses to sing laurels of a 
human being, here meaning Lord Ram. 

As we have observed earlier in this discussion, Brahma had instructed goddess 
Saraswati to cast her magic spell that created delusions in Ravana’s mind and 
intellect. Hence, he continued to remain in a world of illusions, a world of his own 
imagination, thinking that Lord Ram is a human being inspite of being warned to the 
contrary on various occasions. | 


he Be Aes VAT Hel | Wat as GAM lS Area UG I 
mmda dt Gest Gas Pt eS Prt WA eta A Ts N & N 
fax ate Get Hat faa et Vata ae ata a Hatt ot 


A YMA WAY HT Melt 1 sig aeaarg ater ares tc N 


kaha angada salajja jaga mahim. ravana tohi samana ko'u nahim. 5. 
lajavanta tava sahaja subha'u. nija mukha nija guna kahasi na kā'ū. 6. 
sira aru saila katha cita rahi. tate bara bisa taim kahi. 7. 

so bhujabala rakhéhu ura ghali. jitehu sahasabahu bali ball. 8. 
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Quoth Angad (as a sharp rejoinder as a step to the final showdown, employing the 
same sarcastic and contemptuous tone as used by Ravana) to lambaste Ravana, ‘Oh 
Ravana; surely there is no one in this world who has more shame and greater self- 
respect than you have! (5) 


Indeed, to be modest and humble is your inherent nature, and truly you never boast of 
your achievements with your own mouth! (6) 

Surely then, it is perhaps for this reason (that you are modest and never boast 
of your achievements) that you have repeatedly spoken, twenty times', of the tale 
concerning your heads (that you had cut repeatedly) and the mountain (i.e. Mt. 
Kailash that you had lifted)” which you had remembered. 

[To wit, since these were the only two achievements you had, and none else 
whatever which you could cite or recall, you have repeatedly spoken about them 
umpteen number of times. Surely this is being modest; surely also you have a lot of 
self-respect that you wish to keep reminding yourself, and remind others as well, 
about these fantastic successes that no one else in this creation had achieved. | (7) 


And why have you concealed in your bosom about the failure of the same strength of 
your arms that had failed you when you had faced and were humiliated by 
Sahastrabaahu (the one with a thousand arms)’, Bali (the king of the subterranean 
world)‘ and Baali (Angad’s father)°? 

[To wit, why couldn’t you employ your mighty arms by which you had lifted 
Mt. Kailash, or the valour and the courage with which you had cut-off your heads, at 
the time when you were subjected to abject humiliation at the hands of the three great 
warriors mentioned here? You prefer to speak repeatedly about lifting Mt. Kailash 
and offering of heads to the fire sacrifice, then why not even once of how you fared in 
your face-off with these three great warriors I have named above?] (8) 


[Note—'“Speaking twenty times about anything” is a figure of speech to mean that a 
person repeatedly tells the same old thing over and over again, making a mockery of 
himself and giving the impression of a vain man who talks ridiculous things. It looks 
like a big joke upon himself. 

This is to answer Ravana’s taunt that Angad is repeatedly praising Lord Ram 
before him—apropos: verse no. 4 herein above. 


Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (a) Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede 
Doha no. 25; and (b) Doha no. 28 along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it. 


*Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 15-16 that precede 
Doha no. 24. 


“Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 13-14 that precede 
Doha no. 24. 


Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 24.] 


Gq alas es sta ur | are ata foe AZA AAT S N 
saunter He feet a ST | hres Frat HT AST AAT I go N 
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sunu matimanda dehi aba pura. katem sisa ki ho'i'a sūrā. 9. 
indrajali kahum kahi'a na bird. kata'i nija kara sakala sarira. 10. 


Listen oh you blockhead and one with an abysmally low intellect (matimanda)! 
Answer me: Does anyone become a great warrior, and acquire fame and honour, by 
getting his head cut off? 

[To wit, it is something to be highly ashamed of and extremely derogatory for 
a gallant and courageous warrior to speak of his own head being cut off. It is the most 
dishonourable and ignoble of things to ever happen to any man of dignity and respect. 
But the irony is that you, Ravana, boast of it; you speak as if it is something very great 
to have happened to you, instead of being ashamed of it.] (9) 


Look, a magician performing tricks too cuts off his head with his own hands as part of 
his act, but does anyone call him a great warrior’? (9) 


[Note—'Angad has used this logic of a magician cutting off the head of an actor, say 
his assistant, on stage while performing his usual tricks to entertain the audience, to 
prove that Ravana’s boast of cutting his heads is no great deal. Everyone knows that 
the head cutting by the magician is illusionary, but during the course of the act it 
appears to be real-life. 

Similarly, Ravana seems to living in a fool’s paradise if he feels that the world 
is very impressed by this act of cutting off his own head. Probably he had cut them in 
an act of illusion to cheat Brahma to grant him boons. Yes, it is possible that he may 
have done so because demons are known to have magical powers by which they could 
do things others couldn’t.] 


alo, Wife Ud Ale Ta At Tele GT Aa | 
a ale ot Helate Galt oe Aleta I 29 I 
doh. 


jarahim patanga moha basa bhara bahahim khara brnda. 
tē nahirmm sūra kahavahim samujhi dekhu matimanda. 29. 


Oh you coxcomb, blockheaded fellow (matimanda), think for yourself. So many 
moths get attracted towards a flame (of a candle or lamp), because of their love for its 
brilliant light, and get burnt as a consequence; and donkeys carry burden on their 
backs (thinking that their master loves them and has preferred them over others to 
serve him, and it’s a sort of tribute to their strength and stamina)'. 

Ponder over the matter and tell me: are they (the moths and the donkeys) 
doing some valiant deed, are they heroes to be acclaimed and sung for their 
marvellous achievement?! (Doha no. 29) 


[Note—'To wit, would anyone not like to call the moths fools to get themselves thus 
burnt, and the donkeys laughable for breaking their backs and wearing themselves out 
for nothing that would actually benefit them? Neither of them, the moth or the 
donkey, are doing something great that would invite honour and applause. Rather, 
both of them, the moth and the donkey, are making a fool out of themselves, the moth 
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by going to the flame and dancing around it to die by getting roasted alive, and the 
donkey by trudging along the path, tiring out its legs and breaking its back, bearing 
heavy load on its back. Say, if the moth chirps and the donkey brays proudly that they 
have been valiant, and had done a gallant and glorious deed, wouldn’t one laugh at 
their stupidity and call them utterly dumb? 

Similarly, no case is made out in Ravana’s favour, quoth Angad, to showcase 
his valour and glory that deserve any kind of applause and honour by the two proofs 
he has given, one of cutting his heads, and the second of lifting Mt. Kailash. It is just 
like moths voluntarily jumping in the fire to burn themselves because the creator had 
destined their death in this ignominious manner, and the donkeys lifting burdens 
because they are meant to do so by the creator who made them beasts of burden. 

Angad uses this analogy of the moth and the donkey to deflate Ravana’s 
inflated ego and ridicule him for his false self-praise.] 


dio, Ha WA aaga GT Het LAT AA TT AMT UTE I g N 
aera À a aS S | ate aranh tit TTTS U2 M 
at At 3a Hes HUET AÈ R VE AA YRT I 3 N 
TA A AHS THT WY AL 1 eS HSN TH Ao AT YI 
wife a ait he sist ANT I A Teas Safe AT UG 


caupa’. 


aba jani batabarhava khala karahi. sunu mama bacana mana pariharahi. 1. 
dasamukha mairh na basithim aya'um. asa bicari raghubira pathaya'um. 2. 
bara bara asa kaha'i krpala. nahim gajari jasu badhem srkala. 3. 

mana mahum samujhi bacana prabhu kéré. sahé'um kathora bacana satha 
tere. 4. 

nahirh ta kari mukha bharjana tora. lai jātē'unř sitahi barajora. 5. 


[After countering Ravana’s boastful assertions of his gallantry and glory, Angad told 
him bluntly why he had come to his court.] 


Angad said, ‘Oh you wicked fellow (khala)! Don’t prolong the vain arguments any 
further; stop futile wrangling, and listen to me. Abandon your haughtiness and 
arrogance. [Stop useless loud talking and wasting your time and energy; cool down 
and be practical.] (1) 


Oh ten-mouthed Ravana (dasamukha)'! Mind you, I have not come as a humble 
messenger to pitifully plead with you. [Don’t think that I have come to request you for 
some concession because we are scared of you, or we are in awe of your might, that 
we don’t want to fight with you. Perish the thought if, per chance, you have it. Don’t 
be deluded into thinking that we are cowards, and when we discovered how mighty 
and powerful you are after landing in Lanka, by the sight of your mighty army, we are 
trying to wriggle out of a sticky situation in which we have landed by putting up a 
brave face, but internally are sore afraid of you. So we are making feverish attempts 
to settle the dispute and avoid the war, and it is for this reason our Lord Ram has sent 
me’. No, no, not at all. The reason for my coming here is quite different. It is this—] 
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I have been sent by the brave Lord of Raghus (“raghubira”; i.e. Lord Ram) 
because he thought [2]; why yes indeed, the gracious and compassionate Lord 
(krpala) has repeatedly said that “A lion does not get any glory by killing a jackal”! 
[3]. (2-3) 


Keeping in mind the words of my Lord (Ram), I am constrained, you wicked fellow 
(satha), to tolerate your sharp, nasty and impertinent words (Sahé'um’ kathora 
bacana). (4) 


Had it not been for that reason‘, I would have smashed your face (and all your ten 
mouths with it), and then I would have forcibly taken Sita back with me (to restore 
her to Lord Ram). (5) 


[Note—'The use of the word “dasamukha”, meaning ten mouths, is significant. It 
means Ravana was speaking very loudly and rambling on in a confusing manner, 
speaking with all his ten mouths at the same time, making it difficult to comprehend 
as to what he was saying. Angad ridiculed him for speaking thus, for it made a joker 
out of him. 

Speaking with ten mouths simultaneously also means Ravana was ten times 
more boastful and haughty as compared to anyone else. 


? Angad refers to the earlier taunt of Ravana when the latter asked him: “Why is your 
Lord, of whom you say that he is very brave and powerful, sending a peace emissary 
to his arch enemy; isn’t he ashamed to strike a deal with someone who has stolen his 
wife? Why does he not straightforward come and fight with me and take away his 
wife by trouncing me in an honourable fight, instead of attempting a shameful truce? 
Surely it indicates he is afraid of facing me in the battle-field, and so is trying to find a 
face-saving formula.” {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
6-7 that precede Doha no. 28.} 


*Here, Ravana is likened to a ‘jackal’, and Lord Ram to the ‘lion’. Angad means that 
Lord Ram wishes to avoid slaying Ravana because it would be a shameful thing for 
him to do so. So Angad was sent to find out a way if this killing of Ravana could be 
avoided in an honourable way, because the Lord thought that Ravana’s killing would 
be too mean a deed for him to do, for Ravana had no stature and standing, by any 
measure, when compared to Lord Ram. It is an established principle that one gets 
glory and acclaim only when one defeats his enemy who is of the same strength, has 
the same stature as a nobleman and warrior, and occupies the same social status and 
moral standing as himself. To fight and defeat someone lowly in any measure of way 
will bring nothing except infamy and ridicule upon the conqueror or the victor; his 
victory would be worse then his defeat at the hands of a contender of equal stature. 


“Angad poured boiling oil on injured Ravana’s self-respect when he mocked at him, 
saying sarcastically: “Oh you haughty rascal! Had it not been improper for a great 
warrior to kill a lowly fellow as you are, just like it is improper for a lion to kill a 
jackal as my Lord Ram had said, or if it would not have violated my dear Lord Ram’s 
injunction against doing it, I would have crushed you and viciously smacked your 
faces, and then I would have taken Sita back to Lord Ram even while you would have 
been wiggling in pain and making feeble sounds of agony while licking your wounds 
like a wounded jackal.” ] 
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WAS da Tet IT NT at aft safe UAT tg N 
a fatter ufa tet agat | À qai Aah HT FAT Ut 9 
wit awe sammie sts i cife aa ste lee HTH lc Il 


jané'um tava bala adhama surari. siném hari anihi paranari. 6. 
taim nisicara pati garba bahūtā. maim raghupati sevaka kara dita. 7. 
jaum na rama apamanahi dara'Um. tohi dékhata asa kautuka kara'um. 8. 


[Berating Ravana and ridiculing him further, Angad continued—] 


Oh you sinful and fallen enemy of the gods (adhama surārī)! Verily, I have come to 
realise how strong, courageous, powerful and valiant you are indeed: for you had 
stolen another person’s wife when you found her alone’! (6) 


[There is no comparison between you and me. Do you know why? Well, I shall tell 
you—] Oh the king of demons (nisicara)! You are very haughty, egoist and arrogant. 
I, on the other hand, am a (humble) messenger of him (Sugriv) who himself is a 
humble servant of Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram’). (7) 


If I had not been afraid of doing anything that would amount to causing an insult to 
Lord Ram for violating his injunctions, for it is outrageous for me to even think of 
anything of the sort, then mind you, I would have done something so exceptional and 
fantastic that it would have amazed you a lot. (8) 


[Note—'Angad’s observation is obviously laced with heavy sarcasm. Only a jackal 
would steal meat from a lion’s prey when the lord of the jungle is not paying 
attention. If Ravana was as brave and powerful as he claims himself to be, why didn’t 
he fight with Lord Ram face-to-face and defeat him to claim the Lord’s wife as a 
trophy if he was indeed bent in bringing her to Lanka, instead of hiding and stealthily 
abducting her while her husband was away hunting. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Doha no. 28 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-16 that precede it. } 


To wit, all of us who serve Lord Ram are modest, humble, unpretentious and 
gracious. My lord is Sugriv, and he is the king of the monkey race like you are the 
king of the demon race. But unlike you, fortunately Sugriv is not haughty and 
arrogant, nor is he a pretentious and boastful person who speaks in vain. We are all 
humble servants of our supreme Lord, Sri Ram. We have learnt to practice the virtues 
of modesty and humility by being with Lord Ram and serving him, for the Lord does 
not like these negative traits in his followers and companions. ] 


ao. Afè uefee ule aa efe clue aR aa Ts | 
qa Waters Gad Hes WHA alE A ATS Il Bo N 


doha. 
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tohi pataki mahi séna hati caupata kari tava ga'um. 
tava jubatinha saméta satha janakasutahi lai ja'um. 30. 


[Do you wish to know what I would have done? Listen then—] 


I would have, oh you wicked rascal (Satha), dashed you to the ground (tohi pataki 
mahi), killed your entire army (Séna hati), and after destroying your village (place; 
Lanka; “caupata kari tava ga'um”), I would have taken all your women (in a 
procession) to Lord Ram, with the daughter of Janak (i.e. Sita) leading them from the 
front (tava jubatinha saméta satha janakasutahi lai ja'um). (Doha no. 30) 


dio, Wi sta atl dala a ag | que ae ae HS TETE N UI 
cle aE prot agr | sitet SE aei Stet GST Ul R M 
War Was Aaa sete | Raa Aaga gR da aek 31 
wy Ween Fan ste Mt i sitad aa aA alee WT Ut ¥ N 
ate fant aa a 4 AR 1 ate a Ra Sosa Bret y UI 


caupa’. 


jaum asa karaum tadapi na bara’. mu'ehi badhēm nahim kachu manusa’. 1. 
kaula kamabasa krpina bimurha. ati daridra ajasi ati burha. 2. 

sada rōgabasa santata krodhi. bisnu bimukha śruti santa birddhi. 3. 

tanu posaka nindaka agha khani. jivata sava sama caudaha prani. 4. 

asa bicari khala badha'um na tohi. aba jani risa upajavasi mohi. 5. 


In all sooth, I desist from doing all this (as I said I would have done in Doha no. 30 
herein above) because I shall gain no fame by doing it; I am reluctant to do what I 
would have liked to do for it is no great deal to do things that aren’t up to the 
standard. Say, what gallantry is there, what glory is to be gained by killing someone 
who is already on the verge of death; what bravery is shown by slaying a dying 
person, for he will die nevertheless? (1) 


[I shall now list certain categories of persons killing whom is a highly shameful act. ] 
Those who follow decadent forms of worship (Kaula)', those who are pervert and 
lustful (kamabasa), those who are great misers and greedy (krpina), those who are 
extremely foolish and ignorant (bimurha), those who are excessively poor and 
poverty-stricken (ati daridra), those who are tainted with ill-fame and scarred by 
ignominy because of some infamous misdeed (ajas), those who are very old (ati 


burha) [2], --- 


--- Those who are always sick (Sada rOgabasa), those who remain always angry 
(santata krōdhī), those who are opposed to Lord Vishnu (“bisnu bimukha”; i.e. 
those who don’t believe in Lord God; atheists), those who defy and are hostile to the 
Vedas (scriptures) as well as saintly persons (Sruti santa birddhi) [3], --- 


--- Those who are so selfish, foolish or ignorant that they are only interested in taking 
care of their own gross mortal body (i.e. who are so stupid that they are not bothered 
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about the welfare of their soul, which is their ‘true self’ instead of the body; and are so 
selfish that they do they think about the welfare of others in the society) (tanu 
posaka), those who habituated to find faults with others (and never see anything good 
in them) (nindaka), and those who a veritable mine of sins and evilness (agha 
khan). 

These above fourteen categories of people are as good as dead bodies even 
though they are still alive, and therefore it is not worth the while to kill any of them’. 
[Angad likens Ravana with these fallen people, and says he is reluctant to kill him for 
this reason. ] [4] (2-4) 


Oh you wicked fellow (khala)! That is why I am not killing you. Don’t provoke me 
any further and don’t stoke my anger any longer (because I may lose my patience).’ 


(5) 


[Note—'The word “kaula” refers to those who indulge in morally bad practices in the 
name of worshipping their deity, such as drinking liquor, killing other creatures on the 
excuse of making animal sacrifice, eating meat of the sacrificed poor animal 
pretending that it is sanctified food, and indulging in sexual orgies in the guise of 
saying they are on a high because they are possessed by some spirit. Killing such 
people is in itself a sinful deed, for they are so full of evil that spilling their blood 
would spoil one’s own hands. 


“It is because such people are so deep a mine of evil and sinfulness, or a fountainhead 
from where negativity emanates and spreads forth in the surrounding world, that they 
are like stinking dead bodies. A dead body starts decaying soon and becomes so 
harmful that if one remains for a long time near it, one would show signs of some 
serious illness, such as nausea and vomiting, because of the foul stink emanating from 
the decaying body, and the whole atmosphere gets so polluted that infectious diseases 
are caused if the corpse is not disposed off soon. 

The idea is that the people belonging to the categories listed here are no better 
than maggots in the society; they are like a corpse which only creates problems 
instead of being of any good to others. How mad and ugly would it look for a man if 
goes to dismember a dead body, to kill his enemy who has already turned into a 
corpse! 

Angad says that even if he thought of finding some way of killing Ravana— 
and later on explaining his deed by finding some excuse to convince his Lord Ram 
that the killing of Ravana had become imperative in a particular situation—still he 
would not commit this evil deed as it would be a very lowly thing for him to do. He 
likens Ravana with all the fallen creatures listed here. ] 


OP Gata He Rae ATA | Stee TET APS Asta STAT I & N 
Yaf ster a ata Seat | ele aed ald ats Heat 9 N 
me Seas SS ale ae eh 1 ToT Wa PT AST A AT Ne N 


suni sakopa kaha nisicara natha. adhara dasana dasi mijata hatha. 6. 
rē kapi adhama marana aba cahasi. choté badana bata badi kahasi. 7. 
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katu jalpasi jara kapi bala jakem. bala pratapa budhi tēja na takem. 8. 


|Hearing the contemptuous and scornful way Angad rebuked Ravana (in full demon 
court), the latter became furious (for Angad’s words seemed like molten lead being 
poured into the ears of Ravana). ] 

Ravana, the lord of the demons (nisicara natha), was filled with excessive 
wrath and bitterness, bit his lips with his teeth and wringed his hands in utter 
indignation, and thundered with a fiery tone, --- (6) 


‘Oh you lowly and vile monkey (ré kapi adhama), woe betide you, for it seems 
certain that you wish to die (marana aba cahasi). You are small and 
inconsequential, but you have crossed all limits of decency and decorum by speaking 
with a big mouth. (7) 


Oh you dumb-witted and vulgar monkey (jara kapi)! He (Lord Ram), on whose 
strength you have so boastfully uttered such sharp and nasty words (katu), has no real 
strength, glory, intelligence and majesty at all.’ (8) 


Go, St Star wiht ate che fae Aare | 
at ga ae Wad fare uf fate fer Aa aTe 8k (H ) I 
Pars h Tet HT Tal AS SISA ATH BH | 
wate Fran fears fafa We agg ahs aH 32 (E)N 
doha. 


aguna amana jani tehi dinha pita banabasa. 

so dukha aru jubati biraha puni nisi dina mama trasa. 31 (a). 
jinha kē bala kara garba tohi a'isē manuja aneka. 

khahim nisacara divasa nisi murha samujhu taji teka. 31 (b). 


[Now, Ravana justifies his assertion made in the last verse herein above, implying that 
Lord Ram is of no consequence for him. ] 


[Ravana continued—] ‘His (Lord Ram’s) father (king Dasrath of Ayodhya) had sent 
him to forest exile because he felt that his son was worthless and had no good 
qualities in him, that he was unfit to ascend the throne and rule the kingdom, and that 
he would bring only infamy to the family (if he is anointed as a king). 

On the one hand he (Lord Ram) is smarting from the grave insult and 
disrepute that this disinheritance by his own father as brought to him, added to it is the 
misery from intense grief caused by losing his wife, and his misfortunes are further 
compounded by the knowledge of the immensity of my valour, majesty, strength and 
powers which have instilled a mortal fear of me in his bosom. (Doha no. 31-a) 


The demons are accustomed to devouring, on a routine basis, every day and night, so 
many human beings like the one whom you praise so much. [This is a reference to 
Lord Ram. | 
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Oh you complete fool (mirha)! Understand it, and leave aside your 
stubbornness (which is misleading you by clouding your reasoning and intellect).’ 
(Doha no. 31-b) 


[Note—'Ravana told Angad: “Listen you fool. All the misfortunes that have befallen 
your Lord must have sapped his energy and killed his desire to live an honourable life. 
Is it not a matter of shame that one’s father throws him out of the house; is it not a 
further matter of shame that his wife is stolen by someone and he is unable to protect 
her? This most unfortunate person, who is already suffering from excessive grief and 
pain caused by an injury to his self-respect, would first try his best to recover his wife, 
so he makes desperate attempts to trace her. He goes here and there frantically, and 
even gets a lead about her whereabouts. Then he reaches the place where he is 
informed his beloved wife is kept. But then he faces an insurmountable obstacle, for 
to get her back he has to overcome her captive who is so powerful and strong that the 
poor fellow dares not confront him out of fear of his own life. 

This in a nut-shell is the story of your famed Lord! All the misfortunes and 
miseries and grief that has overwhelmed him must have by now sapped all his energy 
and weakened his resolve; he must have lost all courage and strength to bear any more 
of it. Surely and certainly, he must have lost his will to fight me to reclaim his wife. 

Initially he may have gathered courage to wander in the forest to search for her 
in the hope of finding her somewhere, and I acknowledge that he persevered enough 
to collect a ramshackle army of untrained monkeys and bears to build a bridge across 
the ocean and land in Lanka. But though he had managed to keep a brave face 
externally, internally he is full of doubt and uncertain of himself when he came to 
know of me and my reputation, that it was I who had taken away his wife, and that he 
has to fight with me to get her back. At this very thought he must have balked; the 
idea must have seemed an impossible objective for him to achieve. 

Thus, having so lost his courage and confidence internally, he wishes now to 
find a face-saving formula, and that is why he sends a messenger to explore the 
possibility of getting his wife back without having to face me in the battle-field. He is 
so obsessed with the fear of me that he won’t have the courage to stand his ground in 
the battle-field. 

And you (Angad) are so big a blockhead that you can’t piece two and two 
together to make four. Oh you fool; why don’t you see through the things, and why 
are wasting your energy trying to advocate for a lost cause.” 


*“Don’t you know anything about the demon race? Humans are our staple food, and 
tell me yourself is anyone afraid of what he eats? But still you go on and on in a 
rambling manner heaping praises on a human being, without realizing that the human 
race is a staple food for the demons. We chomp them like carrots and radish; we 
munch at them for snacks and meals. Are you so great a fool not to understand that 
the demon army, which is ferocious by its nature, would become fiercer when it is 
hungry, and when I unleash my starved demon warriors on you fellows, what will 
happen then? If we, the demons, don’t give two hoots for the human race, which is the 
most advanced and powerful in the hierarchy of all living beings, what would we care 
for monkeys and bears? Why don’t you consider these things? 

Listen; your father Baali and I were friends, and that is why I don’t wish to 
push you into the jaws of death. But it looks to me that you are being drawn to it by 
your own reckoning, by being unreasonable and obstinate, and unwilling to 
understand anything. Wake up to the reality and stop espousing a lost cause.”’] 
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do, wade alte wa c& Fret i mierda sifa was RÄTT 2 
Olt at Fiat GAs ST AMT StS UT WT AAT N R M 


caupal. 


jaba téhirm kinhi rama kai ninda. krodhavanta ati bhaya'u kapinda. 1. 
hari hara ninda suna'i jo kana. ho'i papa goghata samana. 2. 


When he (Ravana) used disparaging word critical of Lord Ram and his glory, when he 
used crass language for Lord Ram, when he showed his grossness, the monkey chief 
(“kapinda”; Angad) lost his patience; he became furious and shook with anger. (1) 


This is because to listen criticism of, and hear derogatory words used for Lord Hari 
and Lord Har (Vishnu and Shiva respectively; the two Gods of the Trinity) invites the 
blot of committing a grave sin that is equivalent to killing of a cow’. (2) 


[Note—'Lord Vishnu is the second God of the Trinity and is the protector and care- 
taker of this creation, while Lord Shiva is the third God who is responsible for the 
conclusion of this creation. Lord Ram is believed to be an incarnation of Lord Vishnu. 
So when Ravana used insulting words for the Lord, compelling Angad to hear them, 
the latter felt he was forced to commit a grave sin against his wish, and he had never 
ever imagined in his life that one day he would be forced by circumstances to be made 
a party to such a sacrilegious deed. This infuriated him immeasurably. | 


hehe hah Ut i gE ysids anton ale ANT 3 M 
Sled ent auras Ga Vat UT Wa Area TSU X N 


katakatana kapikunjara bhārī. duhu bhujadanda tamaki mahi mari. 3. 
dolata dharani sabhasada khase. calé bhaji bhaya maruta grasé. 4. 


The great monkey chief ground his teeth so viciously that a sound of crushing stones 
was heard (katakatana) even as he waved his arms angrily in the air, and clinching 
his fists he struck the ground violently with them. (3) 


This caused a tremor that shook the earth, and as a result of this sudden jolt the 
courtiers present there fell to the ground. They were so overcome with great terror 
that they ran away madly from the court as if driven by a strong gust of wind 
symbolising fear’. (4) 


[Note—'The scene is reminiscent of a sudden storm with high wind speed that fells 
things and sweeps them away along its path. As soon as Angad hit the ground angrily 
with his clenched fists, there was a tremor, and the demon courtiers were caught off 
guard. They slipped from their seats if they were sitting, and lost foothold on the 
ground if they were standing. They lost balance and fell down; then fearing an 
earthquake that would crush them under the debris of the demolished court building, 
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they shrieked in fear and ran helter-skelter. The air in Ravana’s court was already 
grave and heavy, but this sudden development led to total chaos. ] 


fra Bonk Sat gahn | eT UY AH! sift War & i 
we ae a fra infa Gant lee site Wy Ue Tae G UI 


girata sambhari utha dasakandhara. bhutala paré mukuta ati sundara. 5. 
kachu téhim lai nija siranhi samvaré. kachu angada prabhu pasa pabaré. 6. 


The ten-shouldered Ravana (dasakandhara) almost fell down to the ground, but he 
managed to quickly recover himself just in time. Nonetheless, his crowns tumbled 
over from his head and fell to the ground’. 

[To wit, though Ravana managed to get up himself, yet his crowns slipped 
from his heads and fell to the ground.] (5) 


Ravana could pick up some of these crowns, while the rest were kicked by Angad like 
balls in the direction of where Lord Ram was. 

[To wit, Ravana failed to replace all his ten crowns on his head, so Angad got 
an opportunity and kicked the remaining crowns” like one kicks at a ball. He kicked 
these crowns so violently that they flew in the air like balls flying in the direction of 
Lord Ram’s camp.] (6) 


[Note—'This was the second instance of Ravana’s crowns falling to the ground. The 
first was when Lord Ram had shot an arrow in the direction of the citadel of Lanka 
where Ravana and his entourage were watching some musical performance; at that 
time too all his crowns had tumbled to the ground. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Doha no. 13 along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it. } 

Angad got a cue from this incidence, and he decided to serve his dear Lord 
Ram by doing something better, which was to place Ravana’s crowns directly at the 
Lord’s feet as a token of the demon’s king abject surrender. And Angad thought his 
action would be alright also, and the Lord would not mind it because he himself had 
fell Ravana’s crowns earlier. This will bring Angad closer to Lord Ram and become 
his favourite just as Hanuman’s gallant deeds had done for him. 

There was another strategic military reason for Angad’s actions. He wished to 
break whatever confidence and remnants of morale the demon army still possessed 
after the events when Lanka was burnt by Hanuman, by making their seemingly 
invincible and powerful king Ravana swoon and lose his balance and fall down in 
front of their very eyes. When an army’s confidence and morale is low, the battle is 
three-fourths won by the enemy; if the demon army led by Ravana loses its courage 
and will to fight with vigour and confidence of attaining victory, then the fate of the 
war was deemed to be decided in favour of the monkey army led by Lord Ram. ] 


“And how many crowns did Angad kick? The answer is ‘four’. See verse no. 8 herein 
below. | 


araa ype oka cafe art feet oem Oe fate ST Ut 9 Ut 
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cal Tat at HIT ene | Blots UT stata AA ATT 2 N 


avata mukuta dēkhi kapi bhagé. dinahim lūka parana bidhi lagé. 7. 
ki ravana kari kopa calā'ē. kulisa cari avata ati dha’e. 8. 


When the monkeys and bears in the camp of Lord Ram saw these crowns flying 
towards their camp and landing on the ground with a loud thud, they were all alarmed 
and ran here and there to escape being hit by these missiles. They wondered, “Oh 
God, is this a shower of comets or meteors or asteroids raining down from the sky in 
the middle of the day! (7) 


Or, are these four shining missiles' shot by Ravana at us, for they seem to come with 
great speed from the direction of his court.’ (8) 


[Note—'The crowns were shining as they were made of polished gold and studded 
with gems. 

That they were four in number shows that Ravana had managed to pick up and 
replace only six of his fallen crowns back on his head, and the remaining four out of 
the total ten were kicked by Angad. ] 


whe WY ela WT ee STE | eH a Start che ATS TENS N 
U fete TAHA HL | araa araa H UT Yo N 


kaha prabhu hamsi jani hrdayam dērāhū. lūka na asani kétu nahirh rahi. 9. 
ē kirita dasakandhara kéré. avata balitanaya kē préré. 10. 


The Lord (Sri Ram) smiled in amusement, and reassured his troops, ‘Don’t be at all 
afraid of these things. They are neither a comet nor a meteor, nor a asteroid or a 
missile; they aren’t either Rahu or Ketu. [There is nothing to be afraid of; so don’t 
panic. They are not some bad omen symbolized by comets or falling stars, and they 
are neither some kind of weapon shot by Ravana to harm us.] (9) 


These are Ravana’s crowns, and they have come here because Angad has kicked them 
in our direction.’ (10) 


Glo, atten Vata cht Te SPT at Wy UTA | 
aah cate Met che Raat GRE URTA 32 (F) 
doha. 
taraki pavanasuta kara gahé ani dharé prabhu pasa. 
kautuka dékhahim bhalu kapi dinakara sarisa prakasa.32 (a). 


The son of the wind god (i.e. Hanuman) immediately jumped up and grabbed these 
crowns; then he brought them and kept them near Lord Ram (i.e. at his feet). 
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The crowns were shining with a brilliance that was reminiscent of the 
splendour of the sun. All the monkeys and bears gathered around and watched them 
with amazement’. (Doha no. 32-a) 


[Note—'It was a rare spectacle for them to behold. All the warriors of the Lord’s 
army had one objective, which was to defeat the Lord’s enemy Ravana, and when 
they saw their enemy’s crowns come rolling all by themselves and placed at the feet 
of their own Lord Ram, it was surely a very astonishing and welcome sign—for it 
marked the defeat and surrender of their enemy, because when a king is defeated in 
battle, and the victor wishes not to slay him, then the crown of the vanquished is 
placed at the feet of the vanquisher as a token of surrender and acceptance of defeat 
by the former. 

So, the monkeys and bears rejoiced that their enemy has already surrendered 
in a symbolic way. This was very a very encouraging sign and a definite morale- 
booster for the Lord’s army prior to the actual action in the battle-field, as much as it 
was discouraging, a crusher of morale and the breaker of the spirit of the demon army. 

The monkeys and bears were fascinated at the sight of not one, not two, not 
three—but ‘four shining crowns’ lying at the feet of their revered Lord Ram. It was a 
way of prophesising to them that their victory in the forthcoming war is four times as 
assured and certain as any other circumstances under which they may have fought and 
won any other war earlier on in their lives. The omens were in their favour; the gods 
were in their favour. | 


Sel Geanlfa Car Ga TA hed fas | 
eng calufe aft ang YA site Waris 11 82 (a) I 


uham sakopi dasdnana saba sana kahata risa’i. 
dharahu kapihi dhari marahu suni angada musukā'i. 32 (b). 


Meanwhile, back in the court of the demons, Ravana became exasperated and yelled 
angrily at everybody present, ‘Catch hold of this monkey and kill him.’ 

Angad smiled wryly and sneered when he heard this frustrated outburst of 
Ravana (because he realised that the endgame was very near). (Doha no. 32-b) 


ato. Ue aft aft que Wa Mag UE Wel Hl Se Ve UAT g N 
Hees Hee Ale wie | fiara eng aga St TS N R UI 


caupa’. 


ēhi badhi bégi subhata saba dhavahu. khahu bhalu kapi jahanř jahanř pavahu. 
T: 
markatahina karahu mahi ja’l. ji'ata dharahu tāpasa dvau bhā'. 2. 


[Besides ordering his demon warriors to immediately slay Angad, he also instructed 
them to rush forward aggressively and devour all the rest of the monkeys and bears 
wherever they found them, to vent their anger at the invaders and start decimating 
them that very instant. ] 
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Ravana ordered his demon warriors, ‘Oh my brave and competent warriors 
(subhata)! Rush forth immediately in all the directions, and grab and devour any and 
all monkeys and bears that you may find anywhere. (1) 


Go forthwith and proceed to make the earth free of the monkey race (by killing one 
and all of them; don’t spare any single fellow)! Go and catch hold of the two hermit 
brothers (Lord Ram and his brother Laxman) (as soon as you can, and bring them all 
tied up in shackles)". (2) 


[Note—'Ravana let loose his ferocious demons like a pack of wild wolves let loose 
among pigeons, or at least he thought so, for he wanted them to go berserk and 
ferociously tear apart the enemy without mercy, sparing none. Yes indeed, he thought 
that his demon warriors would go amok and smash the monkey army as they had been 
doing during his many campaigns around the world, especially when he had 
conquered the gods in heaven and chased away their mighty army. 

But he had misjudged the might and strength of his enemy this last time. He 
had thought that they would be like easy fodder before the ferocious demons lunging 
at them with their drawn mouths from which sharp teeth protruded like those of a 
hungry lion ready to pounce upon its prey. The demons were accustomed to this sort 
of hunting their prey, but till now they had faced only those creatures who were 
humble and docile, who became terrified at the very sight of demons approaching 
them, creatures whose blood chilled at the very thought of a demon, who trembled 
when they heard the name of a demon, so there was no question of them mustering 
courage to fight back: such was the great and enviable fame of the demons, that they 
found no opposition whatsoever and no challenge worth the name to their authority 
and sway anywhere in the world, for no living being dared to do it. 

This had made Ravana mad with an extreme sense of false pride that had filled 
him with extravagant haughtiness, excessive arrogance and unwarranted over- 
confidence in his abilities, thinking that there was no one to challenge him in this 
world. This had also made his demons think that they can have their way till the end 
of creation. And this false sense of security and majesty paved the way for their 
downfall. | 


UT aa ATS FATS eT ASA AS A CAST Ut 3 N 
Te m ale Hom Eee | aet facie foracta a Breit ut N 


puni sakopa bole'u jubaraja. gala bajavata tohi na laja. 3. 
maru gara kati nilaja kulaghati. bala biloki biharati nahim chati. 4. 


The prince (“jubaraja”; i.e. Angad) retorted sharply, ‘Aren’t you ashamed to speak 
vainly with a big mouth (that has large jaws). (3) 


Oh you vile and shameless fellow who does not have even rudimentary modesty in 
him, and who will go down in history as the destroyer of his own race and family 
(nilaja, kulaghatt)! Cut your own neck and die. [Well, you have been boasting that 
you had severed your head ten times to offer them to the fire sacrifice. Why don’t you 
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repeat your fantastic deed once again? Let me see it and be convinced of its veracity. 
Go ahead and cut off your ugly heads here and now! ] 

Even after witnessing my strength and courage, why has your bosom not 
cracked (i.e. why hadn’t you had a heart attack out of awe and fear of me)'? (4) 


[Note—'Angad lashed out vehemently at Ravana, severely chiding and ridiculing him 
scornfully: “Why, you are a totally dumb fellow; it’s certain you have no trace of 
dignity and honour worth the name in you. Can’t you see that I don’t have any fear of 
you inspite of being alone in your assembly, and why don’t you realise that surely 
there must be some cause for my bravery. And haven’t you just a while ago witnessed 
how your crowns were kicked by me and sent flying into the sky. Can’t you 
understand the sort of courage I have when I have so bluntly and boldly answered you 
on your face, back and forth, even while your so-called brave demons, renowned for 
their fierceness, watched helplessly. And despite of all this, you continue howling, 
madly and vainfully.” 


ta ae ae Tat | aor Bet as Heat TAT N 4 N 
waar eas gaar | AA aAA Tet ATS I & Ul 


rē triya cōra kumaraga gam. khala mala rasi mandamati kami. 5. 
san'yapata jalpasi durbada. bha'ēsi kalabasa khala manujada. 6. 


Oh you stealer of women (triya cOra)! Oh you fallen one treading on a sinful path 
(kumaraga gami)! You are indeed a blockhead to the hilt (mandamati). You are 
verily an embodiment and a treasury (rasi) of vices such as wickedness, perversion, 
lust, lasciviousness, and other moral depravities (khala mala --- kami). (5) 


You are under the influence of a severe fever that causes delirium (san'yapata) 
because it makes you talk incoherently and babble senselessly (jalpasi durbada). 

Oh you rascal demon (Khala manujada)! It is very clear that you are under 
the spell of the god of death (bha'ési kalabasa) by the way you speak. 

[To wit, it seems your death is near because your delirious talk clearly 
indicates it. When a person is suffering from high fever and is about to die, he starts 
talking nonsense as you are doing now. | (6) 


Great Veet Water Sart ATA Mey MSs CTT tt 9 UI 
Ty Tas ater Sif art | fires A aa Te Star i 2 N 
Rei tet Haa Atel | fare ea AAT Ae ATT M g M 


yako phalu pavahigo agém. banara bhalu capétanhi lagém. 7. 
ramu manuja bolata asi bani. girahim na tava rasana abhimani. 8. 
girihahim rasana sansaya nahim. siranhi saméta samara mahi mahim. 9. 
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Nevertheless, it doesn’t matter for the time being, for you will get the punishment you 
deserve a little later on when you will be bashed and pilloried by hordes of monkeys 
and bears (who would take turns in kicking and slapping you). (7) 


Oh you haughty and arrogant fellow (abhimani)! “Lord Ram is a human being!” — 
why does your tongue not fall down from your mouth when you pronounce such 
insinuating words, I wonder? (8) 


But oh yes, there is no doubt that your tongues will fall down together with your 
heads (at the appropriate time) when they are chopped off in the battle-field (by Lord 
Ram’s arrows). (9) 


[Note—' Angad refers to what Ravana had said in Doha no. 31 herein above. ] 


Gio. GAT tal caches aller seat VS Uh AT 
alae cre sitet fart aa SA Haft BS BB CH) Ul 


soratha. 


SO nara kyom dasakandha bali badhyo jehim ēka sara. 
bisahum ldcana andha dhiga tava janma kujati jara. 33 (a). 


Tell me, oh you one with ten shoulders (bearing ten necks and ten heads; 
dasakandha), why, and how come, he (Lord Ram), who has slayed Baali with a 
single arrow, a human being'? 

Oh you stupid blockhead who is born in a vile race (tava janma kujati jara)! 
Fie to you and your evil birth (dhiga tava janma)! Can’t you see this obvious thing 
with your twenty eyes”? (Sortha no. 33-a) 


[Note—'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 8 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 2-8 that precede it. 

Why is this thing, killing of Baali with a single arrow, so significant that 
Angad cites it to justify his assertion that someone, a reference to Lord Ram, who 
could kill Baali with a single shot is surely not an ordinary human being list the rest? 
The answer is this: Baali had a boon that when he is attacked by anyone, half of his 
opponent’s strength would come to him, leaving his adversary weakened by half. That 
is why his brother Sugriv failed to subdue him in the duel they fought. 

Lord Ram watched the proceedings quietly from behind a tree and observed 
that Sugriv was being beaten mercilessly by Baali, and the latter lost half of his 
strength to Baali due the boon, leaving him severely wounded and on the verge of 
collapse. Earlier, the Lord had promised Sugriv that he would extend his support to 
him if he decides to reclaim his lost rights, rights that were snatched by his elder 
brother Baali from him. When the Lord realised his friend Sugriv was losing, he was 
compelled to intervene to keep his promise. But the problem was Baali’s boon; if the 
Lord faced him directly then half of the Lord’s strength would have gone 
automatically to Baali. So therefore he had to shoot the arrow incognito from behind 
the tree. 

That was not all. Since Baali was protected from being killed by any human 
being who attacked him directly, and humans usually attacked with a weapon that 
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could be shot from the front, e.g. an arrow, so it also meant that a man’s arrow would 
not kill him if he was shot by any weapon used by his attacker from a distance. 

Angad uses this rationale to assert that Baali’s death with one arrow shows 
that the shooter of that arrow was not an ordinary human warrior, for under ordinary 
circumstances Baali would have automatically attracted half of his attacker’s strength 
by the virtue of the boon he had. 

But why did Baali fail to attract Lord Ram’s half strength into himself whereas 
he could do it with all other opponents? It’s probably based on the principle of a 
stronger energy field attracting a weaker one towards its self, or being neutralised 
when faced with a field stronger energy than its own. It could be like magnetic field, 
or electric field or any other kind of field of energy. Baali possessed an exceptionally 
strong and powerful field of spiritual energy and dynamism that attracted and pulled 
towards itself the field of his opponent which was weaker than his. 

To wit, Baali’s strong spiritual field and the dynamic waves of energy 
generated by his ‘consciousness’, known as the Atma, were vibrant and powerful 
enough to neutralise those of his adversary. In the case of Lord Ram, however, the 
reverse was true, because the Lord was a personified form of the cosmic energy that is 
inherent in super Consciousness that Lord Ram embodied. Hence, instead of Angad 
attracting Lord Ram’s strength, it happened the other way round. 

Baali had himself acknowledged the divinity of Lord Ram, first to his wife 
Tara when she tried to dissuade him to fight with Sugriv as he had the Lord’s 
protection, and later on during the last moments of his life when he surrendered his 
soul to the Lord and sought his refuge and blessings so that he can attain deliverance 
and beatitude. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, (a) Doha no. 7; (b) 
Doha no. 9—to Doha no. 10.} 


"Ravana had ‘ten heads’, and therefore obviously he had ‘twenty eyes’, for each head 
had two eyes. 

Angad meant that even a person with two eyes would be able to see what is 
obvious, but Ravana was so extremely stupid and dumb-witted that he could not see it 
with ‘twenty eyes’, which means using ten heads, which carried these twenty eyes, 
applying their wisdom and intelligence simultaneously. To wit, Ravana was so big a 
fool that he could not deduce the right things even though he possessed ten heads 
working together to help him do so. In effect, he was dumber than others with just one 
head and two eyes. It was a scathing attack on Ravana’s personality and majesty; it 
showed that he had an abysmally poor wisdom; it was an assessment of Ravana’s 
level of intelligence that downgraded it to the lowest possible standard for this faculty 
that one can imagine. ] 


aa ANa cat ware ga wa ara Fae | 
cats ale afe ara He Were AER ster 33 (a) Ut 


tava sonita kim pyasa trsita rama sayaka nikara. 


taja'um 


Oh you fallen demon with a bitter tongue that bites when it speaks (katu jalpaka 
nisicara adhama)! [To wit, your tongue is poisonous like a snake’s, and it is equally 
stinging. | 
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Nevertheless, I leave you alone (i.e. I spare you from death at my hands) 
because Lord Ram’s arrows are thirsty for your blood, and I don’t want to deprive 
them of their favourite drink which they wish to have to their hearts’ content. (Sortha 
no. 33-b) 
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maim tava dasana toribe layaka. ayasu mohi na dinha raghunayaka. 1. 

asi risa hōti dasa'u mukha toraum. lanka gahi samudra maham boraum. 2. 
gulari phala samana tava lanka. basahu madhya tumha jantu asanka. 3. 
maim banara phala khata na bara. ayasu dinha na rama udara. 4. 


I have the ability to clobber you and break all your teeth, but I am constrained from 
doing it because Lord Raghunayak (Lord Ram) has not given me such orders. (1) 


I am so annoyed by you and seething with anger that otherwise I would have willingly 
yanked off all your ten (hideous) heads, and uproot your city of Lanka from its very 
foundation, and then dump it into the ocean. (2) 


In all soothfastness, Lanka is like a fruit of the wild fig tree (gUlari phala) in which 
you demons move about like tiny worms. (3) 


I (as you repeatedly like to address me) am a ‘monkey’, and being a ‘monkey’ it is 
very easy for me to bite through this fruit and eat (destroy) it (as is the wont of 
monkeys)'. But unfortunately, the magnanimous Lord Ram hasn’t given me 
permission to do so (so I have to restrain myself).”’ (4) 


[Note—'Angad told Ravana bitterly: “Look you vile fellow. You stupid ones are like 
so many worms that infect the fruit of the wild fig tree. And you enjoy calling me a 
‘monkey’. Well and good; I would have proved you right that I was indeed a 
‘monkey’, for monkeys are in the habit of jumping from tree to tree and destroying 
their fruits by nibbling some, biting others, chewing this fruit, and munching and 
spitting out the next, eating a few and breaking the rest from their branches, and then 
throwing them to the ground to destroy the whole garden, orchard, grove or forest. I 
would have thoroughly enjoyed in this pastime, but you are lucky because I don’t 
have permission from Lord Ram to indulge in this pleasure. I have come here on 
serious business, and not to play games with you. Mind you, don’t provoke me any 
further, don’t compel me to lose my patience, because who knows that I may begin to 
show my true colour as a ‘monkey’. Then, god forbid, whatever is left of Lanka 
would be obliterated for good, as I would sweep it and dump it into the ocean to clean 
the ruin left behind by my good friend Hanuman.” 


4043 


? Angad said: “You know Ravana; I would have clobbered you and pinned you to the 
ground. But my Lord Ram is very benevolent and has a kind heart for he does not 
want me to hurt you, but give you ample time and space to think things over and make 
timely amends. The magnanimous Lord does not wish to precipitate things and give 
you a chance to say that you weren’t given an opportunity to rectify your mistakes 
and take corrective actions. So the Lord prohibited me from taking any physical 
action that may hurt you, though I am on the edge of tolerance now, and a little more 
provocation from you will compel me to go over this edge.” 

By-and-by it so happened that no matter how much Angad tried to convince 
Ravana to abandon his bellicose attitude and hostility towards Lord Ram by making 
peace with the Lord and returning Sita to him, Ravana bluntly refused, and the 
atmosphere progressively became extremely bitter and acrimonious. Finally, when 
Angad determined that it was absolutely futile to make further arguments as Ravana 
was stubborn and obstinate, he decided to do something singularly memorable and 
remarkable before returning to Lord Ram. 

So Angad decided that though he could not thrash Ravana and crush his pride 
in physical terms yet he must do it in a symbolic way. He planted his foot on the 
ground and challenged Ravana to move it with the condition that if the latter 
succeeded in doing so he would be deemed to be the winner, and if he failed to move 
Angad’s foot then he loses the war in a symbolic way. As it was destined by destiny 
and was the fiat of fate, Ravana failed to move Angad’s foot even by a fraction of a 
measurement. Angad thus managed to crush Ravana’s self-respect and esteem 
completely. 

To wit, though Angad did not physically clobber Ravana and thrash him 
viciously in public as he would have very much liked to do, but couldn’t because of 
Lord Ram’s restraining orders, yet he did satisfy his boiling anger by doing something 
far worse by making Ravana kneel down before him and touch his feet in order to 
move them, for it was a token-gesture of submission, because for a great warrior loss 
of his honour, dignity and self-respect in full public gaze is far worse than physical 
death. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 34—to Doha no. 35.}] 
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Hearing this horny but witty retort of Angad, Ravana sneered sarcastically, saying, 
‘Oh you dumb fellow (mUrha)! Tell me, from where have you learnt to speak such 
bundle of lies. [Say, how have you learnt to speak such big lies?] (5) 


Baali (your noble father) had never boasted so much, and he had never chattered in 
vain with a loud mouth (as you do). Surely, you have acquired this nasty habit of 
boastful bluster, speaking lies and vain talking due to your company with those 
hermits (Lord Ram and Laxman)’. (6) 
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[Note—'Ravana in effect told Angad that he should mind the reputation of his noble 
father Baali by reminding him of the latter. Ravana hinted to Angad that since he 
holds Baali in high esteem and treats him as one of his friends, he is willing to treat 
Angad also favourably, as the son of a close friend. If Angad says he refrains from 
hitting Ravana and destroying Lanka because he has no such express mandate from 
his Lord, Ram, then Ravana says that he too refrains from hitting and punishing 
Angad severely for all the insults and insinuations he had cast upon him (Ravana) just 
because he remembers his old friend Baali and restrains from hitting his friend’s only 
son (Angad), but it should not be taken as his weakness. Rather, Angad must realise 
that his father was Ravana’s friend, and in deference to his father’s memory he must 
at least be polite enough to say ‘sorry’ to Ravana. 

Ravana wished to provoke Angad’s anger and stoke his emotions by making 
him remember his dead father Baali repeatedly, on one pretext or the other, so that he 
is incited to revolt against Sugriv, his uncle and the king of the monkey kingdom, and 
Lord Ram, who had befriended Sugriv and sought his help to launch a campaign on 
Lanka to retrieve his stolen wife Sita from the clutches of the demon king Ravana. 

Ravana wished to tell Angad thus: “Why don’t you understand that on the one 
hand here I am your father’s dear friend who will be more committed to care for your 
future since you are orphaned, and on the other hand there is your selfish uncle 
Sugriv, and his protector Lord Ram, who had caused his death. Why can’t you 
(Angad) judge for himself and weigh the two options to see that his good lies in 
joining me (Ravana), instead of living in perpetual fear under the reign of your jealous 
uncle? You call me a fool; but it is you who is a fool. Wake up from delusions and 
join hands with me against the enemy of your father.” 

Ravana’s comments also throw light on the state of society at that time. It 
shows that people usually held hermits in low esteem, as ones who spoke of 
impossible things and falsely boasted of their spiritual achievements. ] 
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Angad yelled back at Ravana, saying, ‘Yes truly, oh you one with twenty arms (bhuja 
biha), I would have been a boaster who talks in vain if I couldn’t tear out all your ten 
tongues. 

[But mind you, you vile fellow; I have already told you why I refrain from 
doing it to prove that you are wrong in your assessment of me and my abilities. 
Haven’t I told you that I desist from it only because my revered Lord Ram hasn’t 
instructed my to harm you physically; I can’t disobey him.']’ (7) 


Remembering Lord Ram’s greatness, majesty and glory, Angad decided that enough 
was enough. [To prove to Ravana that he was not boasting till now—] He planted his 
foot firmly on the ground, and threw a challenge. (8) 
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[What was the challenge?] Angad proclaimed: ‘Oh you wicked and vile fellow 
(satha)! If you can move my foot, then Lord Ram shall return (back from Lanka) and 
I would deemed to have lost Sita!*’ (8) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Doha no. 30 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 3-5, 8 that precede it; (ii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 34. 


“Angad was sent by Lord Ram as his emissary to negotiate Sita’s release. As an 
ambassador of the Lord, Angad was vested with the authority to decide the matter and 
adopt a course of action according to the situation, subject to the condition that the 
main objective was not defeated, which was to ensure that the path was cleared for 
Sita’s release from Ravana’s captivity. 

Angad concluded that Ravana was not open to negotiations; he was not ready 
to listen, he was not ready to yield his ground because of his obstinate nature and a 
false sense of invincibility, and therefore he was not ready to make any compromises. 
What added fuel to the fire was Ravana’s persistent insinuations and use of 
derogatory language for Angad as well as Lord Ram. Angad decided that, if after 
hearing all the nasty things that Ravana blurted out like lava pouring out of a crater of 
a volcano, if he went away without doing some outstanding deed of bravery and 
exemplary courage, something that would completely demoralise the demons as a 
race and humiliate Ravana excessively, then it would not be his dignified departure 
from the meeting. He wanted to do some spectacular thing, but though he would have 
preferred pulling down Ravana physically from his throne and giving him a sound 
thrashing, yet he couldn’t do it because, as he himself asserts, it would violate Lord 
Ram’s injunction not to harm Ravana physically. 

So Angad decided on a stratagem that would bring Ravana to his knees 
without even touching him, and without him being aware of what he was about to do. 
Hence, Angad planted his foot on the ground and asked Ravana to move it if he can. 
In order to move Angad’s feet, obviously Ravana would have to kneel down before 
him and touch his foot, which would a visual treat for the whole demon court—that 
their mighty king who had made the greatest of gods kneel before him has today knelt 
before a ‘monkey’. Verily indeed and without gainsay, what a ridiculous situation 
would it be; what a sight to behold it would be—the mighty and invincible Ravana, 
whom the gods feared, bending over on his knees and holding the foot of Angad in a 
symbolic gesture of abject surrender and humiliating submission! 

Angad betted that if Ravana refused to accept this challenge, then it would be 
equivalent to his accepting defeat in the war even before it actually began, and the 
consequent acknowledgment that Sita had to be given to Lord Ram because it was for 
her release that the war was to be fought. If however Ravana accepted the challenge 
thrown by Angad, then the latter’s objective would be fulfilled—which was to make 
the mighty king of the demons bow before him! 

And as to taking such a serious risk as betting the whole outcome of the war 
and the fate of Sita on one single premise of success or failure at moving Angad’s foot 
by Ravana, Angad was so confident of Lord Ram’s mystical powers and his divinity, 
as well as his own loyalty and devotion for the Lord, that he was absolutely sure that 
when he throws a challenge by invoking the grace and blessings of Lord Ram then 
there is no power in this creation which would make him regret that he made a wrong 
decision, no power that would defeat him in his own challenge, to make him seem 
ridiculous and a vain person. 
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Lord Shiva, the principal narrator of this magnificent Story, has himself 
asserted that there was no wonder that Angad was confident that Ravana would be 
unable to move his legs in this challenge for he knew the mystical powers that Lord 
Ram possessed, as he was the almighty Supreme Lord of creation who can, if he so 
wishes, transform a humble twig into a powerful and strong weapon known as Vajra, 
and vice versa. Hence, any action taken in the name of the Lord can’t fail, no matter 
what happens, especially when the objective is noble and righteous. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 35.}] 
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Exasperated and peeved beyond measure, Ravana ordered his demon warriors angrily, 
‘Listen all of you excellent warriors (sunahu subhata saba)! Hold this monkey by 
his legs and dash him to the ground.’ (10) 


Indrajeet (i.e. Meghanad, Ravana’s son) along with other great demon warriors gladly 
rose from their seats to accept the challenge and carry out Ravana’s orders. [They 
relished the thought of getting an opportunity of beating Angad black and blue to vent 
their anger which they had suppressed till now.] (11) 


All of them, singly and together, lunged at Angad with all their muscle and might, 
making many deft attempts to try to move his foot, but they failed miserably and 
completely. Defeated, dejected and crestfallen, they returned to their respective seats 
and sat down with lowered heads (full of shame). (12) 
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[These two verses quote Kaagbhusund, the saintly crow, who too had narrated this 
Story to Garud, the mount of Lord Vishnu. Their discourse is included in Ram Charit 
Manas in its Uttar Kand (i.e. the last Canto no. 7), from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 63—to Doha no. 125.] 


Sage Kaagbhusund said to Garud, the enemy of serpents (Uragarl), ‘The tormentors 
of the gods (“Sura aratt”; i.e. the demons), after some pause to gather courage, once 
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again dashed towards Angad to try and move his foot, and it was repeated a number 
of times, but each time they failed miserably. 

Verily oh Garud, the enemy of the serpents, Angad’s (literally the ‘monkey’s’; 
“kisa”) foot did not budge from its position even a fraction just like an incompetent 
person (who is indulgent in affairs of the gross world and overcome with delusions) is 
unable to uproot the tree of attachment and infatuation’. (13-14) 


[Note—'A person who remains engrossed in the world and finds enjoyment in its 
sensual pleasures cannot get over his worldly desires and his attachment with the 
things of the world. He is incompetent to do so. Only a person who is spiritually 
realised and enlightened will see the futility of this pursuit, leading him to develop 
renunciation. 

Similarly, though the demon warriors made several attempts to fell Angad and 
fling him by his legs, they failed; these sinful demons were unable to defeat Lord 
Ram’s devotee and break his resolve. 

A similar scene prevailed long back in Janakpur during the Bow-breaking 
ceremony organised for Sita’s marriage. At that time too none of the assembled kings 
and princes succeeded in moving Lord Shiva’s bow. They too had rushed to try and 
lift the bow, singly as well as in a group, they too had tried repeatedly and failed, and 
they too returned to their seats with lowered head and sat down crestfallen. {Apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 250—to 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 251.}] 
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Countless numbers of excellent demon warriors, who were like Meghanad (Ravan’s 
son) in their valour, strength, courage, marital skills and gallantry, cheerfully got up 
from their seats and lunged forward excitedly towards Angad, but no matter how hard 
they tried and what tactic they employed yet none of them were able to move his feet. 
At last, they returned to their seats and sat down (with a sullen face, a lowered head 
and a broken spirit that comes with abject defeat that was not at all expected, leaving 
all the demon warriors despondent, gloomy, dejected, crestfallen and ashamed of 
themselves). (Doha no. 34-a) 


It was a profound mystery and a cause of great wonder for the demons that the 
monkey’s legs did not move a bit from the earth on which they were planted. When 
the enemy (“ripu”; i.e. Ravana and his demons) observed all this development, its 
pride, ego and haughtiness ran away (i.e. was crushed and vanquished)’. 
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Angad’s feet did not move, but remained firmly planted on the ground, just 
like the case of a saint who remains steady in following his principles, and whose 
mind and heart (Mana) do not abandon the path of righteousness and auspiciousness, 
a path that is right and correct, inspite of all the provocations, adversities and hurdles 
he faces in life”. (Doha no. 34-b) 


[Note—'To wit, when Ravana and all others saw that they could not move Angad’s 
feet even for a fraction of measurement from the ground inspite of employing all their 
might, force and skill, their ego and pride were crushed; they felt utterly humiliated at 
their inability to move a leg of as humble a creature as a ‘monkey’. To add salt to 
their wounds, this humiliation and defeat was made starker because they had pooled 
their strength and force to move a single challenger’s legs, and surely the pushing, 
pulling and hauling must have been done with great energy and zeal, but yet they 
failed miserably. However the demons tried and tried, Angad’s legs did not budge 
from their position on the ground. 

The demons who prided themselves with possession of stupendous strength 
and powers against which not even the might of the gods survived, were, for the first 
time in their lives, faced with a situation that proved to them that there were forces 
stronger and mightier than them in this creation, and that for the first time they were 
up against a formidable adversary who presented a grave danger to their very 
existence, an adversary who was far more superior and powerful than them. 

Hence their ego was crushed; their pride bit dust; their haughtiness was blown 
away like dried leaven in a storm; their strength and valour crumbled like nine-pins; 
and their morale sank in a deep dark pit of hopelessness, gloom and dejection. 


*An exactly similar idea is expressed elsewhere in Ram Charit Manas, e.g. in (i) 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 46; and in (ii) Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 38.] 
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kapi bala dékhi sakala hiyam haré. utha apu kapi kérh paracaré. 1. 
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Seeing the Kapi’s (Angad’s; literally “monkey’s”) stupendous strength (which defied 
the combined strength of all the mighty demon warriors who had tried to move his 
leg), everyone felt defeated and gloomy in their hearts. 

Meanwhile, Ravana now himself got up from his seat in a flurry (unable to 
contain his anger and frustration at his warriors who had put his honour to shame) to 
hold Angad by his legs and dash him to the ground’. (1) 


At the moment when Ravana caught Angad’s foot (in an attempt to lift it), the latter 
sharply scorned at him and taunted: ‘Look, you will not save yourself (and gain 
nothing) by holding my feet. (2) 
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Oh you big fool (satha)! Why don’t you go and hold Lord Ram’s feet instead!?’ 
Hearing these scornful words of Angad that were said with a grave tone, 

Ravana felt extremely peeved and ashamed of himself; he then somehow recovered 

himself from the shock and returned to his seat, ashen-faced and despondent’. (3) 


[Note—'Surely enough, when Ravana saw what had happened, he must have burnt 
with anger inside himself. He must have cursed his warriors vehemently, and called 
them vile names. It was the greatest humiliation of his life, and he was unable to 
restrain himself. He was so overpowered by wrath and felt so much provoked and 
frustrated by the developments that his natural wisdom and prudence abandoned him, 
for he could not properly analyse the situation and what it meant. He ought to have 
pondered why none of the demon warriors could move Angad’s feet; definitely there 
must be a mystery behind it, and the situation was very serious, and therefore it had to 
be handled very diplomatically and skilfully so that whatever was left of his honour 
could be salvaged. 

When Death stares in one’s face, when Providence frowns upon an 
unfortunate creature, when his Time seems to be up, then all his intelligence and 
wisdom and sense of judgement go for a toss. So, instead of exercising restraint and 
showing prudence by avoiding to put himself directly in harm’s way and getting 
embroiled in a situation that would eliminate a last chance at face-saving, Ravana 
unfortunately decided, in a fitful frenzy of anger that eclipsed his wisdom, to jump 
into the same horrifying pit which had just a moment ago trounced all his 
predecessors, leaving them all scarred, defeated and humiliated like never before, 
without considering about the consequences of his rash decision. 


? Angad had achieved his objective; Ravana hadn’t foreseen it coming. At last, Angad 
succeeded in making Ravana—who had never ever bowed before anyone, but who 
had instead made the whole world bow before him—kneel down and touch his feet in 
order to move it from the ground. 

This situation was akin to a defeated person kneeling down and praying for 
mercy by touching the feet of another person who had vanquished him; it is a token 
gesture that symbolises surrender and submission by someone who has been defeated 
by his opponent. 

Ravana fell into this trap himself. Whatever little grace and honour and self- 
respect and dignity and majesty that were still available to him were now gone for 
good. Anger and delusions had clouded his mind so much that he couldn’t think 
rationally. When Angad reminded him that he had fallen into the trap, with his 
taunting words, “you will not benefit by touching my feet, rather you should have 
gone to touch Lord Ram’s feet”, Ravana suddenly realised what grave mistake he had 
made. He regretted intensely and immensely at his own reckless actions, but by now it 
was too late to make any amends. The colourful balloon of honour, majesty, valour 
and pride had been punctured irreparably, and it cannot be inflated again to regain its 
earlier glory. 

Ravana returned to his throne with a lowered head and a sulking countenance. 
His frame appeared like an old demon past his prime. He dragged his legs to take him 
to his seat. All the others in the assembly had their heads low, and even if some of 
these demons had raised their heads and eyes slyly to watch Ravana’s daring, when 
they saw what happened they immediately fixed their eyes on the ground before them 
once again to pretend they had not witnessed Ravana’s humiliation. Why? Because 
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these demons knew Ravana’s nature, that he would vent his anger and frustration at 
them, and in all probability if his eyes caught any one of them looking up at him then 
he would get that demon’s eyes gouged out. 

To wit, a deathly silence descended on the court of the demons. The 
developments so terrified and horrified all the demons that they were out of their wits; 
not one of them moved from his seat, as they remained sitting stone-still like so many 
statues that don’t breathe. ] 
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Ravana’s faces’ that normally glowed with radiance that comes naturally to a person 
with exceptional power, majesty and self-confidence attained by great achievements 
and countless successes that he had obtained in life, which in their wake bring great 
glories and honours to him, had now turned dark and gloomy with a thick shadow of 
despondency, despair and hopelessness hanging over them. His faces lacked their 
original shine and glory just like the case of the moon which loses its radiance and 
charm when viewed during the day time’. (4) 


He (Ravana) sat down on his throne with drooping heads (and lost spirits) as if he had 
lost all his wealth and possessions’. (5) 


[Note—'Remember: Ravana had ‘ten faces’. 


“The moon looks so attractive and splendorous during the night, but the same moon 
seems a faded image of its self when seen during the day time. Why so? It is because 
during the day the splendour, radiance and brilliance of the sun suppresses the shine 
of the moon, making it appear faded and overcast. 

The analogy is remarkable here: Angad’s trouncing of Ravana and his success 
in the mission for which he was sent by Lord Ram was reflected by the radiance and 
glow effusing from his proud face like the brilliant shine of the sun, while the gloomy 
thoughts clouding the mind of Ravana and the dejection of his spirits are indicated by 
the dark shadows of loss, despair and hopelessness showing on his faces as if they 
were veiled by dark clouds that reminded an observer of the moon which loses its 
shine in the presence of the brilliant midday sun. 


>The countenance of Ravana was like that of a warrior who has lost the battle, or of a 
tradesman who has lost all his tools and assets. He had never tasted such humiliation 
in his life; for a great warrior of his stature there could have been nothing worse and 
more humiliating than being unable to meet such a simple challenge as the 
requirement of moving an adversary’s legs. It was a ridiculous and a hilarious way of 
accepting defeat for as great a warrior as the king of the demon race whose mere 
name struck terror in the hearts of the entire world. It was the greatest ignominy and 
infamy that could have ever come to Ravana because he personally failed to meet 
Angad’s simple challenge of moving his feet, something that required no great skill, 
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power, gallantry and valour like it is required to face a challenge in the battle-field. So 
it was shame compounded many times over. 

Even the burning of Lanka and the killing of his son Akshaya Kumar by 
Hanuman earlier had not caused such extreme distress in Ravana as this symbolic 
defeat for not being able to move Angad’s foot, because this defeat was his personal 
defeat, it undermined his personal prestige, dignity and honour unlike on the previous 
occasion when he was spared this ignominy on the ground that his personal abilities 
and powers were not challenged and tested. 

Verily, there is nothing worse for a warrior in his life, there is no greater loss 
that he can ever fear from in his life than to abjectly lose a challenge thrown by his 
opponent in the way Ravana miserably lost Angad’s singularly simple-looking 
challenge of moving his foot from the ground, which by means was required any 
show of great marital art and valour. 

For a warrior king, his self-respect, honour, dignity, majesty, strength and 
powers, as well as a grand reputation that he always wins a challenge and no one can 
defeat him, are his greatest assets and a matter of pride for him; if they are gone he 
has lost everything. 

Ravana’s shame was further compounded in the background of his boasting 
about his stupendous strength and astounding powers and great attainments and 
exalted position in this world just a few moments ago, for this inability to move 
Angad’s foot blew away all his boast and bluster about his might and majesty like dry 
leaves in a storm. He felt crestfallen and humiliated like a defeated warrior, or a 
tradesman who has lost everything in a deal he was confident he would win hands 
down, but which, unfortunately for him, went sour. 

Had he been more modest and restrained in his approach then perhaps his loss 
of face wouldn’t have been so marked, but now it was in sharp contrast with his own 
tall claims. So therefore, Ravana’s gloom and dejection are understandable. ] 


mara Ura Tar i a fers fonts cre AMTT N & N 
SAT TA cat wepfe facta | ets forest UPA rag ATAT I 9 N 


Wid afer afer TF eee laa ga OF eg fe ewe 


jagadatama pranapati rama. tasu bimukha kimi laha bisrama. 6. 
uma rama ki bhrkuti bilasa. ho'i bisva puni pava'i nasa. 7. 
trna tē kulisa kulisa trna kara'l. tasu duta pana kahu kimi tara’. 8. 


[Lord Shiva, the principal narrator of this magnificent Story, observed—] ‘Verily 
indeed, Lord Ram is a personified form of the Supreme Soul of this creation 
(jagadatama) and the Lord of Life (pranapati). How can anyone who is opposed to 
such an exalted and divine Lord ever expect to have peace for himself’? (6) 


Oh Uma (Shiva’s consort and the listener of this Story)! The whole world can be 
created or destroyed by the mere movement of Lord Ram’s eyebrows. Verily, it can 
be created anew and ended repeatedly by the Lord’s mere wish indicated by the 
movement of his brows implying that he wants change.” (7) 
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He (Lord Ram) who can transform a humble twig (or a soft blade of grass) into Vajra 
(something exceptionally hard and strong, such as rock, stone or diamond), and vice 
versa, say how is it possible to sway the vow and determination made by his chosen 
messenger?” (8) 


[Note—'These few verses are sort of a pause in the flow of the current narrative as 
they refer to the observations made occasionally by Lord Shiva, who was the primary 
narrator of this glorious Story of the Ramayan, to his consort Uma who was listening 
to this narration. 

Hence, it was Lord Shiva who said: “Well, Lord Ram is a personified form of 
the Supreme Being and the merciful Lord of the world; so say how anyone can hope 
to find happiness and peace if he opposes his own Lord?” 


?To wit, since Lord Ram is the Supreme Being he is also the creator and lord of this 
universe. Therefore it is he alone who decides how long he wishes to keep this 
creation in its present shape. Should he decide to bring an end to his playful and 
creative activity, which in the first place had brought this creation into existence, he 
can do so as he is the only Lord and Master of this universe, one who had envisioned 
this creation, and to give effect to his ideas he then put the different elements together 
to give shape to this world, and when he so decides, by-and-by, to create a new world 
of a new kind, he would simply first end his earlier creation and start afresh. 

The phrase “he can create and end the world by merely moving his eyebrows” 
is a symbolic way of saying that everything depends upon his wishes. If he frowns 
upon something he would end it; if he raises his brows it means some change is 
inevitable. 


3A messenger, an ambassador, or an emissary represents his Lord and Master who has 
sent him. He has the same authority and discretionary powers as his Principal whom 
he represents. Anything the emissary does and any decision that he takes is deemed to 
be done by his Lord and Master, and the latter must honour all that his emissary does 
on his behalf. This is the accepted principle of state diplomacy. It can’t be a one-sided 
game—that the Master would honour his emissary’s actions if they are pleasing to 
him, and dishonour the actions if they displease him. 

Therefore, whatever Angad did, whether right or wrong, were deemed to have 
been done by Lord Ram, because Angad represented the Lord and was acting on his 
behalf. Hence, Angad’s challenge—that if Ravana could move his foot then the latter 
would deem to have won the war, and as a consequence he would lose Sita and go 
back—had the same weight as a challenge thrown by Lord Ram himself by default. 

The word used by Angad when he threw the aforementioned challenge was 
actually “I”. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 8-9 that 
precede Doha no. 34.} 

This is very significant in the context of what is said currently. It proves that 
when Angad challenged Ravana and staked the outcome of the war on it, he was well 
aware of the fact that he is doing it not in his personal capacity but as the one who 
physically represents Lord Ram by default. Angad embodied the authority and the 
powers to make decision that Lord Ram possessed because the Lord had himself 
vested Angad with them. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 5-8 that precede Doha no. 17.} 

This is why Ravana failed to move Angad’s foot, for otherwise it would have 
been equivalent to defying Lord Ram’s sacrosanct supremacy and authority in this 


4053 


world as its Supreme Lord. Ravana was not pitted against ‘a member of the monkey 
race whose name happened to be one Angad’, but he faced the authority and the might 
and the power of the ‘Supreme Being whom Angad represented in physical form’. 
Therefore, the prospect of Ravana ever being able to move Angad’s legs was simply 
unimaginable, simply unthinkable and simply impossible; the very idea that Ravana 
could move Angad’s foot is simply incongruous, simply incredulous, and simply 
outrageous. | 


UM anf cnet wife fate ara ATA a ate cated ARTT 8 M 
Ra we ate wy ag Gaal ae ale aca ater TT AAT Fo N 


puni kapi kahi niti bidhi nana. mana na tahi kalu ni'arānā. 9. 
ripu mada mathi prabhu sujasu sunayo. yaha kahi calyo bali nrpa jayo. 10. 


Even at this late stage, the Kapi (i.e. Angad) tried to advise Ravana in various ways to 
be reasonable and stop his belligerence. But as his (Ravana’s) death was nearing, he 
refused to listen to anything’. (9) 


[Finally Angad gave up his attempts.] After crushing the pride, arrogance, honour, 
dignity and self-respect of the enemy and making him hear the glories of Lord Ram, 
Angad prepared to leave the demon court and go back to the Lord. But before his 
departure, he said, --- (10) 


[Note—'This verse shows that after what had just happened, i.e. after the failure of all 
the demons to move Angad’s foot, he remained in the demon court for some more 
time, making a last effort to somehow make Ravana mend his ways. Angad hoped 
that after such a great humiliation as he had just faced, Ravana would come to his 
senses and realise that things are going against him, that the tide of time is not in his 
favour. But unfortunately, like a man destined to die refuses to take medicines, 
Ravana obstinately refused to listen anything Angad had to say. 

From Ravana’s perspective it was expected that he would not listen anymore 
to Angad. After the humiliation and insult that Ravana suffered at the instance of 
Angad, it was impractical to expect the former that he would now heed to what the 
latter proposed, no matter how earnest Angad might have been, as it would be like 
Ravana putting salt with his own hands on his raw wounds. No one of any 
rudimentary self-respect and trace of dignity in him would accept a proposal from his 
adversary in an ugly, dishonourable and undignified situation in which Ravana found 
himself vis-a-vis Angad. ] 


Gal A Gd Gens Gens latte state car Ht ASS N 22 I 
ante ae era Hrs ANT aT A Wat WAS TENTH gR I 
Widest site wt Sat | a apa Gat UT fara i 23 N 


hataum na kheta khēlā'i khela’. tohi abahim ka karaum bara’. 11. 
prathamahim tasu tanaya kapi mara. so suni ravana bhaya'u dukhara. 12. 
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jatudhana angada pana dekhi. bhaya byakula saba bha’é bisési. 13. 


I will not boast of anything (like you have been doing) until the time when I play 
around with you (kicking and punching you repeatedly) in the battle-field, before 
finally ending the game by killing you'.’ (11) 


When Ravana heard for the first time that his son had been killed by the Kapi 
(Angad)’, he was overwhelmed with grief and felt extremely sad. (12) 


Meanwhile, all the demons present on the occasion were greatly alarmed and felt 
immensely distressed due to fear when they heard Angad’s vow (that he will kick 
Ravana around the battle-field till he dies)’. (13) 


[Note—'Angad said to Ravana: “My friend, I am not in the habit of talking much 
bluster and make tall claims like you. So it would not look good for me to say what I 
shall be doing to you in the battle-field to compensate for what I couldn’t do now. 
Didn’t I say a while ago that I would have liked to clobber you and bash all your ten 
heads and then dash you to the ground, and then throw your city of Lanka into the 
ocean had it not been for the restraint imposed upon me by Lord Ram, for he hasn’t 
given his permission to do any such thing? {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precedes Doha no. 34.} 

You seem to take me lightly; you think I am boasting; you think I am a 
pretentious and vain fellow who lies and talks too much as you are accustomed to 
doing. Ain’t it? {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 31; and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that precedes Doha no. 34.} 

Well, wait for some time till the war actually starts, and then you will see for 
yourself in the battle-field how boastful and pretentious I am. I promise you an 
exciting game when we two will face each other. At that time, play well and hard, for 
we have to prove ourselves; do you know what I shall be doing? I shall be chasing 
you around the battle-field just like a footballer chases the ball towards the goal, all 
the while kicking the poor ball with the tip and side of his boots. And do you know 
what or where the goal is where I will drive you? Well, it’s to your death. But 
remember, it’s going to be a painful death, and a humiliating one to boot. Do you 
know why? Would it not be a shameful thing for the ‘mighty Ravana’, whose mere 
name chilled the blood of the gods in their veins, to run around terrified in the battle- 
field, screaming and yelping in pain, breathless and panting, as he is chased by a 
humble ‘monkey’ by the name of Angad who would be breathing down his neck, 
kicking and punching him left and right, backward and forward, till the ‘goal’ is 
reached, when one final vicious kick by Angad will end the game for all times to 
come for Ravana? 

My dear Ravana. What you’ve witnessed till now was just a glimpse of what 
is yet to come. You see, both of us are great warriors, and a good warrior worth his 
name and honour of his family is one who would like a level playing field with his 
opponent to decide who among the two is the winner in a duel. Your demon court is 
not surely a level playing field, for here you are a king sitting on a kingdom’s throne, 
and I a mere messenger who stands before you to convey a message from my Lord 
Ram. The battle-field, on the other hand, is a completely different proposition, for it is 
an arena where there are the two challengers on the ground at the center, and they are 
surrounded by cheering spectators standing around them in a circle. Well, when we 
meet next in the battle-field, the demon army will be cheering for you, and I will be 
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cheered by my friends in the Lord’s army. It will be the time for us to showcase our 
respective skills and valour. 

So now come on, brace yourself for the real game; girdle yourself for the real 
challenge. Moving my foot was an impossible task for thee here in the middle of your 
power center in your own palace, so I wonder what would thou doest when this power 
center would be an open field. 

Mind you comrade; don’t collapse out of exhaustion in the battle-field; keep 
your wits together and don’t baulk when you see me in front of you then. Remember: 
all those whom you had kicked around and trounced all your life will be watching this 
game, and so be careful not to give them a chance to purse their lips in merriment and 
whistle at you, and hoot you at the top of their voices at the cost of your discomfort. 
So get ready to play hard-ball with me. 

Your life has truly come full circle; first it was my father Baali who had 
trounced you, then in the interim period that followed that incident you had managed 
to reach for the sky in fame and glory, and now it’s the time for Baal’s on, that’s me, 
to repeat what my father had done to you to show you your place under the sun by 
trouncing you once again and ending this game for good. 

Goodbye for now; go and have a good night’s sleep and relax. Get up 
refreshed tomorrow morning, for I shall be meeting you again in the arena of the 
battle-field.” 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-7 that precede Doha no. 
18. We note that all those demons who had witnessed the death of Ravana’s son at the 
hands of Angad preferred to keep quiet because they feared a backlash from Ravana if 
he heard this bad news. They feared that Ravana was sure to punish all those demons 
who did not oppose Angad as he was kicking and dashing his son to death. So no one 
wanted to become a witness to this event. 

Nevertheless, sooner or later the news had to reach Ravana through his spies. 
But by this time Angad had already crushed the dignity and pride and self-respect of 
all the mightiest of demons in Ravana’s court, along with Ravana himself. 

It may have been possible that the spy who took the news of death of Ravana’s 
son to the court reached at a time when the high-pitched drama involving Angad was 
unfolding; so he preferred to keep quiet as the moment was not good for breaking this 
bad news. When he saw that Angad has left the court and a pall of gloomy silence has 
descended upon the assembly, he quietly went to Ravana and disclosed that his son 
had been killed by Angad before he came in his presence. 

Ravana was already reeling from the thunderbolt that had struck him a 
moment ago, and this bad news of his son’s death was like hitting a body that is 
already lying unconscious after being struck hard by the thunderbolt. He squirmed 
uncomfortably a bit, took a deep breath, and it was some time before the gravity of the 
bad news sank in his heart and affected his conscious mind. But he was, by this time, 
so shocked and smarting by the latest developments that his senses were dulled and 
rendered so unresponsive that he merely sulked and grieved instead of showing 
external signs of vicious anger or making an emotional outburst or expressing any 
outrage at the news that his son was killed by an intruder while none of the demons 
present at the time ventured to protect him. This was unpardonable. 

Ordinarily, Ravana would have lost his temper and ordered immediate slaying 
of all the demons who were assigned the task of escorting his son as he went around 
the city. But this was no ordinary time. The wounds inflicted by Angad on Ravana’s 
honour, majesty, pride and self-respect were so deep and grave that the news of his 
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son’s death was like another wound by the side of the others. Ravana was already 
suffering so intensely from grief and distress and despondency arising out of abject 
humiliation and insult and defeat that one more bad news didn’t much aggravate 
anything for him. 

He didn’t yell and scream at the demon who broke the news of his son’s death. 
He merely sulked further and sank deeper in grief. 


Meanwhile, this verse clearly indicates that after warning Ravana of his fate in the 
battle-field, Angad had left the demon court to go back to Lord Ram. The spy, who 
brought the news of death of Ravana’s son and was quietly waiting till the current 
proceedings of the court ended, then approached Ravana, and after excusing himself 
politely, he whispered the bad news in his ears. 

Ravana sighed in distress and grieved at his son’s death. What could he do? 
Misfortunes were lashing at him in endless waves, one after another, each graver than 
the previous one. 


*In this testing time, each demon was concerned about his personal fate; everyone was 
submerged in his own gloomy thoughts so much that the bad news of the death of 
Ravana’s son passed unnoticed, without arousing a tumult. At the most it was another 
sign of what was in store for all of them in the context of Angad’s prophesy—that 
portended complete rout of the demon army and death to their chief commanders, 
including their king Ravana. 

But this news—of death of another of Ravana’s sons at the hands of Angad— 
was nothing new as previously another son of Ravana, named Akshaya Kumar, had 
also died in a similar way when he was killed by Hanuman. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 18.} 

Therefore, this bad news did not cause much of a commotion in the court, as 
by this time Ravana as well as his courtiers had become accustomed to hearing worse 
news. | 


ao. Ra act ante ate aft oferta get Gt | 
Ut CAT AT Bet We WA We Hatt BG (R) 
doha. 


ripu bala dharasi harasi kapi balitanaya bala punja. 
pulaka sarira nayana jala gahé rama pada kanja. 35 (a). 


After having completely crushed the strength, power and valour (as well as the 
majesty, the dignity and the honour) of the enemy (Ravana), the Kapi—who was an 
embodiment of strength, courage and gallantry (bala punja) and a son of Baali (“kapi 
balitanaya”; i.e. Angad)—went back and submitted himself humbly at the feet of 
Lord Ram. 

Buoyed by success, his (Angad’s) body was thrilled; his eyes were filled with 
tears (of joy); and he felt exceedingly exhilarated (at being able to fulfil the mandate 
given to him by the Lord)’. (Doha no. 35-a) 


[Note—'When Hanuman had returned from Lanka after successful completion of the 
mission assigned to him—which was to find the whereabouts of Sita—a similar sight 
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was witnessed; for Hanuman too had submitted himself humbly before the feet of 
Lord Ram, and his body was thrilled and exhilarated. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Doha no. 32 along with Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it.}] 


{After Mandodari had failed in her three previous attempts to somehow persuade 
Ravana to abandon his haughtiness and ego that would lead to his ruin, and instead 
wake up to the realities and make peace with Lord Ram by sending his abducted wife 
Sita back to him, she felt awfully exasperated and frustrated as well as desperate. She 
decided to shame Ravana by debunking his boast and bluster of invincibility and 
infallibility with a list of his failures and weaknesses, asking him where was his 
valour and strength and courage during those moments where he had to bite dust and 
put himself to public shame and humiliation. She intended to point out to him that all 
his claim of invincibility and infallibility, of possessing matchless power and strength 
fall flat and sound hollow boast when considered in the backdrop of the listed events. 
She wished to boldly tell him how weak, fragile and ill-prepared he actually is, how 
deluded he has become by living in an illusionary world of his own dreams which he 
has managed to conjure up in his imagination just to satisfy is misplaced ego and a 
sense of false self-pride. 

But unfortunately Ravana would not listen to any entreaty and reasoning as he 
was grabbed by the claws of the God of Death. 

In the following verses we read how Mandodari makes a last-ditch effort to 
make her husband relent and avoid the bloody war with Lord Ram. } 


ist wit cachet Was Was facrars | 
Haat wets agh Het MASS 84 (GA) I 


samjha jāni dasakandhara bhavana gaya'u bilakha’i. 
mandodarim ravanahi bahuri kaha samujha'i. 35 (b). 


[After Angad, Lord Ram’s messenger, had humiliated Ravana in full court and called 
his bluff of invincibility and infallibility for all the naught it was worth, the demon 
king was crestfallen and utterly dejected. He dismissed his court, and as it was 
twilight hours he retired to his palace.] 


As evening fell, the ten-headed demon king Ravana went to his palace in a completely 
disconsolate and somber mood. 

[Mandodari was highly upset by the recent developments, and when she 
observed that her husband Ravana was extremely perturbed she realized that the 
situation was truly very grave. ] 

As soon as Ravana entered the palace, Mandodari made another attempt to try 
and persuade him to abandon his arrogance, and make peace with Lord Ram. (Doha 
no. 35-b) 


dio, ha agi WA ase Haletel | Ale A AAT Geta aR i g M 
TAS AE VE Gas ats whe Àg sth RTAS N R 1 
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caupa’. 


kanta samujhi mana tajahu kumatihi. soha na samara tumhahi raghupatihi. 


(1) 


ramanuja laghu rekha khaca'l. so'u nahim naghéhu asi manusā'. 2. 


She said, ‘My dear husband (kanta)! Ponder earnestly about the developments and 
think seriously about them in your mind. You ought to abandon your perversity as a 
confrontation between you and Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) is quite out of the place, 
for it would bring no glory to you, but only ignominy and shame. (1) 


Lord Ram’s younger brother (Laxman) had marked a small circle (around Sita) which 
you dared not cross (at the time you abducted her)—such is your valour and courage, 
isn’t it'? (2) 


[Note—'After all her previous attempts had failed, Mandodari decided to shame her 
husband by calling his boast a bluff in a final effort to make him realize his 
weaknesses, fears and failures by citing some instances that highlight his Achilles’ 
heel. 

It seems in all probability that Mandodari chose to put her husband to embarrassment 
and disgrace by rebuking him and listing all the events that show him in a very poor 
light as being totally incompetent, impotent and cowardly inspite of his boast and 
bluster is because Ravana had rebuked her earlier by saying that she, being a woman, 
has eight faults or shortcoming or weaknesses in her character that are natural to 
her—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede 
Doha no. 16. 

Mandodari had felt intensely disgusted at Ravana’s above remark at that time 
because it was totally unwarranted, as her attempt to persuade him to avoid a war with 
Lord Ram was good intentioned and meant to avoid a calamity befalling her husband, 
and nothing more. She never meant to insult him or undermine his status as a great 
warrior whose valour and abilities were undoubted. But after Ravana’s chiding her 
and calling her weak in character, she decided to turn the tables on him—to prove to 
him that it was he who had so many weaknesses, instead of her. 

The first instance she cites is of the moment when Ravana had gone to kidnap 
Sita at Panchavati. At that time, Laxman had made a circle on the ground by the tip of 
his arrow before leaving the hermitage on the insistence of Sita who had compelled 
him to go in the direction in which Lord Ram had gone pursuing the golden deer in 
order to help his brother. Laxman had infused this circle with magical charm that if 
anyone tries to overstep it and come inside he would be burnt. Sita would be safe 
within it. 

Ravana did not dare to cross this cursed circle to grab Sita, so he employed a 
ruse of assuming the form of a mendicant and asking her for alms which she could 
give him only by stepping outside the circumference of the circle because Ravana was 
standing a little away from it. So, as soon as she stepped out of the circle to give him 
alms, Ravana grabbed her and ran away like a scared animal who has dared to steal a 
lion’s kill in his absence and fears for his own life. 

This incident of Laxman drawing a circle around Sita and Ravana not having 
the courage to cross it is mentioned in a little known book titled “Hanumanna 
Naatak”, in its Canto 8, verse no. 36, and Canto 9, verse no. 9.] 
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fra are ate Raa GUTAT | Teh ga HT AS HUT N 3 N 
adh Petey ATT aa crest | BITS hA Cheat TERT Ul ¥ UI 
Taran ofa Aaa s aa ae ra aE ANT IG UI 
WIR urA OT HS ONT | hel Tal Ae Wel ERTI S N 


piya tumha tahi jitaba sangrama. jake dita kéra yaha kama. 3. 
kautuka sindhu naghi tava lanka. aya'u kapi kehari asanka. 4. 
rakhavare hati bipina ujara. dékhata tohi accha téhim mara. 5. 
jari sakala pura kinhési chara. kahan raha bala garba tumhara. 6. 


My dear (piya)! Do you hope that you can win him (Lord Ram) in a war whose 
humble messengers had done such marvelous deeds that were recently witnessed by 
all of us, and which defy imagination? (3) 


A monkey (i.e. Hanuman) playfully (i.e. effortlessly) leapt across the mighty ocean 
and entered Lanka fearlessly as if he was a lion (moving boldly and fearlessly in the 
forest). (4) 


Once here, he had laid to ruin your forest and killed its guards. When your son 
Akshay Kumar was sent by you to capture him, he too was killed even while you 
watched. (5) 


Not only this, he (Hanuman) had burnt your city of Lanka to ashes'. Tell me, where 
was your strength and power, of which you boast so much, at that time; what were 
you doing? 

[Tell me, couldn’t you stop Hanuman and prevent the devastation that he had 
unleashed right under your nose? What to talk of preventing the calamity that befell 
our city, you could not even punish Hanuman for what he did, for he went away from 
Lanka unharmed with no single demon warrior having the guts to stop him from 
escaping. And you could not garner the courage to summon those demon guards who 
were assigned the duty of protecting the boarders of the kingdom, and ask for at least 
an explanation from them.] (6) 


[Note—'These events are narrated in detail in the fifth Canto called ‘Sundar Kand’ of 
Ram Charit Manas. ] 


aa UA WOT Wet APT ANE | AT Hel He teat foray i 9 tl 
uta tqutate Tata SM AME | SET SAT ATA AA Tet SMG Ul 2 N 


aba pati mrsa gala jani marahu. mora kaha kachu hrdayam bicarahu. 7. 
pati raghupatihi nrpati jani manahu. aga jaga natha atula bala janahu. 8. 
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Now my dear husband, do not boast unnecessarily and stop talking bluster; enough is 
enough. You must pay heed to my advice even now as it is still not too late to make 
amends. (7) 


Oh my husband (pati)! Do not treat the Lord of the Raghus (“raghupati”; Lord Ram) 
as an ordinary human prince, but regard him as the ‘Lord of the whole world’’, and 
one who has immense supernatural powers at his disposal. (8) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 14—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 15.] 


aM Waa SIT Ahan Lares Het Ate AMS Ara N e N 
WAH AUT ST T 1 WS TSS Te Stor FATT Ul Qo N 
ats qe wet fastet tae care frag fons a N gR ul 


bana pratapa jana marica. tasu kaha nahim mānēhi nica. 9. 
janaka sabham aganita bhupala. rahé tumha'u bala atula bisala. 10. 
bhanji dhanusa janaki bi'ahi. taba sangrama jitehu kina tahi. 11. 


Marich was fully aware of the might and prowess of his (Lord Ram’s) arrows’. When 
you had gone to him (Marich) to ask him to help you abduct Sita, he had tried to tell 
you the reality and dissuade you from being rash, but you treated him with utter 
contempt and disdain, not listening to his sane advice which was intended for your 
own welfare’. [What was the result? Marich lost his life for no fault of his. You 
brought Sita to Lanka, and this led to Hanuman coming here and killing our son 
Akshay Kumar and setting the city of Lanka on fire. Is it not enough to make you 
alarmed?] (9) 


In the royal court of king Janak, all the great kings and princes of the world had 
assembled, and you, who claim to possess huge strength and immense powers, were 
present there too (weren’t you)’. (10) 


In that assembly, he (Lord Ram) had broken the bow (of Lord Shiva) and wed the 
daughter of Janak (i.e. Sita)’. Why didn’t you challenge him at that time and defeat 
him in order to claim the hands of Sita right then and there?° (11) 


[Note—'When Marich and Subahu and other demons had gone to disrupt sage 
Vishwamitra’s fire sacrifice which Lord Ram and Laxman were protecting, the Lord 
had killed all the other demons but spared Marich’s life by shooting him with a 
headless arrow which struck Marich with such a force that he was immediately flung 
to a far away island in the middle of the ocean. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 210.} 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
24—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 26. 
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Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
250. 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
262; (11) Doha no. 292. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede Doha no. 
292. 

Aren’t you ashamed of yourself? All other assembled kings and princes had at 
least shown the courage to rise in revolt against Janak, although they were subdued 
immediately because sage Parashuram had intervened angrily to protest the breaking 
of the bow. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that 
precede Doha no. 266; and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede Doha no. 268.} 

But you had chosen to escape silently without letting anyone know that you 
are gone. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 256.} 

Tell me, where was your valour and courage and dare devilry then? Had you 
challenged Lord Ram for a duel at that time and defeated him, you would not only 
have got Sita as a trophy but would also have gained immense fame and world-wide 
recognition. Tell me, what stopped you from doing it? Instead of claiming Sita as your 
rightful prize, you stole her slyly like a thief. Is this how a brave warrior acts; is this 
the character of a brave soul that you pretend to be? Verily, the actual way you 
behaved shows you in a very poor light, more like that of a coward and a scoundrel 
than any warrior worth his name. | 


Raft Ga Wg set ANT | Tat Frere atha ae ANT 22 1 
yar & ata qe at i cafe cea ale cast Fares g3 N 


surapati suta jana'i bala thora. rakha ji'ata amkhi gahi phora. 12. 
supanakha kai gati tumha dékhi. tadapi hrdayam nahim laja bisési. 13. 


The son of the king of Gods (i.e. Jayant, who was the son of Indra) believed that he 
(Lord Ram) did not have much strength and powers. But though Jayant committed a 
grave impropriety yet the Lord spared his life by just blinding him in one eye’. (12) 


You have witnessed the miserable fate that Supernakha had suffered’, and yet you 
aren’t ashamed of anything. (13) 


[Note—'This episode is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 2. 

Briefly it is this: Jayant doubted the might of Lord Ram, so he assumed the 
form of a crow and went to prick Sita with his sharp beak. When Lord Ram saw blood 
oozing out of the wound, he picked a blade of grass and shot it at Jayant. No one in 
the world dared to shelter him against Lord Ram’s arrow. Finally he was advised by 
sage Narad to go and plead for mercy with Lord Ram. The Lord took pity upon him 
and said that since his arrow can’t go in vain so it would take out one eye of Jayant 
and spare his life. Thus, the ‘crow’ was left blinded in one eye. 


4062 


*This episode is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 17—to Doha no. 22. 

Mandodari severely chides Ravana, saying sarcastically, ““Supernakha happens 
to be your sister, and when she came wailing to you to complain that her nose and 
ears had been cut by Lord Ram, why did you not immediately go and attack him to 
take revenge and settle scores? Why couldn’t you avenge her insult directly instead of 
taking recourse to deceit and falsehood by becoming a mendicant to steal Lord Ram’s 
wife instead? Is your cowardly, lowly, stupid and mean act not enough to put you to 
shame?” ] 


ao. afr fana ax guile i get Hater | 
allel Uh Ot Ara ate Ag TAHA Il BE N 

doha. 

badhi birādha khara disanahi lilan hatyo kabandha. 

bali ēka sara maryo tehi janahu dasakandha. 36. 


He (Lord Ram) had slayed, without the least effort as if it was a sporting activity for 
him, the demons named Viradha', Khar, Dushan? and Kabandha*. Not only this, he 
had slayed Baali* (king of Kishkindha and the elder brother of Sugriv) with a single 
arrow. 

Tell me oh Ravana (“dasakandha”; literally someone with ‘ten shoulders’, 
implying ‘ten heads’, one head over one shoulder)—don’t you know about these 
developments? Aren’t you yourself aware that these deaths cannot be caused by an 
ordinary person; hasn’t this thought crossed your mind and caused a lot of alarm to 
you’? (Doha no. 36) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 7. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 20; and Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 23. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
33. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 8; and Sortha no. 33-a. 


‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 22 along with Chaupai line nos. 
1-36 that follow it.] 
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jēhirn jalanatha bamdhaya'u héla. utaré prabhu dala sahita subéla. 1. 
karunika dinakara kula kētū. duta pathaya'u tava hita hetu. 2. 
sabha majha jéhim tava bala matha. kari baritha mahum mrgapati jatha. 3. 


He (Lord Ram) had tied the ocean by constructing a bridge across it as if it were a 
sport for him (i.e. he achieved this stupendous feat of building a bridge across the 
turbulent surface of the mighty ocean, a feat never ever done heretofore, without the 
least effort)', and then landed in Lanka at Mt. Subel with his formidable army’. [Were 
you asleep then; what were you doing? Why couldn’t you stop him from building the 
bridge first, and then why couldn’t you muster courage to stop him from landing in 
Lanka and pitching the camp for his huge army on Mt. Subel, right under your nose?] 


(1) 


That merciful Lord (karunika) who is the flag-bearer of the glory of the Solar race 
(dinakara kula kétU) had been so kind and gracious that he chose to send a 
messenger of peace to your court keeping in mind your interests and welfare. 

[To wit, Lord Ram decided to give a chance to peace by sending Angad as his 
messenger to you to explore the possibility of making peace and avoiding a war 
because he is so merciful that he did not wish to willingly become an instrument of 
your ruin, and instead forgive you for all your mischief in case you realized your 
mistakes and were willing to relent and make amends.]° (2) 


In the middle of the full court that emissary had crushed your strength and trampled 
upon your honour fearlessly* just like a brave lion enters a herd of elephants and 
vanquishes their pride by killing one of them’. (3) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 4—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 5. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
11. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede Doha no. 
17 where Lord Ram makes his intentions clear, at the time of sending Angad as his 
emissary to Ravana, that he wants to act in a way that would be conducive for the 
good and welfare of the demon king although the latter was his enemy and was 
definitely at fault. The Lord instructs Angad that he should explore the possibility if 
any strategy can be devised by which whatever is done could be for the welfare and 
good of Ravana. 


‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
32—to Doha no. 35-a. 

Briefly it so happened that Angad, who was sent by Lord Ram to see if 
something could be done to avoid the war and peace could be restored, and Ravana 
had a heated argument, each trying to out wit and embarrass the other and talk him 
down. Their interaction started on a softer note but soon degenerated into a no-holds 
barred acerbic verbal spat, with both of them shooting volleys of disparaging remarks 
and scalding taunts at each other, casting aspersions at each other’s self-esteem, 
character, honour and integrity. Tempers rose sharply and the angry verbal dual 
became exceedingly bitter, sarcastic, caustic, acrimonious and hostile in nature by 
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degrees, with both Ravana and Angad leaving no stone unturned at insulting and out- 
witting each other. 

What started, therefore, as a formal dialogue between Angad and Ravana to 
explore the possibility of ending hostility by a negotiated settlement of outstanding 
issues, gradually descended into a dirty cesspool of nasty tit-for-tat involving personal 
attacks and disparaging comments on each other’s character and integrity, leading to a 
rapid rise in temper, abrasiveness and impertinence of the words used, and the 
contemptuous tone in the speech employed in the exchange. 

This melodramatic episode, with its singularly theatrical histrionics not found 
elsewhere in the entire story of the Ramayan, is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 20—to Doha no. 35. 

At the climax however, when Angad realized that Ravana is not amenable as 
the latter was exceptionally stubborn and arrogant, as well as in the throes of death 
and destined for destruction, which had eclipsed his wisdom and blinded his 
reasoning, he became exasperated so much so that he finally decided to end this 
meeting by completely demolishing Ravana’s pride and esteem, and proving to him 
that his time was up, and that all his talk of might and power and strength and 
invincibility was mere bluster and nothing but hollow sound of a drum, a sound that is 
louder from a drum which is equally large, with a big hollow in the inside. 

Thus, before leaving Ravana’s court Angad did two things that completely 
demolished the remnants of Ravana’s esteem and dignity in full view of the demon 
court. The first deed was this: Angad thumped the ground with his clenched fists so 
violently that there was a minor quake and Ravana lost his balance. All his ten crowns 
toppled down and fell to the ground; some of these crowns were picked up by 
Ravenna and put on his head, while some were kicked by Angad as if he was kicking 
a football, and these landed in front of Lord Ram who was sitting in his camp on Mt. 
Subel. This first deed of Angad to humiliate Ravana is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Doha no. 32-a along with Chaupai line nos. 1-10 that precede it. 

As if it was not sufficient enough to embarrass and humiliate his adversary 
Ravana and put him to abject shame in the front of his royal court, Angad did another 
remarkable thing of bravery and courage that cast a pall of gloom and despair to 
descend on the entire assembly, leaving Ravana morally defeated and emotionally 
depressed and dejected and forlorn like a vanquished warrior who has lost all hopes of 
victory. Angad stamped his foot on the ground with an open challenge to Ravana to 
move it. The bet was that if Ravana could move Angad’s foot then it would be 
deemed that Ravana has won and Lord Ram has lost, and on the other hand if Ravana 
could not move Angad’s foot then he must concede defeat and surrender. Ravana and 
many of his demon warriors failed to move Angad’s foot, either individually or 
exerting all their energy and might together. This event signified Ravana’s total defeat 
and his complete moral subjugation; it demoralized him and subjected him to abject 
humiliation like the one he had never experienced before in his career. This second 
deed of Angad to humiliate Ravana is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 34—to Doha no. 35-a. 


‘`The analogy is apt here because Ravana was surrounded by so many of his brave 
demon warriors whereas Angad was all alone. The lion is not afraid by a herd of 
elephants; it would pounce on the back of one of them to kill his prey even as other 
elephants may watch in vain. 

The same idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 19.] 
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angada hanumata anucara jaké. rana bamkuré bira ati bamké. 4. 
tēhi kaham piya puni puni nara kahahū. mudha mana mamata mada bahahi. 
5. 


It is such an aggravated irony of a doomed fate that you are unable to see the reality 
that stares right in your face, and you have become blind to it. Why, don’t you know 
that Hanuman and Angad are exceptionally able, strong and brave warriors who have 
no match in this world, who are so dauntless in battle? 

The gentleman whom they serve so diligently, loyally, faithfully and 
obediently, how stupid it is for you to treat that person (i.e. Lord Ram) as an ordinary 
human being'? Why do you wish to carry the burden of guilt on your head; why are 
you so driven by a false sense of pride and made irrational by arrogance that you can’t 
see what is obvious. 

[To wit, why don’t you understand that there must be something unique and 
great in Lord Ram that these two mighty warriors Angad and Hanuman chose to serve 
him and seek his refuge? They don’t raise their heads before Lord Ram, and do what 
they are told to do without as much as asking ‘why’. Then say, why don’t you come 
to terms with reality and end your hostility with Lord Ram?] (4-5) 


[Note—'Any great warrior worth his name would not like to serve anyone so humbly 
and obediently, without as much as even raising his head before the master or lord 
they serve or ask any question or requesting to be told the rationale behind any 
instruction issued by the master to him, like the way Angad and Hanuman serve Lord 
Ram. 

Surely both Angad and Hanuman must have observed something unique in 
Lord Ram that convinced them he was not an ordinary human being but someone who 
possessed supernatural powers, someone who is divine and great, someone who is 
endowed with some extraordinarily great mystical powers. 

So here Mandodari severely chides her husband Ravana why is he not able to 
see tell-tale signs that are self-evident. After all, did Ravana not see the prowess of 
Hanuman when he had killed his son Akshay Kumar and had fearlessly burnt Lanka 
and equally fearlessly went back from the city, with no one daring to stop him? Then 
once again, Angad his trounced his pride and crushed his honour and self-esteem in 
full view of the court, and like Hanuman he too went back unchallenged. 

Are these not enough signs of their fearlessness, boldness, courage, valour, 
prowess, strength, invincibility and dare devilry that have surpassed even the 
combined might of the whole demon army that prides itself for these grand virtues 
that make for a great warrior? 

Surely then there must be something special in Lord Ram that motivated and 
inspired both Angad and Hanuman to seek the Lord’s blessing and patronage, and 
serve him so faithfully and deligently. ] 


Bes cha Ha UG fatten | Het AIA AA SUT A AMT N G N 
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ciel cS We HIS A ANT lets rt aot afg fara ii oi 
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ahaha kanta krta rama birodha. kala bibasa mana upaja na bodha. 6. 
kala danda gahi kāhu na mara. hara'i dharma bala bud'dhi bicara. 7. 
nikata kala jehi avata sam. tēhi bhrama ho'i tumharihi na'im. 8. 


Alas my beloved husband (ahaha kanta)! It is so unfortunate and sad that inspite of 
being aware of all the above facts you still chose to be hostile to Lord Ram. It is 
because you are under the firm grip of ‘Kaal’ (the factor of ‘time’ that governs the 
span of a living being’s life in this mortal world) so much that all your wisdom and 
intelligence and prudence have been eclipsed. (6) 


Verily indeed, ‘Kaal’ does not kill anyone by hitting him with a baton, but it employs 
a subtle way of achieving that end, and that way is by robbing the doomed creature’s 
goodness and virtues by which he might have done good deeds, acted righteously, 
practiced probity and propriety in life and his dealings with others, or by robbing his 
strength so quietly and imperceptibly that the affected creature is not even aware that 
he has become very weak till the time of testing his strength comes, or by clouding his 
wisdom, decimating his intelligence and the power to think rightly to such an extent 
that he is turned into a dumb-witted and worthless stupid fellow who is not even 
shadow of his former illustrious self. (7) 


My lord (sa'im)! When Kaal comes calling near a creature then the latter becomes as 
deluded and overcome by hallucinations as has become of you. 

[To wit, when the end of a person is near then he will do all the wrong things 
and take all the wrong decisions, and no matter how hard it is tried to show him that 
he is treading a wrong path that would lead to his ruin, he simply wouldn’t listen. The 
same thing applies to you it certainly seem, for you too appear to be under the firm 
grip of Kaal so much so that your wisdom and intelligence seem to have totally 
abandoned you, leaving you sinking in a dark void of delusions and hallucinations 
that have prompted you to slide towards your own destruction. Alas, it is so sad and 
dismaying that this seems to be the fiat of your fate and the writ of your destiny over 
which no one has any control whatsoever. | (8) 


alo. Ge AAA aes Wt stag WE fra dg | 
pariy Tata Abst Aer fae HE TE N 39 N 
doha. 


du'i suta maré dahé'u pura ajahunř pūra piya déhu. 
krpasindhu raghunatha bhaji natha bimala jasu léhu. 37. 


Two of you sons have died; your city has been burnt to ashes’. Oh my dear husband 

(piya)! Inspite of these calamities, your body is still whole, and you are unharmed as 
2 
yet’. 

Oh Lord (natha); worship Lord Raghunath (Lord Ram) who is like an ocean 

of mercy, compassion and kindness. By doing this you will gain good fame and pure 
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glory (as this act of yours would be auspicious, righteous and proper, and it would 
automatically have its due rewards.’ (Doha no. 37) 


[Note—'You boast so much of your valour and strength. Tell me—where were you 
and what had happened to you famed valour, strength and powers when your sons 
died and when your city of Lanka was burnt to ashes? Why didn’t, and why couldn’t, 
you stop these calamities happening right under your nose? Why couldn’t you stop 
Kaal from carrying out these two things—killing your sons and having your city 
burnt? So how will you stop the same Kaal from killing you? Don’t you realise that 
Kaal has been emboldened by your inability to stop him then, and so now this time 
around the Kaal will strike you harder, and with more confidence. 

Who were the two sons of Ravana that Mandodari mentioned as being killed, 
and by whom were they killed? 

The first son was Akshay Kumar, and he was slayed by Hanuman—apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 18 and 
Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it. 

The second son was killed by Angad when he had gone as Lord Ram’s 
emissary to Ravana. This son was as bad mannered as his father Ravana. He was 
playing when Angad met him. The interaction that followed between the two soon 
became heated and acerbic. Ravana’s son, as was his habit, raised his leg to kick 
Angad, at which the latter grabbed him and smashed him to the ground, instantly 
killing Ravana’s second son. This event occurred prior to Mandodari’s fourth and last 
attempt to persuade Ravana to end his hostile attitude towards Lord Ram, and it is 
narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-7 that precede Doha 
no. 18. 


?To wit, though horribly frightening things have been happening here, yet you are still 
safe, and therefore you still have time to take precautionary steps that no further 
damage is done, and no personal harm comes to you. It is said that one must save the 
harvest while there is time. So you must take immediate remedial measures to avoid 
further damage. 


“If you abandon hostility towards Lord Ram and return his wife Sita, whom you have 
wrongfully stolen, then be sure this deed of yours will give you immense fame and 
glory—because it is the right thing to do. 

On the other hand, even if you manage to win the war, you will get nothing 
but infamy and ignominy as a person who was so highly pervert, sinful, evil and 
unscrupulous that he abducted another person’s wife to satisfy his lust, and when that 
person came to free his wife you had the temerity to defeat him in battle just to prove 
that you are more powerful. But this proving of your might, even if it’s successfully 
achieved, is not with some auspicious and righteous objective, but it is to satisfy your 
perversity, arrogance and rapacity. 

How do you imagine that this thing would give you any good name? No, I 
must tell you that it would be a very shameful and ignominious victory even if you do 
become victorious in the war! I’d be myself ashamed to call you my husband in such 
a scenario. | 


do, ahaa am fara wart aut was ste era faerie it 
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nari bacana suni bisikha samana. sabhānř gaya'u uthi hota bihana. 1. 
baitha ja'i singhasana phull. ati abhimana trasa saba bhull. 2. 


The stern words of Mandodari that were shot at Ravana were like sharp arrows that 
wounded his pride and ego’. 
[The night passed, and—] The next morning Ravana went to his court. (1) 


He forgot (or pretended to forget) all his worries and fears, and sat very proudly on 
his throne (putting up a bold face, and letting all the demons know that their king is 
fearless and not at all worried by the impending war)’. (2) 


[Note—'Mandodari’s scorching rebuke left Ravana squirming in embarrassment; he 
was stunned, peeved and exasperated all at once. But how much he may have become 
angry inside himself and appalled at his wife’s audacity to tell him all the things that 
she boldly dared to say, things surely he wouldn’t have like to hear, yet he still kept 
quiet as he knew that she was speaking the truth. It goes to Ravana’s credit that he did 
not take any revenge against Mandodari throughout the war for speaking the truth on 
his face. 

But why; why did he not take revenge on Mandodari? There are reasons for 
this: One reason is that whatever she told him, no matter how bitter it may have been, 
were said in private, in their personal apartment, and not in public as was the case 
with others such as his own brother Vibhishan, then again his other brother 
Kumbhakaran, and his trusted messenger Suka, as well as his aged courtier 
Malayawant. On all these occasions Ravana had shown his anger at the speaker 
because it was a public chiding of a kingdom’s king, which obviously no sovereign 
would tolerate. The other reason is that Ravana loved Mandodari, and her repeated 
pleadings only proved to him that she too loved him intensely as she felt no hesitation 
in pointing out his weaknesses on his face inspite of being aware that all others who 
had advised him almost on the same lines were punished. 

We read in Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 
10, verse nos. 36-61, that towards the end of the war Ravana has explicitly told 
Mandodari that she should stop worrying about him as he has willingly chosen to die 
at the hands of Lord Ram because he knows the Lord to be an incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu, the Supreme Being, and by dying at the Lord’s hands he would be able to free 
his soul (Atma) that is trapped inside his evil body of a demon. This would grant him 
deliverance, emancipation and salvation as well as eternal peace, bliss and beatitude 
all at one go. What better could it be! So, since he is fighting this war for his own 
good, as well as for the good of all other demons who would die before Lord Ram and 
are sure to find deliverance themselves, he must not be stopped, and neither will he. 

Forsooth and without gainsay therefore, Ravana had not fought Lord Ram 
because the Lord was his worldly enemy whose wife he had wished to keep, as the 
world thinks, but because this fight was the only way by which Ravana’s sacred 
Atma, his soul and pure consciousness that is eternally pure and holy, would be freed 
from his evil body of a demon which had become like a hard shell of a coconut or a 
walnut that is not easy to break. Just as these hard shells need an external medium to 
break them, Ravana’s soul too needed an external medium to pierce his body so that 
his Atma could escape from the slit thus formed and find its freedom. 
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And Ravana had been correct in his thinking, for when he finally died his soul 
emerged from his body as a shaft of dazzling light and went straight to enter the body 
of Lord Ram, signifying the merger of the individual Atma with the cosmic Atma that 
Lord Ram represented. This fact has been clearly narrated in Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103; and Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 11, verse nos. 78-79. 

The celestial sage Narad had made it absolutely clear to the assembled gods, 
who were very astonished at Ravana’s soul merging with the Soul of Lord Ram, that 
even though the world recognized Ravana as an evil demon but he was pure and holy 
internally, and that he had fought the Lord not out of any animosity but with the sole 
objective of attaining liberation and deliverance of his soul, to find emancipation and 
salvation for his tormented self, for attaining eternal beatitude and felicity that is 
usually not available to even the most learned sages and ascetics. Refer: (1) Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 11, verse nos. 80-87; and (ii) Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 114. 

And what about others; what about the fate of Ravana’s demon army and its 
individual soldiers who had laid down their lives in the battle-field? Well, they too 
attained deliverance and emancipation. This is explicitly said in Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-9 that precede Doha no. 114. 


?This external show of confidence and defiance was a very necessary strategy for 
Ravana so as to keep the morale of his army high. If he had sulked and given the 
slightest hint that he is worried and upset then the war would have been lost even 
before its beginning. And if that happened, if his demons had deserted him in the 
beginning en masse, then all his planning of dying and finding liberation for his soul 
would have come to a naught. ] 


Bet Wa sitefe aerat | ang aA ia fate Arar i 3 N 
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iham rama angadahi bolava. ā'i carana pankaja siru nava. 3. 
ati ādara samipa baithari. bolé bihamsi krpala kharari. 4. 


[We now resume the Story by picking up the thread from where we had left it earlier, 
i.e. from the point where Angad left Ravana’s court to return to his own camp— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 35-a. 

After leaving Ravan’s court, Angad returned to his own camp. When Lord 
Ram was informed of his arrival, he called Angad and affectionately made him sit 
very close to him and report about the developments so that the next course of action 
can be decided upon. ] 


Here (i.e. on Mt. Subel, where the army of monkeys and bears had made their camp), 
Lord Ram called Angad’. The latter went and reverentially bowed his head at the feet 
of the Lord. (3) 


To show great affection and honour to Angad, Lord Ram, who was the slayer of the 
demon named Khar (krpala kharārī), asked him most respectfully’ to sit down near 
him, and then the Lord said to him, --- (4) 
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[Note—'Upon his return from Lanka, Angad did not go straight to Lord Ram, but sent 
someone to inform the Lord of his arrival. Why did Angad refrain from going straight 
to the Lord? One, he wished to observe protocol, and it required him to first send a 
message that he has come back to report to the Lord, and now he seeks an 
appointment. Two, Angad was not sure if his mission would be considered as 
successful or failure by the Lord, so he wished to first send a feeler through a 
messenger to inform the Lord of his arrival from Lanka so that this messenger could 
come back and inform Angad how the Lord reacted at this news. 

Why was Angad doubtful about the success of his mission? It is because 
Angad had failed to persuade Ravana to return Sita to Lord Ram and avoid the 
devastating war inspite of his best efforts. He compared the result of his own mission 
with that of Hanuman: in the case of Hanuman the mission was successful because 
Sita had been found by him, but in his own case it could be regarded as not being 
completely successful because Ravana could not be persuaded to give Sita back and 
avoid the war. 

Besides this, he was not sure if Lord Ram had liked his action of kicking 
Ravana’s crowns without permission. But in this regard Angad felt that it would be 
alright with the Lord, for he had not been annoyed with Hanuman when told that the 
latter had burnt the city of Lanka without the Lord’s express permission. When a 
messenger, an envoy or an emissary is sent on a mission by his master, a lot of 
discretion and authority is given to him to deal with the situation on the ground as he 
deems fit and neccessary, as everything can’t be foretold and planned in advance. A 
good master or lord is one who gladly accepts what his ambassador has done and said. 
The only thing that the master would like to consider to judge his emissary’s 
performance is the latter’s integrity and loyalty to him, and see that the emissary has 
done nothing that undermines the master’s honour or sacrificed his interests. 

Both Hanuman and Angad had scored perfectly on these counts. So Lord Ram 
had been pleased with both of them when they came to report to him. 

To wit, when Angad was called by Lord Ram and shown special respect and 
honour, he felt very reassured that the Lord has not deemed his mission a failure or 
was annoyed with him in the least. On the other hand, the Lord’s warm welcome of 
Angad clearly hinted that the Lord was fully pleased with him. At the time of sending 
Angad as his emissary, the Lord had given him a lot of discretion and the authority to 
use his own wisdom according to the situation#, so he was within his right in doing 
what he did as long as he had proved himself loyal to the Lord, and protected his 
honour and cause. {#Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 
that precede Doha no. 17.} 

The main aim of Lord Ram in sending Angad as an emissary to Ravana was to 
prevent anyone saying at a later date that the Lord did not attempt to solve the vexed 
issue in a peaceful way, though if this matter had been sorted out peacefully, and 
without the war that led to the slaying of Ravana and his cruel demon hordes, then the 
very purpose of Lord Vishnu coming down as Lord Ram would have been defeated. 
For, after avoiding death, Ravana would have laid low for some time, and then would 
have resumed his old sinful and cruel ways once again, who knows not with a 
vengeance. The torments and horrors of the demon race that had made Mother Earth 
and the Gods pray to Lord Vishnu to save them would have continued unabated. 

The question is: If this is the case, if Lord Ram actually wanted to use this 
excuse of Ravana abducting Sita to get rid of the menace of the demons, then why did 
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choose to send an emissary to Ravana to find a peaceful way to end the confrontation, 
instead of going headlong into the war and slaying Ravana? 

The answer is this: Lord Ram is an ocean of mercy, compassion, kindness and 
grace, he is benevolent and magnanimous, he is forgiving and tolerant, he treats 
everyone alike. So he wished to give every possible chance to Ravana to improve 
himself and mend his vile ways. One sure indication of it would be his willingness to 
see his own fault and be ready to repent and apologize, not letting his ego and pride 
come in the way of repentance for wrong done, and promising to improve himself and 
not commit evil deeds in the future. By offering to make truce with Lord Ram, surely 
Ravana would have had to accept the Lord’s terms for peace, which obviously would 
have included, inter alia, a vow to stop his sinful and cruel ways forthwith, and to 
desist from terrorizing and tormenting the world henceforth. 

Ravana’s refusal to make peace with Lord Ram was therefore in line with the 
Lord’s wish and real objective—which was to eliminate Ravana along with his 
ferocious demons once and for all. Hence, there was no reason why Angad’s failure to 
persuade Ravana to make peace would at all annoy Lord Ram; rather, the Lord was 
glad that no such truce was made. 

This is the reason why Lord Ram “smiled” when he asked Angad to give 
details of his adventure (bōlē bihamnisi). 


*Lord Ram had many things in mind when he showed affection, respect and honour to 
Angad by receiving him warmly and making him sit very close. The Lord wanted to 
clearly tell everyone that he loves Angad as much as he loves Hanuman, and 
especially because his father Baali, at the time of his death, had entrusted Angad’s 
future in the hands of the Lord by making him his son’s guardian—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chanda line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 10. 

The Lord had shown great affection to Hanuman when he came back from 
Lanka with the news that Sita has been found—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 30; and (ii) once again in Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 33. Now, at that time Angad was watching how the 
Lord showered great honour, respect and affection on Hanuman. He (Angad) felt sad 
in his heart; he thought to himself that if it had been him, instead of his friend 
Hanuman, who had been successful in doing Lord Ram’s work, then it would have 
given him a chance of receiving the same honours and love that the Lord now gives 
Hanuman. Angad’s heart was very happy; he felt he did not live up to the Lord’s 
expectation; he felt that now onwards, Hanuman would be treated with favour by the 
Lord. 

Lord Ram is all-knowing and omniscient; he knows the very thought and the 
emotions of a creature as soon as they arise in his mind and heart. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 17.} 

This being so, the Lord immediately realised that Angad was feeling sad and 
heart-broken. ‘Well’, the Lord decided in his own heart, ‘I will compensate Angad for 
this. Next time I shall send him as my emissary, and when he comes back I’ll show 
him affection and honour no less than what I have shown to Hanuman. Nay, I’ll show 
him a bit more of it, because I owe this to him as his father has made me his 
guardian.’ This is why Lord Ram showed Angad ‘great respect and honour, while 
making him sit close to him’ (ati adara samipa baithari). 

Lord Ram also wished to tell Angad not to be afraid that he failed in his 
mission of persuading Ravana to give Sita back to the Lord and avoid the war, and 
that his action of kicking Ravana’s four crowns and sending them flying over to land 
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at the feet of the Lord was uncalled for and an indecent behaviour for a messenger. 
Perhaps this is the reason why Angad did not go directly to Lord Ram after returning 
from Lanka, but had to be called by the Lord to give his report (iham’ rama 
angadahi bolava). 

The third reason for this especial show of ‘great respect and honour’ by the 
Lord to Angad is that the latter was a “prince” of the kingdom of Kishkindha, and not 
an ordinary member of the army. Even Hanuman, who was the Lord’s favourite 
warrior, was not a prince; whereas Angad was. Hence he deserved some special 
treatment, some more respect and honour as compared to others. The other exception 
for this special treatment was Sugriv because he was the ‘king’ of the monkey 
kingdom of Kishkindha. 

It ought to be noted that though Lord Ram showed affection to both Hanuman 
and Angad, there was a bit of a difference between the two. For one, Angad had Lord 
Ram’s special sympathy and empathy because he was orphaned due to the death of 
his father Baali. Secondly, Lord Ram was made Angad’s guardian by Baali at the time 
of his death, a responsibility which the Lord had to fulfill under all circumstances; so 
therefore Lord Ram treated Angad as is foster son. Hanuman too had been elevated to 
this exalted position because Sita had also addressed him as her son. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 16.} But that 
was after Hanuman had repeatedly addressed Sita as “mother”. {For instance, refer to: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Doha no. 14 along with Chaupai line nos. 9-10 
that precede it; (ii) Doha no. 15; (iii) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 16.} 
Yet, Hanuman was not ‘orphaned’ like Angad. 

The fourth reason why Lord Ram showed such preferential treatment to 
Angad is that inspite of Ravana’s repeated provocation by way of reminding Angad of 
his father Baali* so that deep in his heart his suppressed resentment against those who 
caused his father’s death, i.e. Lord Ram and Sugriv, would burst out into the open, 
leading to Angad deserting Lord Ram’s cause, had failed, and Angad remained 
steadfast in his devotion and loyalty to the Lord. {*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 21; (11) Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 24; (iii) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 34.} 

So Lord Ram had a softer corner for Angad in his heart that no one else could 
replace. The Lord wished to tell Angad that he must never feel isolated, and never 
hesitate to approach the Lord, for he (Lord Ram) has great respect and affection for 
him. And in order to hint it, the Lord overtly showed ‘great respect and honour to 
Angad and made him sit close to him as he would have sat his own son’. ] 


area alae sitet Arata ART HE WSS AAT UG N 


Way WII Hot Steal | ISA Act Set BT VT RAT Ul & N 
ae Ape Te ait Bene | agg ad Hat fate aT i wl 
balitanaya kautuka ati mohi. tata satya kahu picha'un’ tohi. 5. 


ravanu jatudhana kula tika. bhuja bala atula jasu jaga lika. 6. 
tasu mukuta tumha cari cala'é. kahahu tata kavani bidhi pā'ē. 7. 
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[Lord Ram said to Angad—] ‘Oh son of Baali (balitanaya)! I am very amazed’ about 
one thing and am curious to learn more about it. So, oh my dear (tata), I request you 
to tell me the truth. (5) 


Ravana is the most acclaimed and the bravest member of the demon race, and he is 
famous in the world for the strength of his arms which has no match or parallel 
anywhere. (6) 


You had sent four of his crowns rolling here’; this is an amazing and astounding feat. 
So my dear (tata), I do really (appreciate your wondrous feat and I) wish to know 
how you managed to do it; how you managed to first get hold of them, and then send 
them rolling here.’ (7) 


[Note—'Many unprecedented and amazing things have occurred in this Lanka Kand 
besides the one Lord Ram refers to presently: Angad kicking the four crowns of 
Ravana, and sending them rolling over to Lord Ram. 

To begin with, the first was the construction of the floating bridge measuring a 
distance of 100 Yojans (800 miles approx.) across the choppy surface of the water of 
the ocean. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 1—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 2.} 

The next astonishing feat was how a single arrow shot by Lord Ram, almost 
casually from his camp on Mt. Subel, had gone and precisely struck the ten crowns on 
Ravana’s head, as well as his wife Mandodari’s earrings, making them all fall to the 
ground, and then, wonder of wonders, this arrow came back to enter Lord Ram’s 
quiver. The greatest wonder in this incident is that it was night time, and to shoot an 
arrow so precisely in the dark is absolutely stunning and truly amazing. {Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 13 along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
it.} 

The third miraculous and unbelievable thing is that none of the mighty 
demons, who had prided themselves for their stupendous muscular strength and 
astounding physical powers, who had conquered the whole world and ran through the 
heaven like an unstoppable juggernaut, hadn’t been able to move the foot of Angad 
when he planted them on the ground, no matter how hard they had tried, individually 
and jointly. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 34—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 35.} 

Likewise, many amazing deeds were done and many stunning feats were 
accomplished during the course of the war which we shall be reading by-and-by. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 32-a along with Chaupai line nos. 
3-10 that precede it.] 


Aaa Wad Tat iAH! A alle WA TA UM ic N 
Wa at se ds fader Ta St aals Ala He Aa Il S il 
vif et & ae Gere | are fer Sa are fÈ STN go N 
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sunu sarbagya pranata sukhakarl. mukuta na hohim bhupa guna cari. 8. 
sama dana aru danda bibhéda. nrpa ura basahim natha kaha béda. 9. 
niti dharma kē carana suha’é. asa jiyam jani natha pahim ā'ē. 10. 


Angad replied, ‘Listen oh Lord. You are all-knowing and omniscient (Sarbagya), and 
you bestow happiness to those who come to bow before you and seek shelter with you 
(pranata sukhakari). These are not ordinary crowns; but they symbolise the four 
great qualities and outstanding virtues that make a king great, that a great king must 
possess. (8) 


Oh Lord; the Vedas (which ancient scriptures that are repositories of knowledge and 
wisdom covering all spheres of human activity, including religious and secular) assert 
that a good king is one who always keeps in mind the four chief tools of statecraft 
(which he employs according to the situation at hand). These are the following: (i) the 
ability to arrive at a consensus and have a reconciliatory approach to the issue at hand 
that may seem vexing (Sama); (ii) the willingness to give liberally and make charity 
so that he acquires a good reputation as well as a following of loyal subjects who have 
benefited from his largesse (dana); (iii) the wisdom to decide when and how to use 
force or coercive methods in order to make things turn in his favour, and to punish an 
offender (danda); and (iv) the tact to create dissension in his opponents so that they 
fail to remain united (because then it would make them weak and easily 
manoeuvreable) (bibheda). (9) 


The four crowns of Ravana (that had come flying to you when I kicked them) 
represented these aforementioned stellar qualities of diplomacy and good governance 
that a great king must possess as envisioned and espoused by the scriptures. When 
they found Ravana not fit for them, they came on their own to you to present 
themselves at your feet”.’ (10) 


[Note—' “Oh Lord,” said Angad, “you know the mystery behind the four crowns; you 
know what they actually signify. Yet, since you have asked me, well then, I shall tell 
you what I think about them, and why they came rolling over to you after abandoning 
Ravana. Oh Lord, you have told me to “tell the truth”, so I shall tell you the true 
mystery or secret behind these four crowns as I understand it.” 


“What an excellent interpretation has been done by Angad. The crowns on the head of 
Ravana symbolized the virtues of a great king. The four crowns representing the four 
excellent qualities of a great king as enumerated herein above decided to leave 
Ravana because he had lately lost his eligibility to wear them. So they first left 
Ravana’s head by falling to the ground, which means they abandoned him, and when 
he tried to put them back on his head they virtually refused and pleaded with Angad to 
move them out of Ravana’s physical reach. Nay, they not only refused to go back to 
Ravana but also asked Angad to get them out of Lanka as fast as he could. The only 
way to do so was to kick them and send them flying away out reach of Ravana and his 
demons. These four crowns landed before Lord Ram and sought acceptance by him. 

Angad summed up his experience of Ravana’s character by using this 
metaphor of the four crowns. This in brief explained why he was unable to persuade 
Ravana to make truce; it was because Ravana lacked any of the four qualities needed 
by a king to resolve a vexed issue. 

How was Angad justified in making this conclusion? Let us analyse: 
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The first virtue is ‘reconciliation’ (Sama): Ravana obviously was not in its 
favour. 

The second virtue is ‘being liberal in gifting or giving’ (dana): Ravana 
obstinately refused to give Sita back for no rhyme or reason. 

The third is ‘punishment or use of force’ (danda): Ravana failed to either 
punish or use force against all those who offended him, viz. Hanuman, Angad, 
Vibhishan (his brother who deserted him to join Lord Ram), Suka (his messenger who 
pleaded with him to end hostility with Lord Ram, as well as lavishly praised the 
Lord), and Mandodari (his wife who too did what Suka had done). 

And lastly, the fourth is ‘create dissension in the rank of the enemy’ 
(bibhéda): Ravana failed in this skill too because instead of creating dissension in the 
enemy quarter he created an enemy in his own brother Vibhishan who deserted him 
and joined his adversary’s camp. Another instance of his failure in this sphere of 
statecraft is his attempt to incite Angad to revolt against Sugriv and Lord by 
reminding him repeatedly they were the cause of death of his father Baali, but Angad 
did not bite his bait. ] 


ao, ate wy ve frre caret forrest Tea | 
afe ute Wa se gag aaea 32 (CH ) 
doha. 


dharmahina prabhu pada bimukha kala bibasa dasasisa. 
téhi parihari guna a'é sunahu kosaladhisa. 38 (a). 


[Angad continued—] ‘Listen oh Lord of Kaushal (“kOsaladhisa”; i.e. Lord Ram, the 
Lord of the kingdom of Ayodhya, of which ‘Kaushal’ was another name)! The ten- 
headed Ravana (dasasisa) has no Dharma’ left in him; he has abandoned this noble 
way of life (dharmahina). Not only this, he is opposed to you, and has no affection 
and devotion for your holy feet (prabhu pada bimukha)’, and to compound the 
problems and make matters worse for him he is also under the influence of Kaal 
(death) which has gripped him in its vice-like grip, completely obstructing his wisdom 
and eclipsing his common sense, thereby preventing him from being rationale and 
acting wisely (kala bibasa)’. 

Under these unfortunate and negative circumstances (which are unbecoming 
of a king and cause his downfall), the four noble and positive virtues that make a 
creature great, righteous, respected and honourable (and which a king must possess) 
decided to leave him and come to you in a symbolic manner, to take refuge with you 
(in the guise of the four crowns that came rolling over to you, because these excellent 
virtues I have mentioned herein above* thought that Ravana was not a proper 
candidate to lend the glories associated with them to him).’ (Doha no. 38-a) 


[Note—'The term “Dharma” covers a wide spectrum of excellent qualities that makes 
a person renowned and worthy of great respect and honour. The term would therefore 
include such good virtues as righteousness, auspiciousness, probity, propriety, noble 
thought and conduct, ethics, morality, and everything else that is laudable and worthy 
of emulation. 
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*Lord Ram is deemed to be an embodiment of all the excellent qualities that come 
under the umbrella of the term ‘Dharma’; the Lord is an upholder of ‘Dharma’. And 
one of the many facets or aspects of Dharma is to be respectable to the Supreme 
Being. 

Lord Ram is a personified form of the Supreme Being too, and since he is an 
upholder of Dharma, so therefore anyone who is disrespectable to the Lord is showing 
disrespect to the Supreme Lord of this creation as well as Dharma. 

Refer also to: (a) what Angad has said to Ravana in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha no. 35; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 
that precede Doha no. 27; and (b) what Mandodari tells Ravana in Chaupai line no. 8 
that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 15. 

To wit, since Ravana was opposed and hostile to Lord Ram, the virtues of 
Dharma decided that their place was not with Ravana but with Lord Ram. So they 
abandoned the demon king Ravana, and instead sought refuge with the king of 
Kaushal, Lord Ram. 


*Even Ravana’s wife Mandodari has concluded that her husband is acting recklessly 
and refuses to heed any kind of good advice because he is under the grip of death, and 
it is the fiat of fate and the writ of destiny that he is now destined to die, so it’s useless 
to talk with him and make him see reason—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 37; (b) Lanka Kand, (11) Chaupai line 
no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8; (iii) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 16; (iv) 
Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 37; (v) Chaupai line no. 13 that precedes 
Doha no. 104. 


“The ‘four grand virtues’ that abandoned Ravana are mentioned by Angad in Chaupai 
line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 38 herein above. ] 


TR Aaa stat APA Fass WA Sar | 
PATA UP Aa He WS OH ATHAT 32 (AW) 


parama caturata Sravana suni bihamisé ramu udara. 
samācāra puni saba kahé garha kē balikumara. 38 (b). 


Hearing this witty answer of Angad, the son of Baali (bālikumāra), the magnanimous 
and benevolent Lord Ram (rāmu udāra) smiled politely (as the Lord was amused by 
Angad’s cleverness and presence of mind)". 

Then, Angad proceeded to give a report to the Lord and brief him about Lanka 
and its fort”. (Doha no. 38-b) 


[Note—'Observing that the Lord was pleased with his answer as was evident when 
the Lord ‘smiled’, Angad felt glad. He then gave a detailed account of Lanka and its 
fort to the Lord so that strategic planning for the military offensive can be finalised. 
There was one occasion earlier when Lord Ram has smiled in a similar way. It 
was when, after pitching his camp on Mt. Subel, the Lord had observed the moon 
rising in the eastern sky and had asked his companions what they made of it, 
Hanuman had offered a witty answer, saying that the slight darkness in the brilliance 
of the moon’s disc is due to the fact that an image of the Lord, who has a dark 
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complexion, resides in the heart of the Moon God as the latter is the Lord’s ardent 
devotee, and the dark shade in the moon’s otherwise silvery disc is a reflection of the 
Lord’s image permanently residing in the heart of the deity of the moon. {Apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 12.} 

With this clever answer, Angad endeared himself to Lord Ram and placed 
himself on the same pedestal as Hanuman; he showed that he is no less devoted to the 
Lord than his friend Hanuman was. And that is why Lord Ram ‘smiled’. 

The Lord’s ‘smile’ meant that he was very amused by the reply of Angad as 
much as he was by the reply of Hanuman earlier. 


*We have read earlier that Angad had walked through the streets of Lanka on his way 
to the palace of Ravana; he had also met and killed one of Ravana’s sons on the way. 
As he walked like a conqueror through the avenues of the city of Lanka, the demon 
citizens thought that he was the same monkey (Hanuman) who had burnt their city 
earlier; so they were so terrified of him and out of their wits that they swiftly moved 
away from his path wherever he went, and some even volunteered to show him the 
way to Ravana’s court just in order to avoid his sterns glance questioning them, 
fearing to invite his wrath if they demurred and failed to give him the correct 
direction. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 18 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 3-10 that precede it.} 

Angad had taken careful mental notes of his surroundings and a layout of the 
city, as well as its level of security and preparedness in case of an assault, as he 
headed to Ravana’s court. The city was expected to be on the highest level of alert as 
the news of an invading army already camping on the shore of the island of Lanka had 
already reached it, and it was the talk of the town. So Angad’s report was quite 
accurate and updated. A lot must have changed since Hanuman’s visit; so the final 
strategy for the offensive was devised on Angad’s field report that was current. 

What was the outline of Angad’s brief? We shall get a clear hint of it in 
Chaupai line no. 2 herein below—in which Lord Ram has summoned his advisors to 
say that the fort of Lanka has four giant and strong gates, and therefore the strategy 
for breaching the defenses of Lanka should be devised accordingly. | 


dio, RAH Aaa Hag UI WH Aaa Wa Prem) SENT I g UI 
went ate eat eae | cafe far Ra arg fara i 2 N 


caupa’. 


ripu kē samacara jaba pā'ē. rama saciva saba nikata bola’é. 1. 
lanka bamké cari du'ara. kēhi bidhi lāgi'a karahu bicara. 2. 


{From now onwards, the author of this Book will narrate the thrilling and awe- 
inspiring proceedings of the ‘Great Epic War of Lanka’ as if he were a war 
correspondent writing his memoirs based not only on his own recollections of the 
events as they unfolded at that time but also by collating vivid descriptions presented 
by other contemporary correspondents who had themselves witnessed this Epic Saga. 
This approach will present to the esteemed reader of this magnificent Book a vivid, a 
four-dimensional, and a comprehensive picture of the events that unfolded during the 
Epic War of Lanka. In fact, as must have been noted by now by my respected readers, 
this has been a constant feature of our Book—that we have read four classical Texts 
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all throughout our reading, as it helps one to be acquainted with the Story from four 
different angles, aspects or perspectives. 

To wit, the ‘four war correspondents’ whose detailed description of the War of 
Lanka that have been cited and collated here stand for the four classical Texts which 
we shall be quoting, and, as said above, which we have actually been doing 
throughout our Book, viz. Ram Charit Manas, Kavitawali Ramayan, Geetawali 
Ramayan, and Adhyatma Ramayan. 

That said, now let us proceed. } 


When Lord Ram received all the vital bits of information regarding the enemy forces 
and their formidable fort of Lanka, he summoned all his ministers and said, --- (1) 


--- ‘Lanka has four strong, massive gates which are virtually impenetrable. How shall 
we lay siege to them and effectively breach them—think over this matter urgently and 
devise a strategy accordingly.’ (2) 


wa ale asa faster aft cea ferent Hot TT 3 
colt fara fre Ha Geran iat art alt HEH TATA Ul X I 
ma SATA bs 1 BMT Tae AA Tg TAS UG U 


taba kapisa ricchésa bibhisana. sumiri hrdayam dinakara kula bhūşana. 3. 
kari bicara tinha mantra drrhava. cari ani kapi kataku banava. 4. 
jathajoga sénapati kinhé. juthapa sakala boli taba linhé. 5. 


Then the three chief commanders of the Lord’s army, viz. Sugriv, the king of the 
monkeys, Jamvant who was the king of the bears, and Vibhishan who was a prince of 
the demon race and a brother of Ravana, and who had come to surrender and take 
refuge with Lord Ram earlier, remembered or invoked the glory of the Lord, who was 
like a jewel of the Solar race to which the family of the illustrious king Raghu 
belonged, in their hearts while pondering over the matter and consulting each other to 
finalise a strategy. 

[To wit, the chief commanders of the army prayed to the Supreme Being and 
invoked his grace before discussing the matter and arriving at a consensus. | (3) 


After thoroughly discussing the affair they arrived at a firm decision. They divided the 
mammoth army into four divisions, --- (4) 


--- And appointed an appropriate field commander for each division. After that, they 
called all the commanders and their subordinates as well as the rest of the warriors (to 
brief them of the strategy and the outline of the offensive)’. (5) 


[Note—'Since Lanka’s fort had four gates, it was felt necessary to divide the army 
into four divisions, with each division assigned the task to tackle one gate. ] 


WY wary cafe aa Tas Vas cafe eee HAT ame N & N 
atta wa at fax arate ite PR fear att Gert arate n 9 n 
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mik ASS Urey HUTA | SAT TEST HTT tf 


prabhu pratapa kahi saba samujha’e. suni kapi singhanada kari dhā'ē. 6. 
harasita rāma carana sira navahim. gahi giri sikhara bira saba dhāvahim. 7. 
garjahim tarjahim bhālu kapisa. jaya raghubira kōsalādhīsā. 8. 


When the mammoth army had assembled for a parade prior to the actual launch of the 
assault on Lanka, the chief commanders addressed it! to explain the rationale behind 
the war as well as to raise the morale of the warriors and infuse confidence in their 
rank and file by lauding the glory, the divinity, the mystical powers and the majesty of 
Lord Ram, their supreme commander. 

When the briefing ended and orders to proceed were given, the warriors of the 
Lord’s army surged forward to launch the assault with a thunderous roar like that 
made by an attacking lion. [Their roar reverberated in the sky like repeated claps of 
thunder emanating from a rapidly moving bank of dark clouds, and it made the earth 
tremble by its shock waves.]° (6) 


Before departure, the warriors bowed their heads before the holy feet of Lord Ram (to 
seek his blessings), and then grabbing large ragged boulders and rocks that resembled 
summits of huge mountains (because of their sheer size), the army dashed forward for 
the attack on the fort of Lanka. (7) 


The mighty monkey and bear warriors jumped enthusiastically and yelled ferociously 
as they roared with a thunderous war cry citing the name of Lord Ram: ‘Glory to the 
Lord of Kaushal; Glory to the brave King of the Raghu dynasty’ (jaya raghubira 
kosaladhisa)!’ 


[Note—'The army assembled for a briefing. The chief commanders of the army 
extolled the exemplary valour, courage, gallantry and strength of the warriors; the 
commanders further motivated the warriors by telling them about the glories, the 
mystical powers and the majesty of their supreme Lord and Commander-in-chief, i.e. 
Lord Ram, alongside explaining to them the righteous and noble cause for which this 
war was being fought. 

This briefing infused dynamism and energy into the rank and file of the Lord’s 
army that was already restless for action and raring to go; it filled the army with 
confidence of victory, and it injected vigour and enthusiasm into each soldier. The 
fuse was lit and the spark of fire spread rapidly through the army, which bubbled with 
enthusiasm so much that it was daring to face the enemy and determined to reduce it 
to smithereens. 

An army with high morale, an army that is sure it is fighting a just war, and an 
army that is confident to win a war, is more likely to actually win it than an army that 
is not certain of its own ground on principles of morality and righteousness of the 
cause for which it is expected to lay down its life. 


*A sky-shattering and ear-splitting uproar was raised as the formidable army of Lord 
Ram, of mammoth proportions, made its departure for launching the first wave of a 
massive and no-holds barred assault on the fort of Lanka, that would be followed by 
many more such waves of assaults as the war progressed from day to day. It was a 
war which would go down in the realms of history of warfare as one that was rivaled 
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by none else in its ferocity, dare devilry, gallantry, valour, courage and resilience 
shown by all those involved; it was an epic war which, though devastating and 
singularly calamitous, finally settled the matter in favour of a right cause by 
eliminating the elements that had undermined this cause; it was a war that marked the 
triumph of good over evil; it was a war that helped restore Dharma in this creation, 
Dharma that had earlier been overturned by the savagery of the demon race.] 


BAT UA gi Shr Crea WA WaT hA AA TRT N S UI 
were aft ag fafa at i ate Fart aerate A go n 


janata parama durga ati lanka. prabhu pratapa kapi calé asanka. 9. 
ghatatopa kari cahum disi ghéri. mukhahim nisāna bajavahirmh bhéri. 10. 


They (the monkeys and bears) knew that the fort of Lanka was exceptional strong and 
singularly formidable, making it virtually impregnable. Yet they were so much 
motivated and highly inspired by the remembrance of the glory and majestic powers 
of Lord Ram that they did not fear anything at all; they confidently and fearlessly 
proceeded ahead, with great zeal and dynamism. (9) 


The army approached the fort of Lanka from all the four directions as if dark clouds 
of doomsday rise from all the directions of the horizon to descend upon the earth and 
engulf it in a dark veil of death and destruction. While doing so, the warriors made 
chilling and ear-splitting war cries as if so many battle-drums and kettle-drums and 
war-trumpets were being played at the same time’. (10) 


[Note—'The clouds of the doomsday do not come silently; they come roaring and 
thundering. Their sound is so violent and blood-curdling that the creature dies out of 
sheer fear even before the actual land fall of havoc and destruction that these clouds 
unleash by way of ferocious storms, rapid lightening strikes and deluge that drowns 
everything. 

The scene of the huge aggressive army of monkeys and bears descending on 
the fort of Lanka from all corners of the island, roaring and thundering viciously, 
stomping the ground violently, yelling ferociously, baring their sharp teeth and 
showing their extended claws menacingly, was no less chilling than that of the rapidly 
moving clouds that cover the sky over the earth at the time of doomsday. | 


ao, Wah wa wa cheat wa Hate Aare | 

Tile iama He aa Het Aet Pia Ul 3S I 
doha. 
jayati rama jaya lachimana jaya kapisa sugriva. 
garjahim singhanada kapi bhalu maha bala sinva. 39. 


Verily indeed, the monkey and bear warriors, who exemplified the best of the 
combined virtues of valour, courage, strength and gallantry, roared enthusiastically 


4081 


like a fearless lion (the king of the forest and the lord of the animal kingdom), 
cheering their Lord Ram, his brother Laxman, as well as their own king Sugriv, the 
lord of the monkey kingdom. 

They yelled passionately in one voice: ‘Glory to Lord Ram; Glory to Laxman; 
Glory to Sugriv!’! (Doha no. 39) 


[Note—'In ancient times when wars were fought face-to-face in the battle-field 
between two great armies, unlike how wars are fought today, both the sides raised 
their own war cries that marked their independent identities. 

So while the army of monkeys and bears cheered their own commanders such 
as Lord Ram, Laxman and Sugriv, and at the same time made a lot of loud noise to 
announce that they have arrived and are ready for battle, the army of demons would 
respond by cheering their king Ravana and beating their own war-drums and sounding 
other instruments that are routinely played during battles to announce that they were 
ready too—apropos: Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede Doha no. 41 herein below. ] 


dio, eat Was AEA MNT LAAT SAP Bile éT Ul g 1 
cag wave ah fears i faeta frare Aa e N 2 
caupa’. 


lankam bhaya'u kolahala bhari. suna dasanana ati ahamikari. 1. 
dékhahu banaranha kéri dhitha'l. bihamisi nisacara séna bola’. 2. 


Meanwhile, there was a great tumult in Lanka. When the ten-headed Ravana, who 
was extremely arrogant and haughty, heard of the developments, --- (1) 


--- He said to himself with a sarcastic attitude, ‘Look how foolish and stubborn the 
monkeys are (that they have had the temerity to attack my city, thereby voluntarily 
pushing themselves into the jaws of death)!’ 

Thinking thus, he sneered scornfully and summoned (the commanders of) his 
demon army. (2) 


[Note—'Why did Ravana scoff with contempt at the news of the arrival of the 
monkey army? The answer is to be found shortly in what he said to his demon 
warriors. {Refer: Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that follow herein below. }] 


ST Hla let UL garda Ga Aian AT 3 

ata aie agate Go Hat ie aS ster fafer erat ¥ i 

que cae aie feta sre 1 aft aft ara abe Get TENG I 
a'e kisa kala kē preré. chudhavanta saba nisicara meré. 3. 


asa kahi attahasa satha kinha. grha baithém ahara bidhi dinha. 4. 
subhata sakala carihum disi jāhū. dhari dhari bhalu kisa saba khahi. 5. 


When Ravana stood to address his army of demon warriors that had assembled to hear 
his command, he haughtily observed: ‘These monkeys have been driven here by the 
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wind of their own death, and behold my demon warriors who are all hungry to devour 
them!’ (3) 


After making this contemptuous remark, he laughed derisively in a thunderous way to 
mock the monkeys. Then he turned to his demon army and ordered: ‘The Creator is so 
kind to us that he has served us food right at our doorstep, while we sit at home. [We 
are all hungry, and the Creator is so gracious that he has provided us food even 
without our going out to hunt for it.] (4) 


Oh you excellent demon warriors who are champions in their own right (subhata)! 
All of you go forthwith and proceed furiously in all the four directions; catch hold of 
the monkeys and the bears wherever you can find them, and then eat all of them up.” 


(5) 


[Note—'For quite some time now, none of the demons had dared to go out of the fort 
of Lanka to hunt and acquire food for the city because of fear of the monkeys and 
bears who had laid siege of Lanka. Food, which for the demons meant meat-based 
supplies, was quickly running out, and what still remained was being rationed. The 
demons, who had large appetites, were therefore virtually famished with limited 
supply of food at their disposal. 

This is what Ravana hints at. Now with the monkeys and bears right at the 
gates of Lanka, the hungry demon warriors would theoretically have a field day, 
feasting and replenishing their depleted supplies of meat. 

The demons were already smarting from aggravated battery of insult and 
humiliation to which they were subjected by Hanuman and Angad; they were furious 
with un-requitted anger because of the shame that both Hanuman and Angad had 
inflicted upon them and their whole race, including their king Ravana, and the way 
their golden city of Lanka had been devastated. 

It is true that a lot many of the demon citizens were extremely terrified of the 
monkeys and bears, first because of the devastation caused by Hanuman in Lanka 
with no one daring to check him, and second in the way Angad had fearlessly rebuked 
Ravana and trounced his pride in full court, even going to the extent of disdainfully 
kicking Ravana’s crowns, which were symbols of his majesty and authority, thereby 
inflicting an insult and humiliation on the pride and honour of the entire demon race 
in a manner that could never ever be revenged or requited by them, with no one to 
check him either, but it is also true that a lot many of the demons, especially the 
watrior class, must have been furious at these developments and were violently 
itching to get an opportunity to settle scores with their enemy, the monkeys and the 
bears. 

Hence, when Ravana gave them the green signal to go and devour the 
invading army, it was a signal to wreak their suppressed anger upon the enemy with a 
vengeance, and do it vigorously, because now was the opportunity to seek severe 
retribution for the wrong done to them by Hanuman and Angad, and for which they 
had been waiting eagerly till now. So there was no stopping the demon warriors now 
as they dashed forward furiously, in large and multiple groups, to spit their venomous 
wrath mercilessly on the monkeys and bears. 

So Ravana was right when he thought that by ordering his demon warriors to 
have a free hand at killing and eating the invading army of monkeys and bears he is 
virtually unleashing a wild and ferocious pack of hungry wolves in order to get rid of 
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a helpless flock of pigeons that has come un-invited to disturb him and dirty his city 
of Lanka with their droppings! | 


sar tems ate afar | fat feet Gat Ga SAAT UG N 
ae Frarer sire ait vas ae fifsaret at ATT o n 
AT AST WE West 1 et HU Ula Rdg e n 


uma ravanahi asa abhimana. jimi tittibha khaga sūta utana. 6. 
calé nisacara ayasu magi. gahi kara bhindipala bara samgji. 7. 
tōmara mudgara parasu pracanda. sūla krpana parigha girikhanda. 8. 


[Lord Shiva, the primary narrator of this divine story of Ram Charit Manas, said to his 
consort Uma to whom he was narrating it. ] 


Shiva said, “Listen Uma! Ravana was so deluded by his haughtiness that he resembled 
the bird known as sandpiper that goes to sleep with its legs pointing to the sky'.’ (6) 


The demon warriors sought Ravana’s final permission and embarked to carry out the 
orders given to them. They armed themselves with different kinds of weapons, such 
as, inter alia, slings, javelins, spears, lancets, iron clubs, batons, maces, battle-axes, 
forks, sickles, battle-knifes, wheels with razor-sharp edges, et al, as well as huge 
boulders and rocks (that were to be used as missiles). (7-8) 


[Note—'The sandpiper sleeps with its legs pointing to the sky in the belief that it will 
prevent the heaven from falling and crushing it while it is asleep. The bird is so stupid 
and ignorant and haughty at the same time that it harbours this ridiculous idea. The 
sky would neither fall to crush it, nor is it able to support the sky in case it does fall on 
it. 

Similarly, Ravana, in his ignorance and haughtiness, had become so deluded 
that he thought it was a joke to kill the monkeys and bears to feed his hungry demon 
hordes in the same way as the demons used to hunt and kill other creatures for food.] 


fafa smua frat rent | erate ao wan are stent g N 
ara wt oe frets Ager | fate ae Wass BAST N Qo II 


jimi arunopala nikara niharl. dhavahim satha khaga mansa ahari. 9. 
conca bhanga dukha tinhahi na sūjhā. timi dha'é manujada abujha. 10. 


Even as carnivorous birds-of-prey swoop down on pieces of red stones thinking them 
to be pieces of red meat [9], unaware of the intensity of agony and severity of pain 
that their foolishness would cause them (because by striking at the stone they bloody 
themselves and break their own beaks), the foolish and ignorant man-eating demons 
(manujada) lunged forward towards their own peril' [10]. (9-10) 
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[Note—'To wit, the demon army did not realise that it is going to jump down a well 
of self-destruction when it dashed forward furiously and recklessly to clash headon 
with the army of monkeys and bears. ] 


Glo, AAT AU ATT ee STE eT AT | 
ale eine ate We Afe tfe TT Yo N 
doha. 


nanayudha sara capa dhara jatudhana bala bira. 
kota kamguiranhi cadhi ga'ē koti kōti ranadhira. 40. 


Countless numbers of mighty demon warriors, who were all extremely ferocious and 
vicious by nature, as well as were very valiant, brave, gallant and courageous, picked 
up whatever weapons they could lay their hands on, such as bows and arrows and 
many other types of arms and armaments, as they scampered forward excitedly and 
mounted the ramparts and battlements of the fort of Lanka’. (Doha no. 40) 


[Note—'One section of the demon army rushed to the top of the wall of the fort of 
Lanka as it would be easy for them to pound the invading army from there even as 
their compatriots would face the enemy at the gates of the fort and on the ground 
around it. This is why those who rushed to the ramparts and battlements held bows 
and arrows so they can shoot at the enemy from the top, and those demon warriors 
who rushed to guard the gates and the ground around these gates had other weapons 
that are needed for face-to-face battle, such as slings, spears, batons, clubs, battle-axes 
et all as enumerated in verse nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 40 herein above. ] 


dio, Ae dante Aei ha ite & Ga a aT a g N 
até tet Fart Wes art aft ag vets AA aS Ul R N 
arate AR TAR STINT i gA lat ST STS SANT Ut 3 N 


caupa’. 


kota kamigtranhi sdhahim kaisé. mēru kē srngani janu ghana baisé. 1. 
bājahim dhola nisana jujhā'ū. suni dhuni ho'i bhatanhi mana cā'ù. 2. 
bajahim bhéri naphiri apara. suni kadara ura jahim darara. 3. 


The demon warriors adorning the ramparts and battlements of the fort appeared to 
resemble huge banks of dark clouds assembled over the summit of Mt. Sumeru, the 
golden mountain’. (1) 


Battle-drums and war-trumpets, as well as other musical instruments that are usually 
sounded during battles, were being played furiously. The provocative sound 
emanating from these musical instruments of war were meant to inject vigour, energy, 
courage and dynamism in the warriors; these sounds lifted their spirits and stoked 
their passions for battle, provoking them to fight ferociously and without pause. 
Hence, the sound of these instruments excited the demon warriors no end, and made 
them eager for battle. (2) 
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The sound of kettle-drums and the clarionets was so shrill, sharp and thunderous that 
they made the hearts of the cowards crack in fear’. (3) 


[Note—'The walls of the fort of Lanka, all its ramparts and battlements, were 
plastered with foils of gold, or may be they were made of bricks of gold like the rest 
of this famed city. Though it is true that when Hanuman had burnt Lanka, a major part 
of it was destroyed and the city was more or less turned into a black hulk, yet it is also 
true that no matter how fiercely the fire may have raged some part of the city failed to 
be affected by the flames and managed to escape major damage. To wit, while the 
greater part of Lanka was turned black, there were some outer areas that still retained 
their golden shine. And the ‘fort’? must have been one such place that was little or not 
at all affected by the raging fire simply because it was far away from the city centre; 
the walls of the fort surrounded the city like a ring and they were away from the 
densely populated areas which were set ablaze by Hanuman. Hence, the ramparts and 
battlements retained their ‘golden hue’ when the war began. This is why they are 
compared to Mt. Sumeru, the ‘golden mountain’. 

The demons had huge bodies and dark complexion, and sitting and moving 
around on the top of the walls of the fort of Lanka they resembled the dark clouds that 
hover on the top of the golden mountain by the name of Mt. Sumeru. 


Verse nos. 2 and 3 bring into sharp focus the difference between a brave warrior and 
a coward. The sound of musical instruments of war excites a warrior, keeping him 
energised and inspiring him to fight spiritedly, but the same sound chills the blood of 
a coward who would have a heart attack if subjected to it for long. ] 


chars wis cafe a oat | athe Rara Ay Mey AST YU 
safe wate A sage eT i Uda walt E WS TETI & N 
mehel aiig He aif | aa silo rele sifa ass ig 


dekhinha ja'i kapinha kē thatta. ati bisala tanu bhalu subhatta. 4. 
dhavahim ganahim na avaghata ghata. parbata phori karahim gahi bata. 5. 
katakatahim kotinha bhata garjahim. dasana otha katahim ati tarjahim. 6. 


The demon warriors saw their enemy for the first time. They saw a mammoth 
assemblage of monkey and bear warriors with huge bodies and formidable reputation. 


(4) 


These brave and irrepressible warriors (the monkeys and bears) were rushing in 
(towards the fort) from all directions. They paid no heed to any obstacle in their way; 
they grabbed huge boulders and rocks that blocked their progress, some of which 
were as large as hillocks (literally ‘as large as small mountains or hills’; “parbata”), 
only to dash them to the ground to crush them to pieces. (5) 


Hundreds and thousands of valiant warriors of the monkey and bear army were 
gnashing their teeth, yelling ferociously, biting their lips with their teeth, and jumped 
and hopped menacingly (as they rapidly neared the fort)". (6) 
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[Note—'The invading army of monkeys and bears was raring and eager for battle; the 
warriors were fast closing in menacingly on the fort of Lanka. It was a chilling sight 
the demon soldiers, who had first arrived on the walls of the fort, saw. ] 


Sa Wat St WH rele | Malet Vata a Ut oT I 9 UI 
Pitre ear ane carafe ipa ene aft ta aaf ti ¢ i 


uta ravana ita rama dōhā'. jayati jayati jaya pari lara’. 7. 
nisicara sikhara samūha dhahavahim. kudi dharahim kapi phéri calavahim. 8. 


There were shrill cries and raising of slogans from both the opposing forces, each 
praising and cheering its respective Lord, the demons raising slogans in honour of 
Ravana on the other side, yelling ‘Glory to Ravana’, and the monkeys and bears 
raising slogans in honour of Lord Ram on this side, yelling ‘Glory to Lord Ram’. 

With these shrill and chilling war cries respectively from both the sides, the 
two forces clashed head-on. (7) 


The demons who had mounted the ramparts and battlements threw down huge 
mountain-like boulders upon their enemy (in order to crush the invading soldiers 
crowding at the bottom of the wall), but the monkeys and bears immediately grabbed 
the falling boulders, broke them into pieces, and then viciously hurled these pieces 
back at the demons stationed on the top of the wall of the fort. (8) 


So, MC gpn US WAS Ache Ue WS UT SETI g | 
suet art mie vets nè uf aera ag were N R M 
ated Met cet Ua Mats Aa We Us als TT 3 1 
alt wel ais Hace Me Te TH A Mad AT YI 


chanda. 


dhari kudhara khanda pracanda markata bhalu garha para darahim. 1. 
jhapatahim carana gahi pataki mahi bhaji calata bahuri pacarahim. 2. 
ati tarala taruna pratapa tarapahim tamaki garha cadhi cadhi ga’é. 3. 
kapi bhalu cadhi mandiranha jaham taham rama jasu gavata bha'ē. 4. 


The ferocious monkey and bear warriors picked up broken pieces of mountains (hills 
and such like) and hurl them viciously on the wall of the fort. (Chanda line no. 1) 


They (the monkeys and bears) lunged at the demons, caught hold of anyone they 
could lay their hands on by grabbing him by his legs, and then dashed the unfortunate 
victim hard on the ground. When the terrified demons tried to escape, these warriors 
mocked them (for their cowardice and un-warrior like meekness) and challenged them 
(not to run away, but to come close for a duel). (Chanda line no. 2) 
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The youthful and valiant monkeys and bears showed exceptional versatility and 
maneuverability as they easily climbed on the walls of the fort and mounted its top 
very quickly. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Once on the top of the fort, the monkeys and bears rapidly descended into the city of 
Lanka and swept through it; they climbed on the terraces of its buildings (cadhi 
mandiranha), all the while loudly cheering the glory of Lord Ram and proclaiming 
the Lord’s majesty’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'It must have been a spectacular sight to behold. The Lord’s army made rapid 
progress and forced the demon soldiers to beat a hasty retreat back into the city. To 
wit, the high wall of the fort of Lanka proved inadequate to stop the invasion. 

The gates of the fort were no bother for the monkeys and bears, and the first 
wave of attackers did not pay attention to it either, as they chose to assault Lanka 
directly by jumping over the walls of the fort and invading the city itself. 

They were in their hundreds and thousands, and once inside the city they 
roared and yelled triumphantly, cheering Lord Ram and raising slogans in his honour. 
The terrified demon citizens ran for cover and gave a right of way to the invading 
warriors. The monkeys and bears rushed atop buildings, small and big, shouting the 
glory of Lord Ram from there. The whole demon city reverberated with their loud 
cheers and yells even as the demons scampered for cover, and to plan to regroup and 
launch counter-offensive. There surely must have been complete chaos and a huge 
turmoil in Lanka. ] 


ao. Uap Up Pitan ate uP aft at wag | 
BAT 3g Fo Ye Pres at UT SS Ul I 
doha. 


ēku ēku nisicara gahi puni kapi calé parā'i. 
ūpara āpu hetha bhata girahim dharani para ā'i. 41. 


Each monkey took hold of a demon as a hostage, and then they ran back from the city 
clutching the demon hostages. At the time of jumping over the wall of the fort they sat 
on top of their hostages, as a result of which when they landed on the ground below, it 
was the demon who was dashed against the hard surface of the earth, cushioning the 
effect of the fall for the benefit of the monkey warrior and preventing any injury to be 
caused to him (because the brunt of the violent fall was borne by the demon)'. (Doha 
no. 41) 


[Note—'The poor demon faced a double whammy. First it was the long fall from the 
top of the wall of the fort that ended in a fierce dashing on the hard ground below, and 
then the horror of pain was magnified by the sheer weight of a heavy monkey sitting 
on the back of this demon, crushing the pitiful fellow between the weight of the 
monkey riding on the top and the hard surface of the ground below. ] 


dio, WH ua Vat fasten | adf PR AMS THAT I g Ul 
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ae ot Ut We as STAT |e Tae Ware EATR N R UI 


caupa’. 


rama pratapa prabala kapijutha. mardahim nisicara subhata barutha. 1. 
carhé durga puni jaham taham banara. jaya raghubira pratapa divakara. 2. 


With the grace of Lord Ram, the indomitable monkeys and bears had acquired 
formidable strength and immensity of punch. They crushed and smothered the 
demons ruthlessly and violently, without letting them to have a pause. (1) 


Once again, a fresh wave of monkeys leapt over the fort (of Lanka) here and there, 
wherever they found a chance’. They chanted slogans and cheered Lord Ram whose 
glories and majesty were akin to the splendour of the brilliant sun. (2) 


[Note—'In Doha no. 40 and its preceding verses we have read about the first wave of 
the assault. Waves after waves of assaults were launched in quick succession, one 
after another. After the first batch of monkey warriors returned triumphantly from the 
city of Lanka, bringing back news of how they leapt across the wall and ran amok in 
the city, cheering loudly and establishing the flag of victory of Lord Ram 
symbolically in the city by shouting his name from atop buildings, the next group of 
monkey warriors, which was waiting below the fort, became excited as the monkeys 
in this group also wanted some vigorous action and a chance to prove their mettle. 

This was the second wave of assault launched on Lanka. By this time the 
monkey warriors had determined that it was easier for them to enter Lanka by simply 
leaping over the walls of the fort instead of wasting time and energy in trying to fight 
their way in through the gates of the fort.] 


act Pare Aaa ag uaa Gert Pah a ATS U3 UI 
Bete AS UT AN Wale Arete BAT ATT N ¥ UI 
wa fate af wats at et art UE Wey SETA UG Ul 


calé nisacara nikara para'l. prabala pavana jimi ghana samuda’. 3. 
hahakara bhaya'u pura bhari. rovahim balaka atura nari. 4. — 
saba mili déhirh ravanahim gari. raja karata 6hirh mrtyu hamkari. 5. 


The demon warriors fled before the monkeys like dark clouds that are easily and 
swiftly swept away when pushed away by the powerful force of a strong gust of wind. 


(3) 


There was total chaos and an unprecedented upheaval in the city of Lanka as terrified 
children and anxious demon females wailed, howled and lamented all over the place’. 


(4) 


Everyone got together to hurl abuses and curses at Ravana, accusing him of misusing 
his powers as a king to invite death and destruction for all”. (5) 
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[Note—'The distressed cries and howls of grief of the horrified citizens reverberated 
in the city, in all its nooks and corners. The children wailed and shrieked; the 
demonesses lamented their fate and grieved for their dead husbands, brothers, sons 
etc. who perished in the first few hours of the massive invasion. The first day of the 
war gave them a hint of what was yet to come. The demons were habituated in 
tormenting others and inflicting pain and grief on them, but they had never themselves 
witnessed the pain and grief of defeat, loss, death and destruction from so close a 
quarter in their personal lives as they had been witnessing lately, and it climaxed with 
the actual invasion by Lord Ram’s army. Everything seemed lost and gone for the 
demon citizenry. 


*The demons citizens were right in blaming Ravana for the calamity that had befallen 
them. The king, after all, is responsible for ensuring peace and happiness of his 
subjects; he must not take a rash decision that would cause havoc on his own 
kingdom. Whatever was happening now in Lanka was the doing of Ravana, because 
he had stubbornly refused to listen to anybody. He was so obstinate by nature, and so 
firmly gripped by arrogance and overcome with delusions, that even the evil omen of 
the burning of Lanka did not ring any alarm bell in his mind, nor did the falling off of 
his crowns on two occasions, once when they were shot down by the arrow of Lord 
Ram, and the second time when Angad had planted his legs on the ground. {Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Doha no. 13-a along with Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precede it; and (11) Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede Doha no. 32 respectively.} 

What could the poor and helpless citizens of Lanka do against the haughty will 
of their own king, except to accept their doomed fate and submit themselves meekly 
to it? 

The female demons whose male relations had already died or were maimed, 
wept and wailed in grief; and the rest of the female demons wailed and wept at the 
prospect of their own male relations meeting the same end. 

The children could not understand the gravity of the situation; but they wailed 
and cried and shrieked nevertheless out of fear as well as in resonance with the 
surrounding environment of loud lamentation and pitiful grieving that overwhelmed 
their little minds. | 


Prat cet araa ot ate art i HR ave iha RAPT g UI 
We faq Gat À ar at À gaa HUT FAT I 9 N 
BAG Gls AT HR AMT AT RT IT OCT UT N 2 N 


nija dala bicala sunt téhim kana. phéri subhata lankésa risana. 6. 
jo rana bimukha suna maim kana. so maim hataba karala krpana. 7. 
sarbasu kha'i bhoga kari nana. samara bhumi bha’e ballabha prana. 8. 


When the king of Lanka, Ravana, heard that his army was in distress and retreating, 
he became furious with anger. (6) 


He stopped them and yelled at the demon warriors, chiding them for their cowardice 
and bringing shame to the valiant demon race. He shouted at them: ‘Oh you all; listen 
to me. If I hear anyone of you turning your back from the battle-field, then be warned 
ye all that I shall draw my sword and slay that coward with my own hands. (7) 
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You have been feeding yourselves well and eating everything you wished from my 
ration stores, and you have been enjoying all sorts of pleasures because of my 
patronage. Now when it comes to the battle-field, you prefer to save your life at the 
cost of my honour and prestige! 

[Woe to you accursed fellows; shame to you! And remember my words: if 
anyone turns back then I will kill him myself. Go and show your mettle by pushing 
the enemy back. I told you to go and feed yourselves on the monkeys and bears, but 
here I see you are running away like a hunted animal. Curse be unto you, coward and 
spineless fellows; who have brought utter disgrace to our race of demons who are 
famed for their valour, gallantry and dare devilry. Return forthwith and face the 
enemy. Don’t dare to show your face to me by showing your back to the enemy; the 
mighty sword of Ravana will welcome you!]” (8) 


[Note—'A similar threat was given by the demon commanders Khar and Dushan 
when their army, which attacked Lord Ram in the wake of Supernakha’s episode, 
started fleeing in terror when the Lord began slaying them relentlessly with volleys of 
his fierce arrows—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chanda line nos. 
3-5 that precede Doha no. 20.] 


ST OE OP Wael STA et Hla HL GAS CSA FU 
TTS AT AT ATT tet FS AST WT HT SATS I go N 


ugra bacana suni sakala dérané. calé krodha kari subhata lajané. 9. 
sanmukha marana bira kai sobha. taba tinha taja prana kara lobha. 10. 


When the demon warriors heard the sternly-worded warning of Ravana, all of them 
were terrified (because they knew Ravana’s unforgiving nature and were sure that he 
will kill them if they did not obey him). 

They were also utterly ashamed of themselves for being so timid and 
cowardly. So they angrily returned to the battle-field to avenge for the humiliation 
that they have suffered (at the hands of the monkeys and bears on the one hand, and 
Ravana on the other hand). (9) 


It has been held that a warrior gets his fame, honour and glory by dying while fighting 
in the battle-field (and not by running away from it). Keeping this maxim in mind, the 
demon warriors set aside attachment to their lives and discarded the fear of losing it, 
as they decided to die while fighting the enemy up front in the battle-field’. (10) 


[Note—'The demon warriors realised that their king was speaking the truth when he 
admonished them for turning their backs and running away from the battle-field. 
Surely this would invite scorn and infamy on their present families and cast a dark 
pall of dishonour that would dog their future generations. So they decided that if death 
was sure to come to them, then it is better for them to die like a hero fighting the 
enemy than to die an ignominious death of a coward by getting disarmed and slayed 
by Ravana. ] 
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do, ag sarge ex que ua fate weak wei | 


see few are cate ute race mR i x? i 
doha. 


bahu ayudha dhara subhata saba bhirahim pacari pacari. 
byakula ki'é bhalu kapi parigha trisulanhi mari. 42. 


[Deciding to die an honourable death of a warrior, the demon hordes were filled with 
renewed energy and dare-devilry as they lost all fear of death and longing for life.] 


The brave demon warriors grasped many types of weapons and returned to face the 
enemy with renewed vigour. They fiercely challenged the monkeys and bears for 
hand-to-hand duel, and striking their enemy hard and viciously with iron clubs and 
tridents, the demon warriors began bludgeoning the monkeys and bears ruthlessly’. 
(Doha no. 42) 


[Note—'Ravana’s threat and chiding worked well, for this is the first time since the 
assault on Lanka began that the demons have shown some guts and resilience to fight. 
Earlier they simply fled from the ground, but now they showed their true mettle by 
striking hard at their enemy. 

The result was spectacular. We shall read in the forthcoming verses herein 
below that now it was the time for the monkeys and bears to flee. ] 


dio, VASAT Hla UNM AMT | elf SAT ig SIFT Ne M 
TS HE He BTS SAAT | che Aer ater elas aiT N 2 


caupal. 


bhaya atura kapi bhagana lagé. jadyapi uma jitihahim age. 1. 
kō'u kaha kahan angada hanumanta. kaham nala nila dubida balavanta. 2. 


Lord Shiva continued with his narration, ‘Oh Uma! The monkeys, who were terrified 
by the determined counter-offensive launched by the ferocious demon warriors who 
struck them hard and viciously, began to flee and scatter in a chaotic way, though by- 
and-by the glory of victory would be theirs. (1) 


Some asked where Angad was, some called out to Hanuman, and some others 
questioned the whereabouts of the brave Nala and Dubid!. (2) 


[Note—'During this alarming moment when the forward formations of the attacking 
monkey army that had invaded the city of Lanka faced sudden rout, and their 
phalanxes were breached by the vicious counter-attack by the demon forces, forcing 
the monkeys to flee in complete disarray, the terrified monkeys looked around for 
their commanders in order to seek orders. This verse shows that Angad, Hanuman, 
Nala and Divid were the commanders who had led the wave of attacking monkeys 
that had been divided into two divisions—one that leapt across the walls of the fort to 
directly enter Lanka, and the other that was making effort the break the massive gates 
of the fort. 
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An interesting observation can be made here. Where did this clash took place 
when the monkeys were pushed back by the charging demon warriors? We have just 
read that the second wave of monkey troops had entered the city of Lanka by leaping 
over the walls of the fort—apropos: Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 42 
herein above. So obviously the place of this action was within the fort of Lanka. The 
invading monkeys were swarming all over the city at the time Ravana had summoned 
his warriors and scolded them for showing cowardice in the face of the enemy, 
ordering them to fight like a true warrior or face death at his hands if they bring 
dishonour to the demon race by showing their back to the enemy—apropos: Chaupai 
line nos. 6-10 that precede Doha no. 42 herein above. The demon warriors then struck 
hard at the monkeys who had been running amok in the city itself, and chased them 
back in complete disarray. 

It is to be particularly noted at this point of time that the mighty gates of the 
fort hadn’t been breached till now. Intense fighting was underway at the western gate 
where Meghanad, the son of Ravana, was leading the demon troops to guard it, while 
Hanuman was leading the monkey troops there making desperate attempts to break it. 
It will be clear shortly in verse nos. 3-4 herein below. 

Angad too was on the field below—this will be clear in Doha no. 43 herein 
below. 

In short, the commanders of the advance formations of the monkey and bear 
army, such as Angad, Hanuman, Nala and Divid, were on the ground below the walls 
of the fort, monitoring the troops and making effort to breach the gates. That is why 
those monkey warriors who had been inside the fort could not see their commanders 
around as is evident from this verse no. 2.] 


Prat cot force GAT STAM | UPA GIN LST ACTA I 3 N 
WETS We HWS ONS SS A GI WA RSE Ul ¥ N 


nija dala bikala suna hanumana. pacchima dvara raha balavana. 3. 
méghanada taham kara'i lara’. tita na dvara parama kathina’. 4. 


The brave Hanuman, who was near the western gate of the fort, heard that his group is 
in distress and needs help. (3) 


He was fighting with Meghanad (the valiant son of Ravana) at this gate, but despite 
all efforts breaking this strong gate was found to be very difficult. (4) 


UTA HT UT Set STAM TSS Ua RTA GA ÙT N & I 
gp cin Te Har strat i aie Fat Herre HE AMAT ug N 
uss Ta are Foran vars eee AE AAS TAT U9 N 
Gat Ue facet ae AMT | Set afer Ma Te STMT US N 


pavanatanaya mana bha ati krodha. garje'u prabala kala sama jodha. 5. 
kūdi lanka garha Upara ava. gahi giri méghanada kahum dhava. 6. 
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dusarém suta bikala tehi jana. syandana ghali turata grha ana. 8. 


When the son of the wind god (Hanuman) heard this alarming news he became 
extremely angry; the mighty warrior roared like the god of death himself would when 
he is filled with wrath. (5) 


Hanuman instantly leapt across the walls of the fort and entered it. Once inside, he 
grabbed a large hill-like rock and lunged furiously at Meghanad (who was leading his 
demon troops from within the western gate of the fort). (6) 


He (Hanuman) broke the chariot into splinters, killed its charioteer, and then kicked 
violently on the chest of Meghanad. (7) 


Another charioteer (who was kept as a reserve with a second chariot-in-waiting for 
contingencies) saw that his master (Meghanad) was seriously hurt and very agitated; 
so he immediately lifted him into his reserve chariot and took him home’. (8) 


[Note—'Meghanad was taken aback as he hadn’t expected this sudden attack from his 
rear; he couldn’t imagine that someone would suddenly come from behind him, 
destroy his chariot and kick him violently in the chest. This sudden and unexpected 
assault from inside the fort therefore left Meghanad vulnerable and made him an easy 
target for attack by Hanuman. Meghanad couldn’t even retaliate. ] 


Go, SNe HAT Waa WS UT WAS ARA | 
TAHT aga aes Ass HiT AA N %3 N 
doha. 


angada suna pavanasuta garha para gaya'u akéla. 
rana bamkura balisuta taraki carhé'u kapi khéla. 43. 


Meanwhile, Angad learnt that the son of the wind god (Hanuman) had gone on the 
fort all alone. So the son of Baali (Angad), who was gallant in battle, reached the top 
of the fort in one single bound as if it was a sporting activity for him’. (Doha no. 43) 


[Note—'As we have noted earlier, since both Hanuman and Angad were on the battle- 
field below the fort, monitoring and leading their troops from there and making 
attempts to break the gates of Lanka, there was no one to lead the group of monkeys 
who had jumped over the fort and entered Lanka to create havoc inside the city as 
narrated previously—apropos: Doha no. 40—to Doha no. 42. 

That is why when the monkeys rampaging inside Lanka were scattered in a 
complete disorderly manner by a fierce counter-attack by the demons within the walls 
of the fort, the retreating monkey warriors couldn’t find any commander to guide 
them and wondered where Hanuman, Angad, Nala and Divid were—apropos: 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 43.] 


dio, Weg Aaea Hog Sl AAT WAT Waa GPT BT STAT g M 
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Wat Vat Us gt ats late aaea AETR tl 21 
wera aa We way carat Ifa Frarenafa wa TaT 3 N 


caupa’. 


jud'dha birud'dha krud'dha dvau bandara. rama pratapa sumiri ura antara. 1. 
ravana bhavana carhē dvau dha'l. karahim kosaladhisa dōhā'. 2. 
kalasa sahita gahi bhavanu dhahava. dékhi nisacarapati bhaya pava. 3. 


The two monkey warriors (Hanuman and Angad), who had become furious and 
vicious with the heat of battle, let loose their anger on the enemy. They had a lot of 
confidence and bravery in them by the virtue of invoking the grace and blessing of 
Lord Ram in their hearts. (1) 


Both of them climbed atop the palace of Ravana, all the while cheering and 
proclaiming the glory of Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal (karahim kosaladhisa 
doha't). (2) 


Once there, they shook the ‘Kalash’? atop the palace so violently that not only was it 
uprooted and tumbled down to the ground but it also brought the whole structure of 
the palace crashing down with it as the violent shaking had made it crack. 

When the helpless king of the demons (Ravana) watched this happen, he was 
horrified with anger and terrified with fear’. (3) 


[Note—'The Kalash is a ceremonial structure shaped like an urn or a pitcher that 
adoms the top of important buildings. It was a cupola on the palace’s top. When 
Angad and Hanuman shook it violently, the building developed cracks because the 
Kalash was firmly grouted into the terrace and formed a part of the main structure that 
supported the building. When the Kalash shook it was similar to the effect of an 
earthquake that results in wide cracks in a building and makes it fall down. 


"Ravana was in a state of shock. The shaking and the demolishing of the palace 
occurred so quickly and without warning that he had little time to gather his wits and 
think what to do. As the gigantic structure came crashing down with a mighty thud 
and a storm of dust, Ravana stood dazed, not knowing how to react. He had become 
immobile for some moments, so dismayed and shocked he was. 

Up until now his own palace was spared any particular damage; it was not 
burnt while the rest of Lanka was razed to the ground in the fire lit by Hanuman, and 
it was not climbed by the invading monkeys who had leapt across the walls of the fort 
and rode atop the terraces of the major buildings of Lanka a little while ago. 

One may wonder where Ravana would have stayed after his palace was 
demolished. The answer is that, being a king, it is certain that he had many other such 
palaces at his disposal. So he immediately shifted to some other palace. ] 


At ae cat Mets at | sta gs Hie se SAU & N 
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4095 


nari brnda kara pitahim chati. aba du'i kapi a'é utapati. 4. 
kapilila kari tinhahi déravahim. ramacandra kara sujasu sunavahim. 5. 


The women folk residing in the palace (Ravana’s ladies, maids, queens and 
mistresses) beat their chests with their hands and wailed, ‘Behold there; now there are 
two rioting monkeys here (instead of one)’.’ (4) 


The two monkeys (thoroughly enjoyed this scene, and they) teased the horrified 
demonesses and terrified them further by their menacing acts’, all the while 
proclaiming the glories of Lord Ram and making these dazed ladies listen to them’. 


(5) 


[Note—'The demon ladies raised an alarm when they saw Angad and Hanuman 
menacingly rampaging around together. Earlier they had witnessed how much havoc 
one single monkey can cause when Hanuman had single-handedly destroyed the city 
of Lanka during his first visit when he had burnt it. Now with two such violent 
monkeys determined to unleash their ire on the city in their midst, there was no surety 
of what worse was to come. So the terrified demonesses wailed and yelled and 
shrieked in horror. 


“Angad and Hanuman scared the poor women of Ravana’s palace by making 
menacing faces at them with wide open mouths that showed their sharp teeth; they 
threatened the ladies by rushing at them with claws extended as if they would grab 
and kill them; they hopped and jumped and stomped their feet violently on the ground 
around these shrieking and terrified demonesses; they made ferocious gestures at 
them. 

The net effect was that the petrified women folk of Ravana’s inner palace 
were shrieking, yelling and wailing alarmingly in the same way as the female demon 
citizens had done earlier when the invading monkey troops had first entered the city 
and run through it spreading terror everywhere. {Apropos: Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 4-5 that precede Doha no. 42 herein before. } 


`The ladies living in the inner courtyards of Ravana’s palace lived a secluded life as 
they were isolated from the outside world. So they probably had yet not heard the war 
cries of the invading monkeys who had entered the city a little ago by jumping over 
the walls of the fort, and had then run through the city and climbed its buildings, all 
the while loudly cheering and boldly proclaiming the glories of Lord Ram at the top 
of their voices. This was now done by Angad and Hanuman—i.e. they made the 
ladies of the inner-chambers of Ravana’s palace become aware of who Lord Ram was 
and why he was so famed and revered in the world. ] 


UP oat Te hort h UT | Hebe HRA SAAT STAT I & N 
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puni kara gahi kancana kē khambha. kahénhi kari'a utapata arambha. 6. 
garji pare ripu kataka majhari. lagé mardai bhuja bala bhari. 7. 
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kahuhi lata capétanhi kēhū. bhajahu na ramahi so phala lēhū. 8. 


Then they (i.e. Hanuman and Angad) grabbed two thick golden pillars (of the 
demolished palace) each, and said to each other that they should now begin their job 
of ravaging through the demon forces and trouncing them. (6) 


With this mutual understanding, the two valiant warriors roared ferociously as they 
plunged head-on in the middle of the enemy forces, pounding their adversaries 
mercilessly, right, left and center, with their mighty arms. (7) 


They kicked some and slapped others, stomping on one demon, punching someone 
else and cuffing another, telling all of them menacingly that it is their punishment for 
not being devoted to Lord Ram, for not honouring and adoring him’. (8) 


[Note—'Angad and Hanuman joined hands to start pounding and crushing the demon 
army. It is to be noted that their emphasise is on these demons not being devoted to 
Lord Ram and honouring him. The two friends did not tell their opponents that they 
are being punished for fighting for Ravana, the king of the demon race, for they were 
aware that it was their duty to fight for their king. The mistake the demons were 
actually making was that they chose the wrong cause to fight, for this war was 
sparked because Ravana had kidnapped Sita, the wife of Lord Ram, which is an evil 
deed and must be punished. | 


Go, Wh Uh A ndik AN aerate eI 
Tat ami ons à WT Hele ata HS Ul wx I 
doha. 


ēka eka som mardahim tori calavahim munqa. 
ravana agém parahim te janu phutahim dadhi kunqa. 44. 


They randomly caught hold of one demon and violently pressed him against another, 
thereby squashing them and making a pulp of both. After the demons died in this 
manner, the two warriors twisted their heads and yanked them off their corpses, and 
then flung them. 

These heads landed heavily in front of Ravana and broke down into many 
pieces like so many earthen pots filled with curd that would break apart instantly 
when they fall from a height on the hard ground below, spilling out their contents. 
(Doha no. 44) 


[Note—'The severed heads of killed demon warriors started falling before a stunned 
Ravana like so many earthen pitchers filled with curd or any other liquid being pelted 
at him. They rained all around Ravana, falling with heavy thuds and immediately 
splitting wide open to spill out their contents—blood, brain and other tissue. The 
ground around the demon king resembled a garbage dumping area as it got rapidly 
filled with cracked and splintered skulls, blood, flesh and soft tissue of the damaged 
brains. 

It appeared to a beholder that Ravana was being pelted heavily by rounded 
balls of baked earth stuffed with stinking garbage that littered the area around him, as 
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these earthen balls split open immediately after crashing to the ground, spilling their 
dirty contents all around. ] 


dio, Wel Het gaen A Wale 1a Ue Whe Wy Ue aeaf I g Ul 
ches faites fers ch am 1 efé wa Rreg Fret ara 2 


caupa’. 


maha maha mukhi'a jé pavahim. te pada gahi prabhu pasa calavahim. 1. 
kaha'i bibhisanu tinha kē nama. déhim rama tinhaht nija dhama. 2. 


Whenever they (Hanuman and Angad) found a high general or chief commander of 
the demon army, they would seize him by the leg, swirl him round and round rapidly 
in the air (like a ball tied to a string), and then flung the dazed captive so violently that 
he flew straight (literally like a javelin or a ball released by a swinging sling) and 
landed right before Lord Ram. (1) 


Vibhishan (who was standing close to Lord Ram) introduced the Lord to these great 
demon warriors by telling him their names (and designations). The Lord (who is by 
his inherent nature compassionate, merciful and forgiving) sent these dying demon 
warriors to his own abode in the heaven’. (2) 


[Note—'To wit, Lord Ram granted these demon commanders and generals the boon 
of deliverance of their souls; they were granted emancipation and salvation of their 
souls. Though normally they ought to have gone to hell due the evil life they had led, 
but since they died in front of the Lord and at his feet, the Lord lived up to his 
reputation of showing mercy and grace to all those who come to him and die before 
him by blessing these demons and giving them a place in heaven instead of leaving 
them to face their fate, which was surely hell. 

One may ask: If Lord Ram is so merciful that he granted this privilege of 
going to the heaven to generals and commanders of the demon army, what about the 
poor ordinary demon soldiers who laid down their lives almost at the same time and 
in the same war as these generals? 

The answer is to be found later on when we read that at the time the war ended 
and the Lord saw the battle-field littered with dead bodies of dead demons warriors, 
he cast his benevolent glance around and blessed the soul of all those dead demons 
with liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation. In fact, all the demons who 
had died remembering Lord Ram and his divine name, albeit it was done not with 
devotion but out of either fear or animosity, found a destiny that is the envy of great 
hermits, seers, sages and saints, so magnanimous and kind Lord Ram is. 

The Lord decided that no one who laid down his life to help him fulfil his 
mandate—one of which was to physically come down to earth as a human being and 
then bless his devotees with the story of his life that they would sing for generations 
to come to derive spiritual joy and happiness and feel blessed—must be punished; 
rather each individual is to be duly rewarded. The Lord was not vengeful; the Lord 
was an ocean of love and compassion. So he deemed it his moral obligation to send 
the demons to his own abode in the heaven, and not condemn them to hell. 

The next relevant question is: Well then, what about the monkeys and bears 
who had died? The answer is this: Lord Ram asked Indra, the king of gods, to rain 
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Amrit (the nectar of eternity; the ambrosia that can revive the dead) on the battle- 
ground. All the monkeys and bears were revived by this rain. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-10 that precede Doha no. 114.} 

But then, another question arises: Why was one group, the demons, allowed to 
die and go to heaven, while the other, the monkeys and bears, allowed to live? The 
answer is this: One of the Lord’s mandates was to ‘eliminate the cruel and sinful 
demons from the earth because they were tormenting all other creatures’, so he was 
bound to uphold this promise that he had made to the gods and mother earth. On the 
other hand, the monkeys and bears who fought on the side of Lord Ram were actually 
the gods themselves as they had assumed these forms to help the Lord in his mission. 
Hence, the demons had to die, and the monkeys and bears would live. To wit, at the 
end of the day, evil and sinful forces represented by the demons had to be got rid of, 
and good virtues represented by the monkeys and bears were allowed to survive. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
184—\ to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 188.} 

The following verse nos. 3-5 reiterate these above observations. ] 


we Wise aoa sini orate aft Sr Ararat ST 3 
SAT UTA yafaa Hee |aar are Ete Ate PAT i x 1 
f ure fa at fret ST | ata Hare HT HER Var & i 
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khala manujada dvijamisa bhog!. pavahim gati jo jacata jog). 3. 

uma rama mrducita karunakara. bayara bhava sumirata mohi nisicara. 4. 
déhim parama gati so jiyam jani. asa krpala kō kahahu bhavani. 5. 

asa prabhu suni na bhajahim bhrama tyāgī. nara matimanda tē parama 
abhagi. 6. 


[It’s indeed a wonder of wonders that—] The demons who were wicked, enemies of 
the entire human race, who killed and ate flesh of Brahmins (i.e. of those who were 
elders of the society and learned ones), and who remained engrossed in enjoyment of 
sensual pleasures—even such vile ones attained a destiny which great ascetics aspire 
for. 

[To wit, these demons were so lucky that they got liberation and deliverance 
for their souls; they attained emancipation and salvation; they found beatitude and 
felicity for their tormented souls.] (3) 


[Why was it so? Lord Shiva answers this when he said to his consort Uma: ] ‘Oh 
Uma! Lord Ram is so immensely kind by his nature, and so full of mercy, compassion 
and grace that he thought to himself: “These demons had been remembering me (and 
repeating my divine name), albeit it was done in an inimical way. 

[So I must keep my hallowed reputation in mind, that anyone who remembers 
me and utters my divine name even once becomes eligible to receive my grace and 
blessing. Hence, I must ensure that these demons get their due share; I must ensure 
that their souls find peace and beatitude. After all, it was their gross body that was 
sinful, and with its death this blot on their soul is wiped out. Their soul, which is 
inherently pure as it is consciousness personified, was unfortunately trapped inside 
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their demon body, and now that body is history. So I must grant them emancipation 
and salvation inspite of them fighting with me and opposing me.]” (4) 


Oh Bhavani (another name of Uma)! Thinking thus, Lord Ram granted these dead 
demon warriors a destiny that is regarded as supreme for all living beings’. Say, who 
else in this world is so nice, graceful, merciful, compassionate and understanding (asa 
krpala kō) as Lord Ram is? (5) 


Verily indeed, in all sooth and without gainsay, those who do not adore and have 
devotion for such a merciful and gracious Lord Ram even after knowing his excellent 
character and benevolent nature, then truly and without doubt such people are most 
unfortunate, dumb and ill-fated.” (6) 


[Note—'The best destiny of a creature is when his soul, known as his Atma or his 
‘true self, which in turn is a personified form of pure consciousness, leaves the 
creature’s gross body and finds eternal freedom. This eternal freedom means that the 
Atma will not have to take a birth again; it finds permanent deliverance from the cycle 
of transmigration wherein the soul keeps returning to this gross mortal world by 
entering one or the other forms that the creatures take. This grants the soul liberation 
from the sufferings associated with life in this mortal world. The effect is that the soul 
of the creature finds eternal rest and peace; it attains a state of beatitude and felicity 
that grants it eternal bliss. 

To wit, Lord Ram granted eternal freedom to the souls of the demons and 
ensured that they would not take a rebirth again. From spiritual and metaphysical 
perspective it means a great reward for these demons, a reward that even great 
ascetics, sages and hermits yearn for. On the other hand, from more worldly 
perspective it means that Lord Ram ensured that the earth is freed from the prospect 
of it being re-inhabited once again by these demons, for if that happened, if the earth 
was once again filled by cruel demons after all the efforts to get rid of them, then the 
time and the energy invested to eliminate them would have been wasted in the first 
place. 


“Truly it would be an irony if a person does not honour and adore such a great Lord as 
Lord Sri Ram is who goes out of his way to accept even the fallen and lowly, and 
welcome them with a smile. The Lord does not demur or think twice to grant them a 
high place inspite of their past wrongdoings—with only one caveat, and it is that they 
turn themselves over to his care without reservations or deceit in their hearts. | 


INTE BS FTAA WAT | AE GH Sta He AAMT 9 UI 
cent ot aft Grete ha i nets fay gs tar Sc i 


angada aru hanumanta prabésa. kinha durga asa kaha avadheésa. 7. 
lankam dvau kapi sohahim kaisém. mathahim sindhu du'i mandara jaisém. 8. 


Lord Ram, the Lord of Ayodhya (avadhésa), said to his senior advisors or ministers 
who were near him (such as Sugriv, Vibhishan etc.), ‘Angad and Hanuman have 
entered the fort. (7) 
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These two great warriors must be looking awesome in Lanka as they rampage wildly 
through it, and while on their spree of causing havoc in the city and battering the 
demon forces, resulting them to be scattered in complete chaos, helter-skelter in 
panic, they surely must resemble two mighty mountains known as Mandrachal that 
are churning the ocean simultaneously’.’ (8) 


[Note—'In some ancient time, the gods and the demons had used Mt. Mandrachal to 
churn the celestial ocean. In this war which has resulted in a great churn in Lanka, the 
gods are represented by the monkey warriors in general, and Ravana’s soldiers are 
obviously the demons. Just like Mt. Mandrachal which was at the focal point of the 
ancient churning of the ocean, Angad and Hanuman are presently the focus of the 
great upheaval and chaos prevailing in Lanka. The turmoil in Lanka is like the 
immense tumult produced in the water of the celestial ocean as it wildly roared, 
heaved, swirled, splashed and foamed when it was churned in ancient time. 

How did Lord Ram come to the conclusion that Angad and Hanuman had 
entered the fort of Lanka? Well, one reason obviously is that he was being updated by 
a network of spies on the ground who reported every development back to the 
command center monitored by the Lord and his close aides. The other reason is the 
sudden falling on the ground of demon commanders, some wounded and in a state of 
daze, and some others already dead, as they came in flying like balls when they were 
hurled out of Lanka by Angad and Hanuman. The gates of the fort were still not 
breached, and the higher ranking demon commanders were still within the fort. So 
when they started arriving and falling on the ground in a confused hail of bodies, it 
surely meant that the two valiant warriors, Angad and Hanuman, had reached within 
the fort and kicking these commanders out after seizing them from the inside it. 

The Lord already had witnessed this skill of Angad when the latter had kicked 
Ravana’s crowns so precisely that they landed right in his front—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 32 along with Chaupai line nos. 5-10 that precede it; 
and Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 38. 

Lord Ram also was aware that Angad and Hanuman kept close company; they 
were virtually inseparable from one another like two fast friends. So the Lord deduced 
that if Angad had gone inside the fort, then surely Hanuman too must be there. 

A very vivid picture of the chaos in Lanka created by Hanuman’s assault is 
presented in Tulsidas’ book “Kavitawali Ramayan”, in its Lanka Kand, verse nos. 40- 
41.] 


do. a aA tq ant aoaaa cha aaa x ata | 
He WTS Ferra SA NT HS TAA I WE Ut 

doha. 

bhuja bala ripu dala dalamali dékhi divasa kara anta. 

kūdē jugala bigata Srama ā'ē jaham bhagavanta. 45. 


After having crushed the forces of the enemy by the might and punch of their arms, 
and seeing that the day was coming to an end, the two brave warriors (Angad and 
Hanuman) jumped back over the walls of the fort effortlessly, as if they weren’t tired 
at all due to the strenuous activities of the day, and came back to their camp where the 
Lord (Ram) was. (Doha no. 45) 
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do. Wy UE Hae tte fre ae eka que Taft AT ATTN g I 
TH HU He Beret Peart | TT Rrasa UTA YAN It 2 1 


caupa’. 


prabhu pada kamala sisa tinha nā'ē. dékhi subhata raghupati mana bhā'ē. 1. 
rama krpa kari jugala niharé. bha'é bigataSrama parama sukharé. 2. 


When they reached Lord Ram they reverentially bowed their heads before the lotus- 
like feet of the Lord. The Lord felt glad in his heart when he saw the two skilled and 
valiant warriors’. (1) 


Lord Ram looked at the pair (Angad and Hanuman) with grace, compassion and 
kindness in his eyes, and this made the two feel very happy and rejuvenated’. (2) 


[Note—'Lord Ram looked over Angad and Hanuman anxiously to see if they had any 
serious marks of wounds on their bodies, and to make out from their appearances how 
they generally fared: were they showing signs of fatigue and weariness; were they 
hurt and wounded; were they afraid of what was to happen the next day; did they have 
any unfortunate experience during the course of the battle of the day; was there any 
sign that they would like some rest; and so on. When the Lord observed that aside 
from some minor scars or scratches on their bodies here and there that are natural to 
occur when one is involved in a close and furious hand-to-hand duel with a vicious 
enemy, and had a little bit desire for rest, they were otherwise hale and hearty overall 
and were raring to go to the battle front to face and crush the enemy once again any 
instant, he felt very happy, and blessed them. 


*To wit, all weariness and fatigue that Angad and Hanuman may have had vanished 
immediately when they found that the Lord was pleased with them and their actions. 
The Lord’s pleased look said it all to them; it encouraged them to fight with renewed 
vigour and with a harder punch the next day. ] 


TM SIT sia STANT | fax Mey Hehe WS AAT N 3 N 
Wa Wale Ae Us | MTT Ht TaATa sels Il ¥ N 
fafrar anit cha anf fet id ae heeg we Far & UI 
Bl aot Vat Geant Wane | oa BME AS AMS VT ui & M 


ga'ē jāni angada hanumana. phirē bhalu markata bhata nana. 3. 
jatudhana pradosa bala pa'l. dhā'ē kari dasasisa dōhā'. 4. 

nisicara ani dékhi kapi phiré. jahanř taham katakata'i bhata bhiré. 5. 
dvau dala prabala pacari pacar. larata subhata nahim manahim hari. 6. 


When the rest of the monkey and bear troops heard that their commanders Angad and 
Hanuman have gone back to their camp, they also decided to return. (3) 
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When the demon army saw that their adversaries (the monkeys and bears) were 
turning back because it was twilight hours after which battles are usually not fought, 
they seized this occasion and lunged forward to chase the monkeys and bears from 
behind, making war fierce cries proclaiming the glory of their king, the ten-headed 
Ravana. (4) 


When the monkeys and bears saw that they were being chased by the demon warriors 
with an intention to fight, they immediately turned back and clashed with their 
pursuers. The rival troops collided with each other ferociously, and groups of brave 
warriors could be seen gnashing their teeth wrathfully and engaging themselves in a 
no-holds barred vicious duel everywhere on the battle-field. (5) 


The two sides fought fiercely, each thrashing and pounding the other mercilessly and 
with all the might they could muster. None of the clashing warriors would yield his 
ground; not a single brave soldier would accept defeat and turn his back. (6) 


[Note—'In ancient times, battles were fought only during the day time and stopped 
after sunset. That is why Angad and Hanuman decided to come back to their camp as 
soon as they saw that the sun was setting. The demons took advantage of this rule of 
warfare and decided to attack the monkeys and bears when they would least expect an 
attack. So for a few initial moments the monkeys and bears may have become 
confused by this untimely attack, but being alert soldiers they were quick to respond. 
The demons thought that they would have a good kill by attacking the retiring troops 
from their behind, but they underestimated the vigour and alertness of the Lord’s 
troops. The demons rush forward was soon checked when the monkeys and bears 
turned back and met them head-on in the middle of their path. With a chilling battle- 
cry raised from both the sides, the demons cheering in the name of Ravana and the 
monkeys and bears cheering Lord Ram, the two forces clashed with each other with 
full force. 

The twilight hours are the time when dark and evil forces become more active, 
vigorous and energised. Since the demons symbolized such forces, they found 
renewed vigour during this time. After the debacle they faced during the day time, 
they wished to make up for it during the evening hours; so they attacked the monkeys 
and bears with a severity of ferocity that they lacked during the day time. ] 


mgit RTE Fa AI ATT AT ACTS ATT I O N 
RAT BIT Set AAA SAM | Galen HUT CA HAL ATTN E N 
Wise ate Wale GAL | OA WAS Wed SH VTS N 


mahabira nisicara saba kārē. nana barana balimukha bhare. 7. 
sabala jugala dala samabala jodha. kautuka karata larata kari krodha. 8. 
prabita sarada payoda ghanéré. larata manahum maruta kē préré. 9. 


All the demons were great and valiant warriors; they had huge dark-complexioned 
bodies of myriad sizes and shapes, with wide ferocious mouths and fearful 
disposition. (7) 
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The warriors on both the sides were equally brave, strong, gallant and powerful. They 
fought fiercely, adopting countless tactics and maneuvering skilfully to outwit their 
opponent. (8) 


When the two troops wrangled with each other they resembled a sight when countless 
banks of dark clouds of the rainy season as well as white clouds of the winter season 
dash forward to collide with each other when they are propelled ahead by powerful 
gusts of winds’. (9) 


[Note—'To wit, there was complete chaos on the battle-field. The warriors from one 
group fought the warriors from the other group in a free-for-all battle, forming small 
and large groups scattered at random, in a chaotic way here and there on the ground, 
without any particular order and distinction of rank. When one of the fighting warriors 
of a particular group belonging to one faction saw that some other group of his faction 
needed help, he would immediately leave the first group to go and join the second 
group to help. So there was mingling of warriors; it was a free melee of warring 
warriors where no one knew who the other was, except that he was either one of his 
own faction and therefore a friend, or that of the other faction and therefore his 
enemy. | 


SPT ahua ste siftenrar | farted BA AE Ss AMAT Yo tl 
vas Aia ve sift stem vale ets ERATA BRT g N 


anipa akampana aru atikaya. bicalata séna kinhi inha maya. 10. 
bhaya'u nimisa maham ati amdhi'ara. brsti hō'i rudhiropala chara. 11. 


The demon commanders named Anip, Akampan and Atikaye' observed that their 
demon troops were losing ground and have become scared, so they immediately 
employed their magical powers to create an illusion of a natural calamity about to 
happen in the battle-field. (10) 


As a result, everything suddenly became dark, and blood, stones, splinters and ash 
began raining down on the ground below. (11) 


[Note—'The battle in which these three demon warriors were directly involved and 
exhibited their skills is elaborated narrated in Valmiki Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 
55.] 


@o. tha Rifas a cag fefe na vas wat 
Werle Um Fas He ae BUS YRR Ul YE N 
doh. 


dēkhi nibira tama dasahunř disi kapidala bhaya'u khabhāra. 
ēkahi ēka na dēkha'ī jaham taham karahirmh pukara. 46. 
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When the monkeys and bears saw that there was sudden darkness surrounding them 
on all sides (and stones, blood and ash were raining down upon them), they became 
alarmed and shocked. It was so pitch dark that no one could see anyone else. As a 
result, the monkeys and bears found themselves all alone, left to fend for themselves. 
This left all of them dismayed and petrified with fear, and so they cried out in distress. 
(Doha no. 46) 


dio, Peet wy Tach aT | fore afer She SAAT Ul g Ul 
Tara a hfe AAS | aa AÀ RAE aT 2 N 


caupa’. 


sakala maramu raghunayaka jana. li'€ boli aħgada hanumana. 1. 
samacara saba kahi samujha'é. sunata kopi kapikunjara dha’é. 2. 


When Lord Ram came to know of this development, he called Angad and Hanuman. 


(1) 


After telling them of the news, the Lord explained to them its mystery’. Hearing 
everything, the two were very angry, and they departed immediately to settle the 
matter in the battle-field. (2) 


[Note—'The Lord explained to Angad and Hanuman that there was no actual rain of 
stones, blood and ash, and neither was there any extraordinary darkness in the battle- 
field as it was made out to be. It was merely the result of black-magic done by the 
demon commanders Anip, Akampan and Atikaaye. 

This enraged Angad and Hanuman no end. They rushed to the aid of their 
compatriots trapped in the battle-ground. ] 


yA para Sha ae ASAT | ah ATI WPS ACTA N 3 N 
WAS WHT hae TT Ae | rat Beet Pah Gre TNT tt N 


puni krpala hamisi capa carhava. pavaka sayaka sapadi calava. 3. 
bhaya'u prakasa katahum tama nahim. gyana udayam jimi sansaya jahim. 4. 


Then the merciful Lord Ram smiled, stringed his bow, and shot a fiery arrow in the 
direction of the battle-field. (3) 


Instantly the concerned area was lit up; there was no darkness anywhere around. It 
was like the case when darkness caused by ignorance and delusions is removed when 
there is light of knowledge, enlightenment and gnosis (collectively called ‘Gyan’)’. 


(4) 


[Note—'A similar idea extolling the importance of Gyan is found in Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 93.] 
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UST AHS Us Wena | ame eee ford STA ATAT NI & I 
STAT a TT TST | Ble A THAT TST S I 

UTA We uet att eat lands arey aft aga He i 9 N 
ae Ue sni Art Aral | AeA SUT SG att aft Tare Nc i 


bhalu balimukha pa'i prakasa. dha'é harasa bigata Srama trasa. 5. 

hanumana angada rana gajé. hamka sunata rajanicara bhajé. 6. 

bhagata bhata patakahim dhari dharani. karahim bhalu kapi adbhuta karani. 
7. 

gahi pada darahim sagara mahim. makara uraga jhasa dhari dhari khahim. 8. 


When there was light on the battle-field, the bears and monkeys felt exhilarated and 
encouraged. They dashed towards their enemies, the demons, with renewed zeal and 
vigour; all their weariness and distress were dispelled. (5) 


Meanwhile, Hanuman and Angad, who had arrived at the battle-field, roared fiercely. 
When the demon warriors heard their thunderous war-cry, they ran away in terror. 

[To wit, the demons were so terrified of Hanuman and Angad that their mere 
presence in the battle-ground was enough to make them flee for their lives.] (6) 


When the monkeys and bears saw that the demons were fleeing hastily in terror, they 
chased them in hot pursuit and overtook them. They caught the fleeing demons and 
dashed them violently on the ground. 

Verily, the bears and monkeys were performing wonderfully well and doing 
astonishing deeds in the battle-field! (7) 


Some of the demons who were fleeing were caught by their legs and dumped into the 
ocean, where alligators, crocodiles, sea-serpents and large fish such as sharks 
devoured them’. (8) 


[Note—'Some of the fleeing demons were killed by getting dashed to the ground, 
while others were caught by their legs, swung around like on a sling and then flung 
off to the ocean where they drowned or were caught by carnivorous marine creatures 
who had gathered near the shore to feed on warriors who came within their reach. ] 


Go, WHA HS Wat HS We As Ws | 


mi sire eiga fry eet act farag 1 wo I 


doha. 


kachu maré kachu ghayala kachu garha carhé para'i. 
garjahim bhalu balimukha ripu dala bala bicala'i. 47. 


Out of the great numbers of demon troops, some got slayed, some fell wounded on the 
ground, and some managed to escape and enter the fort. 

Having scattered the demon forces, the bears and monkeys (bhalu 
balimukha) roared and thundered triumphantly. (Doha no. 47) 
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do, Aaa mA aft ats art 1 sie wet aren ert g M 
TH pu Hk aca aad | aT Aaaa AMAT aat Ul 2 A 

caupa’. 

nisa jāni kapi cari'u ani. a'é jaham kōsalā dhani. 1. 

rama krpa kari citava sabahi. bha'é bigataSrama banara tabahi. 2. 


When night fell (and calm descended on the battle-field after the demons fled 
completely), all the four wings or divisions of the monkey and bear troops retired for 
the day and came back to their camp where Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal (kosala 
dhani), was’. (1) 


Lord Ram spread his grace and blessing over the whole assembly by casting his 
benevolent glance over his troops. The Lord’s reassuring and benign look removed 
whatever traces of weariness the warriors might have had; they felt rejuvenated and 
excited once again. [The monkeys and bears were ready for the next day’s battle.] (2) 


[Note—'This marks the end of the first day of the war.] 


Sel TAM haa HN | Ta AA Hela FHS FAT 3 
anar Hew Hrs GANT | chag at Hr pleat fora i ¥ N 


uham dasanana saciva hamkaré. saba sana kahési subhata jé maré. 3. 
adha kataku kapinha sanghara. kahahu bégi ka kari'a bicara. 4. 


Meanwhile, there in Lanka, the ten-headed Ravana summoned an urgent meeting of 
his ministers for a war council. He told them the names of all those demon warriors 
who had died in the battle that day. (3) 


He said woefully, ‘The monkeys have virtually eliminated half of our army. Tell me 
quickly now what your advice is in this matter. 

[To wit, don’t waste time in futile consultations and debates, and be quick in 
arriving at a decision regarding the strategy for the forthcoming days. Our forces are 
getting depleted rapidly, so there is no time for playing jokes. We have very little 
time, and whatever is to be done has to be done during this night itself.]’ (4) 


Meda sted sto arate | wert Arg frat Hat AT I & I 
ST Tat Atha Silat UTS | GAS At HS AT PASTA & N 
Wa dt Ts Sat kt set | stars aie 3 ae Tar ti 9 N 
ae WI wg A Ta a fae ag A eS Tac N 
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malyavanta ati jaratha nisacara. ravana matu pita mantri bara. 5. 
bola bacana niti ati pavana. sunahu tata kachu mora sikhavana. 6. 
jaba tē tumha sita hari ani. asaguna hohim na jahim bakhani. 7. 
bēda purana jasu jasu gayo. rama bimukha kahum na sukha pāyō. 8. 


There was an old demon named Malyawant amongst his ministers. He was a very 
senior demon and was like a parent for Ravana as he was his maternal grandfather. (5) 


He spoke words of great wisdom when he addressed Ravana, saying to him ‘Listen 
my dear (Sunahu tata) to some of my advice that I speak for your own good. (6) 


Ever since you have abducted Sita and brought her here, so many evil omens' are 
occurring on a regular basis that they can’t be listed and explained. (7) 


Mind you, anyone who has opposed Lord Ram, whose glory and divinity have been 
proclaimed and affirmed by the ancient scriptures such as Vedas and Purans, has 
never found peace and happiness. 

[So tell me honestly, how do you expect to find peace and happiness by being 
hostile to the Lord? My dear son, you are on the wrong path, and it would be good for 
all of us if you heed my advice and make a truce with the Lord by returning Sita to 
him and ending this war forthwith.]’ (8) 


[Note—'Some of the many bad signs portending bad days for a king and his kingdom 
are the following: (1) donkeys bray in a brutal voice; (2) clouds rain bloody water and 
thunder deafeningly; (3) the horizon and all the directions seem to be covered in a 
dark haze of smoke or dust; (4) vultures, jackals and serpents enter and hide inside 
gardens and make fearful noises; (5) the idol of goddess Kali, the patron goddess of 
the battle-field presiding over death and destruction, seems to smile; (6) women begin 
talking incoherently and walk while asleep; (7) the food meant as morsels for the 
crow are eaten by stray dogs; (8) donkeys are produced as calves of cows, and rats are 
produced from mongoose; (9) conjugal relationships are established between tigers 
and cats, dogs and pigs, demons and kinnars, and human beings and demons; they 
begin copulating; (10) blue pigeons with red claws enter homes; (11) a dark-skinned 
man with tonsured head roams around homes during dawn and dusk hours {apropos: 
Valmiki Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 35, verse nos. 25-34}; (12) the sacred fire of 
the sacrifice does not light up properly with a brilliant flame, but instead gives a lot of 
smoke and flying sparks, and leaves embers prematurely; (13) black ant contaminate 
the sweet pudding meant to be offered to the sacred fire during religious sacrifices; 
(14) the udder of cows dry up, the juicy exudation from the skin on the heads of 
elephants dry up, indicating that they have lost their stamina, and inspite of feeding 
well the horses remain hungry; (15) donkeys, camels, mules wail while their skin 
develops goose bumps; (16) well selected medicines fail to cure or give relief; (17) 
flocks of crows sit on houses and crow wildly while vultures fly overhead; (18) 
female jackals and hyenas and other carnivorous animals assemble near inhabited 
places and wail woefully {apropos: Valmiki Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 10, verse 
nos. 15-21}; (19) when the wind blows it is filled with dust; (20) there are 
earthquakes; (21) trees fall down without any apparent cause; (22) the evening sky 
looks dark red; (23) the rays of the moon appear to be red or dark; (24) blue dots 
appear either on the surface of the sun or move across it’s disc; (25) the stars become 
invisible because the night sky is covered in a haze of dust; (26) crows, kites, vultures 
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and other birds of prey drop dead suddenly from the sky {apropos: Valmiki Ramayan, 
Lanka Kand, Canto 23, verse nos. 4-11}; (27) clouds rain hot bloody water; (28) 
statues begin to cry; (29) consecrated idols sweat and begin moving from their 
pedestals; (30) mouse begins fighting with cats {apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka 
Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 28-32}.] 


qo. Rears ual Aled Hel hey acta | 
We AN As SaaS Pusey TAT ll V2 (R ) UI 
ITA AT AT SST ATT HATT | 
faa Aifa afè Gate arat aa farter ii we (|) UI 
doha. 
hiran'yaccha bhrata sahita madhu kaitabha balavana. 
jéhim maré so'i avatare'u krpasindhu bhagavana. 48 (a). 


[PAUSE 25 FOR A THIRTY-DAY RECITATION] 


kalarupa khala bana dahana gunagara ghanabodha. 
siva biranci jehi sevahim tasom kavana birddha. 48 (b). 


[Malyawant continued—] ‘The Supreme Lord who had slayed the powerful and 
strong demons named Madhu and Kaitav, as well as the two brothers Hiranyakshyapu 
and Hiranyaksha, has himself manifested once again (in the form of Lord Ram)’. 
(Doha no. 48-a) 


[PAUSE 25 FOR A THIRTY-DAY RECITATION] 


The Lord who personifies Kaal (the god of death), the Lord who is like a wild fire to 
burn a forest represented by wickedness and evil forces, the Lord who is embodiment 
of all goodness and excellent virtues, the Lord who is all-knowing, omniscient and an 
image of enlightenment, the Lord who is worshipped and adored by Lord Shiva and 
the creator Brahma—-say, what sense is there in being opposed to him?” (Doha no. 48- 
b) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede 
Doha no. 6. 


“Earlier, Mandodari, the wife of Ravana and the grand-daughter of Malyawant, had 
also entreated Ravana to realise his follies and end hostility with Lord Ram, but like 
Malyawant here she too had failed—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 8.] 


dio, ufteht are eg deat 1 sg Horsf aa AMT g N 
We TAT OT GA MT Leah Ye cH Ss STAT R N 
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ag fA a a mAN ae | sta WP ert Sara A 3 1 
Af SOA WA BTA STAT | seal Med Wis PUPA Ut ¥ N 


caupa’. 


parihari bayaru déhu baideéhi. bhajahu krpanidhi parama sanéhi. 1. 
tākē bacana bana sama lagé. kari'ā muha kari jahi abhagé. 2. 

būrha bha'ési na ta maraté'um tohi. aba jani nayana dékhavasi mohi. 3. 
tehim apané mana asa anumana. badhyo cahata éhi krpanidhana. 4. 


[I sincerely advice you to—] Give Sita (baidéhi) back to the Lord and discard your 
hostile attitude towards him'. You should, rather, develop devotion and adoration for 
Lord Ram who is, by his very nature, exceptionally merciful, kind and compassionate, 
as well as very affable, affectionate and endearing.’ (1) 


His (Malyawant’s) words appeared like sharp arrows piercing Ravana. He became 
furious and contemptuously rebuffed Malyawant: ‘Oh you wretched old fellow! 
Blacken your godforsaken face and go away from here. (2) 


You have become old (so I am constrained to spare your life); otherwise I would have 
slayed you instantly. Scoot immediately from here; get out of my sight, and don’t 
show me your ugly face again.’ (3) 


He (Malyawant) concluded in his heart that surely the Lord (Sri Ram, the manifested 
form of the Supreme Being), who is an embodiment of mercy, compassion and 
kindness (krpanidhana), wishes to get rid of him (Ravana) (and that is why Ravana 
has become so stubborn and deaf to good advice). (4) 


[Note—'Mandodari had made the same plea repeatedly to Ravana—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, (a) Lanka Kand, (i) Doha no. 6; (ii) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 14; (iii) Doha no. 15-b; (iv) Doha no. 37 and Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes it; (b) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 36. 

Ravana’s brother Vibhishan too had offered the same advice to Ravana which 
so much infuriated the latter that he kicked Vibhshan out of the kingdom—apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38— 
to Doha no. 39; (ii) Doha no. 40—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 42. 

At that time, when Vibhishan was making efforts to persuade Ravana to return 
Sita to Lord Ram and make peace with him, Malyawant had endorsed his views, but 
like now, Ravana had sternly rebuked him and turned him away—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 40. 


*The flustered Malyawant thought to himself: “Ravana is not listening because the 
Lord has cast his spell of delusions known as ‘Maya’ over him; it has eclipsed 
Ravana’s wisdom and the ability to think rationally. Forsooth, Ravana is in the throes 
of death; he is gripped by the fever of doom and destruction. He would therefore not 
listen, and it is absolutely futile even to try it. It’s the Lord’s wish which no one can 
change or challenge. It’s the fiat of fate and the writ of destiny that has made Ravana 
so obstinate and deaf to advice. What can I do; for that matter, what can anybody else 
do in this situation, for it has become absolutely hopeless. 
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The use of the word “krpanidhana” for Lord Ram, meaning that the Lord is a 
treasury of the grand virtues of mercy, kindness, compassion and grace, is significant 
here in the context of saying that “Ravana’s death is the wish of Lord Ram”. It 
implies that Lord Ram wants to slay Ravana not because the Lord lacks these virtues 
in the slightest, or because he is a war-mongering warrior, merciless, cruel and 
vengeful who is out to kill Ravana just because the latter has taken away his wife Sita, 
unmindful of the consequences that would follow, such as the heavy loss of life in the 
ensuing war and the total destruction of the demon race and ruin of the famed golden 
city of Lanka—but because it is so destined that Ravana would die at the hands of 
Lord Ram. 

The Lord was merely keeping his mandate and the promise he had made, as 
the Supreme Caretaker of this world, to the gods and mother earth on some earlier 
occasion. This death of Ravana was pleaded for by the latter, for they were so much 
horrified by Ravana’s unending torments and reckless misadventures that they had no 
option left for them but to pray to Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, to help them get 
rid of this evil menace, at which the Lord had promised them that he would personally 
come down as Lord Ram and do whatever is needed to honour their request. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 41 that precedes Doha no. 
184—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 187.}] 


A Se WAS Hed gafar | AT AH AAS HATET N & UI 
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so uthi gaya'u kahata durbada. taba sakopa bolé'u ghananada. 5. 
kautuka prāta dékhi'ahu mora. kariha'um bahuta kahaum ka thora. 6. 
suni suta bacana bharōsā ava. priti sameta anka baithava. 7. 


Muttering curses (on Ravana), he (Malyawant) got up agitatedly and went away (from 
the court)*. 

[*This part of the verse can be interpreted in another way as: “When Ravana 
used uncouth words for Malyawant, the latter got up and left the court.’’] 

Then, Meghanad (“ghananada”; the son of Ravana)! spoke boastfully --- (5) 


‘Watch what strange and fantastic deeds I would do tomorrow morning. I will do 
wonderful and awe-inspiring things; it is better for me not to speak much about them 
now before I actually exhibit my skills (in the battle-field}. (6) 


Hearing the confident words of his son, Ravana felt reassured. He was very pleased 
with Meghanad and affectionatly made him sit on his lap’. (6) 


[Note—'Meghanad was called “ghananada” because whenever he spoke angrily it 
was like a clap of thunder emanating from dark stormy clouds. 


When Meghanad observed that his father Ravana was feeling cornered, helpless and 
distressed, he immediately came to the latter’s rescue. He confidently told Ravana: 
“Look my father; don’t feel so disheartened. I am still around. Watch what havoc PI 
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unleash tomorrow morning in the battle-field. I would like to be modest by not 
speaking too much of what I intend to do, but have patience and see how I will avenge 
today’s debacle by wreaking the enemy’s forces ferociously.” 

Whenever in the past Ravana suffered defeat in the battle-field, it was 
Meghanad who come to his rescue. The most famous feat was when Meghanad had 
freed his father from the captivity of Indra, the king of gods, who had captured him 
when Ravana attacked heaven. Meghanad immediately launched an offensive to free 
his father, and after accomplishing this he had tied Indra and brought him to Lanka as 
a trophy of war. At that time Brahma had gone to free Indra by granting many boons 
to Meghanad in return. This story is narrated in (a) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand 
(Chapter 1), Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 78-81; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 50-54. 

As a result, Ravana not only loved Meghanad but put immense faith in him as 
is evident from verse no. 6 here. 

As the war progressed and Meghanad was killed, Ravana was unhinged and he 
became sure that he is going to lose. So thereafter, overcome with abject grief when 
he found that everything was lost and there was nothing more to lose than his own 
life, Ravana had fought the final phase of the war most fervently, most viciously and 
most ferociously like a true warrior does before he finally collapses and dies in the 
heat of battle. 

Meghanad lived up to his words, for in the next day’s battle he led the charge 
from the front and poured out his anger on the enemy forces vehemently. He 
performed many magical feats that would be described shortly in Chaupai line nos. 1- 
5 that precede Doha no. 52. It was during this battle that Meghanad had shot and 
wounded Laxman, making him fall unconscious in the battle-field—apropos: Chaupai 
line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 54. 


*To wit, Ravana made Meghanad sit very close to him on the royal throne; Meghanad 
sat so close to his father that for all practical purposes he appeared to be sitting on 
Ravana’s lap. Perhaps Meghanad had one of his hands resting on Ravana’s lap, with 
his father spreading his hand over his shoulder to hold his dear son tightly close, 
giving the impression that the son was virually sitting on his father’s lap. This gesture 
was meant to express Ravana’s thanks and gratitude for his beloved son Meghanad. | 


ma fart vas Regent vert aft oft ae SST e N 
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karata bicara bhaya'u bhinusara. lagé kapi puni cahiim du'ara. 8. 
kopi kapinha durghata garhu ghéra. nagara kolahalu bhaya'u ghanéra. 9. 
bibidhayudha dhara nisicara dha'é. garha tē parbata sikhara dhaha’é. 10. 


The whole night was spent in consultations. When the day broke the next day, the 
monkeys and bears once again surrounded the four gates of the fort’. (8) 


When the powerful monkeys and bears laid siege of the gates and the news spread 
wildly in Lanka, there was an immense turmoil inside the city. (9) 
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The demon warriors grabbed myriad kinds of weapons and rushed to face them. They 
threw (or rolled down) huge boulders resembling pointed peaks of mountains 
(parbata sikhara) from the top of the fort (in order to crush the monkeys and bears 
who were massed at the four gates, and surrounded the walls of the fort). (10) 


[Note—'This is the beginning of the second day of the war.] 


Bo. Ge eter far alles fafaa fates tem act e 1 
Tete Hatt uaaa Wit SY We Sh EA N 2 N 
Were face Ye Ted Hed A Med WA VST UT 3 | 
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chanda. 


dhahé mahidhara sikhara kotinha bibidha bidhi gola calé. 1. 
ghaharata jimi pabipata garjata janu pralaya ke badalé. 2. 

markata bikata bhata jutata katata na latata tana jarjara bha'ē. 3. 
gahi saila tēhi garha para calavahirh jahan so tahanř nisicara ha'ē. 4. 


Huge boulders, large as hills and mountains, were rolled down the sides of the fort, 
and countless balls were shot (from canons and catapults). (Chanda line no. 1) 


They (the canons and catapults) produced deafening sounds as if countless 
thunderbolts were striking simultaneously. They (the demons and monkey warriors) 
roared and made war-cries fiercely like so many clouds of doomsday rumble and 
thunder in unison. (Chanda line no. 2) 


The ferocious monkey and bear warriors (markata bikata bhata) clashed with their 
enemies; inspite of their bodies suffering wounds they do not demur or relent or 
hesitate from engaging their adversaries in violent, no holds-barred duels. (Chanda 
line no. 3) 


They (the monkeys and bears) grab the falling boulders and fling them back on the 
fort like so many missiles that are shot back with such high velocity that when they hit 
the demons atop the walls of the fort, they fall down dead instantly’. (Chanda line no. 
4) 


[Note—Thus the battle of the second day progressed with violence and mayhem, 
causing serious injuries and casualties on both the sides. 

It is to be noted that till this point of time, the mighty gates of the fort of 
Lanka could not be breached; they still held their ground. However, they soon will be 
opened when Meghanad marched to the battle-front to take on the Lord’s army head- 
on as promised to Ravana a little while ago in Chaupai line no. 6 that follows Doha 
no. 48 and precedes these above Chandas. 

It ought to be noted that no worthwhile gain was made by either side during 
the whole of the first day of the war, and the first half of the second day too. The two 
giant armies clashed and dashed but gained nothing except bloodshed and mayhem. 
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Meghanad decided to break this logjam by intervening himself. He would 
march to the battle-field with his large and well-equipped demon army to face the 
enemy, and this would necessitate the unlocking of the gigantic gates of the fort. 
Though this “opening of the gates” is not specifically mentioned in the Text, but it is 
an obvious conclusion—because without their opening, the massive demon army, 
their huge war chariots and their countless warriors and great commanders, one of 
them being Meghanad himself, could not step on the battle-field and fight the war 
directly with Lord Ram, his brother Laxman, Vibhishan who too lent his hand, 
Sugriv, the king of the monkey forces, and Jamvant, the chief of the bears. 

The main actions of the war unfolded on the battle-ground outside the walls of 
the fort. We shall be reading all about it as the war progresses. | 


Slo, FET GP Stat ata Tg OPT Sent Bg | 
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méghanada suni Sravana asa garhu puni chénka ā'i. 
utaryo bira durga tern sanmukha calyo baja'i. 49. 


When Meghanad (the valiant son of Ravana) heard that the monkeys and bears have 
once again surrounded the fort and have laid siege to it, he decided to enter the fray 
himself. So he got down from the fort to the accompaniment of beating of war-drums 
(to announce to the enemy that he is coming forward to tackle them), and went to face 
the formations of enemy’s forces assembled in the front of the fort of Lanka’. (Doha 
no. 49) 


[Note—'Till this point of time, all earlier fighting had taken place inside the walls of 
the fort—because the demon warriors were so scared of the invading army of 
monkeys and bears that they did not dare to open the giant gates of the fort, forcing 
their enemy to leap over its great walls and engage in hand-to-hand battles right inside 
the city of Lanka. As we have read, this caused widespread panic and devastation in 
Lanka. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 3-4 that precede 
Doha no. 41; Chaupai line nos. 2-4 that precede Doha no. 42; Doha no. 43 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that precede it; Doha no. 44 along with Chaupai line nos. 3-8 
that precede it; and Doha no. 45.} 

Meghanad was extremely peeved at this cowardly behaviour of his demon 
warriors. So now he decided to take the battle to the field opposite the fort where he 
would directly face his chief adversaries such as Lord Ram, his brother Laxman, and 
Vibhishana whom Meghanad regarded as a traitor and betrayer of his race. By taking 
the war to the battle-field outside the fort, any further destruction of Lanka and 
damage to the fort would at least be prevented. 

Once the gigantic gates of the fort of Lanka were opened and the first battle 
was fought outside it with Meghanad leading his demon troops, the course of the war 
changed in as much as the rest of the bloody war was fought in the plains opposite the 
city. 

It is also believed that the battle with Meghanad happened during ‘Pushya 
Nakshatra’, i.e. during the time when the asterism known as Pushya was dominant. ] 


4114 


clo, che aaea et wrat | edt Genet AR facta ii 2 I 
we Ae Aer Stare Ear | She SAT Tet Star tt R N 
pet fatal AA | srg wale Bis ANS Birt 3 N 


caupa’. 


kaham kosaladhisa dvau bhrata. dhanvi sakala loka bikhyata. 1. 
kahan nala nila dubida sugriva. angada hanumanta bala sinva. 2. 
kaham bibhisanu bhratadrohi. aju sabahi hathi mara'un/ Ohi. 3. 


Meghanad thundered diabolically: ‘Where is the Lord of Kaushal (Lord Ram); where 
are the two brothers (i.e. Lord Ram and Laxman) who are famed all over the world for 
their skill with the bow (i.e. are known to be famous archers)? [I have come here to 
challenge them; where are they; why don’t they come out now in the open before 
me?] (1) 


Say, where are Nala, Neela, Dwivid, Sugriv; where is Angad and Hanuman who call 
themselves as extremely valiant? [Why, where are they now? Let them show their 
faces to me; I have come to meet them in the battle-field. Why are they hiding? ] (2) 


And where is the traitor Vibhishan who has betrayed his own brother (Ravana) and 
turned hostile towards him? 
Come you, one and all; today I shall slay all of them at one go.’ (3) 


[Note—'How did Meghanad know the names whom he lists now to come forward to 
meet the challenge? Here’s the answer: 

Earlier when the invading monkeys had raised war cries, they had done so in 
the name of Lord Ram, Laxman and Sugriv—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Doha no. 39. 

A little later, when the demons pushed back the monkeys with a vicious 
counter-attack, making them flee in terror, they had called for help, and at that time 
the retreating monkeys called out the names of Angad, Hanuman, Nala, Neela and 
Dwivid—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 43. 

The name of Vibhishan, who was Meghanad’s uncle, was of course already 
known to him. 

So this is how Meghanad got to know the names of the chiefs in the enemy 
camp. | 
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asa kahi kathina bana sandhané. atisaya krodha Sravana lagi tané. 4. 
sara samuha so charai lāgā. janu sapaccha dhavahim bahu naga. 5. 
jaham taham parata dékhi'ahim banara. sanmukha hō'i na saké tēhi avasara. 
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6. 


With this formidable challenge, he (Meghanad) raised his bow and angrily pulled its 
string tight, stretching it right back to his ears. (4) 


Then he shot a volley of abominable arrows that flew so fast and fierce, with a hissing 
sound, that they appeared to be winged snakes dashing forward towards their prey. (5) 


Everywhere one could see there were monkeys falling to the ground, for none could 
face him (Meghanad)'. (6) 


[Note—'To wit, the volley of sharp arrows shot angrily by Meghanad slammed into 
the front ranks of the monkey army, felling countless warriors. The arrows were shot 
so rapidly that none of the monkey warriors had the least chance to lunge at 
Meghanad and catch hold of him.] 
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jahan tahan? bhagi calé kapi richa. bisari sabahi jud'dha kai Icha. 7. 
so kapi bhalu na rana maham dékha. kinhési jéhi na prana avasésa. 8. 


Under the fierce onslaught launched by Meghanad, the terrified monkeys and bears 
ran helter-skelter everywhere; they were so sore alarmed and affright, and so much 
scared out of their wits by the ferocity of the attack, as well as the sight of so many of 
their numbers falling down to the ground, either as wounded or as dead, that the 
fleeing warriors lost all enthusiasm and courage to get involved in the battle any 
further. (7) 


Not a single monkey or bear warrior was seen in the battlefield who was not scared 
for his life due to Meghanad’s brutal attack. 

[To wit, all those who remained alive lost their zeal to fight as they became 
very concerned about their own survival after witnessing the fate of their companions, 
most of whom were lying wounded or dead on the ground. The result was that, for the 
time being, the rout of the monkeys and bears was complete. | (8) 
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doha. 

dasa dasa sara saba marési paré bhumi kapi bira. 

simhanada kari garja meghanada bala dhira. 50. 


[The ferocity of Meghanad’s attack and the rapidity with which he shot his volley of 
arrows can be gauged by the fact that—] He shot and wounded every monkey and 
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bear warrior with around ten arrows aimed at each of them’, and the result was that all 
of them fell down mortally wounded in the battle-field. 

Having decimated his enemy, the brave, courageous, strong and valiant 
Meghanad (méghanada bala dhira) roared thunderously, in triumph, like a lion 
(who has boldly entered and fearlessly attacked a group of wild animals, killing some, 
and making others flee in terror). (Doha no. 50) 


[Note—'By saying that each monkey and bear warrior was hit by “ten arrows” it is 
meant that Meghanad shot countless arrows at them; the arrows rained down over the 
monkeys and bears like so many pieces of hail-stones falling upon them from the sky 
during a fierce hail-storm, that there was no count of how many pellets of hail hit each 
warrior. The arrows fell so rapidly and thickly that they resembled a large piece of 
blanket-of-needles descending from the sky to cover the entire ground of the battle- 
field, virtually suffocating every single warrior on the ground and taking the breath 
out of them. 

Another significance of the number “ten” is that the arrows hit every single 
organ of the body of the monkey and bear warriors, making them grievously injured 
and wailing woefully in pain. It ought to be noted here that there are five organs of 
perception and five organs of action in the body of an individual, bringing the total to 
ten organs. 

The five organs of perception and the five organs of action, with their 
corresponding objects, are the following: ‘ear’ is concerned with hearing; ‘eye’ with 
seeing; ‘tongue’ with tasting; ‘skin’ with touch; ‘nose’ with smelling; ‘mouth’ with 
speaking; ‘leg’ with walking; ‘hand’ with receiving and giving and doing deeds; 
‘excretory’ with elimination of waste from the body; and ‘genitals’ with procreation. 

So therefore, every pore of the body of the warriors was made to bleed; their 
bodies were filled with wounds. ] 
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dékhi pavanasuta kataka bihala. krodhavanta janu dhaya'u kala. 1. 
mahasaila ēka turata upara. ati risa méghanada para dara. 2. 


When the son of the wind god (“pavanasuta”’; Hanuman) observed that the army was 
in a dire strait and panicky, he immediately dashed forward angrily, as if the god of 
death had himself lunged forward, filled with vengeance’. (1) 


He immediately uprooted a huge mountain (i.e. a gigantic boulder or rock) and threw 
it on Meghanad very wrathfully, with full force (in order to crush him underneath it)’. 


(2) 


[Note—'It is believed that Hanuman was a manifestation of Lord Shiva’s form known 
as ‘Rudra’. This form of the Lord is his angry form, and Shiva assumes this form at 
the time of conclusion of creation when, at the time of doomsday, hellfire and 
brimstone burns and consumes everything in this world. This form of Lord Shiva is 
also synonym of death, and hence represents the ‘god of death’ known as Kaal. This 
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is why Hanuman’s angry rush at Meghanad is compared to the rush of the god of 
death, known as Kaal, in order to punish the demon prince. 


“This is the third confrontation between Hanuman and Meghand. 

The first occurred when Hanuman had come to Lanka to search for Sita— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
19—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 20. 

The second occasion was in Lanka when Meghanad was defending the 
western gates of the fort of Lanka and the monkey army was unable to breach it. At 
that time too the monkeys had fled in terror when the demons had launched a fierce 
counter-attack on them. Hanuman leapt on the fort and attacked Meghanad with a 
huge mountain-like rock, breaking the demon prince’s chariot, killing his charioteer, 
and kicking Meghanad in the chest, making him swoon and fall to the ground. This 
episode is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that 
precede Doha no. 43. 

This is the third occasion, and it is presently being described between Doha 
no. 49—to Chaupai line 4 that precedes Doha no. 51.] 
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avata dekhi gaya'u nabha so’. ratha sarathi turaga saba kho’. 3. 
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When he (Meghanad) saw that Hanuman was coming to him with a mighty rock ready 
to be hurled at him, he (having had a bitter experience of such an attack by Hanuman 
and its serious consequences) immediately ascended to the sky, abandoning his 
chariot, charioteer and horses in great haste’. (3) 


Hanuman challenged him repeatedly to come down and face him like a bold warrior, 
but Meghanad was overcome with sore affright as he recalled the bitter experience he 
had had of a similar attack by Hanuman on an earlier occasion’ that he durst not come 
near. (4) 


[Note—'Meghanad saw it coming; he had witnessed such an attack by Hanuman 
previously when he had managed to survive by the breadth of his hair. It happened 
during their second confrontation near the western gates of the fort of Lanka when 
Hanuman had similarly dumped a huge mountain-like rock on Meghanad, breaking 
his war chariot and killing his charioteer, and when Meghanad fell to the ground, 
kicking him viciously in the chest so furiously that he swooned and became 
unconscious. Another charioteer, driving a reserve chariot, had taken the seriously 
wounded Meghanad back into the fort of Lanka. This episode is narrated in: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that precede Doha no. 43. 


*Meghanad could not forget it, and the mere sight of Hanuman furiously dashing 
towards him with a gigantic rock in his hand, ready to smash the light of life out of 
him, chilled Meghanad, and sucked the courage and the wit out of him. So he left his 
chariot instantly to escape from being crushed with it when the rock hit hard, with a 
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great velocity. Meghanad managed to jump into the air in the nick of time, just at the 
moment the rock came down heavily upon his chariot, managing to save himself by 
the width of his skin. 

Meghanad therefore dared not come on the ground to face Hanuman 
physically; so he decided instead to use the many magical tricks he knew from a 
distance, from the safe environ of the sky itself, so that if anything went awry, he 
would be able to escape quickly. | 


qaf Fame WAS GATS VATA Tet HUT TANT y N 
aF UE mga a Sk | alqenel WY lle Pare N g N 


raghupati nikata gaya'u ghananada. nana bhamti karési durbada. 5. 
astra sastra ayudha saba daré. kautukahim prabhu kati nivaré. 6. 


[In order to divert Hanuman’s attention—] He, who could thunder like a cloud 
(“ghananada”; i.e. Meghanad), went to the place where Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) 
was, and hurled many kinds of abuses and insulting words at the Lord. (5) 


After venting his verbal ire on the Lord, Meghanad shot many kinds of weapons at 
him'. The Lord, who was an expert in the art of use of weaponry during warfare, 
easily neutralised all his weapons as if it was a mere game for him. (6) 


[Note—'The weapons used by Meghanad were of many kinds, falling under three 
chief categories—viz. one that was shot like a missile, e.g. an arrow, one that was 
thrown like a spear or a lance, and one that was hand-held and used directly, such as a 
battle-axe and a sword. 

Meghanad used all of them simultaneously in order to overwhelm his enemy, 
Lord Ram. He probably was unaware that Lord Ram was a trained warrior belonging 
to the Kshatriya race, a race that is by birth a martial race. Meghanad also had no 
information how the Lord had easily neutralised such attacks, not by one or two 
demon warriors but by an entire army of ferocious and blood-hungry demons on 
earlier occasions, so an attack by an individual demon was merely a sport for Lord 
Ram. There are previous occasions which we recall when Lord Ram had single- 
handedly overcome such ferocious attacks by angry demons. 

One such prominent occasion was when Lord Ram was attacked by the 
vicious army of Marich and Subahu while the Lord was protecting the fire sacrifice of 
sage Vishwamitra—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 
that precede Doha no. 210. 

The other significant occasion was when Khar and Dushan attacked the Lord 
with their army of ferocious demons after their sister Supernakha was punished by the 
Lord for her pervert behaviour—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 20-a.] 
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dékhi pratapa murha khisi'ana. karai lāga maya bidhi nana. 7. 
jimi ko'u karai garura saim khela. darapavai gahi svalpa sapela. 8. 


The stupid fellow (Meghanad) felt very frustrated when he observed the immense 
skills of the Lord (i.e. in the way he had neutralised all the weapons and prevented 
any of them from harming him), and so he (Meghanad) decided to employ the many 
magical tricks he knew, by using which he could create various kinds of illusions. (7) 


It was like the case of a foolish man trying to tease Garud (the mount of Lord Vishnu 
who relishes devouring serpents) by holding a small snake in his hand and showing it 
to the giant bird (Garud), trying to shoo him away with the snake’. (8) 


[Note—'Garud, the legendary Eagle who is the celestial mount of Lord Vishnu, can 
easily snap and gobble up all species of serpents, no matter how large and poisonous 
the reptile is. So it is ridiculously foolish to scare away Garud by showing him a small 
serpent. 

Similarly, it is so utterly foolish for Meghanad in showing his weapons as well 
as his magical tricks to Lord Ram, not knowing that the Lord was a Master of all such 
small and cheap tricks, as he is the Supreme Lord of this creation who has himself 
created all tricks in existence. To wit, what weapons and tricks Meghanad used 
against Lord Ram were but a small part, a very small and limited fraction, of the vast 
numbers of weapons and magical tricks that the maverick supreme Creator had 
created as a part of his vast empire that is known as the universe. ] 


ao. WIG uaa aren aa faa Aifa as BIE | 
ate fearas Farrar Frat aren aft Ae I yg Ul 
doh. 


jasu prabala maya basa siva biranci bara chota. 
tahi dikhava'i nisicara nija maya mati khota. 51. 


Forsooth, the Lord (Ram, the Supreme Being) whose Maya (powers to create illusions 
and delusions) is so powerful and omnipotent that all the powers and skills possessed 
by Lord Shiva and the creator Brahma taken together are dwarfed in its comparison, 
so much so that they are perpetually under the grand spell of the Lord’s Maya’, the 
demon prince (Meghanad) is so immensely dumb-headed that he was showing his 
cheap tricks to that same Lord”! (Doha no. 51) 


[Note—'A similar idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, (i) Baal Kand, Doha no. 
140; (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 6; (iii) Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 22; and (iv) Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 
that precedes Doha no. 71. 


?To wit, it was an extremely stupid thought and an ignorant behaviour of Meghanad to 
even imagine that he could stun Lord Ram with his magical tricks and weapons. But 
had he been not that foolish as he obviously was in the first place, he would not have 
wasted his energy and time even in attempting to fool Lord Ram with his stupid acts; 
on the contrary, he would have thought himself very honoured and privileged to have 
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the chance to welcome the Lord, who had come calling right at his doorstep, and offer 
him his respect and tribute. 

Why Meghanad alone; if his father Ravana had this kind of wisdom and 
knowledge, the savage war could have been avoided and the demon race could have 
been spared annihilation. But Destiny had destined things differently for them and 
their race, and no amount of preaching would bring light to this ill-fated race that was 
destined to doom and destruction like a twig which is involuntarily sucked up, spun 
and taken away to oblivion by a strong wind during a violent storm. ] 


dio, mA aR ay forget st late a We StS HATT Il g Ul 
AMT vite fara frat are ware eft ates are ui 2 u 
fast ya BT Ha AIST | AUS Hage SUT AE BIST Il 3 N 
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caupa’. 


nabha cadhi barasa bipula angara. mahi té pragata hohim jaladhara. 1. 
nana bhamti pisaca pisaci. maru katu dhuni bolahirh naci. 2. 

bistaé puya rudhira kaca hara. barasa'i kabahum upala bahu chara. 3. 
barasi dhiri kinhési amdhi'ara. sūjha na āpana hatha pasara. 4. 


[Having failed to have any influence of his dirty tricks on Lord Ram, Meghanad 
changed his tactic; now he decided instead to attack the monkeys and bears spread all 
over the battle-field. So, what did he do?'] 


He (Meghanad) went up in the sky and employed his magical powers to create a scene 
of doomsday (to terrify the army of monkeys and bears) by showering a large quantity 
of fireballs on the ground below, and at the same time created an illusion of water 
gushing out in large spouts from crevices formed on the earth. (1) 


Various denominations of phantoms and hobgoblins, both males and females, began 
their death-dance on the battle-field, with blood-curdling shrieks calling for killing 
and chopping of warriors. (2) 


From the sky there rained down all sorts of garbage, stinking slush and other 
abhorable things on the ground; sometimes it was a rain of excreta, mucous, blood, 
hairs and bones, and at other times it was a hail of sharp stones and raining of hot ash. 


(3) 


He created a virtual dust-storm so thick and heavy that a dark cloud covered the sky 
and blocked all sunlight, causing such a thick blanket of darkness to form all around 
the battle-field that one could not see one’s own hands. (4) 


[Note—'Meghanad had earlier assured his father Ravana that he would perform such 
miraculous deeds in the battle-field the next day that the like of which had never been 
witnessed by anyone ever—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 49. 

So now he was carrying out his promise. ] 
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kapi akulané maya dékhéem. saba kara marana bana ehi lekhem. 5. 
kautuka dékhi rama musukaneé. bha'ē sabhita sakala kapi jané. 6. 
ēka bana kati saba maya. jimi dinakara hara timira nikaya. 7. 
krpadrsti kapi bhalu biloké. bha'ē prabala rana rahahim na roké. 8. 


The monkeys and bears were utterly terrified when they witnessed this illusion similar 
to doomsday, and they panicked, thinking that this situation portended certain death 
for all of them. (5) 


Meanwhile, Lord Ram smiled (as he was amused) when he saw this illusionary scene 
resembling the sight witnessed on doomsday, and also realised its widespread 
negative effect on the monkeys and bears who panicked because they believed it to be 
a reality. (6) 


[What did the Lord do?] So the Lord shot an arrow that instantly cut through this veil 
of delusions to restore the situation as it existed prior to Meghanad’s tricks, just like 
the appearance of the sun cuts through, in a moment, the veil of darkness cast by the 
night. (7) 


Then Lord Ram looked around the ground of the battle-field, casting his benevolent 
glance over all the monkeys and bears to bless them. The Lord’s rejuvenating glance 
had a magical effect as it instantly restored the confidence and vigour of the troops so 
much that they became all the more ferocious, formidable, and un-stoppable in the 
battle-field". (8) 


[Note—'Lord Ram had done it earlier also when he shot an arrow to illuminate the 
battle-field which was covered by darkness during the first day of the war when his 
troops had become panicky, and once again when the darkness was removed the 
monkeys and bears fought with renewed vigour and zeal—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 47—to Doha no. 47, 
along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it. 

Lord Ram’s grace was so singular and divine by nature that whenever he 
merely looked at his troops, a sort of current passed through all its members, 
electrifying them and filling each monkey and bear with vigorous zeal, astounding 
dynamism, and a stupendous amount of energy. One example of this unique 
phenomenon is to be found at the time when the huge army started from Kishkindha 
on its way to Lanka, when a glance of Lord Ram inspired the whole army and 
electrified it; the monkeys and bears acquired a punch and strength of countless 
mountains striking at once—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 35.] 
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ao, amag mh wa ule siaha Aft MA | 
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ayasu magi rama pahim angadadi kapi satha. 
lachimana calé krud'dha ho'i bana sarasana hatha. 52. 


Laxman, the younger brother of Lord Ram and his constant companion, asked the 
Lord for permission to join the battle. Having got the Lord’s nod, he moved forward 
angrily in the battle-field with a bow and arrows at the ready in his hands; he was 
accompanied by Angad and other brave monkey warriors’. (Doha no. 52) 


[Note—'The following verses would narrate the first battle between Laxman and 
Meghanad. It was during this duel that Laxman fainted when he was hit by an arrow 
shot by the demon prince. The end of this duel would also mark the end of the third 
day of the war in Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 55 which we shall be 
reading by-and-by. 

Who were the “other brave warriors” who accompanied Laxman? Naturally 
they were the chief commanders of the troops, and some of their names have been 
listed in Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 43 earlier—viz. Angad, Hanuman, 
Nala, Neela, Dwivida. There were others too, such as Mayanda, Dadhimukha, Gada, 
Vikatasa etc. as mentioned Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 54. 

Then of course there were Sugriv and Jamvant, the chiefs of the monkeys and 
bears as a community. Perhaps these senior commanders, such as the latter two, 
remained with Lord Ram at their base camp. This observation is endorsed in Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 75 wherein 
Lord Ram has himself asked Sugriv and Jamvant to remain by his side at the time he 
sent Laxman to fight with Meghanad for the second time during which the demon 
prince was killed. 

There are some very significant points to note in connection with the two 
battles between Laxman and Meghanad, and they are as follows:- 

When Laxman went out to fight Meghanad for the first time, as he is doing 
now, he was very angry and full of self confident that he would be able to trounce his 
enemy. Because of his anger he lost his sense of propriety and wisdom that would 
have told him to first pay his respects to his elder brother Lord Ram and seek his 
blessings for victory before asking for permission to go to face Meghanad. Besides 
this, Laxman was raring to go alone when other monkey warriors, such as Angad etc., 
voluntarily offered to accompany him. For this also, no express permission was 
sought from the Lord, and neither did the Lord told anyone of them to accompany 
Laxman. These things are clear from this Doha no. 52. 

Compared to this, the situation was starkly different when Laxman had gone 
out to engage his adversary for the second time. At that time, Laxman had done so 
because the Lord himself had expressly asked him to do it. Besides this, during this 
second time, Laxman was reliant on Lord Ram’s grace and blessings to win his 
adversary; he had invoked the Lord’s majesty and glory at the time of seeking 
permission to go. He had also bowed his head before Lord Ram just before departure. 
As regarding the other monkey warriors who accompanied Laxman, it was also 
ordered by the Lord—that Angad and others should go with Laxman. These things are 
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explicitly mentioned in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 75, and Chaupai 
line nos. 6-12 that precede it. 

These crucial gestures empowered Laxman and made him able to slay 
Meghanad during his second engagement with him. During the first engagement, as 
we see however, Laxman had too much of self-confidence in his own abilities, in his 
own powers and strength by which he believed he would easily defeat Meghanad, 
instead of relying on the grace of the Lord in order to achieve this success. So in his 
haste Laxman had neither bowed his head before Lord Ram nor invoked the Lord’s 
grace, mystical powers and divinity as a majestic force with which to fight and win 
his enemy. He was also ‘angry’, and in anger his wisdom and sense of propriety 
abandoned him. 

The result was that Laxman not only failed to overcome Meghand during the 
first battle, but he was seriously wounded too and fell to the ground unconscious. On 
the second occasion however, the situation changed as now Laxman was protected by 
the Lord’s grace, as a result of which he successfully slayed Meghanad. 

There are two important lessons we learn from these two situations: The first 
is that ‘anger’ is a bad thing; it robs a person of his ability to think and act properly. 
This fact is endorsed elsewhere in Ram Charit Manas also, viz. in Baal Kand, Doha 
no. 277 where Laxman had told sage Parashuram that ‘anger is at the root of all sinful 
activities’. But the irony is that Laxman himself forgets this maxim now. 

The second lesson is: We must always rely on the Lord God for everything in 
life instead of boasting of our own abilities; whatever one does, whenever he does it, 
he ought to first pay his respects to the Lord God and be clear in his head that success 
and failure are not of his own doing but they are what the Lord wishes. Sometimes it 
happens that what appears to be today’s failure proves to be god-sent blessing in the 
days to come. So it is always better and useful to rely on the Lord God in order to 
have peace of mind and soul. ] 
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chataja nayana ura bahu bisala. himagiri nibha tanu kachu éka lala. 1. 
ihānř dasanana subhata patha'é. nana astra sastra gahi dhā'ē. 2. 
bhudhara nakha bitapayudha dhari. dhā'ē kapi jaya rama pukari. 3. 
bhiré sakala jorihi sana jori. ita uta jaya iccha nahim thori. 4. 


He (Laxman) had fiery-red eyes (indicating his seething anger as he was wroth with 
exceeding wrath), a broad muscular chest, and long robust arms (implying that he had 
a muscular and well-built body of a strong, brave and powerful warrior who possesses 
the physical prowess by which he can defeat his opponent very easily in a hand-to- 
hand duel). 

His body had a fair complexion like that of a snow-covered mountain, albeit it 
was a wee whit tanned red (with excitement and anger, as well as due to the fact that 
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Laxman had been exposed to the elements of Nature for the past fourteen years of his 
forest sojourn by the side of his elder brother Lord Ram)’. (1) 


Meanwhile, the ten-headed Ravana sent reinforcement to help his son Meghanad; 
these formidable demon warriors grabbed all sorts of weapons they could lay their 
hands on, and arming themselves to the teeth they dashed forward (to aid the demon 
prince). (2) 


The monkey and bear warriors raised a fierce war-cry praising Lord Ram and his 
glory as they too rushed forward to join the fray (and help Laxman); they grabbed 
parts of huge mountains, such as large rocks and boulders, as well as uprooted trees as 
their weapons. (3) 


The two troops clashed head on with each other in a furious hand-to-hand battle, 
forming groups that engaged themselves in vicious duels, each vying with the other to 
have an upper hand and defeat the opponent, because both the sides had no lack of 
desire and the will to win’. (4) 


[Note—'This verse describes how Laxman looked when he stepped out from his 
camp into the battle-field to take on Meghanad. 


?This is the second direct face-to-face, vicious, no-holds barred and bloody clash 
between the warriors of the two sides, demons on one side, and monkey and bear 
warriors on the other side. The first such clash occurred during the assault on the fort 
of Lanka, and it is described in full earlier in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 39—to Doha no. 47.] 
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muthikanha latanha datanha katahim. kapi jayasila mari puni datahim. 5. 
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The Kapis (monkeys and bears) are motivated and so inspired by the surety of victory 
that nothing holds them back; they fight vigorously and enthusiastically, clobbering 
their opponents (the demon warriors) and hitting them hard with their clenched fists 
and vicious kicks, and biting them deep and ferociously with their sharp teeth. The 
monkeys and bears, thus, first hit the demons hard, severely wounding and 
demoralising them, and then the victorious Kapis sternly admonished their adversaries 
(lecturing them on the fruitlessness of their wasting their energy and life for a lost 
cause, a cause that is wrong from the beginning)". (5) 
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There was utter chaos and mayhem in the battle-field. Blood-chilling shrieks of the 
warriors, yelling repeatedly ‘kill, kill; catch hold and kill, break the skull and severe 
the head; tear apart the limbs’ [6], rented the air and reverberated all over the nine 
segments of the island (of Lanka)’. Here and there, and everywhere else, whithersover 
one could see, severed heads and fragmented skulls flew thick and wild like so many 
flying objects hurled all over the ground [7]. (6-7) 


The gods were watching the strange spectacle from the sky; sometimes they were 
struck with horror at this sight of the ferocity of the war, and at other times they felt 
glad that the war has, at last, commenced’. (8) 


[Note—'A similar thing occurred earlier too during the first day of the war. Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 44. 


?The whole island of Lanka was filled with the sound of war. The island was 
geographically divided into nine segments for administrative purposes. The clamour 
and the turmoil of the war, the shrieks of warriors and the clash of weapons, was 
deafening, and it echoed all over the land. 


`The gods sometimes became alarmed at the mismatch between the two sides, for the 
monkeys and bears were pitted against demons who were superior to them in all 
respects of warfare, for they had better weapons, were very ferocious and reckless, 
knew new many tricks to deceive their opponents, and were seasoned warriors who 
were veterans of countless wars in which they had successfully conquered not only 
the rulers of earth but had even vanquished the all-powerful gods in heaven. So the 
gods sometimes feared for the safety of the army of Lord Ram as it consisted of 
monkeys and bears who are usually regarded as an inferior and weaker race in the 
hierarchy of creation. 

But soon they recovered themselves and regained their confidence of victory, 
making them feel glad that the war has actually started, because now their long- 
cherished dream of getting rid of the cruel and sinful demons would be realised. After 
all, this is for what they had prayed to Lord Vishnu, whereat the Lord had promised 
them that he would come down personally to earth as Lord Ram to fulfil their wish. 
So now the time has come when their wish for the elimination of Ravana and his 
vicious horde of cruel and sinful demons was about to be fulfilled, about to be 
realised. Hence, it was a time to celebrate and feel happy. ] 


ao. SRR mg Ut ut shat Har aft SSS | 
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doha. 
rudhira gara bhari bhari jamyo upara dhüri urā'i. 
janu amgara rasinha para mrtaka dhūma rahyao chā'i. 53. 


All the potholes, cavities and fissures of the earth were filled with blood flowing into 
them; this blood so collected then coagulated and formed a thick crust over which 
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layers of dust settled. Thick clouds of dust also flew all over the battle-ground (as it 
was kicked up by gusts of wind). 

The sight resembled a cremation ground where so many pyres could be seen 
with hot ash over which red-hot ambers burnt, and the sky around was filled with a 
cloud of dark smoke that arose from the dead bodies that were laid over this heap for 
the purpose of cremation. (Doha no. 53) 


[Note—This imagery draws one’s attention to the horrifying and repulsive sight 
witnessed in the battle-field. The next verse describes the horrifying sight of wonded 
warriors lying on the ground in the battle-field. 

It is a chilling, gut-wrenching, nauseating and nightmarish sight that is visible 
not only in the battle-field of Lanka but also witnessed wherever bloody wars are 
fought between two armies. It compels a man of any sensitivity and mercy left in him 
to ponder over the futility and cruelty of wars; it fills any man who is conscientious, 
and has even a wee whit compassion left in any corner of his heart, to feel revulsive 
and wince at the mere thought of a war. 

Say, what is gained by mass slaughter of fellow human beings? Even a victory 
that is attained by massacre and creating the scene described in this doha, is utterly 
disgraceful, totally inhuman and reprehensible, completely contemptible and outright 
outrageous, and worth nothing but severe shame and ignominy on the victor. ] 
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ghayala bira birajahim kaisé. kusumita kimsuka kē taru jaisé. 1. 
lachimana méghanada dvau jodha. bhirahim parasapara kari ati krodha. 2. 
ēkahi ēka saka'i nahim jiti. nisicara chala bala kara'i aniti. 3. 


Gravely wounded warriors adorned the battle-field much like the crimson flowers that 
deck up a Kinshuk tree (the “Butea frondosa” tree) at the time when they are in full 
bloom’. (1) 


Now the time came for a direct confrontation between Laxman and Meghanad; both 
of them clashed with each other very furiously. (2) 


Both were equal in valour, gallantry and skills, so no matter how hard they tried to 
subdue their opponents, they could not succeed. 

Seeing that Laxman would not be so easily overcome, the demon (Meghanad) 
started cheating by employing unfair means and using dirty tricks to force himself 
upon Laxman and vanquish him’. (3) 


[Note—'This tree is also known as “Palasha”. It has beautiful deep red coloured 
flowers that make the tree look very charming when in full bloom. 

In this imagery, the battle-field is likened to the Kinshuk tree, and the injured 
warriors lying on the ground, with thick dark red blood oozing from their wounds, are 
likened to the flower of this tree. Even as the flowers move softly on the tree when 
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they are made to sway by the wind, the wounded warriors turn left and right, and try 
to rise or raise their limbs while lying on the ground. 

A similar sight is also referred to in Valmiki Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 89, 
verse no. 37. 


“When Meghanad observed that he is unable to overcome Laxman by using fair 
means of warfare, he decided to employ foul methods and resort to cheating. Being a 
‘demon’, someone who has no qualms in using dirty tricks and employing 
unrighteous methods to serve his goal, Meghanad had not the slightest compunctions 
in using unfair means to overcome his opponent Laxman. 

He knew many magical tricks that he had used earlier also in the battle-field— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
51—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 52. 

So he decided to use them once again. Meghanad would also employ these 
dirty magical tricks that create a lot of illusions, such as making him suddenly vanish 
and reappear again somewhere else, during the second battle with Laxman when he 
was finally killed—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 11- 
12 that precede Doha no. 76.] 
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krodhavanta taba bhaya'u ananta. bhanjé'u ratha sarathi turanta. 4. 
nana bidhi prahara kara sésa. racchasa bhaya'u prana avasésa. 5. 
ravana suta nija mana anumana. sankatha bhaya'u harihi mama prana. 6. 


Then (i.e. when Meghanad started cheating and using foul and unfair methods in the 
duel) Laxman (who is also known as “Anant”') became vehemently angry. He 
immediately broke Meghanad’s chariot into splinters and killed the charioteer. 

[To wit, Laxman became so furious when Meghanad started using unfair 
means in the battle that he angrily retaliated by shooting a powerful volley of arrows 
that slammed into Meghanad’s chariot with such a mighty force that they smashed it 
smithereens and killed the charioteer.] (4) 


Laxman, who is a manifestation of Sheshnath (sesa), launched a vicious attack on his 
adversary, hitting him hard and furious in a variety of ways so much so that the 
demon’s life was almost on the edge of being sniffed out. (5) 


The son of Ravana (“rāvana suta”; Meghanad)’ thought to himself that the situation 
was extremely alarming, and soon Laxman would snatch his life away from him (i.e. 
would kill him). (6) 


[Note—'“Anant” means: ‘one who has no end; one who is eternal; one who does not 
die’. Use of this epithet for Laxman is very significant here because soon we shall 
read that he is seriously wounded and on the verge of death when Meghanad shot him 
with a fiery arrow that usually sucked the life of its victim. This epithet mentally 
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prepares the reader for that moment when Laxman falls unconscious on the ground; it 
psychologically acclimatises the reader and assures him that when he comes to the 
point where Laxman is grievously wounded and falls to the ground, there should be 
no cause worry, as Laxman is “Anant”, i.e. he cannot die. That simply means that 
there is no cause of alarm, that Laxman’s fainting is part of the game, a part of the 
show, for he will be revived before long. 

“Anant” is also the name of Lord Sheshnath, the celestial Serpent who had 
manifested himself as Laxman. Lord Vishnu, the macrocosmic and invisible form of 
Brahm, the Supreme Being, reclines on the coiled body of Sheshnath as it floats on 
the surface of Kshir-Sagar, the celestial ocean of milk from which the first elements 
of creation emerged at the time of its origin. 


*Like the case of the word “Anant” for Laxman, another interesting word is used here 
when referring to Meghanad; it is “the son of Ravana— ravana suta”. 

What is so remarkable with the use of this term? The word “Ravana” means 
‘one who makes others weep’. Since the demon king used to torment the world so 
much, the word ‘Ravana’ is used for him. Now, his son Meghanad would soon create 
a situation when Lord Ram too would weep and lament for Laxman when he is 
wounded by Meghanad’s powerful arrow. 

Like his father Ravana, his son Meghanad was about to create a situation 
which would make Lord Ram weep and his companions feel sorrowful. So therefore, 
Meghanad is addressed as the ‘son of Ravana’; “like father, like son”.] 
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Frustrated and extremely irritated because he felt he was in a dire strait and his life 
was in danger if he allowed a moment more to Laxman, Meghanad struck back at his 
opponent by throwing a special spear (SAMg!) that never failed in felling (and even 
probably killing) the greatest of warriors'. This powerful weapon glowed with energy, 
and it slammed into Laxman’s chest. (7) 


Laxman fainted (and fell to the ground unconscious) when this powerful weapon, that 
had immense energy and dynamism inbuilt in it, hit him hard with all its punch (Sakti 
kē lagém). Then Meghanad overcame his fear (of Laxman) and went near his 
adversary’. (8) 


[Note—'As long as Laxman was on his legs fighting Meghanad, the latter dared not 
go near him; but when Laxman swooned and collapsed on the ground, Meghanad 
gathered enough courage to go near him. 

Why did Meghanad go near Laxman? The answer is to be found in the next 
Doha no. 54—it was to lift and bring Laxman to Lanka. Why? It was to make Laxman 
a hostage if he was still alive, and use him as a bait to make a stiff bargain with Lord 
Ram, or as a prized trophy of war if he wasn’t alive. It would be a great victory for 
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Meghanad and an act of unmatched valour and gallantry if he could bring Laxman to 
Lanka in whatever state Laxman was, and in whatever way Meghanad could. 

There are two other significant reasons why Laxman was wounded and fell to 
the ground unconscious. 

One is that at the time of asking Lord Ram to give him permission to go and 
face Meghanad, Laxman had not properly shown his respect to the Lord by bowing 
his head before the latter, which he ought to have done. It was perhaps because 
Laxman was very angry at the time, and in his anger he had lost his wisdom to act ina 
proper way. Besides this, Laxman was so confident of his own abilities that he 
thought that he is competent enough to tackle Meghanad on his own accord 
independently, and so he felt that there was no need to seek Lord Ram’s full 
protection by way of seeking the Lord’s blessings and invoking the Lord’s grace and 
mystical powers. The result was that Laxman lacked the full backing and the complete 
support of Lord Ram’s grace, his divine abilities and mystical powers that would have 
given him an impregnable shield of protection against harm when he was fighting 
Meghanad, and so he fell down unconscious. This event shows us that if we are to 
succeed in any enterprise in life, we must first seek the Lord God’s blessings, and 
then rely on the Lord’s powers to enable us to move ahead towards the goal of 
obtaining success in our efforts. Refer to a note appended to Doha no. 52 herein above 
where this aspect has been further explained. 

The second reason is this: At the time when Lord Ram was preparing to leave 
Ayodhya to proceed to the forest, he had tried his best to dissuade Laxman from 
joining him. The Lord had told Laxman that if will do good if he did not accompany 
him to the forest, because then he would have to bear a lot of sorrows and miseries— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha 
no. 70—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 71. Now, this fainting of 
Laxman was to prove that the Lord’s words were true. 

A similar situation occurred when Sita insisted on accompanying Lord Ram to 
the forest. In her case the Lord had been very explicit in outlining the immensity of 
sufferings one encounters in a forest, telling her that if she insists in going to the 
forest with the Lord then she will get only sufferings in return—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 62—to Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 63. And the Lord was proved correct once again by 
the developments later on—when Sita was kidnapped by Ravana and kept as a 
prisoner in Lanka, where she was subjected to great horrors. | 
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Countless warriors, who were truly as strong and powerful as Meghanad, tried their 
best to lift Laxman from the ground, but failed. 

Say, how is it practically possible to lift Sheshnath who is the support of the 
entire world (or who supports the whole universe upon his thousand hoods)'? 
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No matter how much and how hard these warriors tried, they could not lift 
Laxman; so at last they gave up in frustration and went away distraught, smarting 
with shame and feeling extremely humiliated. (Doha no. 53) 


[Note—'Laxman was a manifested form of Lord Sheshnath, the celestial serpent who 
is believed to hold the world aloft on his thousand hoods—Ram Charit Manas, (i) 
Baal Kand, Doha no. 197; and (ii) Ayodhya Kand, Chanda line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 126. 

Trying to lift Laxman would be like trying to lift the earth upon which one is 
standing; it is like lifting the ground from below one’s own foot while one is standing 
on it. It’s impossible. One can’t hold the ground underneath his own foot and lift it up 
along with himself. 

Similarly, trying to lift Laxman was tantamount to lifting the earth on which 
these demon warriors were standing. 

A very interesting development is about to occur now. While the demon 
watriors were unable to lift Laxman from the ground where he was lying unconscious, 
Hanuman would very easily lift him and take his limp body to place it before Lord 
Ram at the end of the day’s war—apropos: Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
55 below. 

The question is: How could Hanuman lift Laxman when the demons couldn’t? 
Well, one reason is that the demons, being sinful, pervert and unholy, lacked any 
spiritual power and the special abilities that come with it, while Hanuman had an 
abundance of such powers and abilities. 

Secondly, from the perspective of metaphysics, the demons represented 
‘gross’ elements in creation, and such elements are always heavy themselves; their 
heaviness acted as a drag on their ability to lift and move Laxman because he was 
extremely heavy himself as he supported the whole world on his hood in his primary 
form as Lord Sheshnath. 

On the other hand, Hanuman represented the lighter, the subtler elements of 
creation as he was the son of the ‘wind’ god, and ‘wind or air’ is one of the five subtle 
elements in creation. In this interpretation, Laxman represented the ‘sky’ element, 
because one of the names of Lord Sheshnath is ‘Anant’*, which means eternal and 
without an end, which are the characteristics of the ‘sky’ element. {*Refer: Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes this Doha no. 54.} 

The air and sky are almost identical in subtlety; so therefore Hanuman and 
Laxman made a perfect match. 

The power of wind is well known; a powerful storm can cause unprecedented 
havoc; a fierce wind can as easily lift a humble twig as it can topple ships and carry 
away heavier things that falls in its path, as will be observed when a tornado or 
hurricane strikes. The wind turns a windmill, and the latter, with the aid of the wind, 
can lift water from the bowls of the earth if connected to a pump, and then use it for 
irrigation. The wind can move ships by filling its sails. The air lifts balloons, and the 
wind can steer it. 

In brief, the element ‘wind’ that Hanuman represented enabled him to lift 
Laxman because he represented the ‘sky’ element as explained herein above, making 
him very light. 

Earlier on in the story of the Ramayan we read that Lord Shiva’s Bow had 
become so heavy that a large number of strong kings and princes, who had gathered 
during the marriage ceremony of Sita at Janakpur, could not lift it, while the same 
Bow became so light that Lord Ram could not only easily lift it but as easily break it 
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into two pieces. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 250—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 251; and (ii) 
Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 261.} 

In this case, every citizen present on the occasion had made a fervent plea to 
the deity of the Bow, i.e. to Lord Shiva, requesting that the Bow become very light. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha 
no. 255.} 

Similarly, it’s quite probable here that Hanuman too had prayed silently to 
Lord Sheshnath, the primary form of Laxman, to make his manifested form, i.e. 
Laxman, very light so that he can be lifted. This the third plausible reason as to why 
Hanuman was able to lift Laxman. 

Another interesting reason, and the fourth one, is this: Lord Shiva is depicted 
in iconography, based on the reading and interpretation of ancient mythological texts 
known as the ‘Purans’, as having a number of serpents wrapped around his body; 
these serpents are his ornamentation. This means simply that Lord Shiva is able to 
carry the weight of these serpents in the same way as we wear garlands or other 
ornaments on our bodies. Now, Hanuman is a manifestation of ‘Rudra’, the eleventh 
form of Lord Shiva that is concerned with annihilation of everything, it is the angry 
form of Shiva that brings about the end of this creation; and Laxman is a 
manifestation of the celestial serpent known as Sheshnath. This means obviously that 
the weight of the body of Laxman poses no problem for Hanuman to carry just like 
the case of the weight of the serpents posing no problem for Lord Shiva when he 
wears them around his body. 

To wit, a combination of factors came into play that enabled Hanuman to lift 
Laxman, whereas the demons failed. | 
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[Lord Shiva continued his narration and said to his consort Uma, who is also known 
as Girija as she is the daughter of the Kingdom of Mountains. Shiva said:- ] 

‘Listen Girija. He whose anger is so fierce that its hell-like fire can burn all the 
fourteen divisions of this creation! [1], --- 


--- And who is served not only by the gods and the human beings but also by all other 
living beings in this creation, both immortal as well as mortal, both gross as well as 
subtle—say, who can defeat such a majestic and almighty Lord of the World in the 
battle-field? [2] 

[Of course the answer is “no one can”. So then if that is the case, how do we 
explain what is happening on the ground in the war of Lanka, where we see that the 
monkeys and bears, who represent Lord Ram and form his army, are often times 
beaten back and thrashed by the demons, and we also read that Laxman has been 
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gravely wounded and felled by their prince Meghanad. The answer to this vexing 
question is given below in the following verse. ] (1-2) 


The actual reason for what is happening on the ground in the war of Lanka, the reality 
behind the external deceptions created (which has presently created an impression that 
Laxman has been subdued and wounded by Meghanad) is known to only a few 
enlightened souls on whom Lord Ram (the Supreme Being and the bestower of 
gnosis, wisdom and knowledge) shows his grace’ . (3) 


[Note—'The “fourteen divisions of this creation”, known as the 14 Bhuvans or 14 
abodes, are the following: 

(A) The upper worlds called Urdhva Lokas (sed at#) are seven in 
number:—(i) Bhu/Bhuh (*]:), (Gi) Bhuvaha/Bhuvah (*74:), (iii) Swaha/Swah (%@:), 
(iv) Maha/Mah (4@:), (v) Janaha/Janah (s14:), (vi) Tapaha/Tapah (a4:), and (vii) 
Satyam/Satyam (w47). 

(B) The seven nether worlds or lower worlds called Adhaha/Adhah Loka (311: 
ata):— (i) Atal/Atala (sie), (ii) Vital/Vitala (faa), (iii) Sutal/Sutala (]aa), (iv) 
Rasaatal/Rasatala (<aTdet), (v) Talaatal/Talatala (aetaet), (vi) Mahaatal/Mahatal 
(HeTaa), and (vii) Paataal/Patala (atata). The total number of Lokas is, therefore, 
fourteen. 


“Only those who know who Lord Ram and Laxman actually were, that Lord Ram was 
a manifestation of Lord Vishnu, the invisible and all-pervading macrocosmic form of 
the Supreme Being, and that Laxman was a manifestation of Lord Sheshnath, the 
cosmic serpent who supports the whole creation on his thousand hoods and on whose 
coiled body Lord Vishnu reclines in the celestial ocean that fills the outer space in the 
form of ether, would know that all this fainting and fighting and all other things were 
merely for show to hide the reality of both Lord Ram as well as Laxman, because 
Ravana, the mighty king of demons, had a boon of immunity from death being caused 
by anybody except at the hands of human beings; so it had to be done that way, that a 
human being would one day succeed in slaying the mighty demon king, and to make 
it happen that way, the Lord had to take extra precautions to ensure that nothing is 
visibly done on the ground that would reveal his true identity, that could be construed 
as being reasonably beyond the powers of a human being to do, as far as possible, so 
that the sanctity of the boons granted to Ravana by the creator Brahma could be 
maintained, and the scourge of the demons could be brought to an end. 

To wit, if the secret was leaked—that Lord Ram was not an ordinary human 
but the Supreme Being himself in the form of a prince—then most of the demons 
would have either run away or surrendered themselves without a fight. If this 
happened, the Lord would not have been able to eliminate them, and they would have 
lived, causing a piquant situation that would have defeated the very purpose for which 
Lord Vishnu came down to earth—because these cunning demons would have 
pretended to show remorse and promise the Lord that they would certainly change 
their sinful ways in order to escape death, but sooner or later, in all probability sooner 
rather than later, they would have invariably gone back on their words and reverted to 
their old bad habits of tormenting creatures and creating unfettered terror in this 
world. 

Come to think of it: Lord Sheshnath who could turn the world upside down by 
merely shifting it or turning it over on his hoods or even tilting his head a little bit to 
one side, could have very easily make Lanka first heave and then splash and sink into 
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the depths of the ocean that surrounded it from all the sides like a ship capsizing in 
rough waters of the ocean during a violent storm, so what was the great idea, except to 
ensure sanctity of Brahma’s boons, that Laxman had to endure so much trouble?] 
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When it was eventide and the time of day when twilight approached, both the armies 
retired from the battle-field for the day (to go back to their respective camps). The 
commanders of the two armies (the demons as well as the monkeys and bears) 
surveyed their troops to take stock of the situation and review the condition of their 
respective forces’. (4) 


Lord Ram—who is the all-pervading and omnipresent Brahm (the Supreme Being and 
cosmic Consciousness) in his primary form (byapaka brahma), who is invincible 
and the almighty Lord of the entire creation (ajita bhuvanésvara), and who shows 
mercy to others (Karunakara)—asked where Laxman was (when he could not see 
him around). (5) 


In the meantime, Hanuman brought the unconscious Laxman (and laid him on the 
ground before the Lord)’. 

When the Lord saw his younger brother lying unconscious (and almost as if he 
was not alive), he became very sad and extremely sorrowful. (6) 


[Note—'This is the end of the second day of the war in general, and the end of the 
first duel between Laxman and Meghanad. 

A head count was done by the commanders of the two armies to determine 
who had died, how many were wounded, and how many and who had survived. 


*We have already read in Doha no. 54 herein above that Meghanad and all other 
strong demon warriors had failed to lift Laxman and take him to Lanka with them. 
And now we read that the same Laxman was lifted and brought before Lord Ram by 
Hanuman. 

How and why could Hanuman lift Laxman when the demons couldn’t? This 
crucial question has been answered and explained in detail in a note appended to 
Doha no. 54 referred to above, as well as to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
84 later on, during the narration of Ravana’s battle with Lord Ram. ] 
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jamavanta kaha baida suséna. lankam raha'i kō pațha'ī lēnā. 7. 
dhari laghu rupa gaya'u hanumanta. ānē'u bhavana sameta turanta. 8. 


Jamvant (the old bear chieftain) said that a Vaidya (a doctor who treats patients using 
herbal medicines) named Sushen lives in Lanka', and asked for advice as to who 
should be sent to bring him. (7) 


[It was unanimously decided that Hanuman must be urgently dispatched to bring 
Sushen’. So therefore—] Hanuman assumed a small form (like the one he had 
assumed earlier to enter Lanka undetected when he had gone there the first time in 
search of Sita), and went to Lanka. 

He immediately brought the doctor, along with his house, from there’. (8) 


[Note—'How did Jamvant come to know about Sushen, the doctor? He was told 
about him by Vibhishan, the demon prince and brother of Ravana who had joined 
Lord Ram’s camp. 

Why did Vibhishan not himself disclose that a doctor by this name lived in 
Lanka, and instead confided this news to Jamvant and asked the latter to reveal this 
information? Well, Vibhishan was very intelligent; he thought that if he said 
something himself then there were chances that he would be misunderstood as if he 
was contriving a devise by which to invite one of his confidantes from Lanka in the 
garb of a doctor, who would then administer some poison to Laxman that would cause 
his death. 

Even if not actually giving poison to Laxman, no one could be absolutely sure 
how a medicine would react, as the best of medicines given by the best of doctors 
may sometimes prove ineffective or even fatal if it causes some serious reaction in the 
patient’s body, which would cause Laxman’s death. Should it unfortunately happen, 
then all the monkeys and bears would definitely conclude that Vibhishan had a 
malefic intention in suggesting the name of Sushen, with whom he was hand-in-glove 
secretly to manoeuvre things in a cunning way that would lead to Laxman death by 
administering a poison or a wrong medicine so as to weaken Lord Ram and make him 
regret for his decision to attack Lanka. If that happened, if the finger of suspicion 
rested on Vibhishan for any ill fate that befell Laxman, then that would be his end; he 
will definitely be killed to avenge Laxman. 

Vibhishan weighed the pros and cons and came to the conclusion that there 
were fair chances that Lord Ram, who would be overcome with grief by then, would 
begin to doubt his integrity and question why he had advised that Sushen be brought 
to treat Laxman, and chances were that, driven by excess of sorrow at Laxman’s ill 
fate, and under the wrong impression that Vibhishan was to be blamed for it, the Lord 
would approve putting him to death as punishment for betrayal. 

Vibhishan pondered over the matter seriously and deduced that the aspect of 
the affair was very alarming and fraught with danger for him, and one unwise step on 
his part would land him in a grave situation should things go wrong and something 
unexpected and unfortunate befalls Laxman due to his intercession in this matter. So it 
was prudent and advisable under the circumstances to keep mum. But at the same 
time, thought Vibhishan, it was his moral obligation and duty to help his benefactor 
Lord Ram and his brother Laxman in these trying times, and if he had some 
knowledge that could be of certain help to them, then he ought to put it to good use 
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while ensuring his own safety, or even putting himself to a little risk if a greater good 
is attained. 

It was a horrifying prospect, but Vibhishan nevertheless decided to help Lord 
Ram, who had warmly welcomed him and given him unconditional refuge when he 
was ousted from his own kingdom by his brother Ravana, as best as he could while 
playing it safe for himself; and so he quietly approached Jamvant to give this 
confidential bit of information about the availability of an expert doctor named 
Sushen in Lanka. 

It can be argued that Hanuman may have brought this information, about the 
presence of a doctor by the name of Sushen in Lanka, when he had gone there in 
search of Sita. But he would have told this to Angad as he was his fast friend, and 
probably not to Jamvant as the latter was very senior in the hierarchy as well as in 
age. Besides, Hanuman belonged to the ‘monkey race’ while Jamvant was the chief of 
the ‘bear race’; hence the interaction between Hanuman and Jamvant must have been 
very limited and formal as compared to his interaction with Angad. Now here since 
Angad has kept quiet, it means he had no such knowledge of a doctor named Sushen 
in Lanka. 

Therefore it is reasonable to conclude that this information was given by 
Vibhishan to Jamvant. 


*Why was Hanuman chosen for the job of bringing Sushen from Lanka? The answer 
is given right here—it was because he could ‘assume a minute form’ that would 
enable him to make his ingress and egress from Lanka without being detected. 

Hanuman had experience of using this trick, because he had employed it when 
he had gone to Lanka earlier in search of Sita; he had not only made his ingress by 
assuming a small form (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 4) but had also explored the city throughout the night in this 
form, without being detected (apropos: Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 5). 

How then was his bringing the doctor with his whole house kept a secret? It is 
because it was night time, and he had lifted the house and become air-borne 
immediately. Then he silently cruised in the sky to exit the boundaries of the city. 


*How did Hanuman do it? Well, Hanuman scooped up the house from the ground by 
digging the soil from underneath it and then lifting it in his hands to bring it to where 
Lord Ram was sitting by the side of wounded Laxman, just like a gardener transplants 
a sapling by lifting it from one place in the garden to transfer it to another place. 

We shall soon read that Hanuman would employ this skill to lift up a mountain 
and bring it to Lanka when he could not descry the desired herb on it—apropos: 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 58 herein below. ] 
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Sushen arrived and paid his obeisance to Lord Ram by bowing his head at the Lord’s 
feet. Then he named the mountain on which the required medicine (i.e. the medicinal 
herb) was to be found’, asking the son of the wind god (“‘pavanasuta”; Hanuman)” to 
go and fetch it. (Doha no. 55) 


[Note—'Where was this mountain that bore the herb which could revive Laxman 
back to life? It is mentioned in Valmiki’s Ramayan, Uddha Kand (Lanka Kand), canto 
74, verse nos. 29-30 that Jamvant had told Hanuman: “Fly over the surface of the 
ocean and reach the northern mountains known as the Himalayas. Further on you will 
see a golden-hued mountain known as Rishav; the famed abode of Lord Shiva, known 
as Kailash, is visible beyond it. In between the two you will see a mountain where 
medicinal herbs glow in the night like so many fire-flies.” 

In Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, verse no. 46 it is said that this herb 
was located in the “Dronachal mountain”. Then in verse no. 60 it is said that: 
“Hanuman went to this mountain and defeated the Gandharvas who were protecting 
it; then he lifted it and started on his journey back.” 

What were the special qualities of this unique herb? In Valmiki Ramayan we 
find the answer in its Lanka Kand, canto 101, verse nos. 30-31. “The herb is to be 
found on the southern summit of the Drona Mountain; it can heal wounds, restore the 
origin condition of the patient’s body, revive a person who is almost dead, and can re- 
join or heal broken or ruptured parts of the body such as bones, skin, muscles, veins 
and tissues.” 


?The use of the term “son of the wind god” is very significant here. The wind is 
extremely swift in its movement; it can cover large distances in a short span of time. 
Hanuman had to travel a long distance to the mountain to bring the herb; he had to 
cross the ocean and the land beyond, with all the natural geographical obstacles he 
would have to contend with, in order to reach it. Only the wind can easily surmount 
all physical obstacles when traversing from one point to another on the surface of the 
earth. 

Secondly, it was necessary to ‘fly’ in the sky all the way to the destination, 
and it was possible only if Hanuman’s primary form as the ‘son of the wind god’ is 
invoked. The wind god would surely help his son Hanuman to fly over the ocean and 
the land to reach his destination, and then return by the same path. 

The ‘son’ of the wind god surely must possess the unique abilities of his 
father, the abilities to fly and move rapidly, to overcome all physical hindrances that 
come in the way of his path, and to be able to remain air-borne while carrying the 
weight of the bundle of herbs on his way back. As we will soon discover, this ability 
to remain air-borne while carrying a heavy weight was absolutely essential, because 
on his way back Hanuman had to carry the entire mountain loaded with herbs. It is 
because he could not decide which specific herb was needed, and so took along the 
whole mountain in order to avoid taking the risk of picking a wrong herb, or wasting 
precious time in searching for the correct herb. 


*It is not clear from the reading of this verse who actually asked Hanuman to go to the 
mountain and bring the needed herb—was it Sushen, or was it Lord Ram? 

Most probably it was the doctor himself—firstly it is because since Sushen 
was brought by Hanuman, he was better acquainted with the latter as compared to the 
rest of the ministers of Lord Ram who were standing around; and secondly it is 
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because Lord Ram was so sad and woefully grieving for unconscious Laxman that he 
was not in a proper state of mind to talk about anything. 

It is a common observance that when there is a patient lying in a serious 
condition and a doctor is called, the patient’s closest kin who love him dearly, such as 
his only son, parent or wife who is the most affected by grief and overcome with 
sorrows, is not in a proper state of mind to discuss the situation and relevant details 
coherently with the doctor, and it is usually done by others in the family who are in 
attendance; it is because the latter are able to maintain their cool and act 
dispassionately as compared to those who are directly affected by the shock of the 
serious illness of their dear one. 

At the same time, it could have been Lord Ram who asked Hanuman to go and 
bring the required herb. The Lord was the commander-in-chief of the army, and a 
person who occupies this senior position in the hierarchy is expected to maintain his 
cool and exercise self-control during the gravest of situations and battle-field 
reversals. It was necessary for Lord Ram to maintain external calm to ensure that the 
morale of his troops is not affected negatively, at least till the time there was hope of 
Laxman’s revival. ] 
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Enshrining Lord Ram’s holy lotus-like feet in his heart (i.e. after invoking the Lord’s 
glory and grace, and paying his due obeisance to him), and then reassuring the Lord 
that he will be able to successfully accomplish the mission (of bringing the requisite 
herb) by reiterating his own abilities, about his skills and strengths, in this regard’, the 
son of the wind god (i.e. Hanuman) started off on his journey. (1) 


Meanwhile, there (in Lanka) a spy informed Ravana about the developments (that 
Laxman was lying wounded and unconscious on the ground in his camp, and 
Hanuman was dispatched to bring an herb from the northern mountains to revive 
him)’. 

Being thus informed, Ravana went to the house of the demon named Kalnemi. 


(2) 


[Note—'It is to be noted here that Hanuman commits the same mistake which 
Laxman had committed earlier when he had gone to engage Meghanad in the battle- 
field, and it is that Hanuman did not pay his full respects to Lord Ram by bowing his 
head before the Lord, nor did he seek the Lord’s permission in express terms to 
proceed with the mission. 

The first error, of not bowing his head before the Lord, was however 
compensated and made excusable to a great extent because Hanuman had ‘invoked 
and enshrined the Lord’s holy feet in his heart at the time of departure’, a silent and 
subtle gesture that is equivalent to actually bowing the head before the Lord. 
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The second error can also be excused because Hanuman has been expressly 
requested to bring the needed medicinal herb and charged with this mission. Lord’s 
permission was implied and implicit in this request; he was assigned this commission 
on an urgent basis, as there was no time left for observing formalities and courtesies. 

But the third error Hanuman made, of ‘speaking of his own abilities, his 
strength and skills’ before the Lord, on his face, and in the presence of all those who 
had gathered around, was tantamount to boasting about himself. So what happened? 
Soon Hanuman would learn a bitter lesson, that his wisdom and intelligence and 
abilities to see things clearly were not as great and refined and sharp as he seemed to 
believe—for, first he fell in a trap laid by one of the demons, named Kalnemi, who 
was sent by Ravana to deceive Hanuman and block his way, and if possible, to kill 
him, because he could not see through the deception initially and was virtually caught 
by the demon, and on the second occasion a little while later Hanuman could not 
recognise the herb he was expected to bring to revive Laxman when he arrived at his 
destination in the northern mountains. These two failures were a sort of punishment 
for Hanuman, reminding him that whatever he had said about his stellar qualities and 
unique abilities were only loud talk and bloated assumptions. Thus, Hanuman was 
reminded to be modest and show more humbleness the next time. We shall read about 
these two events shortly. 


*Ravana’s spies were updating him about the developments in the battle-field. They 
must have surely told him about Sushen being taken to the camp of Lord Ram to treat 
Laxman. It is remarkable that Ravana did not put Sushen in prison or to death when 
he was brought back by Hanuman. 

What may have been the reason of Ravana’s not punishing Sushen for 
reviving his enemy’s brother? 

Well, the answer is this: First, it is a sacrosanct duty and moral obligation of 
any doctor to save a person’s life, irrespective of whose life he saves; whether the 
patient is an enemy or a friend is immaterial in this moral obligation and fulfilment of 
a doctor’s duty. 

Secondly, Ravana too needed the services of an expert doctor; it was not in his 
interest to antagonise or irritate or offend Sushen, who was the best doctor in Lanka, 
at a crucial time when a fierce war was raging, and countless demon warriors too 
needed medical help from him. So no matter how much Ravana may have liked to 
wreak his vengeance upon Sushen, yet he decided in his wisdom to keep quiet for the 
time being and punish the doctor for treason or betrayal later on when calm returns 
and the war ends. 

Ravana approached Kalnemi because he judged in his mind that this demon 
was the only one in Lanka who would have the guts and the wherewithal to face 
Hanuman. Ravana abandoned his usual arrogance and ego by personally approaching 
Kalnemi and visiting him at his home, instead of summoning him to his palace. We 
have already seen that earlier Ravana had adopted the same method when he had 
personally approached another demon named Marich in order to carry out his plans to 
steal Sita. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 23.} 

Ravana needed someone who can use the art of deception skilfully, as he 
intended to capture or kill Hanuman, or at least delay his journey to the northern 
mountains by blocking his way. Ravana, being a great king was expected to have a 
wide body of knowledge of virtually everything as kings usually are trained to have; 
so he had some basic knowledge of the science of herbal treatment, and he guessed 
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that this herb must be administered to Laxman before day-break in order to be 
effective. So if he somehow managed to delay Hanuman and prevent him from 
bringing the herb by morning, then Laxman would not live. This fact is clearly hinted 
when we shall read a little later that Lord Ram lamented at the delay in Hanuman’s 
coming back because it was past midnight and dawn was fast approaching. {Apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 61.}] 


qaqa her ay ate ST OPT OP aAA Ae aT 3 
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dasamukha kaha maramu tehim suna. puni puni kalanémi siru dhuna. 3. 
dekhata tumhahi nagaru jéhim jara. tasu pantha kō rokana para. 4. 


The ten-headed Ravana told Kalnemi the reason for his visit, learning which the latter 
became exceedingly alarmed and highly distraught, repeatedly beating his head in 
disgust and the doomed prospect of their race (by the recklessness of one single 
individual, Ravana, who stubbornly refused to see the consequences of his irrational, 
indefensible and senseless actions)". (3) 


Kalnemi sternly warned Ravana of the hazards he faced, and rebuked him in strong 
terms, saying: ‘He (Hanuman) had burnt the city right before you, while you were 
watching helplessly’; say then, who can successfully create a hurdle in his path and 
stop him? [To wit, who can stop this formidable person from progressing on his 
journey as you wish me to do?] (4) 


[Note—'In the story of the Ramayana we come across three such individuals whom 
Ravana approaches to seek help when he was in dire straits, and all the three have 
sternly rebuked him, saying that what he has chosen to do is totally unjustified and 
wrong, that yet there was time for him to make amends and prevent a catastrophe 
from befalling on the demon race, that he is making a grave error of judgement in 
thinking that Lord Ram was an ordinary human prince whom he can easily vanquish; 
and in all the three cases Ravana stubbornly refused to relent, threatening two with 
death, and putting the third in an embarrassing situation wherein if he refused to 
cooperate with Ravana and toe his line, then it would be tantamount to betrayal of 
one’s own family blood. 

The first such individual was the demon named Marich; Ravana had 
approached him in order to employ his skills at assuming any form that he wished to 
have to a deception with the help of which he would abduct Sita. Marich had most 
politely warned Ravana of the grave and fatal error he is committing in creating 
animosity with Lord Ram without any reason, and had also told him about his 
personal experience in this regard, forewarning him of the dire consequences of his 
recklessness. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 23; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 24—to 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 26.} 

The second instance is that of Kalnemi; we are reading it presently. He too 
advised Ravana in almost the same way as Marich had done, in no uncertain language 
that he is severely erring in creating animosity with Lord Ram who is no one else but 
the Supreme Lord himself in this form, and that he would do good to himself if he 
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worshipped and adored the Lord instead. But again, Ravana bluntly refused, 
becoming aggressive and threatening Kalnemi with death. {Doha no. 56 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 4-8 directly herein below. } 

The third person whom Ravana approached for help was his own brother 
Kumbhakaran. He too was shocked and gravely lamented to learn what Ravana had 
done and what he planned to do, about his sinful act of bringing Sita as a captive and 
unnecessarily provoking a war with Lord Ram, strongly taking him to task and 
admonishing him for his mad actions, for his pervert nature and wrong decisions. But 
on realising that his elder brother Ravana is in no mood to listen, and if he refused to 
enter the fray on his behalf in the war against Lord Ram, then history would accuse 
him of being disloyal to the king and betraying his own brother, Kumbhakaran 
reluctantly decided to enter the battle-field. He also saw in this a rare chance of 
attaining deliverance for his soul, and helping it to find liberation from the cage-like 
body of a demon, which was sinful, evil and gross. Besides these benefits, 
Kumbhakaran saw another great reward: that he would have a wonderful opportunity 
to see Lord Ram from very close quarters; it would be a rarest of rare privilege for 
him, because such a view is not available even to great sages, hermits and ascetics 
who spend their entire lives doing severe penances and great sacrifices and 
observance of vows just for a chance to have this divine glimpse even for a second. 
So therefore, instead of regretting, Kumbhakaran become joyous. We shall read about 
it shortly when we soon come to the third day of the war. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 62—to Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 64.} 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 
25—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 26. 

When Kalnemi came to know Ravana’s intention, that the latter wanted him to 
obstruct Hanuman’s way so that he fails to bring the herb to revive Laxman, Kalnemi 
became sore affright and saw death staring in his face. This is what he means here. He 
put Ravana in an embarrassing situation by asking this question: what was Ravana 
doing when Hanuman ran amok in the city and burnt it; couldn’t Ravana himself stop 
him at that time? Why couldn’t he ask Kalnemi at that time to stop Hanuman from 
having a free run in the city, burning it from street to street and house to house, if it 
was possible, and if Ravana thought that Kalnemi was capable of doing it? The 
prospects of stopping Hanuman were brighter then as compared to now, because at 
that time there was a whole army of demons to support Kalnemi if he was ordered to 
stop Hanuman, but now he has to do it all alone, prejudicing his own life and safety. 
This is nonsense and a virtual suicide. Ravana had no answer of course. | 
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kala byala kara bhacchaka jō'ī. sapanéhum samara ki jiti'a sō'. 8. 


[I sincerely advise you to—] Worship Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) and pay your 
obeisance to him. To wit, by doing it you would ensure your own good and take care 
of your welfare. 

My lord; stop useless talk, and discard all forms of worthless boast and hollow 
bluster (for these will not serve you any good at all). (5) 


Instead of it (i.e. instead of wasting your time and energy in this futile pursuit), you 
ought to enshrine the beautiful image of the Lord that is dark complexioned like a 
blue-hued lotus flower in your heart. Verily indeed, in all sooth and without gainsay, 
this image of the Lord is so enchanting and beauteous that it bewitches the sight of its 
beholder and holds it in its thrall’. (6) 


Discard your stupid idea that makes you differentiate between ‘I’, ‘You’, ‘Mine (and 
yours)’ etc’. 

Wake up from the night of ignorance that has created darkness around you, 
preventing you from seeing the truth and the reality. (7) 


He (i.e. Lord Ram) who can devour (bring to an end; conclude) even the serpent of 
Time (by bringing an end to the cycle of creation and destruction, known as Kaal)’, 
say who can even imagine to conquer him in a war fought in a mortal world”? (8) 


[Note—'After telling Ravana of the impracticability of stopping Hanuman, Kalnemi 
gave him some sincere advice regarding his wrong decision of opposing Lord Ram 
and creating hostility with him that reflected what others too had told him in this 
matter: such as his wife Mandodari, his younger brother Vibhishan, and Suka, his 
messenger sent behind Vibhishan to spy on him, and Marich, the demon who was 
forced by Ravana to become a deer with a golden hide. A little later in the story, 
Ravana’s brother Kumbhakaran too says a similar thing. 

Refer:- (a) With respect to Mandodari—Ram Charit Manas, (i) Sundar Kand, 
Doha no. 36 along with Chaupai line nos. 5-10 that precede it; (ii) Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 7—to Doha no. 7; (iii) Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 15; and (iv) Doha no. 35-b—to Doha no. 37. 

(b) With respect to Vibhshan—Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 39; and (11) Doha no. 40 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede it. 

(c) With respect to Suka—Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
3-7 that precede Doha no. 57. 

(d) With respect to Marich—Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 24—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 26. 

(e) With respect to Kumbhakaran—Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 
62—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 63. 


“When Ravana had forced Marich to become a golden deer and sent to deceive Sita, 
he (Marich) too had enshrined this image of Lord Ram in his heart to derive solace in 
embracing death; Marich was very happy at the prospect of his seeing Lord Ram’s 
captivating beauty from so close a quarter—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Doha no. 26 along with Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede it. 
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A similar vision was invoked by Kumbhakaran when he had to go and fight 
Lord Ram, albeit most reluctantly; he had felt joyous that he will have a chance to see 
this enchanting image of the Lord from up so close. He minced no words in 
expressing his joy, and even asked Ravana to embrace him for giving him this chance 
of enjoying this view and attaining salvation for his soul—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 63 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it. 


*Kalnemi tells Ravana about the basic principle of metaphysics and spirituality: that 
the true identity of all living beings is their Atma, their soul, which is pure 
consciousness, an entity that is subtle, invisible, eternal, universal and holy, and 
which is the same in all creatures irrespective of whatever external form they might 
have. To wit, the physical gross body that the world sees and recognises as an 
individual person is not that individual’s ‘true self’; it is his Atma resides in this body. 
Whereas the physical body has its limitations and is specific to an individual, the 
Atma is not subjected to any such limitations; it is not butted and bounded by lines 
and physical boundaries. 

Hence, who is an enemy of whom; what is the difference between ‘him’ and 
‘me’ and ‘you’; none whatever—because the Atma is the same in all. 

So therefore, how come Lord Ram is Ravana’s enemy; how and why the 
former should become the latter’s enemy. Why does Ravana think that way; what is 
the cause of the animosity and its resultant war? None of course. 

Truly then if Ravana thinks this way, then he is definitely under the influence 
of darkness caused by ignorance of the facts. 


“The eternal coil of Time that represents a ‘serpent’ because of its fatal nature and 
coiled structure that continuously wounds and un-wounds like the spring in a clock 
that keeps the clock’s hands moving, and which keeps the creature rotating in a 
continuous cycle of birth and death, even this otherwise in-conquerable and un- 
stoppable movement of Time can be stopped when the Supreme Being decides so; 
when he decides to bring to an end one cycle of creation and destruction, Time would 
come to a standstill. 

The actual words used in this verse are “kala, byala, bhacchaka”. ‘Kaal’ also 
means ‘death’; or the god who presides over death. Since no one is immune to death, 
it is likened to a poisonous ‘serpent’ or the ‘byala’ that kills for sure when it bites. 

Meanwhile, Lord Vishnu, the primary form of Lord Ram, has Garud, the 
celestial Eagle, as his mount, and this Garud has a special ability that it can easily 
devour serpents. 

So in this verse it is said that Lord Ram can, if he so wishes, bring an end to 
Kaal, the god of death who kills all others, too, just like the Lord’s mount known as 
Garud can kill and devour all sorts of serpents, who themselves can kill all those they 
bite. This being the case, can anyone be so powerful and strong that he would 
overcome Lord Ram, the killer of Death-God himself? The obvious answer is: No, 
there is no one who can do it. 


An almost similar declaration was made by others such as Mandodari, Marich, Suka, 
Kumbhakran on different occasions. 

Refer for instance: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 25 (by Marich); (11) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 39 (Vibhishan); (iii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes 
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Doha no. 6 (Mandodari); (iv) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 63 
(Kumbhakaran). | 


alo. Of cache far atta até aa abs fora | 
TH Gd Ht Wl AS AS Gel Ud AST ATTN EI 
doha. 


suni dasakantha risana ati tehim mana kinha bicara. 
rama duta kara maraum baru yaha khala rata mala bhara. 56. 


When the ten-necked Ravana (dasakantha) heard what Kalnemi had to say, he 
became wroth with exceeding wrath. 

Observing Ravana’s angry reaction and fearing for his life, Kalnemi thought to 
himself that if he has to die then why should it be an ignominious death at the hands 
of this pervert fellow who is burdened with sins and vices (that would make his soul 
go to hell); why should it not be an exalted death at the hands of a messenger of Lord 
Ram (that would ensure that his soul goes to heaven)'. (Doha no. 56) 


[Note—'Why dying at the hands of Lord Ram’s messenger Hanuman, who was also 
the Lord’s great devotee, so much preferred by Kalnemi? It is because such a death 
would bless his soul with beatitude and felicity which is equivalent to dying directly 
at the hands of the Lord himself. 

The greatness of Hanuman, Lord Ram’s devotee and messenger, is explicitly 
endorsed in Ram Charit Manas by those who met him personally, albeit under 
different situations. For instance we read in (i) Sundar Kand, Doha no. 4 alone with 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it about the declaration made by Lankini; (ii) then 
again in Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that precede Doha no. 7 about the 
declaration made by Vibhishan; and (iii) finally in Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 58 about the declaration made by the alligator who found its 
deliverance when he was killed by Hanuman. All endorse this view—that one is very 
fortunate to meet Lord Ram’s devotee and messenger. 

We read earlier that Marich too had thought in a similar fashion when he was 
forced by Ravana to assume the form of a deer with a golden hide so that Sita could 
be abducted—that it would be better not to die at the hands of Ravana who was home 
to all sins and vices. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 26.} 

The only difference between Marich and Kalnemi is the circumstance of their 
death, for while Marich was slayed by Lord Ram himself (apropos: Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 14 that precedes Doha no. 27), Kalnemi is now slayed by the Lord’s 
favourite devotee named Hanuman (apropos: Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that 
precede Doha no. 58).] 
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asa kahi cala racisi maga maya. sara mandira bara baga banaya. 1. 
marutasuta dékha subha asrama. munihi būjhi jala piyaurh ja'i Srama. 2. 


Saying this to himself (as said in Doha no. 55 herein above), Kalnemi went to 
intercept Hanuman. Somewhere on the way, he (Kalnemi) used his crafty ability to 
create deceit and illusions to generate an impression of the presence of a fresh water 
pond, with a shrine on its bank that was surrounded by a lush garden. (1) 


When the son of the wind god (“marutasuta’”'; Hanuman) saw this scene, he thought 
that it was the hermitage of a sage’; so he decided to go there to drink some fresh 
water to refresh himself and feel relaxed (i.e. overcome his tiredness of the long 
journey)’. (2) 


[Note—'The use of the word “marutasuta”, the ‘son of the wind god’, for Hanuman 
is intentional here to indicate that he was going on his way the way ‘wind goes’, i.e. 
by the path of the sky, by flying over land, the way wind travels from one point to 
another. 

Hanuman had to cover an enormous distance from Lanka to the northern 
mountains and then come back with the required herb, all within a short span of time, 
during the night itself, and before daybreak the next day. So, the path of the sky, in a 
straight line like the bird flies, would not only be the shortest distance to be covered 
but it would also circumvent all obstacles that would naturally be encountered if he 
had gone by the land route. To wit, the flight path through the path of the sky would 
be free of all hindrances, and would make it possible to come back with the herb as 
quickly as possible. 

Therefore it follows that Hanuman observed a beautiful garden with a pond 
and a shrine on the land below while he was cruising rapidly northwards in the sky. 
Remember: It was night time, so how did Hanuman see this hermitage? Surely there 
was some light burning in it that attracted his attention. Hence it follows that Kalnemi 
had played his trick to perfection; he took care to light a fire in the form of a small 
bonfire usually made in hermitages lying deep inside forests to ward off wild animals, 
or a fire-sacrifice pit where the remains of the fire lit during a religious ritual of the 
day was still burning. 


“Another interesting point is this: In verse no. 1 herein above, it is merely said that 
“Kalnemi generated an impression of the presence of a pond, a shrine, and a 
surrounding garden”, whereas in the present verse no. 2 it is said that “Hanuman saw 
a hermitage”. 

It clearly means that Kalnemi chose a place where a pond with an old shrine 
and a little garden already existed; what he actually did was to disguise himself as a 
hermit and went there to occupy it as its inhabitant. Then he quickly made 
arrangements for a fire so that its light would attract Hanuman’s attention as he passed 
overhead. The result of Kalnemi’s efforts was that the ancient place, which was 
probably un-inhabited and abandoned long ago, looked like a complete hermitage 
lived in by a lonely sage or a group of sages. 

The next pertinent question that arises is this: Where was this artificial 
hermitage approximately located? The present verse clearly states that Hanuman 
decided to “visit the hermitage in order to refresh himself by drinking water that 
would also help him overcome his tiredness and fatigue of the journey”. It implies 
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that he had been flying a very long distance till he reached the hermitage created by 
Kalnemi. 

Surely some time must have passed between Hanuman’s departure from 
Lanka and the spot where he saw the hermitage—because, first, sometime must have 
passed while Ravana went to Kalnemi and persuaded the latter to go an intercept 
Hanuman, then secondly, more time must have elapsed while Kalnemi first planned 
what to do, and then actually carry out the cunning device that he had devised to trap 
Hanuman. All the while Hanuman was making rapid progress northwards towards his 
destination through the sky. Hence, by the time Kalnemi gave finishing touches to his 
deceit, Hanuman must have travelled quite a long distance from the shores of the 
southern ocean where Lanka was situated, making him “tired and thirsty”, and 
longing for some fresh water for refreshment and the need for some quick relaxation. 

Kalnemi needed time, and during this time Hanuman was constantly flying to 
his destination in the northern mountains, nearing them as fast as he could fly, and by 
the passage of each hour he was feeling more and more tired. So it follows that this 
artificial hermitage was somewhere close to Hanuman’s destination in the north of the 
plains, some place close to the mountains in the north. 

It is said in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, verse nos. 46-47 that: “When 
asked by Ravana to go and intercept Hanuman, Kalnemi went and created a deception 
of a hermitage at a place near the Himwan Mountain, or the snow-covered Mountains 
in the northern Himalayas. This particular mountain where the herb was to be found 
was known as Mandrachal. Near this place Kalnemi created a false hermitage, and 
disguising himself as a senior sage who had a number of disciples, he sat down (to 
wait for Hanuman).” 

Kalnemi also preferred a spot far away from Lanka and very near Hanuman’s 
destination for three reasons: 

First, because he decided that by this time Hanuman would be physically worn 
out by the exertion of the long journey, and would therefore need some water to drink 
to quench his thirst, and a place to relax a bit to recover his energy. 

Secondly, with the destination in sight and being very near to it, Hanuman 
would think that sparing a few minutes to refresh himself and relax a wee whit to 
recover his energy would not affect or hinder his mission in any tangible way; rather 
it would be helpful to him because he has to carry a load in the form of the herb on his 
return journey. So the chances would be good of his falling in the trap easily. 

And thirdly, it would be easier for Kalnemi to subdue Hanuman because the 
latter would be sufficiently fatigued out and lacking in energy by this time to put up a 
vigorous resistance to Kalnemi should the necessity arose for a fierce battle between 
the two. Kalnemi was weary of facing Hanuman when the latter was in his prime 
form. 

{The episode of Kalnemi, his deceit, and his subsequent slaying by Hanuman, 
has been narrated in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, verse nos. 46-59% .} 

This location of Kalnemi’s artificial hermitage being close to the northern 
mountains is also indirectly indicated in the verses herein below, because we read that 
soon after the events associated with Kalnemi, Hanuman had reached the mountain 
containing the required herb, and the gap of time between the two events seems to be 
apparently very small—apropos: Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 58 
herein below. 


*Another very interesting observation is to be made here. Hanuman goes against his 
own declaration made earlier to Mainak that “he is determined not to rest till Lord 
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Ram’s work was done” (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 1). But 
now he wishes to “refresh himself by taking a break and drinking water in the pond”! 
So why was he overcome with thirst and weariness this time, while all through the 
battle, and the burning of Lanka earlier, he had never felt either thirsty or the need to 
take rest to recover his energy? 

The answer is this: He committed the same mistake that Laxman had 
committed which resulted in his suffering from fainting when hit by Meghanad, and 
this mistake was: Hanuman did not pay his obeisance properly to Lord Ram by 
bowing his head and seeking the Lord’s express blessings for success in the enterprise 
at the time of departure from Lanka to bring the herb. This is clear when we closely 
examine Doha no. 55 and Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it, as well as the note 
appended to them in the case of Hanuman. In the case of Laxman, it is Doha no. 52 
with the notes appended to it. 

To wit, all successes that Hanuman, Laxman and the rest attained were the 
result of Lord Ram’s grace and blessings upon them, and not due to their own 
abilities. 

The irony of the matter is this that Hanuman ‘bows his head to Kalnemi who 
was disguised as a hermit or a sag’ as find in the next verse. It implies that Hanuman’s 
legendary ability to perceive the truth behind the veil of deception was also 
compromised. And this is also proved by the fact that he could not decide which herb 
was needed when he saw the mountain on which the herbs grew (apropos: Chaupai 
line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 58). 

The simple lesson that is learnt from these episodes is that one must first and 
foremost pay one’s obeisance to the Lord God, invoke his grace and pray for his 
blessings before embarking on any enterprise, small or big, and never to think that one 
would succeed in anything because one has the ability or the skill or the knowledge or 
the wherewithal needed for success. ] 


Wa HVS AT te Alert | ararata sale AS AAT 3 N 
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racchasa kapata bésa tahami soha. mayapati dūtahi caha moha. 3. 
ja'i pavanasuta naya'u matha. lāga so kahai rama guna gatha. 4. 


The demon (Kalnemi) was present there in the hermitage in a fictitious form of a 
hermit or a sage. He was trying to deceive the messenger of the Lord who is the 
master of all tricks and deceptions (i.e. Lord Ram, the Supreme Being)! (3) 


The son of the wind god (Hanuman) went to him and bowed his head’. Seeing him, 
the hermit (i.e. Kalnemi) started praising Lord Ram and his glories’. (4) 


[Note—'Why did Hanuman bow his head before this false hermit or sage? It is 
because this physical form, that of a learned sage, a hermit, a seer, an ascetic, or a 
saint, is deemed to be so holy and worthy of respect that it invites involuntary and 
automatic respect and reverence from the beholder. 

We have read earlier a similar kind of thing happening when the great king 
named Pratapbhanu was also cheated by his enemy who was disguised as a hermit; 
this crooked fellow was previously defeated in a battle by the king, and he had 
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decided to assume the form of a hermit to escape detection till he waited for his time 
to take revenge upon the king. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 158; and Chaupai line nos. 2-8 that precede Doha no. 
170. 


*Kalnemi thought that if he praised Lord Ram then he will easily gain Hanuman’s 
confidence. This ploy served him a dual purpose: first it would help him disarm 
Hanuman’s suspicion of him, and second, it will also give him an opportunity to 
purify his inner self and prepare for the deliverance of his soul by making some last 
minute gestures of repentance for his past sinful life as a demon in the service of 
Ravana, by singing the glories of Lord Ram, which a true ‘demon’ would never do. 

It was this singing of Lord Ram’s glories now, and his uttering the Lord’s holy 
name at the time of his death at the hands of Hanuman a little later, that Kalnemi 
attained emancipation and salvation for himself; even Hanuman lavishly praised 
Kalnemi for uttering the Lord’s holy name at the time of his death—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 58 herein 
below. 

It is to be noted that Kalnemi began to praise Lord Ram immediately after 
Hanuman bowed before him, even before Hanuman introduced himself to him or said 
anything about himself or his journey. This is the normal practice with saintly persons 
and devotees of the Lord—that they greet their guests and welcome their visitors by 
uttering the name of the Lord and saying his grace, or saying something else in the 
Lord’s honour. | 
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hota maha rana ravana ramahim. jitinahim rama na sansaya ya mahim. 5. 
ihānř bha'ém maim dékha'um bha’. gyana drsti bala mohi adhika’. 6. 


Kalnemi said, ‘A great war is underway between Ravana and Lord Ram'. Well, there 
is no doubt in the fact that Lord Ram will win in it”, (5) 


I have a divine vision that I have acquired on the strength of my gnosis, the special 
empowerment that comes to me by my spiritual practices that have granted me self- 
realisation and enlightenment; it entitles and enables me to see things not physically 
visible to others, things that occurred in the past, are underway in the present, and 
would eventually happen in the future’. (6) 


[Note—'How did Kalnemi know that a fierce war was raging between Ravana and 
Lord Ram? Answer: Ravana himself had briefed him about it—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 56 herein above. 


?A similar prediction was made by Trijata, the pious female demon appointed by 
Ravana to guard Sita—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 99 along 
with Chaupai line nos. 12-13 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede this Doha. 

Even at the beginning of the war, when during the initial wave of attack by the 
Lord’s army the demons had violently repulsed it, and it seemed that all was lost, the 
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reader is assured by the narrator of the Story, i.e. Lord Shiva, that ultimately the 
monkey and bears would emerge victorious—Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 43. 


°A similar boastful claim was made by another crooked person who had disguised 
himself as a hermit to cheat his adversary. It was a king who had been defeated by 
another great king named Pratapbhanu. The defeated king assumed the form of a 
hermit and lived in a hermitage in the forest, bidding his time to take revenge on 
Pratapbhanu. As destiny would have it, one day Pratapbhanu landed at his hermitage 
when he got lost in a hunting expedition. The impostor hermit had also made similar 
boastful claims of possessing exceptional spiritual powers as done by Kalnemi here, 
and he finally managed to trap the innocent king in his crooked design to manoeuvre 
things in such a way that finally Pratpabhanu was cursed by angry Brahmins to 
become a demon. It was Pratapbhanu who became Ravana in his next birth. For the 
purpose of our note, refer to: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Doha no. 162 along 
with Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that follow it; (11) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha 
no. 164; and (iii) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 168—all of which 
indicate that that crooked hermit had made similar claims of possessing some special 
powers others don’t have like Kalnemi does here. 


A question arises here: Was not Kalnemi committing treason and betrayal; was he not 
being disloyal and unfaithful to his own lord Ravana by predicting that the war would 
be won by his enemy? Well, Kalnemi’s internal thoughts are abundantly clear when 
he had expressly told Ravana on his face that what he plans to do is wrong, that he 
should abandon all hostility with Lord Ram and worship him instead, and that no one 
can succeed by opposing the Lord—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that precede Doha no. 56. 

So therefore, Kalnemi was not saying something that was new; he had always 
believed that Lord Ram would win as is evident from his interview with Ravana. 

He had rather protected his lord Ravana’s identity by saying that he knew 
about the war out of his own spiritual abilities. This lie served two objectives: first, it 
prevented Hanuman from directly knowing that he was a demon sent by Ravana to 
kill him, and second, it helped Kalnemi to convince Hanuman about his being a holy 
man so that the latter would easily fall in the trap laid out by former. 

Thus, Kalnemi was duly fulfilling his duty to his lord Ravana; he was neither 
committing treason nor being disloyal to his master Ravana or the demon race. 

How did Kalnemi planned to kill Hanuman? He wanted to poison him by 
making him drink poisoned water. It will be clear in the next verse below. ] 


aT wet ate dhe arse ime aft ats stars att Set 9 N 
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maga jala tehim dinha kamandala. kaha kapi nahim agha'um thorém jala. 7. 
Sara majjana kari atura avahu. diccha dé'um gyana jéhim pavahu. 8. 


Hanuman asked for some water to drink (as it was the main reason why he had come 
to this hermitage in the first place), at which request Kalnemi gave him a water-pot 
called a Kamandal (which is normally kept by all hermits)’. 
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The Kapi (Hanuman; literally the ‘monkey’) said that a little water would not 
satisfy him (for he felt very thirsty and needed some larger source of water not only to 
quench his thirst but also that he could sprinkle some water on his body to wash and 
feel relaxed). (7) 


Kalnemi replied, ‘There is a pond in the yonder. Go there and wash yourself; then 
come here at the earliest so that I can bless you with Gyan (gnosis; some form of 
spiritual knowledge) after doing some formal rituals to prepare you for that purpose 
that would make you eligible to receive this great knowledge’. (8) 


[Note—'It is very much evident what Kalnemi’s intention was: he had come to get rid 
of Hanuman, and not to help him in any way. So obviously, the water-pot contained 
poisoned water. 

Hanuman was on Lord Ram’s mission; so he had the invisible shield of the 
Lord’s protection. Say, how can any harm come to someone who is an ardent devotee 
of Lord Ram? The lesson we learn from this episode is that if we put ourselves in the 
Lord’s charge, then even if we do not expressly ask the Lord for protection, the Lord 
would do it on his own; the Lord would never let his devotee come to harm as he 
always takes care of the latter’s welfare. 


*Kalnemi found to his dismay that his planning was about to crumble; he feared that 
after drinking water and refreshing himself, Hanuman would proceed on his way. 
Kalnemi thought quickly how to prevent this from happening; so he threw a bait of 
granting knowledge. How stupid it was for Kalnemi to think of this device; Hanuman 
had not asked for any spiritual knowledge or for being initiated. Kalnemi was in such 
a hurry that he did not even think that this offer, without it being sought, must surely 
ring an alarm bell in Hanuman’s mind. 

Hanuman too was so overcome with anxiety about the job to be done, that of 
searching the herb and taking it back to Lanka within the stipulated time, that this 
unusual offer of Kalnemi could not rouse any suspicion of foul play in his mind. 

This also shows that the pond was not poisoned—for otherwise there was no 
question of Kalnemi asking Hanuman to come back for knowledge. Rather, he would 
have wished to escape forthwith from the spot in order to avoid the risk of incurring 
Hanuman’s wrath in case he had become suspicious of this hermit and just tasted the 
water of the pond, and did not gulp it down in sufficient quantity to have any fatal 
effect. Then it was certain that Hanuman would come back and trash Kalnemi’s light 
out of him. 

Another proof of the pond not being poisoned is that an alligator, who was a 
cursed Apsara, a heavenly damsel, whom Hanuman would soon kill and grant 
freedom from the curse, lived in the same pond. Had it been poisoned, this Apsara 
would have died first. | 
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sara paithata kapi pada gaha makarim taba akulana. 
mari so dhari dibya tanu call gagana cadhi jana. 57. 


When the Kapi (i.e. Hanuman) entered the pond (to drink water, and to wash and 
refresh himself), a deadly alligator, that lived in it, immediately caught hold of his 
legs. 

Hanuman instantly slayed the attacker’ who left its mortal gross body to revert 
back to its original form that looked divine. In this ethereal form, its soul mounted an 
aerial vehicle and ascended to the sky (to go to heaven). (Doha no. 57) 


[Note—'Hanuman went inside the water of the pond and closed his eyes to wash his 
face and drink water. At that moment the alligator caught hold of his one leg and tried 
to drag him inside the pone. Hanuman grabbed the attacker and ripped apart its 
mouth. {Refer: (i) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, verse nos. 54-55; (ii) 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 21-23. 

Who was this alligator? An Apsara, who is a beautiful damsel who lives in 
heaven, usually as a heavenly courtesan in the court of Indra, the king of gods, named 
‘Dhaanya-Maali’ was cursed to become an alligator. After Hanuman liberated her 
from this curse by slaying her form as an alligator, she resumed her original heavenly 
form and went back to her place. {Refer: (i) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, 
verse no. 57; and (ii) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 
24-25.} 

In the following verses we read that this Apsara, who was in the cursed form 
of an alligator, tells Hanuman why she became so, and also alerts him about the 
reality of the hermit living in the hermitage, that he was actually a fierce demon 
contriving ways to kill him at the behest of Ravana.] 
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kapi tava darasa bha'i'un/ nispapa. mita tata munibara kara sapa. 1. 
muni na ho'i yaha nisicara ghora. manahu satya bacana kapi mora. 2. 


Assuming a divine form, the alligator’s soul spoke to Hanuman from the sky, ‘Oh 
Kapi! I have been cleansed of the negative effects of my sins by the good 
circumstance of having had the good fortune of seeing you. 

My dear (tata)! As a reward of meeting you, I have now been absolved of the 
consequences of the curse cast upon me by a learned sage in some past time’. (1) 


Be warned that this fellow (who has sent you to this pond) is not a hermit as you think 
him to be; on the contrary, he is a fierce demon. Oh Kapi, have faith in my words; I 
am telling you the truth.” (2) 


[Note—'Why was the Apsara cursed to become an alligator, and what was her name? 

The answer is this: Though seeming to be incredulous because what happened 
does not behove good for the character of a so-called spiritual man, but the story goes 
that one sage, whose name is not disclosed by her, asked her for sexual favour, which 
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the Apsara refused. This enraged the sage who cursed her to become an alligator; but 
soon realising that she was being unjustly punished for no fault of hers, the sage 
blessed her that some time in the future Hanuman would free her from this curse 
while he would be on his way to the northern mountains on Lord Ram’s errand, and 
then she would resume her original form and go back to heaven. The name of this 
Apsara was ‘Dhanya-Mali’. {Refer: Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, verse nos. 
56-57.} 


*What would make Hanuman believe in the truthfulness of the words of this ethereal 
form that emerged from the dead gross body of the alligator he had just killed? The 
very fact that the Apsara emerged in this ethereal body which had a divine aura 
around it, and the fact that she boarded a plane coming to fetch her to heaven, left no 
doubt in the mind of Hanuman that she was not a demon at least, for otherwise this 
remarkable heavenly form would not have appeared before him and neither would a 
plane come to fetch a sinful dead demon to take him to heaven, for sinful souls are 
destined to hell and not to heaven. 

He had made one major mistake, of not being able to see through the deceit of 
Kalnemi and falling a prey to his sweet words, and now he should not make a second 
mistake, and definitely a fatal one, of not heeding an alert given to him. 

The transmuting of an alligator into an Apsara jolted Hanuman and roused him 
from his stupor which was caused perhaps in part by the fatigue incurred by the stress 
of the long-haul journey from Lanka, and also due to the accompanying anxiety and 
worry concerning the success of the mission of finding the right herb, and then taking 
it back to Laxman in the allotted time. | 
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asa kahi ga'l apachara jabahim. nisicara nikata gaya'u kapi tabahim. 3. 
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When the Apsara went on her way after alerting Hanuman, he went near the demon 
(disguised as a hermit). (3) 


The Kapi told him that he wished to make his offerings and pay his obeisance to him 
first, and after that he would accept the Mantra (spiritual initiation) that he (the false 
hermit) wished to grant him’. (4) 


[Note—'The usual procedure for such initiation is that first the spiritual teacher, a 
Guru, gives a Mantra, a blessed spiritual formula, to his disciple, and then the latter 
offers his offerings to the former as a tribute. But Hanuman turns the table around full 
circle; he offers to pay his dues first and then accept the blessing. 

Hanuman was responding to Kalnemi’s advise that he should go to the pond 
and come back to accept the initiation—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 57. 

Hanuman did not wish to give Kalnemi a chance to either escape or play some 
other dirty trick; so he acted swiftly, without wasting a moment as is evident in the 
next verse. | 
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Hanuman wrapped his long tail around Kalnemi’s neck, tightened the grip like a 
hangman’s noose, lifted his victim off his seat, and then dashed him violently on the 
ground, causing his instant death. 

At the time of his death, Kalnemi reverted back to his original form (of a 
demon). (5) 


He (Kalnemi) uttered the holy name of Lord Ram repeatedly while his soul left his 
mortal gross body of a demon'. 

When Hanuman heard it, he felt very glad internally in his Mana (heart and 
mind; inner-self)”. After that he resumed his journey and moved ahead (in search of 
the required herb). (6) 


[Note—'Upon close examination of the story of the Ramayan we discover that there 
were a few more souls who had remembered or uttered or invoked Lord Ram’s holy 
name at the time of their death, and each one of them got their due spiritual reward 
irrespective of the physical form of the body their soul had assumed while living in 
this mortal world. It is because the holy name of Lord Ram is called the ‘Tarak 
Mantra’, i.e. it is a divine spiritual formula which when used would invariably have 
its effect, which is to grant liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation to the 
soul of the dying creature; it bestows beatitude and felicity and eternal bliss to the 
person, no matter who he or she is, or what sort of body the concerned creature 
possesses in this mortal world. {Refer: Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2, verse 
no. 1; Canto 4, verse no. 7; and Canto 6, verse nos. 1-29. It tells us that Lord Ram’s 
holy and divine name “Ram” is a Tarak Mantra, a spiritual formula empowered to 
deliver the soul of a creature and grant it emancipation and salvation which bestows 
eternal beatitude and felicity. } 

The first instance is of course that of king Dasrath; he had uttered Lord Ram’s 
name at the time of his death which was brought about by the deep grief from which 
Dasrath suffered at the separation of his beloved son Ram. The reward was that 
Dasrath went to the abode of the Gods in heaven. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 155.} 

The demon Marich, who was compelled by Ravana to assume the form of a 
deer with a golden hide to that Sita could be stolen, had uttered Lord Ram’s holy 
name and remembered the Lord’s grace and blessings at the time of his death; he was 
granted an exalted destination that is difficult even for great sages to attain. {Apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 16-17 that precede Doha no. 27.} 

The next example is that of Khar and Dushan along with their army of demons 
who had attacked Lord Ram in the forest at the behest of Supernakha. These demon 
warriors had uttered the Lord’s holy name “Ram-Ram” at the time of their death, and 
every one of them attained emancipation and salvation. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 20-a.} 
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Then we come to the unique case of the vulture king named Jatau. He had laid 
down his life in an attempt to save Sita while she was being taken away by Ravana. 
Jatau’s case is unique in the whole of the Ramayan as Lord Ram performed his last 
rites himself as he would done for his own father, thereby granting the vulture a rare 
honour and privilege that was denied even to Dasrath. Jatau too had invoked Lord 
Ram’s holy name during the last moments of his life, entitling his soul to attain an 
exalted destination of eternal beatitude and felicity. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 31; and Doha no. 32.} 

A similar destination of the soul was obtained by Sabari, the old tribal woman 
whose last rites too were performed by Lord Ram even as she burnt her mortal body 
in a fire lit for the purpose, repeating Lord Ram’s holy name, invoking his grace, and 
enshrining the Lord’s divine form in her heart. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Doha no. 36 along with Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede it.} 

The next example is that of Baali, the king of Kishkindha and the father of 
Angad, the monkey prince. Baali too had fixed his mind on the holy lotus-like feet of 
Lord Ram at the time of his death, and was rewarded with heaven as his destination. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishindha Kand, Doha no. 10.} 

As we move along with the telling of this magnificent and enthralling Story, 
we shall see by-and-by that Kumbhakaran and the much reviled Ravana too were 
exceptionally fortunate like no one else was in the whole story, in as much as their 
soul had emerged from their bodies and entered directly into the holy body of Lord 
Ram in the form of a blazing shaft of splendorous energy; it was a visible proof of the 
fact that the destination of the soul has nothing to do with the body in which it has 
lived in this world as long at the soul has a burning and sincere desire to repent for its 
past sins and seek emancipation and salvation for its self. The way the soul of these 
two great demon warriors entered the body of Lord Ram was a vivid example of the 
merger of the creature’s ‘individual soul’ with the ‘universal supreme Soul of 
creation’ represented by Lord Ram if the creature has an honest internal desire for this 
fate for himself, no matter what he pretends to be on the outside. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 71 in case of 
Kumbhakaran; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103 in case of 
Ravana. } 

This establishes another important point: Lord Ram never distinguished 
between two individuals based on the sort of the physical body they have; Dasrath 
was his worldly father; Jatau was a vulture; Sabari was an out-caste tribal woman; 
Baali was a monkey by body; the rest of them, such as Marich, Khar, Dushan, 
Kalnemi, Kumbhakaran and Ravana, were all demons. What the Lord sees is the 
purity of the creature’s soul, and the earnestness of his desire to attain him, to repent 
for his sins and past evil deeds in order to get liberation and deliverance from his 
present body, as well as a wish to attain emancipation and salvation for his soul that 
would grant him eternal bliss, beatitude and felicity—and all this must be sincere and 
without deceit, conceit and pretensions. 


“Hanuman felt glad when he heard Kalnemi utter Lord Ram’s name”—why? 
Remember: Hanuman was a great devotee of Lord Ram; he himself constantly and 
consistently kept on muttering the Lord’s holy name, and kept his mind and heart 
focused on the remembrance of the Lord. He had no personal grudge against or any 
animosity with Kalnemi, as a true devotee of Lord Ram ought not to have. He slayed 
Kalnemi only because the latter was trying to cheat him and obstruct him in his 
mission to fulfil the Lord’s mandate, which was not acceptable. 
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So Hanuman felt elated that at last Kalnemi’s soul would find deliverance; he 
felt happy that he became an instrument in providing liberation to one more soul 
which had become trapped in the evil body of a demon; he felt comforted that he had 
heard another creature utter his beloved Lord Ram’s name, bringing him within the 
circle of the Lord’s devotees. Hanuman also rejoiced that history would not accuse 
him for killing a hermit, but rather would praise him for providing emancipation and 
salvation to a creature who was suffering in a mortal, gross, and evil body of a demon. 

Kalnemi’s death was a matter of celebration for Hanuman for another reason 
also: it subtly made him realise about the invisible protection that he had of Lord Ram 
who ensures, constantly, consistenly and invariably, that no harm comes to Hanuman 
from any quarter, even if he makes an inadvertent slip here and there in life. What a 
great assurance indeed for a creature; who is a more benevolent and gracious Lord 
than Lord Ram indeed is! | 
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When Hanuman saw the mountain, he could not recognize the needed medicinal herb. 
So (deciding not to waste any time) he immediately, and swiftly, lifted the mountain 
by uprooting it from the ground’. (7) 


Holding the mountain aloft on his hand, he cruised through the night sky as fast as he 
could. 
On his way back, the Kapi passed over the city of Ayodhya’. (8) 


[Note—'As has been noted earlier in a note to Doha no. 55, the mountain where the 
required herb was located was called ‘Dronachal’. It was situated in the upper reaches 
of the mighty Himalayan range on the north of the Indian land mass, between Mt. 
Kailash and a mountain that had a golden hue. {Reference: (a) Valmiki’s Ramayan, 
Uddha Kand (Lanka Kand), canto 74, verse nos. 29-30; and (b) Anand Ramayan, 
Sarkand, Canto 11, verse no. 46.} 

Now we learn here that unable to descry the correct herb from the countless 
similar herbs growing on the mountain’s side, Hanuman decided to lift the whole 
mountain, which was, in all probability, a huge hill large enough to be called a 
‘mountain’, and take it to Lanka in order not to waste any time in searching for the 
needed herb, and also to avoid the risk of picking up the wrong one by an error of 
judgment, which would not only be fatal for Laxman but would also mean complete 
failure of his own effort. 

The interesting point to note here is this: We read that the monkeys and bears 
were using huge rocks and boulders as their missiles by which they attacked the 
demon warriors during the course of the war. The answer to the question ‘from where 
did they get so many rocks and boulders’ is found here—they used this mountain 
brought by Hanuman as a source for their crude forms of attack weapons, such as 
rocks and boulders and stones of all shapes and sizes, in the battle-field of Lanka. 
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Meanwhile, why couldn’t Hanuman see and recognise the necessary herb? 
One answer is that in the darkness of the night all of them looked alike. There was not 
one or two or twenty herbs, but countless numbers of them, and all grew closely in 
large clusters all along the side of the mountain. In peaceful times one would have the 
patience to carefully examine which herbal plant he needed, but in this case it was an 
emergency of life and death, time was quickly running out, and a great distance was 
to be travelled on the way back to Lanka. All these factors played out simultaneously 
in Hanuman’s mind; so there was no time for him to demure and examine each herb 
and plant like a scholar doing research work for his university thesis. He had to be 
quick and determined in his decision. 

The other reason is that from a distance these herbal plants appeared to glow 
like a glow-worm, but when Hanuman came closer, this light disappeared. {Refer: 
Valmiki’s Ramayana, Lanka Kand, Canto 74, verse no. 64.} 

To better understand this phenomenon, we can take the example of the moon’s 
disc in the sky. From a great distance, from the surface of the earth, the moon appears 
to shine with a silvery glow, but upon getting closer and landing on its surface it is as 
ordinary, as full of potholes, as strewn with rocks, and has a landscape that is as 
wildly naked and foreboding as any other celestial body in the earth’s neighbourhood. 
To wit, the moon shines only from a distance; up close it has a dark body consisting 
nothing but soil and rock. 

So was the case with these herbs. From a distance they seemed to glow with a 
vague diffused light, but when looked closer they were like ordinary plants. This glow 
might have been caused by some natural trace element present in them; or probably it 
was caused by reflection of the refracted light falling upon them from the surrounding 
snow-clad mountain peaks, or some kind of reflection from heavenly lights 
resembling the Northern Lights that are seen in the sky near the arctic circle up in the 
northern hemisphere. But by the time Hanuman approached the plants, this reflection 
vanished. 

Actually Hanuman was directed towards the mountain with the help of the 
diffused light on its side as he saw it from the sky, for it acted as a beacon for him to 
help navigate his way. When he landed, he was at sea; he was dumbfounded as now 
he could not see anything in the all-pervading darkness around him. 


*A crucial fact emerges from a careful reading of this verse. Hanuman had gone by a 
different route on his way to the mountain as nowhere a mention of his flying over 
Ayodhya is found. But on his return journey he decided to take a detour, a diversion, 
which took him over the city of Ayodhya. 

Why did Hanuman take a different route on his way back? Well, the answer is 
this: He has had a very close shave on his outward journey when he escaped from the 
trap laid by Kalnemi literally by the width of his skin. He felt that by this time, 
Ravana would surely have cooked up something new to trap him, and this time it 
would be a problem for him as he was burdened with a heavy mountain that he was 
carrying. There was no point in showing unnecessary dare devilry during such 
emergency times, and it would be wiser to avoid a difficult and dangerous situation. 
So he took a new route on his flight way back to Lanka to play it safe, and this detour 
brought him over Ayodhya. ] 
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When Bharat (the younger brother of Lord Ram) saw a huge form flying in the sky 
over the city, he thought that it was some kind of nocturnal creature (nisicara), 
probably a demon. 

So he stringed his bow and pulled it taught to shoot an arrow that had no 
pointed tip on it at the figure flying overhead’. (Doha no. 58) 


[Note—'Bharat spent the entire period of fourteen years, during which Lord Ram was 
in exile in the forest, at a place close to the city of Ayodhya, in its suburbs, living like 
a hermit, and spending his time in meditation and other spiritual practices. {Apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 323— 
to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 326.} 

But at the same time Bharat was very conscious of his duties and obligations 
and responsibilities. He kept strict vigil at night to watch for any ominous sign in the 
sky, to look out for any spy drone hovering over the sky over Ayodhya. When he saw 
a huge figure coursing through the night sky, a sort of a flying saucer, an Unidentified 
Flying Object known as an UFO in modern parlance, he became suspicious. What 
was it, he wondered; is it something dangerous, such as a heavy rock or an explosive 
device, carried by someone sent by one of the many enemies of his kingdom, who 
may have dispatched his spy to drop it over the unsuspecting and sleeping city to 
cause extensive damage to it? Could it be a missile or an asteroid or a meteor or 
something else like a rocket or some explosive projectile that may prove to be 
dangerous for the city? 

Bharat wished to examine it; he wished to abort a catastrophe before it 
happened. So he shot a blunt arrow, one without a sharp tip, which would only bring 
this thing down, and not blast if off the face of the firmament all together. So much 
the lucky it was for Hanuman, for otherwise the consequences for him are too obvious 
to be stated in explicit terms. 

Now let us visualise this scenario more closely, and make some intelligent 
guess to arrive at a plausible sequence of events as to what actually might have 
happened during those crucial moments when Hanuman was cruising in the night sky 
over the sprawling city of Ayodhya down below. 

It appears that some sort of system existed in those ancient times that would be 
like a radar system of our modern world; it was an integrated system that kept an eye 
over the city’s skyline to detect and intercept any suspicious object flying over it. This 
vigilance was heightened during night time when chances of an aerial attack by one of 
the enemies of the kingdom of Ayodhya were great, as compared to daylight hours. 
This radar system was monitored by Bharat himself who, as the care-taking ruler of 
Ayodhya in the absence of its rightful king Lord Ram, wanted to ensure foolproof 
security of the city. Hanuman’s bleep on this ancient system of vigilance and defence 
of the airspace immediately alerted Bharat, as this flying object was most 
unconventional and odd. It was of a huge size, was cruising at great speed, and its 
flight trajectory gave an impression that it was a star streaking from the northern 
borders of the kingdom towards its south, and flying right over the city of Ayodhya. 
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Deciding to examine what this suspicious-looking UFO was, Bharat shot a sort 
of an intercepting-missile that would only stop this mysterious object from 
progressing ahead, instead of destroying it in space. His arrow, in all probability, was 
like a modern-day missile and other weapon systems that work on computer-based 
data fed into the projectile at the time of its launch, giving it an ability to self-navigate 
and hit the desired object with the required force and impact it according to the data 
pre-fed into its on-board computers. 

So, with some fine-tuning and skilful maneuvering, Bharat was able to 
manipulate his arrow in such a way that instead of blasting the target hit by it and 
reducing it into small fragments that would disperse in the void of the vast space of 
the firmament and burning themselves up without harming the city below, it simply 
stopped its flight and brought it down. 

This arrow interrupted the flight of Hanuman and disturbed the dynamics of 
his flight, navigation and trajectory so much that the target of its strike suddenly lost 
speed and went into a tailspin, falling to the ground either following a curved 
parabolic path due to its speed, or it fell as a wild out-of-control tumble because it was 
suddenly stopped, spinning right and left and making somersaults to make a virtual 
nose dive and land on the ground below. 

And how did Hanuman land on the ground; what happened to him? Was he 
gravely injured as would naturally happen when struck by a projectile at high speed in 
the air, and then by the impact of the fall? If not, then what could have possibly 
happened that saved him? What happened also to the mountain he was carrying? 

These questions are answered as a note appended to Chaupai line nos. 1-2 
herein below. | 
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He (Hanuman) fell down unconscious on the ground after being hit by the arrow, all 
the while remembering and uttering the holy name of Lord Ram, ‘Ram-Ram’, 
repeatedly’. (1) 


When Bharat heard’ this name, which was very dear to him, he instantly rushed 
forward to investigate, and eagerly came near the Kapi (Hanuman) in great haste. (2) 


[Note—'Hanuman landed on the ground and fell ‘unconscious’. He lost his 
consciousness because he had not expected being hit by a projectile while speeding in 
the sky; the jolt of the sudden strike that stopped his flight midway had caught him 
unawares and disoriented him; he lost his mental balance and bearing. The fall from a 
great height added to his mental confusion, and the worry of securing the safety of the 
herb-bearing mountain exacerbated his anxieties. 

This sequence of events indicates that the arrow had hit Hanuman softly, and 
only with a force that was sufficient enough to stop his further progress and bring him 
down. Bharat had not intended to destroy the target as noted earlier in Doha no. 57 
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herein above; his intention was to neutralise it, bring it down to earth, and examine it. 
It is a natural deduction at which we arrive at because no where it is said that 
Hanuman had suffered any grave injury from the strike. He was merely 
‘unconscious’; he just ‘fainted’; and that is a natural thing to happen to any person 
who is suddenly jolted by a close strike and stopped in his path, making him lose 
control of himself, swoon and fall to the ground. 

One important factor appears to have certainly contributed to Hanuman 
escaping from any major injury to his person. He must have landed on soft soil 
cushioned by green grass, leafy plants, or some other soft vegetation, such as found in 
a farmland or a grassy meadow or a lawn of a garden that formed a green belt 
surrounding the hermitage where Bharat lived on the outskirts of Ayodhya. This is 
very much possible, because Bharat may have certainly created such an environment 
around his hermitage to replicate the aura of the surroundings of the forest, with its 
serenity and greenery and beauty where his beloved brother Lord Ram was spending 
his time of exile. This soft earth must have acted as a buffer for Hanuman, cushioning 
the impact of the fall and preventing any serious injury to him. 

Another important reason why Hanuman escaped being injured was this: He 
was continuously chanting the name of Lord Ram. The Lord’s divine name has 
mystical powers, and when a creature invokes it in distress, it extends its natural 
protection to the caller. It was this invisible protective shield of Lord Ram’s holy 
name that cast its protective cover over Hanuman as he fell; it was his sure protection 
from any or all harm. In all sooth and without gainsay, this is why he suffered no 
grave injury accept some momentary fainting. 

Now, how can we say with certainty that Hanuman was not injured? Well, the 
answer is simple and straightforward: He would resume his journey shortly, after a 
little break and a short interview with Bharat. 

Another proof of Hanuman not incurring any injury to his person is this: When 
he met Lord Ram at his camp near the battle-field of Lanka, the Lord did not find any 
mark of a wound on his body, for if the Lord had observed any he was sure to ask 
Hanuman about its cause. 

And thereafter, after a little while, the battle resumed with its full ferocity the 
next day, and Hanuman played a leading role in it. It also goes to show that he was fit 
and fine to face the enemy the very next day of his adventure of bringing the 
mountain, meaning that he was not bodily injured, as that would have adversely 
affected his fighting abilities. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 65 where Hanuman strikes a vicious cuff to Kumbhkaran 
with his clenched fists. } 

But what about the ‘mountain’ he was carrying? Nothing is said anywhere in 
the text concerning it; so we have to make an intelligent surmise. Hanuman was 
carrying the herb-bearing mountain aloft on one of his hands as he was cruising 
through the night sky. He was gripping the mountain from below, perhaps by firmly 
clasping some sturdy creeper or a protruding outcrop of its rock. When hit by Bharat’s 
arrow, he instinctively intensified his grip over it so that he doesn’t lose his charge. 
When he landed on the ground, this mountain did not break up—because it was made 
of solid rock that had hardened over time. Some of its surface soil and plants may 
have shaken off by the force of the impact of the fall to the ground, but no major 
damage was done to it. 


*Bharat heard Hanuman saying Lord Ram’s name. It clearly implies that Hanuman 
was saying it loudly, and not silently, as he fell through the sky, and even after 


4159 


landing on the ground he called out this holy name aloud during the intervening 
moments of landing and losing consciousness. His call was loud enough for Bharat to 
hear and pay attention; it was loud enough to be heard over the noise of the fall. 

Bharat was already on high alert; as soon as he heard someone calling out 
Lord Ram’s name, he became amazed and sorely alarmed at the same time even as he 
rushed out to see who has been shot by him by mistake. He had thought that some 
nocturnal creature, probably a demon, was flying over Ayodhya, but such creatures 
won’t call out the holy name of Lord Ram. So surely something was seriously amiss, 
thought Bharat as his hairs stood on their ends while he dashed forward to investigate, 
keeping his fingers crossed, hoping for the best, and praying to the Lord God for 
mercy and grace.] 
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[By the time Bharat came to Hanuman lying unconscious on the ground, he had 
become certain that the creature whom he had hit was not an enemy but was someone 
who, in some or the other way, was related to Lord Ram, for otherwise he wouldn’t 
have uttered the Lord’s name when in distress and on the threshold of death. This 
realisation dismayed Bharat extremely, and sorrow and regret and despondency and 
deep sadness overwhelmed him. ] 


Bharat observed that the fallen creature was very agitated and seems to be suffering 
much!. So Bharat embraced him, but no matter how much he tried to revive him from 
his unconscious state, he could not. (3) 


Bharat was overcome with sadness, sorrow and grief so much so that his face became 
pale, and his Mana (mind and heart) was shrouded with darkness that intuitively 
precedes some bad news (because he feared for the worst). 

However, he gathered his wits together and said with tears filling his eyes --- 


(4), 


[Note—'Hanuman’s suffering was not so much at the physical level of his body as it 
was at the mental level—for even while he lay unconscious physically, yet his sub- 
conscious mind continued to work overtime, pricking him and cursing him that he has 
failed to carry out Lord Ram’s mission. He also worried that if he could not reach 
Lanka in time, and the designated time frame during which the herb would revive 
Laxman expired, then everything would be lost. These and such like thoughts kept 
swirling wildly in his mind as he lay unconscious on the ground, making him very 
uneasy. He was filled with regret and remorse and despondency and hopelessness; he 
felt helpless and hapless. He silently cursed himself and his life.] 
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Bharat sadly observed, ‘Why, it is the same malevolent Creator who had earlier 
devised my separation from Lord Ram, who has now once again shown his harsh and 
un-emotional character by giving you this great suffering! (5) 


[Staking the gain accruing to him for all the spiritual practices done by him, and 
invoking their combined rewards to bear on him right now in order to make Hanuman 
regain consciousness, Bharat implored most earnestly and pleadingly—] If I have true 
affection for Lord Ram and true devotion for his holy feet, if my affection and 
devotion is unpretentious, selfless, honest and without deceit, if it involves my whole 
being that includes my heart and mind, my words and my actions, as well as my body, 
and added to it if Lord Ram (Raghupati) is indeed pleased with me and favourable 
towards me (and has not held me guilty for all the pain and suffering he had to 
undergo when my cursed and unfortunate mother Kaikeyi sent him to forest)—then I 
invoke the combined good effects of all these blessings to pray that let it so happen 
that the Kapi (Hanuman) is freed from his weariness caused by the stress of the 
journey, as well as any other form of suffering and misery caused to him, so that he is 
revived; whatever be the cause of his fainting should be nullified.” (6-7) 


No sooner had Bharat said these words, than Hanuman, the chief amongst the 
monkeys (kapisa), got up with a spring, raising a cry of applause for the glory of Lord 
Ram and the majestic powers of his holy name, proclaiming ‘Hail the glory of the 
king of Kaushal (“kosaladhisa”; Lord Ram), Glory to him, again and again 
repeatedly”.’ (8) 


[Note—'We note here that Bharat assumes Hanuman has fainted because he was tired 
due to the stress of the journey, especially when he was carrying a weighty mountain 
on his hand, and so when the arrow hit him he was dazed and numbed by its impact, 
because whatever energy that was left in him was sapped by this sudden jolt, causing 
him to lose his bearing, swoon, and fall down. 

Then Bharat thought that may be there was some other reason for Hanuman’s 
experiencing excess of stress that led to his exhaustion and his consequent inability to 
resist the arrow’s impact and continue with his journey. 

Therefore, while staking the blessings and all the good rewards that accrued to 
him for his meritorious deeds and spiritual practices to bear directly upon Hanuman 
now and facilitate in his quick recovery, he uses an all-inclusive caveat by saying that 
“whatever be the cause of his fainting” should be nullified. 
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Let us examine this development of Hanuman’s fainting more closely, and see 
what the precarious condition in which Lord Ram was during that night, and what 
subtle spiritual message is intended in this episode. 

It was the second calamitous set-back to Lord Ram during the short period of 
one single night. Back near the battle-field Lanka, his dear brother Laxman, who had 
shared his pains and grief arm-in-arm, being his constant companion and comrade and 
soul-mate and aide in thick and thin, was also lying on the ground unconscious and on 
the verge of death. And the Lord’s other trusted aide Hanuman, his other constant 
companion and comrade-in-arm during the fateful war, was lying in a similar 
condition far away in Ayodhya. 

Laxman had Lord Ram himself by his side, and Hanuman had the Lord’s 
representative in the person of Bharat by his side. In effect and for all practical 
purposes, Bharat was an image of Lord Ram and his love for the creature. Bharat was 
extremely dear to Lord Ram more than anyone else, and Lord Ram was dear to Bharat 
more than anyone else. Here is the proof: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 169 (these are the words of mother 
Kaushalya); (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 184 (these are the words of 
all the citizens of Ayodhya, including sage Vasistha, the chief minister of the 
kingdom, and of the queen mother); (iii) Chaupai line nos. 3 and 8 that precede Doha 
no. 208 (these are the words of sage Bharadwaj); (iv) Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that 
precede Doha no. 210 (these are also the words of sage Bharadwaj); (v) Chaupai line 
nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 266 (these are also the words of the guru of the gods, 
sage Vrihaspati, who explicitly calls Bharat a “shadow” or an “image” of Lord Ram); 
(vi) Chaupai line nos. 2 and 5 that precede Doha no. 289 (these are also the words of 
king Janak); and finally, (vii) Doha no. 326 (these are concluding verses of Ayodhya 
Kand). Say, what more proof is needed when it is proclaimed that “Bharat and Ram 
are reflections of each other”. 

Well then, coming back to our narrative, Lord Ram was by the side of 
unconscious Laxman, and Bharat was by the side of unconscious Hanuman. Now the 
difference arises, a difference that has a profound spiritual importance and a message 
for all of us. It is to be noted here that inspite of the Supreme Being in the form of 
Lord Ram himself being by his side, wishing most earnestly for his recovery, Laxman 
could not be revived. But Hanuman was instantly revived when an image and ardent 
devotee of the same Supreme Being in the form of Bharat invoked the holy name of 
the Lord and prayed for his recovery! 

How wonderful and fantastic it is when we compare the two events, and how 
clear is the implied message—for it unambiguously and irrefutably shows that the 
Lord’s devotee is more powerful and more empowered with spiritual powers that he 
possesses by the virtue of his devotion for the Lord than the Lord himself is, and that 
the Lord’s holy name is also singularly more powerful and profoundly more majestic 
than the principle to whom this name belongs, i.e. the Lord himself. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Doha no. 265 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that 
follow it; and (ii) Baal Kand, from Doha no. 23—Doha no. 25.} 

This is why Laxman could not be revived while Hanuman could be—for 
Bharat had prayed for Hanuman’s recovery, and his prayer and request cannot go in 
vain no matter what happens, because Bharat was a devotee of Lord Ram, he had the 
Lord enshrined in his heart like a deity is in a temple, and was constantly repeating 
the holy name of the Lord every single moment of his existence. 

These two closely related incidences are intended to motivate and inspire a 
creature to realise and understand the fact for his own sake that he will be the wiser if 
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he becomes a devotee of the Lord, if he remembers the Lord and his holy name in his 
life, because then there is no fear for him, because he is assured of constant protection 
and solace. 

The creature must realise and understand that relying on the Lord’s grace and 
blessings and benevolence and munificence is a sure-shot formula for happiness and 
joy in his life; it’s a magical wand, a charm that would help him tide over all his 
secret worries, his concealed fears and his hidden consternations in life. It would give 
him strength, courage and support to face all adversities in life; it will make life so 
much the easier for him to live; it would help him to confidently face the vagaries and 
uncertainties life; it will give him stability and a rock-like foundation to stand upon; it 
will make him feel that he is not alone in this world, but has a powerful, albeit an 
invisible, hand to support and protect him. 

And last but not the least is this resounding message: “that at the end of every 
dark night there is the dawn of a day”; “that no matter how doomed the present is, the 
tomorrow is going to be bright and cheerful for those who have faith in the Lord 
God”. The Lord God will take upon himself the suffering of his devotee, he himself 
would sacrifice his own happiness but ensure that his devotee his happy. In the 
episode concerning Laxman and Hanuman fainting, we observe that Lord Ram has 
suffered and lamented gravely; perhaps worse was in store for both Laxman and 
Hanuman if one were to leave the Creator, whom Bharat calls stone-hearted and 
harsh, to have his own way, but their destined suffering was suffered by Lord Ram 
instead, thereby reducing its gravity and intensity, and the malevolent Creator could 
not harm them as he would have otherwise liked it to happen—because he is “harsh 
and emotionless and stone-hearted”. 

It was both Bharat’s and Hanuman’s unwavering faith in Lord Ram’s holy 
name and devotion to him that saved the day for everyone, for first Bharat’s faith 
saved Hanuman as we have read in the present verse, and this subsequently paved the 
way for Laxman’s revival because a little while later Hanuman arrived at Lanka 
within the designated time for the administration of the herb brought by him that 
saved Laxman’s life, as we shall soon read in Doha no. 61 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 1-3 that follow it herein below. 


"Now, let us close our eyes for some moments and apply a basic knowledge of science 
to examine closely the event of Hanuman being hit by Bharat’s arrow and the physical 
forces that came into play: what might have happened during the crucial moments 
when the arrow struck him, and what might have been the cause of his quick revival 
in such a fit state of mind and body as if nothing had happened. 

Hanuman was constantly chanting, constantly humming Lord Ram’s holy 
name as he cruised through the sky. This chanting and humming produced vibrations 
that radiated out from his body in the form of sound waves that covered his whole 
body as a blanket. It was virtually like a moving dynamo which produced electro- 
magnetic energy that moved along with its source, i.e. Hanuman as he cruised through 
the firmament. Added to it was his speed, which created kinetic energy. And then 
there was heat energy and static electric energy produced by friction with the air as he 
and his mountain moved with great speed across the atmosphere, rubbing its layers of 
air and gases. 

All these physical forces interacted with each other in a complex way, and the 
pocket of hot air that was created around Hanuman as he zoomed through the sky, 
helped to trap these energies tightly around so that when he moved ahead he dragged 
these energies along with him. 


4163 


To wit, Hanuman was surrounded by a shield of stupendous energy created by 
many physical forces acting simultaneously and trapped around his body in the air 
pocket thus created, and this shield moved along with him as a shimmering glow of 
incandescent light. Therefore, from a distance, from the perspective of an observer on 
the ground, he appeared like a fast moving comet, or meteor streaking across the night 
sky. 

It has been established that even earth produces a humming sound heard from 
space, and it is caused by a combined effect of the earth’s magnetic field and its 
rotation on its axis. The earth also has charged particles in its outer atmosphere that 
help to protect it from many harmful radiations hitting it from outer space. So it was 
something similar with Hanuman. 

Bharat’s arrow was fully charged with energy too; it was meant to strike and 
bring down the object it hit. In today’s modern world we are aware of heat-seeking 
cruise missiles, and we also know that in the darkness of the night their path appears 
to be like a fire-ball moving rapidly in a particular direction. So was the case with 
Bharat’s arrow too. 

It rapidly closed in on Hanuman and rammed into him. What would one 
expect? There was an exceptionally bright flash of light as the two phenomenal 
energy sources, moving in opposite directions, clashed with each other. It was like 
two high-tension overhead electric cables touching each other over farmland due to 
some cause: there would be a sudden burst of dazzling light, for a fleeting moment, 
and then everything would be dark again as the electric circuit snaps. 

This above scenario would give us an idea what might have actually occurred 
during those crucial moments when Bharat’s arrow hit Hanuman: There was a mighty 
flash of lightening; the energy crippled the arrow and reduced it to a mangled and 
twisted piece of metal that either vaporized in air due to the heat generated by the 
impact, or it fell to the ground in bits and pieces like debris of an exploded object 
falling on earth from the sky. It is also possible that Bharat had visualized this 
scenario beforehand, and since his objective was to investigate this mysterious object 
flying over the night sky of Ayodhya rather than blow it out, the arrow he shot was a 
special one which could withstand the impact and its consequences in that it would 
not disintegrate, but instead cling to the object it hit and bring it down. So this arrow 
clung to Hanuman and pulled him down in such a way that he glided softly to the 
ground. 

How come this was made possible? Yes, it was made possible because of the 
upward thrust that the arrow provided from below to the weighty body of Hanuman as 
it plummeted down towards the earth, much like choppers or reusable rockets used for 
space missions of the modern world use the upward thrust of their in-built rocket- 
engines to make a soft landing after finishing their mission. These modern machines 
don’t dash to the ground as this would break them to pieces; they make a soft and 
delicate landing. 

But at the moment when the arrow struck Hanuman, the protective shield of 
energy trapped around his body was short-circuited; the arrow punched a hole through 
them and ruptured the air pocket that trapped these energies. As a result, the energies 
began hissing out of this fissure; they began to dissipate and depressurize the 
protective shield. The violent impact of the arrow deflected Hanuman from his chosen 
flight path and pushed him in the direction the arrow pointed. This change of course 
was aided by the thrust exerted by the escaping spout of energies through the hole 
punched by the arrow; the thrust thus created by them was in the direction opposite to 
the point where the arrow struck. The combined effect was that Hanuman went on an 
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uncontrolled spin, spiraling down towards earth in a sort of vortex with its base 
resting somewhere close to the ground. 

Though the shock of the arrow’s strike dazed Hanuman, yet he continued to 
chant Lord Ram’s name—apropos: Chaupai line no. | that follows Doha no. 58 herein 
above. And this saved him from a worse fate. 

When Bharat realized he had committed some grave mistake (apropos: 
Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that follow Doha no. 58), he immediately used his skills to 
‘repair the damage caused by his arrow to the protective shield around Hanuman’ 
much like a modern-day mechanic would repair the unintended damage caused to a 
flying drone, or some other thing that is very important and has to be urgently 
retrieved, in order to make it functional once again. So Bharat plugged the hole and 
sealed it once again. How did he do it? He invoked the holy name of Lord Ram 
because he knew of its majestic mystical powers to heal and repair, as well as all the 
benefits that accrued to him by his meritorious deeds, and his other spiritual and 
religious practices. He focused them all at one point like a welder focuses his 
welding-torch to weld broken joints. 

Once the hole was sealed, once the repair was done, the energy that was being 
continuously generated by Hanuman by his incessant chanting of Lord Ram’s holy 
name, but was leaking out till that moment, began accumulating once again within the 
‘healed’ or ‘repaired’ shield surrounding him, and sooner rather than later, he came to 
himself; he was revived back to life. 

And when he did come to, when he did regain consciousness, it was as if 
nothing had happened. It was like the case of a creature living in hibernation mode for 
some time when all his physical activities cease and his metabolism stops for the 
period, but when he wakes up he is up and going with the same energy and 
enthusiasm as when he had first entered into hibernation mode. This is also the way 
Yogis (those ascetics who practice meditation) manage to live for long periods in a 
suspended mode when all the physical activities of the body are put on hold. 

So in this way Hanuman also lived in a suspended animation mode for the 
period between the moment the arrow first struck him and when he was revived. 
Remember: Hanuman was an incarnation of Lord Shiva’s eleventh form known as 
Rudra, and Shiva is the patron deity of all Yogis; there is no one more proficient in 
practicing Yoga than Lord Shiva. So it was quite natural for Hanuman to do 
something to which he was accustomed, and survive the ordeal. 

The bubbling energy and great enthusiasm for doing Lord Ram’s work, which 
was so characteristic of Hanuman, was there in its prime form once again as it was 
prior to the time when he was hit by the arrow. Rather, it was made more vigorous 
and forceful as he discovered that it was this one factor—that he was on the Lord’s 
mission and that he was continuously chanting his holy name—that had saved his life 
that day. It renewed his commitment; it renewed his devotion and faith, making them 
more robust; it invigorated him; and it made him raring to go instantly with a burning 
zeal and confidence in Lord Ram. ] 
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linha kapihi ura lā'i pulakita tanu locana sajala. 
priti na hrdayam sama'i sumiri rama raghukula tilaka. 59. 


As soon as the Kapi (Hanuman) regained consciousness, Bharat eagerly embraced 
him most affectionately’; his body was thrilled and his eyes welled up with tears (of 
happiness and for thanksgiving). 

Emotions of affection and love for Lord Ram swelled so much in Bharat’s 
inner-self when he remembered the Lord that he could not contain them in his heart 
(as a result of which they overflowed to cause excess of thrill in his body, as well as 
to make tears ooze out of their glands and fill his eyes). (Doha no. 59) 


[Note—'Really indeed, Hanuman comes out as being the single most fortunate, 
privileged and lucky character in the whole Story of the Ramayan in as much as he 
was blessed with the honour of receiving an embrace from Lord Ram more than 
once*, and as if still something was wanting, he is now being embraced by the Lord’s 
“image” and his own devotee-brother Bharat himself to complete the picture of his 
exceptional good luck and unique blessedness. {*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) 
Sundar Kand, (ii) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 30; (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 33; and (b) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 62. 

And, how does it feel to embrace a great devotee of Lord Ram? The answer is 
here—one feels thrilled, and tears well up in eyes. Since Hanuman is a great and 
blessed devotee of Lord Ram, what embracing such a devotee feels like is being 
experienced by Bharat here, and was experienced by both Vibhishan and Hanuman 
earlier when they met while Hanuman was in Lanka during the latter’s expedition to 
search Sita (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 6). In this latter 
instance we find that ‘both’ felt exhilarated because ‘both’ were ardent devotees of 
Lord Ram. ] 
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caupa’. 


tata kusala kahu sukhanidhana ki. sahita anuja aru matu janaki. 1. 
kapi saba carita samasa bakhané. bha'é dukhi mana mahum pachitané. 2. 


After the exchange of initial greetings and introductions, Bharat asked Hanuman 
about the welfare of Lord Ram: ‘My dear (tata)! Tell me about the well-being of 
Lord Ram, who is an embodiment of joy and happiness, along with the good news of 
the younger brother (Laxman; “anuja”)’ and mother Sita (Janki; “matu janaki”)’.’ 


(1) 


The Kapi (Hanuman) briefed Bharat about everything, and this tiding filled the latter 
with extreme sorrow, sadness and gloom; he felt very despondent and lamented 
gravely’. (2) 
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[Note—'While enquiring about Laxman Bharat simply uses the word “anuja”, 
meaning ‘younger brother’. It therefore assumes a dual meaning; it refers to Laxman 
as Lord Ram’s younger brother, as well as Bharat’s younger brother. 


*Laxman’s mother Sumitra had also advised him to treat Sita as his ‘mother’ and Lord 
Ram as his ‘father’ at the time of granting her permission to him to accompany them 
to the forest—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 75. 

Hanuman too calls Sita his mother repeatedly and in quick succession during 
their first interaction in the Ashok grove of Lanka—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, (i) Doha no. 14 along with Chaupai line nos. 9-10 that precede it; (1i) 
Doha no. 16 along with Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede it; and (iii) Chaupai line 
nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 17. 

Did Sita acknowledge that Hanuman was her ‘son’? Surely she did so— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
16; and Chaupai line nos. 2, 9 that precede Doha no. 17. 


*Bharat sorely regretted and intensely lamented that he could not help his beloved 
brother Lord Ram in his time of need; that it was he who had been the cause of the 
Lord having had to face such hardship and trouble in the forest. The bad news of 
Sita’s abduction and its attendent sufferings for Lord Ram, the bad tidings of 
Laxman’s fainting and the horrors of the war that was underway in Lanka—all cast a 
pall of deep gloom on Bharat’s mind. He became pale and forlorn; he was dismayed 
and distressed beyond description. But what could he do; he had no choices left at that 
time but to pray and hope for the best. 

A very pertinent question that comes to the mind is this: Why did Bharat not 
decide to send his well-trained and equipped army of the kingdom of Ayodhya to 
Lanka to help Lord Ram? Well, the answer is simple and easy to guess: no time was 
left for it to be actually implemented in practice. 

The reason is this: Lanka was very far away, and the army would take a lot of 
time to reach it by first marching across the huge distance from Ayodhya to the shore 
of the southern ocean, and then crossing it to land on the shores of Lanka. This was 
impossible to achieve in a short frame of time because the war was already raging. 

So, Bharat drew a deep breath in utter frustration and regret even as he 
lamented and grieved most woefully. But he recovered himself quickly, for it was a 
waste of time allowing emotions to take control over wisdom and prudence. Hence, 
Bharat decided to give some practical help instead, and in the present circumstances it 
was that all haste must be made to ensure Hanuman reaches Lanka in time with the 
mountain to save Laxman. Bharat also knew that if Laxman is saved, no harm would 
come to his beloved brother Lord Ram, for he knew well the abilities of Laxman. 

Therefore, he devised a method to send Hanuman extremely fast, and it was to 
ask the latter to sit on his arrow which will move so fast through the sky that it would 
make up for the time that has been lost till now, enabling Hanuman to land in Lanka 
well in time. 

All these things are narrated in the verses that follow herein below. ] 
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ahaha daiva maim kata jaga jaya'um. prabhu kē ékahu kāja na aya'um. 3. 
jāni ku'avasaru mana dhari dhira. puni kapi sana bole balabira. 4. 

tata gaharu ho'ihi tohi jata. kāju nasa'ihi hota prabhata. 5. 

carhu mama sayaka saila saméta. pathavaurh tohi jahan krpanikéta. 6. 


Bharat lamented sorely, cursing himself that he could not be of any help or service to 
Lord Ram. He said with a sad and distressed voice with genuine grief and 
despondency in his expressions, “Alas oh God; why was I born in this world as a 
cursed one who could not even be of a single service to the Lord, nor could extend 
any kind of help to him?” (3) 


Bharat paused for a while as he pondered over the situation and its gravity, and 
realising that the time was not favourable for yielding to negative thoughts and 
emotions as they would be of no help, the brave and courageous Bharat gathered his 
wits together and said to Hanuman after a while, (4) --- 


‘My dear, you may be late in your journey back, and everything would be ruined if 
the night ends and dawn appears’. (5) 


[Therefore, not much time is to be wasted, and all haste is to be made. 

Hence, I suggest that you mount my arrow with your mountain, and I shall 
shoot it to send you back speedily to where Lord Ram, who is a treasury of mercy and 
grace, is present. [Well, I will send you virtually with the speed of sound as the arrow 
thunders across the sky towards Lanka. You can rest assured of that.]°’ (6) 


[Note—'Bharat has lamented very gravely in a similar fashion when he came back to 
Ayodhya from his maternal uncle’s home to learn about Lord Ram’s exile to forest. 
He had cursed his birth then too for being the cause of Lord Ram’s exile. {Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Doha no. 160; (ii) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 161; (iii) Doha no. 162; (iv) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
167—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 168; (v) Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 178; (vi) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 179; and etc. } 


*This shows that either Bharat was briefed by Hanuman of the urgency of reaching 
Lanka before dawn to make the herb effective, or this technical detail was already 
known to Bharat. 

Bharat thought to himself: “Hanuman must be exhausted by the journey and 
the hit by the arrow. He may be feeling sore in his muscles, and there is no time for 
rest. It would be very hard for him to travel a long distance with a sore body which 
has to carry this heavy mountain under the prevailing situation. Even if wishes to 
travel on his own strength, it will be slow progress as he would be bogged down by 
the weight of this great mountain. Besides this, he has already lost some crucial 
moments during this sad episode, and any further delay would jeopardise Laxman’s 
chances of survival. So I must help him. If I send him riding my arrow then it would 
be very helpful, as, one, he would have time to relax, two, he would arrive in time, 
and three, when Lord Ram sees the arrow and enquires him about it, the Lord will 
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know that I had sent him astride this arrow, and this bit of information would tell the 
Lord though I was so unfortunate that I could not extend any help to him but at least I 
could offer this small service as a token of my unflinching love and constant 
remembrance of him. I'll be glad if the Lord comes to know how much I miss him.” 

To wit, Bharat devised this device of offering to send Hanuman astride his 
arrow to help him overcome his guilty conscious that “he was of no help or service to 
Lord Ram”—apropos: verse no. 3 herein above. 

So Bharat said to Hanuman: ‘If you are not able to reach before dawn then it 
would not be possible to revive Laxman as the herb would lose its effectiveness. 
Already so much time has been wasted while you were unconscious. I understand that 
you must be fatigued and must be having some muscular soreness due to your falling 
down to the ground as well as the stress incurred by carrying the heavy mountain in 
your hand. This mountain would act as a drag on you, slowing you down considerably 
and sapping your energy further. The result would be that you might be late in 
arriving in time. So I suggest you rid piggy-back on my arrow which I shall shoot in 
the direction of Lanka. This will make your journey comfortable and easy, and when 
you land there you will be in the proper frame of mind and body to enter the battle 
refreshed the next day.’ ] 
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suni kapi mana upaja abhimana. morém bhara calihi kimi bana. 7. 
rama prabhava bicari bahori. bandi carana kaha kapi kara jor. 8. 


When Bharat made this offer (that he would like to send Hanuman back to Lanka 
astride his arrow if he would ride it with the mountain in his hand), Hanuman 
wondered how an arrow would be able to move speedily while carrying the weight of 
his body (along with that of the mountain). (7) 


But he soon recovered his senses and concluded that it would be made possible by the 
virtue of Lord Ram’s glory and grace, so he should not doubt it nor wonder at it. 
Then he bowed at the feet of Bharat and said humbly: --- (8) 


[Note—' Another reason why Hanuman overcame his doubt that Bharat would be able 
to actually shoot an arrow that would be strong and powerful enough to carry the 
combined weight of his own body and that of the mountain all the way to Lanka is 
that just a while ago he had witnessed the stupendous abilities and astounding powers 
of Bharat when an arrow shot by him brought Hanuman down. Not only that, Bharat 
had quickly revived him back to his former energetic self in such a miraculous way 
that he did not feel the after-effects of the deadly blow of the arrow or of the fall to 
the ground. ] 
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TH Ue Sa Gea OPT OP WHAT ll Go (A) Il 
doha. 


tava pratapa ura rakhi prabhu jaiha'unř natha turanta. 

asa kahi ayasu pa'i pada bandi calé'u hanumanta. 60 (a). 
bharata bahu bala sila guna prabhu pada priti apara. 

mana mahumi jata sarahata puni puni pavanakumara. 60 (b). 


[Hanuman replied to Bharat—] ‘Oh Lord! I shall enshrine your majesty’s glory in my 
heart, and proceed speedily (to reach Lord Ram)’, 

[To wit, you need not worry; I am hale and hearty. Please don’t feel afraid 
about my safety. No one could have stopped me except you, as you are an image of 
Lord Ram himself. By bowing to you I am symbolically bowing to my beloved Lord 
Ram. So have no fears; I will reach there in time. |’ 

Saying this and obtaining Bharat’s permission, Hanuman bowed his head at 
his feet and started on his journey once again, with great firmness of purpose, strength 
of resolution, and vigour of action. (Doha no. 60-a) 


The son of the wind god (Hanuman) was so exceptionally impressed by Bharat and 
his exemplary character that on his way back to Lord Ram, he kept on thinking of 
Bharat most reverentially all along the way, about the strength and might of his arms, 
about his polite, friendly and courteous nature, about his virtues and glories, and about 
the depth and intensity of his love for Lord Ram. 

Hanuman repeatedly praised Bharat for these stellar virtues. (Doha no. 60-b) 


[Note—'One practical reason why Hanuman chose to go alone without the aid of 
riding Bharat’s arrow, and probably it is also the reason why Bharat granted him 
permission though it would mean a bit difficult journey for Hanuman, is this: 

When Lord Ram, who would be eagerly waiting for Hanuman’s return, and in 
all probability would be watching the sky for signs of him, finds that he was riding an 
arrow, the Lord would be alarmed. He would think that some enemy had captured 
Hanuman and tied him to the arrow to force him to take this missile to where the Lord 
and his army were, and then explode the weapon in an attempt to wipe them out. 

Or the Lord would think that Hanuman was gravely wounded and devised this 
contraption to come there, and this would cause immense pain to the heart of the Lord 
as he would lament that Hanuman had to suffer injury for him. 

The Lord’s confidence in Hanuman’s valour and ability would be shaken, and 
also out of pity for his sufferings and weakness, or exhaustion caused by the arduous 
task of bringing the heavy mountain from afar, the Lord would henceforth feel 
reluctant to employ Hanuman in any combat, preferring to give him some rest. As a 
result, Hanuman’s skills during the war would not be fully used. That would be 
disastrous for everyone, as a powerful warrior would be inadvertently side-lined or 
neglected, and his martial skills would be not fully exploited. 

Even if none of the above possibilities actually happened, still there was a 
certain chance that Lord Ram may at least enquire about the arrow, and then when 
Hanuman tells him about Bharat, the Lord would be plunged in a new bout of grief 
and sorrows as he remembers his dear and loving brother. 

The situation on the ground at Lanka was very delicate and serious; no newer 
emotions ought to be aroused in the bosom of Lord Ram that would negatively impact 
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his mind and disturb him, even in the least. The episode of Laxman’s fainting must 
have already sapped Lord Ram’s energy and hurt his emotions enough, so nothing 
should be done again to worsen things further by making him plunge in a new vortex 
of sorrow generated by the memory of Bharat. 

The wisest thing then would be not to remind Lord Ram of Bharat or his 
native Ayodhya while the ferocious war rages, so that he can concentrate all his 
energies on the battle-front and the war that he has to fight with zeal; it had to be 
ensured that he remains un-encumbered by negative emotions of remembering his far- 
away land, his family members, his loving brothers Bharat and Shatrughan etc. as 
they are bound to disturb his mind, making him feel sad and overcome with regret and 
grief, as they would be counter-productive at this juncture. | 
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caupa’. 


uham rama lachimanahi nihārī. bolé bacana manuja anusari. 1. 
ardha rāti ga'i kapi nahim aya'u. rama utha'i anuja ura laya'u. 2. 


* In the meantime, there (in Lanka) Lord Ram watched Laxman gloomily (as he lay 
unconscious and critically wounded before him), with great sadness and despondency 
reflecting in his countenance. The Lord, behaving like an ordinary human being’, 
lamented gravely for him, and in his sorrows he said the following remorseful words - 


= (1) 


‘It is past midnight, and the Kapi (Hanuman) has not come back (with the herb which 
could revive Laxman).’ 

Saying these woeful words expressing extreme sadness and grief, the Lord 
lifted Laxman and clasped his body to his own bosom‘. (2) 


* {Let us—the narrator of this fantastic and wondrous Story, as well as its listener, the 
author and his reader—imagine that we are travelling in some sort of a Time Machine 
that makes us travel through time and space, back in an age long past, extremely 
rapidly, almost in the time taken to blink an eye. This Machine has some special and 
distinguishing qualities—it transports us over long distances of space in a very short 
span of time of a few hours; it accelerates and decelerates very speedily; it can move 
forward and backward at stupendous speed and also stand still in the air to monitor 
developments on the ground below; and it can take the travellers to their destinations 
at their own pace and convenience. 

What proof do we have for the above observations concerning the Time 
Machine, and that we are travelling in it? Well, there are very obvious and ample 
proofs if we just pause a while to look at things more closely. 

First let us see about the ability of this Time Machine to traverse great 
distances in a short time. A short while ago we find ourselves in Lanka, witnessing 
that moment in the night when the wounded Laxman was lying unconscious before 
Lord Ram, and the medicine man named Sushen, who was brought from inside the 
city, prescribed the herb which could revive Laxman, but it was located far-away in 
the northern mountains. Hanuman was ordered to bring it. Now, it was a huge 
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distance that had to be covered in a small time slot; this mountain was located 
thousands of miles away from the land of Lanka, far away in the north of the 
mainland. First going to that place and then coming back from there doubled the 
distance needed to be covered, and everything had to be done within a few hours of 
darkness, between the hours of the early night after sunset and the hours late in the 
night that preceded dawn of the next day when the sky was still dark and the sun was 
yet far away below the horizon. 

So, we have first become a witness of the events on the battle-field of Lanka 
and watch Laxman being injured, and then Hanuman being commissioned to bring the 
herb from the northern mountains. Then we leave Lanka at this point of time to travel 
alongside Hanuman all along to the northern mountain, deep inside the range of lofty 
mountains to somewhere near its northern fringes, somewhere near Mt. Kailash, 
where the mountain with the needed herb was located. And let us remember that in 
the meantime we have witnessed the incident of the demon Kalnemi trying to trap and 
kill Hanuman. Some time is lost in Kalnemi’s fictitious hermitage, and some more 
time is wasted in searching for the herb in vain. Finally, realising that the time was 
fast running out, Hanuman plucks the mighty mountain from the ground and starts his 
long journey back to Lanka. 

We accompany him as he takes a detour and flies over the city of Ayodhya 
where we see him being shot by Bharat’s arrow, and we record what transpired there 
and how he was revived back to life by Bharat’s intercession, we witness Hanuman’s 
interaction with Bharat, and then we resume our journey back to Lanka by the side of 
Hanuman who was cruising through the night sky in great haste like a streaking star. 

Since we are accompanying Hanuman and observing the developments as 
scribes and witnesses, it will now be easy for us to understand why this present verse 
starts with the following phrase: “In the meantime, there (in Lanka) Lord Ram 
watched Laxman gloomily, with great sadness reflecting in his countenance ---”. It is 
because we will now be describing what is happening at a place that is far away in 
Lanka while we are still in the midst of the journey with Hanuman who is sailing 
through the firmament of the night. Remember: Hanuman is still on his way and we 
are with him, and not with Lord Ram and Laxman at Lanka. So we have to use words 
and phrases that convey the idea that we are then, at that moment, talking about 
something happening far away, at some distant place. 

This indicates that this Time Machine of ours is equipped with some wondrous 
instruments that keep us updated with news from the battle-field: These equipments 
now tell us about how Lord Ram is grieving for Laxman while Hanuman is fast 
approaching him with the herb still rooted in the mountain, and a while ago they made 
us aware of Ravana approaching Kalnemi and forcing him to become a false hermit in 
an attempt to get rid of Hanuman. 

An important clarification is needed here regarding the way we travel to 
record the events, and the way Hanuman travels to bring the herb. We are travelling in 
our Time Machine, while Hanuman is travelling independently on his own power; to 
wit, Hanuman and we, the scribes and witnesses, are travelling independently. This is 
why Hanuman could not be warned of the impending danger from Kalnemi because 
he was travelling separately from us! 

Then we come to the next point about this Time Machine, that it has the ability 
to stand still in the air like a hover-craft or a drone to record the events on the land 
below from a safe distance up in the sky in such a way that its presence remains 
secret. From its perch high up in the sky, this Time Machine can record sound and 
videos of what’s being said and done down on the ground below, made possible with 
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the help of special devices having sensitive sensors. Don’t we have geo-stationary 
satellite today that aren’t seen by us but which can map even small areas with great 
clarity, and eavesdrop on private conversation by means of special microphones 
equipped with secret sensors. These spying activities are standard practice employed 
world-wide in espionage. 

Therefore we conclude that this Time Machine had some remote sensing and 
recording device that did the trick for the scribe, the narrator or the author of this 
wonderful Story, and the witnesses, the listeners and the readers, who were aboard it. 

Hence, when we narrate about the incidents concerning Kalnemi and Bharat, 
as well as the uprooting of the mountain by Hanuman, we can say with positive 
authority that they are trust-worthy accounts as to what had actually happened then, 
and not something cooked-up as an imaginary cock-and-bull story, for they are a first- 
hand account that was recorded for posterity by the scribe in such a way that none of 
the parties concerned with the Story, either the hero Hanuman or Kalnemi and Bharat, 
could get the wind of the proceedings being recorded. 

The next point about this miraculous Time Machine is this: “it can take the 
travellers to their destinations at their own pace”. Well, it is easy to understand what 
is meant here. The ‘traveller’ is the reader of this fascinating Story. The incidents that 
are covered by the ‘scribe’, who happens to be the narrator or the author of this Story, 
are recorded in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 54—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 62. It is the 
period between Meghanad hitting Laxman with his powerful spear when the latter fell 
down on the ground unconscious, and the time when Laxman was revived back to life 
and Sushen, the doctor, was safely put back in Lanka by Hanuman. 

Now, different readers would read these verses at different speeds, at their 
own paces. Some will finish reading them in one sitting, and the time taken in this 
read also depends upon an individual’s reading speed; some others would read them 
in pieces in a day or two; and still there are some others who would spread this 
reading over many days or weeks. So therefore, the same set of incidents are virtually 
being made known to different individuals at different speeds, which symbolically 
means that these individuals are travelling in the Time Machine at different speeds! 

In our modern world we are used to hearing about “Artificial Intelligence’ and 
‘Virtual Reality’, so why wonder about the existence of this fantastic “Time Machine’ 
during an age when air-planes could travel without the help of a physical pilot, 
directed by the mere wish of the chief passenger aboard, as is evident in the case of 
the self-driven air-plane known as the ‘Pushpak Viman’ that was used by Lord Ram 
and his entire entourage to return to Ayodhya directly from Lanka after the Lord’s 
victory. The scribes of yore used some variation of such Time Machines, in existence 
at the time of the period of their writing, to record for posterity great wars and 
singularly important epoch-changing developments in a truthful manner, in the actual 
way they happened, without any kind of tampering with facts, or manipulating details 
to suit their own whims and fancies. 

Thus, the account of the great Story of the Ramayan that has come down to us 
from Tulsidas in the form of ‘Ram Charit Manas’, or from Veda Vyas as ‘Adhyatma 
Ramayan, is true and correct. As for some variations in their details, it is because the 
cycle of creation—right from its origin, through its development and ending with its 
conclusion—runs in an endless rotation like a gigantic wheel set in slow motion by its 
cosmic creator known by the name of Brahm, the Supreme Being. As the Wheel turns 
and completes one cycle, to go on to its next cycle of rotation, it is quite possible that 
at a particular point of its rotation, at a specific point of time when it reaches a 
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specific point in its rotation, the incident that occurred in its second rotation may vary 
in its details of happening and take some different shade of colour than what it looked 
like during the previous cycle. This results in variations in some finer details, some 
minor aspects, within the general framework of the Story of the Ramayan; but these 
slight differences do not affect the general structure and the outline of the Story. This 
fact has been recorded by Tulsidas himself in ‘Ram Charit Manas’—refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Doha no. 33 along with Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that 
precede it; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 114; (iii) Chaupai line nos. 
2-3 that precede Doha no. 122; and (iv) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
124. 

Another reason for variation in finer details of the Story is that each bard or 
poet who decided to record it did it according to how he understood and saw it, so that 
one aspect was highlighted by one scribe, and another aspect by another scribe, giving 
rise to different versions of the same Story. This fact is explicitly said in Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Doha no. 33 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it; 
and (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 124. 

Coming back to our narrative, till this point of time we have read (from 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 54—to Doha no. 55) that Laxman was 
lying unconscious on the ground after being hit by a powerful spear used by 
Meghanad against him, and Hanuman was ordered to go to the northern mountains to 
bring a herb that could neutralise the deadly effect of Meghanad’s weapon and revive 
Laxman. Then we have read how Hanuman was shot by Bharat on the suspicion that 
he was some unknown intruder who may pose a danger to Ayodhya, and how 
Hanuman recovered and resumed his journey to Lanka with the mountain and the 
herb—apropos: Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 56—to Doha no. 60 herein 
above. 

Hence, from this present verse no. 1 we resume our narrative from where we 
had left it last, at Lord Ram’s camp near the battle-field of Lanka where Laxman is 
lying unconscious before him. 

To wit, what a wondrous and fantastic Time Machine is this indeed! } 


[Note—'Why did Lord Ram behave “like an ordinary human being”? Lord Shiva, the 
primary narrator of this Story, explains this himself in Chaupai line no. 18 that 
precedes Sortha/Doha no. 61 herein below. 

Lord Shiva says that “though Lord Ram is always steady and unchanging, yet 
he showed how a human being would ordinarily respond for someone who is totally 
devoted to him when that faithful follower is somehow harmed.” 

Well, Lord Ram had to wail and lament like an ordinary man so as to conform 
to and fulfil a boon given by Brahma, the Creator, to Ravana that he would die at the 
hands of a human being. This is the primary reason why Lord Ram, who otherwise 
could do everything in this world by his mere wish as he was in incarnation of the 
Supreme Being, acted and behaved like an ordinary man. The Lord is an expert in 
everything in this creation, so he was also an expert actor. As such, he acted his role 
of a human being to such perfection and finesse that inspite of the many miraculous 
things happening, no one could doubt that he was not. 

Hence, here also the Lord took special care not to do anything that would 
reveal his true identity; so he lamented and grieved for his wounded brother like any 
other man would ordinarily do. 


4174 


*So, what was so alarming that made Lord Ram become so worried and desperate 
with despair when Hanuman could not come back by midnight? 

The answer is this: The herb would lose its ability to revive an injured person 
if it was not administered in the night itself, much before dawn. Besides this, Lord 
Ram’s anxiety increased by each passing moment as he thought, in his worries and 
nervousness, that he could perceive that life was slowly ebbing out of Laxman. So he 
was worried that if the herb was used late there were chances that its effectiveness 
would be lost, as by that time Laxman’s life would be irretrievably lost. 

When one is overcome with grief, small frames of time appear to look like 
ages. Each passing hour seemed to be one lost era of life to Lord Ram; he was on an 
edge, and uncertainties added to his nervousness which made the matters worse for 
him. ] 


aang 7 chad ef ails His | ae Wal da Yat Yas N 3 I 
we feat ort asg fag are I aeg Aaa fea anaa aTa  & 
Gl BRM Hel Ae US Sag a Blt a ae faeHews N & N 


sakahu na dukhita dékhi mohi ka'u. bandhu sada tava mrdula subha'u. 3. 
mama hita lagi tajehu pitu mata. sahehu bipina hima atapa bata. 4. 
sO anuraga kaham aba bhā'. uthahu na suni mama baca bikalā'ī. 5. 


Lord Ram wailed sorrowfully, ‘My dear brother. You had never tolerated if you had 
seen me sad in any manner’. It has been your nature always to be kind, soft, amiable 
and gracious. (3) 


It is for my sake that you abandoned your parents’, and then suffered gravely, but 
graciously endured, for my sake, all the sufferings, pains and inconveniences that you 
had to encounter in the forest, such as extremes of cold and heat, of hailstorms and hot 
scorching winds (because of your decision to accompany me)’. (4) 


My Brother! Where is that affection for me now; how and why do you now tolerate 
my intense grief and sadness without responding? Say, why don’t you rise even after 
hearing my earnest pleas and words soaked in abject grief and despair; why don’t you 
respond when you see me so agitated and full of anxiety?‘ (5) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha 
no. 198 where this fact is clearly hinted. Now Lord Ram has acknowledged it 
expressly himself. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 227—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 233 where 
Laxman became very agitated on seeing worry on the face of Lord Ram at the time 
when news arrived that Bharat was headed towards their hermitage with a large 
retinue that also included a huge detachment of the kingdom’s army. 

Earlier, at the time of the Bow-Breaking ceremony at Janakpur, when sage 
Parashuram came angrily to the venue and threatened Lord Ram to punish him for 
breaking Lord Shiva’s bow, Laxman had interceded on behalf of the Lord and had 
fearlessly as well as sternly rebuked the sage, even going to the extent of teasing him 
repeatedly that amounted to insult. This verbal spat between Laxman and Parashuram 


4175 


is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 271—to Doha no. 278. {The whole episode, however, is narrated in detail in 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 268— 
to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 285.} 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
70—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 76 where we read about Laxman’s 
resolve to accompany Lord Ram to the forest. 


`The horrors and sufferings of the forest are outlined in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 62—to Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 63. 


“Lord Ram wailed for Laxman: “Tell me, why are you lying unmoving; why have you 
suddenly developed a sternness of heart and indifference of countenance that you 
seem not to be moved by my plight, whereas you had always acted to the contrary in 
the past, and whenever you saw me worried or upset, you were up in arms to protect 
me. Had you not done that when news arrived that Bharat was coming to our 
hermitage at Chitrakoot with an entourage that consisted all the main members of the 
royal court of Ayodhya as well as large detachment of the army? You had seen me 
worried then, and you had thought that I was worried that Bharat was coming to fight 
with me and get rid of me so that he could permanently usurp the throne of the 
kingdom, whereas that was not the case as Bharat was actually coming to take me 
back home. Had I not told you this that time that there was no fear from Bharat. 
Nevertheless, you had picked up arms and got ready to face Bharat and kill him if I 
was harmed; does it not prove that you could not imagine any harm or pain coming to 
me from any quarter, even if it meant killing our brother and all the rest who were 
accompanying him? It was only after my assuring you that there was no fear of any 
danger that you had relented and calmed down. {This episode is narrated in Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 227— 
to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 233.} 

You had kept awake to keep guard while I slept—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 90. 

You had been serving me most diligently and faithfully in the forest. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 139; (ii) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 142.} 

Whenever you found that I am in a sad and despondent mood, you too 
reflected my emotions by being overcome with equal sadness and despondency. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precedes 
Doha no. 141.} 

At the time when Sita was stolen and I had all but lost the will to live, it was 
you who had supported me at that critical moment of my life; it was you who had 
helped me tide over my mental state of abject dejection and utter hopelessness by 
encouraging me to make efforts to search for her. Had it not been for you, I would 
have fallen then and there; it was this advice of yours that motivated me to look ahead 
with hope of finding her. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
5-8, 16 that precede Doha no. 30.} 

Well then, where is now that unflinching devotion and sturdy commitment of 
yours; why do you not get up and assure me that you are alright and you will no allow 
any harm to come to me. Listen dear: If you do not rise, if you are revived, then I too 
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will die with you, because I can’t live without you. {Refer: Chaupai line nos. 9-10 
herein below. }”] 


Wit SAS ot Sey RAAR | fre araa AS AE AR N S M 
ya faa aR vest RaT Vers iè AT aS ANT I 9 U1 
ae Raar Rà arg area | frets a TT RST MTA US N 


jaurh janaté'um bana bandhu bichōhū. pita bacana manatē'unř nahirh ōhū. 6. 
suta bita nari bhavana parivara. hohim jahim jaga barahim bara. 7. 
asa bicari jiyam jagahu tata. mila'i na jagata sahodara bhrata. 8. 


Had I been aware that I would have to suffer separation from my dear brother in the 
forest, then surely I would not have obeyed the words of my father’. (6) 


In this world, one can have more than one chance to have a son, money, wife, home 
and a family [7], --- 

--- But one cannot have another chance to be fortunate enough to have a 
dearest-of-dear brother, someone for whom no one and no thing ever matters more in 
this world than the former to whom the latter is totally devoted, and whom the latter 
adores like no one else would ever do’. Think over this thing and wake up (you’re 
your slumber, because I am feeling very distressed and extremely distraught by seeing 
you lying in this condition) [8]. (7-8) 


[Note—'Lord Ram had to keep his father Dasrath’s words that the latter gave to 
Kaikeyi, the step-mother of the Lord, according to which she had demanded that Lord 
Ram be sent to forest for fourteen years so that her own son Bharat could be anointed 
as a prince-regent who would become the future king. {This event is narrated in Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, specifically in (1) Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede 
Doha no. 29; and (i1) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 40—to Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 41.} 


"Here, the phrase “dearest-of-dear brother” that Lord Ram uses refers to Laxman who 
was totally devoted to him. For Laxman, there was no one and no thing that ever 
mattered more than the Lord. The next verse endorses this view with emphasis. ] 


wan ta Ra tan sift eat aR Ra Ht HAA He ETT UN S UI 
ara ay fret dg Ra det iit ag ca fatatrel ATT go N 


jatha pankha binu khaga ati dina. mani binu phani karibara kara hina. 9. 
asa mama jivana bandhu binu tohi. jaum jara daiva ji'āvai mohi. 10. 


My woefully precarious condition is as miserable and grief-stricken as a poor bird that 
has lost its wings’, or a serpent that has lost the gem-like luminescent globule of 
condensed sap present on its hood’, or an unfortunate elephant that has lost its trunk’. 


(9) 
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Oh my dear brother! This is the gloomy way my life would be if unfortunately the 
malefic Creator, who is so opposed to me, forces me to live, compelling me to survive 
even after you are separated from me^. (10) 


[Note—'The bird’s wing is the most important part of its body because it is the wing 
that enables the bird to fly and live a happy life. If the wing is lost, then the poor bird 
would be forced to live a life which would be as good as being dead for it. 

The importance of the wing for a bird and how a person suffering from some 
grave misfortune when something without which he can’t live is compared to a bird 
losing its wings is given elsewhere also in Ram Charit Manas. 

For instance, in Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 76 
we read that the citizens of Ayodhya were sore overcome with grief when they learnt 
that Lord Ram was being sent to forest exile, and their condition is being compared to 
‘a bird who has lost its wings’. 

Again, in Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 148 we 
read that the condition of king Dasrath was also like a bird who has lost its wings. 
This was the time when Dasrath was lying on his death bed lamenting for Lord Ram, 
and his minister Sumantra returned to tell him the bad news that Lord Ram, Sita and 
Laxman have refused to return. 


?There are some special species of serpents on whose hoods, according to legends, a 
small luminescent sac resembling a small globule is seen. It contains a sap that has 
oozed out of the serpent’s hood and has solidified there. The reptile emerges out of its 
hole in the darkness of the night, and it is believed that the light emanating from this 
sac enables the serpent to see its way. If the sac is lost, the serpent becomes blind. In 
this grief, the serpent repeatedly dashes it hood on the hard ground to express its 
sadness, and this causes it to die. 

This phenomenon is cited as a metaphor to indicate that Lord Ram would be 
blind and helpless without Laxman by his side. 

Other instance is found in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 154 where the condition of king Dasrath is compared to 
it just prior to his death after he learnt that Lord Ram would not return. 


`The elephant depends upon its trunk for food; without the trunk this poor creature 
won't be able to gather its natural food such as branches and leaves of trees etc. and 
would consequently die. The trunk is also the elephant’s defence; it is used to catch 
hold of an attacking enemy and thrash it to ground. The trunk is used by it to drink 
water, to forage for food, to fend off its enemies, to defend itself, to sound the trumpet 
to establish its majesty amongst other animals in the forest, to shoo away flies from its 
body, and so on and so forth. In fact, the trunk is a pride of the elephant like a tail is 
for all other animals. The trunk is one muscular organ that is most valued by the 
elephant in its body. 

Here Lord Ram says that his personal glory and the most valuable part of his 
identity was Laxman, and if the latter is lost then a good part of himself, which is the 
better part of him, will also be lost. So what’s the good in living a lustreless life 
thereafter; what’s the point in living without any glory and identity? 


“Verily indeed, forsooth and without gainsay, Laxman was like high pole over which 
the flag of Lord Ram’s fame and glory fluttered majestically—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that precede Doha no. 17. 
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Then say, what would be the fate of this ‘flag’ if the ‘flag-post’ was lost?] 


Wes stay Hat yg ors Ua Sa fees ong Fars N gg M 
ae Sasa Geds VT Atal aR ails faa ofa meN g M 
Be BUH AH Ya aT | aR Fat Hare ST ANT Ul 3 I 


jaiha'un¥ avadha kavana muhu la’. nari hétu priya bha'i gamiva’. 11. 
baru apajasa sahaté'um jaga mahim. nari hani bisēşa chati nahim. 12. 
aba apaloku soku suta tora. sahihi nithura kathora ura mora. 13. 


Alas! With what face would I go back to Ayodhya (in case I survive this ordeal of my 
separation from you) with the ignominy dogging me all the way back—that I lost my 
dear brother for the sake of my wife’? (11) 


In any case, I could have coped somehow with the infamy of losing my wife and 
being unable to retrieve her from the clutches of her captor because I was incompetent 
and incapable of giving her protection in the first place, and then being able to free 
her from her captors because I did not have the valour, the strength and the power to 
do so. 

Aside of the infamy, the ignominy, the shame, the sneer and the scorn that I 
would have inevitably invited throughout my remaining life on this account, it would 
not be of an insurmountable cause of grief for me, as losing one’s wife (or a woman) 
is not much of a great misfortune and an irreparable loss for a wise man’ (as it is of 
losing you, my dearest of dear brother, for this loss is in-compensable, this damage is 
irreparable, this vacancy cannot be filled). (12) 


But my dear son (suta)*, my loss and its associated grief is much more profound and 
deeper. Woe to me that now my stern, emotionless and merciless heart (that did not 
burst with sorrow when it first saw you lying unconscious) will force me to suffer 
intensely and immensely from combined agony arising from the infamy and shame at 
having lost my dear brother for the sake of my wife, as well as the grief and sorrow 
arising directly due to your loss itself. Verily, it will compound the misery and grief 
for me; it will be misery and grief compounded for me! (13) 


[Note—'Lord Ram woefully lamented for Laxman. He despondently said with great 
sadness in his voice and profound regret effusing from his words: “What a shameful 
thing would it be; what face I would have to show to my kin and the citizens of 
Ayodhya when they ask me about you? I will be forced to tell them that I lost Laxman 
in the war to retrieve Sita, my wife. I have just now told you that “one may have a 
chance to have another wife in one’s life should he lose one and decides to remarry, 
but never a second chance to have a loving brother who is faithful and devoted to 
him”—apropos: verse no. 7 herein above. 


?A wise, self-realised and enlightened man is expected to adopt the path of renouncing 
all his worldly attachments—and this includes his wife and home—after a certain age 
to spend the rest of his life in pursuing his spiritual objectives; doing meditation, 
contemplation and introspection, going on pilgrimage, and generally living away from 
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the turmoil and worries of a householder’s life to prepare himself for a peaceful final 
exit from this mortal world. 

To wit, a self-realised man who wishes to pursue spiritual calm and peacefully 
prepare for deliverance of his soul at the time of his death would renounce the world, 
and this entails his voluntarily severing all his ties with his wife one day. Even if a 
man wishes to continue to live as a householder and for some unfortunate reason has 
lost his wife, he can always remarry. So therefore, losing a wife is no big deal; it’s 
not a loss that can’t be compensated for. 


*Remarkable: Lord Ram calls Laxman his “son—suta”. Truly it was so; even 
Laxman’s mother Sumitra had advised him to treat Lord Ram and Sita as his parents 
in the forest, and serve them accordingly with due diligence—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 74; (ii) Chaupai 
line nos. 6-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 75. 

And of course it goes without saying that Laxman obeyed his mother’s 
instructions in letter and spirit—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) 
Doha no. 139 along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 
2 that precedes Doha no. 142.] 


Pret St i Wee HART Uae AT GS UT STMT VY UI 
diate ate gets ate art ae fate gas oe fea AT gu N 
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nija janani kē ēka kumara. tata tasu tumha prana adhara. 14. 
saumpési mohi tumhahi gahi pani. saba bidhi sukhada parama hita jani. 15. 
utaru kaha daiha'um téhi ja’. uthi kina mohi sikhavahu bhā'. 16. 


Oh Son (tata)! You are the only son of your mother (Sumitra); for her you are a 
source of succour and solace that supports her during her lifetime*!. (14) 


She had held your hand and put you my safe custody thinking that you will be very 
happy and safe with me (at the time of our leaving Ayodhya)’. 

[Woe to me! How miserably I have betrayed her faith and trust in me! What 
face will I show her when she finds I have returned to her without you? Brother, let 
me die with you.] (15) 


Say, what answer would I give her when I return? Oh my brother; arise and tell me 
this.’ (16) 


[Note—*This verse can be read as follows also: “You are your mother’s only son; 
you are the one who gives her life meaning and for whom she would like to live.” 

This interpretation is also correct because the word “tata” meaning a ‘son’ has 
been strategically placed in the centre of the verse, serving both its first and second 
halves simultaneously. So this word can mean either that Lord Ram calls Laxman his 
son, or that he calls Laxman as the son of Sumitra. 
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'Sumitra had two sons: One was Laxman, and the other was his younger brother 
named Shatrughan. What Lord Ram means here is that Sumitra loved Laxman more 
because he was her elder son, and his long separation from her must have made her 
long for him very intensely. Shatrughan, on the other hand, was by her side at 
Ayodhya, so since she could see and talk with him as often as she wished, this longing 
was not there. She must be always thinking of Laxman, always remembering him, and 
always praying for his safety and quick return. It is an age-old adage that “distance 
creates a stronger bond of love between two individuals”. 

Sumitra herself has acknowledged that she loved Laxman more (than 
Shatrughan) because he was devoted to Lord Ram when she tells him that “a woman 
who bears a son who is devoted to Lord Ram is a most fortunate mother; otherwise it 
is better to remain childless and barren’—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Doha no. 74 along with Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede it, and Chaupai line 
nos. 1-2 that follow it. 


*At the time when Laxman told Lord Ram that he has decided to accompany him to 
the forest, the Lord sent him to take his mother Sumitra’s permission. Sumitra was 
overcome with sadness and grief upon learning what had happened, but she had no 
reservations in granting her permission to Laxman to go with Lord Ram. She was 
unambiguous and very emphatic in giving her consent, saying that there would be 
nothing better for Laxman to do than to go with the Lord and serve him in the forest. 
She also told Laxman that he was safer with the Lord than if he would chose to live in 
Ayodhya. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 73—to Doha no. 75.}] 


ag fafa arad ara aaea | aad afore a aot ATT V9 N 
SAT Uh SS THUS AC ft Te HUTT SETS Ul VE N 


bahu bidhi socata soca bimocana. sravata salila rajiva dala locana. 17. 
uma ēka akhanda raghura’l. nara gati bhagata krpala dekha’l. 18. 


What a wonder it is that Lord Ram who is a remover of all sorts of sorrows and grief 
tormenting a creature would himself be overcome with sorrow and grief! 

He shed tears from his lotus-like eyes that rolled down their lids which 
resembled dew drops dripping down from the petals of the lotus flower'. (17) 


[Lord Shiva tells goddess Uma, his divine consort, why Lord Ram shed the tears. He 
said—] ‘Oh Uma! Lord Ram (“raghura'’’; the Lord of the Raghu line of kings of 
Ayodhya) is steady and unchanging, one who remains the same under all 
circumstances. 

So therefore, he is shedding tears and expressing grief here just to act his role 
of a human being to perfection (in order to conform to Brahma’s boon given to 
Ravana that he would only be killed by a human being, and it was necessary for Lord 
Ram to behave like a human being to achieve this objective)’. 

To wit, Lord Ram is also acting in the way he does to show how a human 
being is expected to respond when someone who is totally devoted to him is harmed 
in anyway; or how a wise lord ought to treat his servant and dependant who has 
offered to serve the lord with everything in his command, even to the extent of 
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sacrificing his personal comforts and happiness if it makes the lord happy and 
contented like Laxman had done for Lord Ram.” (18) 


[Note—'What an excellent and wonderful example of poetic imagery we find here. 
Lord Ram’s eyes are likened to the lotus flower, and the tears that are falling from the 
edges of the eye-lids are compared to dew-drops falling from the tips of the petals of 
that lotus. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 
177. 

Lord Ram has no worldly emotions; normally he should not have cried. But he 
had to act like an ordinary man to fulfil the condition of the boon given to Ravana by 
Brahma—that only a human being would be able to kill the demon. 

Lord Shiva is the first and the primary narrator of the Story of the Ramayan 
which he had narrated to his wife Uma, also known as Parvati. During the course of 
the reading of Ram Charit Manas we observe that on many an occasion, Shiva is 
quoted as saying something to Parvati or Uma to clarify certain points that may arouse 
some kind of doubt in her mind. She was listening attentively, without interfering in 
the narrative by way of asking questions. But Lord Shiva was an expert narrator; he 
could guess that his wife wanted to ask a question but was hesitant to disturb his flow. 
So the Lord himself would pause to clarify a particular point before moving on. 

Here, when the narrative came to the point where it is said that “Lord Ram 
shed tears”, Uma raised an eyebrow, as it seemed incredulous to her that the Supreme 
Being should cry. Hence, Shiva paused to explain the reason to her, the circumstances 
surrounding the episode that compelled Lord Ram to weep like an ordinary man. 


*Lord Ram here shows not only how Laxman was important for him, but by 
Laxman’s example the Lord also wishes to show the world how any one who is his 
ardent devotee—one who has vested all his trust and faith in the Lord, one who trusts 
the Lord for his security and welfare, one for whom there is no other creature dearer 
than the Lord, one who serves the Lord with all the diligence, efforts and sincerity in 
his command, one would sacrifice his own life and its pleasures in order to serve the 
Lord—is loved most dearly by the Lord and is close to the Lord’s heart. 

Lord Ram is extremely merciful and obliging; he showers all the love and 
grace he has on his devotee as he has done for Laxman here. The Lord says that for 
him a wife, son, wealth, home and family are of no consequence if his devotee is 
suffering—apropos: Chaupai line nos. 7-10 herein above that we have just read a 
while ago. ] 


Ao. WY Wea a ae fant wT ar Fant 
amg Tas Sas Fah Heat Vs ST TAIN GR Ul 


soratha. 


prabhu pralapa suni kana bikala bha'ē banara nikara. 
a'i gaya'u hanumāna jimi karuna maham bira rasa. 61. 
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Hearing the woeful wailings and lamentations of Lord Ram, the entire horde of 
monkeys! forming the Lord’s army, its rank and file, was overcome with sadness; 
sorrow, despondency and despair cast a pall of gloom over all of them. 

Just at that critical juncture? (when everything seemed to be lost, when 
everyone was distraught and overcome with the dread of what untold misfortunes 
were in store for them, that would suddenly upset everything and sink the boat 
midstream), Hanuman came back? as if the dynamic energy associated with the 
glorious virtues of heroism, bravery, gallantry and valour suddenly interposes to lift 
the sagging spirits of those who are burdened by and are on the verge of collapsing 
under the mighty weight of loss of hope, the feeling of helplessness, of sadness, 
despondency, grief and dejection. (Sortha no. 61) 


[Note—'An interesting observation can be made here. ‘Monkeys’ are specifically 
mentioned as being overcome with gloom reflecting the general sad mood of the hour. 
But Lord Ram’s army had a large number of ‘bears’ too; what about them? 

Well, the chief of the bears was Jamvant, the aged bear who is believed to be 
an incarnation of Brahma, the creator, himself. Jamvant was well aware of 
Hanuman’s abilities; it was he who, being privy to the greatness of Hanuman, had 
motivated the latter to show his true form and fulfil Lord Ram’s mission when the 
monkeys and bears were in a similar situation of hopelessness and despair on the 
shore of the ocean while on a mission to search for Sita. At that time, it was Jamvant 
whom Hanuman asked for instruction as to what he is supposed to do in Lanka. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 30 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 3-12 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede it.} 

In the present case also, it was Jamvant who had advised that Sushen be 
brought from Lanka, and had sent Hanuman to fetch him. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 55.} 

So therefore, Jamvant was absolutely clear that nothing would stop Hanuman 
from coming back. This confidence was lacking in the monkey group; none of their 
leaders, such as Sugriv and Angad, had this secret knowledge about Hanuman. Hence, 
Jamvant collected his troops and told them to remain calm, as there was nothing to 
worry or panic. 


“Everything seemed to be lost at that point of time. A deep sense of sadness, gloom, 
helplessness, haplessness and dejection permeated everywhere, and had a sway over 
everyone present. Just at that time, during those critical moments, a sudden ray of 
hope emerged like the sun’s brilliant rays that pierce through the veil of dark clouds 
that shroud the firmament to shine its splendorous light on the world below, 
eliminating darkness and despondency, and replacing it with cheer and energy. 

Before midnight everyone waited patiently for Hanuman’s return, as they were 
aware that he has to go and back from afar, a distance of thousands of miles; so ample 
time must be given to him. Besides this, ample time was left before dawn as it was 
still before midnight, and hence sufficient time was available during which the herb, 
once brought, could be immediately administered to Laxman to revive him. 

But once midnight passed and yet there was no sign of Hanuman, the situation 
changed and things became alarming, so much so that even Lord Ram seemed to lose 
hope and started wailing for Laxman—apropos: Chaupai no. 2 that follows Doha no. 
60 herein above. 

When the commander-in-chief of the army, or for that matter any leader who 
is supposed to lead others by being an example of courage, strength, resilience and 
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steely nerves at times of adversities and down-tides, begins to lament and wail himself 
in the way the Lord behaved then, one can easily visualise the negative reaction it 
would produce on those who depend upon him, who look up to him for guidance, 
courage and support for themselves. 

What lesson one learns from this episode is this: A leader ought always to be 
extremely careful with how he behaves and responds to emergencies and adversities if 
he wishes others who are under his wings and who he commands to stand firm against 
the onslaught of misfortunes in order to be able to finally turn the tide in their favour. 
For, if the leader fails to control his emotions, if he shows signs of losing hope and the 
will to fight back, then no matter how powerful and resourceful his followers are, the 
battle will be lost even before it is fully fought to the end. 

This is why Lord Shiva paused for a while and explained to Uma, his listener, 
why Lord Ram behaved in the way he did. It was not because the Lord was ‘weak’ in 
any sense, but it was because he had other things of greater import in his mind that 
Lord Shiva has himself hinted in verse no. 18 that precedes this Sortha no. 61 herein 
above. 


*My dear readers; do you recall the Time Machine we referred to earlier while reading 
Chaupai line no. 1 that followed Doha no. 60 herein above, in which we were 
following Hanuman and recording the events unfolding at a fast pace? 

Well, during the time when Lord Ram wailed for unconscious Laxman before 
him on the ground, back at Lanka, Hanuman was making rapid progress through the 
night sky, holding the mountain, with the required herb, in his hand. He was in all 
haste as he wanted to make up for the precious time that was lost during his 
encounters with Kalnemi and Bharat. So he zoomed past the firmament like a 
streaking star. And of course, the “scribe and the witnesses’, travelling in the Time 
Machine, followed him closely! 

We will observe here that normally a Doha or a Sortha is preceded by eight 
lines of a standard Chaupai. But here we find that there are ‘eighteen lines’ in the 
Chaupai. It is done with a purpose: to indicate that some length of time had elapsed 
between midnight and the moment when Hanuman actually arrived. To wit, the 
‘elongated Chuapai’ symbolized a stretching of the time frame for this particular 
event. 

Meanwhile, all those present on the ground were huddled together, in small 
and large groups, in eager anticipation of Hanuman’s return, and all had their eyes 
fixed on the northern sky because it was from this direction Hanuman was expected to 
come back, as it was in this direction he had gone on his mission of bringing the herb. 

Suddenly they could descry a streaking star heading straight towards their 
camp. Lo and behold—there came their dear Hanuman, dashing like lightening that 
pierced through the dark cover of the overhead firmament. 

At this wonderful and most welcome sight, there was a spontaneous burst of 
thunderous applause. Everyone was elated and on his feet instantly; cheering and 
dancing in mad abandon. 

Hanuman glided down to land before Lord Ram; he was rushed upon by his 
waiting companions who embraced and kissed him, and who shed tears now once 
again, but these tears were of joy and happiness and rejoicing and hope.] 
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caupal. 
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turata baida taba kinhi upa’l. uthi baithé lachimana haraşā'. 2. 


Lord Ram affectionately embraced Hanuman by clasping the latter to his bosom’. The 
Lord felt highly obliged to Hanuman because it is the nature of the gracious and kind 
Lord to feel obliged for even a small service that is rendered to him by his devotees. 


(1) 


The doctor (baida) wasted no time in applying the herb and doing whatever that was 
needed to revive Laxman. His efforts were successful as Laxman immediately arose 
and sat up cheerfully (as if nothing had happened to him)’. (2) 


[Note—'How fortunate was Hanuman indeed, for it is the second time Lord Ram has 
thus embraced him. The first opportunity was when he had brought back the news of 
Sita from Lanka, and at that time the Lord had explicitly said that he will forever 
remain indebted to Hanuman—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 32—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
33. 

No other character in the Story of the Ramayan has had this honour and 
privilege. 


?We must acknowledge the expertise of the doctors of that time who were so skilled 
in their art and craft of using medicinal herbs and plants to cure patients. Laxman 
woke up fresh and energetic, as if he was fast asleep and was now woken up. 

Even as a man feels rested and rejuvenated and fresh after sound sleep, with 
all his fatigue and weariness of the previous day removed after a restful sleep, 
Laxman too was revived as if he was fast asleep a while ago, and now was ready to 
face the challenges of the war. 

During the intervening period between being hit by Meghanad’s weapon when 
he fell down unconscious, and when he was revived back to consciousness, Laxman 
had lain like a Yogi or an ascetic doing deep meditation. During such meditative 
trance, the practitioner holds his breath and goes into a virtual hibernation mode, 
when all the activities of his body and metabolism cease. When he ends his trance, he 
is back to normal. Laxman too knew this trick; so he practiced Yoga by holding his 
breath for the time he appeared to lie unconscious. 

This served an important medical function also—for it helped to contain the 
spread of the poison that was injected into Laxman by the tip of the spear that struck 
him. The doctor, Sushen, applied the herb that sucked out the clotted blood and 
neutralised the poison. So when Laxman was prodded to get up, he was fit and fine. 

Credit must be surely given to Sushen who lived up to his profession of a 
‘doctor’ for whom a patient is a patient first and foremost, irrespective of whether he 
is a friend or a foe, and therefore the doctor is obliged to give his best to his patient 
even if it means treating his arch enemy. 

Sushen was playing with fire, for he was in the pay-roll of Ravana, the arch 
enemy of Laxman and Lord Ram; Ravana could have roasted him alive for helping 
revive Laxman. 
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Now this brings us to another fascinating observation—it is that Ravana 
should also be given equal credit for not punishing Sushen for reviving Laxman. 
Ravana accepted and acknowledged the fact that Sushen was merely doing his 
professional duty of treating a patient to whom he is called to attend. This shows the 
greatness of Ravana’s soul and the high standard of his thinking even though he 
unfortunately had become a ‘demon’. Surely Lord Ram acknowledged the greatness 
of Ravana’s soul, because the Lord, who was actually the Supreme Being in this 
human form, allowed Ravana’s soul to enter his own body at the time of his death, so 
that the soul of this unfortunate creature could find eternal rest and beatitude— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha 
no. 103; and (ii) Chanda line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 104.] 
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Lord Ram picked up Laxman and embraced him by clasping him to his bosom. 
Meanwhile, all the bears and monkeys' were exhilarated and felt extremely happy. (3) 


In the mean time, the Kapi (Hanuman) then took Sushen back to Lanka and replaced 
his home in the same spot from where it was earlier lifted and brought along with its 
occupant. (4) 


[Note—'This clearly means that both the bears and monkeys were standing or sitting 
around Lord Ram. In this context, the reader ought to refer to note appended to Sortha 
no. 61 herein above where attention is drawn to the mention of only monkeys for 
feeling sad when they saw Lord Ram, and not of the bears. The reason is explained 
there itself. | 
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When the ten-headed Ravana heard of this development (that Laxman had regained 
consciousness, is hale and hearty as earlier, and that he seething with anger and full of 
wrath, raring to face the demons in the battle-field with renewed vigour and 
vengeance), he was crestfallen, gloomy and flabbergasted. 

Being overcome with a sense of hopelessness, despondency and consternation, 
and fearing for the worst, Ravana repeatedly beat his head in frustration and 
exasperation’. (5) 
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Agitated and exasperated, Ravana went to Kumbhakaran (his younger brother), and 
employed different methods to wake him up from his deep slumber’. (6) 


[Note—'Ravana was elated when he heard earlier that Laxman was fatally wounded 
and lay unconscious in the battle-field. He welcomed this news because if something 
ill happened to Laxman, it would mean Lord Ram would be extremely demoralized, 
and that would bear negatively on his will to fight the rest of the war with vigour and 
enthusiasm. Not only the Lord himself, but his whole army too would be overcome 
with gloom and loss of hope with Laxman fallen, and it is an axiom that an army with 
low morale has lost the battle even before it actually commences. So the news of 
Laxman’s fainting at the end of the previous day’s battle was a matter of rejoicing for 
the demons. 

Ravana had done all he could to stop Hanuman from bringing the required 
herb that would revive Laxman; or at least delay him from bringing it within the 
allotted time slot. But all his hopes were dashed when the news came that Laxman has 
got up hale and hearty, and he is cheerful and full of vigour as earlier. Ravana was 
astonished that Laxman would not show any signs of fatigue or pain, and from what 
he was informed of Laxman it seemed that the latter was completely comfortable and 
relaxed as if he had just got up from a refreshing sleep. 

This unexpected development unveiled Ravana’s darkest fears lurking in his 
heart, stoking terror in him, for now he feared for the worst. He was sure that now 
Laxman would unleash the full force of his wrath and unreserved vengeance upon 
him and the rest of the demons army as a means of punishing them, and to exact the 
severest retribution from the whole demon race. And Laxman’s wrath was no 
ordinary anger; he was a personified form of Seshnath, the legendary thousand- 
headed celestial Serpent, and when this Serpent begins to pour out his scorching 
venom, it would virtually boil the whole demon race in a cauldron of fire from which 
there is no escape. 

Ravana also feared that the monkey and bear army would now fight with extra 
vengeance and renewed energy, and with the knowledge and experience of what they 
could do with the demons as witnessed in the previous days of battle, the future 
seemed hopelessly dark, gloomy and doomed. 

Moreover, Ravana was highly worried and full of consternation about the 
safety of his son Meghanad, because it was he who had wounded Laxman the 
previous day in the battle-field, and hence it was natural that Meghanad would be 
Laxman’s first target to be brought down in the next day’s battle; Meghanad would 
have to bear the brunt of Laxman’s wrath if he was seen by the latter in the battle- 
field. 

This is the simple and obvious reason why Ravana chose not to send 
Meghanad into the battle ground the next day; instead he decided to request 
Kumbhakaran, Ravana’s younger brother, to lead the demon forces in the next day’s 
battle. 

The question is: Why did Ravana showed exasperation and beat his head so 
much? 

The answer is as follows: Like Lord Ram playing his role of a human being to 
perfection, Ravana too decided to play his role as a vicious demon and an arch enemy 
of the Lord—to ensure that the Lord certainly kills him so that his soul can, at last, 
find its liberation and deliverance; so that his soul can find the emancipation and 
salvation that eludes it; so that his soul can attain the much sought-after beatitude and 
felicity; so that his soul does not miss its only opportunity to attain eternal bliss and 
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happiness, a chance to attain which would be lost for good should, for some reason, 
Lord Ram shows his characteristic grace and mercy upon him (Ravana) and spares 
him for all his sins and mischief that he has committed all along. 

And one more final question: Why would Ravana feel so upset by Laxman’s 
revival? The answer is obvious: it is the time of war, and every fallen great warrior in 
the enemy’s side was celebrated as one point nearer to final victory over him. Laxman 
was not an ordinary warrior; he was the second-in-command of Lord Ram’s army, his 
brother, and equally powerful and able as the Lord. This meant that if Laxman was 
out of the way, if he was fatally incapacitated, then Lord Ram would be so 
demoralized, so greatly overcome with grief, so much handicapped, and so deeply 
ruined emotionally that he would lose the will to fight the war any longer, and even if 
he continued to wage it then it would be a half-hearted effort that would certainly lead 
to his defeat. 

So during the night, while Laxman lay unconscious on the ground, the demons 
must have been celebrating an imminent victory that would be theirs the next day 
when they would easily be able to rout the Lord’s demoralized army. When Ravana’s 
spy rushed to him to convey the news that Laxman had been revived, and is hale and 
hearty enough that he is raring to go to the battle-field as soon as the day broke, 
Ravana felt that all was lost; he trembled in consternation and the fearful thought of 
facing a raging Laxman in the battle-field, as it was now certain that Laxman would 
hit back with full force and vengeance at the demons, pouring all the fiery venom that 
he has at his command on them—for remember, Laxman was a manifestation of the 
legendary Seshnath, the serpent with a thousand hoods. 

Ravana was not only worried for the demons in general, he was particularly 
concerned all the more gravely for his own son Meghanad, because it was he who had 
shot Laxman the day before, and so certainly he would be the primary target of 
Laxman’s seething anger. This is the reason that when the battle resumed the next 
day, which was the third day of the war, he persuaded his brother Kumbhakaran to go 
and face the enemy, instead of Meghanad. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 6-12 that precedes Doha no. 62.} 

Ravana’s beating of head is a visible sign of his extreme exasperation and 
frustration; it shows that he felt all was lost and the danger to the demons was all the 
more aggravated. The hour of celebration for the demons when Laxman fell to the 
ground wounded and unconscious now transmewed into an hour of despair and 
despondency when he was revived, while the reverse was the case that prevailed in 
Lord Ram’s camp. 


*Kumbhakaran had got a boon from Brahma, the creator, that he would sleep for long 
times at a stretch, for six months continuously. It was because when Brahma saw his 
huge body and excellent appetite, he felt that if this fellow were to eat daily then the 
whole creation would suffer from a virtual famine as he would devour everything 
worth eating sooner rather than latter. So the creator asked goddess Saraswati, the 
goddess of speech and wisdom, to corrupt his mind so that he asks for a boon to sleep, 
which Brahma would gladly grant instantly, without losing a moment and giving 
Kumbhakaran a chance to realize the stupidity of his request. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha no. 177.} 

If we closely examine the narrative of the Ramayan, any version we chose to 
read, one thing will be found to be common—that Kumbhakaran came to learn about 
the destructive war, and the reason why it started, only now when Ravana went to 
arouse him from his deep sleep and asked him to help by joining the war for the 
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honour of the family and the demon race. Kumbhakaran was astonished by this 
request, and he saw Ravana’s face pale and ridden with worries, something he had 
never ever seen before. So he asked his brother what has happened, upon which 
Ravana disclosed about Sita’s abduction, and the subsequent developments leading to 
the current war. 

It is because he had been fast asleep all through; and he was not at all aware of 
what calamity had befallen upon the unfortunate demon race due to the madness of 
his brother Ravana. As we shall soon read below, when Kumbhakaran comes to learn 
about the ill developments, he chided Ravana and remonstrated with him in the 
strongest possible terms. 

That Kumbhakaran would sleep for long periods of time suited Ravana well 
enough though, because with Vibhishan too kept out of the way and marginalized by 
allowing him to follow his religious practices privately in seclusion, Ravana ensured 
that he was free to do whatever he wished to do, with no one to oppose him. And 
when Vibhishan dared to oppose Ravana once, he was kicked out of the kingdom 
unceremoniously (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 41). 

Since Kumbhakaran was in deep slumber, it was difficult to wake him up 
easily. So many methods were employed: perhaps loud music was played right beside 
his ears; perhaps he was poked by sharp pointed weapons; perhaps something was 
inserted in his nose and ears and mouth to titillate him; perhaps his creeper-like body 
hairs were pulled; perhaps giant demons danced and thumped on his chest. ] 
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When at last the demon (Kumbhakaran) woke up, he looked like a gigantic and 
fearful personification of Kaal, the god of death, itself. (3) 


Looking around he saw Ravana close by. Observing that Ravana had a pale face and a 
countenance that seemed to be overcast with dark clouds of fear and worries, 
Kumbhakaran enquired, ‘Oh brother, what is the matter; why is your face so pale, and 
why is your countenance so lifeless, dry and withered? What is so serious a thing to 
afflict you so much?’ (4) 
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Ravana proudly told him about the whole affair, about how he had stolen Sita and 
brought her to Lanka’. (9) 


Ravana said, ‘My dear (tata). The monkeys have slayed a greater part of the demon 
army; all the great among demon warriors have been killed. (10) 


The most formidable demons warriors, such as the ones who had the most ferocious 
countenances (durmukha), those who were renowned enemies of the gods and 
terrified them with their mere presence (suraripu), those who devoured human beings 
and used them as their fodder (manuja ahari), those warriors who had huge bodies 
(atikaya --- bhari), those were steady and sturdy in the battle-field (akampana)--- 
(11), 


--- In addition to them, the great demon named Mahodar, and many more like him 
(apara mahodara adika bira)—well, unfortunately, all have fallen dead in the 
battle-field.’ (12) 


[Note—'What was there for Ravana to be so proud of? Well, Ravana meant that it 
was a matter of great pride for him to have been able to bring Sita because it was not 
an easy task. Why was it not an easy task? It is because her husband, Lord Ram, was a 
mighty brave warrior, one who had broken the formidable bow of Lord Shiva to 
marry Sita in Janakpur, and was an incarnate Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Lord of the 
world, and therefore fact that Lord Ram could not protect his wife Sita while Ravana 
took her away was naturally a great feat in its own right, something to boast of. 

This above reason is from the perspective of this gross mortal world. But if we 
are to go deeper, then the meaning changes: from the spiritual perspective Ravana 
rejoiced that at last he has found a way to compel the Supreme Being to come all the 
way from heaven right up to his doorstep, in Lanka, to grant his soul liberation and 
deliverance from the cage of a sinful demon-body in which it is trapped, and thereby 
grant emancipation and salvation to him, all done so easily and without the hassles of 
having to undergo hardships associated with the usual methods that lead to this 
exalted destiny of the soul, such as doing Tapa (penance, austerity), Yoga 
(meditation), Dhyan (contemplation), Vairagya (renunciation), Yagya (sacrifices), 
Vrat (religious observances) etc. 

Great sages, ascetics and hermits spend their lifetime searching for the Lord 
but fail; yet Ravana managed to get the same Lord come fact-to-face before him, and 
then compelled the Lord to free his soul from the evil body of a demon by piercing it 
with his arrows to let the soul escape from it. So was this not a great achievement by 
Ravana to be worthy of being proud of? Surely it was; and so he was. ] 
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suni dasakandhara bacana taba kumbhakarana bilakhana. 
jagadamba hari ani aba satha cahata kalyana. 62. 


Hearing the words of Ravana, the one with ten shoulders (dasakandhara), 
Kumbhakaran was taken aback; he lamented gravely and expressed his displeasure 
unreservedly. 

Sternly admonishing Ravana for his misadventure, Kumbhakaran said, ‘Oh 
you wicked and stupid one. After having abducted the Mother of the World 
(jagadamba hari ani), how foolish it is of you to expect anything good for yourself? 
Say, how incongruous and incredulous it is for you to expect wellness after what you 
have done!” (Doha no. 62) 


[Note—'One will not fail to observe that Kumbhakaran’s advice is on the same lines 
of what Vibhishan had said earlier at the time when Ravana kicked him out. {Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that precede Doha no. 38; and 
Doha no. 40 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it. } 

Let us take a deeper look at the episode of Kumbhakaran—from the moment 
he was woken up by his elder brother Ravana, the way he reacted when first informed 
by him of Sita’s abduction, the way he has blessed and congratulated his younger 
brother Vibhishan for taking refuge with Lord Ram a little while later when the two 
met each other in the battle-field, and the final moments of his death when his soul, 
his Atma, emerged from his body as a brilliant shaft of light to go straight and enter 
the divine body of Lord Ram—because we have much to learn and know from it. 

My dear reader, do thou wot what is so special about this episode? Well, read 
on: let us have an open mind, a broad perspective, and let us have knowledge that is 
eclectic and wide-angled. 

First, it is known that Kumbhakaran used to sleep for six months at a time, 
wake up for a single day, and then go back to sleep for another six-month period. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha 
no. 177.} When he was woken up by Ravana and told about his abduction of Sita, 
Kumbhakaran was not only astonished but also expressed excessive shock and horror 
at this news. This clearly implies that when he last went to sleep approximately six 
months ago, Sita hadn’t been stolen by Ravana by then, and she was abducted 
sometime after Kumbhakaran last went to sleep—because he was totally ignorant of 
this incident of Sita being abducted and kept hostage in Lanka, for if he had been 
aware of it then previously there is no sense in Ravana informing him about it now, 
and besides this, the way Kumbhakaran reacted with utter dismay and great shock on 
being informed of Sita’s abduction clearly shows that he was totally ignorant of this 
development. {Apropos: Doha no. 62 herein above.} 

These facts lead us to conclude that ‘not more than six months had elapsed 
between the time Sita was abducted by Ravana and the outbreak of the war’. 
Remember: Kumbhakaran had yet not completed his normal sleeping time of ‘six 
months’ as is evident from Ravana forcing him awake by employing many different 
means. {Apropos: Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 62 herein above. } 

And, soon after the war ended, Lord Ram returned to Ayodhya with his 
entourage aboard an air plane known as Pushpak. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 119.} 

This leads us to conclude that the War of Lanka was fought at the fag end of 
Lord Ram’s fourteen years of forest exile, for immediately after than he returned to 
Ayodhya. 
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The second important observation is this: At the time of death, 
Kumbhakaran’s soul had emerged as a brilliant shaft of light to enter the divine body 
of Lord Ram, leading to his final deliverance and attainment of emancipation and 
salvation. This rare happening had even surprised the gods and sages who were 
astonished that a demon would attain such an exalted destiny for himself, when his 
‘Atma’ would merge with the ‘Parmatma’, the supreme Atma, to become one with it, 
a destiny that is extolled in laudatory terms in the Upanishads. From the perspective 
of metaphysics, Kumbhakaran had attained true ‘Moksha’, a destiny which marks 
dissolution of the soul and its merger with the cosmic Soul from where there is no 
return. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 71 along with Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes it.} 

Well, come to think of it—not every one has this great privilege; not even the 
greatest of sages and ascetics and hermits who spend their entire lifetime doing 
meditation, contemplation, austerities, penances, sacrifices, and practicing many 
assorted religious vows and observances are able to achieve this kind of end. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 104 said in reference to 
Ravana, the only other character in the Story of the Ramayan to attain this exalted 
stature that grants exemplary beatitude and felicity to the soul of a dying creature. } 

What does this mean? Surely it points to the fact that Kumbhakaran’s Atma, 
his ‘true self’, his soul, was very pure and holy, though the body might have been evil 
and sinful. But no, that was also not the case as it appears to be on the face. 
Kumbhakaran had not indulged in cruelty and mayhem like Ravana, he had not 
indulged in tormenting the creatures and making life hell for them like Ravana. How 
come so? Because he had been sleeping for six months, and on the one day he woke 
up he spent it on eating and drinking, only to retire to sleep once again. This clearly 
and irrefutably means that he had not gone on any bloody campaigns to terrorize the 
world; he had not soaked his hands with blood of poor creatures. So therefore, even 
his demon body was not spoiled with the blood of innocent creatures like the way 
other demons’ bodies had been. 

Then, this was not all. The world thought that Kumbhakaran was ‘sleeping’, 
but a wise man who has read the Upanishads and understands their philosophy would 
have a completely different take on it. To wit, Kumbhakaran had been lying in a 
“Yoga Nidra”, a deep sleep state of consciousness entered into by enlightened ascetics 
when they rise to a higher level in the practice of Yoga (meditation). It’s that state 
when the Atma, the ‘true self’, which is pure consciousness, completely detaches 
itself from the body of a creature, both at its gross level that is related to the sense 
organs and known as the ‘Jagrat or waking state’, as well as at its subtle level related 
to the mind-intellect complex known as the ‘Swapna or dreaming state’, to attain the 
third exalted state of existence of the consciousness that is known as ‘Sushupta or 
deep sleep state’. This latter state of existence is a transitional stage between the first 
two states and the fourth state of spiritual bliss known as the ‘Turtya state’, beyond 
which is the fifth and final stage marked by full attainment of beatitude and felicity 
and is known by the name ‘Turtyateet’, i.e. that which is ‘beyond Turiya’. 

Now well, so Kumbhakaran was not sleeping the way we understand someone 
to be asleep; he was in a ‘Yoga Nidra’ for six month period when the ignorant world 
thought he was sleeping the way we understand the word to mean. 

So that means he was silently doing Yoga (meditation) by practicing 
Pranayam (breath control exercises prescribed in Yoga) during those six months. 

If this is so, if it is argued that he was doing Yoga during sleep as explained 
above, then how do we explain his eating and drinking heartily on the day he was 
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awake? Well, well, my dear readers. Haven’t I said at the beginning of this note that 
those who understand the philosophy of the Upanishads would think differently about 
Kumbhakaran sleeping and eating? 

Let us explain. Kumbhakaran was not eating food to feed his gross physical 
body, or to enjoy food for its taste or flavour, but he was eating as an offering made to 
the ‘Pran’, the vital life-giving force of Nature, known as the vital winds, which 
personify Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness, that resided in his body. It was just like 
the way food is offered to the sacred fire during a fire sacrifice. The food-offerings 
put in the fire pit of a fire sacrifice are meant for the fire god who represents the 
cosmic fire element, known as the ‘Vaishwanar Agni’, which provides strength and 
energy and nutrition to all other gods representing other elements of creation. To wit, 
the offerings made to the sacred fire are actually meant for the different gods who 
represent the many elements of creation that are essential for existence of the world. 

We have ample proof of this esoteric concept in the Upanishads. The Brahm 
Vidya Upanishad, which is the 16" Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, 
verse nos. 52-53 says that the best form of a fire sacrifice is not done internally when 
the worshipper offers all that he eats as an offering to Brahm, the Supreme Being, 
represented by the pure cosmic Consciousness that resides in his own body in the 
form of the ‘Pran’, the vital winds that keep his body alive. 

The Pran Agnihotra Upanishad, which is the 29" Upanishad of the Krishna 
Yajur Veda tradition, in its verse no. 15 clearly states that the cosmic ‘Pran’, the life 
infusing and life sustaining factor of Nature, is known as the Vaishwanar (Pran) as 
well as the Viraat Purush (the cosmic Male; the Supreme Being). Since the entire 
creation is a manifestation of this Viraat Purush, it follows that the Pran residing 
inside the body as the life-sustaining vital winds (such as Pran, Apaan, Udyan, Vyan 
and Samaan) are the microcosmic revelation of the cosmic Vaishwanar. 

The Pran Agnihotra Upanishad, verse no. 2 enunciates the Mantra for 
sanctifying food offered to Brahm, the Supreme Lord who resides in the body of the 
worshipper in the form of his Pran, the vital winds that keep him alive. 

And then, the Pran Agnihotra Upanishad, verse no. 12 describes the Mantras 
which are used to honour the five vital winds as representative of Brahm, the Supreme 
Being. 

So therefore, when we read that upon waking up Kumbhakaran had gulped 
down buffaloes and jars of wine, it must be kept in mind that in ancient times animal 
sacrifices were normal during the rituals associated with a formal fire sacrifice, and so 
was the use of wine in some secret and obscure forms of worship rituals practiced by 
certain ancient tribes. This form of worship was not mainstream though, but 
nevertheless if was practiced; it was called ‘Vaam panth’, the path of worship that is 
not normal and away from the routine. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 64.} 

The third remarkable thing we observe is the way Kumbhakaran has lavishly 
praised Vibhishan for his decision to surrender to Lord Ram and take refuge with the 
Lord. He has called Vibhishan a ‘jewel’ of the demon race, and has asked him to 
continue with his devotion to Lord Ram. This also means that Kumbhakaran’s soul 
was as pious as that of Vibhishan. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha 
no. 64 along with Chaupai line nos. 3-9 that precede it.} 

A question now arises: If all what is said herein above is true, then why did 
Kumbhakaran fought ferociously with the monkey and bears, without any mercy? 

Well, the answer is this: He wished to remain loyal to his race and family; he 
wished not to go down in the pages of history as a betrayer of his own people like 


4193 


Vibhishan had been; he wished to die a martyr’s death, as a brave warrior, instead of 
as a coward who turned his back to the enemy who was at the throat of his clan. His 
brother Ravana had pleaded with him to go join the battle for the honour of his family 
and race, so Kumbhakaran could not turn this request down. 

There is one more outstanding point to note: When Vibhishan had told Ravana 
that he had committed a grave error by abducting Sita and he should give her back to 
Lord Ram, Ravana had become fierce with anger, kicking Vibhishan out of the 
kingdom. But remarkably no such outrage was expressed by Ravana when 
Kumbhakaran says almost the same thing. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 39; and Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 40—to Doha no. 41 along with Chaupai line nos. 1- 
9 that precede it (relating Vibhishan); (ii) Doha no. 62—to Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 63 (Kumbhakran’s advice).} 

What may have been the probable reason for Ravana overlooking 
Kumbhakaran’s apparent favour of Lord Ram? The answer is simple: A fierce war 
was underway, and Ravana needed strong hands to tackle a formidable enemy. 
Ravana knew well enough that Kumbhakaran was a mighty warrior who had virtually 
the same potential as he himself had. So it would not have been wise and prudent to 
antagonize him at this crucial juncture, because his services were immediately 
needed. Vibhishan, on the other hand, was not a great warrior; he was of a pious mind 
and a peaceful person; he did not have the same quality of ruthlessness, viciousness 
and battle-field valour as his other two brothers, Ravana and Kumbhakaran, had. 

So therefore, keeping in mind the requirements of the war and one’s 
usefulness in it as viewed from Ravana’s perspective of the things, Vibhishan was 
dispensable, but Kumbhakaran was not. Hence, Vibhishan was kicked out, but 
Kumbhakaran was tolerated. 

Not only this, Kumbhakaran has openly thanked his fate that he was so 
fortunate that he would now be able to see a personified beautiful form of the 
Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram straight before his eyes; how lucky was he. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 63 along with Chaupai line nos. 
7-8 that precede it. } 

This thought is remarkably similar to that of Marich who too had felt similarly 
happy that he would get a chance to see the beauteous form of Lord Ram at close 
quarters. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 26 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede it.} 

Lord Ram, the all-knowing and omniscient Lord of the world, knew these 
secret thoughts of Kumbhakaran, and so he provided both of them, Marich earlier and 
Kumbhakaran now, an exalted destiny for their souls. Both were shot by the arrow of 
Lord Ram, and both attained deliverance for their souls. 

There is another very interesting interpretation of the event of “Ravana waking 
up Kumbhakaran from his deep slumber”. Ravana thought to himself that if 
Kumbhakaran was not woken up now, but allowed to sleep in his usual way, then he 
will miss the golden opportunity of finding deliverance at the hands of Lord Ram, the 
incarnate Supreme Being, himself, who has come all the way to his very doorstep to 
provide this reward to him? How will Kumbhakaran’s soul, i.e. his Atma—which 
Ravana knew to be holy and pure consciousness like his own Atma—attain freedom 
from the gross body of a demon if he keeps on sleeping and avoids being killed by 
Lord Ram in the battle-field, because only when his body gets pierced by the arrows 
of the Lord would his Atma find a chance to escape from it and migrate to its parent 
form known as the Parmatma, the Supreme Atma that is represented by Lord Ram? 
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So it was necessary to wake him up and motivate him to go and voluntarily offer his 
body as a sacrifice so that his ‘pure conscious self’, his Atma, could find 
emancipation and salvation. 

The war was to end very soon, and Lord Ram would then immediately return 
home to Ayodhya. All those demon warriors, including Ravana himself, who had 
joined the war, would be granted the spiritual reward of liberation and deliverance of 
their souls by the grace of the Lord. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 7, 9-10 that precede Doha no. 114.} 

To wit, this was not an ordinary war waged by Ravana; it was a sort of a ‘fire 
sacrifice’ undertaken by him to ensure that his sinful demon friends, the whole lot of 
them, find a chance to break free from the cycle of sins and evils to which they were 
ignorantly and involuntarily hooked, by offering themselves to the sacred fire 
symbolized by the war in which the Supreme Being has himself come to accept such 
offerings. Just as gross things are burnt when put in a raging fire and only pure metal 
survives, just as all impurities of gold are burnt when it is put in the fire, leaving pure 
gold in its wake, the sinful and evil gross body of the demons were reduced to ashes 
in a symbolic way when they got killed in the battle-field—because for a true warrior, 
death in the battle-field, fighting the enemy bravely and gallantly, is equivalent to the 
greatest of sacrifices that can be done by a person during a religious fire ceremony, 
which is ‘self-sacrifice’ —thereby granting deliverance, emancipation and salvation to 
their soul which is always pure and holy. 

If Kumbhakaran was allowed to sleep and escape being slayed by Lord Ram 
while every one of the demon race got this rare honour of personally having a chance 
to see the Supreme Being from such close quarters while engaging in a hand-to-hand 
war in close proximity with him, and dying while uttering his holy name to attain 
emancipation and salvation, it would be a grave injustice done to Kumbhakaran if he 
was also not made a part of this great self-sacrifice ceremony organized by Ravana, 
the king of the demon race. 

Verily indeed and forsooth, it would have been him very selfish and unjust for 
Ravana if he had not first sent all those who were loyal to him to receive the spiritual 
reward of liberation, deliverance, emancipation, salvation, and attainment of eternal 
peace and beatitude before he himself stood up to receive it. 

If this is the logic behind Ravana pushing all the demons to the battle-field to 
get themselves killed in order to enable them to attain deliverance from their gross 
demon body, then why did he spare Vibhishan from attaining this exalted fate? It is 
because Vibhishan was the only one in the entire demon race who lived a life that was 
visibly saintly, pious and holy, while all the other demons lived a life that was visibly 
sinful, evil and cruel. Ravana left Vibhishan behind to carry forward the family’s 
name to future generations, as well as to lead all those demons who survived the war 
by being anointed as the next king of Lanka. And this is actually what had 
happened—for after the war ended, Vibhishan was appointed as the next king of the 
kingdom of the demons of Lanka. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) 
Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 106; and (11) Chanda line nos. 7-8 that 
precede Doha no. 116.}] 


dio. wea AE d fre ater 1 sta alle sits aÈ rer g 
STE aa AAT STRATA 1 SAS TG ARE HEAT Ul 2 


caupa’. 
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bhala na kinha tai nisicara naha. aba mohi ā'i jaga’ehi kaha. 1. 
ajahim tata tyagi abhimana. bhajahu rama ho'ihi kalyana. 2. 


[Kumbhakaran said to Ravana—] ‘Oh you lord (king) of the demon race (nisicara 
naha)! What you have done is not at all good and advisable. Now that the damage has 
already been done, what is the use of your waking me up now at this late stage (for 
nothing can be done now by me to rectify the grave mistakes committed by you)'? (1) 


But still I would like to advise you that it is never too late to make amends for one’s 
errors that are committed inadvertently by him due to some reason, while there is still 
time for doing it. So you ought to discard your ego and abandon your haughtiness 
even at this stage, and instead seek your welfare and well-being by worshipping Lord 
Ram and paying your obeisance to him (before the things go out of hand)’. (2) 


[Note—'Kumbhakaran essentially says that if his brother Ravana had woken him up 
earlier for consultation before stealing Sita, which was done to avenge the insult of 
Supernakha by Lord Ram for her pervert behaviour and attempt to corrupt the Lord, 
and which has ended in the start of this devastating war, then Kumbhakaran would 
have surely stopped Ravana from taking this rash action. If he still wanted to avenge 
Supernakha’s insult, some other less dangerous means could have been devised. 

But that chance has been lost now; for the war has already commenced. 
Kumbhakaran laments this and says that it would have been so much better if Ravana 
had woken him earlier before the situation went out of control. 


"However, still there was hope; still something can be done to salvage the situation 
and prevent a calamity from happening. But for this it was obligatory that Ravana 
would have to overcome his ego and stubborn nature; he would have to prepare to 
make compromises; he would have to become polite and amenable. He will have to 
send a hint to Lord Ram that he was ready for a peaceful settlement; that he was ready 
to pay a tribute to end the war. It’s worth it. 

Vibhishan too had advised Ravana in the same way as Kumbhakaran does 
now—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 39; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 40— 
to Chaupai line no. 1 that follow it.] 


z CaM Ast TAA | eh STA À UTA N 3 Ul 
ae dy dif Gres | vere aie a gfe ars uv 


haim dasasisa manuja raghunayaka. jake hanumana sé payaka. 3. 
ahaha bandhu taim kinhi khota'l. prathamahim mohi na sunā'ēhi a’. 4. 


Oh ten-headed Ravana. Can the Lord of the Raghus (i.e. Lord Ram) be an ordinary 
human being if Hanuman serves him and becomes his messenger; is it ever possible 
that Hanuman would serve an ordinary man’? (3) 


Oh my dear brother; you have committed a serious mistake, a grave error, by not 
coming to me earlier and telling me everything. (4) 
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[Note—'To wit, it is not possible that Hanuman would ever serve someone who is an 
ordinary human being. It is because Hanuman is a manifestation of Rudra, the 
eleventh form of Lord Shiva, the Great God and the third Deity of the Trinity. 

Kumbhakaran draws Ravana’s attention to the many stupendous and heroic 
deeds of Hanuman, such as his crossing the ocean, the burning of Lanka, the single- 
handed crushing of a huge demon army, the bringing of the mountain with the herb, 
and so on. Is this the feat of an ordinary monkey? Is Ravana blind not to see what 
stares in his eyes? Say, why would Hanuman, who has such magnificent abilities, ever 
wish to serve a human being? Naturally there is more than what meets the eye. ] 


areg uy fatter ate cae i faa fetta at ae Faw GU 
arte UPA Atte Ta SY eT AS Atle Ga REET S 1 


kinhehu prabhu birodha tehi dévaka. siva biranci sura jake sévaka. 5. 
narada muni mohi gyana jo kaha. kahaté'um tohi samaya nirabaha. 6. 


What a stupid folly have you indulged in by creating animosity with the Lord (Sri 
Ram) who is served (revered, worshipped and adored) by all the gods, including Lord 
Shiva (the concluder of creation and the third god of the Trinity) and Biranchi (i.e. 
Brahma, the creator of this physical world)'. (5) 


I would have enlightened you about the information that sage Narad had given me in 

long time back (if you had told me about your plans earlier), but it is too late for it 
2 

now’. (6) 


[Note—'A similar idea is expressed by others also in Ram Charit Manas. For instance 
(i) Malyawant has advised the same thing to Ravana in Lanka Kand, Doha no. 48-b; 
(ii) the teacher of Kaagbhusund has said the same thing to the latter in Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 106; (iii) Vibhishan too reiterates this thing 
to Ravana in Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 38; (iv) 
Mandodari, Ravana’s wife, has done it in Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 6; (v) and Ravana’s messenger named Suka endorses this view in 
Sundar Kand, Doha no. 56-a. 

To wit, everyone who could muster courage felt that Ravana was committing a 
grave error by being hostile to Lord Ram, and that he would be doing great favour to 
the demon race by apologizing and making amends with the Lord. 


*What was this knowledge that Narad had imparted to Kumbhakaran which he refers 
to here? It is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 
59-65. 

Kumbhakaran told Ravana about this meeting as follows: “I once met sage 
Narad while spending a night in a large city. When I asked the sage from whither he 
was coming, he told me he had been to the court of the gods in heaven. There I heard 
the gods talking about their prayer to Lord Vishnu to help them overcome the horrors 
from which they are suffering due to Ravana’s cruelty. Lord Vishnu has promised 
them that he would personally take charge of the matter, come down to the mortal 
world in the form of Lord Ram, and eliminate their tormentor. Narad then went his 
way. If I had had a chance I would have told you about this meeting and warned you, 
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but unfortunately that chance was missed, perhaps because the Lord did not wish to 
alert you, so he prevailed upon my mind and made me forget it.” 

We have read earlier that Vibhishan has also told Ravana about the impending 
doom as soon as he was informed about it by a messenger of sage Pulastya—apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 39-b.] 


aa UR ste Ye ae ae i crest gaa aaa A STE 9 UI 
AA ma ANSE CAT | SLaT ATS ATT TT AST Ho N 


aba bhari anka bhentu mohi bha'l. locana suphala karaum maim ja’. 7. 
syama gata sarasiruha locana. dékhaum ja'i tapa traya mocana. 8. 


But anyway, whatever has happened has happened for good (for Lord Ram is so 
merciful and kind and compassionate that it certainly cannot be otherwise). 

[And what is this ‘good’? It is this—] Now embrace me affectionately and 
bless me, for now I shall go and feel blessed by seeing the beauteous form of Lord 
Ram (which will be an excellent reward for my eyes and their ability to see)’. (7) 


[What will I see that would make me feel so blessed and fortunate?] I shall go and 
see, to my heart’s content, the divine form of the Lord that has a dark complexion and 
lotus-like eyes; it is a holy form that grants liberation and deliverance from all the 
three torments that are associated with this mundane gross world; it is form that 
eliminates all the sufferings from which a creature suffers interminably in this 
world’.’ (8) 


[Note—'Wonderful indeed! Kumbhakaran embraces his dear brother Ravana to bid 
him good-bye, and to thank him for not forgetting to remember him when the time 
came for the deliverance of the souls of the members of the demon race. He heartily 
thanked Ravana for waking him up so that he does not miss the bus by not being able 
to avail of this golden chance of attaining freedom from the ignominy of having a 
demon body, as well as attaining an eternal form of life as compared to a mortal one 
that he has at present. 

Let’s elaborate this a bit more. The body of a creature is mortal and 
perishable; it takes a birth and dies. Any thing that has a beginning (birth) and an end 
(death) does not come within the definition of being eternal; it is mortal with a limited 
span of life. The soul of the creature, called his Atma, is his ‘true self’, and it is pure 
consciousness, which is an eternal entity, as opposed to his body which is gross and 
mortal. 

As long as this Atma lives inside the body and thinks, though erroneously, that 
the body is its identity, the creature remains mortal and gross. But when the Atma of a 
creature overcomes this ignorance and finds freedom from this delusion, it realizes 
that its true nature is eternal and pure consciousness. When this enlightenment dawns 
inside the creature, he is said to be self-realised. He also realizes that his Atma is but a 
microcosmic form of the cosmic Atma, the cosmic Consciousness that is known as the 
Parmatma, the Supreme Atma, the Supreme Being. This Atma transcends the 
limitations of time and space; it is an eternal and universal entity. 

Hence, when a chance is afforded to a wise, enlightened and self-realised 
person to discard his mortal, gross and perishable body, and give his Atma the chance 
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to attain eternity by escaping from the body, to fly out of it like a freed bird escaping 
from its cage into the broad wide space of the sky beyond, never to return to the cage 
and get trapped again, the lucky person who gets a chance to voluntarily shed his 
body and let his Atma emerge from it to find eternal freedom from this bondage 
would profusely thank his stars and feel ecstatic, exuberant and exhilarated. 

This fortunate person would especially thank, feel highly grateful and obliged 
to someone who makes this exalted destiny possible for him. So therefore, 
Kumbhakaran now thanks and feels highly grateful to his brother Ravana for giving 
him this chance; he expresses his happiness by affectionately embracing Ravana and 
telling him that he will forever remain thankful to him for letting him “have the rare 
reward of possessing eyes and their ability to see by being able to look at the divine 
form of Lord Ram from so close quarters”. 

Now, come to think of it. Kumbhakaran knew very well that he is going to die 
soon, but still he feels so happy. Well, he was not going to die an ordinary death that 
would keep his soul trapped in the cycle of birth and death—for that would have been 
a matter of concern, and certainly nothing to rejoice. But he was going to gain an 
eternal life, to become immortal, to attain emancipation and salvation, to enjoy the 
fruit of beatitude and felicity. 

Kumbhakaran was to meet the Supreme Being personally in the form of Lord 
Ram; he was to offer his gross evil body of a demon as a sacrifice to ensure liberation 
and deliverance of his pure and sinless Atma that was unfortunately trapped in it. So 
then, there was no cause for any regret; such a death was not dying, but it was the 
stepping stone to an eternal life. 

Remember the sacred words of the Holy Bible when it is said: “I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live. And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” {Holy Bible, New 
Testament, St. John, Chapter 11, verse nos. 25-26.} 

And once again, a creature who has faith in the Lord, who believes in the 
mercy of the Lord, who decides to go and face the Lord, who mentally surrenders 
before him, is blessed by the Lord never to perish for he grants them eternal life. Has 
it not been said in the Holy Bible that “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me. And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” {Holy Bible, New Testament, St. 
John, Chapter 10, verse nos. 27-28.} 

So, Kumbhakaran was indeed very fortunate and privileged that he had this 
wisdom inspite of being a demon. And Lord Ram, who is omniscient and all- 
knowing, duly appreciated his sentiments and inner thoughts—for at the time of 
Kumbhakaran’s death his Atma emerged from his gross body in the form of a brilliant 
shaft of light and was welcomed by Lord Ram who allowed it enter his own body and 
become one with his own self. Indeed, forsooth, truly and without gainsay, what an 
excellent form of death did Kumbhakaran have—for he merged with the Supreme 
Being to become one with him! 

Well, well, my dear readers—who says that Kumbhakaran was ‘killed’? No he 
wasn’t killed; he was rather granted an exalted existence by being one with the 
Supreme Being, by being one like him. Come to think of it: even great sages, hermits 
and ascetics yearn for it, but it eludes them; but it was so easily available to the so- 
called sinful demon Kumbhakaran. 

One very important point, from the spiritual perspective, is proved by it. Lord 
God does not care of what kind of body a creature has; the Lord is only concerned by 
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the purity of the inner thoughts of the creature and the readiness of his soul to 
embrace the Lord. 


“The three ‘Traitaaps’, or the three types of sufferings that torment a creature in this 
world, are the following: Adhibhautik = related to the physical world; Adhidaivik = 
related to opposed stars and gods; and Adhyatmik = related to spiritual aspects. 

When Marich went to Lord Ram’s hermitage in the form of a golden deer so 
that he could entice the Lord to come after him in order to catch him when requested 
to do so by Sita, because she wished to keep this strange deer as a pet, Marich felt 
overjoyed that he would get a rare privilege, which was an honour and a spiritual 
reward, of repeatedly glancing at the divine form of Lord Ram as the Lord pursued 
him from behind, trying to overcome and catch him. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Doha no. 26 along with Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede it.}] 


to, THRO Gd WH VAS BA Ue | 
Tart ans aife qe Ae ste AST AAR G3 N 
doh. 


rama rupa guna sumirata magana bhaya'u chana ēka. 
ravana māgē'u koti ghata mada aru mahisa anéka. 63. 


Kumbhakaran was overcome with a surge of emotions as he remembered the divine 
glories and virtues of Lord Ram; he closed his eyes and remained silent for a 
moment’. 

Recovering himself from his spiritual reverie that for a moment had lifted his 
soul to a transcendental plane of existence where one feels the nectar of profound 
bliss and ecstasy overflowing in his inner-self, Kumbhakaran regained his composure 
after a while, reverting back to the physical world. He asked Ravana to provide him 
with multiple jars of wine and hordes of buffaloes (to make a hearty meal before he 
sallies out of the fort to take on the enemy)’. (Doha no. 63) 


[Note—'Kumbhakaran was immersed in a sea of bliss when he realized that his final 
chance to attain liberation and deliverance of his soul has arrived. As has been said 
earlier, he was actually practicing Yoga Nidra, a meditative form of sleep wherein the 
physical gross body appears to be sleeping but the creature remains awake internally 
at the subtle level of existence and practices meditation. Kumbhakaran felt that his 
meditation has borne him its due rewards; that now his dream of attaining freedom 
from the gross body of a demon will be fulfilled. 

From a spiritual point of view, he closed his eyes for a while and drew in a 
deep breath to enjoy a blissful state of transcendental existence. From a worldly point 
of view, he braced himself for the horrors that he would face soon in the battle-field, 
and harden himself and firm his resolve to face bravely the pain of certain death like a 
true warrior. 


“Once again, from the spiritual point of view, he was finishing his symbolic fire 
sacrifice by making the last offerings to the Pran, the presiding deity residing in his 
body that represent the vital winds that keep the body alive and active, by offering it 
the buffalo and wine that he requested. When a fire sacrifice was done, such offerings 
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were normal at the end of the ritual. This concept has been described earlier in detail 
as a note to Doha no. 62 herein above. 

But from the worldly perspective, he was eating and drinking and refreshing 
himself before going out to the battle front. ] 


do, aR wars aft afer ort iret aerated GAT 2 N 
Svar gde oT bate ot ahs St ATH R i 


caupa’. 


mahisa kha'i kari madira pana. garja bajraghata samana. 1. 
kumbhakarana durmada rana ranga. cala durga taji sēna na sanga. 2. 


After having eaten the buffaloes and drunken wine, Kumbhakaran roared with a 
thunderous noise resembling a clap of thunderbolt’. (1) 


Kumbhakaran was intoxicated with the will to fight, and was enthused with dare 
devilry. He sallied out of the fort of Lanka, leaving for the battle-field alone, not even 
bothering to take his army of demon warriors with him in his rash excitement”. (2) 


[Note—'Kumbhakaran perhaps belched loudly after a hearty meal, and it produced a 
thunder-like noise. The wine prepared him for the battle as it helped him to become so 
excessively intoxicated that all the fears and doubts that he may have had were 
overcome, and so were all his inhibitions and reservations, making him rash and bold. 

Remember: He was certain of his death; and if a person is sure that he is 
walking to his own death he needs a lot of self-control and motivation to push him 
forward. Wine was a sure-shot formula that dulled his mind and suppressed his 
wisdom. Kumbhakaran willingly used this formula because he was not sure of 
himself; he thought that may be at the last moment he might stop fighting and 
surrender himself to Lord Ram just like the way Vibhishan had done. That was 
something he would not prefer, for that would mean his soul will not be freed from 
the cage of a demon-body in which it is trapped. Kumbhakaran wanted to attain 
emancipation and salvation, and what better chance will he ever get in life if he 
missed this present golden opportunity of having Lord Ram kill his body by piercing 
it with his arrows, thereby allowing his soul, his Atma, to escape from this cage like a 
freed bird. 

Even Baali, the monkey king and brother of Sugriv, had preferred to die this 
way—to die before Lord Ram, to die while seeing the divine form of the Lord: 
apropos—Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-5 and Chanda 
line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 10. 

Earlier we read that the vulture Jatau has said the same thing at the time of his 
death: apropos—Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede 
Doha no. 31. 

So therefore, Kumbhakaran drank gallons of wine and ate tonnes of buffalo 
meat to get sufficiently intoxicated and energized to valiantly face the horrors of the 
battle, as well as to avoid becoming emotional and come under the influence of the 
weakness of his heart at the last moment when he sees Lord Ram face-to-face. He did 
not want to live; he wished to die with Lord Ram standing before him—first with the 
objective of attaining deliverance of his soul, second with the objective of receiving 
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Lord Ram’s grace and blessings that are bound to come to him unasked for, and third 
with the objective of dying like a warrior who would gladly embrace martyrdom 
rather than surrender timidly before his enemy. 


*Kumbhakaran left the fort of Lanka and walked cheerfully to the battle-field all 
alone. He was not afraid of anything as he knew that he was brave and strong and 
competent enough to tackle all worldly enemies and armies, and he was not afraid of 
death either as he knew that the so-called impending ‘death’ was limited to his gross 
physical body which he knew is destined to die one day or the other, because the body 
of a living being is mortal and perishable like the world in which it lives; he also 
knew that this so-called death is actually a chance for his soul, his Atma that is his 
pure conscious ‘true self’, to attain eternal freedom from the cage of a demon body in 
which it is trapped at the moment. 

Hence, it was a moment to rejoice and welcome, and not something to be 
afraid of or regret about. So why should he need the support of any army; why should 
he let the world think that he was a timid demon who was afraid to face his enemy— 
because for Kumbhakaran Lord Ram was not an enemy but a redeemer of his soul. 
Kumbhakaran rather thanked his stars that he has got this opportunity to see the Lord 
up close, and this thought made him so elated and ecstatic and exhilarated that he did 
not care who is with him or not with him. 

Besides this, there was one more thought in Kumbhakaran’s mind. He was 
certain that death would come to him that day, and that he was willingly and 
cheerfully embracing this death because it would free him from the cycle of birth and 
death, and provide him with the chance to attain eternal life—because it would not be 
an ordinary death, it would be a blessing-in-disguise for him as it would be granted by 
the Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram himself. But not all demons thought that 
way; not all demons had this eclectic wisdom; not all demons were willing to offer 
their mortal body to attain eternity for their soul. So why should he drag reluctant 
fellow creatures to the sacrificial fire pit symbolized by the battle-field against their 
free will? 

Spiritual path is a path that ought to be chosen voluntarily and out of one’s 
free will, and not under any kind of duress, for then its sublime purpose is lost. 
Therefore, forcing the demon warriors to jump in the fire pit of death if they were 
unwilling to do so would be tantamount to committing sin from the viewpoint of 
Kumbhakaran because he had different views of death as compared to the ordinary 
demons—for he had the good fortune of being wise, enlightened and self-realised 
enough to understand that this ‘death’ is actually liberating for his soul, something 
others might not have, something others might not think. 

So Kumbhakaran thought: why should he force other demons to join him in 
battle to die, as this would be like forcing them to commit suicide, and this would 
taint his Atma during the last moments of his worldly existence when he was on the 
threshold of attaining eternal deliverance? Why should he commit avoidable sin? He 
wisely concluded therefore that he should not do anything that would act as an 
unwanted impediment to his deliverance, emancipation and salvation at the last 
moment. 

Of course from the worldly point of view it seems that he did not bother if the 
demon army was following him or not as he was very intoxicated with gallons of 
wine inside him, but if we delve deeper into the thought processes of Kumbhakaran 
we would conclude that he had other thoughts in his mind as outlined herein above 
when he decided to go it alone in the day’s battle with Lord Ram. ] 
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dha faved amt sta ats ae Ft AT GATS 1-3 N 
se Sars Seat Ae cra aA we ATT AT TAT HY I 


dekhi bibhisanu agém aya'u. paré'u carana nija nama sunaya'u. 3. 


When Vibhishan saw Kumbhakaran coming to the battle-field, he came forward to 
meet the latter. Vibhishan paid his respects to him by falling at his feet (i.e. by 
prostrating before him) and introducing himself by name’. (3) 


He (Kumbhakaran) lifted his younger brother (Vibhishan) and clasped him to his 
bosom. Realising that Vibhishan was a devotee of Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram), 
Kumbhakaran liked him very much; he felt very glad in his heart while embracing 
Vibhishan’. (4) 


[Note—'Kumbhakaran had got so excessively drunk and intoxicated that he could not 
recognize Vibhishan when the latter came to bow before him. So Vibhishan had to tell 
him who he was by identifying himself by his name. 


*Kumbhakaran was happy that at least one member of his family was pious and 
devoted to the Lord. This would ensure that the family blood would continue to the 
next generation; that the name of his family would not be obliterated for all times to 
come because of the recklessness and madness of his elder brother Ravana. 

We shall read in the verses that follow herein below that Kumbhakaran would 
bless Vibhishan and tell him that he has taken the right decision of surrendering 
himself to Lord Ram. ] 


We Med Teast AR ANT | Hed Ua fea Aa AT & I 
afe Tent tqufa of sas | aha a Wey A TTS N G N 


tata lata ravana mohi mara. kahata parama hita mantra bicara. 5. l 
téhim galani raghupati pahir aya'um. dēkhi dīna prabhu kē mana bhāya'um. 
6. 


Vibhishan explained his position and why he left the family by saying, ‘My dear 
brother (tāta)! Ravana had kicked me even though I was telling him something that I 
had thought over and decided was the best for him'. (5) 


I felt very sad and humiliated with this treatment; it was because of it that I was filled 
with remorse and decided to come to Lord Ram’. Fortunately for me, the Lord liked 
me and welcomed me when he realized that I was sad, miserable and unfairly 
treated*.’ (6) 
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[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 39; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 40— 
to Chaupai line no. 6 that precede Doha no. 41. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 41. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 45 along with Chaupai line nos. 7- 
8 that precede it, and Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that follow it.] 


Ol Ua was wictae Tet 1a foe a ota wey ATEA N O 11 
rg ad at fastest | wag aa Ret Sot ATC N 
ay Ga A HlS SANT | UST WA ATT TSA ALT S tl 


sunu suta bhaya'u kalabasa ravana. so ki mana aba parama sikhavana. 7. 
dhan'ya dhan'ya taim dhan'ya bibhisana. bhayahu tata nisicara kula bhusana. 
8. 

bandhu bansa taim kinha ujagara. bhajēhu rama sobha sukha sagara. 9. 


Kumbhakaran affectionately replied, ‘Listen my son (sunu suta)'! Ravana is under 
the influence of Kaal (death), and so would he ever listen to any advice to the 
contrary, no matter how good and sincere it may be’? (7) 


Vibhishan, you are very lucky, you are very fortunate, and I repeat it that you are 
extremely lucky and exceptionally fortunate. Verily indeed, you are like a jewel in the 
family, as well as in the race of the demons. (8) 


My dear brother, you have brought great glory and honour to our clan and to our 
family name—that inspite of being born as a demon you had the wisdom and the 
foresight to devote yourself to Lord Ram, to adore the Lord and worship him. 

Go, be devoted to Lord Ram, and worship him who is an embodiment of all 
good virtues and glories’! (9) 


[Note—'One must note how Kumbhakaran addresses Vibhishan; he calls him a “son”. 
It is an extremely endearing way in which Kumbhakaran addresses his younger 
brother, hinting to the latter clearly that he was full of appreciation for his decision to 
leave Lanka and take refuge with Lord Ram. 

Further, Kumbhakaran hinted to Vibhishan that he was fighting this battle as it 
was his worldly duty and moral obligation to do so on behalf of Ravana as the latter 
was the king of the demon race and head of the family, and therefore his orders had to 
be carried out; but personally he (Kumbhakaran) was against it and he fully endorsed 
Vibhishan’s approach. 

An honourable man is one who does his duty, no matter what it is, with full 
diligence and to the best of his abilities. So Kumbhakaran silently told Vibhishan that 
he would fight with everyone who comes to face him, and this would include 
Vibhishan if he steps forward to engage him in a duel. But let Vibhishan know and be 
assured that there is no ill-will in Kumbhakaran’s heart against him; that he blesses 
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Vibhishan with the best in life and a great future like he would have blessed his own 


c 2 


son . 


°To wit, Ravana’s end has come. He is in the grip of Kaal, the god of death. This 
being the case, he will never pay heed to anything that could save him from death, as 
it is now his fate, as it is destined to happen that way, and it cannot be otherwise 
because it is the decree of his destiny. 


3To wit, my dear son and brother, I truly salute you for it. I laud you; I thank you; I 
honour you; I love you; and I am proud of you. God bless you with all the blessings in 
this world. I am so happy that at least one of us had the wisdom and the prudence to 
abandon sins and vices, and instead live a quiet life of piety, holiness and purity, a life 
dedicated to the Lord, a life of devotion and worshipping of the Lord, a life away 
from sin, evil and perversion. 

You are praise-worthy. I hereby grant you permission to be devoted to Lord 
Ram who is a personified form of the Supreme Being. Both I and Ravana are your 
elder brothers, so now you have the permission of one of them to pursue your spiritual 
path with diligence. Go; find peace and happiness in your life. Remember: You have 
my full and heart-felt blessings. ] 


Glo, TAT HU WA He chat g WA TAT 
Wig 7 Frat ot Gar AE was Hepes ATI g% N 
doha. 


bacana karma mana kapata taji bhajehu rama ranadhira. 
jahu na nija para sujha mohi bhaya'um kalabasa bira. 64. 


Worship and be devoted to Lord Ram, who is a resolute warrior in the battle-field’, 
with your words, your deeds and your thoughts. [To wit, serve the Lord diligently to 
the best of your abilities; employ all your means to serve him.] 

But go away now, for I have become virtually blind under the influence of my 
own Kaal (death), and I am unable to distinguish between a friend and an enemy”.’ 
(Doha no. 64) 


[Note—'The word “ranadhira” that is used in the text can be applied to Lord Ram as 
well as to Vibhishan. If it is applied to Vibhishan, then the 1“ line of the Doha would 
read as follows: “Oh my brother who is firm and steady in the battle-field. I advise 
you to be fully devoted to Lord Ram, and employ all the means at your command, 
such as your words, deeds and thoughts, to keep serving him.” 

Howbeit, if it is applied to Lord Ram, then the version given above in the main 
text will hold good. This author personally feels, though, that the interpretation as 
given in the paragraph above of this note is nearer to the spirit of the interview 
between Kumbhkaran and Vibhishan. But at the same time, the word can also be 
applied to Lord Ram equally well because immediately Kumbhakaran engages in a 
battle with the Lord who firmly stands his ground inspite of the demon’s ruthless and 
brutal charge at him, and finally bringing Kumbhakaran down after a ferocious battle. 
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*Kumbhakaran tells Vibhishan to go away because all eyes were riveted on them; all 
the demons and the monkeys were closely watching their meeting. They were 
supposed to be rivals; so Kumbhakaran thought that if Vibhishan lingered any longer 
than needed, then his new friends in Lord Ram’s camp, the monkey and bear chiefs, 
would immediately become suspicious of him and his intentions. They will think he 
was plotting something against them. Then there were fair chances that they would go 
and poison Lord Ram’s ears against Vibhishan; perhaps even point out to the Lord 
their meeting at a distance. Though Kumbhakaran was sure that Lord Ram would not 
so easily to be misled against Vibhishan, yet it was the time of war, and during such 
times even a harmless incident can prove fatal and arouse suspicions, as nerves are on 
edges, and trust and faith and friendship become very fragile and the first victims of 
suspicion and doubt. 

So therefore, it was not good for Vibhishan to stay near Kumbhakaran any 
longer; rather it was dangerous for him. Vibhishan got the hint, for we read in the 
verses that follow herein below that he immediately went and informed Lord Ram of 
Kumbhakaran’s arrival in the battle-field. It was certainly a very wise move by 
Vibhishan because it prevented the seed of doubt and suspicion from germinating in 
the minds of the monkeys and bears. | 


do, Se oe a wer faster | stars we Feit AA ug i 
ATA WENT ANT | hR Saa TAT Ut 2 N 
caupa’. 


bandhu bacana suni cala bibhisana. aya'u jaham trailōka bibhiisana. 1. 
natha bhudharakara sarira. kumbhakarana avata ranadhira. 2. 


Hearing the words of his brother (Kumbhakaran), Vibhishan left him immediately and 
came to the place where Lord Ram, the jewel of the whole world consisting of three 
divisions (trailoka bibhUsana) was present. [To wit, after meeting his brother and 
paying his respects to him, Vibhishan came back to Lord Ram’s place.]' (1) 


On reaching Lord Ram, Vibhishan reported, ‘Oh Lord! The mighty Kumbhakaran 
who has a colossus body resembling a living mountain, and who is very resolute and 
firm in battle, is coming to the battle-field.’ (2) 


[Note—'When the news arrived that Kumbhakaran has emerged from the gates of the 
fort of Lanka, Vibhishan went to meet him. He was with Lord Ram at that time like 
other senior commanders of the Lord’s army, and so naturally it follows that he had 
the Lord’s permission to go and meet Kumbhakaran. Even if it is argued that there is 
no proof that Vibhishan was by the side of Lord Ram when Kumbhakaran stepped 
into the battle-field, but it certainly Vibhishan would not dare to take the bold step of 
going to meet his elder brother without the Lord’s explicit permission, as it would not 
be taken lightly by his fellow commanders in the Lord’s army who were always 
suspicious of him and doubtful of his intentions because he was Ravana’s brother; 
besides this, it would be tantamount to breach of discipline and against probity for 
him to openly go and meet someone from the side of the Lord’s enemy. 

So therefore, Vibhishan had gone to meet Kumbhakaran with the full 
knowledge of Lord Ram. 


4206 


As to why he came directly to the Lord immediately after meeting his elder 
brother, this has already been explained in a note to Doha no. 64 herein above. 
Remember: Kumbhakaran has explicitly told him to go away, but he implicitly meant 
to tell Vibhishan that he should go to Lord Ram and report to him that Kumbhakaran 
is coming his way. ] 


Tat Hire GT Me AMT | feactienens MT IAAT It 3 N 
feu garg faeu are yet | Heels SNS A HAT ¥ Ul 


étana kapinha suna jaba kana. kilakila'i dhā'ē balavana. 3. 
li'é utha'i bitapa aru bhudhara. katakata'i darahim ta Upara. 4. 


As soon as the brave monkey (and bear) warriors heard this (and received a signal 
from Lord Ram, their supreme commander), they rushed forward with a shrill cry and 
a sharp yell. (3) 


They picked up huge boulders and large trees, and dumped them violently upon him 
(Kumbhakaran). (4) 


af ai Prt feat Wert iè ara HT Wee Uh INT I 
TN A A sl Sea a ere | Par ast atch Hers HT AAT Ul S I 


kōti koti giri sikhara prahara. karahim bhalu kapi ēka ēka bara. 5. 
muryō na manu tanu taryo na taryo. jimi gaja arka phalani kō maryo. 6. 


The monkeys and bears simultaneously hurled countless rocks that were as large as 
summits of mountains upon him, and such attacks were repeated in quick succession. 


(5) 


But none of them had any effect on Kumbhakaran, for he remained firm on his ground 
and stuck to his position, neither feeling intimidated internally in his heart and mind, 
nor showing any external sign of fear or alarm by turning back in the same way as 
hurling fruits of the swallow wort plant (Calotrapis Gigantea; “arka phala”) makes 
no effect on a mighty elephant (i.e. the elephant is not at all hurt or distracted in any 
way if someone hurls fruits of the swallow wort plant on it)’. (6) 


[Note—'Kumbhakaran was not deterred or distracted in the least by the ferocity of the 
attack by the monkeys and bears. He not only stood his ground, but even moved 
ahead fearlessly and relentlessly as if nothing bothered him, bludgeoning his way 
through the rank and file of the monkey army like a gigantic battle-ram, crushing 
some underfoot and devouring others whom he grabbed and squeezed tight in his 
hands before tucking them in his cave-like mouth—apropos: Chaupai line nos. 2-5 
that precedes Doha no. 67 herein below. 
We read about a similar attack by the monkeys in Valmiki’s Ramayan, in its 

Lanka Kand, Canto 66, verse nos. 10-11.] 
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aa Wedded Ase Sa | Tea ents sate Far FA U9 N 
UP sto aes ANS SAAT | et eT UNS TAT UN 2 


taba marutasuta muthika han'yo. paryo dharani byakula sira dhun'yo. 7. 
puni uthi tehim mare'u hanumanta. ghurmita bhutala pare'u turanta. 8. 


Observing the predicament of his companions, the son of the wind god (i.e. Hanuman) 
stepped in the fray; he punched Kumbhakaran with his clenched fists so ferociously 
that the demon couldn’t bear the force of it and fell down on the ground quite 
agitated, beating his head in frustration and annoyance’. (7) 


Not to be outwitted, he (Kumbhakaran) gathered courage and got up, and then 
retaliated by hitting Hanuman viciously. This hit made Hanuman swoon and fall to 
the ground immediately”. (8) 


[Note—'Kumbhakaran was so confident of his own strength and invincibility that he 
had never, even in his wildest of dreams, imagined that someone would dare to hit 
him so powerfully and with such a mighty force that he would swoon and fall down 
under its impact. So when Hanuman posted a clenched fistful on him, Kumbhakaran 
was for a shock of his life; he was stunned and confounded that it would actually 
come to happen one day to him. He beat his head in disgust and to curse himself that 
he wasn’t prepared for this eventuality; that he had not taken due precautions and kept 
himself alert when he saw Hanuman approaching him menacingly. Kumbhakaran 
swore to himself that if he had been a little more careful, this wouldn’t have 
happened. 


*Both Hanuman and Kumbhakaran were mighty warriors of unmatched valour. 
Hanuman first punched and fell his opponent Kumbhakaran, and then the latter got up 
and hit back, felling the former. This description of the duel makes it look very 
natural and as likely to have actually happened, and lends a sense of reality and 
earthiness, a sort of worldliness to a war that otherwise appears to be a fable right out 
of a fantasy tale. ] 


Uf ver ates stat cert ae ae uefa uefa ve eran eu 
Set ae St Was | aR sta APs A ATS TARTS Il Qo N 


puni nala nilahi avani pacharési. jaham taham pataki pataki bhata darési. 9. 
call balimukha séna para’. ati bhaya trasita na kō'u samuha’. 10. 


Being outraged by Hanuman’s dare devilry, he (Kumbhakaran) lost his cool and went 
on the offensive. Lunging forward angrily, he grabbed Nala and Neela (the other two 
great monkey warriors accompanying Hanuman) and dashed them violently on the 
ground; then he grabbed any of the monkey or bear warriors whom he managed to lay 
his hand on, and dashed them to the ground in a similar fashion, here and there 
wherever he could. (9) 
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The result was that the army of monkeys and bears started beating a hasty retreat; they 
were so terrified that none gathered courage to stand his ground and retaliate’. (10) 


[Note—'When Kumbhakaran showed his true wrath, the army of monkeys and bears 
scattered like dry leaves scattering under a powerful storm; they fell under his 
onslaught like nine pins crumbling en-masse. There was utter chaos in the army, and 
no monkey or bear warrior dared to look back as they scampered to safety. ] 


alo, stati aft qefed aft aaa ater | 
are ate aftr ae ae Aa get AAN gY N 
doha. 


angadadi kapi muruchita kari saméta sugriva. 
kamkha dabi kapiraja kahum cala amita bala sinva. 65. 


Kumbhakaran made Angad, Sugriv and other monkey warriors faint and fall down. 
Then he (Kumbhakaran), who was endowed with stupendous valour, might 

and strength, grabbed the unconscious Sugriv, the king of the monkeys, and tucked 

him under his arms (in his arm-pit) as he moved on in the battle-field’. (Doha no. 65) 


[Note—'A question here arises: How could Kumbhakaran take away Sugriv cocked 
under his arms when Hanuman, the bravest of the monkey warriors, was present in the 
battle-field; why did Hanuman not intervene and free Sugriv; why did he not stop 
Kumbhakaran from grabbing an unconscious Sugriv and take him away 
unchallenged? 

The answer is simple, and it is this: Hanuman was already unconscious and 
lying on the battle ground—apropos: Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes this Doha. So 
obviously he couldn’t intervene to help any of his friends who bore the brunt of 
Kumbhakaran’s ire. 

We shall also read about it in Chaupai line no. 4 that follows Doha no. 65 
herein below where it is said that as soon as Hanuman regained his consciousness he 
began searching for Sugriv. This clearly means that when Kumbhakaran had tucked 
Sugriv under his arm-pit, Hanuman was unconscious and unaware of anything. 

The other question is this: Why did Kumbhakaran select Sugriv instead of 
Angad to be taken as a hostage? The answer is this: Angad’s father Baali had 
humiliated Ravana in some time in the past by tucking him under his arm (apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 24). So Kumbhakaran wanted to settle 
scores; he thought to himself thus: “Baali had carried off my brother Ravana under his 
arms, so I will now carry Baali’s brother Sugriv to square the old pending account.” 

Another reason is this: Sugriv was not only the king of the monkey race but 
also the chief commander of Lord Ram’s army, as well as the Lord’s chief advisor. 
Sugriv’s capture would demoralize the rank and file of the monkey army, and would 
also make Lord Ram feel despondent and worried. The news that other brave warriors 
were already lying unconscious would aggravate the sense of loss and hopelessness 
amongst the Lord’s warriors. 

Remember: It was war-time, and during such times any small thing that could 
act as a demoralizing factor for the enemy was welcome. So therefore, thought 
Kumbhakaran, such small steps would go a long way to help his brother Ravana 
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during the course of the war. If the monkey army felt that their king Sugriv was dead, 
if Lord Ram got the impression that Sugriv was no more, he and his brother Laxman 
would be rudely shaken; and with them losing hope of victory, Ravana would have 
won the war in a symbolic way. This view is endorsed in Valmiki’s Ramayan, Lanka 
Kand, Canto 67, verse no. 71.] 
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uma karata raghupati naralila. khelata garura jimi ahigana mila. 1. 
bhrkuti bhanga jo kalahi kha'l. tahi ki sōha'i aisi larā'. 2. 
jaga pavani kirati bistarihahim. gā'i ga'i bhavanidhi nara tarihahim. 3. 


[Lord Shiva, the primary narrator of this magnificent Story, continued with his 
narration and told his consort goddess Parvati, whose other name was Uma, as 
follows—] 


‘Oh Uma! Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) is playing around in the battle-field sportily 
with the demons like an ordinary human being would just like Garud, the celestial 
mount of Lord Vishnu, would play around with serpents’. (1) 


Verily indeed, does this kind of (cat-and-mouse; seesaw) war that Lord Ram is 
engaged in with the demons behooves the Lord who can exterminate even Kaal (the 
deity of death; the deity of time and age) by merely raising his eyebrows against the 
latter? [Surely not; but he acts in the way he does for the following reason:- ] (2) 


Surely he does it (i.e. he fights a war like an ordinary human would do in this world) 
so as to leave behind a legendary Story that would help to spread and establish his 
glories and fame in the world for generations to come when they are read, listened to 
and recited. This would purify the world and the heart of the Lord’s devotees who will 
find an easy means to cross over this symbolic ocean of mortal existence to reach its 
other shore to attain deliverance and bliss by singing and narrating this magnificent 
Story of the Lord’s wondrous deeds (that defy logic and explanation)”. (3) 


[Note—'To wit, though Lord Ram is the Supreme Being in his primary form, because 
his true form is Lord Vishnu, the cosmic Lord of the universe, yet he acts like an 
ordinary human being while being engaged in a war with the demons. The Lord could 
have exterminated the demons by his mere desire, but still he goes through the act of 
waging a war, and suffering setbacks and making gains in it, just like a human knight 
would have done. But one must not be misled by this adventure to doubt the Lord’s 
supremacy. 

Why then did he act in such an ordinary way? This question is answered in 
verse no. 3 here—it was to give the world a magnificent story which the people would 
be able to easily relate to and understand, a story that would be so wonderful and 
fascinating that it would be read and repeated over and over for generations to come, 
providing a simple means to ordinary people to remember the Lord and sing his 
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glories in a way that would be charming, interesting and enjoyable for them, a story 
that would capture their imagination and keep them enthralled. 

Garud is an inveterate enemy of serpents; he gobbles up the most poisonous of 
snakes easily. But if we read that Garud had been surrounded by serpents and fought a 
seesaw, pitched battle with them, sometimes chasing them away and at other times 
being chased by them, at one moment gaining an upper hand on them and at other 
moment seeming to lose ground to them, then this would be very interesting for the 
reader. 

And just like Garud merely playing around with the serpents for his own joy 
and entertainment, for he could have easily devoured them if he had so wanted, Lord 
Ram too plays with the demons just for the fun of it, for had the Lord wanted to 
eliminate them then he could have done it even without a war, for Lord Ram is the 
Lord of Death; he is the Lord who controls death and destiny of all living beings. 


"Here is the clue: If the war of Lanka was not fought, if there was no characters like 
Ravana and Kumbhakaran, how would we have had the Story of the Ramayan, and 
how would the world have known of Lord Ram? There were so many kings in the 
illustrious family of the line of King Raghu; all were great and famed kings and 
righteous rulers in their own rights. Not only them, the world has a rich history of 
great and illustrious kings and emperors whose exploits and virtues have been 
glorified and recorded as histories and biographies by scribes, and sung by bards 
down the centuries. But they are not regarded as manifestations of the Supreme 
Being. Therein lies the wonder and glory of the Story of Ramayan. 

Had the Supreme Being brought to an end the demon race by merely invoking 
the normal Laws of Nature—that everything and everyone that comes to this mortal 
world has to die, that all who have taken a birth must die too when their time comes— 
the end of the cruel demons would have been a natural process and a forgone 
conclusion. But then we won’t have had the ‘Story of the Ramayan’! 

This answers why Lord Ram played around like an ordinary man. This 
glorious and divine Story of the Ramayan has been providing spiritual solace and 
bliss to generations of human beings; it has brought the Supreme Being, who is 
otherwise invisible, without attributes and too abstract to be understood by an 
ordinary man, within his reach. The Story of the Ramayan evokes devotion and love 
for the Lord God; it generates affectionate emotions and sentiments that are conducive 
to spiritual elevation and bliss; it brings the Lord God so much the nearer to his 
devotee. 

If nothing else then at least this Story provokes debates and discussions, it 
keeps the interest to know more about Lord Ram alive by its wondrous episodes, it 
keeps the fire of devotion, faith and belief in the Lord God ignited, it acts as a beckon 
of hope for those forsaken by the world because it tells them that the merciful, 
compassionate and kind Lord Ram is there in an invisible form to help them. 

To wit, it helps in resurrection of a drowning hope for salvation and 
emancipation of the creature. | 
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murucha ga'i marutasuta jaga. sugrivahi taba khojana lāgā. 4. 
sugrivahu kai murucha biti. nibuki gaya'u tehi mrtaka pratiti. 5. 


When his fainting spell ended and Hanuman regained his consciousness, he 
immediately began searching for Sugriv. (4) 


Meanwhile, Sugriv too regained his consciousness, but he pretended to be dead and 
lifeless. So Kumbhakaran carelessly dropped him to the ground (thinking it to be too 
cumbersome to keep him pressed under his arm because he could not use this arm in 
the battle). (5) 


afa car afaent HT INST RTE aes AE STAT HE II 
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katési dasana nasika kana. garaji akasa calé'u tehim jana. 6. 
gahé'u carana gahi bhūmi pachara. ati laghavam uthi puni téhi mara. 7. 
puni aya'u prabhu pahim balavana. jayati jayati jaya krpanidhana. 8. 


Sugriv got up on the sly and bit Kumbhakaran’s nose and ears with his sharp teeth, 
and then made a loud yell as he jumped off towards the sky. It was then that 
Kumbhakaran realized that Sugriv was alive. (6) 


He (Kumbhakaran) grabbed him (Sugiv) by the leg, and pulling him down, he dashed 
the latter on the ground. But Sugriv showed great agility by getting up instantly and 
retaliating by hitting Kumbhakaran back hard. (7) 


After stunning Kumbhakaran for a while with his fierce jab, the brave Sugriv came 
back to Lord Ram, raising a slogan in the Lord’s honour, saying: ‘Hail Lord Ram who 
is an embodiment of mercy, compassion and grace; Glory be to you.’ (8) 


Ale al care fara a fet sate aft Ws AA TAT g M 
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naka kana katé jiyam jani. phira krodha kari bha'i mana glani. 9. 
sahaja bhima puni binu Sruti nasa. dékhata kapi dala upaji trasa. 10. 


When Kumbhakaran got his with together he realized that his ears and nose have been 
bitten off. This infuriated him no end; he was overcome with vehemence and anger, 
feeling ashamed at himself and was overwhelmed with regret (that his carelessness 
has made him look ridiculous)". (9) 


On the one hand he had a colossal body, and added to it was the macabre sight of his 
fearsome face from which the nose and the ears had been yanked off (creating huge 
cave-like cavities on his hideous face from which streams of blood gushed out). This 
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sight was so frightening that it sent chill in the rank and file of the monkey army; they 
were sore scared and extremely terrified by this horrifying view of Kumbhakaran. 


(10) 


[Note—'Kumbhakaran regretted his error of judgment when he dropped Sugriv, 
thinking him to be dead. Had he been a little more careful he could have wrung 
Sugriv tight to squeeze the life out of him like one wrings wet cloth to squeeze water. 
But it was a lost chance. ] 


qo, Wawa wa Tyee A ae aia È ae 
wate on ag we BS E PR ae E I ge I 
doha. 


jaya jaya jaya raghubansa mani dhā'ē kapi dai hūha. 
ēkahi bara tasu para charénhi giri taru juha. 66. 


[When the monkey warriors saw that Hanuman, Sugriv and the rest, whom 
Kumbhakaran had hit so hard that they had all fainted, have regained their 
consciousness and are fighting-fit, they let out a shrill cry of joy and turned back to 
launch a vicious counter-attack on their enemy, the demon Kumbhakaran. ] 


Roaring enthusiastically, and repeatedly cheering and praising the glory of Lord Ram, 
the jewel of the race of king Raghu (raghubansa mani), the monkey hordes rushed 
forward to launch a fresh wave of attack on Kumbhakaran, dumping clusters of huge 
boulders and large trees of varying sizes and shapes on him all at once (almost 
burying him under the rubble). (Doha no. 66) 
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caupa’. 


kumbhakarana rana ranga birud'dha. sanmukha cala kala janu krud'dha. 1. 
kōti kōti kapi dhari dhari kha'l. janu tiri giri guham sama’. 2. 


Kumbhakaran was so intensely infused with the heat of war and greatly maddened 
with the passion to fight to the end that he faced his enemy fearlessly. Brushing aside 
the heaps of rocks and trees that had gathered around him in huge mounds, he was 
seething with anger as he marched against the monkeys and bears like a personified 
form of Kaal, the god of death, himself coming forward to wreak his vengeance upon 
them. (1) 


He grabbed large numbers of monkeys on whom he could lay his hand, and put them 
in his wide-open cavernous mouth, a sight that reminded one of swarms of locusts 
entering a huge cave’. (2) 


4213 


[Note—'Kumbhakaran had a gigantic body; his mouth was exceptionally large and 
cave-like in proportion to his huge body. The monkeys he grabbed and dumped inside 
his mouth did not die; rather they were safe inside it like locusts are inside a cave. 
After entering the mouth these monkeys bit it from the inside, and hastily escaped 
from the many holes in it—like the ears and the nose, and even through the open 
mouth even as Kumbhakaran was busy dumping more monkeys inside it—this will be 
clear in Chaupai line no. 4 herein below. It was like locusts freely entering and 
leaving the cave. 

What a fantastic imagery! Imagine a tall mountain with a deep cave that has a 
large main opening on one of its sides, and many other smaller openings in the form 
of various crevices and fissures on the sides of the mountain that lead to the interior of 
the cave through a network of tunnels and channels. Locusts and other insects freely 
enter and exit thorough these openings; while the main mouth of the cave serves as 
the chief entry-exit route but one would also see thin lines of insects making their way 
inside the cave and then exiting through it by the many tunnels and channels leading 
to the cave from the sides of the mountain. 

The same thing was observed here with respect to the monkeys—the majority 
of them escaped directly through his wide open mouth, the rest jumped out through 
the openings of the ears and nose that led out from the buckle-cavity of the demon’s 
mouth. 

Remember one more thing: Kumbhakaran had grabbed and dumped inside his 
mouth not only the monkeys but also the bears in his mad spree of catching and 
devouring them as will be evident in Chaupai line no. 4 herein below. ] 


calles Te GT GA Hel ARa Hits aera ale Tet ui 3 i 
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kotinha gahi sarira sana marda. kotinha miji milava mahi garda. 3. 
mukha nasa Ssravananhi kim bata. nisari parahirh bhalu kapi thata. 4. 


He (Kumbhakaran) caught hold of multitudes of monkey warriors and crushed them 
either by rubbing them viciously against his own body or squeezing them hard with 
his hands (fingers), before letting them fall to the ground and getting covered with 
dust. (3) 


Meanwhile, large groups of monkeys and bears were seen escaping in droves from his 
cavernous mouth and running away’. (4) 


[Note—'See note appended to verse no. 2 herein above. It is pertinent to note here 
that Kumbhakaran was thrusting large numbers of monkeys and bears inside his 
mouth without tearing them apart with his teeth; he was not chewing or biting them 
before dumping them inside the cavity of the mouth. This is the reason why none of 
them died; they swarmed out of the mouth-cavity as soon as they were inside it. 

Only those unfortunate ones whom he rubbed against his body or squeezed 
with his hand actually died. ] 
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Tae aa Aarna i fara ufate oq ule fares stat n 4 i 
We que aa fete Fhe eet a et Gale AE erg I 


rana mada matta nisacara darpa. bisva grasihi janu éhi bidhi arpa. 5. 
muré subhata saba phirahim na phérée. sujha na nayana sunahim nahim tērē. 
6. 


Kumbhakaran was intoxicated with pride and heated with the passion of war as he 
relentlessly unleashed his destructive wrath on the battle-field as if the Creator has 
offered him a chance and a mandate to devour (exterminate) the world in this way. (5) 


All the great warriors in the monkey and bear army turned their back to the battle- 
field; no amount of cajoling and encouraging words would make them change their 
minds from desisting from battle and countering Kumbhakaran. They could not see 
anything clearly with their eyes, and they would not respond to any call because they 
did not hear properly (as a result of the trauma that they had gone through)’. (6) 


[Note—'The monkeys and bears who managed to escape with their lives were so 
dazed and traumatized by their horrifying experience that they lost the will and 
enthusiasm to fight any more. There was so much confusion and consternation 
amongst their rank and file that for a moment it seemed difficult to control them and 
turn them around; there was complete chaos and panic in the army of Lord Ram.] 


pine ale wars fast Var eg terra att n o 
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kumbhakarana kapi phauja bidari. suni dha’ rajanicara dhari. 7. 
dekhi rama bikala kataka’. ripu anika nana bidhi a’. 8. 


When the demon army heard that Kumbhakaran had scattered the army of monkeys 
and bears, it rushed forward’. (7) 


In the mean time, Lord Ram observed that the situation was alarming as his army was 
in serious trouble, feeling helpless and agitated, and at the same time a large number 
of enemy warriors, the demons, have entered the battle-field’. (8) 


[Note—'We have read earlier in Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 64 that 
Kumbhakaran had gone to the battle-field all alone; he had left the demon army 
behind. The demon warriors were already reeling under the bitter experience of being 
pounded and pummeled by the ferocity of attack by the monkeys and bears that they 
themselves feared facing them again, and so were initially reluctant to accompany 
Kumbhakaran as he stepped out on the battle ground. But when they saw that their 
leader has managed to scatter the enemy and crush it, they became encouraged to 
fight once more. So they gathered their courage and dashed forward. 
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*Lord Ram had been watching the proceedings from his control-and-command camp. 
He observed that his army was in panic and scattered. Now was the time for him to 
step in to save the situation. And this he did as we shall read in the next Doha. ] 


ao. WT qa facies ara dang SA 
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sunu sugriva bibhisana anuja sambharéhu saina. 
maim dékha'um khala bala dalahi bolé rajivanaina. 67. 


The lotus-eyed Lord Ram (rajivanaina) summoned his chief commanders and said, 
‘Listen Sugriv, Vibhishan and Laxman (the Lord’s younger brother). You take charge 
of the army, while I will see if I can tackle this wicked fellow and his wild forces (i.e. 
Kumbhakaran and the demon army)’. (Doha no. 67) 
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kara saranga saji kati bhatha. ari dala dalana calé raghunatha. 1. 
prathama kinhi prabhu dhanusa tamkora. ripu dala badhira bhaya'u suni sora. 
2. 


Arming himself with his famous bow known as ‘Sarang’” that he held in his hand, and 
a quiver full of arrows that was tied to his waist, Lord Raghunath (i.e. Lord Ram) 
went forward to tackle the enemy (Kumbhakaran) and his army. (1) 


The Lord first twanged his mighty bow so loudly that it produced a thunderous sound 
which had the effect of deafening the enemy hordes’. (2) 


[Note—'The ‘Sarang bow’ is held by Lord Vishnu. Since Lord Ram was a 
manifestation of Vishnu, it is said that the bow he held was called ‘Sarang’. 

It is believed that this ‘Sarang bow’ was crafted by Vishwakarma, the engineer 
of the gods, especially for Lord Vishnu, and its original length was 9 feet. According 
to mythological accounts, during the War of the Gods during Sata-yuga, the first era 
of the 4-era celestial cycle of creation and destruction according to Hinduism, a huge 
castor-oil tree was produced. It measured approximately 25 feet. Out of the stem of 
this tree, Vishwakarma devised the following Bows: one bow of 9 feet length for Lord 
Vishnu which was called Sarang, one bow of 7 feet length for Lord Shiva which was 
called Pinak, one bow of 5 feet length for Lord Ram which was called Kodand (or 
Kodanda), one bow of 3 feet length for Arjun of the Pandava race, and it was called 
Gandiva, and the remaining part of the tree tree, measuring 1 foot, was used to make 
the flute of Lord Krishna which was called Vanshi. 

This is why Lord Ram is often addressed as the Lord who holds the Kodand 
bow—1.e. Kodand Ram. He is also called the Lord with the Sarang bow because he 
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was a manifestation of Lord Vishnu—and hence known as ‘Sarang Pani’, i.e. the Lord 
who holds the Sarang bow in his hand. 

Now presently we read here that Lord Ram had held the ‘Sarang bow’, instead 
of his usual ‘Kodand bow’, and its twang had deafened the demons. How and when 
did this Sarang bow of Lord Vishnu come to Lord Ram? 

If we examine Ram Charit Manas it will be abundantly clear that both the 
terms, i.e. ‘Kodand bow’ and ‘Sarang bow’, were used for the same bow held by Lord 
Ram. This will be clear by-and-by when we come to read about the Lord’s battle with 
Ravana. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes 
Doha no. 86.} 

Though it is true that the Sarang bow was crafted for the exclusive use of Lord 
Vishnu, the Supreme Lord of the world, by Vishwakarma, the engineer of the gods, 
during the legendary war between the gods and the demons, and the Kodand bow was 
specially made by him for Lord Ram, but since Lord Ram was none other than Lord 
Vishnu himself in a human form, these two terms for the Lord’s bow were used 
interchangeably. 

So though normally Lord Ram’s bow was referred to as the ‘Kodand bow’, but 
when the time came for the Lord to slay the two great demons, Kumbhakaran and 
Ravana, the term ‘Sarang bow’ is used for the Lord’s bow. This is to indicate that it 
was actually Lord Vishnu in the form of Lord Ram who was fulfilling his words given 
to the gods and mother earth that he would himself eliminate the sinful demons. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 68 with reference to Kumbhakaran; and (ii) Chanda line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 86 with reference to Ravana. } 

Now, a question arises: When, where and from whom did Lord Ram get this 
Sarang bow? This is an interesting question, and if we carefully examine the Story of 
Ram Charit Manas, the answer is found in it, and it is this: The Bow of Lord Vishnu, 
known as Sarang, was handed over to Lord Ram by sage Parashuram at the venue of 
the Lord’s marriage ceremony in Janakpur—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 284. 

It so happened that sage Parashuram was very angry when Lord Ram had 
broken the old bow of Lord Shiva, known as Pinak, to fulfill the vow of king Janak, 
Sita’s father, that he would marry his daughter to anyone who could lift and break the 
bow. It was because sage Parashuram worshipped Lord Shiva, and he felt that 
breaking of the bow had insulted his deity. A heated argument followed, and inspite 
of all his threats and angry outbursts to punish Lord Ram the sage failed to even raise 
his arms against the Lord. This stunned Parashuram as he had a reputation of being 
merciless and unforgiving, and once he decided to punish someone, no one could dare 
to save his victim. So, the sage was mightily astonished at his inability to harm either 
Lord Ram or his younger brother Laxman. Surely, he thought when he calmed down a 
bit, that there must be more to Lord Ram than what meets the eye; he had a subtle 
feeling that Lord Ram was not an ordinary prince but an incarnation of Lord Vishnu. 
To test his hunch, the sage gave the Lord the ‘bow of Lord Vishnu’, i.e. the Sarang 
bow, and to his amazement he observed that this bow went on its own to Lord Ram, 
who received it easily. This miraculous event confirmed to sage Parashuram that Lord 
Ram was no one else but Lord Vishnu himself in this form. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 284 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it. } 

It was therefore with this bow, i.e. the ‘Sarang’, that Lord Ram had killed the 
mighty demons to fulfill the promise made to the gods and mother earth in his 
primary form as Lord Vishnu that he would personally intervene to eliminate the 
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demons to save the world from their cruelty and terror. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, Doha no. 186—to Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha no. 187.} 

And this is why the demons could not stand against Lord Ram, because this 
Sarang bow was no ordinary bow; it was the bow of the almighty Lord Vishnu, the 
Supreme Lord of the world. 

At this juncture it ought to be noted that in the Story of the Ramayan, Lord 
Ram has been addressed as a holder of both the Sarang bow and the Kodanda bow. 
There is a specific verse which uses this term ‘Kodand’ to indicate how fierce the 
Lord would be for those who try to disrupt peace, harmony and order in the Lord’s 
creation—because the term ‘Kodand’ includes the word ‘Danda’ which means 
punishment. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-2 that 
precede Doha no. 91.} 


*When Lord Ram pulled the string of his formidable bow right back up to his ear and 
then let it go with a snap, there was a deafening twang, so loud and piercing that it 
ruptured the eardrums of some of the demon warriors present in the vicinity, or 
numbed the faculty of hearing in others. Some were rendered permanently deaf, while 
others lost their ability to hear for varying lengths of time. ] 
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satyasandha chamié sara laccha. kalasarpa janu calé sapaccha. 3. 
jaham taham calé bipula naraca. lagé katana bhata bikata pisācā. 4. 


Lord Ram, who was of a firmness of purpose, had strength of resolution, was 
vigorous in his actions, and true and firm in his resolve (Satyasandha) to exterminate 
the cruel demons, shot a hail of countless arrows, which flew towards the enemy 
(Kumbhakaran and his army) like so many winged serpents’. (3) 


These were not ordinary arrows, but were called ‘Naracha’’; countless such Naracha 
arrows started their flight towards the enemy hordes, and as soon as they reached their 
target they began mowing down and slicing the fierce looking ogres (demons) into 
pieces. (4) 


[Note—'Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. | that 
precedes Doha no. 92. 


The Naracha (nārācā) is a special sort of arrow made entirely of hardened iron; it 
has five fins, instead of four as in ordinary arrows, to stabilize it during flight. These 
arrows were like modern-day cruise missiles, and they homed on to their targets with 
great precision. To wit, none of the arrows shot by Lord Ram went to waste; each 
felled at least one demon warrior, if not more. They were shot in rapid succession, and 
the sky seemed to be covered by a blanket of arrows that swooped down on the 
demon warriors, nailing them all down to the earth. 

A question arises: how could so many thousands of arrows be shot from a 
single bow? Well, remember that it was not an ordinary bow; it was the Sarang bow, a 
mystical bow of Lord Vishnu, the almighty Lord of the world. Besides this, we are 
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reading about a time long in the past when there were many things of which we 
cannot have an idea today. So in all likelihood, these arrows were unique weapons 
which multiplied after being shot like the cluster bombs or multiple missile launchers 
of today. It will be wrong to think that such things are merely figments of fertile 
imagination just because we don’t have or know of such things today; this doesn’t 
prove that they did not exist in the time of which we are reading about. 

For instance, our ancestors living even say a hundred years ago could not have 
imagined that one day their descendents would have an instrument known as 
‘telephone’ that would help them talk with each other directly over long distances; or 
a time say fifty-sixty years ago when we had ‘wired telephone’ instruments, that there 
would one day be a small hand-held thing called a ‘cell phone’ which would enable 
people to communicate with each other while they would be moving, and talk across 
continents and seas as if they were speaking with each other face to face. ] 
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ghurmi ghurmi ghayala mahi parahim. uthi sambhari subhata puni larahim. 6. 


Some of the demons got their legs cut; some had their chest pierced; some had their 
heads cut off; some had their arms torn away; while some were chopped into as many 
seven small pieces. (5) 


The demon warriors swooned and rolled over on the ground, falling down dead or 
unconscious. Only a few amongst them who were exceptionally brave and energetic 
could firm up their courage to stand again to fight. (6) 
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lagata bana jalada jimi gajahim. bahutaka dékhi kathina sara bhajahim. 7. 
runda pracanda munda binu dhavahim. dharu dharu maru maru dhuni 
gavahim. 8. 


As soon as the arrows struck them, the demon warriors roared and yelled like thunder. 
Others who were timid, they simply ran away in terror to escape being hit. (7) 


Extremely fierce looking headless torsos of demon warriors, whose heads had been 
severed from the trunk, ran amok in angry frenzy, helter-skelter everywhere in the 
battle-field, letting out chilling war cries, scowling menacingly, and howling wildly in 
a chorus: ‘catch hold of the enemy; kill-kill’. (8) 


[Note—Surely, it was a blood-curdling, horrifying and deadly scene that was enacted 
on the battle-field of Lanka. ] 
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chana mahun prabhu kē sāyakanhi kate bikata pisāca. 
puni raghubira nisanga mahum prabisé saba nārāca. 68. 


Lord Raghubir’s (i.e. Lords Ram’s) formidable arrows cut through the fearsome ogres 
(the demon army) in an instant (i.e. very quickly), and after completing their mission 
these arrows known as Narach returned to Lord’s quiver’. (Doha no. 68) 


[Note—'This answers another question: From where did Lord Ram get access to so 
many countless arrows to fight the long war with the demons as a quiver has a limited 
capacity to hold them? The arrows would come back to the Lord who used them again 
and again, repeatedly; or he returned them to his quiver if there was no further need 
for them, to be used later on. 

This is also not far-fetched, for in our modern world today we have re-usable 
rockets that are used in space flights, or take the example of an ordinary air-plane that 
is reused over and over again. Or even a boomerang that comes back to its thrower or 
the shooter. 

Remember: These arrows were not bombs that would explode and 
disintegrate; they were made of solid iron rods that could be reused, much like 
modern-day reusable rockets or drones that shoot missiles at their targets and come 
back to their operator. ] 
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kumbhakarana mana dikha bicari. hati chana majha nisacara dhari. 1. 
bha ati krud'dha mahabala bira. kiyO mrganayaka nada gambhira. 2. 


Kumbhakaran was flabbergasted and dumbfounded at the thought that the whole 
demon army was decimated while he watched helplessly; it was a shameful thing for 
him to have happened in his presence. (1) 


This infuriated him greatly, and he let out a thunderous and terrifying yell like that of 
a roaring lion overcome with anger. (2) 
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kōpi mahidhara lē'i upari. dara'i jaham’ markata bhata bhari. 3. 
avata dekhi saila prabhu bharé. saranhi kati raja sama kari daré. 4. 


He angrily picked up huge mountain-like rocks and forcefully dumped them wherever 
he could see groups of monkey warriors assembled at a place’. (3) 


When Lord Ram saw what was happening, he shot another volley of arrows that hit 
these falling rocks and reduced them to dust before they hit the ground and could 
crush (harm) the monkey army’. (4) 


[Note—'So what happened then? Some of the monkeys ran away from the spot to 
save themselves, while some were buried under the rubble. 


“It was like our modern-day anti-missile systems that intercept an incoming hostile 
missile and neutralizes it before it strikes the target on the ground. 

Once the rocks were hit by Lord Ram’s arrows, they were reduced to dust and 
rained down on the ground. But dust doesn’t kill; rocks do. This gave great relief to 
the Lord’s army. ] 
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puni dhanu tani kopi raghunayaka. chamré ati karala bahu sayaka. 5. 
tanu mahum prabisi nisari sara jahim. jimi damini ghana majha samahim. 6. 


Then Lord Raghunath (i.e. Lord Ram) pulled his (Sarang) bow tight and angrily shot 
many more powerful and fierce arrows (at Kumbhakaran). (5) 


These arrows entered the colossus body of Kumbhakaran and escaped from it 
(without harming him much) just like stabs of lightening can be seen shooting through 
thick dark clouds and vanishing from sight’. (6) 


[Note—'Kumbhakaran’s huge dark body is likened to a bank of thick dark clouds; 
and the arrows to the streaking lightening in the cloud. When the arrows struck 
Kumbhakaran he gave a loud yell just like the thunder that is heard in the cloud in the 
wake of a stab of lightening passing through it. Then these arrows escaped from the 
other side of his body to return to Lord Ram’s quiver—apropos: Doha no. 68 herein 
above. 

These arrows produced light due to friction as they passed through his body, 
and by the time they emerged from his body to return to Lord Ram’s quiver they had 
cooled down. | 
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sonita sravata soha tana kārē. janu kajjala giri géru panārē. 7. 
bikala biloki bhalu kapi dha'é. bihamsa jabahim nikata kapi ā'ē. 8. 


Blood flowing in streams from the dark body of Kumbhakaran resembled red 
coloured water flowing out of spouts on the sides of a huge dark mountain of 
solidified soot. (7) 


Seeing that he (Kumbhakaran) was confused and in a miserable condition, and 
therefore unlikely to retaliate and attack them, the emboldened monkey warriors 
rushed towards him. But to their utter dismay and astonishment, as soon as they came 
within reach, Kumbhakaran roared with laughter. 

[Why did he laugh? The answer is given in the Doha that follows.] (8) 
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mahanada kari garja koti koti gahi kisa. 
mahi pataka'i gajaraja iva sapatha kara'i dasasisa. 69. 


He (Kumbhakaran) roared thunderously as he grabbed countless monkeys that were 
nearest to him, dashing them to the ground like a wild elephant catching hold of 
anything by its trunk and smashing it to the ground, all the while raising a war cry in 
favour of the ten-headed Ravana. (Doha no. 69) 


[Note—'This is the reason why Kumbhakaran had laughed in verse no. 8 herein 
above. He felt amused and thought that these monkeys were really stupid fellows 
when they came near him, thinking that they would vanquish him now that he was 
wounded and confused by the attack launched by Lord Ram. Little did they know 
about the kind of stern stuff that Kumbhakaran made of—for as soon as they came 
with his grasp he grabbed as many of the monkeys as he could and started smashing 
them to the ground so violently that they would be killed instantly.] 
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bhage bhalu balimukha jutha. brku biloki jimi mésa barutha. 1. 
calé bhagi kapi bhalu bhavani. bikala pukarata arata bani. 2. 


Scarcely had Kumbhakaran started his brutal offensive by grabbing and thrashing the 
hordes of bears and monkeys, when they panicked, fleeing helter-skelter in terror, just 
like flocks of sheep disperse, as fast as they can for the fear of dear life, at the sight of 
a wolf approaching them. (1) 
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[Lord Shiva paused for a moment to recapitulate the scene of the battle-field as the 
army of Lord Ram scampered for cover and ran in total disarray under the hammering 
of Kumbhakaran’s brutal offensive. Then he resumed his narrative, addressing his 
consort who was listening to this magnificent Story being told to her—] 

‘Oh Bhavani (“bhavant’; name of Lord Shiva’s consort)! As soon as he 
(Kumbhakaran) launched his vicious attack, the monkeys and bears began running 
away from him, to escape his grasp and certain agonizing death, as fast as they could, 
all the while letting out pitiful cries of distress and woe. (2) 


ae Aien gata GA ates | altel Ca WE Be aes Ul 3 I 
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yaha nisicara dukala sama aha’. kapikula désa parana aba caha’'l. 3. 
krpa baridhara rama kharari. pāhi pāhi pranatarati hari. 4. 


They agitatedly cried out: ‘This ferocious demon is akin to a severe famine which 
wants to descend on the land of the monkey race by being determined to annihilate all 
its members by way of killing them mercilessly, without a regret'. (3) 


Oh Lord Ram who vouchsafes the bounty of his mercy and grace upon those who are 
suffering and under great distress just like the shower of cool rain from the rain- 
bearing cloud provides relief to the parched earth below that is suffering from severe 
famine due to prolonged drought (krpa baridhara)’. 

Oh Lord who is famed as the slayer the demon named Khar (rama kharar')! 
We invoke your gracious nature and stellar virtues that you invariably defend those 
who are suffering and have sought your protection by taking refuge at your feet 
(pranatarati har). 

Prithee oh the merciful and compassionate Lord; we plead with thee 
repeatedly and most earnestly to protect us, to save us, to shield us from this 
horrifying prospect which stares right at our face now (pahi pahi). [To wit, oh Lord, 
nothing else can save us now except thine intervention.]’ (4) 


[Note—'Here, Kumbhakaran is likened to the angry deity of death and destruction 
who mercilessly unleashes his wrath upon humble and weak creatures who are unable 
to stand against him, for some offence he took due to some unknown reason and 
decided to destroy the poor creatures by sending famine, drought and pestilence upon 
them so as to cause intense horror, suffering and misery on the populace, and to 
annihilate them. 


“Just like rain is the only solution to death, misery and ruin caused by severe drought 
that causes famine and hunger, the only way out of Kumbakaran’s deadly assault on 
the monkey-and-bear army is when Lord Ram intervenes and directly engages him in 
a duel, and then getting rid of this ferocious demon by felling him with his arrows. 

This is why the terror-stricken monkeys and bears recall how Lord Ram had 
slayed the demon Khar. The episode of Khar’s battle with Lord Ram and his ultimate 
slaying is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 18—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 21. 
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If this happens, i.e. if Lord Ram takes on Kumbhakaran directly in a duel, then 
the latter’s attention would be diverted away from the monkeys and bears as he would 
now have to focus on Lord Ram to tackle him; it would provide great relief to the 
poor monkeys and bears who are very panicky now and fear for their dear lives. | 
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sakaruna bacana sunata bhagavana. calé sudhari sardsana bana. 5. 
rama séna nija pachem ghalt. calé sakopa maha balasali. 6. 


When the almighty Lord (“bhagavana”, Lord Ram) heard this pitiful cry and 
pleadings of his army, he immediately decided to step in to protect his warriors. So 
the Lord wasted no time as he took his bow and arrow and started for the battle-field 
instantly, even as he was stringing the bow and mounting his formidable arrow on it 
while he was on his way’. (5) 


The most powerful and mighty Lord Ram (maha balasalt) ordered his army to 
remain behind him as he angrily made his way to the battle front. (6) 


[Note—'There was no time to be wasted; each second was crucial. So Lord Ram 
hastily grabbed his bow and arrow and hastened to the battle-field. He stringed his 
bow and arranged the arrow on it while he was on his way to the ground to engage 
Kumbhakaran in a fierce duel. ] 
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khainci dhanusa sara sata sandhané. chuté tira sarira samané. 7. 
lagata sara dhava risa bhara. kudhara dagamagata dolati dhara. 8. 


Lord Ram pulled the string of his bow and shot a volley of a hundred arrows at 
Kumbhakaran; the arrows pierced through the demon’s body and entered it. (7) 


No sooner had the arrows pierced through his body than Kumbhakaran’s anger knew 
no bounds; he lurched forward, full of wrath and vengeance. The earth trembled and 
the mountains shook by the violent thumping of his heavy feet as he dashed towards 
Lord Ram. (8) 
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linha ēka tehim saila upati. raghukula tilaka bhuja so'i kati. 9. 
dhava bama bahu giri dhari. prabhu so'u bhuja kati mahi pārī. 10. 


He (Kumbhakaran) lifted a mountain (i.e. a huge rock that resembled a mountain 
because of its size) in his (right) arm (to attack Lord Ram with it), but the Lord, who 
was the best in the race of kings of Raghu’s line (raghukula tilaka), immediately cut- 
off that arm. (9) 


So he (Kumbhakaran) picked up another mountain with his left arm (bama bahu) 
and rushed at the Lord, whereat the Lord cut-off that arm too and fell it to the ground. 
(10) 
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katém bhuja soha khala kaisa. pacchahina mandara giri jaisa. 11. 
ugra bilokani prabhuhi biloka. grasana cahata manahum trailoka. 12. 


With both his two arms chopped-off, the wicked demon appeared to resemble the 
huge Mt. Mandar after its two wings were cut-off’. (11) 


Kumbhakaran became wroth with exceeding wrath; he glared menacingly at Lord 
Ram with fiery eyes, and his angry visage implied that he would annihilate the entire 
world and devour it with fierce vengeance. (12) 


[Note—'In ancient times it is said that mountains could fly or glide in the sky like 
huge birds do because they had wings. Indra, the king of gods, feared that if due to 
some reason these mountains would fall on some part of the world, everything 
underneath them would be crushed to pulp. So he chopped-off their wings, so that 
they lose their ability to cause harm to the world and its creatures, whereat the 
mountains became permanently grounded on the earth. 

Comparing Kumbhakaran with Mt. Mandar is to impress about his gigantic, 
colossus size and phenomenal weight. | 
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He (Kumbhakaran) screamed wildly and lunged forward furiously with wide open 
mouth (to gobble up anyone who came his way), whereat the gods and mystics, who 
were watching the proceedings from their stations in the sky, recoiled in horror, 
exclaiming ‘Oh my; alas-alack; oh dear me, it’s so horrifying’’. (Doha no. 69) 
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[Note—'It was a hideous and terrifying sight indeed to see Kumbhakaran in this 
state—with both his arms sliced-off his gigantic body and blood spouting out of the 
open wounds which themselves resembled large openings on the side of a mountain 
from which red water gushed out, and his mouth wide open showing not only his 
sharp teeth and yelping tongue but also reminding one of the opening of a huge cave 
that leads into to a dark, dank and cavernous interior. Added to this frightening 
spectacle were his two huge reddened eyes that protruded from his ugly face like two 
gigantic fireballs ready to spew fire and brimstone on the world to burn and roast it 
alive, not to mention the hot breath blowing out of his nostrils that gave the 
impression of hot scorching wind blowing over the earth at the time of doomsday. To 
wit, Kumbhakaran looked nothing less than a ferocious dragon that has gone mad 
with anger. | 
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sabhaya déva karunanidhi jan'y6. sravana prajanta sarasanu tan'yo. 1. 
bisikha nikara nisicara mukha bharē'ū. tadapi mahabala bhumi na pare't. 2. 


Lord Ram, who is an ocean of mercy and compassion, observed that the gods had 

become alarmed and terrified; so (to reassure them that there was nothing to fear from 

Kumbhakaran) he pulled the string of his bow tight, pulling it right back up to his 
1 

ears . (1) 


The volley of arrows shot by the Lord filled the gaping mouth of the demon, but even 
then the most powerful, most strong and most valorous demon did not yield nor fall to 
the ground’. (2) 


[Note—'The Lord held the bow in one of his out-stretched hands, mounted an arrow 
on the bow, and then pulled its string back with his other hand till it reached his ears, 
to make the string extremely taught so that when the grip over it was removed the 
arrow would be shot forth with a mighty force. 


?The arrows shot by Lord Ram stuffed Kumbhakaran’s mouth tight, making it 
impossible for him to yell or scream any longer; yet he kept on moving forward 
towards the Lord. When the demon stopped his high-decibel shrieking, a sudden calm 
descended on the battle-field. ] 
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With his mouth stuffed with arrows, he (Kumbhakaran) rushed forward, and this 
fearful sight gave the impression that the deity of death, known as Kaal, has assumed 
the form of a quiver filled with deadly arrows to wreak his vengeance on the battle- 
field. (3) 


Then the Lord (Sri Ram) angrily took a powerful arrow and shot it at him; this arrow 
chopped-off Kumbhakaran’s head, severing it from his trunk. (4) 
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SO sira paré'u dasanana ageém. bikala bhaya'u jimi phani mani tyagém. 5. 
dharani dhasa'i dhara dhava pracanda. taba prabhu kati kinha du'i khanda. 6. 


That severed head was flung off (due to powerful force with which it was severed 
from the trunk by the arrow), and it ultimately landed (with a heavy thud) in front of 
the ten-headed Ravana. When he saw it he was overcome with grief and distress in the 
same way as a serpent loses the luminescent sac present on its hood (phani mani 


tyageém)'. (5) 


Meanwhile, the head-less torso of Kumbhakaran continued with its advance with 
great speed, and it appeared that the ground below it was subsiding due to its weight. 
To bring this fearful spectacle to an end, Lord Ram shot another arrow which cut the 
torso into two pieces. (6) 


[Note—' According to legend, there is a special class of serpents that carry a luminous 
sac on its hood. It is formed by some kind of secretion from the skin on the serpent’s 
head, and it solidifies to form a globule from which a soft light effuses. It is believed 
that the serpent can see only in this light when it comes out of its hole during the night 
to search for food. If this luminescent sac is lost, the poor creature becomes blind; it 
repeatedly dashes its head on the ground in regret and grief until it dies. The 
illuminated sac looks like a jewel on the hood of the serpent, and the serpent without 
this jewel is like a king without his crown. 

This example is usually employed to highlight the extent of grief and misery a 
person suffers from when something or someone extremely close to him or important 
to him is suddenly lost or snatched away, leaving him utterly dismayed, extremely 
distraught, and overwhelmed with gloom and hopelessness, leaving him with a feel 
and sense of helplessness and haplessness. 

To wit, when Ravana saw the severed head of his dear brother Kumbhakaran, 
the rug was pulled from under his feet; he was overcome with extreme distress and 
grief. He was unable to come to terms with the reality that Kumbhakaran was no 
more, and for some time he felt everything was lost, for not only did he lose his 
brother but he also lost a powerful warrior and companion and a close family member 
at a time when a ferocious war was underway. Kumbhakaran’s death sounded like the 
death knell to Ravana; his hopes for victory were dashed; it was the first sure sign to 
him that things were going to turn ugly and awry and ruinous for him and the rest of 
the demon race for the simple reason that it was not a joke to kill Kumbhakaran, and 
Ravana knew it to so. ] 
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The two severed parts of Kumbhakaran’s body fell to the ground so heavily as if two 
mountains were falling to the ground from the sky, crushing many monkeys, bears 
and demons who came in the way. (7) 


His (Kumbhakaran’s) soul left his mortal body in the form of a shaft of light and went 
straight to enter the divine body of Lord Ram’. It was a miraculous event, and most 
unexpected, which amazed the gods and sages who were surprised at it”. (8) 


[Note—'Here, Kumbhakaran’s pure conscious soul, known also as his Atma, his ‘true 
self’, emerged from his gross body to merge with the Supreme Atma, known as the 
Parmatma, represented by Lord Ram, to become one with it. According to principles 
of metaphysics, this is the best destination for the individual creature’s Atma, his 
‘pure conscious self’, whereby it becomes one with the Supreme Atma, the cosmic 
Consciousness, by merging its self with the latter. This is the final dissolution for the 
soul of the creature, for then there is no more return to the cycle of birth and death. It 
is the best form of death when the individual’s Atma attains eternity; the Atma attains 
liberation and deliverance in the true sense; it is attainment of salvation and 
emancipation for the creature; it grants enduring bliss, beatitude and felicity to the 
‘self. 

This sort of deliverance of the soul is called ‘Moksha’; it is a state from which 
there is no return to the mortal world. It is the ultimate destination for the soul, the 
Atma, which is the ‘true self? and the pure consciousness of the creature, wherein it 
merges with its primary form known as the cosmic Consciousness to become one with 
it, and inseparable from it. 

Only one other individual has been so lucky and privileged as to attain such an 
exalted destiny in the whole story of the Ramayana, and he is Ravana, 
Kumbhakaran’s elder brother, for his Atma too merged with Lord Ram at the time of 
his death—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes 
Doha no. 103. 


“Why were the gods and the sages astonished when they saw Kumbhakaran’s soul 
entering the divine body of Lord Ram? It is because they thought that Kumbhakaran 
would go to hell, and such an exalted destiny for his soul was not expected by them. 

But this incidence proves that Lord Ram does not care what sort of body a 
creature has; the Lord is only concerned with the purity of his inner-self and his Atma. 
The very fact that Kumbhakaran’s Atma, his soul that was nothing but pure 
consciousness, left his demon-body to enter the holy body of the Supreme Being 
represented by Lord Ram proves that no matter what Kumbhakaran said or did in the 
external world, internally he was pious and holy, and his soul was untainted by the 
nature of his external form, i.e. his body of a demon, or the deeds done by him with 
this body which were deemed to be sinful, evil and vile. 
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Kumbhakaran recognized the spiritual fact that the body and the soul, the 
latter known also as the Atma, are two distinct entities; he recognized the fact while 
the physical body is gross and perishable, the Atma on the other hand is pure, sublime 
and eternal; that the Atma is a creature’s ‘true self’, as opposed to his body which is 
merely the Atma’s habitat in this world; and this Atma is microcosmic form of the 
cosmic Consciousness that is known as the Parmatma, the Supreme Atma. 

A creature who truly understands this universal principle of metaphysics is 
said to be illustrious, wise, enlightened and self-realised. So, Kumbhakaran was able 
to keep his Atma separate from his body in the sense that he never allowed the Atma 
to be affected by anything the body did. This enlightened approach to life helped him 
to maintain a clear inner-self and a clear conscience even while his body was decried 
as being that of a demon, a body that is deemed to be evil, sinful, pervert and vice, a 
body with all the negativities and degrading characters that are automatically attached 
to the term ‘demon’. 

It was therefore possible for him to retain the holiness and purity of his inner- 
self and his Atma which entitled him to attain an exalted destiny for his soul by 
making it merge with the Supreme Soul represented by Lord Ram who was none else 
but the Supreme Being himself in this form. 

Indeed and without gainsay, what a fortunate soul Kumbhakaran’s was that it 
obtained a destiny that eludes even the soul of the greatest of sages and hermits. 

Lord Ram was of an exceptional good nature and stellar grace. He had no 
internal ill-will against anybody. What he was doing by way of slaying the demons 
was merely a call of duty and fulfilling of his obligation as the caretaker and well- 
wisher of this creation—because these demons had caused untold misery and pain to 
the creatures of the world, and it was obligatory for the Lord to stop this madness. 

Lord Ram played his game wisely; he shot two birds with the same arrow. On 
the one hand he provided relief, solace and succour to the world by eliminating these 
cruel demons, and simultaneously, on the other hand, he ensured that these poor and 
unfortunate demons could find liberation and deliverance for their souls by granting 
them this opportunity in the battle-field. So what the world thought was the ‘death’ of 
the demons, was actually a means of their deliverance, emancipation and salvation— 
this is clearly and explicitly mentioned in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 6-10 that precede Doha no. 114. 

Normally those who are evil, sinful, pervert and cruel are condemned to hell; 
and surely heaven is not a place for them. But Lord Ram was so merciful, gracious, 
kind, compassionate, forgiving, benevolent and magnanimous by his inherent nature 
that he decided to welcome and accept Kumbhakaran warmly at his own place by way 
of opening the door of his heart for him in a symbolic way, and it was done by 
allowing his soul to enter his own body at the time it exited from the Kumbhakaran’s 
demon-body. It was a rare gesture of grace and kindness shown by Lord Ram in the 
face of what was happening just a moment ago when both he and the demon were 
literally baying for each other’s blood. 

Thus, the merciful Lord Ram not only prevented the demon from going to 
hell, but he even went to the extent of accepting and welcoming Kumbhakaran 
warmly by granting the latter’s soul a place in his own self in a symbolic way by 
allowing his soul to enter his body. It was a gesture that clearly meant that 
Kumbhakaran had not been condemned to hell, but elevated to an exalted stature 
where he would abide for ever in the company of the Supreme Being in heaven, 
where the Lord himself abides. 
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Surely, it was a moment of celebration—for a victory on the battle-field, as 
well as to salute the greatness of Lord Ram.] 
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The gods exulted and celebrated the occasion by playing their musical drums with 
great élan. They praised Lord Ram and showered bountiful flowers upon the Lord 
from their stations in the sky. (9) 


After the gods had offered their prayers and gone their way (to their respective abode 
in the heaven), the celestial sage Narad came there (i.e. at the site of the battle 
between Lord Ram and Kumbhakara)'. (10) 


He stood in the sky and offered his prayers to Lord Ram, praising the Lord in high 
laudatory terms for his stellar qualities and excellent virtues, such as his valour, 
courage, steadfastness, fortitude and martial skills (which helped in eliminating one of 
the greatest and most feared demon of the race) as well as the Lord’s graciousness, 
compassion, benevolence and magnanimity (that he granted deliverance, salvation 
and emancipation to a demon). This pleased the Lord immensely’. (11) 


Sage Narad finally requested Lord Ram to get rid of the chief wicked fellow (i.e. 
Ravana) at the earliest, and then he went his way. 
Meanwhile, Lord Ram looked admirable and adorable in the battle-field. (12) 


[Note—'It is obvious here that sage Narad was not there at the time the battle raged 
on the ground and other gods were watching it from their station in the sky. Why was 
Narad absent earlier? The answer is this: He was the son of Brahma, the creator, and 
thus he was privy to many kinds of information that other gods had no access to. He 
had heard it from his father, Brahma the creator, what would happen when during the 
course of the war; so he wasn’t so eager to watch the battle betwixt Lord Ram and 
Kumbhakaran live as other gods had been doing out of curiosity. Narad was aware 
that the death of Kumbhakaran was pre-destined in the day’s battle, so what was the 
need, and the use, to jostle around and find an elbow room for himself to stand in the 
crowd of eager gods who were milling around over the site of the battle? It was 
always better to avoid a crowded place when a dangerous duel was underway, for in 
case the demon lunged towards the gods then there would be stampede, and all hell 
would break loose. 
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Come to think of it: Narad was correct in this respect as it is proved during 
the battle with Ravana, for once it so happened that in the heat of battle he had angrily 
lunged at the gods standing in the sky, vowing to thrash them black and blue to exact 
a vehement revenge from them for their having the temerity of praying to Lord 
Vishnu in his form as Lord Ram for his destruction, whereat there was a stampede 
amongst the crowd of gods as they ran madly to escape from Ravana’s wrath. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede 
Doha no. 86—where we read that the gods have prayed to Lord Ram to slay Ravana 
without much waste of time; and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede Doha no. 
96—where we read that Ravana had attacked the gods who were watching the battle 
from the sky, roaring fiercely at them, scowling at them and threatening them all, 
chasing them so menacingly that there was a virtual stampede amongst the gods who 
ran helter-skelter for their safety. } 

Sage Narad was a saintly figure; he did not like to enjoy bloodshed and 
mayhem like the other gods, so he thought it better to avoid the scene while the battle 
was underway. He came to offer his obeisance to Lord Ram and praise his good 
nature and stellar virtues. Narad was so happy that Lord Ram granted deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation to the soul of Kumbhakaran, while the other gods were 
happy only because one of their enemies was dead. 


*Lord Ram noted that none of the other gods had said a single word in his honour or 
even praised him for fulfilling a part of the promise made to the gods by Lord Vishnu 
when he had promised the gods that he would go down to earth personally as Lord 
Ram to eliminate the demons. The gods were so selfish that they were only concerned 
that one of their arch enemies was out of the way, but had no time to offer as much as 
a formal ‘thank you’ to Lord Ram. On the other hand there was sage Narad who 
acknowledged the good nature of the Lord in providing liberation and deliverance to 
the Atma of Kumbhakaran who was decried by others as being a sinful demon who 
ought to be condemned to hell. 

Nay, Lord Ram not only prevented the demon from going to hell, but the 
merciful Lord even went to the extent of accepting and welcoming Kumbhakaran 
warmly by granting the latter’s soul a place in his own self in a symbolic way by 
allowing his soul to enter his body. It was a gesture that clearly meant that 
Kumbhakaran had not been condemned to hell, but elevated to an exalted stature 
where he would abide for ever in the company of the Supreme Being in heaven where 
the Lord himself abides. 

To wit, Lord Ram noted his difference in attitude between sage Narad and the 
rest of the gods, and therefore he very appreciated and felt glad at Narad’s words. ] 
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bhuja jugala phérata sara sarasana bhalu kapi cahu disi bane. 3. 
kaha dasa tulasi kahi na saka chabi sésa jéhi ānana ghane. 4. 


Lord Ram—who was endowed with majestic powers and glory, and who was a jewel 
in the line of Kings of king Raghu’s race and the Lord of Ayodhya (known in ancient 
times as ‘Kaushal’)—looked adorable as he stood in the battle-field. (Chanda line no. 


1) 


The Lord looked so bewitchingly charming with drops of sweat glistening on his 
attractive face, his eyes like red-hued lotus flowers, his body covered with blood 
splattered all over it --- (Chanda line no. 2), 


---And he was calmly toying with his bow and arrow with his two hands, while the 
monkeys and bears surrounded him on all the sides. (Chanda line no. 3) 


[Speaking for himself, the principal author of this classic epic “Ram Charit Manas’, 
i.e. Goswami Tulsidas makes this observation—] ‘Tulsidas, the humble servant of 
Lord Ram, says that when Lord Seshnath, the celestial serpent who has a thousand 
mouths, cannot completely narrate the glory of Lord Ram, then say how is it ever 
possible for a humble man like him to sing the Lord’s glory, praise him for his grace, 
and describe his beauteous form in the battle-field even by a fraction of their 
immensity.’' (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Tulsidas expresses his inability to sufficiently describe the glory and virtues 
of Lord Ram, as well as his captivating charm that enthralls the heart of the beholder, 
because he finds himself incompetent to do so. He says that when the great Seshnath 
could not sufficiently do it with a thousand mouths, how can he do it with only a 
single mouth? So there is no regret in it. Rather, he is happy that he could do service 
to his dear Lord Ram by singing his glories to the best of his ability, and in whatever 
little manner he could do. 

And what was so special, so unique, so laudatory, and so noble and 
honourable in Lord Ram’s actions? It is answered below. | 
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[Lord Shiva, the principal narrator of the divine Story of the Ramayan, said to his 
consort, goddess Parvati, the daughter of the King of Mountains, who was listening to 
the narrative—] ‘Oh Girija! The demon (Kumbhakaran) was vile, evil and a mine of 
sins. Even he was vouchsafed an exalted destiny by Lord Ram who granted his soul 
an abode where the Lord himself dwelt. 

Say then how unfortunate and dumb-witted is a creature who would, in his 
stupid folly, not adore and worship and honour such a glorious and munificent Lord 
as Sri Ram (who graced even a demon and vouchsafed him with a grant of liberation 
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and deliverance, of emancipation and salvation, inspite of his having a sinful body).’ 
(Doha no. 71) 


[Note—Lord Shiva observes that only a great fool would desist from bowing before 
the greatness of Lord Ram; only one who is an utter fool and has completely 
bankrupted his mind of all senses and wisdom would search other Lords for the grant 
of favour, succour and solace instead of seeking these blessings directly from Lord 
Ram—because there is no other Lord who is as welcoming, amiable and friendly, as 
well as great, graceful, kind, compassionate, forgiving, merciful, benevolent, 
magnanimous and munificent as Lord Ram anywhere in this creation. ] 
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At the end of the day, when there was eventide, the armies of both the sides returned 
to their respective camps’. (1) 


The hordes of monkey and bear warriors were infused with a surge of energy and 
enthusiasm when Lord Ram graced them after they assembled in the camp in the same 
way as a dwindling fire is re-ignited into its full ferocity with a little help from some 
fresh twigs that are added to it”. (2) 


On the other hand, the opposite prevailed in the demon camp. They were overcome 
with ever rising regret and gloom, feeling utterly helpless and hapless. [Their 
confidence in themselves and their king Ravana were shattered. ] 

The condition of the demon ranks was like the case of one advertising one’s 
own noble and meritorious deeds—because by doing so the rewards that accrue due to 
such deeds quickly dwindle and eventually disappear’. (3) 


[Note—'This marked the end of the third day of the epic War of Lanka. 
Kumbhakaran was slayed during this day. 


?The monkeys and bears were well-nigh exhausted and weary by the end of the day of 
fierce battle with Kumbhakaran. But when Lord Ram looked over his army to take 
stock of the situation, his graceful look had such magical charm that it spread 
immediate cheer in the rank and file of the warriors. 

The Lord’s benevolent smile and graceful manners instilled confidence in the 
monkey and bear warriors. He told them that they need not worry at all about the 
outcome of the war in general, and the course of the war day-by-day, as they had 
witnessed today how he, Lord Ram, could easily handle the most ferocious of demons 
and take care of them. 
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The warriors were reassured and highly enthused; they were full of energy, 
confidence and the raring to go, for the death of Kumbhakaran in a single day’s battle 
had not only cheered and invigorated the army of Lord Ram but it also marked a 
major milestone towards ultimate victory. All the weariness and doubts and 
consternations of the monkeys and bears were dispelled, and this soared the morale of 
the Lord’s army to new heights. 


*There is message here—and it is that one ought to show great modesty, humility and 
restraint when it comes to telling others about one’s good deeds. Boasting and talking 
about them, to advertise the good deeds in the hope that such information would bring 
praise and honour to the doer, has just the opposite effect, for such boasting and 
advertising neutralizes the good effects and diminishes the rewards that accrue to a 
person due to whatever noble and meritorious deeds he does. It is a case of 
diminishing returns. 

Similarly, the demons were getting low on morale and numbers with the 
passage of every single day of the war. It was because they had always boasted of 
their might, strength, invincibility and powers, and now it had boomeranged upon 
them. ] 
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The ten-shouldered Ravana (dasakandhara) lamented and grieved in many a ways; 
he clasped the severed head (of his dear brother Kumbhakaran) close to his heart even 
as he beat his head repeatedly in abject despair, deep agony, and aggravated 
frustration. (4) 


At the same time as Ravana lamented and grieved gravely for Kumbhakaran, the 
women of the household too beat their hearts even as they soulfully mourned and 
wept for him, extolling Kumbhakaran’s exemplary valour and strength, and praising 
his virtues and singular abilities in laudatory terms’. (5) 


[Note—'The ladies of the demon king Ravana’s household had lamented and grieved 
immensely in a similar way when Meghanad, the son of the demon king Ravana, was 
killed, and also when the demon king himself was killed in the war. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 77—when 
Meghanad died; and (11) Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 104—when 
Ravana died.} 

The death of Kumbhakaran was a major milestone in the epic War of Lanka, 
and it was a body-blow to Ravana as his demise had the effect of a warrior losing one 
of his limbs while the battle with the adversary was still raging fiercely. 

Kumbhakaran was no ordinary demon warrior; he was a member of the ruling 
family, and a younger brother of the demon king Ravana. With his death Ravana lost 
a friend and brother who was not only a close family member but also his sincere 
well-wisher. The unfortunate Ravana had already lost the support of another of his 
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brothers, i.e. Vibhishan, whom he had humiliated so much by kicking him in full 
court that he abandoned him. Ravana’s arrogance and haughty manners had begun to 
slowly pull the rug from under his feet, and his slow decline into ruin was aided by 
the burden of his unabated sins and evil ways that were weighing down heavily upon 
him, unraveling his great reputation as an invincible warrior who could bring even the 
mighty gods to kneel down before his might. The great and mighty demon race— 
which Ravana had so assiduously nourished, fostered and encouraged, against which 
even the deity of death known as Kaal would have trembled, a race that had become 
the supreme terror of the world against which no power in creation dared to raise its 
head in opposition—was surely and certainly heading to its sunset hour, as everything 
would ultimately head to in this mortal world. 

To wit, driven by the fiat of fate, the dictates of destiny and the provisions of 
providence, Ravana pulled his demons along with him as he gradually tottered 
towards his own destruction. With his two major supports, his brothers Vibhishan and 
Kumbhakaran, gone, Ravana was virtually marooned. Though there were other 
commanders in the demon army, but Ravana could not rely on them as much as he 
would on his own family members. There was no one except his valiant son 
Meghanad left now in the family to give him courage and company, and lead the 
charge against the enemy. And therefore, his last hopes were pinned on Meghanad, 
whom he will send next to the battle front. ] 
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At that time (when everyone was mourning and lamenting sorely for Kumbhakaran) 
Meghanad came in; he comforted his father (Ravana) and consoled him in various 
ways by citing many stories that are told on such occasions to provide reassurance to 
those who are grieving for their departed loved ones. (6) 


Meghanad encouraged Ravana to show resilience and patience with these reassuring 
words: ‘Tomorrow you shall see my extraordinary valour and heroism about which I 
do not want to speak in detail now (for at this juncture it would look as if I am 


bragging). (7) 


My dear father (tata)! The unmatched strength and unparalleled powers, as well as 
the war chariot that I had been gifted by the deity whom I worship (istadéva saim 
bala ratha paya'um)’, I had never show them to you till now (because there was no 
occasion for it). [But be comforted in your heart as the time has arrived for me to 
unveil them to you now.] (8) 


[Note—'In ancient time when Ravana had launched his campaign to conquer the 
world, Meghanad had done a severe fire sacrifice with sage Shukracharya, who was 
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the Guru, i.e. the moral preceptor and advisor, of the demon race, as its head priest. 
Shukracharya made Meghanad perform seven fire sacrifices, viz. Agnishtov, 
Ashwamedh, Bahusuvarnak, Rajsuya, Gomegh, Vaishnav-yagya and Maheshwar- 
yagya. As a reward of these religious sacrifices, Meghanad was granted certain things 
that made him invincible and formidable in battle. These were the following: (i) A 
chariot that had the unique ability to fly in the air, was unbreakable, and it could go 
unhindered anywhere as was desired by its rider; (ii) Mystical powers that are 
associated with Maya, which enabled him to create delusions and illusions to 
confound his enemy, such as making him vanish from sight and creating sudden 
darkness that would confuse his enemy because he won’t be able to see anything; (111) 
Powerful weapons such as a quiver that never exhausted its supply of arrows, an 
invincible bow that could invariably subdue the enemy against whom it was used, and 
many other mystical weapons that would crush the enemy without fail. {Refer: 
Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 25, verse nos. 7-10. 

Here Meghanad is referring to these unique and magnificent weapons that he 
has decided to employ in the next day’s battle. ] 
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The whole night was thus spent in mourning and grieving, as well as reassurances 
given by Meghanad in a sorrowful voice. At last when the dawn broke on the horizon, 
a large number of monkeys and bears surrounded all the gates of the fort (of Lanka) to 
lay seize of the city’. (9) 


On this side were the ferocious monkeys and bears who personified Kaal (death) 
itself, while on the other side were their opponents, the equally ferocious demons who 
were war veterans and extremely steadfast in the battle-field. (10) 


Each side was fighting valiantly with the object of attaining victory over the other. Oh 
the prominent one amongst the birds (“khagakētū”; i.e. Garud)”! It was a singularly 
awe-inspiring and such a blood-chilling war that it defies description; one cannot fully 
describe its horrors, its intensity, its magnitude in words—because its not feasible and 
not possible. 

[To wit, words have a limited scope, and no matter how good a poet or a 
narrator is, he would not be able to do proper justice to the actual scene that unfolded 
in the battle-field no matter how best he tries to capture the sight by employing words 
to describe it. So therefore, much is left to the imagination of the reader who is at 
liberty to visualize the fighting on the ground and the horrors of this war according to 
his own understanding. ] (11) 


[Note—'This was the beginning of the 4" day of the war. 


4236 


“There are three primary narrators of the Story of Ram Charit Manas—one is Lord 
Shiva who tells it to his consort goddess Uma, also known as Parvati or Girija, the 
second is the saintly crow Kaagbhusund who narrates this magnificent Story to 
Garud, the mount of Lord Vishnu and the king of birds, and the third is sage 
Yagyawalkya who narrates this Story to sage Bharadwaj. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 30.} 

But for all practical purposes we find during our reading of this wonderful 
Story that Goswami Tulsidas, the author of this grand epic named ‘Ram Charit 
Manas’, has relied primarily on either Lord Shiva or Kaagbhusund as his source. The 
reason is that these two are the most ancient narrators of this Story. It was first 
conceptualized in the heart and mind of Lord Shiva who narrated it to Parvati, but that 
was done at such a sublime and subtle level of existence of consciousness that it was 
not heard by the ordinary world in which we live. It is because Lord Shiva is a ‘God’ 
and Parvati is a Goddess, and both of them do not have a physical body like creatures 
in this world have. So their dialogue remained in the form of cosmic vibrations that no 
creature of the world could hear. 

But fortunately sage Kaagbhusund heard this Story directly from Lord Shiva, 
and he in his turn narrated it to Garud, the king of birds, who came to visit him in his 
hermitage in this mortal world. So therefore, the second narrator was Kaagbhusund; 
his narration was the first narration in this physical world. 

Later on, sage Yagyawalkya received this Story from sage Kaagbhusund. So, 
Yagyawalkya not only became the third narrator but also the one from whom the 
Story spread in the human race. In this way, this divine Story descended from heaven 
in a gradual manner and made available to us in this mortal world. | 
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Meghanad mounted his special chariot which had certain magical powers, and rode on 
it to the sky’. Once there, he roared so thunderously and in such a fearful manner that 
it sent a chill down the spine of the monkeys and the bears, causing terror amongst 
them. (Doha no. 72) 


[Note—'This chariot had some unique qualities that were specific to it, such as its 
ability to fly like a plane in the sky, to stand at a fixed point in the air, and become 
invisible when needed. This chariot was very illusive, and to catch it was well-nigh 
impossible. 

Meghanad chose to go up in the air to have a vantage point from which he 
could survey the whole battle-field. It also gave him an added advantage of quick 
mobility and safety from direct attack by the monkeys and bears who would find it 
rather difficult to pursue and engage him in the sky as compared to the ease with 
which they could have surrounded and thrashed him if he were on the ground. 
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Meghanad got his name from the fact that he could laugh or speak so loudly, 
with a high-pitched roar that it sounded like a deafening clap of thunder. So when he 
roared in anger, the monkeys and bears trembled in fear, and for a moment, were 
almost deaf. | 
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Meghanad used a formidable array of weapons to attack the army of monkeys and 
bears on the ground below from his high position in the sky. He rained down upon 
them a volley of sharp and powerful lancets, spears, tridents, swords, sickles, 
scimitars and the like—all of which were extremely effective like the weapon known 
as Vajra’ (kulisayudha). (1) 


Besides the above, he also used battle-axes, battle-rams, huge boulders, and a hail of 
ferocious arrows against his enemy”. (2) 


[Note—'The ‘Vajra’ is the invincible weapon of Indra, the king of gods. Here it 
means that all the weapons discharged by Meghanad were as strong, powerful and 
infallible as the Vajra of Indra. 


“One can imagine the ferocity of the attack by Meghanad. The weapons he used from 
high up in the sky must have cut through the rank and file of the monkeys and bears 
like a farmer using his cutting tools to reap his harvest. ] 
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All the ten directions! were covered by arrows as if a dark cloud of doomsday is 
pouring its deadly rain of death and destruction upon the ground below. (3) 


Everywhere and in all directions, left, right and center, there were chilling yells and 
angry shouts calling out ‘kill, kill’, and in the ensuing bedlam and the pandemonium 
that followed no one knew who was being killed, or who the killer was’. (4) 


[Note—'The ten directions are the following: north, north-east, east, south-east, south, 
south-west, west, north-west, zenith and nadir. 

The idea is that the whole sky and land, as far as the eyes could see, were 
covered by a thick blanket of arrows. 
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There was complete chaos and mayhem on the battle ground. First there was the rain 
of deadly weapons, then there was the fearful darkness in every direction, and added 
to this was the horror of indiscriminate death accompanied by yells and moaning of 
those dying; compounding the fearful scene and making the matters worse were the 
mad clashes of warriors who thrashed anyone they encountered, not discriminating 
between friend and foe, because the combatants were literally blinded with passion 
and extremely provoked by anger that is natural during a close combat between two 
powerful armies vying with each other for victory. The warriors madly shouted in 
chorus ‘kill-kill; thrash-pound’; there was pandemonium and bedlam in the battle- 
field, and in the utter confusion that arose from this free-for-all, no one could know 
who was killing whom. ] 
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The monkeys and bears grabbed huge boulders and rocks and jumped into the sky to 
intercept Meghanad, but by that time he vanished from sight’. When the warriors 
couldn’t find him, they felt frustrated, and returned back in disgust. (5) 


In the meanwhile, Meghanad employed his skills to create illusions to fabricate false 
paths, valleys and mountain caves that were all filled with sharp arrows (in an attempt 
to trap and kill the monkeys and bears who tried to flee and hide somewhere). (6) 


Finding all escape routes thus blocked, the monkey and bear warriors became 
panicky. It was like the case of Mt. Mandrachal being imprisoned by the magical 
charm of Indra, the king of gods’. (7) 


[Note—'It has already been said that Meghanad’s chariot had the unique ability to 
vanish from sight—apropos Doha no. 72 herein above. So, when the monkey and bear 
warriors reached the spot where they saw Maghanad a few moments ago, he sneaked 
away undetected, and couldn’t be intercepted. Repeated attempts to catch up with him 
failed, and so the monkeys and bears became frustrated and disgusted. 


?Mt. Mandrachal had the ability to fly freely because it is believed that it had wings. 
But when Indra spun his magical charm around it, the great mountain forgot how to 
fly. This instance is cited here to mean that though these monkey and bear warriors 
were very brave and powerful fighters, but they felt themselves helpless against the 
might of Meghanad’s magical powers to create delusions; they felt trapped and 
confused by the appearance of so many mysterious passages, valleys and caves even 
though they actually didn’t exist. These warriors forgot that this sight was a mere 
illusion created by Meghanad, and therefore there was nothing to fear about. ] 
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Wedd ste Act Aten | abate facet HRA ATA N e N 
Um afon ata faster vate at beta ashe TAT e N 


marutasuta angada nala nila. kinhési bikala sakala balasila. 8. 
puni lachimana sugriva bibhisana. saranhi mari kinhési jarjara tana. 9. 


All the strong and valiant warriors, such as Hanuman, Angad, Nala and Neela etc., 
were left stunned and agitated. (8) 


After that, he (Meghanad) directed his attention on Laxman, Sugriv and Vibhishan; he 
assailed them all by shooting volleys of arrows that pierced through their bodies and 
severely wounded them. (9) 


qA wqufa & ast IT 1 ae BTSs Bs mÈ APTI Qo N 

SOT UTS TA UT GAN | CATT Bt Wem Sif N gg I 
We ga HIS Aa HC AMT | Gal aA Wah SATA N 2 N 
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puni raghupati sair jūjhai lāgā. sara chamita'i ho'i lagahirn naga. 10. 

byala pasa basa bha'ē kharari. svabasa ananta ēka abikari. 11. 

nata iva kapata carita kara nana. sada svatantra ēka bhagavana. 12. 

rana sobha lagi prabhuhirn bamdhayo. nagapasa dévanha bhaya pāyō. 13. 


Finally, he (Meghanad) engaged Lord Ram in a fierce duel; he shot powerful arrows 
that transformed themselves into serpents when they hit the Lord. (10) 


These serpents managed to ensnare Lord Ram who is famed as the slayer of demon 
Khar; it is such an irony that the Lord who is eternally independent and free, who is 
without a beginning or an end as he is eternal and infinite, who is one and non-dual, 
and who has no faults in him that are normally associated with this mortal world, 
should get trapped by a snare of serpents that tightly coiled themselves around him. 

[Why did this happen; why did Lord Ram, who is eternally free from all sorts 
of delusions, allow himself to be caught in this one? This question is answered in the 
next verse.] (11) 


Verily, though Lord Ram is the Supreme Being who is always free and independent, 
yet he decided to get tied in a snare of serpents just to play out his role as a human 
being to perfection like an expert actor ought to’. (12) 


The fact of the matter is that the almighty and omnipotent Lord Ram wished to uphold 
the dignity of a duel and adhere to the norms associated with a battle where there are 
ups and downs during a combat, and a warrior, no matter how strong and powerful he 
might be, cannot always have the upper hand over his adversary. 

The Lord did this to imply that since he had assumed the form of a human 
being, he is subject to all the limitations that apply to this race. His form as an 
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ensnared warrior who remained calm and poised inspite of being tied with a rope of 
serpents imparted a unique charm and beauty to the battle-field; it was a singularly 
captivating sight that enthralled the mind of the beholder amidst the general scene of 
the battle-field that was marked by bloodshed, bedlam and mayhem. 

The sight of Lord Ram trapped in a snare of serpents sent waves of fear rolling 
amongst the gods (who were watching the proceedings from their stations in the sky). 
[The gods became alarmed and terrified when they saw Lord Ram ensnared in a tight 
grip of serpents that coiled themselves around him. It was a nightmare for the gods. ] 


(13) 


[Note—'To wit, Lord Ram willingly allowed himself to be caught in the snare of 
magical serpents thrown by Meghanad because the Lord is an expert actor, and so he 
wished to play his role of a human being to perfection. Being the almighty and 
omnipotent Lord God of the world, had the Lord wanted he could have remained free 
and very easily neutralize this formidable weapon of Meghanad, but that would not be 
like an ordinary man, for it would obviously have been a display of superhuman 
powers, an act which the Lord wished to avoid. ] 


do. ARa arg ara aft a rete vet ure 
A fae cet at stag sara faa rare ii 93 N 
dona. 


girija jasu nama japi muni katahim bhava pasa. 
so ki bandha tara ava'i byapaka bisva nivasa. 73. 


[Lord Shiva, the primary narrator of this glorious story, says to his consort Parvati, 
whose other name was Girija as she was the daughter of the King of Mountains—] 

‘Oh Girija! The Lord whose name is so divine and holy that when great sages 
and hermits repeat it during their meditative sessions they are able to cut through the 
formidable snare that ties the soul of a creature to this gross mortal world of 
transmigration, and thereby find deliverance for themselves, say how can that 
supreme Lord be tied in a snare of false snakes?! (Doha no. 73) 


[Note—'To wit, it is not true that Meghanad was actually able to tie Lord Ram in a 
snare of snakes, because it was simply impossible to do so for reasons cited in this 
Doha. But the illusion that Meghanad created was so perfect that it gave the 
impression that the Lord was indeed trapped in his snare, and this illusion was further 
sustained because the Lord himself wished to maintain this impression. 

Why so? The answer is given in Chaupai line nos. 12-13 that precede Doha 
no. 73 herein above. The Lord had to act his role of a human being to perfection for 
he wished to honour the words of the creator Brahma that Ravana and his compatriots 
would be killed only by a human being*, and so it was necessary that the Lord must 
actually behave like an ordinary man in order to keep Brahma’s words. Had Lord 
Ram used his supernatural powers to free himself from this magical snare, the very 
purpose of his assuming the form of a human being would be defeated, for then his 
true identity as the Supreme Being would be known to one and all, and if that 
happened and he still went ahead to eliminate the demons led by their king Ravana 
then it would be in gross violation of Brahma’s solemn words. That would not be 
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good under any circumstance as it would undermine the Creator’s dignity and 
authority. This is why Lord Ram willingly accepted to be tied up by a snare of snakes 
created by Meghanad. 

* Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede 
Doha no. 177.] 


dio, URATH A m Vat late a oe afeg aa APT g 
are fern ara PoE rate sae ah Gat ANT 2 


caupa’. 


carita rama kē saguna bhavani. tarki na jāhim bud'dhi bala bani. 1. 
asa bicari jē tagya biragi. ramahi bhajahim tarka saba tyagj. 2. 


[Lord Shiva told his consort called Bhavani—] ‘Oh Bhavani! What the Supreme 
Being did in his human manifestation as Lord Ram is so mysterious and beyond 
comprehension of mortal creatures that it cannot be subjected to worldly logic and 
interpretation of the mind. Hence, it cannot be described by the power of speech or 
understood by application of the power of reasoning, and therefore there should not be 
any debates and arguments regarding the Lord’s deeds and actions (for all of them are 
exceedingly mysterious and beyond comprehension of the mind-intellect complex)’. 


(1) 


Taking this into consideration, those who are enlightened about this Truth concerning 
Lord Ram, are wise and prudent enough to have devotion for the Lord, to worship and 
adore the Lord in a dispassionate manner, without getting unnecessarily perturbed and 
perplexed at what the Lord does in his human form, because no matter how hard they 
try they would only be wasting their time and energy in the futile exercise of 
attempting to unravel these secrets by applying logic and reasoning to understand 
them, for they are bound to fail in this exercise. (2) 


[Note—'Similar idea is expressed elsewhere also in Ram Charit Manas—for instance, 
refer to: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
121; Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 341. 

The idea is that a wise and enlightened person ought not to allow himself to be 
dragged into the whirlpool of doubts and confusions by applying unnecessary logic 
and reasoning to understand every thing about Lord Ram, as it would only vex his 
spirit and create misunderstanding regarding the Supreme Being because the latter is 
beyond the reach of the mind and the intellect. Such an exercise, if attempted, would 
only lead to more and more perplexities and uneasiness of the soul, instead of 
granting any worthwhile result in the form of peace and stability of the mind; so it’s 
better to avoid it altogether.] 
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byakula kataku kinha ghananada. puni bha pragata kaha'i durbada. 3. 
jamavanta kaha khala rahu tharha. suni kari tahi krodha ati barha. 4. 
burha jāni satha chamré'um tohi. lagési adhama pacarai mohi. 5. 
asa kahi tarala trisula calayo. jamavanta kara gahi so'i dhayo. 6. 


Meghanad (“ghananada”; one who roared like the sound of like thunder) made the 
whole army of monkeys and bears extremely agitated and perplexed by his skillful 
maneuverings and employment of magical tricks. After remaining illusive for some 
time, he reappeared once again, and began using offensive and threatening language. 


(3) 


Jamvant, the chief of the bears, challenged him, saying, “Oh you rascal; keep standing 
(to face me).’ 
Meghanad became excessively furious when he heard it. (4) 


He angrily shot back at Jamvant, saying caustically, ‘I had spared you hitherto fore 
considering your old age. But how ungrateful you lowly fellow are that, instead of 
feeling obliged to me, you choose to challenge and remonstrate me. Woes betide you, 
oh you wretch!’ (5) 


Saying these wrathful words, Meghanad shot a shimmering hot trident at Jamvant; the 
latter grabbed it immediately and lunged aggressively towards his attacker to hit him 
back with the same trident. (6) 


TR Aes Bret oT ah aha Ararat i 9 
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marisi méghanada kai chati. para bhumi ghurmita suraghati. 7. 
puni risana gahi carana phirayo. mahi pachari nija bala dékharayo. 8. 


He (Jamvant) hit Meghanad in his chest with this trident so violently that the 
tormentor of gods reeled under its impact, swooned, and then fell down on the 
ground. (7) 


Then Jamvant showed his valour by catching hold of Meghanad by his leg in a fury, 
swung him round and round, and then dashed him against the ground. (8) 


[Note—'Whatever sense that was left in Meghanad after being attacked by the trident 
was now surely gone, and he remained prostrated on the ground, completely lifeless 
for some moments. This was the first time in his life that Meghanad had had to face 
this situation, and he wasn’t prepared for it. So it came to him as a shock that totally 
unnerved him. First was the violent strike by the powerful trident, and then in quick 
succession came this vicious dashing on the ground; this left little time for him to 
recover his breath and wits, and for some moment he lay dazed and motionless on the 
ground like a corpse. 
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Jamvant was responding to Meghanad’s comment that he had desisted from 
attacking the former out of deference to his old age when a person becomes physically 
weak—apropos verse no. 5 herein above. Jamvant wished to tell Meghanad that he 
owes nothing to him, and a warrior does not want to live on charity or mercy of his 
enemy. He might be old in body but that does not mean that he lacks in strength, 
power, courage and valour. ] 


OT Wale Gl AVS A ANT | da We Ue CHT UT SATU S Ul 
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bara prasada so mara'i na mara. taba gahi pada lanka para dara. 9. 
iham dévarisi garura pathayo. rama samipa sapadi so ayo. 10. 


Due to the boons that Meghanad had, he did not die’. So Jamvant seized him by his 
legs and tossed him away in such a way that he landed in Lanka. (9) 


Meanwhile, the celestial sage Narad sent Garud (the mount of Lord Vishnu who is 
renowned for his ability to devour serpents) who came immediately to Lord Ram. (10) 


[Note—Meghanad was granted a boon by Lord Brahma, the creator, that he would die 
only at the hands of someone who hasn’t slept and hasn’t had a proper meal for 
fourteen years. {Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 8, verse nos. 
64-65; and Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, verse no. 175.} 

The question arises: ‘from whom and when did Laxman learn the skill that 
enabled him to remain alive without eating and sleeping for such a long time?’ Well, 
the answer is found in Ram Charit Manas itself where it is expressly mentioned that 
sage Vishwamitra had imparted this singularly unique Vidya (esoteric knowledge) to 
the two brothers, Lord Ram and Laxman, when he was taking them to his hermitage 
in order to eliminate the demons who had been defiling his fire sacrifice. This Vidya 
imparted to the two brothers the skill to survive without eating, drinking and sleeping. 
This mystical ability and its esoteric knowledge would stand them in good stead when 
they would eventually go to the forest where proper food, drink and sleep would be 
virtually impossible. 

The grateful sage had also given them some very rare weapons that were 
exclusive and could only be used by a person who is entitled to use them, for they 
were sort-of locked by a password in the form of some Mantra, which could have 
been some sort of a special combination of words, letters or phrases that would unlock 
the fierce potentials of the concerned weapon upon invocation. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 209 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it. } 

According to Valmiki’s Ramayan, Brahma gave him a boon that he could only 
be killed if his enemy managed to reach the site where he would be doing some fire 
sacrifice to gain victory over the enemy, disrupt his sacrifice and attack him 
simultaneously. {Refer: Valmiki’s Ramayana, Lanka Kand, Canto 85, verse nos. 14- 
15.} 

We shall soon read in the verses that follow herein below that in order to 
honour Brahma’s words, Lord Ram would send Laxman along with others to disrupt 
the fire sacrifice that Meghanad was performing to gain victory in the war, and in the 
ensuing scuffle he was killed by Laxman. It ought to be noted here that Laxman 
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hadn’t slept or eaten properly for the entire fourteen years he stayed with Lord Ram in 
the forest—and so he fitted in perfectly to be the one who was eligible to slay 
Meghanad as ordained by Brahma. ] 


do. am wa aft GIT AAT APT THT | 
Tre ATA AT Aa SCT AMT FA Il OX (R ) Ul 
doha. 


khagapati saba dhari kha'é maya naga barutha. 
maya bigata bha'ē saba harasé banara jutha. 74 (a). 


The king of birds, i.e. Garud, caught hold of the serpents that were created by Maya 
(delusions) spread by Meghanad, as a result of which Lord Ram appeared to be tied in 
their snare because they had wrapped themselves tightly around his body. Garud 
gobbled up all these serpents, thereby freeing the Lord from their clutches’, 

As soon as this delusion was dispelled and Lord Ram became free once again, 
there was cheer and exhilaration all around as the monkeys and bears rejoiced at this 
positive turn of events. (Doha no. 74-a) 


[Note—'Garud was utterly confounded that Lord Ram, who was deemed to be an 
incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the Lord of the world, could be so easily tied by ordinary 
serpents. Garud wondered how could this be possible, and since it had actually 
happened then surely Lord Ram was not what he is made out to be: Is he an ordinary 
human prince, or is it true that he is actually a manifestation of Lord Vishnu himself 
as the gods and the scriptures affirmed him to be? Garud could not reconcile the two 
opposing pictures, and he was overcome with utter confusion and doubt about Lord 
Ram’s true nature and identity. This confusion had been worrying his mind and heart 
so much that he sought clarification to settle the matter once and for all; so he later on 
approached sage Narad who sent him to the creator Brahma, who in turn referred him 
to Lord Shiva because the latter is considered not only as the wisest and the most 
enlightened amongst all the gods but also the one who is specially qualified to answer 
Garud’s query regarding Lord Ram’s true nature and identity as Lord Shiva 
worshipped Lord Ram and adored him as his chosen deity, using Lord Ram’s holy 
name as his preferred Mantra for doing mediation and other spiritual pursuits. 

Lord Shiva decided that it would be better to send Garud to the saintly crow 
named Kaagbhusund for the divine discourse that would remove Garud’s confusion, 
because both of them were birds and so it would be easy for them to converse with 
each other in their own language. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 58—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
64.} 

What followed is the divine discourse given by the crow-saint Kaagbhusund 
for the benefit of Garud, a discourse that came to be known as the famed 
“Kaagbhusund Ramayan”. It is narrated in full in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, 
from Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 64—to Doha no. 125. Fortunately, 
this Ramayan has been dealt with thoroughly in English by the humble author of this 
current Book the reader is reading now, and is also available on the same websites 
where this current Book is available. | 
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gahi giri padapa upala nakha dhā'ē kisa risā'i. 
calé tamicara bikalatara garha para carhé parā'i. 74 (b). 


Reinvigorated with energy and renewed enthusiasm, the furious monkey and bear 
warriors launched a fresh wave of vicious attack by arming themselves with 
mountainous rocks and boulders, huge trees and anything else they could lay their 
hands upon. 

The ferocity of the retaliatory attack by Lord Ram’s army was so intense that 
the demon warriors fled in panic, rushing back into the fort of Lanka (as fast as they 
could, to escape being slaughtered). (Doha no. 74-b) 


dio, T & Ate arnt | trate facitfen cst sift APT UU 
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caupa’. 


méghanada kai muracha jagi. pitahi biloki laja ati lagi. 1. 
turata gaya'u giribara kandara. karaurn ajaya makha asa mana dhara. 2. 


Meanwhile, when Meghanad recovered from his fainting spell, and when he saw his 
father Ravana he felt very ashamed at himself’. (1) 


He immediately went into a mountain cave, telling himself determinedly that he 
would perform a fire sacrifice that would make him virtually invincible in the war. (2) 


[Note—'Meghanad had excessively boasted earlier about his stellar martial skills, 
assuring his father Ravana that he would avenge the killing of his uncle 
Kumbhakaran—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that 
precede Doha no. 72. Now, what face did he have to show his father? Instead of 
coming home proudly as a victor, he had been dumped unconscious, like a sac, at his 
father’s foot, lying prostrate on the ground like a battered and defeated warrior. So 
where was his boast and bluster now? ] 
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ihānř bibhisana mantra bicara. sunahu natha bala atula udara. 3. 
méghanada makha kara'i apavana. khala mayavi déva satavana. 4. 
jaum prabhu sid'dha ho'i so pā'ihi. natha bégi puni jiti na jā'ihi. 5. 
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Here, in Lord Ram’s camp, Vibhishan thought to himself that it would be wise to tell 
the Lord about this development'. So he approached the Lord and said, ‘Listen my 
Lord of immense strength and magnanimity. (3) 


The evil Meghanad, who employs deceit and vile methods to accomplish his goal, and 
who is a known tormentor of gods, is performing a fire sacrifice with malefic 
intentions. (4) 


Oh Lord, should he be able to complete it successfully then it would be impossible to 
defeat him.’ (5) 


[Note—'Surely this shows that there were spies in Lanka who had kept Vibhishan 
abreast of the developments inside the fort. These demons were the ones who were 
disillusioned with Ravana and had a secret desire to overthrow him. They had sided 
with Vibhishan in the hope that when the tide of war turns against Ravana and he is 
trounce, it is certain that Vibhishan would be the next king of Lanka, and if they 
joined him now, albeit quietly, then they would be rewarded in due course. Truly this 
behaviour is treason and betrayal, but it is what actually happens everywhere during a 
war. | 
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suni raghupati atisaya sukha mana. bole angadadi kapi nana. 6. 
lachimana sanga jahu saba bha'’l. karahu bidhansa jagya kara jal. 7. 
tumha lachimana maréhu rana ohi. dékhi sabhaya sura dukha ati moni. 8. 
marehu tehi bala bud'dhi upā'. jēhim chijai nisicara sunu bha'l. 9. 
jamavanta sugriva bibhisana. sena sameta rahéhu tini'u jana. 10. 


When Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) heard this, he felt very glad'. He summoned 
Angad and other monkeys [6] and instructed them, ‘Oh brothers (bhā'! All of you 
go along with Laxman’ and destroy his (Meghanad’s) fire sacrifice [7]. (6-7) 


You Laxman, listen to me. You must slay this demon in the battle. I feel hurt when I 
observe that the gods are terrified of him. (8) 


So, employ whatever tactic you deem fit according to the situation on the ground, and 
use your martial skills, strength and wisdom to somehow get rid of him so that the 


demons are demoralized and emotionally defeated. (9) 


Jamvant, Sugriv and Vibhishan—you three stay back with the rest of the army.” (1) 
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[Note—'Why did Lord Ram feel glad when Vibhishan told him about Meghanad 
performing a fire sacrifice? Well, it was a proof that Vibhishan was loyal to him, and 
it also proved him correct when he had taken a decision to welcome Vibhishan inspite 
of stiff opposition and strong reservations expressed against it by all the monkey 
advisors at the time when Vibhishan had come to seek Lord Ram’s refuse after being 
kicked out by Ravana—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 43—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 45. 


*By calling the monkey warriors “brothers”, Lord Ram instantly established a close 
rapport and an emotional connect with them. They all felt that Lord Ram was not 
someone who was an outsider for whom they were fighting a war that did not concern 
them directly, but that the Lord was very dear to them all and they were fighting for 
someone who was like a family member for the monkey race. By this single word 
“brother”, the wise Lord Ram had endeared the rank and file of the whole army so 
much that the monkey and bear warriors were ready to die for him. 


*Why did Lord Ram select Laxman to lead this campaign? We have read earlier that 
Meghanad had defeated Laxman during their first encounter when Laxman had been 
gravely wounded and fell down unconscious—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha no. 54. 

Lord Ram wanted to give Laxman a chance to redeem his self-esteem and 
reputation by slaying Meghanad to avenge his defeat earlier. 


“With Kumbhakran already dead, Meghanad’s death would completely demoralize the 
demon army as well as their king Ravana, and this would weaken their resolve to 
continue with the war; and even if they decided not to turn back at this late stage then 
at least they would be fighting half-heartedly. This would ensure victory for the 
Lord’s army which was now in a great fighting spirit. 


5So, who went with Laxman to fight with Meghanad? This answer is given in Doha 
no. 74 herein below. Laxman was accompanied by Angad, Neela, Nala, Mayand, 
Nala, and the valiant warrior Hanuman. They were close friends and stood together in 
thick and thin. They led the assault from the front; they were commanders and leading 
warriors of troops under their supervision. On the other hand, Sugriv, who was the 
king of the monkeys, Jamvant, who was the chief of the bears, and Vibhishan, who 
was a royal member of the demon race and a brother of Ravana, and had come to seek 
refuge with the Lord, were senior advisors of the Lord and top generals of his army. | 
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jaba raghubira dinhi anusasana. kati nisanga kasi saji sarasana. 11. 


prabhu pratapa ura dhari ranadhira. bolé ghana iva gira gambhira. 12. 
jaum tehi aju badhém binu avaum. tau raghupati sēvaka na kahavaum. 13. 
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jaurh sata sankara karahim sahā'ī. tadapi hata'um raghubira dōhā'ī. 14. 


When Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram, the brave warrior in the family of king Raghu) had 
issued these instructions, Laxman prepared to leave; he tied his quiver properly to his 
waist and stringed his bow as he got ready to depart. (11) 


Invoking the glory and the majesty of Lord Ram in his heart, Laxman said with a 
stern and deep voice that resonated like thunder [12], ‘If I come back without slaying 
him (Meghanad), then I shall forfeit the right to be called a sincere servant of Lord 
Ram [13]. (12-13) 


Verily I make a vow that even if thousands of Shivas (who is deemed to be the god of 
death and war as he is responsible for bringing life to an end in this creation) come 
out to help him (Meghanad) and obstruct his demise, I say on oath by invoking the 
name of my revered Lord Ram (Raghubir) that I would still slay him, no matter what 
happens.” (14) 


[Note—'For Laxman no one in this world mattered more than Lord Ram and his 
honour; if a situation arose where he had to make a choice between Lord Ram and 
anyone else, his choice will surely and certainly be in the favour of Lord Ram, even if 
it meant to turn the world upside down. This decision of Laxman to stand by Lord 
Ram at all costs is clear earlier also when he had sternly and fearlessly taken sage 
Parashuram to task for attempting to brow-beat and threaten the Lord when he had 
broken the bow of Lord Shiva during the marriage ceremony of Sita—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 268—to Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 281. 

A similar approach of Laxman is seen when the news arrived that Bharat, their 
brother, is coming to the forest with a huge army to meet Lord Ram. Though Bharat’s 
intention was absolutely above board as he wished to persuade the Lord to come back 
to Ayodhya, but the news that a huge army was accompanying Bharat gave the wrong 
impression that he is coming to fight the Lord and defeat him to ensure that he can 
ascend the throne of the kingdom and there is no one to claim it later on. At that time 
too, Laxman had threatened to kill Bharat if he dared raise his head against Lord 
Ram—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 227—to Doha no. 230. 

The use of the term ‘thousands of Shivas’ is a figure of speech that simply 
means that even if multitudes of forces of multiple strengths join hands to protect 
Maghanad, still Laxman would defeat them. ] 


ao, Tula ae as fae aes Ta Ba | 
atte Atel HAS Act AAT TAS STAT I 9 Ul 

doha. 

raghupati carana nā'i siru calé'u turanta ananta. 


angada nila mayanda nala sanga subhata hanumanta. 75. 


* Anant (another name of Laxman, signifying that he was eternal in his primary form 
as Lord Seshnath, the thousand hooded celestial serpent who supports the world on 
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his hoods) bowed his head reverentially before Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram)! and set 
out to accomplish his assigned mission (to eliminate Meghanad). 

He was accompanied by Angad, Neela, Mayand, Nala, and Hanuman who had 
exceptional skills and was a valiant warrior (and they too followed Laxman’s example 
by first bowing their heads before Lord Ram before starting on their mission). (Doha 
no. 75) 


{*This Doha can also be read as follows: “Anant (Laxman), Angad, Neela, Mayand, 
Nala, along with the skilled and valiant (sanga subhata) Hanuman, bowed their 
heads before Lord Ram to pay their respects to him and seek his blessings as they 
started on their mission (of eliminating Meghanad as instructed by the Lord_.”} 


[Note—'When Laxman had gone to face Meghanad on the first occasion, he hadn’t 
paid his obeisance to Lord Ram by bowing his head before the latter, as a result of 
which he had to suffer an ignominious defeat at the hands of Meghanad who 
successfully shot him down, making him faint and fall unconscious in the battle- 
field—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Doha no. 52, and (ii) Chaupai 
line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 54. 

Even others who accompanied him at that time neglected this etiquette, and so 
they too suffered a humiliating defeat during the duel with Meghanad. 

So, having learnt a bitter lesson, Laxman and his companions did not forget to 
pay their respects to Lord Ram by bowing before him to seek his blessings at the time 
they started on their mission to tackle Meghanad. The result was they succeeded in 
their mission this time; they easily managed to overcome and slay Meghanad. 

If we examine the proceedings of the war carefully we will find that on every 
occasion when the monkey and bear warriors missed paying their due respects to Lord 
Ram before an assault on the enemy forces, they were forced to retreat and suffer 
greatly. Let’s see such instances now. 

During the first day of the war, the monkeys and bears went to the battle-field 
after bowing before Lord Ram, and thus they became victorious—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 39; Chaupai 
line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 42; Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precedes Doha no. 43; 
Doha no. 44; and Doha no. 47. 

On the second day, however, they did not follow this protocol, and hence had 
to suffer defeat and battering at the hands of Meghanad—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 50 along with Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede it. 

A similar situation prevailed on the third day of the war too—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 65; Doha no. 
64; Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 67. 

On the fourth day also the monkey troops committed the same error of not 
paying their respects to Lord Ram before commencement of the day’s battle, and thus 
suffered heavily—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-11 
that precede Doha no. 72; Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 74. 

That was enough for them, and so they took special caution to bow their heads 
before Lord Ram on the fifth day of the war when they went out to deal with 
Meghanad. | 


lo, Wig fire A Gat sar | ngA ca SHE ate Far 8 N 
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caupal. 


ja'i kapinha so dékha baisa. ahuti déta rudhira aru bhainsa. 1. 
kinha kapinha saba jagya bidhansa. jaba na utha'i taba karahim prasansa. 2. 


When the Kapis (the monkeys; named in Doha no. 75 herein above) went to the site 
(where Meghanad was performing his fire sacrifice to make him invincible and 
conquer his enemy), they found him offering blood and sacrificing live buffalos as 
offerings to the fire’. (1) 


The Kapis destroyed his evil sacrifice’, but when they observed that inspite of this 
grave provocation he remained unmoved and continued with his rituals, they began to 
praise him’. (2) 


[Note—'Since only the Kapis went to the actual spot of Meghanad’s fire sacrifice, it 
clearly means that Laxman stood outside the cave where it was being performed, in 
order to guard the cave’s mouth to make sure that Meghanad did escape from there, 
and also that no demon is allowed to go in to his aid from the outside. 

How did the Kapis and Laxman go to know about the exact location of this 
secret fire sacrifice? Well, it was disclosed by Vibhishan himself (Chaupai line nos. 3- 
4 that precede Doha no. 75), because he was Ravana’s brother and privy to all the 
secrets of Lanka. 

This site was well protected and known only to a selected few. It is written in 
Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 131, verse nos. 181-184 that this place was near a 
great Banyan tree and was guarded by a plethora of formidable obstacles, such as 
poisonous snakes, huge and strong elephants, raging fire, fierce wind, and deep 
trenches filled with water. Laxman destroyed them by employing the following 
counter measures: he destroyed the serpents by using the Garud weapon; the elephants 
by using Parvat weapon, i.e. a weapon that turned into a huge mountain and crushed 
the enemy upon whom it falls; the Water weapon which doused the raging fire; by 
Storm was neutralized by asking Hanuman, the son of the wind god, to inhale it; and 
the Vayabyastra, the explosive fire weapon, the heat of which dried up the water filled 
trenches. 

However, Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 9, verse nos. 13-14 
says that a huge army was guarding Meghanad’s fire sacrifice, and so Vibhishan told 
Laxman to destroy it. This means two things—viz. (i) Vibhishan had accompanied 
them to help them conquer Meghanad, and (ii) that a huge army of demons had been 
guarding the fire sacrifice, making it necessary for Laxman to engage them in a battle 
while the Kapis went inside to destroy the fire sacrifice itself and engage Meghanad in 
a duel. 

A similar idea is expressed in Valmiki’s Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 86, 
verse no. 14. 


*A question may be asked, and an objection may be raised: ‘Destroying an ongoing 
fire sacrifice is an offense; it is a sinful act. So why did the Lord’s messengers do it; 
why did they commit an offense by destroying a fire sacrifice of Meghanad?’ 

Well, the answer is this: The Lord’s messengers wanted to teach the demons a 
lesson by giving them the same treatment that they had been meting out to the sages, 
seers and hermits whose fire sacrifices they had been destroying for a long time; the 
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Lord’s messengers wished to administer the demons the same medicine that they had 
been using to subdue and torment others. 

Secondly, the fire sacrifice that Meghanad was doing was an evil form of the 
ritual as he was using blood and live buffaloes as offerings, which in effect meant that 
the ‘Fire God’, who is the patron deity of the sacred fire of the fire sacrifice as well as 
a representative of the holy fire element, was actually being defiled and insulted, 
instead of being worshipped and honoured, an act which itself was very sinful and 
unpardonable, and therefore punishable. Hence, there was nothing wrong in stopping 
this evil and sinful form of fire sacrifice. 


*And why did the Kapis praise Meghanad? They appreciated his determination and 
resilience; they appreciated that inspite of the ruckus created by them Meghanad 
continued to remain calm; he continued to meditate and remain focused on his 
objective, something which is rare and difficult to practice under the situation 
prevailing at that time.] 


data 4 Sos ths Ha Ms | othe Stet ola Bet WAS It BU 
A Raa aren aft at | ST HS TST STAT UY 


tadapi na utha'i dharénhi kaca ja’. latanhi hati hati calé para’. 3. 
lai trisula dhava kapi bhagé. a'é jaham ramanuja agé. 4. 


When Meghanad did not rise up from his seat inspite of this grave provocation, the 
Kapis went to him, caught hold of his hairs and pulled them hard, after which they 
kicked him viciously and ran away. [Obviously, this was too much an insult for 
Meghanad to bear, so at last he lost is cool.] (3) 


He (Meghanad) grabbed his fierce Trident and rushed wrathfully at the Kapis, who 
ran as fast as they could to come out of the cave, where Laxman was waiting for 
them’. (4) 


[Note—'Had the great Kapis, such as Angad, Hanuman, Nala, Neela and Mayand 
wanted, they could have trashed Meghanad to death inside the cave itself; they 
wouldn’t have allowed him to grab his Trident. But that would have undermined 
Laxman’s glory and honour; it would be tantamount to subordination Lord Ram’s 
brother and dent his reputation, because history will recall that Laxman could never 
defeat Meghanad in a direct battle, for during the first encounter he had fell down 
unconscious when attacked by Meghanad, and on the second occasion he had 
preferred to stand outside the cave and send the Kapis to slay his adversary inside it, 
perhaps because he was scared to face Meghanad directly. 

So therefore, the Kapis chose not to kill Meghanad themselves, but force him 
to pursue them and come to the place where Laxman was waiting for them, outside 
the mouth of the cave. This would give Laxman an opportunity to avenge his earlier 
defeat at the hands of Meghanad by killing him now. ] 


amar UTA Shel HC ANT st BT Ta as ANT UG Il 
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malty Heda site ame lata Graa St enh RRT un & M 


ava parama krodha kara mara. garja ghora rava barahim bara. 5. 
kopi marutasuta angada dhā'ē. hati trisula ura dharani girā'ē. 6. 


He (Meghanad) was overwhelmed with excess of anger, and rushed forward roaring 
repeatedly and terrifyingly like the sound of thunder with which the doomsday clouds 
roar in the sky. (5) 


When Hanuman (the son of the wind god—‘marutasuta”) and Angad saw him 
pursuing them, they turned back and rushed to intercept him. But Meghanad struck 
the two warriors so ferociously with his formidable Trident that they fell down on the 
ground, unable to cope with the force of the strike. (6) 


WY He Sista We West | elt Ha aria BT GST O N 
sf AR arefa errr i gate alfa afe ars a ars 2 N 


prabhu kahan chamrési sila pracanda. sara hati krta ananta juga khanda. 7. 
uthi bahori maruti jubaraja. hatahim kopi tehi gha'u na baja. 8. 


Then he (Meghanad) threw his formidable Trident with great force at the Lord 
(Laxman), but Lord Anant (i.e. Laxman, because he is a manifestation of ‘Anant’, the 
celestial Serpent known as Seshnath who is believed to be eternal) shot his arrow and 
broke that Trident into two midway’. (7) 


Meanwhile, Maruti (Hanuman) and Jubraj (the prince of the monkeys, i.e. Angad) 
recovered from their shock, and furiously began their retaliatory attack on Meghanad, 
but mysteriously he was not injured, at least not gravely and in a visible manner”. (8) 


[Note—'Imagine the speed with which Laxman reacted. Everything was over in a 
span of a few milliseconds as Meghanad’s Trident fell down like a broken tree 
branch. 


*Meghanad was made of an exceptionally stern stuff; he was a war-veteran, had a 
colossal, robust and muscular body, and he was the fiercest of all the demon warriors, 
inheriting the genes of his great warrior father Ravana. 

Remember: Meghanad had held the Trident in his hand as he struck Hanuman 
and Angad violently in quick succession, after which he threw it with all his might at 
Laxman. The blow was so hard that it had made Hanuman and Angad fall down on 
the ground, which in itself was no mean achievement as they were equally valiant and 
strong as Meghanad. Nevertheless, the two victims of Meghanad’s wrath had suffered 
immensely by the fierceness of the blow of the Trident, which had sapped their 
energy and made them swoon and lose their balance. So, though they recovered from 
the blow to some extent and stood up to challenge their enemy, yet this recovery was 
only partial as they could not fully muster the strength to strike back at their enemy 
sufficiently hard and with the same ferocity with which they had hit him during the 
disruption of his fire sacrifice, for it was not practical that they could collect the extent 
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of the energy and dynamism which they initially possessed at the beginning of the 
duel, at such short notice, after being pummeled by Meghanad. 

The result was that their strike had no visible effect on Meghanad; the thick- 
skinned, strong and powerful demon prince simply felt like an elephant who has been 
hit by a stick; he simply neglected it.] 


fax att Ry aS AAMT aa atta HAT ate ARTT Ut Ul 
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phirē bira ripu mara'i na mara. taba dhava kari ghora cikara. 9. 

avata dékhi krud'dha janu kala. lachimana charé bisikha karala. 10. 
dekhési avata pabi sama bana. turata bhaya'u khala antaradhana. 11. 
bibidha bésa dhari kara'i lara’. kabahumka pragata kabahum duri ja’. 12. 


When the two warriors (Hanuman and Angad) realized that their enemy could not be 
subdued by any means they employed, they (wisely) decided to turn back (and join 
Laxman). But as soon as Meghanad saw them returning, he thought that they were 
retreating out of fear; so he lunged forward vehemently, with renewed vigour, and 
yelling ferociously. (9) 


At that time, Meghanad appeared to be like a personified form of an angry ‘Kaal’, the 
god of death and destruction, who seemed bent on wreaking vengeance upon his 
enemy. 

When Laxman observed that Meghanad was coming towards him with such an 
excessive ferocity, he himself became exceedingly angry (as he remembered the 
earlier episode when he was gravely wounded by Meghanad during their first 
encounter). Hence, Laxman wasted no time in shooting powerful arrows at 
Meghanad. (10) 


That wicked fellow (i.e. Meghanad) vanished from sight as soon as he saw the fierce 
arrows, which were glowing like a raging fire, coming to strike him down. (11) 


He started playing his usual tricks that caused delusions, by assuming various 
illusionary forms and striking at the enemy in different ways, appearing near for one 
moment and then disappearing and reappearing at a distance at the next moment, 
creating utter confusion and consternation amongst the monkeys and bears, and trying 
his best to frustrate Laxman. (12) 


dfa stare Ry Sea HAT 1 OH Hag Ta WAS STAT 3 N 
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dekhi ajaya ripu darapé kisa. parama krud'dha taba bhaya'u ahisa. 13. 
lachimana mana asa mantra drrhava. ēhi papihi maim bahuta khélava. 14. 
sumiri kosaladhisa pratapa. sara sandhana kinha kari dapa. 15. 

chara bana majha ura lāgā. marati bara kapatu saba tyaga. 16. 


Observing that the enemy (Meghanad) appeared to be invincible, Laxman, a 
manifestation of the celestial Serpent (ahisa), became wrathful and ferocious like his 
primary form’. (13) 


Laxman decided in his mind that he has had enough of this sinful creature, and so it 
was high time to bring this drama to an end. (14) 


[So, what did Laxman do in the final act?] Laxman remembered the glory and majesty 
of Lord Ram (i.e. he invoked the divinity of the Lord and sought his blessings and 
permission for what he was about to do), and then, full of vengeance, he mounted his 
arrow on his bow, and took a careful aim at the enemy. (15) 


Finally, Laxman shot that formidable arrow straight at Meghanad, and it slammed into 
the latter’s chest, piercing it in the middle. At the time of his death, he (Meghanad) 
abandoned all deceits, falsehoods and pretensions’. 

[To wit, the whole array of illusionary but fearful forms, as well as the many 
magical tricks that Meghanad had been employing while alive, immediately vanished 
as soon as he died.] (16) 


[Note—'It means that Laxman began hissing with clenched teeth and breathing fire 
through his nostrils like an angry mythological dragon that spews fire and brimstone 
upon the world to destroy it when it gets annoyed. 

Laxman was a manifestation of Lord Seshnath, the celestial serpent who has a 
thousand hoods, and holds the world aloft on them like it were merely a speck of 
sand—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Ayodhya Kand, Chanda line nos. 3-4 that 
precede Doha no. 126; and (ii) Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha 
no. 83 which explicitly endorse these two points. 


*Meghanad knew very well, like his own father Ravana and his uncle Kumbhakaran 
did, that both Lord Ram and Laxman were no ordinary human princes but 
manifestations of Lord Vishnu and Lord Seshnath respectively. So why then did he 
fight them as if they were his mortal enemies? It was because he was merely obeying 
his father Ravana’s orders, and he was doing it as an obedient son and a faithful 
member of the demon race was expected to do, for it was his moral duty to remain 
loyal and faithful and committed to his own family and race. 

Lord Ram is an impartial and compassionate Lord of the world; he has no 
enemy or friend; he simply wishes to uphold the law of Dharma, the law that espouses 
the cause of auspiciousness, righteousness, propriety, probity, good and right conduct, 
and ethics and morality. The demons had violated this law; they were tormenting and 
wreaking havoc upon the creatures of the Lord’s own creation, which was an 
unjustified and unpardonable act which needed to be stopped, and the perpetrator 
brought to justice. That is why Lord Vishnu was compelled to come down as Lord 
Ram and get rid of these demons; he had no personal grudge against them. 
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So, though it looked that these demons were killed in the war and must have 
surely gone to hell because of the horrendous sins they had been committing, but the 
fact is that all of them found deliverance for their souls—this is explicitly stated in 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 114; 
and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 45; and (iii) Aranya Kand, Doha 
no. 20-a. 


How do we know that Meghanad had attained deliverance at the time of his death? 
The answer is found in the Doha that follows herein below. | 


ao. Was me Wy whe ota ale wists wr 
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dhan'ya dhan'ya tava janani kaha angada hanumana. 76. 


At the time of death, Meghanad had the names of the Laxman (ramanuja) and Lord 
Ram on his lips as he asked, ‘Where is the younger brother of Ram? Where is Lord 
Ram himself?’ 

When Angad and Hanuman heard these utterances, they felt glad in their 
hearts and praised Meghanad, saying, ‘Indeed, your mother is very fortunate and 
blessed (to have a son like you)!” (Doha no. 76) 


[Note—'Why did Angad and Hanuman praise Meghanad’s mother (Mandodari)? 
They were astonished that Meghanad would remember Lord Ram and utter his holy 
and divine name twice, once by remembering Laxman as the younger brother of 
‘Ram’ (rama + nuja), and then by remembering ‘Lord Ram’ himself directly 
(ramu). This ensured that Meghanad would surely find deliverance for his soul, and 
attain emancipation and salvation for himself. 

Everyone believed him to be a sinful and evil demon, but if that truly had been 
the case then Meghanad wouldn’t have uttered the Lord’s name “Ram” which is holy 
and divine, and is a provider of liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation, as 
well as eternal bliss and beatitude to the soul of a creature. Any creature who 
remembers the Lord and invokes his holy name at the time of death is rest assured to 
attain deliverance and eternal peace for his soul. 

So this is why Angad and Hanuman praised Meghanad’s mother for having 
given birth to a son who attained an exalted destiny for his soul at the time of his 
death, who died such a glorious death by fighting like a valiant warrior on the one 
hand, and on the other hand attaining an exalted destiny for his soul by invoking the 
holy name of Lord Ram. This was a rare honour for Meghanad that he was so much 
praised by Lord Ram’s two trusted aides who were also great devotees of the Lord. 

We will note in this context that Marich had died in a similar way—he first 
uttered the name of Laxman and then Lord Ram, and as a result attained instant 
deliverance—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 15-17 that 
precede Doha no. 27. 

There is another interesting point here: Angad and Hanuman had praised the 
‘mother’ of Meghanad, instead of his father. It is because his mother, Mandodari, was 
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a pious lady who had herself tried to persuade her husband, Ravana, repeatedly to 
abandon his hostility with Lord Ram, telling him that the Lord was not an ordinary 
human being but the Supreme Being himself in his form—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Doha no. 7; 
(11) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 15; (iii) Doha no. 35-b 
—to Doha no. 37.] 


dio, fea Ware SAAT Sora eiat GI URS OPA SATA UU 
ae TT PT Ge Maat late Faas srw AT Tat Ut 2 UI 
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caupa’. 


binu prayasa hanumana uthayo. lanka dvara rakhi puni ayo. 1. 
tasu marana suni sura gandharba. cadhi bimana ā'ē nabha sarba. 2. 
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Hanuman lifted Meghanad’s body effortlessly, went to the main gate of the fort of 
Lanka and placed it there’, and then returned (to where Laxman waited). (1) 


When the Gods and the Gandharvas (junior gods; said to be musicians and skilled 
decorators in heaven) heard of Meghanad’s demise, all of them mounted their aerial 
vehicles and assembled in the sky’. (2) 


They celebrated the occasion by showering flowers from the sky, sounding their 
kettle-drums, and singing the stellar glories of Lord Ram. (3) 


[Note—'We will not fail to observe that amongst all the monkeys and bears in the 
army of Lord Ram, it was Hanuman who had a singularly powerful body that was 
exceptionally strong, muscular and well-built. It was Hanuman who had lifted 
Laxman when he was wounded by Meghanad during their first encounter and lay 
unconscious on the ground, and brought him to Lord Ram*, and it was also Hanuman 
who had lifted the entire mountain when he could not find the correct herb needed to 
revive Laxman, and carried it aloft in his hands as he cruised through the sky at 
tremendous speed from the northern Himalayas right up to Lanka#. 

{* Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 54—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 55. 

#Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede 
Doha no. 58.} 

Lifting Meghanad is the third instance of the proof of his exceptional bodily 
strength. Remember: There were other warriors present there—viz. Angad, Nala, 
Neela and Mayand for example, but no one could lift this mighty weight and carry it 
all the way to the gates of Lanka. Remember also that it was not simply the matter of 
carrying a heavy weight from one point to another, for it was a battle-field and a 
ferocious war was underway; the enemy, the demons, had become excessively 
aggressive and vehement and smitten by this setback, and so therefore taking 
Meghanad’s dead body from the ground where the battle raged to the gates of Lanka 
through the thick wall of ferocious and blood-thirst demon warriors was like walking 
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through a mine field. This fact would also highlight Hanuman’s valiance, courage, 
self-confidence, and daring. 

Hanuman had some personal grudge against Meghanad and a score to settle 
with him and his father Ravana. We have read earlier that it was Meghanad who had 
captured Hanuman and brought him tied as a prisoner to the court of Ravana during 
the episode where Hanuman had gone to Lanka in search of Sita, and after meeting 
her he had been eating fruits and ruining the garden there, at which Ravana had sent 
his son Akshaya Kumar to tackle this unexpected marauder, but Hanuman killed him, 
after which Meghanad was dispatched by Ravana to bring Hanuman to the court. 
Meghanad had shot Hanuman down by a powerful weapon, tied him up, paraded him 
through the streets of Lanka like a trophy of war, and finally brought him as a 
conquered warrior to Ravana’s court. This was a grave insult for Hanuman who had 
never ever been subjected to such humiliation in his life. So he was waiting for an 
opportunity to square up the account; now he got it, and decided to dump his 
insulter’s dead body at the gate of Lanka to tell Ravana “take this gift from me!” 


“Where were these gods and gandharvas earlier? They had hidden somewhere when 
the battle between Laxman and Meghanad was raging, for they had a mortal fear of 
Meghanad because the latter had the ability to change forms and fight even from the 
sky—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 11-2 that precede 
Doha no. 76; Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 51; Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 52; Doha no. 72. 

Long ago when Indra had captured Ravana, it was Meghanad who went to 
attack heaven where he defeated the gods after which he not only got his father freed 
but had also brought Indra as a captive to Lanka; at that time Brahma, the creator, had 
intervened and somehow managed to get Indra released from captivity. So the gods 
feared Meghanad more than anyone else. {Refer: Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 
13, verse nos. 77-81; and Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 2, verse 
nos. 50-54.} 

Hence, when the gods saw Meghanad’s furious form while battling Laxman, 
they became scared out of their wits, and ran away. | 
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The Gods and the Gandharvas praised Laxman and applauded his victory over 
Meghanad by saying in unison: ‘Glory to Lord Anant; Glory to the Lord who is a 
support of the universe’.Oh Lord, you have provided succour and relief to all the 
gods, and have settled the cause of great fear (of Meghanad) that had been tormenting 
them for so long.’ (4) 


After paying their homage to Laxman, the assembled Gods and the Siddhas (mystics; 
holy spirits)” went their way, and then he, Laxman, came to Lord Ram who is an 
ocean of mercy, compassion and kindness (krpasindhu)’. (5) 
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[Note—'An exactly similar idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Doha no. 54, and Baal Kand, Doha no. 197 regarding Laxman. He was a 
manifestation of Lord Seshnath, the celestial thousand-hooded Serpent who holds the 
world on his hoods. 


“In verse no. 2 herein above we have read that “gods and gandharvas” had come, and 
now in addition to them we have the “siddhas”. 


*It seems incongruous to call Lord Ram ‘merciful, compassionate and kind’ especially 
when he was engaged in a war where countless demons were being killed every day. 
But the truth is that every one of these demons had been granted deliverance of their 
souls; they were all provided liberation, emancipation and salvation by Lord Ram. 
There are ample proofs in Ram Charit Manas about this assertion—viz. Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 7, 9-10 that precede Doha no. 114; and Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that 
precede Doha no. 45.] 


Ot Fl GA Car Bat | Hote was ws als Tat S N 
Haei Ger HT UT 1 STATS ag ila TEE I 9 N 
TR CMT Ta Ale Gra | Aehel Hele TAHA UT Ul 2 N 


suta badha suna dasanana jabahim. muruchita bhaya'u parē'u mahi tabahim. 
6. 

mandodari rudana kara bhari. ura tarana bahu bhamti pukari. 7. 

nagara loga saba byakula soca. sakala kahahim dasakandhara poca. 8. 


When the ten-headed Ravana heard of his son’s death, he fell down unconscious on 
the ground at that instant. (6) 


Mandodar (Meghanad’s mother) cried uncontrollably, feeling excess of grief, and 
loudly lamented for her dear son by beating her chest. (7) 


The citizens of Lanka mourned for Meghanad; they were all agitated and worried, and 
put the blame squarely on Ravana, unanimously saying that he was very mean, dumb- 
witted, evil and wicked (p6ca)'. (8) 


[Note—'What did the citizens of Lanka mean, and why were they so angry with 
Ravana? They accused Ravana of cowardice and meanness and lack of wisdom, for 
he had first sent his brother Kumbhakaran and then his son Meghanad to face the 
wrath of the enemy and die instead of leading his army himself from the front like a 
true warrior king is expected to do; then he had not listened to his wife Mandodari and 
his brother Vibhishan as well as the aged demon named Malyawan and his trusted spy 
named Suka when they had all tried to persuade him to abandon hostility with Lord 
Ram and make peace with him by returning Sita. He had seen the death of his other 
son Akshay Kumar when he was killed by Hanuman earlier, but still he was so 
haughty and mad with arrogance and ego that he did not read the writing on the wall. 
The demon citizens of Lanka felt that certainly Ravana would lead to the complete 
destruction of the demon race. ] 


4259 


ao. wa cache fafafa fate agend wa anf 
TAT BT Ve Ta Vag ees farah i 9 it 
doha. 


taba dasakantha bibidhi bidhi samujha'im saba nari. 
nasvara rupa jagata saba dékhahu hrdayam bicari. 77. 


When he recovered his senses, the ten-necked Ravana assumed the role of a 
philosopher and condoled the grieving ladies of the household, saying to them, ‘Have 
courage and peace in your heart and mind with the thought that this world is mortal, 
and all who are born here must die one day. [To wit, though it is a sorrowful day for 
all of us as we have lost our dear son Meghanad, but remember everyone must die one 
day, so have heart and take courage. It is a part of life and the law of Nature; death is 
inevitable for every living being. So therefore, do not grieve.]'*’ (Doha no. 77) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that 
precede Doha no. 150 where we read that Sumantra, king Dasrath’s chief minister, 
has tried to pacify an agitated Dasrath who was gravely lamenting for Lord Ram, 
Laxman and Sita after they had left Ayodhya for the forest. Ravana’s words and 
philosophical teaching is exactly the same as Sumantra’s. 


*This marked the end of the 5" day of the Great War. ] 


dio, Ref aA SUCaT Wert 1 SGA He HAT YM UAT g Ul 
Wl SUCH HAT AAT 1ST STAT TAC A TATU R N 


caupa’. 


tinhahi gyana upadésa ravana. apuna manda katha subha pavana. 1. 
para upadésa kusala bahuteéré. jé acarahim tē nara na ghaneré. 2. 


Ironically, Ravana was teaching spiritual philosophy and citing pious thoughts to 
preach others but remained deaf to them himself. (1) 


Indeed there are many in this world who would preach great and holy things to others, 
but they themselves practice none of what they espouse! (2) 


[Note—Meghanad had fought for two consecutive days. On the first day of his battle, 
which was the 4" day from the commencement of the actual war, he fought a pitched 
battle with Lord Ram and managed to tie the Lord in a magical snare consisting of 
serpents, but he fell down unconscious when Jamvant, the old bear chief, retaliated 
viciously and knocked him down. When Meghanad regained his senses however after 
some time, he performed a fire sacrifice during the night which would have granted 
him victory in the war if completed successfully, but unfortunately for him it was 
disrupted due to the intervention of Laxman. In the ferocious battle of the following 
day, which was the 5"" day of the war, he was killed while battling Laxman. 
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A thick pall of gloom and hopelessness descended on Lanka. Ravana felt 
completely heartbroken and utterly despondent; the ladies of his royal household 
wailed and grieved inconsolably. The demon citizens cursed their king Ravana 
vehemently and angrily accused him for the calamity and the ruin that had suddenly 
befallen on the otherwise prosperous kingdom of Lanka just because of Ravana’s 
senseless actions, his recklessness, his stubborn, egoist and arrogant nature. 

But by this time little choice was left for anyone—with his son Meghanad and 
Akshay Kumar as well as his brother Kumbhakaran dead, Ravana had become very 
desperate and excessively revengeful; he had lost all restraint by now and was 
determined to take this war to its final conclusion; victory and defeat mattered not to 
him any longer, for now he was burning with a raging urge to take revenge. 

Hence, by this time it had become clear to all the demons that they can’t 
escape from being sucked into, voluntarily or involuntarily, and devoured by this 
whirlpool of self-destruction. Any reluctance to join Ravana in the war meant certain 
death at his hands, and participating in the war also meant certain death: so there was 
no choice before anyone. So the demon warriors made a community decision to die a 
noble death like a brave warrior fighting the enemy in the battle-field instead of 
hiding and inviting a lifelong ignominy of committing treachery, treason and 
disloyalty to their king, of being a traitor, a coward and a turn-coat. Such a life would 
be a dark blot on their present family, as well as on the generations that would come 
in the future. So therefore it is better to die a noble death as a brave and valiant 
warrior, rather than live a life of ignominy and shame. ] 


Fret fat vars Rent ort rey aftr SRE ENT 3 N 
Ue Wels CAMA Gel | TI GTS AT AT AT ST I X N 

a aad ae wis war aa fer aT eT NG 

Fra ys get Ñ gare aera 1 ees Sete VI eq ale TaT ig 


nisa sirani bhaya'u bhinusara. lagé bhalu kapi carihum dvara. 3. 

subhata bola'i dasanana bola. rana sanmukha ja kara mana dola. 4. 

sō abahirh baru ja'u para’. sanjuga bimukha bha'ém na bhala’. 5. 

nija bhuja bala mair bayaru barhava. dēha'umř utaru jo ripu cadhi ava. 6. 


When the night ended and the day broke’, the monkeys and bears surrounded all the 
four gates of the fort of Lanka. (3) 


When the alarm bells were sounded inside the city, the ten-headed Ravana summoned 
all his great warriors and addressed the assembly, sternly warning them as follows: 
‘Listen all of you. He who is afraid of the battle-field and may turn his face away 
from the enemy during the battle (4), well, I warn him that it would be better for him 
to run away right now, for it would not be good for him if he turns his back during the 
course of the battle (because then I will slay him, and don’t blame me then that I 
didn’t warn you) (5). 


Verily, I have relied on the strength and powers of my own arms when I decided to 
create hostility and challenge the enemy for battle. So therefore, I will face him alone 
should the need arise, and I do not want any charity or beg for help from anyone. [Did 
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you all hear it loud and clear? I don’t wish to be obliged to anyone to fight this war; I 
alone am capable to tackle the enemy. Be warned in advance; you are not going to 
turn your back during the battle, and you are not going to betray me, for if you dare to 
do it then be prepared to die.]”’ (6) 


[Note—'This was the 6" day of the war. 


“Why was Ravana so apprehensive that there were fair chances of his demons 
suddenly turning their backs and running away from the battle-field during the heat of 
battle? He had witnessed this actually happening during the early stages of the war 
when the whole demon army left the battle-field and escaped from it in total disarray 
when they were fiercely beaten back by the Lord’s army. At that time Ravana was 
forced to threaten them with death if they showed their back to the enemy. He had 
scolded them and sternly warned that since they had been eating and fattening 
themselves on food provided by their king and his treasury, and when the time came 
for serving the same king and his kingdom they preferred to run away, so surely then 
they deserved no better fate than death for their betrayal, cowardice and 
ungratefulness. {Ref: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-10 that 
precede Doha no. 42.} 


ae che Fed TTT AT ast ThA ATS TST I 9 N 
IA AT AS Seta Set AY HST SH Stet ACT U2 
ST sift Ste Ae re MS A ST eT Tet ATT Ul S 1 


asa kahi maruta bēga ratha saja. bajé sakala jujha'U baja. 7. 
calé bira saba atulita bali. janu kajjala kai amdhi cali. 8. 
asaguna amita hohim tehi kala. gana'i na bhuja bala garba bisala. 9. 


Saying this, he (Ravana) ordered that a war chariot, that had the quality to move as 
swiftly as the wind, must be immediately readied for him. Meanwhile, a clarion call 
for battle was given by the beating of kettle-drums; it was meant to urgently summon 
the entire demon army and get its rank and file ready for battle in great haste. (7) 


All the demon warriors were unmatched in their strength, power, gallantry and valour; 
multitudes of such dare-devils started off for the battle-field enthusiastically in such 
huge numbers and with such great rapidity of movement that they appeared to be like 
a storm of very dark clouds rolling in over the battle-field from the direction of the 
city of Lanka. (8) 


At that time many bad omens or signs made their appearances, but these demons paid 
no heed to them because they were very proud of themselves and their ability to 
defeat the enemy by the strength of their arms. (9) 


So, AR Ts WMS A AT BINT Sales Sa SA À I S I 
ve fired ta a ons at Foret ma Att TU R N 
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TWAS Tel ATCT TT Tal CAT TAS BATT TA 3 | 
WY Bleed Soh AA TT UT TATA N X N 


chanda. 


ati garba gana'i na saguna asaguna sravahim ayudha hatha tē. 1. 
bhata girata ratha tē baji gaja cikkarata bhajahim satha te. 2. 
gomaya gidha karala khara rava svana bolahim ati ghané. 3. 
janu kāladūta uluka bolahim bacana parama bhayavané. 4. 


So haughty and arrogant and proud he (Ravana) was that he did not pay any attention 
to any sign that pointed to his fate; whether such signs were auspicious or 
inauspicious mattered not to him. 

[What were these signs or omens? They were the following:-] 

The weapons fell down or slipped on their own (without any warning) from 
the hands of the demon warriors. (Chanda line no. 1.) 


Warriors fell down from their chariots. Horses and elephants shrieked and broke away 
from their ranks, running amok and scattering hither-thither without any provocation. 
(Chanda line no. 2.) 


Horrifying sound of wailing and howling jackals, rasping and grunting of vultures, 
crowing crows and braying donkeys were heard everywhere, and so were the howls 
and terrifying barking of so many dogs. (Chanda line no. 3.) 


The owls hooted in such a fearsome way that they appeared to be messengers of the 
death-god himself. (Chanda line no. 4.) 


ao. alte fe dafa at ay aang oH fas 

Ud Re Ta Areas TH Aaga thet HA Ve N 
doha. 
tahi ki sampati saguna subha sapanéhum mana bisrama. 
bhuta droha rata mohabasa rama bimukha rati kama. 78. 


Verily indeed and in all sooth, can there be any prosperity, auspiciousness as well as 
peace and happiness for someone even in his dreams if he is foolish enough, under the 
influence of delusions and ignorance, to harbour ill-will and animosity with all living 
beings, be opposed to Lord Ram (i.e. to the Lord God), and be indulgent in worldly 
passions and desires?! (Doha no. 78) 


[Note—'To wit, if any person has these negative traits in him, there is no way he can 


have welfare and happiness in this world. Since Ravana had these negative traits in 
him, there was no hope for him. ] 


dio, Wels FAT Heg SINT | AAMT srt TE ANTM gi 
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fafafer sift ares ta SIT Raga OA aR SST ATT N R? N 
caupal. 


calé'u nisacara kataku apara. caturangini ani bahu dhara. 1. 
bibidhi bhamti bahana ratha jana. bipula barana pataka dhvaja nana. 2. 


The demon army, which was so huge that no one could measure the length and width 
of its countless columns of demon warriors, marched to the battle-field. This 
formidable army was divided into four divisions, called “caturangint”’, and its ranks 
and files formed countless columns that flowed into the battle ground (like so many 
streams overflowing and surging forward during the rainy season). (1) 


There was a wide variety of war chariots and other vehicles to carry the demon 
watriors and their commanders to the battle-field. Similarly, there were all sorts of 
colours used for banners, flags and war standards that marked out the different 
battalions and divisions of the huge mass of demon troops’. (2) 


[Note—'The “caturangin?’” or the four divisions of an army were the following: 
horses, elephants, chariots and foot soldiers. 


*How great was the demon army? Well, we get an idea of its immensity in Valmiki’s 
Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 94, verse no. 6; Canto 96, verse nos. 27-28. It says that 
there were 10 lakh chariots, 30 lakh elephants, 60 crore horses, and countless 
donkeys, camels and foot soldiers. {1 lakh = 100,000; 1 crore = 100 lakhs.} ] 


Wet AT WT TA SA | fae Vers HST TT ATN 3 
ae ae fared Frenrat | aa ae aS AY AAT ¥ UI 


calé matta gaja jutha ghanéré. prabita jalada maruta janu preéré. 3. 
barana barana biradaita nikaya. samara sura janahim bahu maya. 4. 


Rows after endless rows of war-intoxicated elephants moved forward as if thick banks 
of rain-bearing clouds were rolling ahead in the sky when they were propelled 
forward by wind during the rainy season. (3) 


Columns after thick columns of bold and valiant demon warriors, all renowned for 
their gallantry and bravery as well as for cunning and having knowledge of many 
tricks, marched ahead wearing colourful dresses and headgears (as if they were going 
in a ceremonial procession to celebrate some great event). (4) 


aie fataa onfet ferrsit att ott St ST STS UG Ut 
ded mech fanttext Stet | oid water Here STe Ut & 


ati bicitra bahini biraji. bira basanta séna janu saji. 5. 
calata kataka digasindhura dagahim. chubhita payodhi kudhara 
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dagamagahim. 6. 


The strange army of demon warriors looked exceedingly magnificent and marvelous 
to behold with its variety and colour, as if the Spring season has himself assembled a 
wonderful and colourful army of his followers’. (5) 


As this huge army marched ahead it caused a mighty tumult on the earth in all its 
directions; the legendary Diggajs (elephants who are believed to hold the earth upon 
their backs in its eight corners’) shook and shifted in their places; the ocean heaved 
and splashed; the mountains too trembled and shook as if an earthquake had caused 
the ground beneath them to vibrate and shake’. (6) 


[Note—'The ‘spring season’ is known for a wide variety of colourful flowers and 
leaves that cover the earth. This metaphor is used to give an idea of the wide variety 
in the rank and file of the demon army—its many breeds and colours of horses, its 
many types of war elephants, the different types of chariots and other vehicles, as well 
as the multitudes of colourful dresses and headgears that its soldiers wore. 


*These eight Diggajs hold the earth from below in the following eight corners: north, 
north-east, east, south-east, south, south-west, west and north-west. 


`The idea is that the vibrations caused by the marching of such a huge army of 
demons had caused the earth to shake and tremble as if an earthquake had occurred 
with its epicenter in Lanka.] 


Sat Va Was Bas 1 Wed Aled AIM ARATE ll 9 N 
Ue FAT ST Ta STS | Wee AAS Oh OT ST TAS 2 N 


uthi rēnu rabi gaya'u chapa’l. maruta thakita basudha akula’. 7. 
panava nisana ghora rava bajahim. pralaya samaya kē ghana janu gajahim. 
8. 


Such a huge amount of dust was kicked up in the sky that it formed a thick blanket of 
cloud that obscured the sun, the air became still (i.e. there was a stifling feeling that 
one gets before a gigantic dust storm strikes; the proverbial ‘lull before the storm’), 
and the earth became agitated (i.e. there were tremors that shook the bowls of the 
earth). (7) 


War trumpets and kettle-drums were sounded with such a deafening din that it looked 
as if the clouds of doomsday were rumbling and thundering threateningly. (8) 


OR AH aa agag aE WT ANS TTS I S M 
helt We A Aa tel | Pt Pt aa dea san Il Qo N 
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bhéri naphiri baja sahana'l. mārū raga subhata sukhada’. 9. 
kehari nada bira saba karahim. nija nija bala paurusa uccarahim. 10. 


Tabors, clarionets and trumpets were being played with martial tunes that pleased and 
infused zeal and enthusiasm amongst the warriors, inspiring them with the spirit of 
dare devilry, and to confidently face the enemy with the will to ‘either kill them or die 
themselves’. (9) 


All the demon warriors are extolling their own martial qualities with a loud voice 
even as they raise huge war cries as if hordes of lions were roaring angrily. (10) 


Hes CATT Wg AMSl I udg Ue hA H Sarl VII 
at mes yo gt ong 1 sta fe ware GT TS N 22 
Ue Of wane Hits Wa UE 1 ee He TYSHT AETR Ul 3 N 


kaha'i dasanana sunahu subhatta. mardahu bhalu kapinha kē thatta. 11. 
haum mariha'um bhipa dvau bhā'. asa kahi sanmukha phauja renga’. 12. 
yaha sudhi sakala kapinha jaba pa'l. dhā'ē kari raghubira doha’. 13. 


[Ravana must have surely felt glad and encouraged when he saw the enthusiasm in his 
army. So therefore—] The ten-headed Ravana addressed his soldiers as follows: 
‘Listen all of you brave and valiant warriors. While you destroy the monkey hordes 
[11], I will endeavour to kill the two brothers (Lord Ram and Laxman).’ 

Giving his army this instruction, he ordered them to move ahead with the 
attack and launch the offensive [12]. (11-12) 


As soon as the monkeys heard of this (that the demon army has launched its attack), 
they invoked the glory of Lord Ram and rushed forward to engage the enemy and 
retaliate viciously (with a determination to hit back and decimate the demon army). 


(13) 


Bo, MU PTA Hel Ache Ale] let AAMT Tk I 
WAS ATS Sols Ye Fs AMT ATT Tl 2 N 
WE at Het Margret Vac Us A ATT 3 1 
SA TA TT Acct St ANTS AST ATT UY N 


chanda. 


dhā'ē bisala karala markata bhalu kala samana tē. 1. 

manahum sapaccha urahim bhidhara brnda nana bana tē. 2. 
nakha dasana saila mahadrumayudha sabala sanka na manahim. 3. 
jaya rama ravana matta gaja mrgaraja sujasu bakhanahim. 4. 
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Those huge-bodied and ferocious monkey and bear warriors (markata bhalu), who 
personified the god of death himself, dashed forward as if huge winged mountains of 
various sizes and shapes were flying to their destination’. (Chanda line nos. 1-2) 


Their large and pointed nails and teeth were their natural arms; besides this, they 
carried huge rocks that were as large as small mountains, as well as trees as additional 
weapons of attack. All of them were fearless and gallant warriors who feared none, no 
matter how mighty and powerful their opponent might be. (Chanda line no. 3) 


They were extolling the glories of Lord Ram who was like a lion vis-a-vis a the wild 
elephant symbolized by Ravana’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'To wit, the monkey and bear warriors were moving swiftly; they had such 
colossus bodies that they looked like mountains on the move. And when they would 
clash with the oncoming demon warriors, who themselves were of equal size and 
ferocity, it would be like a duel between two giants or two huge mountains dashing 
against each other. 


*To wit, just like a fearless lion can easily overcome a wild elephant, the monkey and 
bear warriors were praising the glories of Lord Ram who would easily vanquish 
Ravana who is compared here to a wild and rogue elephant. | 


ao. ag fafa wa waar ah fa Frat art aT | 
fur ait ga wate sa ere Sarr 11 98 1 

doha. 

duhu disi jaya jayakara kari nija nija jori jāni. 

bhiré bira ita ramahi uta ravanahi bakhāni. 79. 


The final moment of the clash arrived when the two sides raised loud war cries 
glorifying their respective Lords; on this side the monkeys and bears were extolling 
the virtues of Lord Ram, and on the other side the demons were doing the same for 
Ravana, even as they met each other head-on and engaged themselves in a fierce close 
combat with their opponents, with each warrior clashing with his opposing partner 
very ferociously. (Doha no. 79) 


dio, Wed tet fara eiT teh Aaa stars eRT i g 
afa Uifa aa UT Geet | afe ae che afa GANT Ut R M 
caupal. 


ravanu rathi biratha raghubira. dékhi bibhisana bhaya'u adhira. 1. 
adhika priti mana bha sandēhā. bandi carana kaha sahita sanéha. 2. 


When Vibhishan observed that Ravana was on a mighty war chariot while Lord Ram 
had no such privilege, for the Lord was on foot, he became very worried and 
alarmed’. (1) 
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Vibhishan had great affection for the Lord, and the alarming prospect of the Lord 
having to fight a ferocious do-or-die battle while walking on foot, whilst his enemy 
had the privilege of mounting a war chariot that was not only fully armed but also 
gave him the added advantage of rapid maneuverability and protection, made 
Vibhishan feel very disconcerted; he developed doubts in his mind and became 
worried in his heart (about the chances of Lord Ram being successful against his 
enemy in the face of such great odds)”. 

So therefore, he bowed before the holy feet of the Lord and paid his obeisance 
to him, and then observed as follows—(2) 


[Note—'Vibhishan was very worried and felt disconcerted when he observed that 
Lord Ram was on foot while the great demon king Ravana was riding a strong and 
well-provisioned war chariot. It was an unequal combat which caused Vibhishan a lot 
of consternation and doubts about the Lord’s success. He expressed his fears to the 
Lord, and the answer that Lord Ram gave him concerning the chariot that is needed to 
win a battle is very different than one thinks it to be. Here the Lord is alluding to the 
‘battle that a creature has to fight every single day of his life on earth’, and the 
‘chariot’ he describes are the stellar qualities and excellent virtues that a person ought 
to inculcate in himself in order to win the symbolic battle of life and ace all the life’s 
hurdles, to become stronger and emerge victorious at the end of the day. 


“Tt ought to be noted here that only Vibhishan got worried because Lord Ram had no 
war chariot at his disposal; none of the monkeys and bears were concerned at all. Why 
so? It is because the monkeys and bears had never seen Lord Ram or his brother 
Laxman mounting a chariot till; nearly half of the war was won, and it was done while 
both the brothers were on foot. 

They had witnessed the ferocious battle between Lord Ram and 
Kumbharkaran while the Lord was on foot; similarly they had witnessed the no-holds 
barred battle between Laxman and Meghanad while the former was on foot. They had 
seen Lord Ram and Laxman arriving in Kishkindha on foot, and then leading the 
attack on the demon army from the front as their commander-in-chief while being on 
foot. 

The monkeys and bears themselves fought and won the many great battles 
without the privilege of a chariot, arms and armaments, or any other paraphernalia of 
warfare such as horses, elephants etc. that an army is supposed to have, and which the 
demons did have. They were accustomed to fighting and winning wars using natural 
means at their disposal, such as teeth, nails, rocks, boulders, trees, and the might and 
punch of their own muscular bodies. 

These monkeys and bears had witnessed how Lord Ram had shot one single 
arrow that dismantled the crown and the royal umbrella over the head of Ravana, 
along with breaking to pieces the ear-rings of Mandodar, his queen. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 13—to 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 14.} 

They had also seen how the Lord had remained calm and poised on the battle- 
field while tackling Meghanad and overcoming his tricks with a pleasant smile; the 
Lord had shot one arrow that pierced through the veil of illusions that Meghanad had 
created, dispelling all fears of his army. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 51—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 52.} 
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Kumbhakaran was Ravana’s brother; he had the same sort of physical features 
like Ravana. He was colossal in size, was most vicious and ruthless, and had dark 
muscular body like that of a giant. When Kumbhakaran stood before Lord Ram he 
towered above him like a giant colossus, dwarfing the Lord like an ant standing 
before an elephant. But the giant and fearsome form of the enemy did not scare the 
Lord any wee whit, for he bravely faced Kumbhakran and ultimately slayed him; 
Kumbhakaran’s size and ferocity did not deter Lord Ram. 

To wit, the monkeys and bears were not at all concerned that Lord Ram was 
on foot while Ravana was riding a formidable war chariot. They were confident that if 
the need arose then they would dump a heavy mountain on the chariot and crush it to 
a pulp, pulverizing Ravana along with it. 

But Vibhishan was used to seeing wars being fought using the usual means 
and paraphernalia of war; so he was worried. Even when his brother Ravana had 
launched his many campaigns against the gods of heaven, the fighting was on equal 
terms because the gods too used arms, chariots etc. to battle Ravana and his troops. 

Hence, from the viewpoint of Vibhishan, this was a very unconventional way 
that a war was being fought, with one king (Lord Ram) on foot and the other king 
(Ravana) mounting a chariot! ] 


qa A ta ate aa Ue aT chfe fafer fiaa ait Gea I 3 I 
Sy Va He Hata | Ss Ha Big A ASA STMT Ut ¥ N 


natha na ratha nahim tana pada trana. kēhi bidhi jitaba bira balavana. 3. 
sunahu sakha kaha krpanidhana. jéhirn jaya ho'i so syandana ana. 4. 


[Vibhishan said despondently to Lord Ram—] ‘Oh Lord. You have neither a chariot, 
nor a protective shield or armour for your body, or anything to put on your feet. Say 
then oh Lord, how would you attain victory over this formidable enemy under this 
situation, with the limitations that you face?’ (3) 


Lord Ram, who is an embodiment of mercy, compassion and grace, comforted 
Vibhishan with this reply: ‘Listen my friend (Sunahu sakha). The chariot that grants 
victory is a different one. [To wit, the chariot that leads a man to victory is different 
from the physical chariot you are talking about.]' (4) 


[Note—'What follows is Lord Ram’s great Gospel given to Vibhishan on the battle- 
field of Lanka, highlighting the divine qualities and excellent characters that would 
entitle a person to gain victory over the obstacles that he may face in his daily day-to- 
day life in this world, and thereby attain good fame for himself. It points out the 
stellar qualities one ought to inculcate in himself in order to attain success in all his 
endeavours and fields of activity in life. These are noble virtues that make a man great 
and worthy; they hand-hold him and take him successfully across the rough sea of 
life; they help him attain stability of mind and confidence in himself while facing the 
many inconsistencies and contingencies of life. 

This wonderful discourse can be called “The Chariot Of God—the Dharma 
Ratha” as it has a divine spiritual message for the whole world, a message that can 
transform the life of the people and the world as a whole, bringing heaven right at our 
doorsteps if taken seriously by everyone. 
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Vibhishan was talking about a war chariot, but Lord Ram used this 
opportunity to teach him about the principles of obtaining success in all spheres of life 
and come out victorious from the battle symbolized by the constant miseries and 
torments that a man faces in this world in his life. The Lord explained to him the 
grand principles of morality, ethics, righteousness, propriety and probity—in essence, 
the laws of Dharma that protects a person like body-armour, can be used by him to 
vanquish all his negative and sinful tendencies as well as the thick layer of faults and 
blemishes that have accumulated around his Atma due to these sins and demeanours, 
because they act like a formidable enemy for a man. A physical enemy can at the 
most harm a person’s body which is nevertheless mortal and perishable, but the lack 
of good virtues are like an internal enemy that kills the prospects of his Atma from 
finding peace, bliss, tranquility, happiness and liberty. 

It is interesting to note that Lord Ram is honoured as being ‘one who is an 
abode of mercy, kindness and grace’ (‘Kripaanidhaan’—‘Kripaa’ means mercy and 
kindness; ‘Nidhaan’ means an abode). This is to indicate that the Lord is gracious and 
kind enough to use this opportunity of removing the doubts of Vibhishan to preach to 
the world at large something of great value which would be of great help for the rest 
of the creatures to overcome formidable obstacles that all of them face in their lives in 
this world to a greater or lesser degree. The principles outlined by the Lord will act as 
a guide and moral reference manual for all of them to show them the path of victory 
in life and how to surmount all obstacles and hurdles easily so that victory is obtained 
by them against all odds. 

Another point to note is that Lord Ram addresses Vibhishan as a ‘friend’— 
implying that he is about to reveal some secrets of success in life to him because 
Vibhishan is his friend, and therefore a saintly person. Spiritual secrets should be told 
to a competent person only, for otherwise it is wasteful to tell unworthy people. And 
being the Lord’s friend, Vibhishan must be assured that the Lord will undoubtedly 
win the war, and that he need not harbour unnecessary worries as these will have a 
negative impact on morale. 

This discourse resonates with the one that Lord Krishna gave to Arjun on the 
battle-field of Kurushetra that came to be known as the famed ‘Gita of Krishna’. 

Meanwhile, we shall read by-and-by that the gods did send a divine chariot to 
Lord Ram during the final phases of the battle with Ravana—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 89.] 


eset atts He Ta Urea VAT Aer FS AGT UATT I & N 


sauraja dhiraja tehi ratha caka. satya sila drrha dhvaja pataka. 5. 


[Lord Ram now describes the various parts that constitute the glorious ‘Chariot of 
Dharma’. 

These parts are metaphoric representations of the golden rules of conduct and 
grand qualities that a person must possess in order to be successful in life and 
overcome all obstacles that he faces during the course of his life in this tumultuous 
world. Riding a symbolic chariot that is made up of these auspicious virtues, any 
person is sure to obtain victory in the long battle against all odds in this life to emerge 
victorious and glorious. | 
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The two noble virtues of ‘Sauraj’ (valour; bravery) and ‘Dhiraj’ (courage; patience; 
resilience; fortitude; forbearance) are the two metaphoric or symbolic wheels of this 
Chariot (which takes a person to his moral victory and gives him glory and conquest 
against all odds in life). 

The two flags or standards flying on this Chariot are the two virtues of ‘Satya’ 
(truthfulness and honesty) and ‘Sheel’ (good character and conduct; politeness, 
civility and courteousness; humility, good manners and etiquette). (5) 


[Note—As we have by now read, Lord Ram is describing a symbolic ‘Chariot of 
Dharma’. Just like a warrior is able to obtain victory against a formidable enemy if he 
is provided with a strong war-chariot, any person who rides a Chariot of Dharma is 
able to conquer the world as well as vanquish all his enemies represented by all the 
various hurdles that he faces in life to emerge victorious and glorious. 

Just like any ordinary chariot, the fabulous Chariot of Dharma also consists of 
various parts, and all of them are necessary to make the complete Chariot. In other 
words, a person must inculcate all of them in his life, give all of them equal 
importance and attention, for even if one fails to reach the required standard the 
Chariot of Dharma will be weakened to that extent. And then chances of total and 
comprehensive success in life will be reduced to the extent that any of these virtues 
are lacking in strength. 

Even as any ordinary chariot needs two robust wheels to move, the Chariot of 
Dharma needs the two primary virtues of ‘Sauraj’ and ‘Dhiraj’ to enable the person to 
ride to his victory. Obviously it is true—for without courage and fortitude, without 
patience and resilience no one can expect any big and sustainable success in life. 

In ancient times, chariots had only two wheels instead of four, whether they 
were war chariots or civilian chariots. This is endorsed in the first of the four Vedas, 
i.e. the most ancient one known as the Rik Veda, which describe such chariots—the 
war chariot is described in its Mandal 6, Sukta (hymn) no. 75, and the civilian chariot 
in its Mandal 10, Sukta no. 85. 

The two virtues of ‘Satya’ and ‘Sheel’ make him honourable and respected in 
society; a person who has these two virtues is shown the highest adoration in this 
world. Any success that is obtained by pretensions and deceit is dishonorable and 
contemptible. Then, success should not make a man pride, haughty and arrogant—.e. 
he should have ‘Sheel’ in him inspite of the glories he acquires. This goes on to 
fortify his conquest—for if he is truthful and trustworthy as well as polite and kind, he 
is lauded and remembered for generations to come after he is dead and gone. 
Otherwise he is loathed and despised by all, even by them who praise him out of fear 
of reprisals. 

The flag mounted on the chariot of a king stands for his authority, glory and 
fame. It is seen from far away even though the chariot is yet not visible. Hence, if a 
man has Satya and Sheel in his character, then his name and glory spreads to even the 
world’s remotest corner inspite of his never setting foot there in his life. This is 
tantamount to the conquest of the world—a conquest in which not a single drop of 
blood is shed. For instance, Lord Buddha’s glory and name has spread over the world 
even though he did not move anywhere, and preached non-violence in deed and 
words. 

During a war, if the standard or flag of the king falls it symbolizes his defeat; 
the army surrenders or flees as soon as the flag is felled. Similarly, if a man 
compromises with these two noble virtues of Satya and Sheel, than he is deemed to be 
as good as being defeated. ] 
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bala bibeka dama parahita ghore. chama krpa samata raju jōrē. 6. 


This Chariot of Dharma has four magnificent horses—they are the four noble virtues 
of ‘Bal’ (strength; power; authority; force; energy; dynamism), ‘Vivek’ (wisdom; 
discriminatory powers and abilities; intelligence; rationality; discretion), ‘Dam’ (self- 
restraint; self-control), and ‘Parhita’ (to do good to other; be diligent towards other’s 
welfare, happiness and well-being; benevolence, graciousness and magnanimity). 

The reins or fasteners that tie them together and keep them in order are the 
three grand virtues of ‘Kshamaa’ (forgiveness), ‘Kripaa’ (mercy; grace; compassion), 
and ‘Samtaa’ (equanimity; equality; evenness of mind) (6) 


[Note—Next important part of a chariot is the horse. The Chariot of Dharma is pulled 
by these four symbolic horses representing the four glorious virtues as listed above. In 
other words, one must carry on with his life and its duties energetically and without 
losing courage and patience (‘Bal’), taking all decisions wisely, intelligently and 
rationally (‘Vivek’), all the while exercising great self-control over the mind and the 
sense organs of the body and keeping them under tight leash to prevent them from 
falling prey to temptations and other traps laid out by the deluding world (‘Dam’), and 
be mindful about the welfare and well-being of the creature around him so that any of 
his actions or deeds or words may not harm them in true spirit of non-violence as well 
as the eclectic philosophy of non-duality whereby one is expected to see the same 
Supreme Being in each individual living being known as the Jiva (“Parhita’). 

If a man has these four virtues in him, his chariot of life is driven smoothly 
like a physical chariot in which the horses are well trained and tamed. 

Then again, the reins that are used to control the horses are symbolized by the 
three virtues of forgiveness and tolerance (‘Kshamaa’), compassion, mercy and grace 
(‘Kripaa’), and equanimity and evenness of mind (‘Samtaa’). A charioteer knows the 
wisdom of maintaining his cool and poise when riding a chariot—he has to control the 
horses, keep an eye on the road, skirt dangers such as holes and obstacles on the path, 
and avoid hurting passers-by. Even if some of the horses act wildly, even if the people 
met in the way act rudely or make disparaging remarks, the charioteer should not lose 
his cool and mind, for if he gets angry and loses his composure at provocations he 
will not be properly able to focus on riding the chariot which would start rocking and 
ultimately leas to some sort of accident, minor or major. 

Therefore, to ensure that the Chariot of Dharma reaches its destination 
comfortably, the wise person must inculcate these virtues along with other virtues also 
because any chariot can reach its destination only when it is pulled by horses, and 
these horses need to be tamed, and properly harnessed and bridled. 

The first virtue listed in this line is ‘Bal’ which literally means strength, force, 
powers and authority that a person possesses. There are said to be seven kinds of 
Bals—viz. (i) ‘Vairagya Bal’—the stupendous moral and spiritual strength that comes 
with true renunciation, detachment, dispassion and non-involvement in any thing 
related to this mundane, deluding and mortal world of sense objects and their 
allurements; (ii) “‘Shaarirak Bal’—or the strength, stamina, vigour, energy, dynamism, 
potent, valour and abilites of the physical body, such as the strength of one’s arm and 
that which comes with a muscular body; (iii) ‘Buddhi Bal’—or the strength of one’s 
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intellect and wisdom; (iv) ‘Tapa Bal’—or the astounding mystical powers that one 
accesses by doing Tapa, which means austerity, penance and sufferance of hardship 
for some noble cause which hardens a man from the inside; (v) ‘Yoga Bal’—or the 
fabulous mystical powers that come to a person by the virtue of his doing Yoga, 
which means doing meditation in a comprehensive manner as this bestows stupendous 
powers to its practitioner; (vi) ‘Sainya Bal’—or the power that comes with a strong 
army of a kingdom; and (vii) ‘Atma Bal’—or the inherent strength that the Atma 
possesses, which can be translated as self-confidence and grit. 

The second virtue is ‘Vivek’ which literally means wisdom, intelligence, an 
analytical mind, and the ability to discriminate between the right and the wrong. It 
also incorporates the ability to have insight and foresight. If a man possesses these 
virtues then naturally he is able to smoothly overcome all problems if life because he 
analyses each development and selects the best course of action that will suit his 
objectives in life. Such a man is never acts in haste and impulse; his actions are well- 
thought of and planned. 

The third virtue is ‘Dam’ meaning self-restraint and self-control. This is a very 
important instrument in the hands of a person to by-pass many problems in life that 
are easily overcome or avoided by merely exercising restraint over one’s emotions 
and body. This virtue helps one to overcome temptations and entanglements with the 
world of material objects and their multifarious delusions and false charms. ‘Dam’ 
helps prevent greed and yearning; it helps get rid of such negativity as jealousy, envy 
and malice; it fosters peace and contentment of the mind; it prevents the mind to be 
wayward and instead helps it to be focused on the job at hand. 

The fourth virtue is ‘Parhita-—or keeping in mind the good and well-being of 
others. This naturally fosters goodwill and brotherhood; a man who thinks good of 
others is invariably liked by everyone, and even his opponents fear annoying him as 
they know that the society will take his side. There is no better principle of Dharma as 
thinking and doing good of others, and to make others suffer is the worst sin one can 
commit—trefer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 41 wherein Lord Ram has himself endorsed this virtue of ‘Parhita’ in a 
person as being the best one. 

The next three virtues of ‘Kshamaa’ (forgiveness), ‘Kripaa’ (benevolence, 
grace, mercy and compassion) and ‘Samtaa’ (equanimity and forbearance; treating 
everyone and everything alike) go hand in hand. If a person has them, he is elevated 
to an exalted position in the world that would be no less than that of Lord Ram 
himself, because the Lord is famous as being an ocean of these three grand and 
eclectic moral and spiritual virtues. 

Usually it is observed that when one becomes powerful and strong, when one 
acquires authority and fame by observance of the other virtues, then these three 
virtues become the first casualty. To possess them in addition to the other great 
virtues mentioned in this line ensures that a man is eligible for getting acclaim and 
honour that come with being truly successful in life. 

An interesting point emerges by reading this verse. It mentions four horses but 
only three fasteners. The question arises how are the four horses controlled by mere 
three fasteners? Well, in war-chariots, two horses are bridled in the front row, and just 
behind them is the pair of the other two horses. The horses in the front row are tied 
together by two fasteners on either side, while those behind them in the second row 
need only one fastener as they follow their companions in the front. Another 
interpretation is that the horses are bridled on the right and the left by two strong 
fasteners, and a third is used to guide them in the straight direction. A charioteer has 
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three reins in his hands with which he is able to manoeuvre the chariot in any 
direction he wishes—to the right, to the left and straight ahead. The implication is 
clear—the Chariot of Dharma must be controlled by observing the three cardinal 
principles of Kshamaa, Kripaa and Samtaa. Otherwise it will be rocked and go out of 
control. 

Another interesting observation is the placement of the four horses. The first 
pair of horses is represented by the first two virtues of ‘Bal’ and ‘Vivek’; they are 
fastened by the first two fasteners of ‘Kshamaa’ and ‘Kripaa’. Behind them are the 
two horses represented by the other two pair of virtues, viz. ‘Dam’ and ‘Parhita’, and 
they are fastened by ‘Samtaa’. This sequence is deduced from the way these virtues 
are mentioned in the verse itself. ] 


3a Us mme Gat fata ae Aare PAM ti 9 N 


isa bhajanu sarathi sujana. birati carma santOsa krpana. 7. 


[Now, after describing the chariot, Lord Ram describes who the charioteer is. ] 
Worshipping the Lord God and having devotion, affection and adoration for 
him is the symbolic the clever and expert charioteer of this divine Chariot. 
The virtue of ‘Virati’ (Vairagya or renunciation, detachment and dispassion) is 
the strong shield, and the virtue of ‘Santosh’ (satisfaction; contentment) is like the 
sword. (7) 


[Note—The charioteer is the person who is responsible for guiding the chariot and 
taking the warrior to his victory in the battle. So, if a person has devotion for Lord 
God, if he worships the Lord with faith and sincerity, then it is sure that the Lord God 
would protect him and guide his destiny to victory against all odds and tumult of life. 
One must offer his security and future in the trustworthy, strong, expert and caring 
hands of the Lord even as a warrior reposes his in the hands of an expert and wise 
charioteer. 

The fact that when one leaves his destiny and welfare in the hands of Lord 
Ram, the incarnate Supreme Being, the latter takes full responsibility for the former is 
endorsed in Ram Charit Manas, 1/39/5 which essentially says that “none of the 
obstacles of life create any problem for a man on whom Lord Ram looks 
benevolently”. And the Lord looks mercifully and benevolently and graciously, with 
special care and attention, on those who have surrendered themselves to the Lord and 
have deep love, devotion, trust and faith in him, who worship the Lord as their only 
solace and succour—refer: Ram Charit Manas (i) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1 
and 5 that precede Doha no. 36 when Lord Ram has preached Sabari; (ii) Aranya 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that precedes Doha no. 43 when Lord Ram preached 
Narad; and (iii) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 129 along with Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that 
precede it, Doha no. 130 along with Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes it, and then Doha 
no. 131 where sage Valmiki has listed the places where Lord Ram should live. 

Obviously, when the almighty Lord of creation favours a person and vows to 
take care of him, no other force will be able to disturb his peace of mind or harm his 
interests. 

Now, we have a strong chariot, well-trained and tamed horses, a strong rein, 
and an expert charioteer. What is now needed by the warrior is his personal armour 
and weapon. These are described next—the shield is represented by the virtue of 
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‘Virati’, and the sword by ‘Santosh’ as narrated in this verse. The shield is used to 
protect oneself against harm, and the sword is used to cut through the ranks of the 
attacking enemy. 

If one has inculcated the eclectic virtue of detachment and dispassion, then he 
is able to overcome all temptations and allurements of the world, as well as the 
constantly annoying desire of the sense organs of his body seeking self gratification. 
The virtue of ‘Virati’ helps him to ward off all sorts of delusions and temptations, and 
the sword of ‘Santosh’ aids him in this endeavour to cut off any remaining residual 
effects of delusions that may be lurking and manage to sneak in unnoticed to corrupt 
his mind and sub-conscious. 

It happens usually that one is able to turn away from temptations in the first 
instance, but later on his sub-conscious mind keeps nagging at him to yield ground. 
We can understand this phenomenon by a simple example. Suppose a man is advised 
by his doctor to avoid sweets. When a delicious sweetmeat is brought to him in platter 
full, he may resist the temptation of indulging in it right then and turns his head away, 
but his sub-conscious will not forget the dish so easily and would keep on nagging at 
him till the time he surreptitiously binges on the box of the sweet stored in the fridge 
in the kitchen. Otherwise he wouldn’t be able to sleep peacefully. This is what is 
meant in this verse. Even if a wise man is able to overcome all temptations and 
allurements of the world at the first sight by employing his grand virtue of ‘Virati’, he 
still needs the sword of ‘Santosh’ to overcome their long-term lingering effects. 

A sword cuts on both sides; it is swung right, left and vertical. In other words, 
with practicing the virtue of Santosh, the spiritual aspirant is able to conquer the three 
main enemies of his, viz. ‘Kaam’ (passions and lust; desires and yearnings; greed and 
rapacity), ‘Krodha’ (anger that comes when Kaam is not fulfilled or requited), and 
‘Moha’ (attractions, attachments and infatuations that Kaam generates). This 
observation is endorsed in Ram Charit Manas as follows—({i) Greed dries up 
contentment; hence to use the latter to cut off the former before it attacks is important: 
refer—Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 16; (ii) Without 
Santosh it is not possible to eliminate Kaam: refer—Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 90; (iii) One’s anger, the desire to use strong language against 
one’s opponent and wreak vengeance upon him continues to increase if one is not 
satisfied fully and happy that his opponent has been sufficiently humiliated or 
defeated: refer—Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 274.] 


am urd afer afm west | ox fara Hist REET ¢ I 


dana parasu budhi sakti pracanda. bara bigyana kathina kodanda. 8. 


The virtue of being charitable, making donations and giving alms liberally, known as 
‘Daan’, is the strong battle-axe. 

The ‘Buddhi’ (sharp intellect and discriminatory powers; the analytical and 
rational mind) is like the most powerful and potent Shakti (energized arrow; a sharp 
spear). 

And a highly developed ‘Vigyan’ (deep knowledge of anything; the ability to 
have insight into anything in order to understand that aspect of it which is subtle and 
hidden from view) is akin to a strong and robust bow. (8) 


4275 


[Note—Here we have three powerful weapons—the battle-axe, the arrow or spear, 
and the bow. The bow is held in the hand; the arrow and the spear are thrown at the 
enemy; and the battle-axe is used both ways. 

‘Daan’ is one of the four main forms of Dharma as described in Ram Charit 
Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 103 Kha which says—‘“Dharma has four limbs (‘Satya’ 
or truthfulness, ‘Dayaa’ or mercy, ‘Tapa’ or austerity, and ‘Daan’ or giving of alms 
and making charity), but in Kali-Yug (i.e. in the present era of the 4-era one cycle of 
creation and destruction) Daan is the main limb of Dharma. One should therefore 
make charities and give alms to the best of his ability.” 

In this verse, ‘Daan’ is described as being equivalent to the battle-axe because 
it makes even one’s enemy as one’s friend. Charity and magnanimity makes a man 
endeared to all, even his opponent is subdued by his attitude. A charitable man is 
welcomed everywhere, and everyone comes forward to help him should he himself 
fall on bad times. This noble virtue in any man acts to protect him against all 
misfortunes that may befall him in life—hence it is likened to an axe. Again, since 
donations are made and charities are given by the man using his own hand, the similie 
is apt. 

‘Buddhi’ is used by a wise man to deal with the current situation as well as 
plan for the future. It is used by a wise man to overcome sticky situations and avoid 
such eventualities from occurring in the future. Even the greatest of difficulties are 
overcome with intelligent handling of any situation, while foolishness lands a man in 
grave trouble unnecessarily. This is metaphorically depicted in the form of an arrow 
and a spear. The ‘arrow’ is thrown at the enemy, while the ‘spear’ is used either by 
throwing or holding in hand. The reach of the arrow is far longer as compared to the 
spear. So, ‘Buddhi’ helps a wise man to overcome difficulties of life in the short as 
well as the long run. 

But Buddhi cannot work alone; it works together with ‘Vigyan’. This is the 
metaphoric ‘bow’. Even as one needs a bow to use the arrow, one needs Vigyan to use 
the Buddhi properly. 

In other words, intelligence, wisdom, knowledge, deep insight, analytical and 
discriminatory abilities, the ability to decide what is the correct and right path and 
what is not, to have insight and foresight, to be conscientious and sensitive, and such 
other grand virtues of the mind and sub-conscious—all must work in coordination to 
help a person to reach his goal in life.] 


Set stat A aT aT a te rare facies APT N e N 


amala acala mana trōna samana. sama jama niyama silimukha nana. 9. 


The Mana (mind and heart) that is clean, pure, steady and stable is like the quiver. 

The grand virtues of ‘Sham’ (control of the mind), ‘Yam’ (self-control and 
abstinence that leads to quietitude and peace of the mind), and ‘Niyam’ (observance 
of various religious duties, vows and sacraments) are like the many arrows (in the 
quiver that the warrior carries and uses). (9) 


[Note—A clear and stable mind can think properly. If it is fickle and unsteady, it will 
make the man fidgety and restless. Steadiness of mind and purity of heart are the 
essential requirements to be successful in any enterprise, because this makes the entire 
endeavour righteous and auspicious. In the field of Yoga it is unequivocally stated 
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that the purity of mind and heart are essential for success in it because they help the 
aspirant to fully concentrate his attention on the subject that he deals with, without 
wavering and jumping from one subject to another and landing no where. 

A warrior carries many types of arrows. Thus, a reference is made here to the 
various limbs of Yoga which work together to help the practitioner achieve his 
objective for which he had started doing Yoga in the first place—to find peace, to find 
spiritual enlightenment and freedom, and to establish oneness between his own ‘self? 
known as the Atma and the cosmic ‘Self? known as the Parmatma or the Supreme 
Atma which is equivalent to realisation of the Supreme Consciousness. 

The Upanishads dealing with the concept of Yoga as well as Patanjali’s 
Yogsutra explain these different limbs of Yoga cited in the present verse. Now let us 
examine the virtues of Sham, Yam, Niyam etc. in brief. 

There are said to be eight steps or branches or limbs or paths of Yoga as 
follows—Yam, Niyam, Aasan, Pranyam, Prayahar, Dharna, Dhyan and Samadhi. 

(1) Yam—broadly meaning self restraint and it covers such virtues as non- 
violence (Ahinsa), honesty and truthfulness (Stya), abhorring theft (Asteya), 
abstinence, celibacy and detachment from passions (Brahmacharya), and non- 
accumulation and non-possession (Aparigraha). 

(ii) Niyam—or observance of principles or codes of conduct in a religious 
pursuit. Such as having good habits and contentment, observing austerities and doing 
penances, self-study of scriptures, following a righteous, virtuous and noble way of 
life, and etc. 

According to Skanda Puran, the “Yam and Niyam’ mentioned above are ten, 
and they have been described in Skanda Puran in these words:- 


The ten ‘Yams’ are—truthfulness, forgiveness, simplicity, Dhyan (meditation, 
concentration of the mind), lack of cruelty (or presence of compassion and mercy), 
forsaking violence, restraint of mind and sense organs, pleasant demeanors and sweet 
towards all). 

The ten ‘Niyams’ are—cleanliness/ablution, bath (purification of body), Tapa 
(austerities, penances, sufferings), alms and charities, keeping silence, Yagya 
(sacrifices, religious rituals), self study, observance of vows, keeping fasts, celibacy. 
(Skanda Puran, Bra. Dha. Ma. 5/19-21). 

The 10 Yams and 10 Niyams—These have been described in (i) the Varaaha 
Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, Canto 5, verse nos 11-14; and (11) the 
Shandilya Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 1, sections 1-2. 

The Shandilya Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 1, section 1 lists the ten 

Yams and section 2 lists the ten Niyams as follows— 
“Canto 1, section 1 = The eight branches of Yoga are the following—Yam (self- 
control), Niyam (observation of spiritual laws or rules), Aasan (sitting postures), 
Pranayam (breath control), Pratyahar (restraint of the mind), Dharna (belief), Dhyan 
(concentration of mind; remembrance) and Samadhi (trance-like state of permanence 
in Yoga). 

Yam and Niyam are of ten types each, Aasans are of eight types, Pranayam 
has three phases, both Pratyahar and Dharna have five types each, Dhyan is of two 
types, while Samadhi is of only one type with no variations. 

The ten types or aspects of Yam are the following—Ahinsa (non-violence), 
Satya (truthfulness), Asteya (non-stealing), Brahmacharya (abstinence, continence, 
celibacy), Daya (mercy), Saralta (simplicity, humility), Kshama (forgiveness), 
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Dhairya (patience), Alpa-ahar (moderation in eating), and Pavitra (purity and 
cleanliness). 

[Now, each of these terms are being defined—] ‘Ahinsa’ means not harming 
or causing pain to any creature, at any time, and by any means—not by one’s thoughts 
or involvement of the mind in any way, not by speech or words, not by the body and 
its actions. [That is, non-violence should be holistic and comprehensive in nature—it 
is not limited to only avoiding physical cruelty or aggression but also includes mental 
and verbal aspects. | 

‘Satya’ means to tell, honestly, truthfully and with the greatest sincerity one 
can have, whatever is for the good and true welfare of the other person, whether he 
likes it or not. This would involve the mind and its thoughts, the speech and the words 
used to tell the truth, and the body that implements this truth in the shape of deeds 
done by it and actions taken by it. [That is, Satya involves not telling things simply 
because they might appear pleasing to the hearer, or said out of some vested interest at 
stake, but to say things which are genuinely in the interest and long-term good of the 
other person. Such things might be unpleasant to hear in the beginning and might 
even cause rebuke or ill-will for the speaker of the truth, but they give the speaker or 
the advisor great mental and spiritual satisfaction for having spoken the truth without 
deceit or fear, besides helping to create positive vibrations around him, and ushering 
in an atmosphere of trust and brotherhood. ] 

‘Asteya’ broadly means non-stealing, and it includes the idea of keeping one’s 
self aloof from the wealth of others, of not being attracted towards such assets that do 
not rightly belong to one’s own self, of eyeing the wealth of others with envy and 
jealousy, of having a greed for them, yearning for them, and waiting for an 
opportunity to either harm them or deprive the other person of his possessions, or 
usurping and grabbing the assets rightfully belonging to others by any crooked or 
deceitful means one can think of. This neutrality and non-lusting must be genuine and 
sincere, and should involve one’s mind and its thoughts, one’s speech, as well as 
one’s body and the deeds done by it or actions taken by it. One should be sincere in 
not being tempted by the wealth of others, and of course this would involve the mind 
and the sub-conscious which must be duly trained and cultured. [That is, one must 
never be envious of other people’s prosperity and acquisitions; one must never allow 
the mind to ever contemplate of harming these assets or plan to grab them by force or 
conceit. Similarly, one must never allow the speech to ever utter a word of jealousy 
and say anything that might harm these assets simply because they belong to others, 
or create prejudice against the rightful possessor of such assets. One must not allow 
the body to do anything that would in anyway, directly or indirectly, cause harm to 
the assets that belong to others. Since the general meaning of the word ‘Asteya’ is 
‘non-stealing’ it follows that even mental greed or yearning for something that 
belongs to others, and imagining how good it would have been if it belonged to me, is 
as good as the actual stealing of it. When the Upanishads talk about implementation 
of any principle, they imply a wholesome attitude and a holistic approach towards it, 
and not only physical aspect of it such as its literal implementation which is devoid of 
the spirit of the doctrine. Not physically able to steal anything but be mentally 
obsessive about it is as good as actually stealing it. In other words, the purity of mind, 
sub-conscious and intellect are as important as the physical act of abstaining from 
stealing. ] 

‘Brahmacharya’ is to abstain from all sexual activities or any kind of 
indulgences and unrestrained behaviour involving the mind, the speech as well as the 
physical body and its sense organs under all circumstances. [That is, mere observance 
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of physical celibacy is not enough. One must observe total control over the mind and 
its faculties so that they are not allowed even to think of any lustful subject or indulge 
in any inauspicious, unrighteous, unethical, immoral and improper thoughts related to 
sense gratification or attractions of the material sense objects of the world. One must 
never think or talk about sensual subjects that arouse passions and disturb the 
tranquility of the mind. One must never allow the gross organs of the body to be 
attracted towards objects of self gratification, or of sensual pleasures and comforts. In 
short, all sensual attractions, all forms of indulgences, all instances of temptations, all 
examples of self-gratification, and all sorts of unrestrained behaviour of the mind, the 
speech and the body are covered by the term Brahmacharya. It means total and 
comprehensive self-restraint or self-control in all spheres of life, and not just of the 
organs of sensual pleasures. | 

‘Daya’ refers to having compassion and mercy towards all the creatures, to be 
graceful and kind towards all, from the lowly and the humblest to the highest and the 
exalted. 

‘Aarjav’ or ‘Dhairya’ means to have exemplary tolerance, fortitude, courage, 
forbearance, resilience and patience of mind, to be immensely steady in one’s 
thoughts and behaviour, to restrict one’s speech and desist from speaking any wrong 
word against anyone or to anyone, and to keep the body under strict control and not 
react under any kind of provocation or situation, whether favourable or unfavourable. 
It implies that a person remains completely neutral and equanimous when faced by 
favourable and expected circumstances, or by unfavourable and untoward ones. 

‘Kshama’ implies to be truly forgiving and un-affected by any offense caused 
by the other person, to bear with stoic calmness, equanimity, forbearance and a sense 
of neutrality all sorts of behaviour one has to face from others, whether done 
inadvertently or purposely, whether such behaviour is favourable or unfavourable, 
whether it is likable or not. One must be exemplarily calm, unruffled and be forgiving 
towards others, whether one is praised and honoured by them, or criticized and 
humiliated by them. One must be sincerely forgiving for any kind of mischief, any 
kind of misdeed, kind of transgression, any kind of provocative behaviour, any sort of 
insults, aspersions, asides or insinuations inflicted or cast upon him by other person, 
directly or indirectly, or by situations created by his adversary that lead to him being 
subjected to humiliation and insult. Kshama involves remaining unruffled and 
completely calm, both emotionally as well as sentimentally, under all prevailing 
situations and under all instigations. One must not harbour any animosity, ill-will, a 
sense of grievance, a feeling of hatred or a desire for revenge against anyone, or for 
any deed done by the latter, which has in any way harmed one’s own interest or even 
has been a cause of annoyance for him. [Therefore we see that Kshama, Daya and 
Dhairya go hand in hand; one must accompany the other to give meaning to what is 
being said in this great Upanishad. It has already been emphasized that a wholesome 
approach is needed when one reads the Upanishad and hopes to benefit from this 
eclectic and grand philosophy promoted by it.] 

‘Dhriti’ is having equanimity, neutrality, fortitude, firmness and steadiness of 
mind under all circumstances, even when one is subjected to immense emotional 
turmoil, both of the positive kind such as having happiness and joys, as well as of the 
negative kind such as being subjected to immense anguish and pain. [That is, one 
must remain unruffled and maintain one’s poise and calm under opposing situations— 
such as the one when he suffers from some great financial loss or loses his dear and 
near ones on the one hand, or when he begets some great fortune or meets his beloved 
ones unexpectedly on the other hand. | 
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‘Alpa-ahar’ is to eat with moderation or restraint. It implies eating only so 
much as to keep one-fourth of the stomach empty. It also implies eating such things 
that are soothing for the system and non-irritating by nature, things that are 
invigorating and energizing for the body. Such eatables are foods that are soothing for 
the digestive system, as well as sweet, pleasant and comforting for the body in 
general. Some of such eatables are clarified butter (Ghee) of the best quality, 
unadulterated milk, and other such things. 

‘Shauch’ means to be clean and purified both externally as well as internally. 
While external cleanliness can be done by rubbing the body with clay and washing off 
the dirt with water, internal cleanliness and purity is achieved by keeping the mind, 
the sub-conscious and the intellect free from all sorts of taints, corruptions and 
negativities, and instead concentrating their efforts towards auspicious and righteous 
endeavours such as on spiritualism and attainment of the Truth. [Both sorts of 
cleaning are necessary. One should keep the physical body clean because it is the 
residence of the Atma, the pure ‘self’, and if the residence is dirty and filthy it would 
create a negative environment for the Atma, causing the latter restlessness and having 
a negative impact on its nature. Further, the body is regarded as the temple of the Lord 
because this Atma is a miniature form of the cosmic Atma known as the ‘Parmatma’, 
the Supreme Being. Just like a man keeps his place of worship, the ‘shrine’, 
physically clean so as to maintain its sanctity, it is equally important to keep one’s 
body clean as it is the abode of the ‘personal deity’ known as the Atma. But this body 
is driven by the mind and its various faculties, and therefore to ensure that the 
personal shrine of the Atma in the form of the physical body is able to maintain its 
sanctity and credibility it is imperative to keep the internal apparatus clean and 
uncorrupt. If the mind and its components are not clean then no matter how clean the 
external body may be it is of no good to the spiritual aspirant, for sooner rather than 
latter the body would fall prey to the many temptations of the corrupt world and their 
attending delusions. Therefore, all efforts of the mind should be diverted away from 
the falsehoods of the material world of the sense objects and focused on the Atma and 
the universal truth of the conscious ‘self?.] (1). 


“Canto 1, section 2 = 1. The term ‘Niyam’ (literally meaning certain rules and 
regulations that one is strictly expected to follow in order to be successful in one’s 
endeavour) applies to the following observances—Tapa (austerity, penance and 
sufferance for some noble and auspicious cause), Santosh (contentedness), Astik (to 
be a believer), Daan (to give charity and make alms), Ishwar-poojan (worship of 
God), Siddhanta-srawan (listening to the tenets and doctrines of the scriptures being 
explained), Hri (shame, prudence, modesty and self-respect), Mati (thoughts, intellect, 
sense, understanding, inclination, convictions, desires of the mind, and being 
mindfulness of one’s duties and ethical behaviour), Japa (repetition of Mantras), and 
Vrat (religious fasting, observing austerity, keeping righteous vows and strict self- 
control or self-restraint). 

[Now, each of these terms would be explained in a holistic way.] The term 
‘Tapa’ in the context of Yoga (meditation) is to observe various religious sacraments 
such as the ‘Krischa Chandrayan'’ which helps the body to become thin, energized, 
fit, reactivated and detoxified, as well as shed its unnecessary flab and burden of 
ailments. 

‘Santosh’ means to be satisfied and contented with whatever is available by 
providence, and never to greed or yearn or wish for more. 
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‘Aastik’ (believing) implies that one should sincerely believe in what the 
Vedas have said about religion and other spiritual matters. 

‘Daan’ is to give alms to the poor, make donations and charities to the 
deserving, with due respect to the dignity and self respect of the recipient or the 
beneficiary, without expecting anything in return. These charities and donations must 
be made out of the wealth that has been obtained by rightful means, and which rightly 
belongs to the person who gives such alms, or makes donations or charities. [In other 
words, if charities are made to humiliate others, to demean their spirits and social 
standing, to show them that that they are underprivileged, unfortunate and inferior to 
the donor, to create a situation when the other members of the society become lazy, 
indolent and unproductive in the expectation of getting largesse without making 
efforts to meet their requirements by doing deeds, or to show off one’s wealth and 
majesty, or to reap some sort of worldly fame and name as a philanthropic person etc., 
or if such charities or alms are made out of assets acquired by unlawful and unethical 
means—then such alms, charities and donations are deemed to be null and void. | 

‘Ishwar-poojan’ is to honour, to offer respectful worship and to pay sincere 
obeisance to the Supreme Being in his various manifestations, such as Lord Vishnu 
(the second of the Trinity Gods, the sustainer and protector of creation, and the Lord 
who had manifested as various incarnations on earth) and Lord Shiva (the third of the 
Trinity Gods, the concluder of creation and the patron God of ascetics) amongst 
others. Such worship and honour should be done cheerfully, with great devotion and 
faith, and by following the proper sanctified method for this purpose as narrated in the 
scriptures. 

‘Siddhanta-srawan’ is to attentively hear the tenets and doctrines of the Vedas 
and the Upanishads being explained by those who are well-versed in them, those who 
are highly erudite and extremely learned in the finer nuances and intricacies of these 
great scriptures. 

‘Hri’ (shame, modesty, self-respect and dignity) is to feel ashamed at one’s 
own self for doing something that goes against the eclectic doctrines of Dharma 
(ethics, morality, righteousness, auspiciousness, probity, propriety and correct thought 
and action). Therefore, it also entails that one avoids doing anything that is regarded 
as unholy, lowly, demeaning, degrading and despicable by the Vedas as well as by 
traditional wisdom and universally accepted convention. 

‘Mati’ (thoughts, intellect, sense, understanding, inclination, convictions, 
desires of the mind, and being mindfulness of one’s duties and ethical behaviour) is to 
sincerely wish and have an inborn inclination to follow the tenets of the Vedas. It 
would include proper training of the mind-intellect apparatus to think and contemplate 
rightly, correctly and with a positive attitude about the right things and in a right 
perspective. One should therefore turn away from those things that are demeaning and 
degrading for the soul, and which undermine the exalted stature of one’s divine ‘self’. 

‘Japa’ is to honestly practice (repeat and meditate upon) the Vedic Mantra 
(hymn) that has been prescribed by one’s Guru (moral preceptor). Japa is done in two 
ways—one is verbal or audible Japa, and the other is non-verbal or mental or silent 
Japa. The mental or silent form of Japa is done by repeating the Mantra mentally in a 
silent mode without uttering a word audibly, and involves concentration of the mind 
and turning its thoughts inwards. The verbal or audible form of Japa is again of two 
types—viz. one that is done loudly, and the other that is simply muttered. The Japa 
done while muttering the Mantras silently is thousands of times more beneficial than 
doing Japa loudly, and mental Japa that is done silently without even opening the lips 


4281 


is far better than even the one done by slowly muttering the words, and it is multiple 
times more beneficial. 

‘Vrat’ (observance of religious vows) is to diligently, steadfastly, honestly, 
consistently and regularly follow the different eclectic principles, the doctrines and 
the tenets of the Vedas and the Upanishads—to avoid things that are proscribed by 
them, and do things that are prescribed by them (1). 

{'The word ‘Chandrayan’ means ‘following the phase of the moon’, while 
‘Krischa’ means to become thin and lean. Hence, the term Krischa Chandrayan means 
to make the body thin by strictly restricting the diet according to the established 
system of doing the Chandrayan Vrat. Hence it involves restricting one’s food intake 
by strictly following the phase of the moon—reducing it gradually during the waning 
phase of the moon, and increasing it in a step-by-step reverse order in which it was 
reduced during the waxing phase of the moon. 

The Hindu scriptures have prescribed a number of methods of atonement for 
one’s misdeeds and expiations for sins. The Chandrayan is the universal penance for 
expiation of almost any kind of sin—especially where no specific remedy is 
prescribed. 

It is so-called as during this exercise one follows the phase of the moon in his 
eating habits. Starting with fifteen morsels of food on the full-moon day it is gradually 
reduced by one morsel per day till the new-moon day when not a single morsel is 
eaten by the aspirant. Then from this day onwards, one morsel per day is increased till 
the full-moon day when once again he eats fifteen morsels. This is one cycle of the 
penance. It can be repeated as many times as desired according to the intensity of the 
sin to be atoned for. This penance is also called ‘Pipillikaamadhya’ or ‘middle of an 
ant’ exercise because it starts and ends with full fifteen morsels of food with nil food 
in the middle. 

There is a variation of the Chandrayan described above. In the modified 
version, the penance is started with one morsel on the full-moon day, gradually 
increased to fifteen morsels on the new-moon day and then progressively reduced by 
one morsel each day till the full-moon day when once again only one morsel is eaten. 
This is called ‘Yavamadhya’ or ‘middle of the wheat grain’—as this grain is thickest 
at the center and tapers off at the two ends. 

In the third variation, eight morsel of food is eaten each day for a month’s 
time. This is called ‘Yati-Chandrayan’—or the Chandrayan that is prescribed for 
wandering ascetics who beg for food for sustenance. 

The size of the morsel of food is approximately that of a big myrobalan fruit. 
A person who undertakes the penance called Chandrayan should tonsure the head, do 
initial fasting as a preparatory step, offer libations of clarified butter (Ghee) and water 
to the Gods, consecrate the food before eating it, and worship the Moon God.’’} | 


wae ave far eas lute wa fasra Sus A STI Yo Ul 


kavaca abheda bipra gura puja. ēhi sama bijaya upaya na duja. 10. 


The impenetrable body-armour (the ‘Kavach’) is represented by worshipping and 
having devotion and faith in Vipras (Brahmins; elderly and learned men) and Guru 
(moral preceptor, teacher and guide). 

Verily, there is no better way to obtain victory in this world; there is no 
efficacious way than this to attain the glory of conquest. (10) 
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[Note—The ‘Kavach’ is the closest and the safest thing to protect the warrior. It is 
usually made of iron either as a plain sheet or as a mesh made of plaited iron chains. It 
is very sturdy and regarded as the safest protection because it directly protects the 
body from up close. 

Since worshipping Brahmins and paying obeisance to their holy feet is 
regarded as one of the major auspicious deeds of Dharma (refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 45), it is likened to a strong 
Kavach here because the worshipper gets their blessings and grace which protects him 
against any evil effects of sins and misdeeds. 

Lord Ram has himself told the demon Kabandha—“Look, anyone who 
worships and serves Brahmins, who are like living gods on earth, by his mind, deed, 
as well as words and speech, without any deceit and pretensions, verily I say that all 
the Gods, along with the creator Brahma and the concluder Shiva, as well as myself, 
become subservient to such a person”—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha 
no. 33. 

Once again this virtue is reiterated by Lord Ram to the citizens of Ayodhya 
when the Lord told them—‘“Gods and saints are gracious and benevolent upon a 
person who serves Brahmins without any deceit and pretensions”. Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 45. 

We note here that two types of Kavachs are mentioned here—one is 
worshipping of the Brahmin, and the other is the Guru. It implies that both of them 
should be given equal importance in one’s life. Whereas Brahmins act as teachers and 
moral preceptors for the whole world in a general way, keeping themselves engaged 
in studing the scriptures so as to give advice to the world whenever needed, and 
carrying out religious duties and doing such deeds as needed for the general welfare 
of the society at large, the Guru is a personal guide and teacher who cares for the 
individual’s spiritual and temporal welfare. So while the Brahmin is a representative 
of the Supreme Being at the macro level of existence, the Guru represents the same 
Supreme Being at the micro level of the individual. 

Another interpretation is that a wise warrior takes extra precaution by wearing 
a double-breasted suit of armour—so that even if the outer layer is damaged he still 
gets protection from the inner layer. In the present context this would mean that even 
if the Brahmins fail to protect him due to some reason, his Guru will always stand by 
him. The blessing of Brahmins forms the outer ring of protection, and that of the Guru 
as the inner ring. 

Now, we have a strong chariot, well-trained horses, an expert charioteer, 
powerful and potent weapons, and personal body armour. Surely then, all the 
paraphernalia for victory are there, and therefore there is no other better way to win a 
war and obtain conquest. What one now needs is one’s own personal resolve and 
training, one’s own strength, confidence and commitment. In other words, even if 
every imaginable instrument and mean for personal enlightenment and spiritual 
elevation are available to a person, even if he has read all the scriptures and is wise 
enough to understand them correctly and properly, yet if he does not commit himself 
whole-heartedly towards his spiritual path of obtaining liberation and deliverance, 
none of them will provide emancipation and salvation to him automatically. A wise 
man is he who uses all the available resources most judiciously and properly to reach 
his desired goal in life.] 
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Ten aires ata Ta aT ilar hE A hak RY aT N Ve 


sakha dharmamaya asa ratha jakérh. jitana kaham na katahunř ripu takem. 
11. 


My friend, anyone who has the kind of Chariot of Dharma which I’ve described to 
you above, becomes invincible in this world; no enemy can ever defeat and conquer 
him. (11) 


[Note—The ‘chariot’ described by Lord Ram is not a physical one, but a metaphoric 
and symbolic one that stands for the glorious and auspicious virtues a person must 
inculcate in himself, grand virtues that he must seek and acquire for himself in order 
to be successful in life even against the most formidable of odds that might seem 
daunting on their face like a strong and powerful enemy, but they buckle when faced 
by a man who possesses these magnificent qualities like the enemy crumbling when it 
faces a stronger warrior. 

Lord Ram has described a ‘Chariot of Dharma’—that is, a vehicle that can 
help a spiritual aspirant attain his goals inspite of all the daunting and thorny problems 
of the world in which he lives. By following the principles of Dharma outlined above, 
he is rest assured of liberation and deliverance from all fetters and bondages that tie 
his Atma, his ‘pure self’, to this mundane world and makes it go round and round in 
an endless cycle of birth and death along with their accompanying horrors and 
miseries. Not only this, the journey through life becomes easy and smooth because the 
aspirant has the security and safety of the Chariot, and the protection of the umbrella 
of Dharma. 

Lord Ram has listed the following twenty-one auspicious virtues that a man 
must possess if he wishes that the Lord extends him his protection, and if he wishes to 
become invincible against all the evil effects of this world. The sequential order of the 
virtues is as follows—Sauraj, Dhiraj, Satya, Sheel (line no. 5), Bal, Vivek, Dam, 
Parhit, Kshamaa, Kripaa, Samtaa (line no. 6), Bhajan (devotion for Lord God), Virati, 
Santosh (line no. 7), Daan, Buddhi, Vigyan (line no. 8), Amal (purity) and Achal 
(steady) Mana (mind), Sama, Yam, Niyam (line no. 9), and worship of Brahmins and 
Guru (line no. 10). 

Now, it will be very pertinent and interesting to examine the presence of all 
these magnificent and divine virtues in Lord Ram himself as depicted at different 
places in different contexts spread through the text of epic Ram Charit Manas, which 
made the Lord invincible. 

Virtue no. 1= ‘Sauraj’ (bravery and valour)—refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 25 where Marich tells 
Ravana that it is very unwise to make Lord Ram and his younger brother Laxman 
enemies because they are very brave, powerful and strong, and any opposition to them 
would be futile. 

Virtue no. 2, 3 and 18 = ‘Dhiraj’ (patience, fortitude, courage and resilence), 
Satya and mind that is steady, firm and resolute respectively—refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. | that precedes Doha no. 82 where king 
Dasrath tells his minister to go behind Lord Ram, after he has been sent to forest 
exile, and try to purusade the Lord to come back. During this instruction, Dasrath 
says—“If the two brothers, Ram and Laxman, who are of a firm resolve and an 
unwavering mind, courageously refuse to come back because Lord Ram is extremely 
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firm in his resolve and is true to his word (that he will go to the forest if it the father’s 
will)---”. 

Virtue no. 3= ‘Satya’ (truthfulness)—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Doha no. 264 in which the assembly felt glad upon hearing Lord Ram make a 
firm resolve to honour Bharat’s wish—because the Lord is exemplarily truthful to his 
words, and once he says that he will honour the wish of Bharat he will do it no matter 
what comes. The context is Bharat’s plea to the Lord to return to the city of Ayodhya 
to ascend its thrown, and the Lord agreeing to do what Bharat says because he knew 
that Bharat cannot tell him to do anything that goes against the tenets of Dharma. 

Then again in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 292, the Lord has 
been ascribed with the virtues of Satya, Dharma, and Sheel. 

In Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 23 that precedes Doha no. 7 Lord Ram 
has himself proclaimed to Sugriv that “listen friend, my words do no go in vain; I do 
not lie”. 

Virtue no. 4 = ‘Sheel’ (politeness, courteousness, civility, humility, good 
manners and etiquette)—refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 243 where Lord Ram has eagerly gone forward to 
welcome his guru sage Vasistha when the party of Bharat arrived at the Lord’s 
hermitage in Chitrakoot to persuade the Lord to come back to Ayodhya. Here Lord 
Ram has been described as being an ocean of Sheel. (ii) Then again, in Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 29 Ka, it is said that “Tulsidas declares and asserts that 
there is no other Lord compared to Lord Ram in as far as the virtue of Sheel is 
concerned because Lord Ram is an abode, or a treasure-trove, of this grand virtue”. 
(iii) In Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 6 it is asserted that Lord 
Ram is an abode of Sheel and other auspicious Gunas (virtues). 

Virtue no. 5= ‘Bal’ (strength)—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 12 that precedes Doha no. 2 wherein Jayant, the stupid son of Indra 
(the king of gods), has accepted that Lord Ram possesses unmatchable strength, 
power, authority and potent about which he had not known earlier, for then he would 
not have had the temerity to hurt Sita. He regretted sincerily, and the merciful Lord 
forgave him and spared his life. 

Virtue no. 6= ‘Vivek’ (wisdom)—refer: (i) Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 97 in which Sita says that Lord Ram 
is most merciful and full of wisdom. (ii) In Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 254, sage Vashistha declares to the assembly “no one knows the 
essential principles and the tenets as well as the practical implementation of the grand 
virtues of Niti (laws of conduct and thought; laws of jurisprudence), Priti (love, 
affection, cordiality), Parmaarath (spiritual welfare; general good in the long run) and 
Swaarath (personal safety and interests) more than Lord Ram. (iii) Then again, in 
Lanka Kand, the 2" half of Chanda line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 111, the creator 
has said while praying to Lord Ram that the Lord is free from anger and is always an 
embodiment of wisdom and enlightenment. 

Virtue no. 7 = ‘Dam’ (self restraint over one’s organs and urges)—refer: (1) 
Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 179 in 
which it is asserted that “Lord Ram is pure in mind and heart, that he is pious, and that 
he is disinterested in and dry (non-emotional) towards the sense objects of the world 
and their allurements or temptations”. (ii) Then again in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 32, king Dasrath declares to Kaikeyi 
(his wife) that “everyone says that Lord Ram is like a Sadhu (saintly and pious)”. 
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Virtue no. 8 = ‘Parhita’ (welfare of others)—refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (1) 
Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 192 that says that Lord Vishnu took birth as a human being 
(in the form of Lord Ram) for the interest, welfare, well-being and good of Brahmins, 
mother Earth, Gods and Saints. (ii) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 254 says “Lord Ram has taken birth for the general good, well-being and 
welfare of the world at large”. 

Virtue no. 9 = ‘Kshamaa’ (forgiveness)—refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (1) Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 285 wherein sage Parashuram has 
declared that Lord Ram and his brother Laxman are like a temple (abode) of the virtue 
of forgiveness. (2) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 218 in 
which the creator Brahma has advised the Gods not to creative mischief and put an 
obstacle in the path of Bharat’s attempt to bring Lord Ram back to Ayodhya because 
though “Lord Ram does not get angry at any harm or offence caused to him 
personally or directly”, but will not accept any mischief being created to annoy his 
devotees. 

Virtue no. 10 = ‘Kripaa’ (compassion, grace, benevolence)—trefer: Ram Charit 
Manas:- (i) Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 259 that says Lord 
Ram is an ‘abode of Kripaa’; (ii) Baal Kand, line no. 2 of Doha no. 208 Kha which 
says that Lord Ram is an ‘ocean of Kripaa’; (iii) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 101 that also endorses this virtue of Lord Ram as being an 
‘ocean of Kripaa’; (iv) Aranya Kand, line no. 2 of Doha no. 2 that says ‘there is no 
one comparable to Lord in having in him the virtue of Kripaa’; (v) Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 33 that says “Lord Ram has a very sweet 
temperament, is most merciful, compassionate and gracious, and shows his 
benevolence dispassionately, without any sort of interests involved”; (vi) Aranya 
Kand, Doha no. 9 and its preceding Chaupai line no. 8 that say—“When Lord Ram 
was told that the heap of bones lying on the ground was of the sages and seers who 
have been devoured by the demons, his eyes were filled with tears. He raised his arms 
and took a firm vow that he will eliminate all the demons from the surface of the 
earth. After that, the Lord went to the hermitages of all the sages and seers 
independently to comfort them and give them happiness and plesure.” 

Virtue no. 11 = ‘Samtaa’ (equanimity, fortitude, evenness of mind, to treat all 
alike without distinction and discrimination)—refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (i) 
Kishkindha Kand, line no. 1 of Doha no. 7 in which Baali, the king of the monkey 
race and elder brother of Sugriv tells his wife Tara that “Lord Ram treats everyone 
alike and harbours no personal ill-will against anyone”. (ii) Ayodhya Kand, line no. 2 
of Doha no. 227 in which Laxman has said “Oh Lord, you have equal love and 
compassion for all, and treat everyone like you would treat your own self”. (iii) 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 219 which asserts Lord 
Ram has equanimity and evenness of mind as he treats everyone alike without any 
distinction and discrimination, and therefore has no ill-will against anyone nor is 
infatuated with someone else”. (iv) Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 34 that precedes 
Doha no. 86 in which Lord Ram has himself declared that “all the creatures are dear 
to me equally as all of them are my off-springs, all have been created by me—.e. I do 
not distinguish between them on any pretext”. 

Virtue no. 12 = ‘Devotion for Lord God and worshipping him’ (Ish Bhajan)— 
refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (1) In Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 2, till Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 3 it is narrated that Lord 
Ram had installed an image of Lord Shiva, known as a lingam, and then duly 
worshipped it. (ii) Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 237 that says 
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Lord Ram did his sacraments in the sanctioned way. (iii) Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 
3 that precedes Doha no. 237 says that the Lord brought flowers so that sage 
Vishwamitra can offer his ritualistic worship of Gods. (iii) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 103 says that Lord Ram worshipped an image of 
Lord Shiva on the banks of the holy river Ganges on his way to the forest after taking 
a purification bath in the river. 

Virtue no. 13 = ‘Virati’ (renunciation, detachment, dispassion, non- 
involvement with anything related to the world and its gross objects of the senses)— 
refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (i) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 31 which says “Lord Ram 
had no greed for the kingdom of Ayodhya; he never yearned for it”; (ii) Ayodhya 
Kand, Doha no. 51 that says “Lord Ram’s mind is like a free elephant, and the 
responsibilities of the kingdom is like the iron shackle that is put around this 
elephant’s leg to tie it down; so as soon as the Lord learnt that he has been ordered to 
go to the forest he felt as this shackle has been broken and so he felt exceedingly glad 
and happy”; (iii) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 165 that says “Lord Ram discarded the 
royal ornaments and clothes as soon as he received the father’s orders to proceed to 
the forest, and most cheerfully and willingly took up and wore clothes made of bark 
of the birch tree and leaves with complete dispassion, without having any sort of 
emotions either of happiness or of dismay in his heart”. 

The same idea is emphasized in Kavitawali of Tulsidas, in its Ayodhya Kand, 
verse no. 2, line no. 4 which says “The lotus-eyed Lord Ram went to the forest after 
abandoning the kingdom of his father like a mendicant who has no attachment with 
anything at all, and who does not look back at the place which he leaves” 

Virtue no. 14 = ‘Santosh’ (contentement; satisfication at whatever is 
available)—refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (i) Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 342 says “Lord Ram, who is always fulfilled and contented, became 
satisfied by the words of King Janak”. (ii) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 133 that says that Lord Ram’s mind and heart felt fully contented 
when he saw the natural beauty of Chitrakoot. 

Virtue no. 15 = ‘Daan’ (making charity)—refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (i) Baal 
Kand, Doha no. 148 in which Lord Vishnu has told Manu and Satrupaa that they are 
free to ask for anything they want as the Lord is a great giver who gives liberally. (11) 
Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 196 says that king Dasrath 
gave charity with an open hand at the time of birth of Lord Ram and his brothers. 
Sundar Kand, Doha no. 49 Kha says “the wealth that Lord Shiva had granted to the 
10-headed Ravana when the latter offered his heads to him as sacrifice, the same 
wealth was granted hesitatingly by Lord Ram to Vibhishan (even without the latter 
making any sacrifice like Ravana)”. The fact that Lord Ram was ‘hesitant’ in giving 
Vibhishan all this is that the Lord felt that it was not enough, and that he should have 
given Vibhishan much more than that. In other words, Lord Ram is a most 
magnanimous and benevolent giver; he always thinks that he has not done enough for 
his devotees and should have done more. (iv) Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 12 says that when Lord Ram was crowned the king of Ayodhya 
after his return to the city, liberal donations were made to Brahmins. (v) Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 24 says that after becoming the king of 
Ayodhya, Lord Ram used to make liberal charities to Brahmins in many ways. 

Virtue no. 16 = ‘Buddhi’ (intelligence)—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 56 that says “Lord Seshnath (the 
legendary celestial serpent with a thousand hoods) is unable to recount the 
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splendorous glories, the matchless strength and immensity of intelligence and wisdom 
(Buddhi) of Lord Ram even though he has a thousand mouths (hoods)”. 

Virtue no. 17 = ‘Vigyan’ (analytical abilities; deep insight and foresight; 
higher levels of intelligence; transcendental intelligence and wisdom)—trefer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 72 that says “Lord Ram is such an expert that he 
knows how to act in different circumstances like an expert artist who can assume so 
many different postures according to the role he is assigned on the stage of the 
theatre”. No one can say that the person playing out a particular part on the stage is 
not the same person in practical life, so expertly does the artist plays out his role. This 
is because he knows the secrets of the trade, has a first-hand knowledge of the 
character that he plays on stage, and is so well-versed with the actual situation in the 
real life that his depiction of the character becomes extremely natural and convincing 
as if it is the real thing. Similarly, Lord Ram is so wise and expert that he knows the 
subtle secrets and even those aspects of a thing that are not apparent and known to all. 

Virtue no. 18 = ‘Mana (mind, sub-conscious and heart) that is un-corrupt, 
holy, pious and steady’—refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (i) Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
5-6 that precedes Doha no. 231 that say—“It is natural for the members of the Raghu 
dynasty (in which Lord Ram took birth, and therefore had this wonderful character in 
him) that they do not step on a path that is unrighteous, inauspicious, improper, 
immoral and unethical. I have a firm belief and faith in my (Lord Ram’s) Mana that it 
has never thought of coveting any woman to whom one is not related.” (ii) Uttar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 92 that says “Lord Ram is as steady 
and unmoving as the mountain covered by snow (i.e. the Himalayas), and is as grave, 
dense and deep as the vast ocean”. 

Virtue nos. 19 and 20 = ‘Sham’ and ‘Yam’ (self-restraint of the sense organs 
and their natural urges for gratification), ‘Niyam’ (following rules strictly, and 
obeying religious sacraments and observances)—refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (i) 
Ayodhya Kand, the 2" half of Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 82 says 
“Lord Ram was true to the vows he had taken, and was steady on his chosen path”. 
(ii) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 29 says “Lord Ram 
lived like a true hermit, having completely renounced all his attachments for 
everything and being fully disinterested in any material thing of the world and its 
charms”—that is, the Lord practiced a high degree of self control; he shunned all 
desires for pleasure and comfort inspite of the fact that he was born a prince and 
would one day ascend the throne of Ayodhya which was regarded as the most 
prosperous kingdom of the time. (iii) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 165 says that “Lord 
Ram wore clothes made of the bark of the birch tree and leaves (like a renunciate 
hermit inspite of his being entitled to royal ornaments and attire befitting a king)”. (iv) 
Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 211 says that—‘‘Lord Ram wore the minimum of clothes, 
ate naturally grown wild fruits, and slept on the ground on a bed made of leaves and 
twigs. He lived under the shade of trees, and suffered from the vagaries of Nature by 
tolerating with equanimity and and stoic neutrality the effects of snow, heat, rain and 
storm (during the phase of his life in the forest as a hermit, without complaining or 
having any grudge against anyone.” 

And finally Virtue no. 21 = ‘Respect of Guru and Brahmins’—refer: Ram 
Charit Manas:- (i) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede Doha no. 9 
which say that “when Lord Ram heard about the arrival of his Guru (sage Vashistha) 
at his palace, he came forward to receive him at the door, and bowed his head to the 
Guru. Then the Lord welcomed him (Guru) by worshipping him comprehensively in a 
ritualistic manner that consists of sixteen steps. (ii) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 79 says 
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that “Lord Ram payed his respects to and worshipped the feet of Brahmins and his 
Guru (sage Vashishtha), and then went on his way to the forest”. (iii) Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 90 where it is said that “Lord Ram 
(mentally) bowed his head before the lotus-like feet of Brahmins as he strode ahead 
on the chariot (that was sent by the Gods, to face the enemy in the battle-field of 
Lanka)”. ] 


Go, Ter stata Hane Ry sia Gens ST aT | 
Si Se TI BIS FS UAE AAT AfaehtT Lo (R) 
doha. 


maha ajaya sansara ripu jiti saka'i so bira. 
jakém asa ratha ho'i drrha sunahu sakha matidhira. 80 (a). 


Listen oh friend (Vibhishan) who has a steady and resolute mind! A warrior (living 
being) who has a sturdy Chariot (magnificent virtues) as described above becomes 
invincible for any enemy in this world; he cannot be defeated even if the whole world 
becomes his enemy; his detractors cannot cause his downfall even if they join hands 
against him.’ (Doha no. 80-a.) 


[Note—In the beginning of this discourse by Lord Ram, Vibhishan was uneasy and 
full of doubts—refer: Ram Charit Manas, 6/80/1. He was wary of the prospects of 
fighting a strong enemy like Ravana without a war chariot and other paraphernalia of 
battle. It becomes virtually impossible to acquire maneuverability and swiftness of 
movement, so essential for victory on the battle-field, while fighting on foot. But 
when Lord Ram taught him the principles of Dharma, when he was enlightened about 
the subtle inner strength of the Atma that comes to a man by the possession of the 
divine virtues listed by Lord Ram herein above, Vibhishan became assured of the 
Lord’s victory. This is because he knew that Ravana lacked all of them, and therefore 
stood no chance against Lord Ram who had all these glorious virtues in him that made 
the Lord spiritually and morally strong and invincible. 

The Lord has said here that a person who possesses this Chariot cannot be 
defeated by the ‘whole world’, implying that Ravana, being an individual person, 
holds no chance when the whole world united against a person who possesses such a 
fabulous and glorious Chariot of Dharma cannot defeat him. 

This teaching of Lord Ram herein above describes the glorious virtues that 
make a man victorious in all his struggles in this mundane world. These virtues are 
likened to a chariot on which a warrior rides to his victory in the battle-field. The 
analogy is obvious—the struggles of life in this mundane world are like the battle- 
field as they consists of innumerable pains and miseries as well as improbables over 
which one has no control. And just like a strong chariot helps the expert warrior to 
move swiftly from one corner of the battle-ground to another, issuing instructions to 
his army and out-manoeuvre the enemy, the grand virtues listed by Lord Ram helps a 
person overcome all obstacles in life and emerge victorious. 

The context is the battle-field of Lanka. Ravana, the demon king, is astride a 
strong chariot, while Lord Ram is on foot. It becomes physically difficult to 
manoeuvre and move swiftly on foot and fight against a powerful enemy who is given 
the advantage of mobility and protection of a vehicle built especially for the battle, 
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such as the war chariot. He can store his arms and ammunition in this chariot besides 
enjoying the advantage of the ability to have a commanding position from which to 
control the army spread across the battle-field by the virtue of his fast 
manoeuvrability and movement. 

So, this deficiency made Vibhishan very worried and upset. Though he had 
immense affection and faith in the Lord, but for once he began to have doubts as how 
will the Lord conquer a strong enemy while fighting him standing himself on foot. It 
was then that Lord Ram preached these grand and glorious virtues to Vibhishan just 
like Lord Krishna had taught his friend Arjun in the battle-field of Kurushetra that 
became famous as Lord Krishna’s “Geeta”. ] 


yA uy oer Aaa ache Te We aT 
Ute fra ifs suaz WA HU Ga GHA co (GW) 


suni prabhu bacana bibhisana harasi gahé pada kanja. 
ehi misa mohi upadésehu rama krpa sukha punja. 80 (b). 


When Vibhishan heard these wise words of Lord Ram, he felt exhilarated and 
contented. He fell down to clasp the holy feet of the Lord and exclaimed in gratitude: 
‘Oh Lord, you are a fountain of mercy and grace. How fortunate am I that you have 
given this great wisdom to me on the pretext of answering my concerns regarding the 
necessity of a chariot during this war.’ (Doha no. 80-b) 


Sd WAN TAHA Sd Bie STAM | 
ord Arearen ate aft cat Frat Past wey SIT I Lo (77) UI 


uta pacara dasakandhara ita angada hanumana. 
larata nisacara bhalu kapi kari nija nija prabhu ana. 80 (c). 


[After describing this glorious Chariot, we resume our narrative of the Great War. ] 


On the other side it was Ravana who was challenging and thrashing the enemy 
watriors (i.e. the monkeys and bears) with all his might, and on this side it were 
Angad and Hanuman who retaliated with equal ferocity, challenging Ravana and his 
might, every step of the way. 

Both the demons of the other side (i.e. of Ravana’s side), and the bears and 
monkeys of this side (i.e. of Lord Ram’s side) viciously clashed with each other using 
brutal force, all the while applauding their respective Lords and raising loud cries 
extolling their glories, and swearing in their names. (Doha no. 80-c) 


dio, Ot dalle Reg AM AMT | ead TA AT aS FEAT N g N 
AE SAT WS aS GT 1 aa WH aR TH VT 2 W 


caupa’. 


4290 


sura brahmadi sid'dha muni nana. dekhata rana nabha carhé bimana. 1. 
hamahu uma rahé téhim sanga. dékhata rama carita rana ranga. 2. 


[Continuing with the narration of this fascinating Story of a War the like of which was 
never witnessed heretofore anywhere in the annals of history, and would neither be 
hereafter, Lord Shiva quoth to goddess Uma, his divine consort who was listening to 
it very attentively—] 


‘All the Gods, including the creator Brahma, as well as many mystics and great sages 
(who had the mystical ability to assume an ethereal or a disembodied form when they 
so wished), were watching the proceedings on the battle-field and the progress of the 
Epic War from their aerial vehicles stationed in the sky. (1) 


Oh Uma; I (Lord Shiva) was also accompanying them as we watched with awe the 
wondrous and strange deeds of Lord Ram done by him on the battle-field’. (2) 


[Note—'What was so strange, mysterious and awe-inspiring about Lord Ram’s 
actions in the battle-field of Lanka that so dazed the gods? Well, the gods were aware 
of Lord Ram’s true identity, that he was a personified form of Lord Vishnu, the 
sustainer and protector of the world, and the most powerful and almighty second god 
of the Trinity, the other two being the creator Brahma, and Lord Shiva who is the 
concluder of this creation. This being the case, it was so astonishing that Lord Ram 
should behave like any other ordinary human warrior, who is gallant, valiant, 
courageous and brave, would during a war, instead of employing any of his cosmic 
supernatural powers to easily win the enemy in a battle of this magnitude—for the 
almighty Lord Ram had allowed himself to be tied in a snare of serpents created by 
Meghanad", and had even permitted Laxman to be mortally wounded and almost on 
the verge of losing his life when Meghanad attacked him and made him unconscious, 
and further adding to the confusion of gods the Lord had gravely lamented and 
mournfully wailed for Laxman like an ordinary man would for his dear brother”. 

{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, “Chaupai line nos. 11-13 that 
precede Doha no. 73; and °Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 54; Doha no. 
61.}] 


que war ta ag fafa ard aft aA 1a Act ATA HN 3 UI 
Uh Uh oF nts Gas | Was Um aie ate ons i wl 


subhata samara rasa duhu disi mātē. kapi jayasila rama bala taté. 3. 
ēka ēka sana bhirahim pacarahim. ēkanha ēka mardi mahi parahim. 4. 


The veterans of both the sides were maddened with a burning passion for war and 
victory. Howbeit, the monkeys (and bears) had a clear upper hand in the battle-field, 
leading the fight and holding a sway over their enemies, by the grace and blessings of 
Lord Ram. (3) 


There was a fierce hand-to-hand duel; the valiant warriors engaged their opponents in 
a ruthless face to face combat, thrashing the other mercilessly, and dashing their 
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adversaries to the ground with such violent force that they were pulverized and 
reduced to a pulp’. (4) 


[Note—'A similar battle of excess of gallantry and ferocity, where zealot warriors 
engaged in a fierce face-to-face duel with their opponents, was fought during the first 
battle with Meghanad—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
4-5 that precede Doha no. 53. 

Besides this, it was also witnessed during the opening phases of the war when 
the demon and monkey armies clashed with each other—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-9 that precede Doha no. 46.] 


mi ne ents were are AR ates St AE UG N 
sax faants ast sanfs wate ve stats wets ve Sree I S i 


marahim katahim dharahim pacharahim. sisa tori sisanha sana marahim. 5. 
udara bidarahim bhuja uparahim. gahi pada avani pataki bhata darahim. 6. 


The enemy was beaten mercilessly, slashed and cut violently, caught hold of and 
thrashed to the ground, and their heads were yanked off their bodies and then used as 
missiles to hit others with them. (5) 


Abdomens were ripped open; arms were torn away from the torso; and gallant 
watriors were grabbed by their legs, swung around, and then dashed on the ground. 


(6) 


Pitre ve ate wrest aa | ar aR ats ag aTeT N 9 N 
an acta apg aeg | casted forget ret AT Hes E N 


nisicara bhata mahi garahim bhalu. Upara dhari dehim bahu balu. 7. 
bira balimukha jud'dha birud'dhé. dékhi'ata bipula kala janu krud'dhé. 8. 


Demon warriors were grabbed by mighty bears and buried in the earth over which a 
mound of sand was dumped. (7) 


The valiant warriors who were filled with zeal and a firm determination to overcome 
their adversaries in the battle-field appeared to be like personified forms of Kaal, the 
god of death himself”. (8) 


[Note—'To wit, two scenarios are possible here. One is that the monkeys first dashed 
the demon warriors to the ground, and when they died they were buried by the bears 
who dug a grave for them and covered it with sand. 

In the other possibility, the bears grabbed demons and buried them alive in the 
ground, heaping sand over them so that they die of suffocation. 

And of course obtaining ‘sand’ was no problem as there was an ocean all 
around Lanka, and sand is found in abundance near the ocean. 


4292 


? Though it is not specifically mentioned here to whom this reference of ‘being 
personified form of Kaal’ is being made, whether it refers to the monkeys and bears or 
to the demon warriors, but taking into consideration the ground situation on the battle- 
field where the monkeys and bears had an upper hand over the demons, it is clear that 
the allusion is to the Lord’s warriors, the monkeys and the bears, instead of the 
demons who were bearing the brunt of their attack, and were on the defensive. 

This deduction is supported by the following verses. ] 


So. pa Hdid GAM aly at Gad Ahr Wal I g | 
ele Fare Hem Ve aed ot Rahs Teta N R N 
ante mefe site ars cite ces Ast 3 | 
foarte nhe Urey wet act Hele VS Tact Se Ut ¥ Ut 


chanda. 


krud'dhē krtanta samana kapi tana sravata sonita rajahim. 1. 
mardahim nisacara kataka bhata balavanta ghana jimi gajahim. 2. 
marahim capetanhi dati datanha kati latanha mijahim. 3. 

cikkarahim markata bhalu chala bala karahim jéhim khala chijahim. 4. 


The gallant and powerful monkeys, who were furious with anger as if Kaal himself 
has taken their forms, appeared glorious with blood oozing out of the wounds on their 
bodies. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Those valiant warriors (i.e. the monkeys and bears) fought vigorously with powerful 
demon warriors and trounced them, all the while roaring like the thunder of the cloud. 
(Chanda line no. 2) 


They (the monkeys and bears) slapped and severely reprimanded their opponents (the 
demon warriors), bit them viciously with their sharp teeth, and then trampled them 
underfoot, pulverizing and reducing them to a pulp. (Chanda line no. 3) 


The monkeys and bears were letting out shrill war cries and adopting all possible 
strategies to make their enemy feel exasperated, to make him depressed and dejected, 
and ultimately decimated. (Chanda line no. 4) 


aR ma miè Sx fararehe wet staat Beret 1 & | 
uge wy fateer ay aft war str Gerad g UI 
fe ATS hls Tare Be Fr wT Als Ue Tat O | 
Wa Ta SH A ot lore Ht Hieta A HC TA Sar ite N 


dhari gala pharahirn ura bidarahirh gala amtavari mélahim. 5. 
prahladapati janu bibidha tanu dhari samara angana khelahim. 6. 
dharu maru katu pacharu ghora gira gagana mahi bhari rahi. 7. 
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jaya rama jo trna té kulisa kara kulisa té kara trna sahi. 8. 


The vehemently angry (monkey and bear) warriors caught hold of their enemies (the 
demon warriors) with excess of wrath, tearing their cheeks, slicing their chests, and 
hanging their intestines around their own necks after ripping up their abdomens. 
(Chanda line no. 5) 


They give the impression that the Lord of Prahalad, i.e. Lord Narsingh’, has assumed 
countless forms to enact the ‘dance of death’ by mercilessly unleashing his 
devastating anger on the evil demon hordes, and slaying them in great numbers. 
(Chanda line no. 6) 


The sky and the earth reverberated in all the directions with horrifying and shrill cries 
of ‘Grab, Kill, Cut them off, Thrash and Trample Under the Foot’ that ranted 
everywhere. (Chanda line no. 7) 


Simultaneously, there was a resounding applause for Lord Ram as the (enthusiastic 
and victorious) warriors invoked the glories of the Lord with great zeal, 
enthusiastically cheering ‘Glory to the great Lord Ram, who indeed and without any 
gainsay has the mystical powers that can truly turn a humble twig into the mighty 
Vajra (the strongest, the sturdiest, the heaviest and an invincible weapon in the world, 
something that cannot be conquered or subdued), or make a Vajra become like a poor 
twig (that is easily crushed and trampled upon)’. (Chanda line no. 8) 


[Note—'The allusion here is to Lord Vishnu who had assumed a terrifying form of 
‘half-lion and half-man’, known as ‘Narsingh’, to tear apart the body of the demon 
Hiranyakashipu, the father of Prahalad, because he was not allowing his son to 
worship the Lord, and after having failed in persuading Prahalad to desist from 
offering his obeisance to Lord Vishnu, the demon father finally decided to kill him. 
He drew his sword to cut off Prahalad’s head, but when the poor little helpless boy 
prayed to Lord Vishnu to save him, the Lord assumed a ferocious form of ‘Narsingh’ 
and revealed himself immediately. The Lord was seething with excess of anger, and 
he grabbed Hiranyakashipu, laid him across his lap, and tore his abdomen viciously 
into two; then the angry Lord Narsingh yanked out the entrails of the cruel demon and 
hung them around his neck like blood-soaked garlands. 

In a similar fashion, the ferocious monkey and bear warriors tore apart the 
bodies of the demons and pulled out their intestines which they hung around their 
necks like so many victory garlands; in this form and action they assumed the role of 
Lord Narsingh. 


?To wit, Lord Ram, being the almighty, all-able and omnipotent Supreme Lord of the 
world, can do the impossible and the unimaginable if he so wishes. For instance, he 
can convert an ordinary-looking, weak and powerless creature into a formidable giant 
with supernatural powers, one who can conquer the whole world and defeat the most 
formidable and strongest of enemy with the greatest of ease, and should it please the 
Lord he can do the reverse with equal comfort, i.e. he can turn a mighty and most 
powerful man into an incompetent, inept, imbecile and impotent person. 

The idea here is that though monkeys and bears were no match for the might 
and the ferocity so characteristic of the powerful demon race, yet now the same 
humble creatures were ruthlessly thrashing and vanquishing the same demon warriors 
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who had been so powerful only some time ago that the mere mention of their name 
would send chill down the spine of the almighty gods of heaven. The mystery of the 
whole thing was that the demons were being beaten black and blue, and they were 
unable to retaliate and take revenge against the monkeys and bears. 

Why and how this strange thing was made possible? The answer is this: It was 
made possible by the grace and the wish of Lord Ram alone, and for no other reason. ] 


@o. Fre Arara tata cite wat ca ar 
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doha. 
nija dala bicalata dēkhēsi bisa bhujam’ dasa capa. 
ratha cadhi calé'u dasanana phirahu phirahu kari dapa. 81. 


When the ten-headed Ravana observed that his forces were in a dire strait, he strode 
upon his war chariot, held ten powerful bows in his twenty arms‘, and rode to the 
frontline of the battle, urging his troops to made a strategic retreat; he called out to his 
warriors: ‘Retreat, retreat immediately’. (Doha no. 81) 


[Note—'To wit, Ravana held ten bows in his ten arms, one in each, and naturally the 
other ten arms held arrows, shields, and other weapons. Till now he was standing 
behind to watch the developments on the ground, but when he discovered that his 
soldiers were being beaten back mercilessly and rapidly decimated, he could not hold 
back and rode ahead to the line of physical combat, ordering his warriors to fall 
behind and regroup. | 


dio, Mas WA Gag CaHM | HATE Ul FE A AAT g N 
THe HT Wen Sat VENT | Shs AT UT UR ANT 2 I 
caupa’. 


dhaya'u parama krud'dha dasakandhara. sanmukha calé hūha dai bandara. 1. 
gahi kara padapa upala pahara. darénhi ta para ekahim bara. 2. 


The ten-shouldered (dasakandhara) Ravana was seething with excess of anger as he 
dashed forward with a vengeance. The monkeys meanwhile were very excited 
(because of their recent victory), and they hurried forward, chuckling gleefully, to 
confront the advancing Ravana midway. (1) 


They dumped trees, boulders and rocks, small and large, on Ravana all at once. (2) 
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lagahim saila bajra tana tasu. khanda khanda ho'i phutahim asu. 3. 
cala na acala raha ratha ropi. rana durmada ravana ati kopi. 4. 


The mountain-like huge rocks and boulders struck Ravana’s body, which was as 
strong and robust as Vajra (the hardest substance in existence), only to break up into 
small pieces and fall down to the ground. (3) 


Ravana, who was a mighty and valiant warrior renowned for his exceptional gallantry, 
bravery, valour, steadfastness and resilience during a combat, stood his ground firmly, 
with great ease and dogged determination, not moving from his position and yielding 
ground a wee whit. (4) 


Ba Sa Sale cute Hire sat 1A AMT Was sift RET I & N 
del Ws el Ale AMT atte as SATs STANT Ut & N 


ita uta jhapati dapati kapi jodha. mardai lāga bhaya'u ati krodha. 5. 
calé para'i bhalu kapi nana. trahi trahi angada hanumana. 6. 


Here and there and everywhere, to his left, right and front, Ravana challenged the 
monkey warriors vehemently, sternly remonstrating them, and dashing at them 
wrathfully in order to grab them (with the intention of ruthlessly doing them to death). 


(5) 


It was now the turn of the monkeys and bears to flee the ground under the ferocious 
retaliatory attack by Ravana. They became panicky, shrieking for help and crying 
aloud: ‘Oh Angad, oh Hanuman! Save us; come to our aid; help us immediately’ '. (6) 


[Note—'A similar situation was observed earlier during the first phase of the war 
when the demons, who had suffered defeat and rout initially, hit back viciously at the 
advancing army of monkeys and bears after Ravana became angry at them for their 
cowardice, and motivated them to fight with the enemy with courage and resilience. 
The counter attack of the demons made the monkeys and bears flee in terror, shouting 
for help from Angad, Hanuman, Nala, Neela and Dwivid. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 42—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 43.} 


ute n wi WTS | Ae WS GS HIST Ht ATS 1119 N 
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pāhi pāhi raghubira gosa'im. yaha khala khā'i kala ki na‘im. 7. 
téhimn dékhé kapi sakala parané. dasahum capa sayaka sandhané. 8. 


[They also sought the intervention of Lord Ram, pleading to the Lord to show mercy 
upon them by invoking his holy name and seeking his graceful help to free them from 
their plight. ] 
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They invoked Lord Ram and pleaded for help, praying: ‘Oh Lord Raghubir; oh 
gracious and kind Lord (raghubira gOsa'im). We fall at your feet and plead with you 
to have mercy on us and relieve us from this plight (pahi pahi). This wicked fellow 
(Ravana) is killing us all, as if Kaal, the god of death, has himself assumed his 
ferocious form to annihilate us.’ (7) 


When he (Ravana) observed that all the monkeys (and bears) have started fleeing 
from him, he stringed all his ten bows and mounted arrows on them (to shoot down 
the terror-stricken, fleeing troops of his enemy). (8) 


So, Bent aq ar Pent oreta sem Fafa sts am 8 I 
V Of ar eet ma fefe fatefa we aft ome R? i 
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chanda. 


sandhani dhanu sara nikara charési uraga jimi udi lagahim. 1. 
rahé puri sara dharani gagana disi bidisi kahanř kapi bhagahim. 2. 
bhayo ati kolahala bikala kapi dala bhalu bolahim aturé. 3. 
raghubira karuna sindhu arata bandhu jana racchaka hare. 4. 


He (Ravana) took aim and shot a rapid volley of sharp arrows that flew like countless 
serpents flying towards their prey with great speed. (Chanda line no. 1) 


The arrows filled the sky and the earth in all the directions. Where would the monkeys 
(and bears) run away now to escape them? 

[To wit, there was no place available where the fleeing monkeys and bears 
could go to hide themselves, and escape being hit by the arrows. ] (Chanda line no. 2) 


There was great alarm and a fearful tumult amongst the ranks of the monkey and bear 
warriors who were out of their wits and utterly terrified. They were all overcome with 
fear as they made an earnest plea to Lord Ram asking for his intervention to relieve 
them of this unexpected and sudden calamity that had befallen upon them all. (Chanda 
line no. 3) 


They prayed in unison: ‘Oh Lord Raghubir (raghubira); oh Lord who is an ocean of 
mercy and compassion (Karuna sindhu); oh Lord who is a dear friend of those who 
are in distress and need (arata bandhu); oh Lord who ensures protection as well as 
welfare and well-being of his devotees (jana racchaka); oh Lord who dispels and 
removes the sorrows and miseries of all (haré)! (Chanda line no. 4) 


ao. frac fac cha afe ate Prat ery are | 
SAT Act Hog Sls As WA Us ATTN 22 I 
dona. 


4297 


nija dala bikala dékhi kati kasi nisanga dhanu hatha. 
lachimana calé krud'dha ho'i na'i rama pada matha. 82. 


Seeing that his troops were in disarray and facing a dire situation, Laxman picked up 
his bow in his hand, stringed it, bowed his head at the feet of Lord Ram, and then 
angrily marched to the battle-field'. (Doha no. 82) 


[Note—'Two things are to be noted here: One, that Laxman has not been asked by 
Lord Ram to go the aid of the fleeing monkeys and bears, and two, that Laxman has 
departed angrily for the battle-field after bowing his head before Lord Ram. 

The first point is answered by saying that since he was next in command in the 
army after Lord Ram himself, and a fierce war was raging in the battle-field, it was 
not deemed necessary by Laxman to seek permission from the Lord every time a 
quick action was to be taken, for it was assumed that such permission was 
automatically deemed to be granted. 

The second point is however more significant. At the time of going out to fight 
Meghanad for the first time, Laxman had also left for the battle-field in an angry 
mood; the result was that he got wounded in the battle and fell down unconscious. He 
repeats this mistake once again now. And what happened? We shall soon read herein 
below that he was shot by Ravana and fell down unconscious once again. 

This incident has a subtle message for all of us: that we must always remain 
calm and poised during adversities, leaving everything confidently on the Lord God 
with a firm conviction that he will definitely take care of us. We learn this fact from 
Laxman’s incident—because when he went out to fight Meghanad for the second time 
he had not shown any anger at all, but remained calm. What was the result? He 
succeeded in slaying Meghanad. 

Here too we shall read that after regaining his senses, Laxman went back to 
confront Ravana, but now he had not lost his cool, and hence succeeded in making 
Ravana faint—apropos: Chaupai line nos. 7-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede 
Doha no. 84 herein below. ] 
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caupa’. 


rē khala ka marasi kapi bhālū. mohi biloku tora maim kalu. 1. 
khdjata rahé'um tohi sutaghati. aju nipati jurava'um chati. 2. 


[When Laxman reached the spot where Ravana was, he challenged the demon king 
with these stern words:- ] 

Laxman said to Ravana, ‘Oh you wicked fellow (ré khala). Why do you target 
these humble monkeys and bears? Look at me; I am your Kaal (death personified)'.’ 


(1) 


[When Ravana saw Laxman, his anger burst out like a suppressed volcano. He 
immediately recalled that it was Laxman who had killed his dear son Meghanad. For 
Ravana, now it was the time to take revenge. So he said bitterly, with utter contempt 
in his voice:- ] 


4298 


Ravana shot back at Laxman vehemently with these contemptuous and 
scornful words, ‘Oh you who are the one who killed my dear son (Meghanad). I was 
searching for you. Oh my good fortune; I have finally got hold of you, and now I will 
cool my burning heart by slaying you with a vengeance (to avenge my son’s death 
and give rest to his soul)’.’ (2) 


[Note—'To wit, if you are indeed so eager for a fight and wish to prove your gallantry 
in the battle-field, you ought to choose someone who is your match. It’s foolish and 
cowardly for you to vent your frustration and anger on these poor fellows, the humble 
monkeys and bears, who are no match for your might and the high stature of your 
royal majesty! Why do you wish to waste your energy, why do you demean yourself, 
why do you invite scorn and dishonour yourself by fighting with these poor creatures? 
It’s a shameful thing to do for you. Well, do you wot naught that a valiant warrior 
worth his honour always fights with someone who is of an equal stature as himself? 
So, it is not a good and honourable thing for you, who are the great king of the mighty 
and proud demon race, to vent your fury on these simple creatures, the poor and 
humble monkeys and bears. 

Come on then; meet me, for I am someone of an equal stature as you are, for 
you are the king of Lanka while we two brothers, myself and my elder brother Lord 
Ram, are the princes of a mighty kingdom of Ayodhya. I have come to greet you and 
invite you for an honourable duel. Accept my challenge like a gallant warrior, and 
let’s prove ourselves before the world which is watching us closely. Come hither; let’s 
see what we can do. 


*Meghanad was killed by Laxman in a battle during of previous day—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-16 that precede Doha no. 76. 

When Ravana saw Laxman standing before him, it was natural for him to lose 
his cool for he was meeting the killer of his son. His anger was provoked much like a 
smouldering fire in a hearth that leaps up fiercely in a burst of unrestrained flames 
when fresh air is pumped into it from the side.] 
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asa kahi charési bana pracanda. lachimana ki'é sakala sata khanda. 3. 
kotinha ayudha ravana daré. tila pravana kari kati nivaré. 4. 


Saying this, Ravana shot a thick volley of sharp and powerful arrows; Laxman shot 
his own arrows to counter them, and successfully broke the incoming arrows into 
hundreds of pieces. (3) 


Ravana shot countless (literally ‘hundreds of thousands’—‘kotinha”) weapons of 
various denominations; Laxman swiftly demolished all of them, cutting them into 
splinters’. (4) 


[Note—'All sorts of missiles, such as arrows, spears, lancets, dumb-bells, sharp- 
edged wheels, serrated rings and discuses that had razor-sharp edges, et al, were shot 
by Ravana in a rapid-fire action. Laxman showed alacrity and swiftness of reaction as 
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he neutralized all the missiles as quickly as they came, demolishing them before they 
could hit their target, which obviously was Laxman himself. ] 
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puni nija bananha kinha prahara. syandanu bhanji sarathi mara. 5. 
sata sata sara mare dasa bhala. giri srnganha janu prabisahim byala. 6. 


After neutralizing Ravana’s weapons, Laxman fiercely retaliated by shooting his own 
arrows, which broke Ravana’s war chariot and killed his charioteer. (5) 


Then he (Laxman) shot another volley of arrows that pierced through Ravana’s head, 
ten arrows in each of his ten heads’; it looked as if so many flying serpents were 
entering inside caves located on the top of a huge mountain. (6) 


[Note—'Laxman had first shot 2 arrows that broke Ravana’s chariot and killed the 
charioteer. Then he shot a total of 100 arrows as ten arrows had pierced through each 
of Ravana’s ten heads: 10 heads x 10 arrows in each head = 100 arrows. 

To wit, Laxman had shot a total of 2 + 100 = 102 arrows at Ravana. ] 


UP Aa Gl ANT ST Ast OS NT Act AP HS aA N O N 
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puni sata sara mara ura mahim. parē'u dharani tala sudhi kachu nahim. 7. 
utha prabala puni murucha jāgī. chadisi brahma dinhi jo samgi. 8. 


Then Laxman shot another volley of a hundred powerful arrows aimed at Ravana’s 
chest; these arrows slammed in and pierced through his body, felling him down on the 
ground, gravely wounded and unconscious. (7) 


Soon Ravana regained his senses and got up. Peeved and exasperated, the ferocious 
Ravana, who was now in full fury, took out a very powerful weapon given to him by 
the creator Brahma (known as Brahmastra)’. (8) 


[Note—'This weapon was infallible and sure to have a serious and devastating effect 
on its target. It was employed only in cases of emergency when all other weapons 
failed. Burning with anger, Ravana invoked it and used it to hit Laxman back with it. 

It could have been a special arrow, a spear, a lancet, or some other kind of 
missile that could be thrown at the target from a distance. ] 
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ate Ge soraa We Teast UM ale Arpa ett x 1 
chanda. 


so brahma datta pracanda sakti ananta ura lagi sahi. 1. 

paryo bira bikala uthava dasamukha atula bala mahima rahi. 2. 
brahmanda bhavana biraja jākēm ēka sira jimi raja kani. 3. 

tehi caha uthavana mūrha ravana jana nahim tribhu'ana dhani. 4. 


That Brahma’s infallible weapon, which had an inherent quality of striking hard and 
felling its target without fail, hit Laxman (who is also known as ‘Anant’) in his chest. 
(Chanda line no. 1) 


The strike was so hard that it made the valiant and brave Laxman fall down to the 
ground unconscious by its sheer force. Then Ravana, who had phenomenal strength of 
arms and stupendous might at his command, came forward agitatedly and tried to lift 
Laxman (with the intention of taking him as hostage inside the fort of Lanka). But he 
failed in his endeavours, for he could not move Laxman. 

Thus Laxman was able to maintain his dignity, and retain his honour and glory 
by making Ravana fail to lift him. (Chanda line no. 2) 


[What was the reason why Ravana failed to lift Laxman? Here’s the answer:-] 

He (i.e. Lord Seshnath, the celestial Serpent who is the primary form of 
Laxman) on whose head the whole universe, including its different divisions, lie like a 
small speck of sand --- (Chanda line no. 3) 

--- The stupid and dumb-witted Ravana tried to lift the same cosmic Being 
(who was presently in the form of Laxman) because he was not aware of the fact that 
he was the Lord of Tribhuvan (the three divisions of the world)’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Laxman was a manifestation of Lord Seshnath, the celestial Serpent, who is 
believed to support the entire creation by holding it on his head—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand—(i) Doha no. 197; (ii) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 17; (b) Ayodhya Kand—Doha no. 253 along with Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that 
precede it. 

The ‘Tribhuvan’ refers to the three divisions of this world: viz. heaven, earth, 
and nether world. 

This inability of Ravana to lift Laxman is easy to understand if we just apply 
common sense. Laxman, in his primary form as Seshnath, supports the world, which 
obviously includes this earth where Lanka was situated, on his head. How can anyone, 
no matter how strong he might be, lift the very piece of earth, the area of land or the 
ground on which he is standing? 

Suppose a person is standing on a mat, and the mat is spread over floor of his 
room. How can he dig that floor and lift it on his shoulders or head while standing on 
the same part of the floor? It’s like trying to lift one’s own self; it’s absolutely absurd 
and madness to even think of doing it. One can lift someone else, but not one’s own 
self! 

So therefore, trying to lift Laxman was logically and physically impossible for 
Ravana because he was standing on the very piece of ground which Laxman 
supported on his head in his primary form as Seshnath; it would be like lifting his own 
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self along with the ground on which Ravana was standing, which is a ridiculous 
proposition, a senseless thought, and against all principles of science. ] 
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dekhi pavanasuta dhaya'u bolata bacana kathora. 
avata kapihi han'yo tehirn musti prahara praghora. 83. 


When the son of the wind god (i.e. Hanuman) saw Ravana making attempts to lift 
Laxman, he dashed forward (to intervene and stop him from doing so), shouting at 
him and strongly admonishing Ravana by using harsh words against him. 

Almost simultaneously, when Ravana observed that Hanuman is approaching 
him menacingly, he raised himself and hit the latter hard with his clenched fists as if a 
mighty Vajra (a very hard and strong weapon used by Indra, the king of gods) was 
used to strike Hanuman’. (Doha no. 83) 


[Note—'A very interesting observation can be made here. Earlier on in the war, when 
Laxman was shot and made unconscious by Meghanad (Ravana’s son), the latter too 
had tried to lift Laxman, but had failed. Then Meghanad left the wounded Laxman 
lying on the ground and went away. So by the time Hanuman came there to lift and 
take Laxman away to Lord Ram, there was no one to oppose him. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Doha no. 54 along with Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that 
precede it; (11) Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede Doha no. 55.} 

But now in the case of Ravana we find that he did not go away, but continued 
to make efforts to lift Laxman till the time Hanuman came to intervene. ] 
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caupa’. 


janu téki kapi bhūmi na gira. utha sambhari bahuta risa bhara. 1. 
muthika ēka tahi kapi mara. parē'u saila janu bajra prahara. 2. 


Hanuman tottered a bit but overall succeeded in overcoming the force of the blow by 
kneeling down on his knees and supporting himself on the ground; this strategy 
prevented him from falling down flat on the ground. 

He soon recovered himself and got up, full of excess of fury and seething with 
vehement wrath’. (1) 


Hanuman retaliated viciously by striking Ravana ferociously with his clenched fists; 
the blow was so hard that it struck Ravana as if the Vajra (the hard and strong weapon 
of Indra) itself had hit him with its full force. (2) 
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[Note—'Why was Hanuman’s anger so mightily provoked? First it was because he 
saw Ravana felling Laxman by hitting the latter with Brahm’s weapon, then whatever 
little anger was yet left unprovoked inside Hanuman was stoked when Ravana hit him 
with his fists. That was intolerable for Hanuman, so he decided to teach this villain 
some bitter lesson by giving him his own medicine by way of a counter fist-attack. ] 


Teor Ù AR St ArT | ale oer forget STS CMT UN 3 N 
Fert Fert na Cree fer Bret UST of Rara Taha Gest Ul & UI 


murucha gai bahori so jaga. kapi bala bipula sarahana laga. 3. 
dhiga dhiga mama paurusa dhiga mohi. jaum taim ji'ata rahési suradrohi. 4. 


[What was the effect of Hanuman’s mighty strike?] Ravana fell down unconscious by 
the mighty force of the fist blow, but he soon recovered his senses and praised 
Hanuman’s valour and courage’. (3) 


When Hanuman observed that Ravana had recovered himself, he vehemently cursed 
his own self and moaned: ‘Shame to me; shame to my valour, honour and fame. I am 
terribly ashamed of myself that I left you, the enemy of gods, alive (instead of doing 
you to death immediately after you fainted when I struck you with my fist).”’ (4) 


[Note—'This indeed was the way great and true warriors thought and behaved in 
ancient times. Instead of cursing and abusing Hanuman and calling him several filthy 
names in uncouth language, Ravana praised him for his gallantry and valour; he 
recognized and gave credit to Hanuman’s astounding strength and stupendous powers 
that succeeded in felling Ravana, a feat that of course was not easy. 

In today’s world, we kill each other from hiding, using guns and rockets and 
remote controlled bombs raining down from the sky upon the helpless enemy on the 
ground, and then we claim victory over a much weaker adversary. How cowardly this 
is; what kind of ‘victory’ is it? A true soldier worth his honour and name is one who 
praises the valour and martial skills of the other soldier, even though the latter is his 
mortal enemy. 


*Well, Hanuman could have done it now, he could have killed Ravana still yet, 
couldn’t he? So why didn’t Hanuman lunge at Ravana and caught hold of him and 
dash him to the ground to kill him if he was so regretful to have left him alive? 

The reason is this: Laxman was lying unconscious on the ground, and a huge, 
angry and ferocious army of demons was teeming all around. There was grave danger 
to Laxman if any time was wasted in removing him from the battle-field to a safer 
place. Some heavy demon may trample upon him, or some mighty monkey or bear 
warrior might do it by mistake, because during the heat of war warriors become 
literally blind to whom they hit, or who is lying dead or still alive but wounded on the 
ground. This possibility was too risky to overlook in the eagerness to kill Ravana. 

Hence, Hanuman decided to first take Laxman to a safer place, for Ravana 
could be tackled later on; it wasn’t that urgent now. ] 


ate cafe chor he eft carat aha cart fortes Ura NG I 


4303 


The TAT Sey FS UTA PS Halt Was AT ATATU & Ul 


asa kahi lachimana kahun? kapi lyayo. dékhi dasanana bisamaya payo. 5. 
kaha raghubira samujhu jiyam bhrata. tumha krtanta bhacchaka sura trata. 6. 


After expressing extreme anger and exasperation at himself for not having killed 
Ravana at the spot itself (due to the exigency of the situation and the urgent call of 
duty requiring him to take Laxman to a safe place first, and keep everything else 
pending for a while), Hanuman lifted the prostrate Laxman, very swiftly and very 
easily, and brought him to where Lord Ram was’. 

When Ravana saw this (i.e. when he observed that Hanuman could easily lift 
Laxman when he himself hadn’t been able to move the latter a wee whit despite trying 
his best and employing all the strength that he could muster for the job, strength 
which was truly phenomenal), he was greatly astounded and utterly awed at this 
strange development’. (5) 


Lord Ram looked at Laxman and explained: ‘My dear brother. Think for yourself; 
recall your mighty glory and majesty. You are the one who can devour even the god 
of death, and you are the one who is the protector of gods!” (6) 


[Note—'Earlier we have read that Hanuman had easily lifted Laxman and brought 
him to Lord Ram when he was shot and made unconscious by Meghanad—apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 55. 

There we have read that Meghanad too had tried his best to lift Laxman but 
failed—apropos: Doha no. 54. 

An elaborate note has been appended to these verses to explain how and why 
Hanuman was able to lift Laxman when all others had failed. 

We will briefly site here a simple example of ordinary life to explain how it 
was made possible. Suppose a green leaf of a tree is plucked off its branch by some 
miscreant; the leaf would obviously fall on the ground below. It wouldn’t move on its 
own, but suppose again that a strong wind starts blowing. What will happen? The 
wind would easily lift the leaf, bear it along or carry it aloft to a certain point, and 
then drop it there. Now, a sudden force in the wind is needed to actually lift the leaf 
from the ground; mild or soft breeze wouldn’t lift it. 

This example explains what might have happened on the battle-field of Lanka. 
Hanuman, as is well known and documented, was the ‘son of the wind god’; he 
inherited the genes, and consequently the abilities and qualities of the ‘wind god’. 
Added to this factor was another: since Lord Ram and his brother were fighting this 
war on behalf of the gods, and on their behest, it was obligatory for the gods to help 
them in the best way they could; they were morally duty-bound to do it. So therefore, 
when the time came to help Lord Ram by removing Laxman from the dangers of the 
battle-field, the “wind god’ decided to do his bit by aiding his son Hanuman in lifting 
Laxman and taking him out of harms way, which meant bringing him to Lord Ram. 

So be it. But then, why couldn’t Ravana not move Laxman even a fraction of a 
millimeter from the ground where he was lying inspite of the well-known fact that he 
had successfully lifted the mighty Kailash mountain, the abode of Lord Shiva, when 
he laid siege on it and decided to bring it to Lanka along with its Patron Lord, Shiva— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 25; (ii) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 29. 
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The answer is this: Ravana had an extremely gross nature; he was very sinful 
and evil and full of vices in his body, and so therefore he represented more closely the 
‘earth element’, which is the grossest and the most heavy of the five elements of 
creation, which incidentally are the sky, wind, fire, water and earth elements in 
ascending order of grossness. In sharp contrast with the nature of Ravana was 
Hanuman, for he stood for the ‘subtler and lighter forces of creation represented by 
the wind element’. So therefore, since Ravana himself was ‘gross and heavy as lead’, 
and consequently symbolized the nature of the ‘earth’ which itself is heavy and gross, 
he differed remarkably from the nature of Hanuman who symbolized the ‘subtle and 
lighter forces of creation represented by the wind element’. 

To wit, Ravana was an image of the ‘heavy and gross earth element’, while 
Hanuman was an image of the ‘subtler and lighter wind element’. 

Heavy things go down; lighter things move up. If we put a ball of lead in 
water, it will sink; but if we put a balloon filled with air on the same water, it will 
float on the surface; won’t it? 

This observation answers our question on its own accord: Ravana, being gross 
and heavy as the earth element, could not lift Laxman because here Laxman’s own 
weight was added to the mighty weight of the earth which he carried on his head in 
his primary form as Lord Seshnath, the celestial Serpent—apropos: Chanda line nos. 
3-4 that precede Doha no. 83 herein above. 

On the other hand was Hanuman; he had the qualities of the wind element 
which is an invisible stupendous force of creation, strong enough to be able to easily 
uproot large trees, and make even the mighty ocean heave and rise in the form of 
gigantic waves, many meters high, that move forward in the form of a high wall that 
moves fast and furious with devastating force, when it is whipped up by the force of a 
fierce storm, so much so that it can topple huge ships and lay to ruin vast coastal areas 
where it makes landfall. What is a humble leaf lying on the ground before the might 
of this wind force? To wit, when Hanuman employed his inherent force of the power 
of the wind element, lifting Laxman was only like a child’s play; like a child lifting a 
leaf from the ground and taking it somewhere. 

Come to think of it; anything that is gross like the earth element is visible also 
like the earth in its physical form as we know it, but anything that is subtle and light 
like the wind element remains invisible to us like our own breath or the air that 
surrounds us. So therefore, we can see or visualize Ravana flexing his muscles, biting 
his teeth, sweating and fretting and fuming and cursing and calling names as he 
physically applies all the might of his twenty strong arms in an attempt to lift Laxman, 
but we have no such account for Hanuman! It is because Ravana’s efforts were visible 
to us as he was a gross person, while Hanuman’s efforts remained invisible as his was 
a subtler and sublime presence, a persona that transcended the grossness of this 
physical world. 

We must remember in this context that Hanuman was able to lift the mighty 
mountain containing the medicinal herbs needed to revive Laxman when he had 
fainted earlier, and held it aloft on his hands as he cruised all the way across the night 
sky for thousands of miles from the northern Himalayas to the battle-field of Lanka— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha 
no. 58. If he could do that, there is no wonder he could lift Laxman as well, because 
he had the technical skill and the acumen needed to perform this feat, something 
others didn’t have. 

Besides this incident, Hanuman had also streaked across the sky over the 
ocean like an arrow while coming to and going back from Lanka when he had been 
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sent to search for Sita— apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 
8 that precedes Doha no. 1. 


*Ravana was confounded because he couldn’t see deeper into the truth. It is because 
of the effects of ‘Maya’, the Supreme Lord’s power to create delusions that 
overwhelmed him and clouded his wisdom. It was because his time was up; ‘death’ 
was coming closer to him, and its dark shadow had engulfed his intellect and 
discretion like the creeping shadow that precedes total lunar or solar eclipse. 


*See note appended to verse no. 7 herein below. ] 


Od et Sis Fos HAT E TT A Gena Hee I 9 Ui 
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sunata bacana uthi baitha krpala. ga'i gagana so sakati karala. 7. 
puni kōdanda bana gahi dhā'ē. ripu sanmukha ati ātura ā'ē. 8. 


No sooner did the merciful Laxman heard Lord Ram’s pleas, then he sat up, as if 
nothing at all had happened to him’. Meanwhile, the deadly ‘Shakti’, i.e. the powerful 
energized weapon that Ravana had used to strike Laxman with, went back to the 
heavens’. (7) 


Thence, Laxman grabbed a formidable bow called ‘Kodanda’’ and its compatible 
arrows, and rushed once again very eagerly to face the enemy in the battle-field. (8) 


[Note—'When Laxman was made unconscious the last time during his battle with 
Meghanad, we have read that he was revived with the help of certain medicinal herbs 
that grew on a mountain brought by Hanuman from the higher reaches of the 
Himalayas. Now, once the usefulness of these herbs was proved, it can be reasonably 
and logically assumed that Lord Ram and his wise ministers had kept the rest of the 
herbs safely for any future use, because they couldn’t take any further risks while a 
bloody and deadly war was raging. 

So this time around, these herbs came in handy to them; for as soon as 
Laxman was brought in, he was immediately administered the potion that had revived 
him earlier. Wonderful war strategy indeed it was; any commander of an army will 
instinctively do the same thing even today. 


“And what about this ‘Shakti’ going to the heaven? Well, here heaven actually means 
the ‘sky’. It implies that the shaft that had entered Laxman’s body was pulled out by 
either Lord Ram himself or any one of his ministers, who immediately ‘flung it off so 
violently that it appeared to fly away into the sky’. Meanwhile, the medicinal herb 
was applied to Laxman’s wound, and its action was so rapid that he recovered very 
quickly. In ancient times when no modern medicines and healing technology were 
available, but the most ferocious of wars were fought nevertheless, surely some 
ancient method of healing the wounded soldiers were known to the commanders of 
great armies which helped them to get the wounded soldiers back on their feet fast. 

To recall an example from classical literature, we read in ‘Don Quixote’ by 
Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, in its chapter no. iii, book 2, that when the knight- 
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errant named Don Quixote was once seriously injured in his ears during one of his 
many misadventures, wherein one of his ears was just short of being ripped off his 
body, and he managed to escape with just a deep gash which was bleeding and 
paining extremely, the nomadic goatherds with whom had been discoursing on some 
subject and to whom he complained about his misery, came to his aid; they crushed 
some leaves of the rosemary plant, mixed some salt in the paste, and bandaged the 
injured part of the ear with this concoction. It had a rapid healing effect, and our brave 
knight-errant found immediate relief. 

Well, let’s come back to the story. We have read that this weapon was known 
as Brahma Shakti; so it went to its original owner, i.e. to the creator Brahma. This is 
why it is said here that it went to the ‘heaven’. 


`The Kodanda Bow is the special bow belonging to Lord Ram, and it was used 
sparingly during the war; it was the one which was used to slay Ravana. It was 
different from other bows, for it had some special virtues unique to it. It was crafted 
by with the specific purpose of eliminating the scourge of the evil forces of Nature 
symbolized by Ravana and his vile demon compatriots. ] 


Bo, steak fasts cies aa ala apa feral g | 
Prat ent cache facet at Ga seat Fear 2 N 
Tet TAT A Ta aes Ta Crea Ct WAT I 3 | 
THA Sey Vara St NNT Wy ALAR S Ta N %1 


chanda. 


atura bahori bibhanji syandana suta hati byakula kiyo. 1. 

giryo dharani dasakandhara bikalatara bana sata bédhyo hiyo. 2. 
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raghubira bandhu pratapa punja bahori prabhu carananhi nayo. 4. 


Laxman went back hastily, and with renewed fury, to face Ravana once again in the 
battle-field. He shot a volley of fierce arrows that broke Ravana’s second chariot! into 
splinters, killed his charioteer, and made the demon warlord extremely exasperated. 
(Chanda line no. 1) 


He (Laxman) pierced Ravana’s chest with a hundred arrows shot simultaneously; 
they had a devastating effect on Ravana, making him totter and swoon, and fall down 
on the ground in great agitation. (Chanda line no. 2) 


In the meantime, another charioteer, who was waiting with a spare chariot’, 
immediately picked up the fallen Ravana and scampered away with great haste, taking 
him back to the fort of Lanka. (Chanda line no. 3) 


After having chased back the enemy and avenging himself, Lord Ram’s valorous 
brother (Laxman) came back to the Lord. (Chanda line no. 4) 
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[Note—'Laxman had broken Ravana’s first chariot and killed its charioteer before he 
was shot and made unconscious by the demon king—apropos: Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 83 herein above. 

Meanwhile, during the intervening time, while Hanuman had taken Laxman to 
Lord Ram and then Laxman had come back to the battle-field to face Ravana once 
again after regaining his senses, Ravana called in another chariot that was kept in 
reserve, as a stand-by. It was this new chariot, the second one, that Laxman broke 
now. 


*This was the ‘3™ chariot’ used by Ravana that we come across. The demon king kept 
many war chariots in reserve during battles so that he can quickly switch from one to 
another should any emergency arise. ] 


do. Ser carat wht at at aT He A 
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uham dasanana jagi kari karai lāga kachu jagya. 
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There, inside Lanka, when the ten-headed Ravana regained his consciousness after 
some time, he started doing some kind of fire sacrifice! that would enable (or 
empower) him to win the war against Lord Ram. 

Indeed and in all sooth, he was truly an ignorant and dumb-witted fellow, 
whose mind was pervert and heart wicked, that he even imagined he would gain 
victory in a war by antagonizing Lord Ram, by standing as the Lord’s enemy with the 
hope of defeating the Supreme Lord of the world’. (Doha no. 84) 


[Note—'This is the second time we come across performance of a fire sacrifice by the 
demon clan during the course of the war. Earlier it was Meghanad who did it— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha 
no. 75. 

In both these cases, i.e. in the case of Meghanad earlier and of Ravana now, 
the fire sacrifices were done during the night, at the end of the day’s battle. 

The light of the fire lit for the purpose of the sacrifice lighted up the night sky. 
It was a tell-tale sign that would warn Vibhishan that a fire sacrifice was being 
undertaken by Ravana in Lanka. We shall read in the following verse that Vibhishan 
came to know about the developments and went to warn Lord Ram about it. 


*This marked the end of the 6"" day of the war.] 
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iham bibhisana saba sudhi pa'l. sapadi ja'i raghupatihi sunā'. 1. 
natha kara'i ravana ēka jaga. sid'dha bha'ēnř nahirh marihi abhaga. 2. 
pathavahu natha bēgi bhata bandara. karahim bidhansa ava dasakandhara. 3. 


In the meantime, Vibhishan learnt everything about the developments in Lanka (i.e. 
he got to know that Ravana was engaged in doing a fire sacrifice to gain victory in the 
war)’. So he immediately rushed and told all about it to Lord Ram”. (1) 


Vibhishan said: ‘Oh Lord; Ravana is doing a fire sacrifice. If that unfortunate fellow 
completes it successfully, then he would become invincible, and it will not be possible 
to kill him any longer. (2) 


So therefore oh Lord, it has become imperative (for us) to send monkey and bear 
warriors to interrupt it. They must go forthwith and disrupt the sacrifice so that 
Ravana would be provoked and forced to come here (in the battle-field) before he 
manages to complete it successfully and gain invincibility.*’ (3) 


[Note—'How did Vibhishan come to know what Ravana was doing inside his fort? 
There are two possibilities: One, some spy had informed Vibhishan about it, who was 
also keeping him abreast of everything that was happening inside the fort. And two, as 
soon as the sacrificial fire was lit, its flames lighted the night firmament above, and it 
was a tell-tale sign which led Vibhishan to conclude that Ravana was performing a 
great fire sacrifice. We must remember that Vibhishan was Ravana’s brother, and so 
he was well acquainted with family practices and his elder brother’s habits, and the 
rituals he was likely to perform when faced with emergencies. 


“Earlier too, when Meghanad had done a similar fire sacrifice, Vibhishan had rushed 
to tell Lord Ram about it, and warn him that if he succeeded in finishing it, then he 
would become invincible—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 75. 


*Remarkable indeed! It ought to be noted that the initiative to disrupt the fire sacrifice 
was taken by Vibhishan, and not Lord Ram. Here it is clear that Vibhishan had 
expressly requested that troops be dispatched to prevent the completion of the 
sacrifice. This made it obligatory for Lord Ram to heed this advice, because 
Vibhishan was a trusted military advisor, a close confidential aide and the strategist of 
the Lord during this campaign, and failing to listen to him, and then if the war was 
lost, the entire blame would lie squarely on the Lord’s shoulders. 

Besides this, the Lord was employing the ancient wisdom of paying back a 
wicked fellow with the sort of money with which he does his own business; or rather, 
to give him the taste of his own medicine. Demons were known to defile and destroy 
fire sacrifices of sages, and so now it was high time to repay them and giving them the 
same remedy by destroying their own sacrifices. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede Doha no. 181; and Chanda line nos. 1-2 that 
precede Doha no. 183.} 

In sage Veda Vyas’ epic ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’, Lanka Kand, Canto 10, verse 
nos. 4-16, it is clearly mentioned that Ravana was advised by his guru Sukracharya 
that he should do a particular kind of fire sacrifice in some secret place. His guru also 
told him the secret of how to do it and the Mantras to be employed. This ritual, if 
completed successfully, would provide him with certain war paraphernalia, such as a 
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chariot, horses, bows, arrows, quiver etc., which would make him invincible in the 
war. So Ravana retired to his palace and got a deep underground cavern made for this 
purpose. But unfortunately for him, a huge plume of smoke emanating from the fire 
sacrifice rose and went up high in the sky; it also contained the aroma of the various 
herbs that were used for the sacrifice. Vibhishan had spotted this smoke and also 
smelled the smell of herbs, most probably because the smoke wafted towards the 
camp of Lord Ram by the force of the breeze that was blowing in that direction. 

So Vibhishan immediately became alert; he came to the conclusion that the 
only cause of this smoke and its aromatic smell was that Ravana was doing some sort 
of fire sacrifice, and there could be no other reason for him doing it in the middle of 
night other than gaining victory in the war. ] 
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As soon as it was dawn, Lord Ram sent agile and valiant warriors such as Hanuman, 
Angad etc. to accomplish this task’. All of them dashed forward to Lanka with great 
haste. (4) 


The monkeys leapt over the walls of the fort of Lanka’ very easily, and then fearlessly 
entered the palace of Ravana. (5) 


When they found him doing the fire sacrifice, they lost their cool and became 
excessively furious and wild with anger. (6) 


[Note—'Throughout the war we will observe that it were Angad and Hanuman who 
had led the assault from the front. Other great warriors, such as Nala, Neela, Dwivid, 
Jamvant etc. had their own roles to play and had accompanied them, but the main 
pillars on which the success of the war rested were undoubtedly Angad and Hanuman. 
Lord Ram was acquainted with their exceptional abilities, stupendous valour and 
phenomenal strength, and so he would always summon them first and ask them to 
lead each phase of the assault. 

A question arises in one’s mind that was it good for Lord Ram to order the 
destruction of a fire sacrifice? Well, though apparently this ordering of destruction of 
a fire sacrifice was not a good act for Lord Ram to do, as he was an upholder of 
righteousness and supporter of good deeds, but we must remember that he was 
fighting a war with a cunning and vicious enemy who would go to any length to 
defeat his opponent; and times of wars have different set of rules as compared to 
peaceful times. Besides this, the Lord wished to give a message that a thorn has to be 
plucked out by another thorn or a needle if the whole body is to be prevented from 
developing gangrene; it was a literal tit-for-tat for the demons who had been 
relentlessly defiling fire sacrifices of sages. 
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If mercy was shown on the demons in this final stage when the objective of 
Lord Vishnu to come down to earth as Lord Ram was about to be fulfilled, then all 
efforts would be wasted. To wit, if Ravana was allowed to survive, which he surely 
would if he successfully completed the fire sacrifice, then the sufferings he had 
caused to the world and the horrors he had perpetrated, would continue unabated. He 
would become all the more brazen and reckless; sins and evil deeds would multiply, 
and all things under the banner of ‘Dharma’, such as the virtues of goodness and 
righteousness, would become the casualty. 

If this was allowed to happen then Lord Ram, who was the Supreme Being, 
would fail in his duty in upholding the tenets of Dharma and protecting the humble 
creatures of his own creation who were being mercilessly tormented and made to 
suffer interminably by the demons. So such niceties as avoiding the destruction of a 
fire sacrifice on the grounds of high moral and scrupulous were not the need of the 
hour, especially in the context of what was already happening and what would happen 
in the world if Ravana survived. 

Lord Ram also wished to make Ravana and Meghnad, both of whose fire 
sacrifices were ordered to be destroyed, have a taste of their own medicine. They were 
used to defiling the fire sacrifices of sages, hermits and seers, so let them feel how bad 
they must have felt. 

It also shows that when all means to avoid confrontation were exhausted, 
when the wicked, the pervert, the rascal and the unrighteous evil fellows who were 
embodiments of every imaginable forms of sin and evil, would not see reason and 
mend their ways, then for the larger good of the world, in the larger interest of 
restoring order and peace in this world, the Lord had no other alternative but to 
administer a bitter medicine to the demons to which they were so accustomed. Drastic 
situations need equally drastic remedies, for oftentimes it does become imperative to 
use harsh methods for the larger interest of the society and humanity. If the carrot 
doesn't work, the stick has to be oftentimes used. 

If the Lord shows mercy and compassion—which is actually his habit and 
wont—then multitudes suffer due to the wickedness of a handful of persons. It is 
better to sacrifice them and salvage the boat of peaceful and harmonious existence 
rather than pretending to be righteous and let the humanity suffer. Being a King and 
Lord of the universe and a caretaker of its inhabitants, it was morally bound on Sri 
Ram to protect his suffering subjects from the cruelty and tyranny unleashed by 
Ravana and his kith and kin. 

So the ordering of the destruction of Ravana’s fire sacrifice should be seen in 
this context. 


*All the gates of the fort of Lanka were closed. So it became necessary for Angad and 
Hanuman to take a giant leap and enter the city forthwith, as no time could be wasted 
in stopping Ravana from completing the sacrifice. In Adhyatma Ramayan, a similar 
thing is described in its Lanka Kand, Canto 10, verse nos. 16-20. 

Even if the gates were not closed, it would be a waste of crucial time and 
sapping of vital energy trying to engage with the demon army stationed to protect the 
fort. Angad and Hanuman were tasked with destroying the fire sacrifice, and not 
clashing with and decimating the enemy army. | 
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They scornfully teased Ravana by saying, ‘Oh you shameless and cowardly fellow. 
You ran away from the battle-field, and came here to pretend to be doing meditation 
like a heron.” (7) 


Saying this, Angad kicked him (Ravana) viciously. But the wicked fellow paid no 
attention to it as his mind was preoccupied with other things’. (8) 


[Note—'This metaphor of the heron is used for a person who is very pretentious, 
deceitful, and full of falsehood, who pretends to be a harmless, nice and holy person 
to mislead other from his true intention, for he is the most wicked creature one may 
come across. 

This bird stands in water on one leg and bent neck, appearing to be engaged in 
silent meditation. But its attention is fixed on any fish that may come within its range, 
for then it would swiftly pick it up from water with its long beak and gobble it up, 
only to resume its meditative, saintly and holy posture the next moment. 

Here the monkeys mean that Ravana was a coward who ran away from battle, 
but now he pretends to be a holy man engaged in his religious pursuit. Is this his true 
character; is he really a holy man doing a fire sacrifice? Well, if it was so then they 
would never dare ruin his fire sacrifice, but the truth is that he is a crook who is 
assuming this posture with the evil intention of acquiring powers that would enable 
him to wreak havoc, to unleash the fire of hell on his enemy, the monkeys and bears 
as well as their Lord Ram and his close advisors. So this being the case, surely there is 
no harm in disrupting his fire sacrifice. 

This observation makes it clear why the monkey troops were not accused of 
committing a sinful act by destroying the sacrifice of Ravana: for it was being done 
with evil intentions. Compared to this, the destruction of the fire sacrifices of sages by 
the demons was a sinful act as their sacrifices were a part of their religious duties and 
spiritual practices that had no evil component in it; they weren’t aimed against 
anybody. 


*Credit must be given to Ravana at least for once in this regard, that when he was 
engaged in doing the fire sacrifice, all his attention was focused on it as it rightly 
ought to be. He was immune to everything else; external stimuli did not affect him at 
all, nor was he disturbed by them, for his inner-self was deeply immersed in 
meditating on the deity to whom he was offering this sacrifice and his physical body 
was as good as dead and numb. 

Even if we do not accept this argument and say that Ravana was fully 
conscious of his surroundings, then at least one thing is sure: as soon as a noisy 
raucous was created by the invading monkeys, Ravana immediately realized why they 
had come, which was to disrupt his sacrifice. So he mentally geared himself up to 
defeat their design by not allowing himself to be disturbed and get provoked by 
anything they do. 

Hence, when Angad kicked him violently, Ravana maintained his cool.] 


4312 


do, aR aa wa ak aro aft ais cat MSs A | g 1 
aR cha aft fan agt astra Tenet N R M 
AT ISS GPK paia GA We AAT AAT SRE | 3 1 
Ue ata aire facta pa we aha na Ag ETE N X II 


chanda. 


nahim citava jaba kari kōpa kapi gahi dasana latanha marahim. 1. 
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When he (Ravana) did not open his eyes (i.e. when he remained calm and continued 
with his fire sacrifice, neglecting all insinuating words and provocative actions of 
Angad who had kicked him and called him a coward and a pretentious crook), all the 
monkeys who had come to disrupt his sacrifice attacked him all at once; some biting 
him with their teeth and others kicking him violently. (Chanda line no. 1) 


They went on the rampage; some entered his palace and dragged his women (i.e. the 
female members of Ravana’s royal household) out into the open by pulling them by 
their hairs, as a result of which they wailed in terror and screamed in abject fear (of 
being dishonoured and seriously injured)'. (Chanda line no. 2) 


It was too much for Ravana to cope with (because never ever in his long life had he 
been subjected to this extreme low level of humiliation where his women would be 
dragged out of the palace by their hairs, wailing and crying helplessly, and subjected 
to such wild dishonour in his presence). 

So finally he lost his poise and got up in a huff. Bursting in the seam in 
surging anger, with all his restraint cracked beyond repair, he was a personified Kaal 
(Death) raging mad with vehemence and wrath. He reacted most violently and 
vengefully by quickly catching whosoever monkey warrior he could lay his hands by 
their legs, and dealing with all of these unfortunate victims most viciously, by 
throwing them away violently, felling some unconscious to the ground while 
thrashing and dashing others most brutally, and flicking some into the raging fire of 
the sacrificial pit (where they would char to death and roasted alive). (Chanda line no. 
3) 


During this time (while he was engaged in venting his anger on those monkeys who 
had dragged out his women), the other monkey warriors destroyed his fire sacrifice”. 
When Ravana finally took notice of it, he was extremely dismayed and completely 
devastated, for now he lost all hopes of winning this war’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'The monkeys were representing Lord Ram. It therefore implies that what 
they did had an indirect approval or tacit support of the Lord, for the Lord had never 
scolded them for doing such nasty things as dragging out women from inside their 
private chambers by pulling at their hairs. What does it mean? The Lord wanted to tell 
Ravana, albeit silently, that it is his punishment for what he had done with the women 
folk of others—for it is documented in ancient histories related to him that when he 
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attacked the gods and other great rulers, he would grab their women and bring them as 
mistresses of his household—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 182- 
b. 

One such instance of Ravana’s pervert and lascivious nature is right before 
us—the abduction of Sita, the wife of Lord Ram, which, as we are well acquainted 
with by now, was the reason why this epic war erupted—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 25; and (11) Doha no. 28. 


“Once again, this was exactly what Ravana himself had ordered his demons to do—to 
destroy the fire sacrifices of sages and kill them, and was now being paid in his own 
coin—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, (i) Doha no. 181 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede it; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 2-5 that precede Doha no. 
206; and (iii) Chaupai line nos. 8-10 that precede Doha no. 207; and (b) Aranya Kand, 
Doha no. 9 along with Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede it. 


Ravana had pinned his hopes of victory in the war on the successful completion of 
his fire sacrifice. With this sacrifice in ruins, all hopes were lost; he felt himself 
sinking and weak in his knees. Now he was sure that the end was near; that the game 
was up for him. As it is said that when a person becomes very desperate and loses all 
hopes of recovery from his misfortunes, he becomes a very frustrated and dangerous 
man, like an injured lion or tiger, and if this person is in command of anything with 
which he can vent his anger on him who he believes has been the cause of his fall and 
misfortunes, then all hell breaks lose. Knowing now that death was a forgone 
conclusion for him, Ravana pulled out all stops and went berserk in anger. 

So we shall discover now when we read on with this most fascinating 
narration of this equally fascinating Story, that the last phase of the war was the most 
vicious and brutal of all; it was a terrifying war fought with the extreme viciousness 
and hair-raising horror imaginable; a war the like of which was never again fought on 
earth. 

Imagine the mismatch between the two great warring armies: on one side were 
ferocious giants, the vicious demons, armed to the teeth with the best of weapons and 
war paraphernalia in vogue at that point of time in history, and on the other side were 
the humble creatures known as monkeys and bears, who are regarded as primitive 
creatures low down in the ladder of evolution, who had nothing worth the name to be 
called as proper weapons of war, except their own teeth and the strength of their 
muscular arms, or the access to primitive attack weapons provided by mother Nature 
herself, such as trees, rocks and boulders! With these primitive tools at their disposal, 
the monkeys and bears succeeded in conquering the mightiest empire on earth at that 
time—the Demon Empire ruled by Ravana, an empire that stretched its sway and 
tentacles from the high heavens where the almighty Gods lived, right up to the nether 
world where other powerful Spirits ruled, those who had no less importance and no 
less powers than the Gods of heaven, with the poor earth with its humble creatures, 
including the human race and the animals, lying somewhere in between! 

All these things point to one obvious reason: it is that this victory of the 
monkeys and bears was made possible only by the grace and blessings of Lord Ram, 
the Supreme Being himself personified in the Lord’s physical form, and there was no 
other reason. ] 
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jagya bidhansi kusala kapi a'é raghupati pasa. 
calé'u nisacara krud'dha ho'i tyagi jivana kai asa. 85. 


After destroying Ravana’s sacrifice successfully, the monkeys came back to Lord 
Ram. Meanwhile, the demon king (Ravana) lost all hopes of either attaining victory or 
surviving this war alive, and so he departed for the battle-field boiling over with rage 
and mad with vengefulness'. (Doha no. 85) 


[Note—'Ravana now decided that there is no looking back for him, that there was no 
hope for him to retrieve his lost glory and fame. He had lived a proud life as an 
invincible conqueror who had vanquished even the mighty gods by the valour of his 
strong arms. Now faced with the horrifying prospect of defeat and its attendent 
ignominy and humiliation, which was by now magnified manifold times by his 
inability to protect the honour and dignity of his own women folk who were pulled 
out unceremoniously from their palace by the monkey troops and ridiculed publicly, 
coupled by the infamy attached to the earlier deaths of his mighty son Meghanad and 
equally mighty brother Kumbhakaran, Ravana by now had turned into a mad and 
fanatic killer, who wots no boundaries and transcends all limits in his determination to 
unleash his fiery fury, like an erupting volcano spewing out molten lava or a ferocious 
dragon out to annihilate the world by breathing fire and brimstone, upon those whom 
he thinks are the cause of his fall from grace and loss of fortunes. 

In this mental state of excessive aggressiveness and frustration, where he lost 
all hopes of living, and was therefore turned into a ferocious messenger of death and 
destruction, Ravana left the fort of Lanka and plunged head-on into the battle. He was 
determined now onwards to fight like a mad bull that is gravely injured, resolved to 
obliterate anything that stood in his way in the battle-field.] 
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No sooner had Ravana left the fort for the battle-field, than all sorts of ill omens of the 
worst kind, portending calamities and horrors of destruction without forbearance, 
commenced to reveal themselves. For instance, vultures (that are harbingers of death 
as they feed on dead bodies and rotting corpses) came in droves to alight on his head 
and then fly away. (1) 


But he was so tightly under the grip of Death and entangled firmly by its deadly 
tentacles that he won’t listen to anything sane or to anybody whosoever he might be 
(as he had become excessively stubborn, exceptionally furious with anger, and filled 
with burning desire for revenge that engulfed his entire being). 
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He declared an all-out war with no holds barred, and asked war trumpets to be 
sounded with full vigour, in high decibel. (2) 


[Note—'Having decided that for aught he saw there was no other future left for him 
but death, Ravana cared no more for his own life, nor for what would befall upon 
anyone else. 

So, without waiting or caring to weigh his options any longer, he ordered the 
war trumpets to be sounded with full vigour, screwed his face menacingly in a grisly 
sign of unleashing his nasty vengeance upon his enemy, he immediately sallied out of 
the fort of Lanka, mad and furious with anger and raging wrath. 

He didn’t even bother whether his demon warriors followed him or not, for let 
us remember he had declared earlier that he relied on no body but the valour and 
might of his own arms when he had first decided to pick up the cudgel of animosity 
with Lord Ram, and so he would prove it in this war once the enemy has come 
directly to challenge him for a duel—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 78.] 
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The huge and formidable army of the demon race sallied out of the fort and headed 
for the battle-field. It had countless war elephants, chariots, foot soldiers (infantry) as 
well as those mounted on horses (cavalry)'. (3) 


These wicked and dumb-witted fellows rushed towards Lord Ram (and his army) just 
like insects fly towards a flame to meet their death. (4) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 79 where it is said that the demon army had four wings—implying foot 
soldiers or infantry, horse-riding soldiers or the cavalry, those who rode war elephants 
or the warrior mahouts, and those who used war chariots, which in modern parlance 
we call the ‘mechanized division’. ] 
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Meanwhile, on this side (i.e. on the side of the battle-field where Lord Ram and his 
army were assembled) the gods (who had collected in the heaven to watch the 
proceedings on the ground) prayed fervently to Lord Ram, pleading with the Lord: 
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‘Oh Lord. This fellow (Ravana) had inflicted uncountable horrors and miseries upon 
us. (5) 


So therefore oh Lord, don’t play hide and seek with him for long, and get rid of him 
soon, for Sita (also known as Vaidehi) is getting very upset and feeling highly 
miserable as she is tormented with the uncertainty of fate that prevails in the war with 
the passage of each day.” (6) 


[Note—'The gods were correct in this, for we shall soon read about it directly while 
narrating the conversation that Sita had with Trijata, the pious old demoness 
appointed by Ravana to guard her, and who had become very friendly and 
sympathetic to her during her captivity in Lanka—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 99—to Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 100. 

Here we note two things—The first is that the gods are reminding Lord Ram 
the primary reason why Lord Vishnu had come down to earth from heaven in the 
Lord’s form when the gods had prayed to him for deliverance from the terror 
unleashed by Ravana and his cruel demon race—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 184—to Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 187. 

And two, the gods are reminding the Lord about what Hanuman had said when 
he came back from Lanka with Sita’s report, hearing which the Lord decided not to 
waste any more time but launch a campaign to free her—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 30—to Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 32; and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha no. 34, 
which is very explicit on this subject. 

So, when the gods observed that the war was dragging on and on without any 
end in sight, they were worried, and decided to remind Lord Ram to hurry up and 
bring it to an end.] 
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When Lord Ram heard the words of the gods, he smiled' and got up to get ready for 
the final phase of the war. He took up his arrows (as well as the bow) to put them in 
order, and make them ready for use. (7) 


He also wound the long hairs on his head tightly into a coil, and looked so charming 
in this form as flowers were also tucked in between the layers of this coil to form a 
wreath on his head (as a symbolic token of victory)’. (8) 


[Note—'Why did the Lord smile? There are several reasons. He smiled because the 
gods want him to do everything for them, but they do not even have the basic courtesy 
and common sense of extending some help to him on their part. Don’t they know that 
the Lord is on foot while his enemy Ravana is riding a war chariot? Couldn’t the gods 
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arrange a chariot for the Lord; couldn’t Indra, the king of gods, send his own chariot 
to help Lord Ram? Well, the Lord smiled at the selfishness of the gods: for they want 
the Lord to do everything for them, and they not considering any simple way of 
helping him to help them. The Lord smiled in amusement, thinking to himself that he 
would fulfill his obligations irrespective of how the gods are. 

He also smiled that the gods have started getting nervous; they have begin to 
doubt about the outcome of this war, inspite of being aware that once Lord Vishnu 
had promised them to eliminate the scourge of the demons he would not fail his 
words. But everything is done at the proper time, and that proper time regarding the 
hour of Ravana’s physical death had not arrived as yet. 

The Lord smiled as he was waiting for the gods to make another fervent plea 
for protection and deliverance from the fear of Ravana, lest they should forget the 
Lord’s obligation upon them and say later on that Ravana died on his own accord 
when his lifespan had ended. Or, the God of Death, the ‘Kaal’, may boast that it was 
he who had killed Ravana, and Lord Ram had no role in it. Lord Ram was aware of 
the selfish nature of the gods. Were the gods really ‘selfish’? Yes indeed they were, 
and it is clearly reiterated in Ram Charit Manas, (i) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 
that precedes Doha no. 295; and (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 110. 

Another reason for the Lord smiling is that these gods were so clever that they 
have cited Sita’s miseries as the main reason for asking Lord Ram to hurry up in 
ending the war, instead of acknowledging that they themselves are dying of fear with 
the passage of each day. 


*The flowers and leaves intertwined in the matted hairs of Lord Ram look odd in the 
background of the fierce war underway in the bloody fields of Lanka. But it indicates 
two things: One, that the Lord was complete at ease and confident, even finding time 
to groom himself properly in anticipation of certain victory. And two, the wreath on 
his head was a clear signal to the gods that they need not worry as the victory was 
now a certainty, for only a victorious warrior becomes entitled to wear the wreath 
symbolizing conquest on his head. ] 
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The Lord’s reddened eyes (as they were angry; or it may also mean ‘eyes that were 
like a lotus flower with a pink shade) and his dark complexion looked majestic and 
charming; they were so fascinating to behold that this sight gave unbound pleasure to 
everyone in this world who had the good fortune to observe it at that time (and to 
everyone else in this world who can close his eye and have this divine view revealed 
on the canvas of his mind). (9) 


The Lord had the quiver tied firmly around his waist with the help of the waist-cloth 
that was girdled tightly around the middle part of his body. He also held the 
formidable bow called Kodanda' as well as powerful arrows in his two hands. (10) 
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[Note—'This ‘Kodanda’ bow was used sparingly during the war, at only crucial 
points. This bow was the one which was used by Lord Ram to fulfil his promise made 
to the gods and mother earth in his original form as Lord Vishnu that he would 
remove the cause of their fears and miseries by getting rid of the cruel demon race led 
by its king Ravana. Therefore, the Bow was called ‘Sarang’ when it was held by Lord 
Vishnu, and when held by Lord Ram, an incarnation of Vishnu, it came to be known 
as ‘Kodanda’. 

A very remarkable thing has happened here, and it is worth pausing a bit here 
to understand its significance. The bow which Lord Ram picks up now to kill Ravana 
is called ‘Kodanda’. Well, if we go back to the time when the Lord had married Sita 
by breaking the bow in Janakpur, that bow was also called ‘Kodanda’, and it belonged 
to Lord Shiva! This is explicitly mentioned in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) 
Doha no. 251; and (11) Chanda line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 261. 

So what does this mean? How can Lord Ram use a bow, named Kodanda, that 
he had himself broken long ago? Well, come to think of it—herein lie the great 
mystery about Lord Ram, about what he did in this world, about his actions that have 
been invariably described by the scriptures as being beyond comprehension and logic. 
On the one hand he had broken the Kodanda bow, and on the other hand he picks up 
the same Kodanda bow to eliminate Ravana. It is obviously difficult to reconcile these 
two opposite and apparently contradictory situations unless and until we understand 
that everything the Lord did here in this world was a play of his cosmic Maya—the 
supreme power vested with the Supreme Being to create fantastic delusions, magical 
mysteries and unexplainable illusions like a Great Charmer or Master Magician. 

To wit and in all sooth, he had neither broken Lord Shiva’s bow named 
Kodanda, nor had he ever insulted Shiva by doing it. The breaking of that bow then 
was merely a magical trick done by Lord Ram like any other magician would do on 
stage. For let us understand one thing: that if the Kodanda bow was actually broken at 
that time, how then can it be used by Lord Ram now in the battle-field of Lanka? 

Lord Ram had intended to use this Kodanda bow to slay Ravana later on, so he 
spread the spell of his magical charm called Maya much like a magician who would 
make his audience believe whatever he says, and literally have them eat out of his 
hands things that do not actually exist. So in effect, Lord Ram gave the impression 
that he had broken the Kodanda bow, but it is quite possible that it was given to him 
by King Janak as part of his marriage gift. Remember: Sita used to clean and pay 
homage to this bow when she was a child. So she loved it, and would not have parted 
with it after her marriage. Hence, she brought it with her to Ayodhya as part of her 
personal belongings. 

At the time of going to the forest, Lord Ram carried it along, with his other 
bow called the Sarang. The world thought that since it was a “broken bow’, broken 
into two pieces, it was harmless. No one knew the reality—that it was merely made to 
appear like that, and would be the fatal bow that would one day do Ravana in one day. 

This is evidently the reason why Lord Shiva had never felt offended when it 
was declared that Lord Ram had ‘broken his bow’. Lord Shiva merely smiled and 
kept quiet to keep the secret, to prevent Ravana from being aware of the reality. 

Such are indeed the mysterious and mystical ways of the Supreme Being; and 
how foolish would it be for ordinary human beings who have limited knowledge, and 
that too limited to this mortal world, try to comprehend the play of the Lord who is 
the Master Puppeteer of this Creation. 
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Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 91. The term ‘Kodanda’ is used to indicate how fierce the Lord 
would be for those who try to disrupt peace and order in the Lord’s creation—because 
the term ‘Kodanda’ includes the word “Danda” which means punishment. ] 
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[In this verse, the beauteous and charming form of Lord Ram—who besides being the 
warrior fighting the demon race in a bloody war for the sake of the welfare and the 
well-being of humble creatures of this creation who were being subjected to endless 
merciless cruelty by the demons, was also at the same time the most merciful and 
compassionate Lord God of this creation who had no personal enemy and no personal 
grudge against anyone, for the Lord treated all the members of this creation equally— 
is being described. 

A reference to the virtues of beauty and charm in the midst of chaos and 
bloodshed so typical of a battle-field is to remind the reader not to be distracted from 
the truth by the illusion of mayhem and blood-letting that is created on the ground of 
Lanka, for though it appears that Lord Ram is very angry and vengeful, out to crush 
his mortal enemy for the sake of his wife, but it is merely a smokescreen to hide the 
reality—which is that, one, Lord Ram is protecting the rest of the creation by 
disciplining a few wayward members of the same creation who had gone astray from 
the path of Dharma and have become a nuisance for all others, and two, the Lord 
decided to use this war as an excuse to grant deliverance to the souls of all the demons 
who would have otherwise perished in hell for their life spent in evil deeds. 

To wit, though Lord Ram appears to be shooting arrows and ordering killing 
of the demons in a merciless war like the one of which the world had never witnessed, 
yet internally he was calm and poised and cheerful and happy as if nothing was 
happening, for otherwise his physical form would have surely betrayed his vehement 
nature and excess of cruelty and seething anger, but surely, if nothing else, it could 
never have been so peaceful, calm, charming and pleasant to behold; it would have 
been furious and fearful to look at, a form that is usually the norm with merciless 
conquerors who have no qualms in going berserk and killing, looting, burning and 
plundering wherever they set their foot. 

Remember: Lord Ram embodied in his physical form the virtues of charm and 
beauty that are invariably associated with Mother Nature; he was actually a visible 
representation of these eternal qualities of cosmic Nature which manifested 
themselves in all their finery and glory in the Lord’s form.] 
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There was a beautiful bow called Sarang' in the Lord’s hand; and at his waist was tied 
a quiver that had the mystical ability to supply an endless numbers of powerful arrows 
without exhausting its reserve. (Chanda line no. 1) 


The Lord’s arms were well-formed, robust and muscular; and on his broad chest was 
marked the footprints of sage Bhrigu, the Brahmin’. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Tulsidas (the primary author of this wonderful story of Ram Charit Manas) says that 
when Lord Ram was preparing himself for the battle-field (and the duel with Ravana 
that was to be fought there) by stringing and testing his bow and examining his arrows 
by holding them in his hands --- (Chanda line no. 3), 


--- There was a tremor throughout the world. The whole universe, including all the 
elephants that support it in different directions (i.e. the Diggajas)°, the legendary 
Tortoise (said to support the earth and its mountains on its back), Lord Seshnath (the 
legendary celestial Serpent also believed to hold the earth on his gigantic hood), the 
earth with all its mountains and oceans—all began to shake and tremble‘. (Chanda 
line no. 4) 


[Note—'As has been noted earlier, the ‘Sarang Bow’ is the one that belongs to Lord 
Vishnu. By citing it here, especially immediately after citing the “Kodanda Bow’ in 
the previous verse, it is being hinted that Lord Ram was no one else but Lord Vishnu, 
and now Lord Ram is assuming his original form of Lord Vishnu to fulfill his promise 
made to the gods and mother earth—that he would come down to earth as Lord Ram 
to eliminate the scourge of the demon race. 


*The story of the mark of footprints of sage Bhrigu on the chest of Lord Vishnu is 
briefly as follows. This particular sign is being alluded to here to reiterate that Lord 
Ram is Lord Vishnu himself, for this sign cannot be present on anybody else except 
Lord Vishnu. 

Sage Bhrigu once tested the Trinity Gods (Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva) and 
determined that Lord Vishnu is the best amongst them and alone deserves worship. 
This story in brief is as follows— 

Once all the sages had collected and decided to judge which of the Trinity 
Gods, i.e. Brahma the creator, Vishnu the sustainer, and Shiva the concluder, is the 
greatest. Sage Bhrigu was appointed to find it out. Bhrigu first went to Brahma and 
did not show any respect to him. This enraged Brahma, but somehow he managed to 
control himself. Then Bhrigu went to meet Shiva. Shiva came forward but Bhrigu did 
not want to meet him, accusing the Lord of following inauspicious way of life. This 
enraged Shiva who lifted his trident to kill Bhrigu. Then Parvati, the consort of Shiva, 
intervened and pacified him. 

Finally, Bhrigu went to Vishnu who was reclining in his divine abode known 
as Vaikuntha. Bhrigu got annoyed that Vishnu did not get up to welcome him, and so 
he kicked the Lord on his chest. Lord Vishnu woke up from his sleep, and instead of 
becoming angry at Bhrigu asked for his forgiveness as he was unaware that the 
Brahmin has arrived as he was asleep. Further, Vishnu showed Bhrigu great respect 
and said that instead of feeling insulted on being kicked on the chest, he is feeling 
honoured that a great sage had blessed him by touching his body with his august feet. 
This stunned Bhrigu; he was dumbfounded at the gracious and forgiving nature of 
Vishnu. But Vishnu’s consort Laxmi, the goddess of wealth and prosperity, was 
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extremely peeved, and she cursed the Brahmin that henceforth the entire Brahmin 
race will have to suffer because of lack of wealth and would be forced to beg for their 
sustenance. 

Lord Vishnu wears the mark made by the sage’s footprint on his chest as a 
token of respect that he has for learned Brahmins. 

Bhrigu came back and narrated the entire thing to the assembly of sages. They 
decided that indeed it was Lord Vishnu who was the greatest because he had 
conquered anger, the worst of all the negative qualities and the cause of all strife and 
destruction. Anger was to become the greatest of evils and vices in this world, and 
forgiveness as the greatest of virtues. 


`The Diggajas: There are said to be eight ‘Diggaj’ who support the earth from eight 
directions or corners. These Diggajs are believed to be strong and muscular 
‘elephants’ stationed at eight strategic points in eight directions of the earth to support 
it from rolling or toppling over. The word ‘Diggaj’ itself means anyone who is very 
strong and muscular. 

According to the Purans, these eight directions and their respective Diggajs are 
the following—(i) in the north, the Diggaj (elephant) is known as ‘Saarvabhoum’; (ii) 
in the north-east, the Diggaj is known as ‘Suprateek or Saptateek’; (iii) in the east, the 
Diggaj is known as ‘Airaawat’; (iv) in the south-east, the Diggaj is known as 
‘Pundareek’; (v) in the south, the Diggaj is known as ‘Vaaman’; (vi) in the south- 
west, the Diggaj is known as ‘Kumud’; (vil) in the west, the Diggaj is known as 
‘Anjan’; and (viii) in the north-west, the Diggaj is known as ‘Pushpa-danta’. 

However, according to Valmiki’s Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 40, verse nos. 
14, 18, 20 and 22, when king Sagar’s sons went to dig the earth in search of the horse 
of the sacrifice that had gone missing, they saw only four Diggajs as follows—(1) in 
the east they saw the Diggaj named ‘Virupaaksha’, (ii) in the south, the Diggaj named 
‘Maha-padma’, (iii) in the west, the Diggaj named ‘Saumnas’ (pronounced as 
Saw+um-+nus), and (iv) in the north, the Diggaj named ‘Bhadra’. 

These Diggajs are referred to in Tulsidas’ epic Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that preceded Doha no. 254 as well as Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precede Doha no. 260 in the context of Lord Ram breaking the bow. In the first 
instance, when Laxman became angry, these Diggajs shifted from the place out of 
fear, and in the second instance Laxman alerted them to be careful and hold the earth 
properly so that it does not topple over when Lord Ram prepared to lift and break 
Lord Shiva’s bow in order to marry Sita. 


“The same thing had happened when Lord Ram had broken the bow to marry Sita in 
Janakpur—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chanda line no. 1-2 that precede 
Doha no. 261.] 


alo. Arar cha ate at afè GAA sa | 
TT FT TS HOA Bla Tet WA TTT N 4G N 
doha. 


sobha dekhi harasi sura barasahim sumana apara. 
jaya jaya jaya karunanidhi chabi bala guna agara. 86. 
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Observing the exceptional charm and the bewitching beauteous form of Lord Ram, 
the gods were exhilarant; they showered countless flowers upon the Lord from the 
heaven. 

Overjoyed, they exclaimed repeatedly in unison: ‘Glory to the Lord who is an 
ocean of abounding compassion, mercy, kindness and grace, as well as a repository of 
immense charm and beauty’. (Doha no. 86) 


dio. VA dha aaran set | Harare stg sift SAT g M 
Afa aot Gaels ET | Ween oH ST OT ST UN 2 N 


caupa’. 


ehim bica nisacara ani. kasamasata ā' ati ghani. 1. 
dekhi calé sanmukha kapi bhatta. pralayakala kē janu ghana ghatta. 2. 


[After the brief lull in the storm, or we can say after the calm before the storm actually 
unfolds its full fury before finally dissipating itself, as marked by the brief pause 
herein above where we read about the gods appreciating the beautiful form of Lord 
Ram and showering flowers upon him from the sky, and Lord Ram smiling and 
calmly preparing to step out into the battle-field, we once again plunge into the heat 
and fire of the battle that rages on in Lanka. ] 


In the meantime, while Lord Ram was preparing himself for the battle and the gods 
had been appreciating his charming form and showering flowers upon him, the huge 
demon army that was packed from end to end with ferocious soldiers, came grinding 
in. (1) 


As soon as the valorous monkey (and bear) warriors saw them arrive, they started off 
at once in huge numbers to face them. The army of these monkeys (and bears) looked 
like a bank of thick dark clouds that rise from the horizon to sweep across the sky 
during the calamitous events of the doomsday. (2) 


ag HAM want eens i ae fafa aii afè 3 
ma THA TT Fara HST Ailes WAG Aes ANT ¥ N 


bahu krpana taravari camankahim. janu daham disi daminim damankahim. 3. 
gaja ratha turaga cikara kathora. garjahim manahum balahaka ghora. 4. 


Numerous polished swords and sharp scimitars were glistening and dazzling in the 
rays of the sun as if streaks of lightening tore relentlessly through the body of the 
doomsday cloud. (3) 


The clamour and the noise produced by trumpeting of elephants, the rattling caused 
by the movement of giant chariots, and the furious neighing of war horses, seemed to 
be like the deafening roar of thunder accompanying the advancing cloud’. (4) 
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[Note—'To wit, as the two giant armies came nearer, the din and the raucous created 
by excited warriors of both the sides, to which was added the defeating shrieks of 
intoxicated elephants, excited horses who were jumping furiously when whipped and 
spurred on viciously by their mounts, and the loud rattling sound produced by the 
rumbling of the heavy chariots across the uneven ground, together with the flashing 
swords and other war paraphernalia—all gave the horrifying general impression of 
two thick banks of clouds arising simultaneously from opposite directions and 
heading towards each other for a violent meeting at the time of the end of the world. ] 


cafe cine AA AY OI | AAS SRY ST RIT 4 I 
seg yR AME eT art de À ofS sta N S UI 


kapi langira bipula nabha chā'ē. manahum indradhanu u'ē suhā'ē. 5. 
utha'i dhūri manahum jaladhara. bana bunda bhai brsti apara. 6. 


The giant monkeys, who had different shades of colour of their skin, waved their long 
tails in the sky, giving the impression of the appearance of so many magnificent 
rainbows simultaneously in the sky. (5) 


A huge dust storm arose, covering the whole place, and giving the impression of a 

heavy rainfall; the shower of arrows raining down from the sky looked like drops of 
1 

rain . (6) 


[Note—'When there is heavy rainfall, one is not able to see anything beyond a limited 
area. So likewise, the dust that was kicked up by the movement of these two armies 
covered the battle-field so thickly that view became extremely limited. 

If one stands out in a fierce storm that is lashing violently, the rain does not 
appear soothing and comforting; it rather becomes annoying, and one begins to feel 
that the rain drops are striking his body like so many tiny pebbles hitting him with 
some force. 

In this metaphor, the rain drops are the arrows, and the heavily falling rain is 
the thick cloud of dust that was kicked up and obscured all view. ] 


ae fafa ude ee vert | astra SA oe ANT HN 9 I 
qR Hite ar AR ais aaa À fra AAT I 6 UI 


duhun disi parbata karahirh prahara. bajrapata janu barahirh bārā. 7. 
raghupati kopi bana jhari la’. ghayala bhai nisicara samuda’. 8. 


Huge rocks and boulders as large as mountains were being used on both the sides to 
attack and pulverize the enemy; these were dumped on the adversary thick and fast, 
and with great violence, giving the impression that Vajra (the heavy and sturdy 
weapon of Indra, the king of gods) is striking the warring factions repeatedly. (7) 


Seeing that his troops are under stress, Lord Ram let out a thick volley of arrows that 
rained upon the demon army and wounded a lot many of its warriors. (8) 
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ama ort ott fadi 1 q gf we ae aie ore eu 
Sate et wt Pst ant | ata aR Tae AAT Ut go N 


lagata bana bira cikkarahirh. ghurmi ghurmi jahan tahan? mahi parahīm. 9. 
sravahim saila janu nirjhara bhari. sonita sari kadara bhayakari. 10. 


When the brave demon warriors were hit by the arrows, they shrieked furiously, 
swooned and fell down, rolling over on the ground. (9) 


When they fell down and rolled over the ground with blood streaming out of their 
gigantic bodies, it appeared that streams of water were rolling down from high 
mountains, or like many waterfalls cascading down the side of lofty mountains’. (10) 


[Note—'The comparison with the mountain is made because the demons were huge 
giants, with a huge body. The blood streaming out of their wounds resembled streams 
and rivulets that emerge from crevices and holes on the sides of mountains to fall 
down as waterfalls on the ground below. Here, the wounds are the crevices and holes 
in the mountains, and the blood flowing out of them is like the streams and rivulets 
coming out from the mountain and cascading down along its craggy sides. | 


Bo, lat iR Slat ARM Aci WT SOTA | g I 
GS Hot Cet TA Ut eh Ha Tat Ware N R N 
senig WH Wea ToT GX fase GSA AT TA 3 1 
Re Sieh A GG AT AT A HAS TA Il YU 


chanda. 


kadara bhayankara rudhira sarita cali parama apavani. 1. 

do'u kula dala ratha réta cakra abarta bahati bhayavani. 2. 
jalajantu gaja padacara turaga khara bibidha bahana ko gané. 3. 
sara sakti tomara sarpa capa taranga carma kamatha ghané. 4. 


[The metaphor of a River, albeit of flowing blood and not of water, is employed in 
this verse to give the reader an idea of the horrors of the War of Lanka.] 


An inauspicious and horrifying river of blood—the sight of which created terror for 
those who were coward in their hearts, fickle in their minds, and weak in their resolve 
to fight and defeat their enemy—began flowing over the ground of the battle-field. 
(Chanda line no. 1) 


The ‘two warring armies’ were like the two opposite banks of this river. The 
‘chariots’ were like sand that was sprinkled along these banks, and their ‘wheels’ 
were the rapidly whirling whirlpools of this fearsome river. Forsooth, this river indeed 
looked scary and blood-curdling as it flowed through the battle-ground (sometimes 
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slowly and at other times rapidly, depending on the volume of blood that poured into 
it in an endless stream). (Chanda line no. 2) 


The multitudes of war ‘elephants, foot soldiers, horses and mules’ that filled the 
battle-field symbolized the countless creatures of various denominations that lived in 
this river. (Chanda line no. 3) 


‘Arrows, spears and lancets’ were like the countless water-serpents flowing up and 
down this strange river, both against and along its current; the ‘bows’ were like the 
many currents themselves (ebbing and flowing, and changing course every now and 
then, and often clashing or rubbing against one another as this metaphoric river 
rapidly flowed down the ground); and the ‘shields of the warriors’ were like the hard 
shells of the many tortoises that floated on the surface of this river (bobbing up and 
down as they fought with one another to gain some space in the flow of current). 
(Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—In this excellent imagery, the learned poet draws our attention to the 
immensity of blood-shed and horrors that were enacted on the ground in the battle- 
field during the epic War of Lanka. Whosoever came near this river would fall in its 
swiftly flowing currents, either on their own or when pushed in by those standing at 
the back; those who still managed to remain on its banks would get sucked in when 
the current swelled and overflowed the bank of this metaphoric river with an inflow of 
fresh supply of blood as more and more warriors died on its banks and discharged 
more blood into it. Those who fell in this river got immediately sucked in and taken 
away by its rapidly turning whirlpools and swift currents. 

The shields held by the warriors, both alive and dead, looked like so many 
tortoises bobbing up and down on the surface of this scary river as they flowed down 
its current. The bows were like the ever changing currents as they quickly changed 
their contours when their strings were pulled and released in rapid succession, or 
when they were moved and pointed in different directions by the warriors who held 
them. 

The war chariots were so many in their numbers, and so thickly packed, 
moving and changing their locations quickly that they were like sand particles strewn 
on the banks of a river. The sand is not fixed at one place on the ground, and it is 
easily moved aside when some heavy object passes over it, or is easily blown away 
when a strong gust of wind flows. So therefore, sand is likened to the fast moving 
chariots, ever changing their locations, and thickly packed in the field. Their wheels 
turned rapidly like the whirlpools in a churning river, either pushing away some 
object or sucking in others with the twin forces of nature known as centrifugal and 
centripetal respectively. 

And of course, to complete the picture we have the many creatures who have 
their natural habitat in the river—like the water-serpent and tortoise and many others 
who represented the elephants, horses, mules and soldiers that also were the natural 
components of an army. ] 


ao, ait wie wa die ae At ag ag T 


aar che Ste ae CUSS Gh AA VAI 29 N 
doha. 
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bira parahim janu tira taru majja bahu baha phéna. 
kadara dékhi darahirn tahanř subhatanha kē mana céna. 87. 


Warriors were falling on the ground along the banks of this frightful river just like 
trees along the banks of a swiftly flowing river topple over and fall to the ground 
(when the soil under them is undercut and loosened because of the river’s swift 
currents). 

The abundant bone marrow that flowed on the surface of this river looked like 
the scum that the river normally scoops up during the course of its flow. 

It was such a horrifying sight that those who were cowards and timid, those 
who were weak in mind and heart, shuddered at it and felt terrified, while those who 
were brave veterans of war, gallant in their hearts and firm in their minds, found 
delight in it (as they were accustomed to such scenes, and were aroused and got 
excited when they saw it). (Doha no. 87) 


dio, maè ya Aara sare | Wet Aer SAE ATT Ut BU 
which heh ol UST Seal LU A I Uh A eT N 2 I 


caupa’. 


majjahim bhuta pisaca betala. pramatha maha jhotinga karala. 1. 
kaka kanka lai bhuja urahim. ēka te chini ēka lai khahim. 2. 


Horrifying fiends and evil spirits that frequent battle-fields, such as ghosts, ghouls, 
phantoms and goblins, as well as Pramaths (attendants of Lord Shiva; those who roam 
around corpses and cremation grounds) who had long disheveled hairs, jumped into 
this river of blood to take a bath in it. (1) 


Crows and kites dived into this river to pick up and fly away with severed limbs of 
dead warriors, fighting with each other to snatch and eat their share of flesh. (2) 


Ue chele Uis Giese | Hog TEN ahs A AS NN 3 Il 
werd Ye Mae ae A ae ae WAS steht UT YU 


ēka kahahim aisi'u saungha'l. sathahu tumhara daridra na ja’. 3. 
kahamrata bhata ghayala tata giré. jaham taham’ manahum ardhajala paré. 4. 


After snatching meat from others, these birds of prey chided them, saying: ‘Oh you 
most greedy and rapacious fellows. Even when there is an abundant supply of our 
natural food, of which there is no dearth at present, it is so shameful a thing that you 
do not desist from exhibiting your habit of being greedy and rapacious to the extreme 
(like a miserly person who will not give away anything to others in charity inspite of 
having an oversupply of something that he does not need any more).'’ (3) 


Wounded and seriously injured warriors, who had fallen on the ground on the bank of 
this river (of blood), groaned and sighed and moaned grievously in pain as half of 
their bodies lay on the ground and the other half was dangling inside the river. 
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It was like a scene witnessed on the banks of a holy river where infirm and 
desolate persons, those who are destitute and have no one to take care of them, lie half 
on the ground and half submerged in the water in the hope that when they die the 
sacred water of the river would wash away their mortal remains automatically and 
grant deliverance to their souls because they have nobody to do their last rites. (4) 


[Note—'A description of the physical appearance of these ghouls and spirits that 
frequent battle-fields is found in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Doha no. 93 along 
with Chaupai line nos. 6-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-2 that precede it; (ii) Chaupai line 
nos. 4-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 95.] 


Gare tie sta ae UT 1 ay et erat Frat eT y N 
ag Ve sels as wan wet 1 aT aah Ges At are g N 


khairncahirh gidha amta tata bha'é. janu bansi khélata cita da'ē. 5. 
bahu bhata bahahim carhē khaga jahim. janu navari khelahim sari mahim. 6. 


Vultures were tearing out the intestines of these unfortunate warriors (who were lying 
half dead on the banks of this river, with their bodies half submerged and half on the 
ground) giving the impression that fishermen, who are sitting on the banks of a river 
attentively watching their fishing lines, would pull out the string with a jerk as soon as 
the fish caught the bait dangling at the end of the line. (5) 


Many dead bodies of warriors were floating on the surface of this river, and different 
kinds of birds were alighting on these corpses and flying away in merriment as if they 
all enjoyed this free boat ride without any fear of being harmed or shooed away. (6) 


wT aft ait or Gates 1 ya iara ag Ast aS N o N 
Ye HU Hale aa | aT Se AMT fetes Aas N 2 N 


jogini bhari bhari khappara sancahim. bhuta pisaca badhū nabha nancahim. 
7. 
bhata kapala karatala bajavahim. camunda nana bidhi gavahim. 8. 


Female fiends of the battle-field, called Joginis, were collecting blood in cups made of 
hollow skulls. Other female ghosts, ghouls and phantoms were dancing in the sky in 
merriment. (7) 


Another type of female fiend known as Chamunda, the patron spirit of the battle-field, 
was so overjoyed that she sang war songs to the accompaniment of sound of clanging 
or crushing produced by striking two empty skulls, extracted from dead warriors, with 
each other like so many pairs of cymbals. (8) 


viden Frat een chelé | è gonf stents caste ue N 
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alles SS Us fry Stool 1 ata at ale Wa wat efè I go I 


jambuka nikara katakkata kattahim. khahim hu'ahim aghahim dapattahim. 9. 
kotinha runda munda binu dollahim. sisa paré mahi jaya jaya bollahim. 10. 


Hordes of jackals grinded their teeth and snapped at each other as they tore apart 
corpses, ate them, snarling and growling menacingly at each other as was their wont, 
even though they had sufficient to satisfy their own hunger. (9) 


So intoxicated and excited were the warriors, and so feverish was their enthusiasm for 
battle that was stoked by the invigorating environment of the battle-field which was 
so much in consonance with their inherent nature, that even after their heads were 
severed from their bodies yet their headless torsos roamed around aimlessly in the 
battle-field. 

Nay, even the heads of these warriors that had fallen on the ground were 
active, for even while lying there they continued to yell and shriek war cries, 
repeatedly applauding their own sides and glorifying their compatriots, cheering them 
on and declaring their victory. (10) 


So, Aeaf Wi Wa Wa Hs Ss Weis far fay eadi | g | 
aus amt sacha ewe Ue Yes Sarat Ul R 
arn Aara Prenat vel wa act afta AT | 3 | 
TIA sa gue Grate Ta aT Prats VT il Ul 


chanda. 


bollahim jo jaya jaya munda runda pracanda sira binu dhavahim. 1. 
khapparinha khagga alujjhi jujjhahirn subhata bhatanha dhahavahim. 2. 
banara nisacara nikara mardahim rama bala darpita bha'ē. 3. 

sangrama angana subhata sovahim rama sara nikaranhi ha'ē. 4. 


Severed heads yelled war cries of ‘Victory, victory’; torsos sans heads ran helter- 
skelter wildly all over the ground. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Birds, singly and in flocks, alighted on skulls and got entangled within its hollows as 
they vied with each other to scoop up whatever flesh and marrow that still remained 
sticking to the sides, and in the ensuing tussle the stronger birds pushed away and 
trampled those who were weak. (Chanda line no. 2) 


The valiant and brave monkey warriors, invigorated and energized by the grace and 
blessings of Lord Ram, were thrashing and decimating the demon warriors 
relentlessly. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Countless multitudes of gallant warriors (of the demon army) were killed by the hail 
of arrows showered by Lord Ram, and they lay down on the ground in an eternal 
sleep. (Chanda line no. 4) 
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[Note—Really indeed, the imagery of the ferocious war, and the enormity of the 
bloodshed and mayhem and horrors that attended it, is gut churning, and evokes 
revulsion. One can well imagine the horrifying sight of how the otherwise sandy soil 
of Lanka would have turned into a slushy ground resembling a thick swamp of blood 
and flesh that was stinking with rotting corpses and shredded bodies from which 
intestines and other organs were being pulled out by birds and animals of prey. To add 
to this eerie, blood chilling scene was the chilling cries and painful groans of those 
who were not already dead but suffering intensely; or of those who were maddened 
with passion for blood and vengeance. | 


do. Wart gee fran ot Afen dar 
Ñ aha ale wel ag AAT Hel STITT 22 N 
doha. 


ravana hrdayam bicara bha nisicara sanghara. 
maim akéla kapi bhalu bahu maya karaum apara. 88. 


When Ravana observed this large-scale decimation of his demon army, he was utterly 
dismayed and excessively exasperated. Thus finding himself alone to face a huge 
enemy army of monkeys and bears, he bethought to himself: ‘I am left alone to 
confront so many ferocious monkeys and bears baying for my blood. So it would be 
wise and prudent for me to employ Maya (which are the powers to create delusions 
and illusions to mislead the enemy) extensively at this crucial juncture.’ (Doha no. 88) 


dio, Gare yR Tae SAT | SUT BT atta BI FATT Ug Ul 
Gata Aa It qa usa Late Alsat Archer A STAT I R 1 


caupā'. 


dēvanha prabhuhi payadem dēkhā. upajā ura ati chobha bisesa. 1. 
surapati nija ratha turata pathāvā. haraşa sahita mātali lai āvā. 2. 


The gods, who were watching the proceedings of the battle-field from their stations in 
the sky, felt very sorry in their hearts when they saw that Lord Ram was suffering so 
much for them by fighting this ferocious war on foot, without the basic aid of a war 
chariot, while their mortal enemy, the demon king Ravana, whom the Lord fought at 
the behest of these gods, had this privilege. (1) 


[This realization made the gods feel very guilt and shameful, so they collectively 
decided to help the Lord by sending the chariot that belonged to their king Indra. So 
therefore—] The king of gods immediately sent his own heavenly chariot, and his 
charioteer named Matali brought this chariot to the ground for Lord Ram’s use. (2) 


Aa tet ta a aT RA aS AAA YAT N 3 N 
Haa gq AST AN | STS STAT AT AA AT Ut YU 
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tēja punja ratha dibya anupa. harasi carhé kosalapura bhupa. 3. 
cancala turaga manohara cari. ajara amara mana sama gatikari. 4. 


This heavenly chariot was glorious, splendorous, radiant and divine; it was one of its 
own kind. The Lord of Kaushal (i.e. Lord Ram) immediately boarded it and moved 
forward in the battle-field’. (3) 


The chariot had four gifted horses that were agile and well-trained. These four horses 
were of an excellent breed, most charming to behold, and possessed exceptional and 
unique qualities that made them imperishable and invincible. They were very swift; in 
fact, they were as swift as the mind’. (2) 


[Note—'Lord Ram immediately recognized Matali and the chariot. Remember: He 
was a personified form of Lord Vishnu, the Lord of heaven; so there is no wonder that 
he could recognize the chariot at once, as being the one that belonged to the gods. He 
also knew Matali, the charioteer, personally. 

Lord Ram knew that this chariot and its charioteer cannot be duplicated by 
anyone, so therefore he was sure that it was not a creation of Ravana’s ‘Maya’ to trap 
him. Of course the Lord was in need of a chariot, so when he found that it had come 
to him without asking, he accepted it to oblige the gods; for if the Lord had not 
accepted this gift from the gods it would be tantamount to his insulting them. Lord 
Ram was well aware of the nature and temperament of these gods: that they took 
quick offence. 

Lord Ram did not wish to create an unpleasant and unsavoury scene, while a 
fierce war was underway, by telling Matali to take the chariot back to the gods for he 
was competent to fight and win this war without their help or the gift of a chariot. 
Being the Supreme Lord, and therefore the Lord of the gods themselves, it was 
incumbent upon him to show restraint and modesty, and not act rashly by teasing the 
gods with the question: ‘were they sleeping till now; why couldn’t they send the 
chariot earlier °. Doing anything that may be construed as an insult by the gods might 
be counter-productive at this dangerous point of time, for who knows what not the 
gods might do if they feel offended, for they were very selfish by nature. 

Remember: Vibhishan had felt this shortcoming of the absence of a chariot 
during a war when he had expressed his reservations to Lord Ram in this regard— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha 
no. 80. Should the gods not have sent it then; shouldn’t they have done what they 
could to help Lord Ram who was fighting this war for them? But Lord Ram was so 
magnanimous and broad-minded that he did not mind this neglect by the gods at all, 
for a great King has often to overlook many minor faults and missteps of his junior 
ministers and subjects, like the gods were in the Lord’s case. 

It is quite possible that the conversation between Lord Ram and Vibhishan was 
conducted in a low tone, almost in a whisper as if they were discussing some war 
strategy, so that the gods stationed high above in the heaven could not make out what 
they were talking about, and so they weren’t even aware that the point of discussion 
was the need of a chariot, for it is incredulous to believe that had they been aware of 
it, even slightly, that Vibhishan was worried about the necessity of a chariot for Lord 
Ram, then the gods would have hastened to supply it immediately. They were so 
occupied with and in an absolute awe of what they saw happening all around them in 
the battle-field down below that they were almost dumbfounded and astonished and 
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out of their wits, as they hadn’t seen such a horrifying war earlier, and therefore their 
mind could not register the need of a war chariot for Lord Ram. 

But the astonishing thing is not this that a chariot was suddenly made available 
to Lord Ram by the gods, but the fact that Ravana did not take any note of it. What 
might have been the reason for it? Well, Ravana was so alarmed with the situation on 
the ground, as well as so preoccupied in his mind with his own problems that were 
mounting with the passage of every moment, and was so overworked in devising 
strategies for the war, that he could not see the difference between how Lord Ram 
stood on the ground a few while ago and how he was astride a war chariot the other 
moment. 


The ‘Mana’, the mind, is said to be extremely agile and swift because a person can 
think of one thing at a given point of time, and within a fraction of a second his mind 
starts thinking of a completely different and unrelated thing a moment later. He may 
be thinking of something happening here, and the next moment his thoughts take him 
to something that happened long ago somewhere else. 

The horses of this chariot were exceptionally swift, and to give an idea of the 
rapidity of their movement this simile of the Mana (i.e. one’s mind, and the quick way 
it is able to jump from one subject to another in a fraction of a second) is cited.] 


Tareas aa Sat me Aft ae Urs fara I y N 
el 7 wg Hits oH AT aa ert Are AT  & UI 


ratharurha raghunathahi dékhi. dhā'ē kapi balu pa'i bisési. 5. 
sahi na ja'i kapinha kai mari. taba ravana maya bistari. 6. 


When the monkeys (and bears) saw Lord Ram riding a chariot, they were exhilarant 
and greatly enthused. They rushed forward (to attack the enemy) with renewed 
energy, vigour and dynamism. (3) 


When Ravana could not bear the ferocity of the attack and beating by the monkeys 
and bears, he expanded his Maya (spread the veil of delusions and its attendent 
illusions) to mislead and ward off his attackers. (4) 


a aren taste ate oor fies Gt art Aree ui 9 n 
oat afre Fara srt | srt afed ag Hae Ulf N 


=- ve 


sO maya raghubirahi banici. lachimana kapinha sO mani samici. 7. 
dekhi kapinha nisacara ani. anuja sahita bahu kosaladhani. 8. 


This Maya (delusion; illusion) was so powerful and surreal that except Lord Ram all 
else, including Laxman as well as all the monkeys, took what they saw to be a reality. 


(7) 


[And, what did they see?] They saw that the battle-field was covered with an army of 
Lord Ram (“kosaladhan?’; the Lord of Kaushal, or Ayodhya) which had countless 
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forms of the Lord himself and that of his younger brother Laxman leading the 
warriors’. (8) 


[Note—'What was the effect of this illusion? The rushing monkey and bear warriors 
suddenly stopped in their tracks, for while a moment ago they saw their enemy, the 
demons and their king Ravana whom they were eager to hit, now all of a sudden they 
saw Lord Ram’s army, i.e. an image of their own selves. This astonishing change of 
scene utterly baffled the monkeys and bears, leaving them confounded and puzzled. 

The result was what Ravana had expected. Suddenly the attack ceased; 
suddenly calm prevailed in the battle-field. To wit, it was like the calm that precedes a 
fierce storm; it was a lull before the strike of the storm. But nonetheless, it gave 
Ravana some breathing space and time to recover his wits. ] 


Bo, ag UA chow cha Ache Urey WA Bila STST g | 
Ww fas fafaa aaa afana we at ae Parafe GT 2 1 
Frat @ afer facies ef ax ara Ut aA erat 3 1 
ATT att gR afte ae Seat Genet Ache ain YI 


chanda. 


bahu rama lachimana dekhi markata bhalu mana ati apadaré. 1. 

janu citra likhita saméta lachimana jaham so taham citavahirn kharé. 2. 
nija sēna cakita bilōki hamsi sara capa saji kosala dhani. 3. 

maya hart hari nimisa mahunř harasi sakala markata ani. 4. 


When the monkey and bear warriors saw countless images of Lord Ram and Laxman 
that were created by Ravana spreading his Maya (magical powers to produce 
illusions) over the battle-field, they were taken aback, being utterly confounded and 
totally perplexed at this unexpected sight that stunned and greatly scared them out of 
their wits. (Chanda line no. 1) 


So therefore, all of them, along with Laxman, were so dazed and confounded that they 
stood motionless on their tracks as if paralyzed, giving the impression that they 
weren’t living beings but portraits painted on a canvas. (Chanda line no. 2) 


When Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal (Kosala dhan), observed that his army was 
dazed and utterly shocked by Ravana’s tricks (i.e. by his Maya), the Lord smiled in 
amusement’, and mounted his arrow on the bow. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Lord Hari (for this is another name of Lord Vishnu, the primary form of Lord Ram) 
shot the arrow which in an instant cut through the veil of delusions or Maya spread by 
Ravana, that had created the illusion which had so much confounded his army”. As 
soon as this Maya was removed, the army of monkeys and bears was overjoyed; 
everyone felt relieved and greatly excited. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Lord Ram knew that what was seen on the ground was actually a mirage, an 
illusion created by Ravana to confuse the army of the Lord. It must be remembered 
here that Lord Ram, the Supreme Being, is the Lord of all Maya; he is like the Master 
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Magician. So, Lord Ram stepped in to neutralize the effects of Ravana’s Maya just 
like this Master Magician who initially feels amused when a junior magician spreads 
his illusions to completely daze his audience, but soon finds out, at some point of 
time, that this junior fellow is behaving mischievously and transcending limits of 
discipline by deriving sadistic pleasure at the cost of the terrified audience, then the 
Master intervenes, and by his superior abilities neutralizes the spell of the 
mischievous fellow to relieve the tension and fear that had gripped the helpless 
audience. 

Lord Ram smiled both in amusement, as he appreciated Ravana’s abilities, as 
well as in annoyance, because Ravana was crossing limits of tolerance. 


*So the Lord shot an arrow that ruptured this veil of delusions, and restored the 
original situation on the battle-field. ] 


ao. agit wa wa aa fads ate Tet TAT | 
gaa Ca Hae Att aT sift ATU 28 Ul 
doha. 


bahuri rama saba tana cita'i bolé bacana gambhira. 
dvandajud'dha dékhahu sakala sramita bha'ē ati bira. 89. 


Then, Lord Ram addressed every one of his troops in a serious tone, instructing them; 
‘All of you are tired by now. So take a break; draw back a bit and move aside to clear 
the front line. From the sidelines, quietly watch a close hand duel that would now 
unfold directly between me and Ravana'.’ (Doha no. 89) 


[Note—'Both the chief commanders of their respective armies, Lord Ram of the army 
of monkeys and bears on this side, and Ravana commanding the army of demons on 
the other side, were now on equal footing, as both were astride magnificent war 
chariots that were fully armed and well equipped. So, this was the first time in the war 
that a duel between two powerful Lords and valiant warriors would take place on 
equal terms. On earlier occasions the fight was a mismatch as Lord Ram or Laxman 
were on foot while their adversaries were better placed as they rode chariots, as we 
find in the case of Meghanad as well as with Ravana. 

However, Kumbhakaran’s case was different as he had come to the battle-field 
on foot, trampling and crushing large numbers of monkeys and bears as he rampaged 
in the battle-field, furious with mad anger. So Lord Ram had faced him directly, 
because both were engaged in this duel on equal terms, with both of them standing on 
the ground, and not that one had the privilege of riding a war chariot and the other 
being disadvantaged by not having one. 

Another question is this: The tide of the battle, at this point of time, was in 
favour of Lord Ram and his army, for the enemy army was virtually decimated and its 
commander-in-chief, the demon king Ravana, was besieged from all sides and left 
alone to fend for himself. This is the precise reason why Ravana decided to use his 
Maya to deflect the ferocious attack of the monkey and bear warriors who were 
trashing him wildly from all the sides, and he was unable to cope with this drubbing— 
apropos: Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 89 herein above. This being the 
case, Lord Ram could have allowed his army to continue pounding and pulverizing 
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Ravana, for then, sooner or later, the demon king would have automatically 
succumbed under this ferocious thrashing, sparing the Lord any more trouble. But 
why then did Lord Ram order his soldiers to hold back and stop their advance, and 
watch as he engages the demon king directly in a duel? 

Well, when we ponder over this question to find an answer, the following 
points come to our mind: 

The first is this: These monkeys and bears were no ordinary creatures; they 
were born carrying the genes of various gods—this undeniable fact is explicitly 
mentioned in (a) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 187 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 1-5 that follow it; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 2, verse 
nos. 29-32. These gods were fed up by Ravana’s belligerence and had vowed to get 
rid of him anyhow, and with the support of the almighty Lord Vishnu in the form of 
Lord Ram, their wishes were finally coming to be true. 

Therefore, when the monkeys and bears were fighting Ravana, they had their 
personal scores to settle with him, and when given an opportunity they would not 
have waited for Lord Ram, who himself was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, to carry 
out his words, that ‘he would come down to earth in the form of Lord Ram to 
eliminate the scourge of the cruel demon race’—apropos: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha no. 187; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Baal Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 22-28. 

To wit, the gods were so eager for settling scores with Ravana that they 
wouldn’t have had the decency and the courtesy to wait and let their own Lord, i.e. 
Lord Vishnu in the form of Lord Ram, to do the job for them to help him keep his 
word and maintain his honour, which would be possible only if Ravana was 
eliminating by Lord Ram. It is quite possible that the gods would have wished to take 
the credit of killing their arch enemy Ravana themselves rather than letting Lord 
Vishnu do so, and later on making them feel obliged to him by reminding them that 
he had suffered so much for their sake, and that if he had not helped them then 
Ravana would have continued to torment them endlessly. Yes indeed, this is true and 
quite feasible because we must remember that the gods ‘were all very selfish by their 
inherent nature’—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 
that precedes Doha no. 295; (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha 
no. 110. 

This is one primary reason why Lord Ram stepped in and ordered the 
monkeys and bears to hold back and let him do what he was expected to do. 

The second plausible reason is this: It would have been very unbecoming of a 
noble commander-in-chief of the stature of Lord Ram to subject his opponent Ravana, 
who was of equal stature as him because he too was a mighty king of an equally 
mighty race, to such abject humiliation that he would be left to be thrashed and killed 
by junior soldiers of the Lord’s army, while he was alone, without giving him an 
opportunity to prove himself in a direct conflict with the chief Lord. History would 
have recorded that ‘Ravana was finally subdued and beaten to death by the monkeys 
and bears, and did not die fighting Lord Ram’. It would have been a great matter of 
shame and concern for the noble line of kings of Ayodhya if Lord Ram was accused 
by history on this account; it would have been an ignominy that would have lowered 
his head for all times to come. 

Lord Ram was careful that he must fight and win this war by conforming to 
the laws of Dharma applied alongside the laws of Warfare. The laws of Dharma 
mandated that an enemy must be treated fairly and in a transparent manner, giving 
him an equal opportunity to fight his opponent, and not done to death when he is 
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helpless and feels trapped. That is not the noble law of knight-hood. The laws of 
Warfare also mandated that Ravana must be given an equal opportunity to prove his 
valour and gallantry in the battle-field, and not battered to death when he was finding 
himself cornered and all alone, for allowing that to happen would be demeaning for 
Lord Ram’s own glory and fame. 

In effect, here we find that Ravana was virtually marooned and left all alone to 
fend for himself against a vastly superior army of extremely ferocious warriors, the 
monkeys and bears, who were battering and bludgeoning him mercilessly from all 
sides. On the other hand, Lord Ram did not face this dire state; there was no direct 
threat to his life or body; nobody was attacking him physically. So therefore, to allow 
this situation to continue, where a lonely warrior, in this case Ravana, was being 
pummeled mercilessly from all the sides while his equally strong and able opponent, 
in this case Lord Ram, stood watching merrily and enjoying his sufferings, would 
have been tantamount to a battle that was unfair and fought on unequal terms. That 
was not acceptable either under the law of Dharma or of Warfare. 

And suppose Ravana had died due to some reason during this confrontation 
with the monkeys and bears, what face would Lord Ram have to show the world as 
well as the gods—especially when they have provided him with a war chariot now, 
and he therefore had no excuse to offer—when confronted by the taunt that he had 
dared not face the mighty demon king face-to-face, that the real credit of killing 
Ravana should go the monkeys and bears and not to Lord Ram. Would it not have 
been a dark blot on the Lord’s glory; would history excuse him for letting Ravana die 
a humiliating death at the hands of monkeys and bears when he was cornered and 
found himself alone, instead of like a valiant and brave warrior falling to the ground 
during a duel with an equally valiant and brave warrior? 

Lord Ram did not wish to create a scandal; he had to ensure that Ravana’s soul 
gets its due right of attaining deliverance, emancipation and salvation, which could 
only happen if he was killed by the Lord himself, and not by the monkeys. To be sure, 
this is what exactly happened—that when Ravana finally died, a brilliant shaft of light 
representing his Atma, his pure consciousness, emerged from his body and entered the 
divine body of Lord Ram, to clearly show the world that Lord Ram had accepted 
Ravana’s soul within his own divine Self, which was pure cosmic Consciousness 
itself—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes 
Doha no. 103.] 


dio, Ste R ta Tae aa | ferme Gast FS TAT N g N 
TA MHS Hl ST GA | Watt Ast AAT AAT Ul 2 N 


caupa’. 


asa kahi ratha raghunatha calava. bipra carana pankaja siru nava. 1. 
taba lankesa krodha ura chava. garjata tarjata sanmukha dhava. 2. 


Saying this (i.e. after instructing his warriors to fall back from the front lines and 
watch the hand-on-hand combat between himself and Ravana), Lord Raghunath (Lord 
Ram) mentally bowed his head before the revered (literally “lotus-like”) feet of 
Brahmins (to pay his obeisance to elders and seek their blessings), and then moved his 
chariot to the front of the line. (1) 
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No sooner did the Lord appear in the front of the battle line than Ravana’s heart burnt 
with excess of anger as he became exceedingly furious; he raged and ranted and 
yelled and thundered as he dashed forward madly to meet the Lord head-on’. (2) 


[Note—'When Ravana saw that his arch rival, who had killed his brother 
Kumbhakaran and his son Meghanad, had come boldly before him, there is no wonder 
he lost control over himself as all his pent-up feelings of revenge and retribution 
suddenly erupted like a suppressed volcano spewing hot lava of anger and 
indignation. 

In Lord Ram the demon king Ravana saw the cause of all his misfortunes and 
troubles; and he was all the more infuriated when he saw the Lord calm and confident 
as if nothing was disturbing or bothering him. Ravana took exception to this display 
of nonchalance by Lord Ram as an open affront to his authority and majesty as he was 
accustomed to being treated with fear and awe, because even the mighty gods would 
ordinarily run away as soon as they heard his name, with no one in this creation ever 
daring to even to stand before him, what to talk of confronting or challenging him for 
an open duel. It was too much for Ravana’s self-esteem and ego to cope with; so he 
burst out cursing and swearing vehemently, without any let and pause. 

In the following verses we shall read how he vented his indignation and fury at 
Lord Ram. | 


stag St ye HST Art VT aT À fers GH ATT 3 M 
Wat ATA Sd AA STAT eile Beh GREAT lt ¥ UI 


jitehu je bhata sanjuga mahim. sunu tapasa maim tinha sama nahim. 3. 
ravana nama jagata jasa jana. lokapa jakém bandikhana. 4. 


Ravana vented his anger and indignation at Lord Ram by shouting at him haughtily 
with these acerbic remarks with an underlying tone of boastfulness: ‘Listen you 
hermit (tapasa)'! I am not like the many warriors you claim to have vanquished in 
battles till now. 

[So therefore, don’t befool thyself. I am no ordinary demon warrior as thou 
might be thinking. Don’t live in a fool’s paradise; don’t hallucinate! Be warned that 
fighting with me and subduing me is a completely different proposition; it’s a 
completely different cup that thee will find very bitter to put to thine lips, and even 
bitter to gulp down. Don’t weigh me with the same scale as thou have been weighing 
others. Thou think that thou wilt easily drub me; well let’s see who drubs whom.] (3) 


My name is Ravana (don’t thou wot that?). This name is famous the world over; it 
belongs to the One in whose prisons even the great Lokpals (the many gods who are 
deemed to be the custodians of the world) languish. 

[Well, well; do thou imagine it would be an easy job and a joke for anyone to 
capture and enslave these mighty Lokpals who themselves are very powerful and 
resourceful? I have done exactly this, aren’t thou awarest of it? So it’s merely thine 
figment of imagination that thou wilt trounce me like the way thou had done others; 
there’s aught naught further from the truth. So be ware, I warn thee.] (4) 


4337 


[Note—'Lord Ram was dressed like a hermit during his sojourn in the forest, as this 
was one of the conditions imposed on him at the time he had left Ayodhya to spend 
14 years in the forest—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 
3 that precedes Doha no. 29.] 


Gt oo fatal Te ANT ladle Ara sa afer AART II & UI 
Patter Pent ave GaANE | Hane wate ANE Ul & N 
SY ATS BA AS Pare Sit Tr ye aT AAS eT 9 N 
BIS HIS US HIT SATS 1 WE HSA Wert HUTT N 2 N 


khara dusana biradha tumha mara. badhehu byadha iva bali bicara. 5. 
nisicara nikara subhata sangharéhu. kumbhakarana ghananadahi maréhu. 6. 


Usp =p | 


aju kara'um khalu kala havalé. paréhu kathina ravana kē palé. 8. 


You have slayed Khar, Dushan’ and Viradh’, and you have killed the unfortunate 
poor fellow Baali’. (5) 


You have killed great demon warriors who were most valiant and renowned for their 
gallantry’; and of course you have slayed Kumbhakaran (my brother)’ and Meghanad 
(my son)°. (6) 


Oh King (bhupa)! If you do not run away from the battle-field (out of terror, or when 
you are battered and bludgeoned by me), then come, today is the time for me to settle 
old scores with you by avenging all these deaths. Forsooth, the time has come for me 
to exact my retribution from you with a vengeance. (7) 


In all sooth and without gainsay, I shall cast you to the jaws of Kaal (death) today, for 
remember you are up against me who is famed for his ruthlessness and stern and 


uncompromising nature’.’ (8) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 20; (11) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 23. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 
E 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 8—Doha no. 10. 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha 
no. 45; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 10-12 that precede Doha no. 62. 


‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
67—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 71. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 76 along with Chaupai line nos. 4- 
16 that precede it. 
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’The word “Ravana” means someone who makes others weep and wail. So here 
Ravana alludes to this interpretation of his name to threaten Lord Ram that today he 
will lash out so viciously and violently at the Lord that he will remember the battering 
for generations to come. ] 


aft asker area art | fafa ert he HUTA N S M 
Te Ae AS Ta UTS | Cate WPT Sas AGATE N Ro N 


suni durbacana kalabasa jana. bihamsi bacana kaha krpanidhana. 9. 
satya satya saba tava prabhuta’. jalpasi jani dekha'u manusā'. 10. 


Lord Ram, who was an embodiment of the virtues of mercy, grace, compassion and 
kindness (Krpanidhana), heard the angry outburst of Ravana gracefully. He smiled 
and answered: (9) 


‘Verily indeed; all that you have said about your majesty and powers are true’ (and I 
don’t doubt it a wee whit). But come on; prove yourself and show your valour and 
gallantry in practical terms (to help us verify that all the things you have said about 
yourself are really true, and not merely loud bluster and empty talk). (10) 


[Note—'It is a noble and gentlemanly gesture for Lord Ram to publicly acknowledge 
Ravana’s greatness and majesty, though the latter was his enemy. But this 
acknowledgement is tinged with underlying taunt and scorn, for the Lord immediately 
teases him to prove himself worthy of what he claims to be.] 


So, Wa wert at arg arate aia gate aes Bar g | 
Tan We Fou fafaer get Tall GAS SAT N 2 N 


Uh QUA Uh GA el Uh HSS Hat CMTE | 3 | 
Uh hele Hele miè SA Uh Hels hed a AMT Ul ¥ N 
chanda. 


jani jalpana kari sujasu nasahi niti sunahi karahi chama. 1. 

sansara mahanř pirusa tribidha patala rasala panasa sama. 2. 

ēka sumanaprada ēka sumana phala ēka phala'i kévala lagahim. 3. 

ēka kahahim kahahim karahim apara eka karahim kahata na bagahim. 4. 


[Lord Ram continued—] ‘Don’t waste your breath by boasting so much about 
yourself as it would undermine your own fame (because those who are hollow from 
within try to hide their shortcoming by resorting to making a lot of noise about their 
achievements). 

Excuse me, but there are some established norms and principles in this regard. 
Listen to them; I'll tell you. (Chanda line no. 1) 
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Verily, there are three types of people in this world, and they are likened to these three 
plants—viz. the rose, the mango, and the jackfruit. (Chanda line no. 2) 


[Now, pay attention to the difference between these three.] The first, i.e. the ‘rose’, 
gives flowers; the second, i.e. the ‘mango’, produces both flowers and fruits; while 
the third, i.e. the ‘jackfruit’, bears only fruits. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Thus, the first sort of people are those who only talk and do nothing (like the rose 
plant that only bears flowers which gives visual pleasure to the world but gives it 
nothing worth more than that). 

The second types of people are those who talk and do what they talk about 
(like the mango plant which has flowers as well as fruits). 

And then lastly, there is the third category of people who actually do things 
but do not go about beating their own drum about their achievement (like the jackfruit 
plant that bears only fruits which the world eats, and no flowers to boast about in the 
world)’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Lord Ram meant to say that he would prefer not to list his achievements and 
boast about himself like Ravana has done just a while ago; for the Lord believes in 
actions rather than loud talk. He teases Ravana and chides him for talking too much, 
instead of carrying out his threats on the ground. 

These remarks of the Lord, said calmly with a sarcastic smile, were sure to 
engage Ravana further and stoke his anger, as the demon king had expected that Lord 
Ram would also shout back at him to counter his threats with equal vigour as Angad 
had done during their meeting some time ago, when they, i.e. Angad and Ravana, had 
engaged in a heated oral spat using all sorts of bitter insults and acerbic comments 
about each other. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 20—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 35.} 

Lord Ram’s composure and patience unnerved Ravana, and though he was 
taken aback and felt jolted, yet he gathered his wits and haughtily rebuked the Lord in 
the following Doha. ] 


do. Waa am face ale feared Tas | 
Bae Hd Ae TT St Ha CMT Aa UTA It Fo Ui 
doha. 


rama bacana suni bihamisa mohi sikhavata gyana. 
bayaru karata nahim taba daré aba lagé priya prana. 90. 


Hearing the words of Lord Ram, the exasperated Ravana laughed aloud boisterously, 
shooting back at the Lord in a haughty and sarcastic manner: ‘Ah, you are preaching 
me wisdom. At the time when you decided to develop hostility with me you had no 
fear, but now it seems you hold your life dear when you face me and feel that it is in 
danger. 

[To wit, you act like a wise person calmly giving some solemn advice, of 
course in this case it is to someone who isn’t interested in it, to give an impression 
that you aren’t in affright of him and that nothing bothers you, whereas the fact is you 
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might be shuddering inside at the prospect of complete rout and abject defeat, and are 
looking desperately for a window for an honourable means of escape).’ (Doha no. 90) 


[Note—Ravana retorts to Lord Ram’s cool response by saying that the latter is trying 
to hide his mortal fear of the former by behaving as if nothing serious faces him, as if 
the presence of the dreaded demon king is of no matter worth paying attention to 
because the Lord thinks that he would easily trounce Ravana. 

Lord Ram had started his statement with the use of a courteous phrase “excuse 
me” (refer: Chanda line no. 1 herein above), and Ravana thought that it was a sign of 
weakness and fear, for he concluded that his opponent is trying to appease him by 
being courteous and polite, instead of being belligerent as is the usual case with 
warriors facing each other in a duel unto death, when such niceties are thrown to the 
wind, and replaced with provocative words and phrases to denounce the adversary. 

Ravana thundered: “Hey, Look here ye all. Here is a hermit preaching me how 
a valorous and gallant knight ought to act. Well, come to think of it: why then does 
this King-turned-Hermit not practice himself what he professes. Oh King, come on 
now. Instead of employing the muscles of thy tongue in giving futile lectures, it would 
be fit for the occasion if thou employed the powers of the muscles of thine arms, and 
spare the trouble to the tongue. Hence, I strongly object to thy expostulating on how 
or how not I ought to behave, and I prithee instead to come forward to settle the 
question of who is greater and wiser by letting the Duel decide the matter for good. 

I loathe being lectured. If thou wert as brave and valiant as thou claim to be, 
then why do thee hesitate and procrastinate in the matter of charging at me with full 
tilt and vigour like noble and gallant warrior-in-arm is expected to do? Say why have 
thee developed cold feet when face-to-face with someone whom thee treats as thine 
mortal enemy? It’s surely not behooving of a great warrior to hold back his reins 
when challenged by his opponent to prove his valour and mettle in open battle-field, 
and on equal terms. So welcome, charge; I am waiting for thee.”] 


dio, cafe geet Gag cachet pA GAT HT BTS ATU 8 N 
mn facie ame i fete sre fates wt ate BT 2 N 
caupa’. 


kahi durbacana krud'dha dasakandhara. kulisa samana lāga chāmřai sara. 1. 
nanakara silimukha dha’é. disi aru bidisi gagana mahi cha’é. 2. 


Having said these taunting words to Lord Ram, the ten-shouldered Ravana 
(dasakandhara) began shooting a hail of arrows that were as powerful as the strike 
of thunder. [To wit, anyone who was hit by an arrow, fell to the ground immediately. ] 


(1) 
There was a rush of arrows that covered the sky and the earth from all sides. [The 


whole battle-field was blanketed by arrows that rained down from the sky in all 
directions. ] (2) 


Wah M BISS AT | ST nE VY arn ATT N 3 N 
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sfs dia ahh farg art at wy TH Aes IX I 


pavaka sara chamré'u raghubira. chana mahum jaré nisacara tira. 3. 
chadisi tibra sakti khisi'a'l. bana sanga prabhu pheri calā'. 4. 


Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram) responded by shooting fiery arrows that immediately 
dashed forward and not only intercepted the incoming arrows shot by Ravana but also 
burnt them to ashes’. (3) 


Feeling peeved and ashamed at his failure, Ravana shot a powerful weapon called 
Shakti (which probably was a special missile more powerful than ordinary arrows 
shot by him). 

Lord Ram intercepted it by shooting a precisely aimed arrow which hit the 
incoming Shakti at its tip with such a mighty force that it turned around and retraced 
its path (to return to Ravana and fall down before him in a crumbled mass of the 
burnt-out shaft)’. (4) 


[Note—'It was like the case of modern-day missile interception system. The income 
missiles launched by Ravana in the form of his arrows fired in rapid succession were 
intercepted and destroyed mid-air by the missiles shot by Lord Ram in the form of his 
arrows. 


*The defensive arrow shot by Lord Ram intercepted Ravana’s Shakti mid-air which 
such a great force that surely there must have been a mighty flash and explosion as the 
two darts met each other head-on. This resulted in the Shakti’s power keg exploding 
in a fiery display of light and thunder, after which the diffused shaft of the missile was 
flung back to the place from where it was launched. | 


alles Un Pract watt fry ware wey cafe Pratik & UI 
Fre Afè was at hat | Get hh Genel PAT AST G N 


kotinha cakra trisula pabarai. binu prayasa prabhu kati nivarai. 5. 
niphala hohim ravana sara kaisem. khala kē sakala manoratha jaisem. 6. 


Ravana was not to be so easily outwitted. He (grounded his teeth in anger and) 
launched a fresh salvo of weapons such as discs with sharp razor-like edges, and 
lancets that were shaped like tridents. But Lord Ram neutralized them as well, by 
cutting and breaking them all (with the help of his powerful arrows). (5) 


All the arrows and other missiles shot by Ravana failed in the same way as all 
crooked intentions and evil plans of a wicked person are destined to failure’. (6) 


[Note—'The idea here is that no matter how intelligent and great a crooked person 
thinks himself to be, no matter how carefully he may have designed his evil plans, but 
wickedness never pays in the long run, and such a person cannot finally prevail over 
those who are good and righteous. } 
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qa Aa TT Set AAT aS yà eT TT yR U9 U1 
TH HU HT Gat Sara | AT WY UTA Hl HE UAT E N 


taba sata bana sarathi marési. pare'u bhumi jaya rama pukarési. 7. 
rama krpa kari sūta uthava. taba prabhu parama krodha kahum pava. 8. 


Then he (i.e. Ravana) shot a hundred arrows at the charioteer of Lord Ram, who gave 
a loud cry hailing the glory of the Lord and calling for his victory as he fell down 
unconscious to the ground, gravely wounded by the strike. (7) 


Lord Ram invoked his mystical powers and showed his compassionate nature by 
lifting the charioteer back on his feet (i.e. reviving him)'. 

This action of Ravana highly infuriated the Lord’, and he became exceedingly 
wrathful’. (8) 


[Note—'We have read earlier that when Laxman was made unconscious for the 
second time by Meghanad, Lord Ram had easily revived him in a similar manner— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha 
no. 84. 


“Lord Ram indeed had this mystical ability to revive any person who was on the verge 
of death. We have a fine example of it when the Lord had asked Jatau, the old vulture 
king who was mortally wounded by Ravana while the latter was taking Sita away to 
Lanka aboard his chariot and Jatau had tried to save her. When Lord Ram met Jatau, 
he had asked him that if he so wished then the Lord can bless him with the boon of 
life, but Jatau refused, saying that he would rather attain deliverance, emancipation 
and salvation than live now, because not again would he ever get this opportunity to 
die while the Supreme Being was himself there right before him. Refer—Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-10 that precede Doha no. 31. 

Another clear example is found in the case of Baali, the brother of Sugriv, 
whom also the Lord had given the option to live a long and stable life if he so wished, 
but he too preferred to die in the Lord’s presence just like Jatau had wished. Refer— 
Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 
10. 

The idea is that though Lord Ram had desisted from performing any super- 
human deeds in order to conceal his true identity as being Lord Vishnu himself, but 
often times he let it known to those on whom he had shown his grace who he actually 
was, to make them feel blessed and spiritually blissful. 

We shall soon read that Ravana would shoot down all the four horses of the 
Lord’s chariot, but once again the Lord would immediately get them on their feet— 
apropos: Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede Doha no. 92 herein after. 


+Why was Lord Ram so infuriated when his charioteer, named Matali, was wounded? 
It is because the charioteer was innocent; he had not caused any harm to any of the 
demons like other monkeys and bears had been doing during the course of the war. So 
therefore, by showing anger the Lord gave a message to one and all that if an innocent 
person, who is quietly doing his duty, is harmed in any manner, then the Lord would 
not tolerate it. ] 
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So, WM Ge We fae wuld aM AH HATA | 8 | 
MISS I ala AS GA Ass VS AST WH 2 Ul 
Halal St hu hu HAS Y WAT AT 3 | 
famë ferra cas nfà af tha alae ar ea I ¥ i 


chanda. 


bha'ē krud'dha jud'dha birud'dha raghupati trona sayaka kasamasē. 1. 
kodanda dhuni ati canda suni manujada saba maruta grasé. 2. 
mandodari ura kampa kampati kamatha bhū bhudhara trasē. 3. 
cikkarahirh diggaja dasana gahi mahi dékhi kautuka sura hamisé. 4. 


When the Lord of the Raghus (“raghupati”; Lord Ram) became angry in the battle- 
field and wished to punish the opponent (Ravana, who had offended the Lord by 
injuring his innocent charioteer), the arrows in his quiver became agitated, eager to 
become active and shoot forth. (Chanda line no. 1) 


The thunderous twang made by the Lord’s bow created such a fierce sound that the 
sound-waves produced by it hit the man-eating demon with a mighty force so hard 
that they were stunned, tottering and trembling wherever they stood. (Chanda line no. 
2) 


[Ravan’s wife ] Mandodari’s heart fluttered too. The ocean, the legendary Tortoise, 
the earth with its mountains, et al, all felt terrified, and all began to tremble’. (Chanda 
line no. 3) 


The Diggajas (the legendary Elephants who support the earth in the eight corners) 
shrieked wildly as they caught the earth in their teeth (to prevent it from getting 
dislodged from its position). 

It was such an awe-inspiring and strange sight that the gods wondered at it, but 
at the same time they felt happy at the development’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'A similar thing had occurred when Lord Ram had broken the bow in 
Janakpur to marry Sita—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
7-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 261. 

Once again, such a development is recorded when Lord Ram and his vast 
army departed from Kishkindha for Lanka—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 35. 


*There was a great upheaval, as if a mighty quake is shaking up this world. All this 
commotion was caused by one thing—Lord Ram’s bow twanging. This was a thing 
that filled the gods with awe and wonder. But since it was the sound of Lord Ram’s 
bow, the Lord who was their well-wisher and protector, and in this particular instant 
he twanged his bow to show his annoyance at his charioteer’s injury, the gods felt 
happy. It was not something to worry, but rather an occasion to celebrate, as now it 
became all the more certain for the gods that Lord Ram would definitely slay Ravana 
without showing any mercy on him. 
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Earlier the gods may have had some hidden fear that it may perhaps be that 
Ravana decides to surrender before the Lord, and if this happens the merciful Lord 
Ram would find it difficult to refuse his plea for mercy. If that came to pass, then their 
tormentor Ravana would escape unharmed, and then everything would come to a 
naught. But now that Lord Ram had become angry at Ravana, the gods felt rested as 
their fear was unfounded, for now it was certain that Lord Ram would show no mercy 
on Ravana as the latter had offended the Lord by injuring his innocent charioteer. ] 


@o, AMS ae saat aft wre fafa Het 
TH A TT et Hace ST ATCT N Sk Ul 
doha. 


- Vv 


tané'u capa Sravana lagi chamité bisikha karāla. 
rama maragana gana calé lahalahata janu byala. 91. 


Lord Ram pulled the string of his bow right back up to his ears (i.e. pulled the string 
tight), and then shot fierce arrows. These arrows of the Lord dashed forward like so 
many ferocious dragons or serpents flying in the air (with their heads aiming straight 
in the direction of Ravana, and their tails waving behind them in a slow motion to the 
right and the left). (Doha no. 91) 


dio, Utah Aas WT SET | uÈ Sas ANA TET I g Ul 
qa fasts Slat hg Wate Tat Sth Bae ToT ATERT Ul 2 UI 
caupa’. 


calé bana sapaccha janu uraga. prathamahim hate'u sarathi turaga. 1. 
ratha bibhanji hati ketu pataka. garja ati antara bala thaka. 2. 


The Lord’s arrows moved ahead towards their target (Ravana) as if so many winged 
serpents were flying speedily in that direction. They first slammed down the 
charioteer and the horses of Ravana’s chariot, killing them. (1) 


Then they slammed at the chariot itself, breaking it down into splinters, and at the 
same time tore through the royal flag and the war standard of the demon race, as well 
as the banner atop his chariot, reducing them into tatters. (2) 


qa a ta ale faa iste as SigA fafa arr 3 N 
Raoa sie aa sera atch I Fafa nAg fara Aaa & tl ¥ N 


turata āna ratha cadhi khisi'ana. astra sastra chamrési bidhi nana. 3. 
biphala hohirn saba udyama take. jimi paradroha nirata manasa kē. 4. 


Feeling extremely embarrassed and ashamed at this humiliation', Ravana wasted no 
time in climbing onto a second chariot (which he had kept as a standby)’, and angrily 
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shot many varieties of weapons and missiles of different denominations at his 
adversary (Lord Ram). (3) 


All his efforts proved futile in the same way as an evil person’s intentions to cause ill 
to others would fail in the long run’. (4) 


[Note—'Ravana felt exasperated because when he had shot his own arrow or missile 
aimed at Lord Ram’s chariot, it had only felled the charioteer whom the Lord 
immediately revived; but Ravana’s arrow could not do more harm other than this 
small diversion. 

On the other hand, when Lord Ram shot his arrow in retaliation, it completely 
demolished Ravana’s chariot, killing its horses and the charioteer, and tearing apart 
his flag and banner, proving at once that the Lord was superior to Ravana in the art 
and skill of warfare and use of weapons. This realization not only peeved and 
embarrassed Ravana greatly but also sent a chill down his spine, as now he was 
gaping at the alarming prospect of trying to outwit an enemy who was far more 
superior and capable and skilled and empowered than what he had earlier envisioned 
him to be. 


*We have noticed earlier too that Ravana had always kept an extra chariot, fully 
armed and well equipped, as a standby in the battle-field—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 84. 

Another remarkable point to be noted here is this: Lord Ram was able to 
revive his charioteer when he was struck down by the missile shot by Ravana, but it is 
obvious that Ravana did not possess the knowledge of how to do it. This was another 
reason of his getting extremely alarmed. He wondered at how his enemy was able to 
revive those who fell down mortally wounded and unconscious on the ground. Earlier 
it was Laxman who was revived, and now it was the charioteer. 

Well, come to think of it: How actually was Lord Ram able to achieve this 
miraculous feat besides the factor of his being the Supreme Being who is all-able, all- 
knowing and all-powerful, the Lord who can do the impossible should he wish to do 
it? 

The plausible answer is this: When Laxman was revived by the concoction 
prepared from the medical herbs brought by Hanuman on the advice of the doctor 
named Sushen, Lord Ram realized its wonderful properties, and surely he had kept 
aside the rest of the remedy after a part of the preparation successfully revived 
Laxman, to be used in emergencies during the war. Lord Ram had used it first to 
revive Laxman when he fell for the second time upon being hit by Ravana’s powerful 
Shakti (refer: Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 83—to Chaupai line no. 7 
that precedes Doha no. 84), and now again when he revived his charioteer who was 
also struck down by Ravana (refer: Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 91). 
The Lord would also revive his four horses when they would be struck dead by 
Ravana soon—apropos: Chaupai line nos. 5-6 herein below. 

Ravana was dumb-struck; he could not understand the mystery of how Lord 
Ram managed to perform this magical trick of fully reviving someone who was 
almost dead. What does it indicate? Well, it means that Sushen, Ravana’s own doctor, 
was privately annoyed at his own Lord, at his high-handedness and arrogant nature; 
the doctor was very sad and angry when the pious Vibhishan was ill-treated by the 
demon king. So he mentally resolved not to help him any further. This is also the 
reason that Sushen told the correct herb to Lord Ram in order to revive Laxman, for if 
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the doctor had so wished he could have administered a wrong medicine to Laxman 
that would have done him to death, instead of reviving him with all his original 
vigour. This was Sushen’s way of punishing his cruel Lord Ravana for the way the 
latter had been behaving throughout his life. 

But this point did not strike Ravana; he had never thought in his wildest of 
dreams that Sushen, the royal doctor of the demon race, would also betray him by not 
disclosing the secret medicine by which the almost-dead could be revived back to life. 
But some blame goes to Ravana as well—for he had never, in his arrogance and 
haughtiness, sought Sushen’s advice on this matter, thinking he did not need it, as no 
one in this creation would ever be able to trounce him and create a situation where he 
would need someone’s help to revive those who were on the verge of death. Ravana 
thought: “I have conquered the God of Death himself; so what’s the worry.” 

The point to remark here is that if a king, or any ruler for that matter, fails to 
keep his subjects in good humour and favourably inclined towards himself, then one 
or the other day these same subjects of his would vent their suppressed anger at him 
by turning hostile, and pulling the rug from under his feet at a time when he least 
expects. In the case of the poor and unfortunate demon king Ravana, many of his 
trusted aides had turned their backs on him when the tides of time and fortune 
themselves turned against him. 


3A similar idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 91.] 


qa Wert ca Tet aera | afer at ate mA Rrra i & n 
Gel sas aia Tea RT GATT BTS ATT N S N 


taba ravana dasa sūla calava. baji cari mahi mari girava. 5. 
turaga utha'i kopi raghunayaka. khainci sarasana chamré sayaka. 6. 


Then Ravana shot ten fierce tridents or lancets, which struck and fell the four horses 
of Lord Ram’s chariot almost as dead. (5) 


Lord Raghunayak (Lord Ram) immediately lifted the fallen horses (i.e. he revived the 
horses back to life and put them on their feet once again in the same way as he had 
lifted his charioteer a while ago). 

The enraged Lord Ram pulled his bow and furiously shot a powerful volley of 
arrows in retaliation. (6) 


Ten Rr ST TAM afer taht facies art 9 u 
Ga Fa AMT Met Ta Ae Pree TT aot SPAT TTT US N 


ravana sira saroja banacart. cali raghubira silimukha dhari. 7. 
dasa dasa bana bhala dasa maré. nisari ga'ē calé rudhira panare. 8. 
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The group of arrows of Lord Ram went towards the heads of Ravana like hordes of 
bees were moving towards a cluster of lotus flowers, as is their natural wont or habit". 


(7) 


Lord Ram shot a volley of arrows in such a way that a cluster of ten of them struck 
the forehead of each of Ravan’s ten heads, pierced through them, and emerged on the 
other side’. This resulted in producing large gaping holes in his heads, from which 
gushed out streams of blood like water flowing from water spouts or drains from 
which rain water flows out from rooftops during heavy rainfall’. (8) 


[Note—'The bees have a natural habit of moving in large numbers towards a dense 
cluster of lotus flowers where they hover for a while before alighting on the flowers to 
suck out their nectar. In this metaphor, the large numbers of Lord Ram’s arrows are 
likened to the bees, and the heads of Ravana to the lotus flowers. Just like the bees 
aim straight at the lotus flower and alight directly on it without being attracted by any 
other flower, the arrows aimed straight at Ravana’s head without going off track. 
Once they strike the heads these arrows would suck the life out of them just as the 
bees suck out the nectar from the lotus flowers after alighting on them. 


*A total of 100 arrows were shot by Lord Ram. There were 10 arrows aimed at each 
of Ravana’s 10 heads—i.e. 10 x 10 = 100. 

Remember: Ravana’s heads were huge as mountains; so therefore his 
foreheads were also broad like the sides of these mountains. 

Ravana had shot ten tridents (refer: Chaupai line no. 5 herein above), so Lord 
Ram answered by shooting an equal number of arrows aimed at each of his heads. ] 


Gad SEN Mas TATA 1 WY UPA Het IT AL AAMT I g I 
cite cit tae wane 1 ashe aaa Ate ale UT got 


sravata rudhira dhaya'u balavana. prabhu puni krta dhanu sara sandhana. 9. 
tisa tira raghubira pabaré. bhujanhi saméta sisa mahi paré. 10. 


Ravana, who was exceptionally strong and valorous, dashed forward even while 
blood flowed out in a steady stream from his foreheads. Lord Ram once again 
mounted his arrows on his bow, and took aim. (9) 


The brave Lord of the Raghus (“raghubira”; Lord Ram ) this time shot thirty arrows 
at one go. These arrows sliced away Ravana’s twenty arms and ten heads which fell to 
the ground. (10) 


eadi Ut aa Aa TT aa as Fae ST ge N 
wy ag ot arg fax ee i hed AER OP eT AT gR N 


katatahim puni bha'ē nabīnē. rama bahori bhuja sira chiné. 11. 
prabhu bahu bara bahu sira ha'ē. katata jhatiti puni nūtana bha'ē. 12. 
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No sooner had Lord Ram severed Ravana’s heads and arms than they grew back once 
again, immediately. 
Not to be daunted, the Lord cut off his heads and arms once again. (11) 


But the same thing was repeated: for as soon as these were severed from Ravana’s 
body, new ones (10 heads and 20 arms) took their place instantly’. (12) 


[Note—'It is like the case of a Hydra. We learn in basic zoology that when any part of 
this primary organism is cut, it is able to regenerate the severed part on its own. This 
phenomenon of Ravana regenerating his heads and arms applies especially to the 
Hydra whose heads regenerate automatically if cut off. ] 


UP UP WY led ast Arar | aR atah arae it 83 UI 
W org AY far ste aE AAS sift Gh StH WEN evil 


puni puni prabhu katata bhuja sisa. ati kautuki kosaladhisa. 13. 
rahé cha'i nabha sira aru baht. manahum amita kétu aru rahi. 14. 


[Now it was the turn of Lord Ram to be amazed and left wondering. Why? Because— 
] 

Lord Ram repeatedly severed the heads and arms of Ravana, but each time they grew 
back on his body. The Lord of Kaushal (“kösalādhīsā”; Lord Ram) was playing this 
strange game with Ravana to amuse himself (kautuka)'. (13) 


The severed heads and arms of Ravana filled the sky as if so many comets and falling 
stars, represented by Rahu and Ketu in mythology’, were dashing hither-thither 
through the firmament. (14) 


[Note—'This verse can have another interpretation: “This strange phenomenon of 
Ravana growing his heads and arms every time Lord Ram cut them filled him with 
awe and amazement.” 


“In this analogy, the heads of Ravana are like the many ‘Rahus’, and his arms are like 
the ‘Ketus’. The ‘Rahu’ is the severed head of a demon of this name; the Rahu is said 
to devour the disc of the moon and the sun to produce the lunar and solar eclipses 
respectively according to mythology. 

The ‘Ketu’ is the torso of the same demon Rahu, and after his head was cut off 
the rest of the body moved around in the universe. The ‘comet’ that we witness in the 
sky is said to be the Ketu of mythology. 

Since Ravana’s heads were round, they are compared to Rahu; and his arms, 
being muscular and tubular, are likened to the Ketu which is like a long and broad 
ribbon. ] 


Bo, WUE hd seh AH Us Gad Alta aaa | g i 
Tat ae Wats Te ya Rra a radi 2 
Uch Uh Ot far Prat oe AY Sea Sf Geet | 3 | 
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wy anit ferent cre Prant we ae faiga treet ut vu 


chanda. 


janu rahu kētu aneka nabha patha sravata sonita dhavahim. 1. 
raghubira tira pracanda lagahim bhumi girana na pavahim. 2. 

ēka eka sara sira nikara chéde nabha urata imi sohahim. 3. 

janu kopi dinakara kara nikara jahan tahan? bidhuntuda pohahim. 4. 


It appeared that countless Rahus and Ketus were streaking through the sky while 
blood flowed from them and formed a trail behind their path. (Chanda line no. 1) 


These heads and arms of Ravana continued to fly across the sky as they couldn’t fall 
down to the ground, because they were flung off so violently when Lord Ram’s 
arrows cut them off from the demon king’s body that they were put in a trajectory that 
neutralized the effect of gravity and kept them air-borne for a long time (much like 
the kite flies). (Chanda line no. 2) 


The heads of Ravana flew through the sky, with each of them being pierced by Lord 
Ram’s arrows that passed through them, to create an impression that the countless 
rays of the angry sun were picking up the Rahus one by one and impaling them by 
their energized darts’. (Chanda line nos. 3-4) 


[Note—'The Sun became angry at Rahu; so it decided to shoot its rays in the form of 
energized darts that impaled Rahu, and forced it to go round and round around the 
blazing disc of the Sun to get roasted alive. 

In this analogy, the arrows of Lord Ram are like the darts of Sun’s rays shot to 
impale Rahu, and the severed heads of Ravana are like Rahu himself. ] 


ato, fafa fafa way ex are far fate fate afè stare 
Bae fore forced Fata Frat Fret ert ATT gR M 
doh. 


jimi jimi prabhu hara tasu sira timi timi hohim apara. 
sévata bisaya bibardha jimi nita nita nutana mara. 92. 


Ravana’s heads grew back soon as Lord Ram cut them off in the same way as longing 
for the world and its material objects, as well as the yearning for the pleasures of the 
senses continue to increase in direct proportion to one’s involvement in them. (Doha 
no. 92) 


[Note—To wit, the more a person allows himself to get involved with the material 
world, and derive pleasure and comfort from its sense objects, the more his desire for 
them increases. So likewise, the more heads of Ravana were cut off by Lord Ram, the 
more heads grew back. 

The idea is this: After a certain point of time, Lord Ram realized that it was a 
waste of time and energy trying to kill Ravana by cutting off his heads. Some other 
means had to be devised now. | 
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do, wee tha face & aret i fare aes ue fra rt g u 
mis yg Tel SAT | MAS TAR AAT APA Ut R M 


caupa’. 


dasamukha dekhi siranha kai barhi. bisara marana bha' risa garhi. 1. 
garjé'u murha maha abhimani. dhaya'u dasahu sarasana tani. 2. 


When the ten-mouthed (dasamukha)' demon Ravana observed that his heads were 
multiplying endlessly, he forgot about the danger of death that had been looming over 
his head a while ago (because now he was sure that he wouldn’t die, for it is next to 
impossible for a living being to survive once its head is cut off from its body, but this 
principle didn’t seem to apply to Ravana). 

With that fear out of the way, with the peril of imminent death no more 
occupying his mind, Ravana was now seized with severe pangs of revenge as flames 
of burning wrath and desire for vengeance swept through his entire being. (1) 


That extremely haughty and arrogant fool of a monster (mUrha maha abhimant) 
thundered boisterously (garjé'u) even as he dashed forward with all his ten bows” 
drawn and stringed tight, ready to shoot (arrows). (2) 


[Note—'Ravana had ten heads, and therefore ‘ten mouths’. 


*He had ‘twenty arms’, which means ‘ten pairs of arms’. So he held ten bows in each 
of his ten arms on one side of his gigantic body, while the other ten arms were ready 
to mount arrows on the bows of the corresponding side in order to shoot them. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, line no. 1 of Doha no. 81 where this 
arrangement of bows and arrows is clearly marked. ] 


Wart aie cachet Hea | aes art Taha Tea ATM Ut 3 N 
seh ta tha aS A Pree ae feet SH ¥ N 


samara bhumi dasakandhara kopyo. barasi bana raghupati ratha topyo. 3. 
danda ēka ratha dékhi na parē'ū. janu nihara mahum dinakara durē'ū. 4. 


The ten-shouldered (dasakandhara)' Ravana became wrathful and vengeful in the 
battle-field; he rained down a dense volley of arrows that covered the chariot of Lord 
Ram (also known as “Raghupati”, the Lord of the Raghu-race of great kings of 
Ayodhya). (3) 


The chariot of Lord Ram was so covered by this thick veil of arrows that for about an 
hour (danda ēka) it remained out of sight like an object that becomes invisible for 
some time during thick fog or mist’. (4) 


[Note—'Ravana had ‘ten shoulders’ upon which were his ten necks and ten heads like 
a Hydra of ancient Greek mythology. 
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“Even as an object remains unharmed, though it is not visible, when it is covered by a 
thick cover of fog or mist, which however is short-lived by its very nature, and as 
soon as the fog or mist dissipates the object comes to view once again, so was the case 
with Lord Ram’s chariot. To wit, for some time the Lord’s chariot became invisible 
because Ravana’s arrows had covered it from all sides, but when the hail of arrows 
cleared, the chariot was once again seen in all its splendour and magnificence. | 


BIN GCS AA HST | eT Wey cH care ETN & I 
m Park tq a far are i feta fatefe ma ate are i g N 


hahakara suranha jaba kinha. taba prabhu kopi karamuka linha. 5. 
sara nivari ripu kē sira katé. te disi bidisi gagana mahi paté. 6. 


But during this time when Lord Ram’s chariot became invisible, the gods panicked 
and became extremely alarmed; they raised a pitiful cry of woe and fear. 

When the Lord observed the piteous condition of the terrified gods, he angrily 
lifted his formidable bow which was like the mouth of Death (karamuka). (5) 


Letting out a fierce volley of arrows from it, the Lord severed the heads of the enemy 
once again. These severed heads covered the firmament, the landscape of the sky, 
from one end to another’. (6) 


[Note—'Imagine the confoundedness of the terrified gods: The sky was already 
thickly covered with countless heads and arms of Ravana flying randomly in all 
directions like so many Rahus and Ketus (apropos: Chaupai line no. 14 and Chanda 
line no. 1 that precede Doha no. 92 herein above); then Ravana’s arrows flew thickly 
to conceal Lord Ram’s chariot (apropos: Chaupai line no. 3 herein above); and now 
whatever space was left was filled with a fresh supply of Ravana’s heads that the Lord 
now cut. 

There was a thick carpet of heads, arms and arrows spread in the space of the 
sky between where the gods were stationed in the heaven and the ground below where 
the war was being fought. In this smokescreen the gods were literally blinded as they 
could perceive nothing of what was happening on the battle-field. 

To wit, this cover of heads, arms and arrows which obscured the view of the 
battle-field from the gods was actually Lord Ram’s way of spreading his Maya upon 
these gods: the Lord had performed certain mystical deeds and magical tricks which 
perhaps he wished to keep to himself and concealed from the gods; and so he 
employed this ruse to keep the gods in oblivion of what was actually happening in the 
battle-field. | 


cere FAT A AT Mae 1 aT a at Hee ster SaaS N 9 N 
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kate sira nabha maraga dhavahim. jaya jaya dhuni kari bhaya upajavahim. 7. 
kaham lachimana sugriva kapisa. kaham raghubira kosaladhisa. 8. 


The severed heads of Ravana dart hither and thither through the path of the sky, 
letting out shrieks of ‘victory-victory; hail-hail’ that create terrible fear in all those 
who listen to these ghostly voices’. (7) 


Even as these heads streak through the sky they kept on howling gravely: ‘Where is 
Laxman; where is Sugriv, the king of the monkeys. Where is Raghubir, the Lord of 
Kaushal (i.e. Lord Ram)?’ (8) 


[Note—'The ghostly sound produced by severed heads of Ravana terrified the gods in 
heaven, as well as the army of monkeys and bears on the ground. ] 


So, he Wa thle fax Frnt ara tha whe Uist ae e I 
Gert ery TESTA She GAS Fae AA A N R M 
fa arfetent ot caitetent tie de dete ag facil 31 
aot er ah ast We Ga Fe Tart ef uy N 


chanda. 


kaham ramu kahi sira nikara dha'é dékhi markata bhaji calé. 1. 
sandhani dhanu raghubansamani hamsi saranhi sira bedhé bhalé. 2. 
sira malika kara kalika gahi brnda brndanhi bahu milim. 3. 

kari rudhira sari majjanu manahum sangrama bata pijana calirh. 4. 


‘Where is Ram’—saying these words, clusters of severed heads whistled through the 
sky in every direction, and this sight so much terrified the monkeys and bears on the 
battle-ground that they ran helter-skelter out of fear. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Lord Ram, who was like a gem in the race of kings belonging to Raghu’s race 
(raghubansamani), smiled in amusement even as he lifted his bow and shot arrows 
that pierced these flying heads properly in such a way that they stopped creating any 
more howling sound’. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Meanwhile, on the battle-field itself there were hordes of Kalikas (female forms of the 
god of death known as ‘Kaal’) roaming around in groups while holding garlands of 
skulls in their hands. (Chanda line no. 3) 


It created an impression that these patron goddesses of the battle-field had first taken a 
bath in a river of blood and were now proceeding to offer their worship of a Vat Tree 
(a banyan tree) symbolized by the war’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'The next set of arrows shot by Lord Ram punctured bigger holes in the heads 
of Ravana that were making so much noise as they flew in the sky so as to completely 
silence them. Perhaps the holes made previously were very small, say like those in a 
flute or any other wind-based musical instrument, and when these heads flew through 
the sky with great speed they produced a whistling sound when air passed through 
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these apertures. So, Lord Ram shot a second volley of arrows that drilled bigger holes 
into these heads, which helped to stop the ghostly sound that they made. 


?The Kalikas were carrying garlands of skulls just like women folk carry garlands of 
flowers when they go to offer worship to a holy tree, which is the banyan tree in this 
case. Here this ‘banyan tree’ is represented by the raging ‘war’, and like the banyan 
tree that has many roots and branches of different shapes spreading over a large area, 
the war too had different phases and different aspects, with its ups and downs and 
changing contours, where the tide of fortune would change sides swiftly, once 
favouring the demon army and at another moment favouring the army of monkeys 
and bears. | 


ao. Ut gahs Se A Bist Ui Was 
Set Pater GARE WAS HTT HT SS Ul 33 Il 
dona. 


puni dasakantha krud'dha hō'i chamitt sakti pracanda. 
call bibhisana sanmukha manahum kala kara danda. 93. 


Once again, Ravana shot another powerful weapon called ‘Shakti’ (a lancet or a 
trident that possessed exceptional ability to strike down the target at which it was 
aimed)'. It was aimed at Vibhishan, and so it headed straight to him as if the fearful 
baton of Kaal (i.e. the weapon of the god of death) was thrown at Vibhishan (with the 
intention to kill him). (Doha no. 93) 


[Note—'The term “Shakti” applied to a powerful and strong weapon that had a lot of 
energy and punch incorporated into it; it had the potential to create extensive damage 
to the target it was aimed at. It was invincible and infallible as it rarely failed to attain 
its objective. 

Ravana had many such exclusive weapons in reserve, and he used them when 
other weapons failed to satisfy him. He had used a Shakti earlier to hit Laxman with 
the result that the latter fell down on the ground unconscious by its impact—apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 and Chanda line nos. 1-2 that 
precede Doha no. 83. 

Presently, when Ravana saw Vibhishan, his estranged brother, his indignation 
and anger knew no bounds. He flew into a rage when he sighted Vibhishan because he 
treated the latter as a traitor and one who had betrayed his own family and race. 
Ravana’s anger leapt up into a flame when he saw Vibhishan in the same manner as 
when he had become furious upon seeing Laxman, because the sight of Laxman 
reminded Ravana that it was he who had killed his dear son Meghanad. Now once 
again, the sight of Vibhishan revived the memory of the bitter moment when he had 
kicked him out of Lanka for advocating the cause of Lord Ram. 

To wit, Ravana became incensed by the sight of Vibhishan so much that he 
decided to get done with him; so he shot the powerful Shakti to kill his brother and 
get him out of his way for good. ] 


do, aad tha ath afa arr i waanfa ast OF ANT 2 N 
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qa faster Urs HoT | AAS WA Ges Ais ATT I R N 


caupal. 


avata dékhi sakti ati ghora. pranatarati bhanjana pana mora. 1. 
turata bibhisana pachém méla. sanmukha rama sahé'u so'i sela. 2. 


When Lord Ram saw this formidable Shakti approaching to target Vibhishan, he 
bethought to himself: ‘It is my declared vow that I would eliminate all fears of those 
who have surrendered themselves to me and have sought my protection. [Therefore, it 
is obligatory upon me to protect Vibhishan and get him out of harms way, even if it 
means that I have to suffer as a consequence. ]’’ (1) 


Deciding thus, the Lord immediately pushed Vibhishan behind and stood in the front 
to bear the brunt of the attack of the incoming Shakti, thereby effectively shielding 
Vibhishan from the horrifying deadly effects of the missile’. (2) 


[Note—'This determination of Lord Ram, that he would not flinch or demur, nor 
procrastinate even for a while, when it comes to extending his protection to those who 
have come to him in the time of distress to surrender themselves before him and seek 
his protection, is explicitly stressed by the Lord himself earlier too with reference to 
Vibhishan himself—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 
that precedes Doha no. 43—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 44. 

Lord Ram had made this declaration publicly, and so it was now incumbent 
upon him to show everyone that he keeps his words like a true and gallant knight. 


“Another very significant point to note at this juncture is this: Lord Ram was riding a 
chariot at this point of time, and so was Ravana. How then did Vibhishan come into 
the picture? 

Well, there are three possibilities here; let us consider them one by one as 
follows— 

(i) The first possibility is that Vibhishan was also on the chariot alongside 
Lord Ram in order to assist him, being his constant companion and special advisor 
during the war, as he was hand-picked by the Lord himself because Vibhishan was 
fully aware about the secrets of Lanka and its army like no one else in the Lord’s 
army. 

(ii) The second probability is that after the Lord’s charioteer Matali was 
wounded when he was hit by Ravana’s arrows (apropos: Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 91), he was replaced by Vibhishan who took the reins of the 
chariot himself in order to give Matali some rest. 

(iii) The third likelihood is that after the charioteer Matali was revived by Lord 
Ram, the Lord decided to give him some rest, and so he left the chariot and stood on 
the ground near it, where his chief commanders such as Vibhishan and others were 
already present. When Ravana saw his estranged brother standing close to his arch 
enemy Lord Ram, his anger knew no bounds; he flared up with vengeance when he 
recalled how his own brother had betrayed him. So Ravana shot a deadly dart at 
Vibhishan to kill him. 

All these three possibilities can be true, though nothing is clearly mentioned 
regarding how Lord Ram could ‘push Vibhishan behind him’ when he saw the Shakti 
coming. It is surely not practically possible to happen if the Lord was on a chariot and 
Vibhishan was standing on the ground with other commanders who were directed 
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earlier by the Lord to stand by and watch the duel between himself and Ravana— 
apropos: Doha no. 89 along with Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it. 

Now therefore, if we take into consideration the first option, that ‘Vibhishan 
was on the chariot sitting or standing alongside Lord Ram’, then it is easy to visualize 
Ravana spotting him and shooting his Shakti at his brother to vent his suppressed 
anger and indignation at him; it is also easy then for Lord Ram to push Vibhishan 
behind the seat and take the hit himself. 

The second option—that ‘Vibhishan had replaced Matali as the charioteer of 
Lord Ram for some time’—also works well with the narration and to explain what 
may actually have happened during those crucial moments. During such duels it was a 
common-place thing to immobilize one’s adversary by falling his charioteer and 
horses—both Lord Ram and Ravana had done it. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 91 (Ravana felling Lord Ram’s 
charioteer); and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 92 (Lord Ram 
retaliating in the same way by felling Ravana’s charioteer and horses). } 

When Ravana’s sight fell on Vibhishan taking charge of Lord Ram’s chariot, 
obviously the former lost his cool and flew into a raging fit of anger—because the 
very sight of his estranged brother filled Ravana with loathing, for he was overcome 
with extreme disgust and burning indignation. When he aimed his Shakti at 
Vibhishan, Lord Ram immediately pushed the latter aside and stepped in his place to 
bear the brunt of the attack. 

Likewise, the third option—that ‘Lord Ram had left the chariot for a while and 
stood on the ground while Vibhishan and others came close to him, and then Ravana 
shot his Shakti at Vibhishan’—also seems plausible, because then it would be natural 
for Lord Ram to push Vibhishan behind him and take the hit himself. 

In any case, what happened to Vibhishan? Well, we shall read in the following 
verses that he took up his fighting mace and rushed at Ravana. It clearly means that if 
we take into consideration either of the first two options then the chariot of Lord Ram 
had stopped on its track, and Vibhishan had jumped off it and ran on foot to confront 
his brother. 

On the other hand, if we regard the third possibility as what actually might 
have transpired during those moments, then also everything fits in well with the 
description of what happened during those moments. 

Vibhishan dashing forward to challenge and engage Ravana after Lord Ram 
fell down unconscious was a natural and spontaneous reaction on his part, for he was 
greatly obliged to the Lord for giving him unconditional shelter and promising him 
his full support and protection at a time when his own brother Ravana would have 
certainly killed him if he had remained a little longer in Lanka. 

To wit, in the absence of any clear description of what might have actually 
happened during those crucial moments, the above three possibilities are the only 
ones that come to mind to explain the development; there is no practical way of what 
might have happened then other than this.] 


UR Gh ASST HSE US WY He Get Wee aheg ll 3 N 
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lagi sakti murucha kachu bha’. prabhu krta khela suranha bikala’l. 3. 
dékhi bibhisana prabhu Srama payo. gahi kara gadā krud'dha ho'i dhayo. 4. 


When the Shakti slammed into Lord Ram, he fell unconscious for some time. This 
play of the Lord confounded the gods who felt sore affright, alarmed and agitated’. (3) 


No sooner did Vibhishan see Lord Ram falling exhausted after being hit by the 
powerful Shakti, than he picked up his war mace and rushed angrily at Ravana’. (4) 


[Note—'The reader might have recognized by now how impatient and nervous and 
fragile the gods were. Every time they found Lord Ram on the back-foot, they 
panicked; they didn’t realize that it was a war, and in a war it is impossible that the 
tide of fortune would always and exclusively favour one combatant. They forgot that 
Lord Ram was actually ‘Lord Vishnu’, and therefore there was no question of his 
losing the war against the demon king Ravana. But everything takes its time. 

Lord Ram, meanwhile, being the Supreme Lord of the world, wished to play 
an even game; the Lord wished that Ravana ought to be given his due share of fame 
and glory by allowing to prove himself as a mighty warrior; the Lord wished that 
history would give due credit to Ravana and honour him for his unrivalled gallantry, 
valour and qualities as a great and powerful warrior. 

At the same time the Lord had to honour and recognize the mystical powers 
that the many weapons that were used at different times during the war inherently 
possessed. Remember: The Supreme Being had created every conceivable component 
in this creation; the demons too were obviously a part of the same creation, and so 
were the myriad weapons they used. The Lord had to take action on these demons 
because they were crossing the limits of tolerance, but that did not mean that they 
weren’t a part of the creation created by the Supreme Being. 

The demons represented the ‘Tama Guna’, or the third quality out of the three 
qualities created by the Lord at the time of creation—the other two being ‘Sata Guna’ 
and the ‘Raja Guna’. These three qualities were like the tripod on which the character 
and nature of all creatures was based; and in an ideal situation there ought to be a 
balance between the three so that the tripod would stand stable and straight. 
Unfortunately this was not to be so and the balance failed over time so that the worst 
of the three, the ‘Tama Guna’, became dominant, pushing aside the other two and 
upsetting the delicate balance designed by the Supreme Lord. Now when this 
happened, it became obligatory for the Lord to reset things and bring normalcy in his 
creation. This in brief was why Lord Ram was fighting the ‘demons’; it was just to 
bring the ancient balance back to the normal. 

Therefore, the Lord played things patiently and with a cool head, though 
externally he had to act like an expert actor who shows so many emotions and 
sentiments on the stage in accordance to the role he is playing, but once off the stage 
he remains unconcerned and calm, becoming his earlier self. 


*See note appended to Chaupai line nos. 1-2 herein above. The missile sapped Lord 
Ram’s energy for a while as it hit him hard, as a result of which the Lord sank to his 
feet, exhausted and tired like a person who loses his senses for some time when 
suddenly hit hard by a blow. ] 
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THUG Us He Hag id AeA A AT fares UG N 
rex fara He AA STE IUR Wem & alles UT S N 


rē kubhagya satha manda kubud'dheé. taim sura nara muni naga birud'dhe. 5. 
sadara siva kahum sisa carha'é. ēka ēka kē kOtinha pā'ē. 6. 


Vibhishan sternly rebuked Ravana, saying: ‘Oh you unfortunate, wicked and dumb- 
witted fellow whose mind has become pervert. You have become hostile to all living 
beings; you have not spared anyone, neither the gods, the human beings, the pious 
sages and hermits, nor the serpents (representing the reptiles who aren’t even able to 
stand up and walk). 

[To wit, thou hast oppressed and created animosity with every imaginable 
creature in the Lord’s universe; thou hast spared neither the high and the mighty, nor 
the weak and the humble. Thy mind is so excessively pervert that it has eclipsed thine 
wisdom and senses so much that thee hast been blinded of everything. Forsooth, thee 
thinks that thou art the Lord of the world, but in thine haughty recklessness thou hast 
forgotten that everything has a limit, that one wouldst be well-advised to live within 
one’s limits, and never overdo things in arrogant overconfidence. I had tried to show 
thee the correct path, but in thy arrogance thee didst naught pay any heed to it. So 
now, reap what thou hast sowed. ] (5) 


You had offered your heads to Lord Shiva as offerings at the time you had 
worshipped him, as a result of which you had been blessed by the boon that you will 
never be short of heads, as for each head you had offered to Shiva, you were granted 
countless heads in return’. 

[Lord Shiva was so pleased by thy self-sacrifice of thine heads that he granted 
thee access to countless heads, so that if by an unhappy chance thou wouldst lose 
thine head, then thee wouldst be compensated by another head immediately. That is 
why Lord Ram has failed to get rid of thee by cutting thine heads. Woe to thee, thou 
wicked fellow, for thy time has come! ] (6) 


[Note— This incident is hinted at in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 
38-39; and verse no. 53. 

Ravana has himself boasted of it while arguing with Angad in Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precedes Doha no. 25.] 


A BNA Get Sta AT STA | BST Aa MTT Ata WT ATA I O N 
TH faq ue wera doer | ata cafe Saha AST ST aT Uc N 


téhi karana khala aba lagi bamicy6. aba tava kalu sisa para nacyo. 7. 
rama bimukha satha cahasi sampada. asa kahi hanesi majha ura gadā. 8. 


That is the reason why you have survived for so long (inspite of Lord Ram severing 
your heads so many times). But now your death seems to be dancing over your head. 


(7) 


How stupid you are to expect prosperity and welfare by being opposed to Lord Ram!’ 
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Saying this, Vibhishan swung his battle mace and slammed it hard on 
Ravana’s chest. (8) 


Bo, BAS Tal Wat AN Halt APTA Ale Aa! g | 
Ga Bat Gita Sart UT STS ervey Ra STRAT R 
A fax aRar nenga fae WH hE FTI 3 | 
THA aot afta faa arfet APE aT HE TT UY UI 


chanda. 


ura majha gada prahara ghora kathora lagata mahi paryo. 1. 
dasa badana sonita sravata puni sambhari dhayo risa bharyo. 2. 
dvau bhiré atibala mallajud'dha birud'dha ēku ēkahi hanai. 3. 
raghubira bala darpita bibhisanu ghali nahirn ta kahun ganai. 4. 


No sooner did the mighty battle mace struck Ravana in his chest with a deadly blow, 
than he fell down on the ground. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Blood flowed from all his ten mouths. But not to be so easily outwitted, the valorous 
Ravana soon recovered himself and rushed forward, with renewed vengeance, 
towards Vibhishan. (Chanda line no. 2) 


The two equally strong, valiant and gallant champions clashed with each other 
vigourously, slamming each other with all their might, and raining deadly blows. 
(Chanda line no. 3) 


Vibhishan was encouraged to take on his formidable adversary Ravana with renewed 
vigour and confidence as he had the latent support and blessing of Lord Ram so much 
so that the former gave no credence to how mighty or valorous the latter may have 
been for anyone else. 

[To wit, since Vibhishan had full support of Lord Ram, and he was fighting on 
the Lord’s behalf, he had no fear from Ravana at all. Otherwise, left to himself, 
Vibhishan was no match against his mighty brother who was so powerful and strong 
that even his name would send the gods of heaven running for cover’.] (Chanda line 
no. 4) 


[Note—'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Baal Kand, Doha no. 182 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 5-13 that precede it; and (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-8 
that precede Doha no. 25; Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 28.] 


qo. sat faites teats are fade for ars | 
A Stet Aina ha SA sirg WATS It UI 
doha. 
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uma bibhisanu ravanahi sanmukha citava ki kā'u. 
sō aba bhirata kala jyOm Sriraghubira prabha'u. 94. 


[Lord Shiva, the primary narrator of this magnificent Story, said to his consort Uma 
who was listening to it.] ‘Listen Uma. Could Vibhishan ever gather the courage to see 
eye to eye with Ravana? [No; never.] 

That same Vibhishan now clashed fearlessly with Ravana as if he was a 
personified form of Kaal (god of death). Verily indeed, in all sooth and without 
gainsay, this was made possible only due to the grace and glory of Lord Ram’. (Doha 
no. 94) 


[Note—'To wit, the very fact that Vibhishan could even as much as dare to face 
Ravana and hit him so hard that the mighty Lord of the demons would fall down, 
bleeding from his mouths, shows the secret power inherent to the grace of Lord Ram. 
Since Vibhishan had Lord Ram’s blessings, he was very well empowered and 
protected so much so that he not only had no fear from his ferocious demon brother, 
but he also succeeded in bringing him down to earth by his blow. Ravana’s powers 
and strength of arm were no secret from Vibhishan, and under any other situation he 
would have run away instead of confronting Ravana and getting squashed to death by 
him. ] 


dio, tar stad fasitay ant | ares STA PTR ar n g n 
TA TT Get Fara | ee AST AAS ACA TAT I R? M 


caupal. 


dékha Sramita bibhisanu bhari. dhaya'u hanimana giri dhari. 1. 


Hanuman, who was watching the proceedings from the sidelines, observed that 
Vibhishan was getting exhausted. So he decided to come to Vibhishan’s aid, and 
holding a huge boulder that resembled a mountain, he leapt forward with a mighty 
dash. (1) 


He (Hanuman) dumped this mountain-like boulder with a great force on Ravana’s 
chariot, crushing it to smithereens, and killing the horses as well as the charioteer. 
Thence he kicked Ravana viciously in the chest’. (2) 


[Note—'This is not the first time that Hanuman had intervened during one-to-one 
duels, for he had reacted with the same swiftness and agility earlier also during the 
confrontation between Ravana and Laxman when the latter was shot down and felled 
unconscious by a powerful Shakti shot by Ravana, whereat Hanuman had dashed 
forward to intervene, giving a violent fist-blow to Ravana that made him swoon and 
fall down. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 83—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 84.} 

At other times too when Hanuman found that his companions were in dire 
danger, he was the first to come to their aid; there are several instances of it. {Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 43; 
(11) Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 51.}] 
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Sle Yer AA chit Treat rears Ra We SATT UN 3 N 
Uf ter aft gas Gant Paes mA aft Us Tat tt ¥ I 


tharha raha ati kampita gata. gaya'u bibhisanu jahan janatrata. 3. 
puni ravana kapi haté'u pacari. calé'u gagana kapi pumcha pasari. 4. 


Ravana stood stunned and shaken by the blow, with his body trembling for a while 
(like the leaves that shake on a tree when a gust of wind passes through). 

Meanwhile, Vibhishan went back to the place where Lord Ram, the protector 
of devotees, was. (3) 


Recovering himself, Ravana challenged Hanuman and hit him hard; but Hanuman 
lengthened his tail and went up in the sky'. (4) 


[Note—'Hanuman’s blow left Ravana shuddering for a moment, but he did not fall 
down. Gathering his wits together, Ravana struck back at his assailant, thrusting a 
clenched fist at him. But Hanuman was prepared for it, and so before the fist-cuff 
could actually land on him he cleverly escaped unharmed by using his long tail as a 
lever to spring himself into the sky. Why did Hanuman employ this strategy? It is 
explained below. ] 


Tifa ues aft asa ser 1 oft fat fats weet STAT NG M 
TRA AHS Be AA sitet | Waals Wap SAT HAT ATN S Ul 


gahisi pūmcha kapi sahita urana. puni phiri bhiré'u prabala hanumana. 5. 
larata akasa jugala sama jodha. ékahi ēku hanata kari krodha. 6. 


Ravana caught hold of Hanuman’s tail and flew alongside him into the sky. After 
some time (i.e. after a brief pause when both the champions were at a distance from 
the place where Ravana had first fought with Lord Ram, and later with Vibhishan), 
the mighty Hanuman turned back and clashed violently with Ravana’. (5) 


The two valiant and courageous warriors, who were equal in gallantry and bravado, 
fought each other in the sky, bravely and fiercely, with gusto and dare-devilry. They 
punched and boxed each other vehemently, both highly enraged and seething with 
anger. (6) 


[Note—'Hanuman wished to take Ravana away from the sight of where Lord Ram 
was. Remember: the Lord was struck and made unconscious by Ravana’s Shakti, so 
Hanuman thought it was wise to take Ravana away from the sight and engage him in a 
duel so as to deflect his attention from Lord Ram, for which purpose he went some 
distance away into the sky, with Ravana in hot pursuit. When Hanuman felt that they 
were at a safe distance from Lord Ram, he turned back to clash with Ravana in a 
fierce duel. ] 
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Mee 74 Oe act ag Hel aA PIR GAS Ty TET UN UI 
ata aot Frat OS A Ue | aT AST At WY ATT UN N 


sohahim nabha chala bala bahu karahim. kajjala giri suméru janu larahim. 7. 
budhi bala nisicara para'i na paryo. taba maruta suta prabhu sambharyo. 8. 


The two mighty warriors were engaged in a close combat that was fought most 
fiercely and valiantly in the sky, with both using myriads of tricks and maneuverings. 
The sight was akin to Mt. Kajjal clashing with Mt. Sumeru’. (7) 


After having failed to subdue the demon king (“nisicara”; Ravana) inspite of using all 
his wits and skills as well as his might, the son of the wind god (“maruta suta”; 
Hanuman) remembered Lord Ram (i.e. prayed to the Lord for help)”. (8) 


[Note—'Here, Hanuman is compared to Mt. Sumeru, and Ravana to Mt. Kajjal. The 
reason is that Ravana had a dark body like Mt. Kajjal, which means a mountain of 
black soot. On the other hand, Hanuman’s complexion was fair, resembling the 
mountain with a golden hue, i.e. Mt. Sumeru. 

Ravana has been likened to Mt. Kajjal earlier also, when Angad saw him for 
the first time—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 19. 

Similarly, Hanuman was likened to Mt. Sumeru in the invocation at the 
beginning of Sundar Kand—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Sanskrit verse 
line no. 9 that precedes the Chaupais before Doha no. 1. 


?No matter how hard Hanuman tried, yet he failed to vanquish Ravana. So at last he 
invoked the glory and blessings of Lord Ram, praying for help.] 


Bo, But sigd eft went aft way FAT g I 
n ured OF sie ore tars WT he WA AT AT R I 
Sad Une tha Ache Urey RINT Act | 3 | 
Tl Ad Ue Gh FNS WAS UT Act THT Il ¥ Ul 
chanda. 


sambhari Sriraghubira dhira pacari kapi ravanu han'yo. 1. 

mahi parata puni uthi larata dévanha jugala kahum jaya jaya bhan'yo. 2. 
hanumanta sankata dekhi markata bhalu krodhatura calē. 3. 

rana matta ravana sakala subhata pracanda bhuja bala dalamalé. 4. 


Remembrance of Lord Ram injected fresh courage and enthusiasm in Hanuman, who 
fought with renewed vigour and gallantry. He stood up and challenged Ravana once 
again, giving him a mighty blow that brought the demon king down. (Chanda line no. 


1) 
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As has been said already, it was an equal fight, with both the champion warriors 
dashing and felling each other repeatedly, with no one emerging a clear winner. The 
gods were amused at this sight, and they applauded them both for their strength, 
might, vigour and gallantry, calling out ‘hail and glory to you both’. (Chanda line no. 
2) 


Meanwhile, when the rest of the army of monkeys and bears saw that Hanuman was 
cornered and feeling weary, they immediately rushed forward angrily in order to help 
him. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Ravana, who was intoxicated with passion for war, grabbed hold of and squashed all 
the brave warriors with his strong arms'. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'We will recall that Kumbhakaran had done the same thing with the monkeys 
and bears when he stepped out into the battle-field—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 67. 

This is because both Ravana and Kumbhakaran, being brothers, had similar 
gigantic forms of their bodies and were similar in strength. ] 


Glo, AA TAT Tat ag Ha Wels | 
aia act yaet cha Afè Hrs me UIST I Bu I 
dona. 


taba raghubira pacare dhā'ē kisa pracanda. 
kapi bala prabala dékhi tehim kinha pragata pasanda. 95. 


Then, cheered on by Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram)', the fierce monkeys and bears 
dashed forward (to help Hanuman). 

When Ravana observed that the Kapis (monkeys; bears), who were charging at 
him, had formidable strength and force, he spread his Maya (i.e. his power to create 
illusions) so as to deflect the attack by diverting the attention of the attackers’. (Doha 
no. 95) 


[Note—'We have read herein above that when Hanuman was cornered by Ravana and 
felt exhausted, he had prayed to Lord Ram to help him—apropos: Chanda line no. 1 
that precedes this Doha no. 95. 

So this was Lord Ram’s response. The Lord urged his army to go and 
intervene on his behalf, and help Hanuman out of harm’s way. 


“Whenever Ravana himself felt cornered and outnumbered, he had spread his Maya, 
i.e. his magical powers to create illusions, to deflect the attack by the monkeys and 
bears—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 88.] 


dio, SAA VAS OA Weal LOT WS Get HT STAT N g I 
Tula Hen Mie Hla Aa |e AS We Ta AA N 2 N 


caupa’. 
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antaradhana bhaya'u chana ēkā. puni pragaté khala rupa aneka. 1. 
raghupati kataka bhalu kapi jété. jaham taham pragata dasanana tētē. 2. 


The cunning fellow vanished from sight for some moments, and then reappeared by 
assuming many forms. (1) 


The imposter assumed as many forms as they were monkeys and bears in Lord Ram’s 
army. [To wit, Ravana assumed so many forms that there was one Ravana facing each 
member of Lord Ram’s army.]' (2) 


[Note—'This sudden development mightily astonished the monkeys and bears out of 
their wits. Earlier there was one Ravana whom they fought, but now there were 
countless Ravanas. Each monkey and bear warrior would now have to fight and defeat 
a Ravana all by himself, which was, in itself, an extremely difficult and daunting 
prospect as compared to the earlier situation when they could use their combined 
might against one single enemy. Naturally therefore, the entire army was in a panicky 
state, and all its warriors lost all hopes of victory. Not only the monkeys and bears, 
but even the gods were confounded and taken aback, fearing now that vanquishing 
Ravana seemed a lost dream. We shall read about it in the verses that follow herein 
below. 

Ravana is an ‘imposter and a cunning fellow’ because he uses fouls means, 
tricks and delusions to overcome his opponent and fight a war deceitfully instead of 
using fair and transparent means as would behoove of a gallant knight and famed 
warrior worth his name and honour. 

But Ravana can be excused for it, for this was a ‘war’, it was a question of life 
and death for him, and during such dangerous and testing times, means fair or foul 
matter not, as long as the objective is achieved. ] 


ca pfs aa CoAT |e TS AT ATCT BTS AT 3 N 
ant art ents 7 eer vate atte chat TANT & 


dékhé kapinha amita dasasisa. jaham taham bhajé bhalu aru kisa. 3. 
bhagé banara dharahim na dhira. trahi trahi lachimana raghubira. 4. 


When the monkeys and bears saw that there were countless ten-headed Ravanas 
(roaring and gesturing menacingly at them), they felt sore affright and panicky; they 
ran helter-skelter and scattered in all directions (to escape being caught and thrashed). 


(3) 


The monkeys (and bears) scampered away in terror, unable to gather courage to hold 
their ground and retaliate. Even as they fled, they cried out aloud: ‘have mercy upon 
us, Lord Ram and Laxman; save us from being slaughtered’ ' (4) 


[Note—'The sudden appearance of so many Ravana’s was literally like a bomb that 
exploded within the rank and file of the Lord’s army. Each monkey and bear saw that 
a Ravana was glaring at him with red eyes, stretched arms and loud yell, ready to grab 
him and squash him to pulp. The monkeys and bears therefore flew away like dry 
leaves that are scattered during a violent storm. ] 
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ae fafa arate aa Wert Use ae HST ATT Y N 
SAHA A Ut Ws IAT Hh BT ANY ST UTS N S UI 

ae at fad Un Tae | sta ag AT aE PIR Hari 9 i 
te Rifa Gey AP art | fore fore uy AeA He AT Ho 


daham disi dhavahim kotinha ravana. garjahirn ghora kathora bhayavana. 5. 
daré sakala sura calé para’. jaya kai asa tajahu aba bha'l. 6. 

saba sura jitē ēka dasakandhara. aba bahu bha’é takahu giri kandara. 7. 
rahe biranci sambhu muni gyānī. jinha jinha prabhu mahimā kachu jani. 8. 


Countless Ravanas could be seen in all the ten directions’, running, roaring, looking 
frightening and fierce, gesticulating menacingly, and generally threatening the life out 
of one and all. (5) 


[Not only was the army of monkeys and bears in terror, but even the gods panicked.] 
The gods were so sore affright and alarmed that they too fled away in terror, 
lamenting thus: ‘Brothers, abandon all hopes of victory now. (6) 


One ten-shouldered Ravana (dasakandhara) was able to conquer all the gods’, but 
look now, there are countless numbers of him. It will be better for us to seek refuge in 
deep mountain caves to hide ourselves and escape him. (7) 


All but the creator Brahma, the concluder Lord Shiva, and illustrious sages and seers 
who were learned and enlightened about the glory and potentials of Lord Ram (i.e. 
those who knew the truth of Lord Ram as being the almighty Lord of the world)’, 
were able to maintain calm and remain where they were in their stations in the sky 
even as all other gods fled from the sight. (8) 


[Note—'The ten directions are north, north-east, east, south-east, south, south-west, 
west, north-west, zenith and nadir. The idea is that wherever one could see, he would 
perceive Ravana in that direction. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 182 along with Chaupai line nos. 6- 
13 that precede it. 


These two wise and learned senior gods, Brahma and Shiva, as well as sages and 
seers knew that Lord Ram was a manifestation of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Lord of 
the world, and therefore that it is impossible for Ravana to prevail over Lord Ram in 
the final game, and that all this was a drama that the Lord wishes to play to give 
Ravana an ample opportunity to prove his mettle and test his abilities so that later on 
he would not regret that he did not try this or that trick, that he was not given an even 
playing field to defend his honour and title to fame. 

Lord Ram wished that the war should be fought like a war ought to be, where 
both sides win some and lose some, and not a one-sided game like the case when one 
combatant is overwhelmingly superior and domineering over the other, for in the 
latter case Ravana would claim that he was trounced and killed just because he was 
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fighting an uneven war with the almighty Lord God of creation against whom there 
was no question of winning, but for that he was invincible and unconquerable. 

Remember: Ravana had extracted a promise from this same creator Brahma 
that no one but a human being or monkeys would be able to kill him—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 177. So it was 
obligatory for Lord Ram not to create a situation where it would appear that Ravana 
was killed by anyone but a human being, or that his demon warriors were defeated by 
anyone other than monkeys and bears. 

Hence, the Lord had to fight this war like wars are normally fought on earth. 
Had the Lord’s hands not been tied and subjected to such injunctions, he could have 
eliminated the entire demon army in a single day of war. ] 


Bo, Wear yaad we fla aires Ry a Hee | 
mA RaRa Hehe UT uaa HUTT UTS ATR I R Ul 
atia she Aea Aer aaa a A THT 3 | 
Hale cart calle Ag HAS Y WS BHT X N 


chanda. 


jana pratapa tē rahé nirbhaya kapinha ripu mané phuré. 1. 
calē bicali markata bhalu sakala krpala pāhi bhayaturé. 2. 
hanumanta angada nila nala atibala larata rana bamkuré. 3. 
mardahim dasanana koti kotinha kapata bhū bhata ankuré. 4. 


To wit, those who were enlightened about the Truth and the Reality about Lord Ram 
and his glory, might and majesty (jana pratapa tē), remained fearlessly where there 
were (while others fled). 

The Kapis (monkeys), however, were overwhelmed by the delusory effects of 
Ravana’s powerful Maya so much so that they thought that the illusionary Ravanas 
that were seen all around them were real’. (Chanda line no. 1) 


All the monkeys and bears scampered away in fear, running helter-skelter in terror, 
crying out to Lord Ram for help and protection: ‘Oh merciful Lord, kindly protect 
us.” (Chanda line no. 2) 


Meanwhile, gallant warriors such as Hanuman, Angad, Neela and Nala, who were 
singularly valiant and exemplarily brave in the battle-field (rana bamkuré), held 
their ground, and continued to fight with undaunted courage, bravery and resilience. 

[To wit, while the general mass of the troops ran away in fear, the above- 
named warriors, who were steadfast in the battle-field, held their ground and 
continued to engage Ravana without any fear.] (Chanda line no. 3) 


Though they continued to thrash and vanquish countless numbers of Ravanas 
relentlessly, yet all the while new forms of illusionary ten-headed monster continued 
to emerge from no where as if by magic (just like mushrooms sprout or flies spiral up 
from the wet ground during the rainy season)’. (Chanda line no. 4) 
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[Note—'To wit, Ravana’s magic had its charming effect on the monkey and bear 
warriors, for they thought that the countless images of Ravana which they saw on the 
battle-field all around them were real Ravanas, and not fake ones, not illusions. Come 
to think of it, even the gods, who are supposed to be more intelligent and better 
informed about anything as compared to other creatures in this world, also had fled in 
terror (refer: Chaupai line nos. 6-7 herein above), so there is no wonder if the poor 
Kapis could not see through the trick of Ravana, and believed it to be true. 

Now, who were those that remained there fearlessly, and not run away? The 
first were the wise gods and enlightened sages who were watching the war from the 
sky (refer: Chaupai line no. 8 herein above), and the others were Lord Ram’s close 
companions on the battle-field, such as Vibhishan, Sugriv, Jamvant, Angad, Hanuman 
etc. 


*We have already read in Chaupai line nos. 1-5 herein above that Ravana had 
assumed as many forms as there were monkey and bear warriors in the battle-field, 
facing each one of them individually, challenging and threatening each one of them, 
dashing at everyone menacingly from up close, gesturing at them wildly as if he 
would wring the life out of every single warrior. The Lord’s troops were taken in by 
complete surprise; they were dazed and shocked beyond measure. Facing one single 
Ravana with the combined might of the entire monkey and bear army arrayed against 
him was a different proposition as compared to the horrifying prospect of a one-on- 
one challenge between individual monkey and bear warrior who was pitted against the 
formidable might of the mighty Ravana. 


*There seemed to be no end to the numbers of Ravanas on the battle-field. Remember: 
Ravana had employed this trick after he found that most of his troops have either been 
killed or have run away—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 88. 

Finding himself thus alone and surrounded by a mounting wave of ferocious 
monkeys and bears, he created a magical charm that produced countless Ravanas. He 
employed this trick to wear out his enemy, for sooner or later the opponent would be 
tired and exhausted fighting an illusive monster where he does not actually exist. 
Then, when Lord Ram’s troops would be fatigued out, Ravana planned to hit them 
hard and crush all of them with ease. ] 


qo, qam 2a faa set preemie | 
OT ANT Uh AT Sd Meet CAAT N RG N 
doha. 


sura banara dékhé bikala hamisy6 kōsalādhīsa. 
Saji Saranga eka sara haté sakala dasasisa. 96. 


The Lord of Kaushal (“kosaladhisa”; Lord Ram, the Lord of Ayodhya) laughed in 
amusement when he saw that the monkeys as well as the gods were agitated and 
nervous’. 

He prepared his Sarang bow and shot one arrow which cut through the illusion 
created by the ten-headed Ravana, as a result of which all his fake images vanished 
from sight instantly. (Doha no. 96) 
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[Note—'What made Lord Ram laugh? Well, the Lord felt amused and thought to 
himself: “These gods are said to be powerful and all-knowing; but now look at 
them—they are running away in fear like ordinary mortals. Don’t they know that all 
these countless Ravanas are false? And look at these monkeys and bears; they also are 
supposed to be born out of genes of these gods, because the creator Brahma had 
advised them to come down to earth as monkey and bears to help me (apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 187—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha 
no. 188). Imagine, what help would they render me when they are now pleading with 
me to help them!” 

In the advanced stages of the epic war, Ravana unleashed his famed potentials 
of spreading terror and mayhem in his opponents, and uncorked the genie of his 
dreaded wrath upon them all, the monkey army on the ground as well as the gods who 
were witnessing the war and cheering the army of Lord Ram from their station in the 
sky. A fearful atmosphere of dread and horror spread in all the directions; Ravana 
employed his ability to create horrifying illusions to strike terror in the rank and file 
of his enemy by making it appear that there was not one but countless Ravanas who 
were full of wrath and vengeance running everywhere in the battle-field, all over the 
place, pouncing on the monkeys and bears on the ground, and chasing the gods in the 
sky, all simultaneously. This caused a massive stampede. 

When Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal, observed this alarming situation—that 
the monkeys on the ground and the gods in the sky were very agitated and panicky 
because of Ravana’s excessive aggressiveness and his use of tricks that created fearful 
illusions of countless Ravanas attacking them simultaneously from all the sides, 
spreading utter dread and terror in all directions—the Lord readied his Sarang bow 
and shot one arrow which at once cut-off the illusion of there being so many Ravanas 
attacking the monkeys and gods, providing instant relief to them all. 

To wit, Lord Ram invoked his cosmic form of Lord Vishnu and used his 
Sarang bow to shoot an arrow that removed this illusion (of numerous Ravanas 
attacking everyone from all sides instantaneously) with a snap. This dispelled the fear 
of everyone in an instant, as suddenly only one Ravana, the original demon king, was 
left on the battle-field, while all the illusionary Ravanas vanished from sight. This 
sudden change in the situation for good led both the monkey and bear warriors on the 
battle-field and the gods in heaven rejoice and celebrate. ] 


dio, WY OA AE Urea wae et | Pah fer oe fè aa PTT N g M 
Tat Up tha Grae | fet ga ag WY UT RÀ I R I 


caupal. 


prabhu chana mahum maya saba kati. jimi rabi u'ém jahim tama phat. 1. 
ravanu ēku dékhi sura harasé. phiré sumana bahu prabhu para barase. 2. 


The Lord (Sri Ram) cut through the illusions created by Ravana in an instant, just like 
the case when the darkness of the night is immediately got rid of as soon as the sun 
rises. (1) 


Seeing that there was one Ravana once again, all the gods felt exhilarated, and 
returning back (from their flight) they again showered flowers in abundance upon the 
Lord'. (2) 
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[Note—'In the context of the battle with Ravana, the gods had showered flowers upon 
Lord Ram in the beginning of the combat when the Lord had stepped out to engage 
the demon king. At that time however, it was a gesture to appreciate the Lord’s 
charming form as he finally stepped out to eliminate Ravana—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 86. 

And in the context of actually attaining some miraculous success in battle 
against a formidable demon, the occasion when the gods had showered flowers upon 
Lord Ram was the slaying of Kumbhakaran, the brother of Ravana—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chauapi line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 71.] 


Us Bors TET chy the | fax WH Urs Ta ST BU 
WY Ae UIs Arey Hla eM Late aaf aT APS TT h Ut 


bhuja utha'i raghupati kapi phére. phiré ēka ékanha taba tērē. 3. 
prabhu balu pā'i bhalu kapi dhā'ē. tarala tamaki sanjuga mahi ā'ē. 4. 


Once the cause of fear was removed, i.e. after all illusionary forms of Ravana were 
eliminated and normalcy was restored on the ground, Lord Ram raised his arms and 
harked at all the monkeys and bears who had taken flight earlier, calling out to them 
to come back. Whoever first heard the Lord’s call to return not only came back 
himself but called out to all others around him to follow suit, and in this way the good 
message was passed on from one to another down the rank and file of the fleeing 
warriors, and by-and-by everyone returned to where the Lord stood (waiting for their 
return). (3) 


Encouraged by Lord Ram and feeling blessed by his grace, the monkey and bear 
warriors were infused with renewed vigour and zeal; they once again dashed to the 
battle-field enthusiastically, jumping with excitement and anger stoked with a desire 
for vengeance. 

[To wit, these warriors lunged at Ravana wrathfully to exact retribution from 
him and punish him for causing them so much terror and misery.] (4) 


afi ara tanks eet | S we À eh TG N 
Rog Mal TS AN wae | ate cals HAT TTT UT TAAA N G I 


astuti karata dévatanhi dékhérh. bhaya'um ēka maim inha kē lékhém. 5. 
sathahu sada tumha mora marayala. asa kahi kopi gagana para dhayala. 6. 


When Ravana observed that the gods were praying to Lord Ram (which he guessed 
they were surely doing while showering flowers upon Lord Ram, and there could be 
nothing else that they sought but to ask that the demon king be eliminated as soon as 
possible)', he became furious with anger and indignation. 

He bethought to himself: ‘These gods see (find) me all alone, and therefore 
they think that now it would be easy to vanquish me. [Woe to them, these cowardly 
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and selfish fellows. When they saw my countless forms, they had run like mad out of 
fear; but now when they find that I am all alone, they sheepishly returned to ask my 
enemy, Lord Ram, to do away with me as soon as possible. Look at their temerity; 
how durst they have the courage to shower flowers on my adversary right before my 
eyes? Wait ye all; now I shall teach the lot of you a good lesson that thou wilt never 
forget till doom overtakes the whole lot of you fellas.] (5) 


[Filled thus with excess of contempt and resentment, Ravana shrieked and lunged 
wildly at the gods:-] Oh you wicked and dumb-witted fellows (satha). You all had 
always been thrashed by me since time immemorial, all along the long passage of 
time till now, and how then durst thou show such intolerable insolence by praying to 
my enemy against me? [Brace thyselves now; I wilt show all of thee thine places in 
the larger scheme of things. Dost thee wot naught that I am the same Ravana who had 
sent the whole lot of thine race running helter-skelter for thine dear lives when I ran 
over heaven and ransacked it, not long ago? Hark ye cowards who art scared stiff to 
your bones by the mere sight of me; stand there whilst here comest the mighty and 
valorous Ravana to give thee thine due rewards. Dost thou wot what that reward 
wouldst be? Well, it shalt be one that none of thine race would ever forget till the time 
doom has the pleasure to overtake thee; and it shalt be the squeezing of thine necks 
and wringing the life out of thine crooked souls, ye wicked felas!]’ 

Saying this, and with a countenance burning with furious vengeance, Ravana 
made a fierce dash for the gods who were standing in the sky (to wreak his wrathful 
might upon them). (6) 


[Note—'What made Ravana lose his cool and become so violent upon the gods, 
accusing them of praying to Lord Ram against him? Well, just a moment ago he had 
observed that they were showering flowers upon Lord Ram for eliminating the 
countless illusionary forms that Ravana had assumed, clearing the battle-field of all 
fictitious Ravanas and restoring normalcy—apropos: Chaupai line no. 2 herein above. 
Ravana’s game-plan to instill terror in the rank and file of Lord Ram’s army was thus 
check-mated, and this acted as a fuse that ignited his fury, which was further 
aggravated when he saw that his eternal enemies, the gods, were praising his 
adversary and honouring him by showering flowers. 

Ravana’s self-respect and honour were hurt when he found that the same gods 
whom he had vanquished and made to bow before himself recently are now become 
emboldened enough to openly insult him by showering flowers on his enemy in the 
battle-field. This was sufficient a provocation for Ravana, and he railed and raged 
wildly against the gods, determined to punish them for their audacity to praise Lord 
Ram.] 


SISTA SLA AT UT | aS VN THe AT BTFT o N 
dfa fae ar site arat vote oer ae ate Perea ic 


hahakara karata sura bhagé. khalahu jahu kahan morém agé. 7. 
dēkhi bikala sura angada dhayo. kudi carana gahi bhumi girayo. 8. 


Finding Ravana coming to them, all the gods let out a terrified cry of pity and began 
to run from the place as fast as they could to escape Ravana’s fury. 
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But Ravana chased them in hot pursuit, yelling and thundering behind them: 
‘You rascals (khala); where do you think you will go away from me? How dare you 
insolent and irrelevant fellows run ahead of me?’ (7) 


When Angad observed that the gods were terrified and running helter-skelter in the 
sky, he ran forward to intervene; he made a great leap and caught hold of Ravana with 
his legs, pulling him down to the ground. (8) 


Bo, Whe yf ure ora Bret oferta Wey UTS Tar | 
Gut Bis TAS UT Halk Ta Watt VATU 2 UI 
Alt aa AT Asis TA GAT HT TE TAS | R | 
fu Gael Ye Tact arpe cha Fat et STIS UN YU 


chanda. 


gahi bhumi paryo lata maryo balisuta prabhu pahim gayo. 1. 
sambhari uthi dasakantha ghora kathora rava garjata bhayo. 2. 
kari dapa capa carha'i dasa sandhani sara bahu barasa’l. 3. 
ki'eé sakala bhata ghayala bhayakula dékhi nija bala harasa’. 4. 


The son of Baali (“balisuta”; Angad) pulled down Ravana to the ground, and then 
kicked him viciously; after that, he returned to Lord Ram. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Ravana, meanwhile, recovered himself and got up; then he roared and thundered 
violently (as his ego and self-respect were hurt, coupled by his frustration and 
indignation that were enhanced by his repeatedly suffering defeats and being pushed 
back on the back foot, something to which Ravana was not accustomed, for he had 
always been the victor and conqueror, and not someone who would be compelled to 
bite the dust and get kicked around like an impotent and imbecile creature). (Chanda 
line no. 2) 


He (Ravana) angrily picked up and stringed all his ten bows (i.e. he raised his ten 
arms with one bow in each), and mounting fierce arrows on them he started raining a 
hail of sharp darts on the enemy forces (of Lord Ram). (Chanda line no. 3) 


This fierce volley of arrows wounded and made affright countless warriors (monkeys 
and bears), and this sight gave a lot of satisfaction to Ravana who felt happy at the 
show of his might and a brilliant display of the strength of his arms and skills at 
archery. (Chanda line no. 4) 


Go, wa Tafa Wat & Ge WaT AT ATT | 
mle aga IS UT Pas cer HT UT i g9 
doha. 
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taba raghupati rāvana kē sīsa bhujā sara cāpa. 
katé bahuta barhé puni jimi tiratha kara papa. 97. 


Then Lord Raghupati (i.e. Lord Ram) cut off Ravana’s twenty arms along with the ten 
bows and countless arrows that they held’. 


But what a wonder it was that no sooner were the arms chopped off, newer ones 
immediately sprung up in their places’, just like sins and evil deeds done in a holy 
place, such as a religious site, produce multiple negative effects that rebound and have 
a multiplying domino effect upon the doer of such deeds’. (Doha no. 97) 


[Note—'Ravana held ten bows in each of his ten arms of one side of his body, and in 
the other ten arms of the corresponding opposite side he held countless arrows which 
he mounted and shot from the bows in quick succession. 


"We have read earlier too that the more Lord Ram cut off the heads and arms of 
Ravana, the more they grew on his body—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Doha no. 92 along with Chaupai line nos. 10-14 that precede it. 


*If a person commits some evil and sinful deed at a holy place then its negative result 
is manifold times more and greater than what it would have been at other places. One 
wrong deed pushes the doer of this deed in a vortex of sins, whereupon he continues 
to do more and more sinful deeds without realizing what he is doing, the gravity of his 
actions, and the mounting negative consequences of his mischief that keep on 
multiplying and adding weight to the bundle of punishments that would one day fall 
heavy upon his head with a deadly thud, crushing him underneath. 

The idea here is that one should be extremely careful how he lives his life and 
what he does in a holy place, and be careful not to do any unrighteous thing which 
would defile the sanctity of the place and demean the purity of his own soul—because 
any reckless deed is unpardonable in a religious environment as it goes against the 
holiness and purity of the place. ] 


dio, far ast arte che fg at ara ites Ra ag PAT g M 
ma TS Hes UT Aha | me AtA are, te HAT 2 M 
caupa’. 


sira bhuja badhi dekhi ripu kērī. bhalu kapinha risa bha'ī ghaneri. 1. 
marata na murha katéhum bhuja sisa. dha'é kopi bhalu bhata kisa. 2. 


When the monkeys and bears discovered that the more heads and arms of the enemy 
(Ravana) were being cut, the more they grew back with rapidity, all of them were 
furious with exasperation. (1) 


‘This rascal will not die by merely getting his heads and arms cut'’, saying this to 
each other, the angry monkey and bear warriors rushed with a vengeance towards 
Ravana. (2) 
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[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes 
Doha no. 92—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 93.] 


aaa Areta Tet tet arrest fare TeTaTST tt 3 U1 
facu ureter arf Wert 1 ats PR ae Te nA Gt ARTI 3 M 


balitanaya maruti nala nila. banararaja dubida balasila. 3. 
bitapa mahidhara karahim prahara. sō'i giri taru gahi kapinha so mara. 4. 


The son of Baali (Angad), the son of the Wind God (Hanuman), Nala, Neela, the king 
of the monkeys (Sugriv), Dwivid—all of whom were very brave, courageous, 
valorous and gallant, --- (3) 


--- began hitting Ravana with huge trees and mountain-like rocks and boulders. 
Ravana, meanwhile, grabbed these same trees and rocks, using them to strike back at 
his attackers with equal force. (4) 


Ter Tate Ry age faant | att aes Wer MS ATT GU 
qa Ae ate Rifa aie Tas aaa faa faand Fas i & N 


ēka nakhanhi ripu bapusa bidari. bhagi calahirn ēka latanha mari. 5. 
taba nala nila siranhi cadhi gaya'ū. nakhanhi lilara bidarata bhaya'u. 6. 


Some of the attacking warriors (i.e. the monkeys) cut deep gashes on Ravana’s body 
with their sharp pointed nails, while others kicked him viciously before they ran 
away. (5) 


Then Nala and Neela leapt over Ravana’s heads and began tearing at his foreheads 
(with their nails and teeth). (6) 


hr tha forme st ont | frefe eet HE ST Tat i o N 
Te a wile Hebe ox aii 1 AT Ae HAST OT AST N N 


rudhira dékhi bişāda ura bhari. tinhahi dharana kahum bhuja pasari. 7. 
gahé na jahim karanhi para phirahim. janu juga madhupa kamala bana 
carahim. 8. 


When Ravana took notice that blood was flowing down his heads and body (as a 
result of deep wounds made by the monkey warriors), he was aghast and terribly 
furious. He extended his hands to catch hold of the miscreants. (7) 


They (Nala and Neela) moved around on his huge arms as if two bees were moving 
around fearlessly amongst a cluster of lotus flowers, as a result of which Ravana 
could not catch any of them’. (8) 


4373 


[Note—'Ravana stretched his hands towards his heads and parts of his body from 
which blood was flowing out, and which hurt him the most; but he could not find 
anyone where he was searching for them because the clever monkeys had by this time 
climbed on the back of his hands. Ravana grappled and groped here and there all over 
his body in order to catch hold of his tormentors, but to his utter dismay he could not 
lay his fingers on any of the attackers, because they weren’t there where he searched 
for them, but were perched on his arms themselves, clinging to the hairs or the skin of 
his forearms where he least expected them to be.] 


anita pia gh enha aent ate veep sist ST ART N e M 
UP Gara ce eh ant cite R AR aa Ala ALS Il oI 


kopi kūdi dvau dharési bahori. mahi patakata bhaje bhuja marori. 9. 
puni sakopa dasa dhanu kara linhé. saranhi mari ghayala kapi kinhé. 10. 


Meanwhile, the two monkeys (Nala and Neela) were jumping merrily on his arms, 
which made Ravana aware of their whereabouts; he grabbed them instantly, but even 
as he prepared to dash them on the ground they twisted and turned his arms in order to 
wriggle out and free themselves from his grip, and succeeding in it, they ran away. (9) 


Highly enraged and utterly embarrassed, Ravana once again lifted all his ten bows in 
his arms and shot a fresh volley of sharp arrows at the monkeys', wounding them. 


(10) 


[Note—'This is the third time that Ravana has used all his ten bows at the same time 
to shower arrows at his enemy. The other two occasions were as follows: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 92; and (ii) 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 93.] 


ale efaa HT sax 1 UTZ WaT ATT TAHT Ul Vk I 
Tefed cha uaa He ART | Aa Tas TART N 82 UI 


hanumadadi muruchita kari bandara. pa'i pradosa harasa dasakandhara. 11. 
muruchita dékhi sakala kapi bira. jamavanta dhaya'u ranadhira. 12. 


Having felled unconscious Hanuman and many other valiant monkeys, Ravana felt 
exhilarated and satisfied at his success, feeling relieved when he observed that it was 
the end of the day and eventide when the war was to be paused till the dawn of the 
next day’. (11) 


When Jamvant, the chief of the bear warriors who was very valiant and steady in the 
battle-field (ranadhira), observed that Hanuman and virtually all other brave monkey 
warriors lay wounded and unconscious on the ground, he decided that it was his time 
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to take an initiative and proactively participate in the ongoing battle; so therefore he 
dashed forward to intervene’. (12) 


[Note—'Those were the days when strict rules and regulations were followed even 
during wars and engaging the enemy on the battle-field. One such rule was that as 
soon as the sun sets, all activity in the war must pause. The two sides withdrew to 
their respective camps, the wounded were taken back for healing as best could be 
arranged during such times, and all hostilities ceased till the sun appeared the next 
day. There are clear instances when this age-old tradition was observed in the War of 
Lanka—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 55; (ii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 72. 

Therefore, when Ravana observed that it was eventide and the time for ending 
the day’s actions, he felt mightily relieved for a variety of reasons. For one, he would 
now have time to recuperate from his own wounds, take stock of the situation, and 
devise his next strategy, and two, even if the unwounded monkey and bear warriors, 
who were standing as reserve troops, did wish to launch a fresh wave of attacks on 
him, they would be restraint from doing it as it was sunset and the battle for the day 
was to come to an end. Not even Lord Ram or Laxman would strike him during these 
hours as he was dead sure that the two brothers, renowned for their righteousness and 
probity, would never ever take any reckless action that would undermine their noble 
lineage and fame, for breaking established traditions and laws of warfare was sure to 
give them a very bad name, which they would not welcome. 

To wit, the sight of evening coming on was a great respite for Ravana as he 
was already so battered and frustrated by the continuous hammering to which he was 
subjected by the mighty warriors of Lord Ram’s army that he was looking for a 
window to manage an honourable escape from the battle-field, even for a short time. 

He was happy that when he returns to the fort, at least he could boast that he 
had left all his enemies lying wounded and unconscious on the ground as a severe 
retribution on them for making him return unconscious on his chariot at the end of the 
last day’s battle—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-3 that 
precede Doha no. 84. 

Hence, today’s victory was a saving grace for Ravana, and this thought made 
him feel glad and satisfied. 


*Jamvant was old in age; he was a senior member of Lord Ram’s advisory team. He 
had generally remained in the background like Vibhishan, the prince of Lanka and 
brother of Ravana who had joined Lord Ram, and Sugriv, the monkey king. Lord 
Ram had himself wished that these three chief commanders remain by his side and 
desist from active engagement in the war, as it was prudent and crucial to not only 
keep them out of harm’s way but also to ensure that they would monitor the ground 
situation and give relevant orders to the troops. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 75. 

But when the occasion came, Jamvant proved himself and his mettle by 
actively participating in battle and trouncing his enemy; one such time was when the 
mighty Meghanad had trapped Lord Ram in a snare of serpents. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-9 that precede Doha no. 74.}] 


ST Mey YEN Ae INT VAT oT Weary Tae tt 83 N 
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VIS HH UT acta ifs we ule Vey He AMT Vv N 
eke areata Frat get are cater Ast ST AT AAT N g4 N 


sanga bhalu bhudhara taru dhari. marana lagé pacari pacari. 13. 
bhaya'u krud'dha ravana balavana. gahi pada mahi pataka'i bhata nana. 14. 


dekhi bhalupati nija dala ghata. kopi majha ura marési lata. 15. 


He (Jamvant) was accompanied by his valiant bear warriors who began pounding 
Ravana with trees and huge mountain-like rocks, repeatedly challenging him and 
dashing him viciously. (13) 


Ravana was furious with rage; he began grabbing the bear warriors by their legs and 
smashing them violently to the ground. (14) 


When the king of the bears (“bhalupati”; Jamvant) saw that his troops were being 
wounded and thrashed, he became wrathful, and furiously kicked Ravana in his 
chest’. (15) 


[Note—'This was the rare occasion when only the bears were the attacking Ravana. 
At other times they had accompanied their monkey friends, but now since all of them 
were wounded, they led the assault themselves. ] 


So, BWA Ad Was ta ARA Ta a Ale WAT! 2 I 
wife ret shag at wg Hache oe Fife HARTI R tt 
qoted faction aah ua gia areqata wey fs Tar! 3 1 
Pata at eter arte ate aa at BT HUT AT UY N 


chanda. 


ura lata ghata pracanda lagata bikala ratha té mahi para. 1. 

gahi bhalu bīsahunř kara manahunř kamalanhi basé nisi madhukara. 2. 
muruchita biloki bahori pada hati bhalupati prabhu pahim gayo. 3. 

nisi jani syandana ghali tehi taba suta jatanu karata bhayo. 4. 


No sooner did the powerful kick land on his chest with a mighty thrust, then Ravana 
swooned and fell down on the ground. (Chanda line no. 1) 


With countless bears caught up in his twenty fists as he fell down, it appeared that 
numerous bees were caught within the petals of the lotus flower as night fell’, 
(Chanda line no. 2) 


When the bear chief saw that Ravana was unconscious, he gave the latter another 
fierce blow with his legs’, after which he (Jamvant) went back to Lord Ram. (Chanda 
line no. 3) 


Observing that it was nightfall, Ravana’s charioteer put him back on the chariot, 
trying to revive him back to his senses. (Chanda line no. 4) 
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[Note—'In this metaphor, the bears are like the ‘bees’, and the clenched fists of 
Ravana are like the ‘closed petals of the lotus flowers’. The bees alight on the petals 
of the lotus flower during evening time, before the flower closes at nightfall, and then 
get caught inside it till the flower opens its petals again the next day with the advent 
of the sunlight. 

Ravana grabbed as many bears as he could even as he fell down on the 
ground, clenching them in his closed fists. 


“The trapped bears would be released when Ravana loses his senses completely upon 
being kicked violently by Jamvant once again as narrated in Chanda line no. 3 here, 
because the jerk would be so fierce that whatever traces of senses that still remained 
in Ravana after the first kick by Jamvant would finally give away, loosening his grip 
over the bears, and enabling them to wriggle out and scamper to safety. 

Why did Jamvant kick Ravana twice? The answer is this: Jamvant observed 
that after Ravana fell down with his first kick, he had some senses still left in him as 
proved by the fact that he could maintain a firm grip on the bears he had already 
clenched in his fists. So in order to finish the task, to ensure that Ravana did not gain 
consciousness soon, and devise a device so the bear soldiers clenched in his fists 
could be freed, Jamvant decided to give Ravana another fierce blow which would 
completely knock out the demon king, which in turn would help to ease the grip on 
the bears who would then find it easy to somehow get out of his fingers and escape to 
safety. ] 


Go. eer fara uel wre Wa ST Ws UTI 
Pitat Gane warts art te sft ara e N 
doha. 


murucha bigata bhalu kapi saba ā'ē prabhu pasa. 
nisicara sakala ravanahi ghéri rahé ati trasa. 98. 


When, by-and-by, the monkeys and bears finally recovered their senses once again, 
they came back to Lord Ram’, 

On the other side, meanwhile, when Ravana was brought back to Lanka by his 
charioteer, the demons surrounded him; they were all horrified and mortified with fear 
when they observed that the situation was extremely alarming (because Ravana was 
still unconscious)’. (Doha no. 98) 


[Note—'This was the end of the 7" day of the war; both the armies withdrew to their 
respective camps for the day. On this side, Lord Ram, his brother Laxman, and the 
Lord’s chief advisors such as Vibhishan, Jamvant and Sugriv, surveyed their army to 
take stock of the situation and consult each other to devise the strategy for the next 
day’s battle. The tide of the war was turning in their favour, for though they had 
suffered some sort of setback because Ravana had succeeded in thrashing and making 
unconscious some of their best warriors such as Hanuman, Angad, Dwivid, Nala and 
Neela, but they had not only regained their senses quickly but their enthusiasm was 
also on a high. Some injuries and casualties in a war of such magnitude were 
acceptable; and so the situation was not alarming. 
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On the whole, by this time, the morale and the spirit of the demon army had 
taken a severe beating; their enthusiasm and the will to fight were already at their 
lowest since the advent of the demon race, and whatever was still there was ebbing 
away rapidly. From all indications it appeared that the end of the demons, and their 
complete capitulation and decimation was not far away. 


*On the other side in Lanka, the demons surrounded Ravana; all were in a grave and 
sombre mood, the reason being that their king was still unconscious when he was 
brought back by his charioteer, for we shall soon read that it was only around 
midnight that Ravana had regained his senses—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 100. 

The prospects for the demon army, therefore, were gloomy and foreboding. 
Thus, a thick pall of dejection and depression prevailed over Lanka at the end of the 
7" day of the war.] 


[PAUSE 26 FOR A THIRTY-DAY RECITATION] 


io, det Fafa die fe wig | Bret ais Wa Ha AAS Ul g M 
far st arfe ara Ry att | Sat St Ss ATT TT N R M 


caupa’. 


tehi nisi sita pahim ja’. trijata kahi saba katha suna’. 1. 
sira bhuja badhi sunata ripu keri. sita ura bha'i trasa ghaneri. 2. 


That night (i.e. the intervening night of the 7" and the 8" day of the war) Trijata went 
to Sita and informed her about all the developments (till the previous evening)’. (1) 


When Sita heard how Ravana’s heads and arms continued to grow endlessly inspite of 
Lord Ram repeatedly severing them, she was very distressed in her heart”. (2) 


[Note—'Trijata was an old demoness appointed by Ravana to look after Sita in the 
garden where she was confined—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 11—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
12. 

Ravana, though decried and derided as being a savage monster, was, truly 
speaking, not what he has been cruelly depicted to be, for he was very careful in 
selecting this aged demoness named Trijata to guard Sita because he was in the know 
that she, like his own brother Vibhishan, was a devotee of Lord Ram, the 
manifestation of the Supreme Lord of the world, and therefore she would also be 
sympathetic to Sita. By appointing her to take care of Sita, instead of any other demon 
or demoness to guard her, Ravana effectively ensured that Sita would be in good and 
favourable company of someone who would be her friend and comforter during the 
testing time she would have to spend in his captivity. Trijata’s presence would also 
ensure that no member of the demon race would ever have the courage to torment Sita 
as there was always the fear of Trijata reporting the matter to Ravana, which, if 
happened, would surely bring death to the individual who causes this nuisance. 
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We read that in practice it so transpired that in due course of time Trijata 
became Sita’s close friend and confidante; Sita used to confide with her about all her 
worries, miseries and pains, even treating Trijata as she would treat her own mother 
(apropos: Chaupai line no. 4 herein below), and on her part Trijata always encouraged 
Sita to have patience and keep her hope of deliverance alive, because when the proper 
time comes all her miseries would come to an end, but for that good day to dawn 
when she would enjoy the light of freedom and happiness once again, it was 
necessary for her to keep herself and her hopes alive by having patience, as well as 
keep saying her prayers with faith and devotion, for it is rightly said that prayers that 
are said sincerely and from the deep recesses of the heart never go unheeded. 

Trijata would keep Sita updated about the progress of the war. During this 
night, as usual, she told Sita about the developments of the previous day—that Lord 
Ram had cut-off Ravana’s heads and arms multiple numbers of times, but yet the 
demon king survived. This filled Sita with gloom and distress, as she thought in 
despondency that it seems well neigh impossible that her tormentor Ravana would 
ever die during the war, and that she would ever be freed from her miseries. This 
dilemma of Sita is clear in the verses that follow herein below, as is the way how 
Trijata comforts her and encourages her to keep her hopes alive. 

In the present verses we read the conversation between Trijata and Sita that took place 
during the night which proceeded the last day of the war when Ravana was finally 
killed. 


*Sita was overcome with despondency and gloom at the prospect of Lord Ram not 
being able to eliminate her tormentor as was apparent by Ravana managing to survive 
even though his arms and heads were chopped off so many times. It was an unusual 
thing to happen, for under normal conditions if an individual’s head is cut-off then he 
must surely die. Sita was confounded and perplexed; she could not visualize how, 
after all, Ravana would actually be killed when such conventional means have failed. | 


Te Feist sash wa Fete | Gerster GF ate Ta Arar 3 
iste car meta fer arat | cafe fate afte fara Geeta i ¥ N 


mukha malina upaji mana cinta. trijata sana boli taba sita. 3. 
ho'ihi kaha kahasi kina mata. kēhi bidhi marihi bisva dukhadata. 4. 


Sita’s face became dark with gloom, and immense worries sprouted inside her heart. 
Filled with despondency and hopelessness, she said to Trijata, --- (3) 


‘Oh Mother (mata)! Say, what shall happen now; how will this fellow, who is a 
tormentor of the world (bisva dukhadata), die? (4) 


tata ax far mee A aS | fates facta atta wa Hg i & Ul 
Tit anma fratrad sitet | ate ef et ve Hat fasted ui & M 
WE Ha HS HAH YT Fert | sey A sa Alls aT aT S 
we fafa Aè ga cae Gere I ASA HE HS TE PETT N 6 I 
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raghupati sara sira katehumi na mara’. bidhi biparita carita saba kara’. 5. 
mora abhagya ji'āvata ohi. jēhim haum hari pada kamala bichohi. 6. 

jēhirn krta kapata kanaka mrga jhūtțhā. ajahum’ so daiva mohi para ritha. 7. 
jēhirn bidhi mohi dukha dusaha sahā'ē. lachimana kahum katu bacana kahā'ē. 
8. 


He does not die even when Lord Raghupati (“raghupati”; the Lord of Raghus; the 
Lord of Ayodhya; Lord Ram) has chopped-off his heads several times! It’s 
unbelievable and stunning. The Creator seems to be opposed to me for he is doing 
everything that is odd and goes against me and my interests. (5) 


Verily it seems that my misfortune and doomed fate is responsible to keep him 
(Ravana) alive, so that the misery and grief that has been my lot after being separated 
from Lord Hari’s (i.e. Lord Ram/’s) lotus-like feet would continue unabated, 
unhindered and unchecked. (6) 


That misfortune of mine had joined hands with an antagonized Creator to devise a 
device whereby I was misled to be attracted by a fictitious deer with a golden hide 
that formed the background of my separation from Lord Ram, and the chain of 
miseries and pains that followed in its wake'—verily indeed it looks that they are yet 
not satisfied by my sufferings, and they continue to frown at me maliciously. (7) 


There is no doubt that it is the same malicious Creator who had made me use harsh 
words for Laxman’, who now undertakes to make me suffer endlessly in pain and 
agony, with no end in sight. (8) 


[Note— This incident is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 27; and Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 28—to Doha no. 29. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-6 that precede Doha no. 
28; and Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 30.] 


qaf fare Sasa at Nt lates alee AT AT aE ALT S M 
WE TS Vt Ira Ba WT als fafer fè Frere a SAAT I go N 


raghupati biraha sabisa sara bhārī. taki taki mara bara bahu mari. 9. 
aiseéhum dukha j6 rakha mama prana. sō'i bidhi tahi ji'ava na ana. 10. 


The God of Love, known as Kaamdeo, has been deriving sadistic pleasure from my 
sufferings as he repeatedly aims and shoots his arrows at me, arrows that are tipped 
with the poison of grief and pain attending separation from Lord Raghupati (Lord 
Ram). (9) 


In this miserable situation, surely it is the Creator, who is already opposed to me, that 
keeps me alive inspite of my horrifying grief, torment and misery, and definitely it is 
no one else’. (10) 
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[Note—'To wit, I am certain that it is this malicious Creator who is keeping me alive, 
and would not allow me to die inspite of the intolerable pains and miseries that I am 
subjected to by being hit by the arrows of this cruel Kaamdeo. It is so obvious that 
one becomes helpless against the will of the Creator, and is forced to surrender before 
the will of the Creator even against one’s own free will. ] 


ag fate cat facia sient | cat ait atta purest At ge N 


He AKT GT USHA | SU AT MTT AS TAT gR N 
WY Aa St Bags A eat ule eee gala Aeat 23 N 


bahu bidhi kara bilapa janaki. kari kari surati krpanidhana ki. 11. 
kaha trijata sunu rajakumari. ura sara lagata mara'i surari. 12. 
prabhu taté ura hata'i na tēhī. ēhi kē hrdayam basati baidéhi. 13. 


In this way, Sita (“janakt”; the daughter of king Janak) lamented and grieved in many 
ways as she remembered her dear Lord Ram who was an embodiment of grace, 
mercy, compassion and kindness (krpanidhana). [To wit, the more she remembered 
Lord Ram, the greater was her misery. ] (11) 


[Trijata comforted her by telling how Lord Ram would finally kill her tormentor 
Ravana and rescue her. | 


Trijata said to Sita: ‘Oh Princess (rajakumart), listen! The tormentor of gods (i.e. 
Ravana) would die when an arrow would pierce his heart. 

[To wit, there is no way he can be killed by cutting-off his heads or arms, 
because he has a boon granted to him by Brahma and Shiva that he would not be short 
of heads and arms, no matter how many of them are severed from his body. As a 
result he continues to survive, though Lord Ram has repeatedly chopped them off.] 
(12) 


[Now, Trijata gives the reason why Lord Ram has not aimed an arrow directly straight 
at Ravana’s heart to get rid of him. ] 


The Lord (Sri Ram) has not slayed him (Ravana) by striking directly at his heart 
because he knows that Vaidehi (Sita) lives inside his heart". (13) 


[Note—'This is a very interesting observation. On the surface we find that Sita wishes 
Ravana’s death and holds him responsible for all her miseries as is clear from the 
foregoing verses, and Ravana too treats her with apparent contempt, even going to the 
extent of asking his guards to keep troubling her so that she surrenders to his wishes. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha 
no. 9—to Doha no. 10.} 

But at the same time it must not be forgotten that he had kidnapped Sita with 
the intention of using this means to compel Lord Ram, about whom he was certain 
that he was not a human being as he appears to be, but the Supreme Being himself in 
his form, to visit Lanka and give freedom to the soul of all sinful demons by killing 
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them, for otherwise their deliverance seemed impossible. {Apropos: (i) Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 23; and (ii) 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 58-61; and Canto 6, verse 
nos. 30-32.} 

To wit, Ravana was very clear in his mind that Lord Ram was no one else but 
the Supreme Being himself, and he had abducted Sita with a clear objective of 
attaining deliverance and emancipation for himself. 

If he had any doubt in this regard, his queen Mandodari removed it when she 
pleaded with him to surrender before the Lord, telling him in clear terms that the Lord 
is a personified form of the Supreme Being. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 15.} 

A question arises that if it was true that Ravana was aware that Lord Ram was 
the Supreme Lord God of the world, and that Sita was the Lord’s cosmic Shakti, 
known as the Mother Goddess, then why did he still fight the bloody war and get 
himself as well as all other demons killed? 

It is because he knew that the members of his demon race had become so 
sinful that the only way for their souls to find peace was to get rid of the demon body, 
and it was not an easy task at it appears to be—because even the god of death, known 
as Kaal, was so scared stiff of Ravana that he would not dare to touch any of the 
demons out of fear of incurring Ravana’s wrath. And Ravana, out of ego and self- 
pride, as well as to save his face and reputation, would not afford to allow Kaal to 
carry out his normal duties of making the demons die in accordance to the laws of 
creation where all those who are born must die too, thereby creating a piquant 
situation that unless some other means could be found to make the demons die, they 
would continue to live perpetually, which in turn would mean that their individual 
souls would never find deliverance and peace ever. 

So therefore, when Ravana decided that the chance for deliverance has finally 
arrived, he would not listen to any other thing and to no body; he wouldn’t budge 
from his decision, though this made him look stubborn and haughty. To do justice to 
him, this surely goes to his credit that inspite of facing all sorts of ignominy, ridicule 
and scorn, he still held to his belief and succeeded in attaining liberation and 
deliverance not only for his own self but for the rest of his clan and the demon race. 

And why is it said that “Sita lived in Ravana’s heart”? It implies that he had 

enshrined her inside the sanctum of his heart-like temple as its revered deity, because 
he was certain that it was she who would prove to be the deliverer of his race, for it 
was for her that Lord Ram would be compelled to come to his very doorstep in Lanka 
to grant him and all his companions deliverance right where they lived, and they 
would be spared the trouble of going elsewhere in search of this spiritual bonanza. 
It ought to be noted that Ravana had kept Sita in the garden known as Ashok Van 
with due respect that one would give to one’s mother, and he took proper care that she 
is treated and protected like a mother would be—this fact is expressly stated in 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse no. 65. 

With this background and understanding, it is impossible to even think or 
imagine that Ravana had any real malefic or pervert intentions regarding Sita, though 
of course he pretended outwardly to behave that way, but that was only to conceal his 
true objective of bringing Sita to Lanka to force Lord Ram to come there and grant the 
whole of the demon race with the benefit of a liberation, deliverance, emancipation 
and salvation right at its doorstep, for otherwise Lord Ram would have found it very 
difficult to find an excuse to kill the sinful demons en-masse, and with this purported 
‘killing’ the Lord would be actually freeing their souls from the cage symbolized by 
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the sinful body of a demon, a body that was so hardened and thickened with layers 
and layers of accumulated sins encasing it that the soul would have remained trapped 
inside forever, being unable to escape on its own. 

Trijata perhaps had one other objective of telling Sita that “Lord Ram is not 
shooting an arrow at the heart of Ravana because the Lord knows that Sita resides 
there”. Well, what could it be? Trijata wished to subtly hint to Sita that she must know 
the secret about Ravana, that after all he is not as cruel towards her as she thinks him 
to be; and therefore she ought not to curse him so vehemently as she is inclined to do 
at present. 

What could have been Sita’s reaction to this disclosure by Trijata? For one, 
she must have frowned, as she could not come to terms with the notion that someone 
who had caused her so much grief and pain would actually admire her. Secondly, she 
loved only Lord Ram, and this love sprouted from the first day she saw him in the 
garden at Janakpur, her father’s place”; on the other hand she had despised Ravana 
from the moment she first saw him and came to know who is was at the time when he 
had gone to abduct her”. With what Trijata said it may be true that Ravana loved Sita, 
but it does not necessarily mean that his views were endorsed and accepted by her, or 
that she ever condoned his overtures even a wee whit. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
‘Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 232—to Doha no. 236; 
“Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 12-16 that precede Doha no. 28; and Sundar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 9—to Doha no. 10.} 

Of course one can safely conclude that when Sita heard what Trijata had to tell 
her about what Ravana thought of her, she must have blushed and felt highly 
embarrassed. But that was all; she became very angry, and her annoyance was stoked 
further when she recollected the sort of ill treatment she was being subjected to by 
Ravana ever since he had brought her to Lanka, and the way he is trying his best to 
defeat her beloved husband Lord Ram in the war so that he could keep her forever 
against her wishes. This thought filled her heart with repugnance and hate for 
Ravana. | 


So, Wek wat aa AR Ara BTA aT F I g I 
HE Sal UBM BMH NTA IT Te HT ATT Sl I 
Pt oer axe fare aa aifa fa oft fastet wet 3 | 
ara ane Ry ule fate gate dake ass Gas Aer ut ¥ N 


chanda. 


ēhi kē hrdayam basa janaki janaki ura mama basa hai. 1. 
mama udara bhu'ana anéka lagata bana saba kara nasa hai. 2. 
suni bacana harasa bisada mana ati dékhi puni trijatan’ kaha. 3. 
aba marihi ripu ēhi bidhi sunahi sundari tajahi sansaya maha. 4. 


Trijata told Sita: ‘The Lord (Sri Ram) realizes that Janki (Sita) resides in his 
(Ravana’s) heart, and also that the Lord himself lives in the heart of Janki. 

[To wit, Lord Ram knows that Sita lives inside the heart of Ravana as he is 
always thinking of her, while the Lord himself lives in her heart as she is always 
thinking of him.] (Chanda line no. 1) 
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Lord Ram also knows that the whole universe, consisting of countless worlds, resides 
inside his own self (because the entire creation is said to exist within the cosmic body 
of Brahm, the Supreme Being; there is nothing beyond Brahm). 

So therefore, if the Lord shoots an arrow at Ravana’s heart, then the 
consequences would be disastrous for the whole creation—for then everything would 
be destroyed in a fraction of a moment.’ (Chanda line no. 2) 


Hearing these solemn words of Trijata, Sita was overcome with sadness and 
despondency (as she lost all hopes that any means could be devised for eliminating 
her tormentor). 

When Trijata observed Sita’s state of mind of abject despair and dejection, she 
comforted her by proposing a method which Lord Ram might employ to get rid of 
Ravana. So, Trijata said once again to assuage Sita’s anxieties and discomfort: --- 
(Chanda line no. 3) 


‘Oh charming lady (Sundari)! Don’t be so sad, hopeless and despondent; stop 
doubting and becoming so much perplexed about how Ravana would be eliminated. 
Listen to me; I shall tell you now how Lord Ram would ultimately kill his enemy 
(aba marihi ripu ehi bidhi sunahi). (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Put simply it means that if Lord Ram shoots an arrow at Ravana’s heart in 
order to kill him, then it would mean a catastrophic development for the whole 
creation; everything would be ruined. The arrow will make no distinction between the 
good and the bad; it would wot naught whom to spare and whom to kill. It would first 
kill Sita, and then pierce deeper to kill Lord Ram, and the result would be the slaying 
of the entire creation that the Supreme Being cradles in his bosom, a creation that he 
had himself so lovingly created, nourished and protected. The whole purpose of the 
Supreme Being taking the trouble of coming down in the form of Lord Ram, which 
was to eliminate the cruelty perpetrated by the demons so as to afford freedom from 
fear and restoration of happiness for the rest of his creation, would be defeated— 
because the Lord’s arrow would kill one and all without distinction; the demons 
would be eliminated alright, but along with them the rest of the creation would also be 
eliminated, which the Lord surely does not intend to do. ] 


do. pea far ashe fama ole gè aa ear 


aa Tate gaa We ARES WH GAT N ge N 
dona. 


katata sira ho'ihi bikala chuti ja'ihi tava dhyana. 
taba ravanahi hrdaya mahum marihahim ramu sujana. 99. 


When Ravana would become extremely bewildered, confused and disoriented at the 
time when Lord Ram would swiftly go on severing his heads with great rapidity, one 
after another in quick succession, he (Ravana) would feel so distracted and disturbed 
that for certain moments he would forget about you (i.e. he would cease to remember 
you as he would be more concerned about his own safety)—it would be then, during 
those crucial moments of his mental confusion and disorientation, that Lord Ram 
would hit him in his heart with a powerful arrow (to kill him)’. (Doha no. 99) 
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[Note—'This was Trijata’s prediction concerning Ravana’s death in order to comfort 
Sita and somehow sooth her. Did it actually happen as she had foretold? No, not at 
least according to Ram Charit Manas—for we shall read shortly that Lord Ram had 
shot 31 arrows at Ravana during the last moments of the war, out of which 20 arrows 
cut-off Ravana’s twenty arms, 10 arrows severed his ten heads, and the last arrow, the 
31°, struck at Ravana’s navel and dried up the nectar of life that was stored there. This 
killed the demon king. Not a single arrow was aimed by Lord Ram at Ravana’s heart. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 102 along with Chaupai line no. 4 
that follows it.} 

Since Lord Ram had not shot even a single arrow at Ravana’s heart, Trijata’s 
words—that Lord Ram desists from shooting at Ravana’s heart because Sita lives 
there, and she would be gravely injured if the arrow was aimed at Ravana’s heart—is 
upheld to be true. But the real reason as to why Lord Ram did not aim his arrow at 
Ravana’s heart is quite different. So, what is it? 

The answer is that Ravana’s pure conscious ‘self’, known as the ‘soul’ or the 
‘Atma’ that is eternally pure, holy and divine, lived in his heart, and the arrow would 
have killed that soul. Lord Ram’s intention was to free the soul, to grant it liberation 
from the trap of a sinful demon body, and not to harm or kill it. The merciful and kind 
Lord wished to give deliverance to Ravana’s soul instead of condemning it to suffer in 
hell. Hence, the Lord would not aim his arrow at Ravan’a heart where his soul lived, 
and he contrived an alternative method to get rid of Ravana’s sinful demonic body 
that trapped his holy soul inside, so that two problems could be solved 
simultaneously: one was to get rid of the sinful and evil body of a demon, and the 
other was to liberate the holy soul unharmed from the trap of this evil body. 
Therefore, the Lord devised a method of accomplishing both the objectives at one go, 
and it was to first severe Ravana’s heads and arms, and then hit him in his navel in 
order to kill the demonic body, but spare his heart in order to protect his soul from any 
injury. 

But was Trijata completely wrong in saying that Lord Ram would finally 
shoot an arrow at Ravana’s heart to bring about his end? The strange thing is this: 
Trijata was not entirely wrong, though of course she appears to be so if we focus our 
reading only to Ram Charit Manas; for in another version of this marvellously 
wondrous Story of the Ramayan, that of the illustrious sage Veda Vyas’ epic 
‘Adhyatma Ramayan’, we learn that Lord Ram had indeed shot an arrow at Ravana’s 
heart on the advice of Matli, the charioteer of Lord Ram’s chariot that was sent by the 
gods to help in the battle against Ravana—apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 11, verse nos. 61-72. 

So, how do we reconcile these two seemingly contradictory versions? Clearly 
it means that Lord Ram had shot arrows simultaneously at Ravana’s ‘navel’ as well as 
his ‘heart’ to ensure his death. They were done almost at the same time, so fast, so 
swiftly and in quick succession, that the two chroniclers of this legendary history— 
one being Veda Vyas who documented the progress of the war in his classic 
Adhyatma Ramayan, and the other being Goswami Tulsidas who narrated the same 
story in his classic Ram Charit Manas—pointed out the way Ravana was killed 
according to where his attention was focussed at that instant when Ravana was 
actually killed. Obviously, Veda Vyas’s eyes and mind were focused on Ravana’s 
heart, so he attributed his death to Lord Ram’s arrow rupturing his heart, while that of 
Tulsidas were focused on his navel, which made him document that Ravana was 
slayed because Lord Ram’s arrow hit him in the navel. 
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We can therefore safely say that both these two classics, viz. Ram Charit 
Manas of Goswami Tulsidas, and Adhyatma Ramayan of sage Veda Vyas, must be 
read together to get a comprehensive picture of what may have actually transpired at 
that period of time long-long ago, for we discover that there seems to be some sort of 
subtle form of synergy between the two narratives, inasmuch as they compliment each 
other to fill in the dotted lines. 

We conclude that though these two versions may give an impression of 
contradiction—such as in the present instance, because whereas in Adhyatma 
Ramayan it is said that Ravana was killed when Lord Ram hit him in his heart (Lanka 
Kand, Canto 11, verse no. 71), while Ram Charit Manas says he was killed by an 
arrow shot at his navel (Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
103)}—but on close examination it seems that both the things may have happened 
simultaneously: to wit, Lord Ram must have shot arrows aimed at Ravana’s heart as 
well as his navel to ensure that all precautions are taken to make sure that Ravana is 
certainly slayed, for the Lord did not want to take any further risk of playing games 
with him as time was running out, and already all other methods had miserably failed 
to the demon’s life. ] 


do. sta hi aga uifa Gags aft fret Frat waa Ferengi g M 
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caupal. 


asa kahi bahuta bhamti samujhā'ī. puni trijata nija bhavana sidhā'. 1. 
rama subhā'u sumiri baidēhī. upaji biraha bitha ati tehi. 2. 


Trijata used many such words (as narrated in the previous set of verses) to try her best 
to comfort Sita, encouraging her to have patience and faith; thereafter, she went home. 


(1) 


Meanwhile, Sita’s grief and the agony of separation from her beloved Lord Ram 
increased manifold times as she remembered the kind and gracious nature of the 
Lord'. (2) 


[Note—'Trijata had just a while ago told Sita that she has a special place in the heart 
of Ravana, which put simply means that he adores her—apropos: Chaupai line no. 13 
that precedes Doha no. 99. Sita knew that Lord Ram too adored her; so what then was 
the difference? Sita contemplated this aspect deep inside her own mind and heart, and 
came to the conclusion that Lord Ram was her true well-wisher and lover. There was 
a stark difference between Lord Ram and Ravana, though both of them enshrined Sita 
in their hearts. While Ravana had treated her roughly, given her nothing but pain and 
misery, and had forcibly taken her away from her husband, Lord Ram on the other 
hand had always taken care that Sita never found any cause for grief and feeling sad 
for any reason even during the troublesome time they had spent in the forest— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede 
Doha no. 141; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 142. 

The mutual sense of unbound love and profound affection between Lord Ram 
and Sita was deep-rooted and eternal, for it went back to long days ago when they 
first met in Janakpur, prior to their marriage; she had fervently prayed to gods and 
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goddesses so that she could marry the Lord’, and at the time when Lord Ram was 
preparing to go to the forest she had voluntarily decided to accompany him, staking 
all her reputation, loyalty and devotion for it, as well as determinedly forgoing all 
concerns for her comfort and safety’. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, “Baal Kand, (i) 
Chaupai line no. | that precedes Doha no. 228—to Sortha / Doha no. 236; (ii) Doha 
no. 248 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it; (iii) Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 257—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 259; "Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 58—to Doha no. 69.} 

This was not at all the case with Ravana; Sita loathed him and cursed him as is 
evident on many occasions. First was at the time of her abduction by Ravana—tefer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 13 that precedes Doha no. 28—to 
Doha no. 29 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-6, 24 that precede it. 

The other such occasion was when Ravana tries to cajole Sita to surrender 
before his pervert wishes—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-9 that precede Doha no. 9. 

And Ravana had openly ordered the female demons who were appointed to 
guard her to torment her as much as they pleased—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Doha no. 10 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-9 that precede it. 

To wit, it is obvious without doubt that Sita’s pained heart longed ever so 
much for her beloved Lord Ram, and the more she remembered him the more her 
agony arising out of her separation from the Lord increased, and it further stoked the 
fire of her grief and misery. 

During the long days of her captivity in Lanka, she had become very forlorn 
and reconciled to her doomed fate; her senses were dulled and rarely would she 
respond to anyone talking to her. But when Trijata came with the news of the battle, 
and how Lord Ram was so near yet so far from liberating her from captivity as all his 
efforts to kill Ravana, her tormentor, were failing, Sita sank in a pool of despair and 
despondency. She was once again reminded of Lord Ram, and this pleasant memory 
stoked her emotions afresh and made her extremely sentimental. 

Even Ravana’s own spy named Suk had acknowledged about Lord Ram’s 
exceptionally gracious and kind nature when he had tried to persuade Ravana to end 
hostility with the Lord—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 
5 that precedes Doha no. 57. 

So, Sita was not alone to be overcome with emotions while remembering the 
most gracious and kind nature of Lord Ram, for besides Suk we read that even 
Vibhishan and Hanuman were also overwhelmed when they recalled the Lord’s 
nature during their first meeting in Lanka—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 7—to Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 8.] 


fafate afate Fafa ag atit apt ae og arfa a treat 3 M 
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nisihi sasihi nindati bahu bhamti. juga sama bha'i sirati na rati. 3. 
karati bilapa manahirh mana bhari. rama biraham janaki dukhari. 4. 


She reproached the night! and the moon’ in various ways, lamenting that the night 
seems to get longer and longer without end’. (3) 
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Janki (Sita) wailed and lamented internally, quietly weeping and grieving silently in 
many ways, for she was overwhelmed with an intolerable agony of separation from 
Lord Ram. (4) 


[Note—'Trijata had told Sita that the war for her liberation was in its final leg, and 
that if all goes well then Lord Ram would succeed in slaying Ravana by shooting him 
in his heart—apropos: Doha no. 99 herein above. This made Sita so anxious and 
worried that an hour of the night seemed as an age for her. 


*The ‘moon’ is said to aggravate the agony of separation between two lovers; when 
they look up at the moon the lovers sigh and wail intolerably. Even Lord Ram had 
been emotional under the light of the full moon when he had remembered Sita after 
their first meeting in the garden of Janakpur—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 237—to Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 238. 

Meanwhile, the presence of the ‘moon’ indicates that it was a moonlight night, 
and not a dark night. ] 
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jaba ati bhaya'u biraha ura dahu. pharaké'u bama nayana aru bāhū. 5. 
saguna bicari dhari mana dhira. aba milihahirn krpala raghubira. 6. 


When the pain and agony of separation from her beloved husband Lord Ram became 
too much for her to bear, burning her heart and tormenting her much, at that moment 
the left side of her body began to flutter voluntarily (which is considered a good sign, 
an auspicious omen for a woman’). (5) 


Taking note of this auspicious sign, Sita felt comforted and pleased inside her heart, 
concluding that surely now all her miseries would come to an end soon, and she will 
be able to meet the merciful Lord Raghubir (“krpala raghubira”; Lord Ram). (60 


[Note—'When the left side of a woman’s body flutters, it is regarded as a good sign, 
but in a male it is regarded as a bad omen. The reverse is also true: if the right side of 
a woman’s body flutters it is bad for her, but for a man it is a good omen. ] 
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9. 


Here meanwhile, Ravana regained his senses around midnight’. As soon as he 
realized what had happened, he began to reproach his charioteer. (7) 


Ravana scolded him: ‘Oh you fool; why did you make me leave the battle-field. Woe 
betide you, oh you contemptible and dumb-witted fellow (for you have given me a 
bad name for having escaped from the battle-field like a coward, for having 
succumbed to my enemy like a weakling, for having fallen down in battle while my 
enemy remained standing on his legs).”’ (8) 


The charioteer fell down at Ravana’s feet to beg forgiveness, and explained in 
different ways the reason why he had done what he did’. 

As soon as the day dawned", Ravana made all haste to mount the chariot and 
dash to the battle ground. (9) 


[Note—'We will recall that Ravana had become unconscious and fell down when 
Jamvant, the bear chief, had kicked him hard in his chest. Ravana’s charioteer had 
thought it fit and prudent to bring him back to Lanka, especially as it was getting dark 
and the battle for the day was to come to an end, and there was neither any sense nor 
was it safe to remain in the battle-field any longer. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 15 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 98 
herein above. } 


“It is regarded as a great dishonour and ignominy for a valiant warrior to fall down in 
the battle-field during a duel, and being carried away to safety by someone else. He 
would rather die than do this; he would prefer to walk on his two legs back to his 
camp inspite of being wounded, than being carried away like a sac by someone else. 

Never in his long career had Ravana experienced this objectionable situation. 
So therefore, as soon as he regained his senses and came to know what had happened, 
he got angry with his charioteer. 


`The charioteer explained to Ravana the circumstances under which he was left with 
no other choice but to bring him back inside the fort of Lanka. He was gravely 
wounded and lying as if dead; night was fast approaching and the day’s battle was to 
end nevertheless; and in the dark of the night it was very dangerous to remain lying 
unconscious in the middle of the battle-field, surrounded by enemies, for the majority 
of the demons were killed, and the few remaining had fled in terror as soon as they 
saw Ravana falling down. Besides this, the charioteer explained, he was merely doing 
his duty to bring his lord back to safety in the prevailing circumstances. 
Ravana felt satisfied with this explanation, and he excused the charioteer. 


“This was the 8" day of the war; Ravana would be killed on this day as would be clear 
from a careful analysis of the narration of the war as described in this book ‘Ram 
Charit Manas’. Each night’s break during the war has been clearly marked at different 
points in the narrative, but after the battle commenced on the 8" day there is no 
mention of any other break between this day’s battle and the commencement of the 
next day’s battle. We find that a continuity is maintained while describing the ferocity 
of the battle which commenced as soon as the sun rose on the 8"" day of the war till 
the time of death of Ravana’s death, as narrated from this present Chaupai line no. 9 
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to Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 103. It simply implies that according to 
Ram Charit Manas, Ravana died on the 8" day of the war.] 
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suni agavanu dasanana kērā. kapidala kharabhara bhaya'u ghanera. 10. 
jaham taham bhidhara bitapa upari. dha'é katakata'i bhata bhari. 11. 


Hearing that Ravana had arrived on the battle-field, there was a great turmoil amongst 
the rank and file of the army of monkeys and bears’. (10) 


They immediately grabbed whatever huge rocks and trees they could lay their hands 
on, and gnashing and grinding their teeth, they dashed forward to meet (intercept) 
him. (11) 


[Note—'Why was there turmoil in the monkey army? The reason is this: 

Last evening they had seen Ravana sinking down unconscious, as if dead, and 
then being carried away like a corpse by his charioteer. So they had deduced that 
either he was dead, and that would be the end of the war, or in case he survived then 
he was surely so gravely wounded that he will take some time to recover. 

But they had least expected that Ravana would emerge so quickly on the 
battle-field so early in the morning that it seemed he had beaten the rays of the sun in 
the hurry to reach the ground; he was in his prime fighting mode, and looked most 
ferocious by his appearance, raging and ranting wildly with a determination for 
revenge. The monkeys and bears were therefore caught unawares; they scrambled for 
their weapons and dashed out to meet the challenge in order to intercept Ravana 
before he comes too close to their camp, as then it would be disastrous for all of 
them. ] 
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chanda. 


dhā'ē jo markata bikata bhalu karala kara bhudhara dhara. 1. 
ati kopa karahim prahara marata bhaji calé rajanicara. 2. 
bicala'i dala balavanta kisanha ghéri puni ravanu liyo. 3. 

cahum disi capétanhi mari nakhanhi bidari tanu byākula kiyo. 4. 


The monkeys and bears who had dashed forward to intercept Ravana and his demon 
army, were most formidable by their demeanours and fierce in their attack; they had 
grabbed huge mountain-like rocks and boulders as they rushed to intercept the enemy. 
(Chanda line no. 1) 
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They attacked the enemy with vehement anger, hitting it hard and with such great 
violence that the demon warriors could not face the ferocity of the assault, and fled 
from the field in terror. (Chanda line no. 2) 


After successfully scattering the demon warriors who accompanied Ravana, leaving 
him all to himself and unprotected, the strong and valorous monkeys and bears then 
surrounded him from all the sides. (Chanda line no. 3) 


The monkey and bear army attacked Ravana from all sides; biting him, kicking him, 
cuffing, slapping, thrashing and pounding him so violently all at once, and in all 
possible ways they could devise, that the poor demon king felt cornered and helpless; 
he became extremely agitated, feeling perplexed and exasperated, as he could not 
understand how to respond to this sudden burst of violence that completely dazed 
him. (Chanda line no. 4) 
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dekhi maha markata prabala ravana kinha bicara. 
antarahita hō'i nimisa mahum krta maya bistara. 100. 


When Ravana found himself surrounded by a ferocious army of monkey and bears 
who were determined to tear him apart, he decided that the best course of action for 
him now was to use the magical tricks, known as ‘Maya’, he was expert in’. 

With that purpose in mind, he first quickly made himself invisible, and then he 
created an illusion of a vastly horrifying scene all over the battle-field which would 
scare off his attackers and completely confound them. (Doha no. 100) 


[Note—'This is the third time that Ravana has employed his Maya to deflect the 
ferocious attack of monkeys and bears. The other two occasions when Ravana had 
employed his magical tricks are narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) Doha 
no. 88; Chaupai line nos. 6-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 89; and 
again in (ii) Doha no. 95—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 97. 

During the first occasion, Ravana’s Maya created an illusion that made the 
monkey and bear warriors see the demon army as consisting of countless numbers of 
Lord Ram and his brother Laxman, instead of the demon warriors. To wit, all the 
demons appeared to be images of the two brothers, a sight which would obviously 
confuse the monkeys and bears. 

On the second occasion however, there appeared to be countless Ravanas in 
the battle-field. That also was intended to utterly bewilder the monkeys and bears. 

In both the cases we find that Ravana had employed his skills at creating an 
illusion when he found himself alone and surrounded by ferocious monkeys and bears 
who were attacking him from all the sides. 

This is the third such occasion where Ravana once again uses his skills at 
Maya when he found himself besieged. On this occasion, he created a terrible sight of 
ghosts, phantoms, ogres, fiends, spirits and hobgoblins rampaging through the battle 
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ground, howling, roaring, screaming and dancing and stomping in a macabre and 
blood-curdling scenario of death and destruction, which was further magnified by 
appearance of fire everywhere. This hair-raising and horrific scene would naturally 
stun and terrify the army of Lord Ram, stopping it from attacking Ravana any 
further.] 


Bo, a he ale wes | Ag We sig Was g i 
Aaa Yet AETA aT at Ty ARTA 2 N 
TAT TS HAT | Woh ATT ATT HUTT N 3 N 
cat Gel Gita Ut arate Hes AE ATU YU 


chanda. 


jaba kinha tēhim pasanda. bha'ē pragata jantu pracanda. 1. 
bētāla bhuta pisaca. kara dharém dhanu naraca. 2. 

jogini gahém karabala. ēka hatha manuja kapala. 3. 

kari sadya sonita pana. nacahim karahim bahu gana. 4. 


When he (Ravana) spread his spell of delusions and deceit in the battle-field, a 
fantastic scene of illusions was created. Horrifying creatures with terrible 
countenances and demeanours were produced instantly. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Phantoms, ghosts and hobgoblins of all sorts were created. They held bows and 
arrows in their hands, and danced the dance-of-death and destruction on the battle 
ground. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Female ogres, holding a sword in one hand’ and a hollowed out human skull in the 
other hand, danced and sang in merriment as they drank fresh warm blood collected in 
the upturned skulls*. (Chanda line nos. 3-4) 


[Note—'The word “karabala” in line no. 3 has two meanings: It may mean a ‘sword 
held in the hand’, and it may also mean ‘a child held in the hand’. The latter meaning 
would imply that these female ogres held their young-ones in one hand, while they 
held the hollow skull to collect blood in the other hand. Then, when blood was 
collected in this skull-like pot, they would let her child drink some of it, and drink the 
rest of it herself. 


“It seemed that they had been cutting-off the heads of warriors with their swords from 
which blood dripped, and used the hollowed out skulls to collect the flowing blood 
which they drank. This made them so happy that they danced and sang in the battle- 
field, enjoying the feast and rejoicing at the prospect of an abundant supply of victuals 
in the form of fresh flesh to satisfy their hunger, and warm blood as drink to quench 
their thirst. 

A similar abominable, abhorable, repulsive and macabre scene of rivers of 
blood and the horrible dance of death has been described earlier too in Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chanda line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 87—to Chanda 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 88.] 
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ge Ure aes ae ite oft aft aes STNG UI 
ya Wg wate GM ae A HA WATT S N 

We wile ache oft vag ara café onf on 
UU ferent SAT Urey LUPT APT Ae ATT Ul 2 N 


dharu maru bolahim ghora. rahi piri dhuni cahunř Gra. 5. 
mukha ba'i dhavahim khana. taba lagé kisa parana. 6. 
jaham jahirn markata bhagi. taham barata dékhahirh agi. 7. 
bha'ē bikala banara bhalu. puni lāga barasai balu. 8. 


The abominable and fearful creatures that appeared all over the battle-field were 
shouting in a terrifying way, ‘catch hold and kill’. Their howls and chilling cries 
resounded in all the directions’. (Chanda line no. 5) 


They opened their mouths wide and ran behind the monkeys and bears in order to 
grab and eat them alive, whereat the terrified fellows ran helter-skelter to save 
themselves”. (Chanda line no. 6) 


Wherever the monkeys and bears ran to escape and hide from the assault of the 
devilish fiends who rushed after them, they found themselves facing raging fire which 
blocked their way. (Chanda line no. 7) 


The horrified monkeys and bears were agitated and utterly confounded. Their misery 
was compounded when sand suddenly began raining over them, thereby effectively 
blinding their sight’. (Chanda line no. 8) 


[Note—'The ugly ogres, phantoms, ghosts and goblins ran behind the terrified 
monkeys and bears in order to catch them and eat them up, either alive or dead. These 
fiends and devilish creatures had wide open mouths, were swinging swords from 
which blood dripped, had bows strung tight and arrows mounted on them, aiming at 
the fleeing warriors, and they were gesticulating wildly and shouting terribly as they 
lunged towards the mortified monkeys and bears. 

Remember: It was an illusion created by Ravana, but it was so perfect in its 
form that everything seemed very real and true. 

It is a replication of the scene described earlier in the war—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 53. 


*When Kumbhakaran had entered the battle-field, a similar scene unfolded; he too had 
a most fearful body; he too had rushed forward madly with open mouth and hands 
extended to grab whoever he could lay his hands on, and then put the terrified victims 
in his cavernous mouth in order to devour them in hordes. The horrified monkeys and 
bears had scattered here and there as fast as they could run, trying to escape the 
colossus demon. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that 
precede Doha no. 67; and Doha no. 69.} 


*Earlier too, when Meghanad had spread his Maya on the battle-field, he too had 
created this scenario of blood, flesh, bone-marrow, intestines and sand raining down 
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from the sky to terrify, blind and totally confound the monkey and bear warriors on 
the ground. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that 
precede Doha no. 67.} 


We de fea a ata ists sgh cada eu 
SAT HUT AAA | MT Maer AT TAT Ul Yo I 

Bl UA Stas lots qe a VA Ul Vel 

Ue fafa wat act att ate abe ue ARN R I 


jaham taham thakita kari kisa. garjé'u bahuri dasasisa. 9. 
lachimana kapisa samēta. bha'ē sakala bira acéta. 10. 

ha rama ha raghunatha. kahi subhata mijahim hatha. 11. 
ēhi bidhi sakala bala tori. tehim kinha kapata bahori. 12. 


Stupefying and wearing out the monkeys and bears so much that they stood utterly 
transfixed and dazed at the very place they found themselves in, being unable to move 
and unable to decide what to and what not to do, the ten-headed monster Ravana 
thundered derisively. (Chanda line no. 9) 


Even Sugriv (the chief of the monkeys) and Laxman (the younger brother of Lord 
Ram) too became confounded and lost their bearings, alongside the rest of the 
monkey warriors. (Chanda line no. 10) 


Crying out ‘Oh Lord Ram; Oh Lord Raghubir’ (to seek the Lord’s help), the valiant 
watriors wrung their hands in abject frustration and despair. (Chanda line no. 11) 


In this way, having first crushed the valour and morale of the mighty warriors and 
nullifying their superior strength, he (Ravana) unleashed a fresh round of delusory 
tricks that would further aggravate the confoundedness of his enemy. [And what did 
he do? We shall read it in the next set of verses below.] (Chanda line no. 12) 


wreta faget STAM | aT TS TTA N 83 N 
fre m a ag vag fafa oer as N Ox UI 
ARG NE Vt AS | Heels US FSS 24 I 
ae fafa ote forts vate Get RART I VE N 


pragatesi bipula hanumana. dhā'ē gahé pasana. 13. 
tinha ramu ghéré ja'i. cahuni disi barūtha banā'i. 14. 
marahu dharahu jani jā'i. katakatahim pūmtcha utha'i. 15. 
daham disi lamigira biraja. tēhim madhya kosalaraja. 16. 


He (Ravana) created an illusion of a large number of Hanumans who held huge 
mountain-like rocks and boulders in their hands. (Chanda line no. 13) 
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These false forms of Hanuman formed large groups and dashed towards Lord Ram to 
surround him from all sides. (Chanda line no. 14) 


They raised their tails and swirled them in the air, gnashing their teeth and shrieking: 
‘Kill him (Lord Ram); go and catch hold of him so that he does not escape’. (Chanda 
line no. 15) 


The effect of this illusion created by Ravana was that the Lord of Kaushal (i.e. Lord 
Ram) was surrounded on all the sides by these fictitious images of Hanuman waving 
their long tails, and seemingly baying for the Lord’s blood’. (Chanda line no. 16) 


[Note—'In a similar situation created by Meghanad earlier, Lord Ram had smiled and 
shot an arrow that ruptured this veil of delusions, clearing the ground of all fake 
forms—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede 
Doha no. 52. 

In another scene reminiscent of what happened now, Ravana had created an 
illusion whereby numerous forms of his own self were mysteriously produced in the 
battle-field all of a sudden, and these fake Ravanas rushed angrily to catch and kill the 
monkeys and bears. At that time too, Lord Ram had shot an arrow to put an end to this 
deceit—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 96—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 97. 

The only apparent difference between the instance cited above and the present 
scenario is that in the former case the false forms were of Ravana himself, and these 
fictitious Ravanas had lunged ferociously at the monkeys and bears to terrify them 
and make them flee, whilst in the present case the fictitious forms are that of 
Hanuman, Lord Ram’s most trusted aide, and the worst is that Hanuman has begun 
attacking his own Lord. 

Ravana was very clever in deciding to use ‘Hanuman’s fictitious form’ to 
confuse Lord Ram. He knew how much the Lord trusted and loved Hanuman, and 
when he discovers that the same Hanuman is now attacking him from all sides, it is 
sure, so thought Ravana, that the Lord would be taken aback, being extremely 
shocked and stunned to see that even Hanuman had become his mortal enemy; and 
this would so much confound and perplex the Lord that for quite some time he would 
be rendered senseless and unable to decide what to do. The time Lord Ram remains 
indecisive and inactive because of this unexpected shocker would be a boon for 
Ravana as, for one, it would give the demon king the much needed breathing time 
during which he would collect his wits together and plan a new strategy for the attack, 
and two, it would demoralize and confuse the Lord’s own army. 

So, what will Lord Ram do now; how will he respond to this new threat 
created by Ravana? The answer is found herein below in Chanda line nos. 4-5 that 
precede Doha no. 101.] 


5o. Afe Wea HAE Tat aM A ATT A g I 
Wy SRT Stic Hl AT AL ET ATTN N R 1 
WY cha aa Aa Bt A Add WA AA AT Het | 3 | 
Taste wens aie nthe Pee as ATT BT %1 


chanda. 
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tehim madhya kosalaraja sundara syama tana sobha lahi. 1. 

janu indradhanusa anéka ki bara bari tunga tamalahi. 2. 

prabhu dékhi harasa bisada ura sura badata jaya jaya jaya kari. 3. 
raghubira ékahim tira kopi nimésa mahum maya hari. 4. 


The handsome and beauteous form of the Lord of Kaushal (i.e. Lord Ram), as he 
stood surrounded by images of Hanuman waving their long tails over him, gave the 
impression of a colourful panorama where a tall and dark-coloured catechu tree 
(tunga tamalaht) stands majestically in the midst of many colourful rainbows that 
form a bower or a parasol over it'. (Chanda line nos. 1-2) 


This bewitching sight of the Lord filled the gods with a mixture of joy and sorrow’ as 
they applauded the Lord in unison, saying repeatedly: ‘Hail Lord Ram; Glory be to 
you; Victory to you.’ (Chanda line no. 3) 


Meanwhile, the brave Lord of the Raghus (“raghubira”; Lord Ram) angrily shot one 
single arrow by which all the illusions and deceits created by Ravana were 
eliminated’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'In this imagery, Lord Ram is likened to the catechu tree because of his dark 
complexion; the many Hanumans that surrounded the Lord appeared like the tall 
hedge erected around this tree to protect it, and his long waving tails that covered the 
Lord appeared like the many rainbows that are formed in the sky in such a way that 
they form a canopy over this tree. 


“Why were the gods happy as well as sorrowful at the same time? They marvelled at 
the beautiful sight that unfolded before them as described herein above; they were 
happy to see the beautiful form of Lord Ram, and they were sure that the Lord would 
soon remove this delusion as he had done on previous occasions. So therefore there 
was no cause of worry. 

Even though they assured themselves that everything would be fine, yet they 
was an underlying cause of fear and uncertainty in their hearts, because of two 
primary reasons: one, it was a ‘war’, and in a war nothing could be predicted with 
certainty; and two, they knew the might of Ravana, that he was no ordinary adversary, 
and that he could do many unimaginable and nasty things about which no one can be 
certain about. Hence, this factor of uncertainty, coupled with Ravana’s formidable 
reputation, made the gods a bit restless and anxious. The gods were sorry that their 
beloved Lord Ram had had to suffer so much for their sake. 


*Ealier too, whenever magical spells of illusions and deceits were employed in the 
battle-field by the demon warriors Meghanad and Ravana, Lord Ram had shot a single 
arrow to cut through these veils of delusions created by them—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 52 (in case of 
Meghanad); and (ii) Chanda line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 89; and Doha no. 96 
along with Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it.] 


Tren Rara cafe ara eee face Prt ats ae fae y | 
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m Prat ore TH Tas arg far oft ate Fie gu 
shm Wat Gat AR sch Hea Vt maA 19 | 
aa ae ane Fara afa as deft one a wadi e N 


maya bigata kapi bhalu harasé bitapa giri gahi saba phire. 5. 
sara nikara charé rama ravana bahu sira puni mahi giré. 6. 
Srirama ravana samara carita anéka kalpa jō gavahim. 7. 
sata sesa sarada nigama kabi té'u tadapi para na pavahim. 8. 


No sooner than this Maya created by Ravana was eliminated, the monkeys and bears 
felt exhilarated and rejuvenated. They grabbed huge rocks and trees with renewed 
enthusiasm, and returned to the frontline of the battle-field (from where they had fled 
a little while ago). (Chanda line no. 5) 


In the mean time, Lord Ram shot a fresh volley of arrows which cut-off Ravana’s 
heads and arms all over again, making them fall on the ground. (Chanda line no. 6) 


The war that was fought between Lord Ram and Ravana, and the unbelievable actions 
that were taken and deeds done during its course, were so astounding, fascinating and 
astonishing that they can’t be sufficiently narrated or described even if thousands of 
Seshnaths (celestial serpents with their thousands of tongues), goddesses Sharada (the 
goddess of speech and knowledge), the Vedas (ancient scriptures reputed for their 
skills in narrating in fine details even the most subtle of things), and a legend of 
renowned bards and poets would gather together and pool their skills to do it; none 
would be able to, either on their own or in a concert with each other, would ever be 
able to fathom its depth or its expanse’. (Chanda line nos. 7-8) 


[Note—'To wit, the Epic War of Lanka, fought betwixt Lord Ram and Ravana, has 
been described by so many countless poets, bards and chroniclers down the ages, but 
none had been able to claim that his narration is exhaustive and comprehensive. Each 
narrator had done his best, but still the narration was incomplete. 

The idea is that the narrative that we read at present is one of the many 
versions by which this legendary story has been described. The war was of an epic 
proportion, and the like of which never occurred in this world, either aforetime or ever 
after. | 


Glo, Ach WA He He gu gaT | 
Fatt Fst Tet STAT A ATS SSE ARTA I 0k (H)U 
AÈ fat IST AN AY Ald A Me ARR | 
WY miga at fg AM are Sha Hea Il 20k (A) 
doha. 
take guna gana kachu kahé jaramati tulasidasa. 


jimi nija bala anurūpa tē machi ura'i akasa. 101 (a). 
katé sira bhuja bara bahu marata na bhata lankésa. 
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prabhu krirata sura sid'dha muni byakula dékhi kalésa. 101 (b). 


That epic war has been narrated to some extent by Tulsidas (the poet who wrote this 
classic Book named ‘Ram Charit Manas’) according to his limited abilities, as he 
lacks the skills of a competent poet or narrator to do proper justice to this epic 
legendary Story. 

Nevertheless, his attempt is just like a mosquito or an insect that tries to fly in 
the sky to reach a height according to its ability’. (Doha no. 101-a) 


Meanwhile, the valorous and invincible Lord of Lanka (“bhata lañkēsa”; Ravana) 
would not die even after his heads and arms were chopped-off repeatedly. 

This was a play that Lord Ram was playing in the battle-field, but this play 
made the gods and mystics (who were watching the proceedings from their stations in 
the sky) worried and anxious’. (Doha no. 101-b) 


[Note—'A similar idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 91. 


?The gods and the rest became worried and exasperated because it seemed that the 
war would drag endlessly on, without an end in sight. They were becoming anxious as 
Lord Ram had so far failed to kill their tormentor, the demon king Ravana. They were 
worried that in case the worst happens, that Ravana manages to evade death and Lord 
Ram too becomes weary of trying to kill him by-and-by, and he finally decides to end 
the war by making some kind of compromise, then all the planning and hopes of the 
gods of getting rid of Ravana would come shattering down like a house of cards. 

They feared that in case Ravana somehow survived this war, he would not 
only become truly invincible, but would certainly also unleash his fiery revenge upon 
the gods and sages, with aggravated fury and viciousness, to punish them for teaming 
against him and asking Lord Vishnu to come down as Lord Ram to kill him. 

This prospect sent shivers down their spines as they found that the war is 
dragging on endlessly, for they remembered how they were beaten and ill-treated by 
Ravana earlier, a precursor to a worse future to come. ] 


alo, mea Sete ate Wars | Fah wis cry city siferenres Ul g N 
mg q Ry sre sas forse a farses aA Wat SGT N 2 UI 


caupa’. 


katata barhahim sisa samuda’. jimi prati labha lobha adhika’l. 1. 
mara'i na ripu Srama bhaya'u bisésa. rama bibhisana tana taba dékha. 2. 


His (Ravana’s) heads went on multiplying and replacing themselves rapidly the more 
they were cut-off (by Lord Ram) in the same way as greed and rapacity for gain and 
profit go on increasing exponentially with each success or each reward attained in 
one’s endeavours towards fulfillment of his desires or objectives’. (1) 


The enemy couldn’t be vanquished and got rid of in this conventional manner (of 
cutting of heads), and this prospect worried and confounded Lord Ram immensely, 
for by this time he was getting weary of repeatedly trying this method in vain’. 


4398 


Amazed and perplexed at this uncommon development, Lord Ram glanced at 
Vibhishan’. (2) 


[Note—'To wit, the more a person gains something that he wants, the more his efforts 
bear fruits towards achieving his objectives, the more profits he makes by doing 
something, the more success he achieves in his enterprise, the more he would want to 
have it; for the endless sky seems to be the end for desires, yearnings and needs, and 
there is verily no end to greed and rapacity for they are never ever contented. 

The idea is that Ravana’s heads went on increasing exponentially in numbers 
the more they were cut by Lord Ram. There seemed to be no end to re-growth of 
newer heads on his body; for no sooner was one set chopped off than a new crop of 
heads sprang up on his shoulders. 


*Lord Ram was tired of shooting arrows and chopping heads and arms of Ravana, for 
this strategy proved in vain. He thought to himself, bemused and perplexed: “It’s so 
wondrous that Ravana’s heads grow like mushrooms in the rainy season, as the more I 
cut them the more they grow, and as rapidly as they are cut. Hence, I have to devise 
some other device to eliminate Ravana, for it is a waste of time and effort trying to 
kill him by cutting off his heads repeatedly. What am I to do now?” 

Then the Lord glanced at Vibhishan who was standing by his side, in the hope 
of any hint, any help from him. 


*Why did Lord Ram look at Vibhishan? The Lord was out of his wits in trying to 
eliminate Ravana by trying all conventional methods that one would normally think of 
by which someone can be killed, which was to cut off Ravana’s head; but 
unfortunately and mysteriously all such attempts had failed. So the Lord glanced at 
Vibhishan to explore the possibility of his confiding some secret way to circumvent 
this hurdle in eliminating Ravana, because the Lord rightly guessed, as will be seen 
shortly, that Vibhishan must be privy to some secret formula to help rid Ravana as he 
was his sibling, his younger brother, and so it could be correctly guessed that he might 
know certain things which others didn’t. 

Here, Lord Ram also wished to test Vibhishan’s vows of loyalty and 
submission to him, for now if Vibhishan helped the Lord to kill his own brother it 
would certainly prove his allegiance and fidelity towards his new Master; otherwise a 
huge question mark would be there regarding his real intentions in coming to join 
Lord Ram’s camp against his brother Ravana, which would put all his proclamations 
and assertions regarding his submission before the Lord under a dark cloud of doubt. 

Remember: Lord Ram was no ordinary prince; he was an incarnation or a 
manifestation of the Supreme Being himself. This being the case, it is not possible 
that things were hidden from him, as the Lord is “all-knowing and omniscient 
(sarabagya)”, a virtue that Vibhishan himself would acknowledge in verse no. 4 
herein below. But the Lord did not kill Ravana even though he knew the way he 
should be killed, but waited till Vibhishan would disclose this method to him. Why? 
Because the Lord wanted to test Vibhishan’s honesty and sincerity regarding his loud 
proclamations and vows of loyalty, allegiance, devotion, faith and submission towards 
the Lord—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 45. 

Why did Lord Ram have cause for doubt in Vibhishan? Well, the answer is 
this: The war had been going on for so many days; repeated attempts by Lord Ram to 
slay Ravana by cutting off his head and hands have failed, and yet Vibhishan kept 
silent. Why didn’t Vibhishan disclose the method by which Ravana could be slayed? 
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Did he actually not want him dead; was he playing some game with the Lord? Was 
his real and secret desire was to wear out Lord Ram so much that ultimately the Lord 
would wish to save his face by making a compromise deal of some sort with Ravana, 
which would ensure that Lord Ram got back his wife Sita, and the demon king too 
survived. Did Vibhishan not want his brother to he killed? In this scenario, what 
would be the fate of Vibhishan? He hoped that Lord Ram would stand by his words of 
accepting him unconditionally”, and so he would take him back to his own kingdom 
of Ayodhya. {" Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 43—to Doha no. 44; and Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha 
no. 48.} 

So therefore, Lord Ram wished to give Vibhishan the chance to prove himself, 
to show that he was honest when he had pledged his loyalty and faith in the Lord. 

There is another spin to this episode: Lord Ram wished to give credit—or 
rather a ‘discredit’—for the slaying of Ravana to Vibhishan, for he would go down in 
history as a betrayer of his own clan, an ignominious appendage to someone’s 
character and a dark taint in reputation that would stick to him as long as he would 
live. Lord Ram had a subtle message for the world: that simply being, or claiming to 
be the Lord’s devotee, as Vibhishan surely did, would not absolve a person of the 
wrongs he had done. 

This deep scar of betraying one’s family and brother, the guilt of treason and 
disloyalty towards one’s own country and race, the bad quality of selfishness that 
would lead Vibhishan to disclose the secret by which his own elder brother would be 
killed, for only when Ravana was out of the way would he get the throne of Lanka, 
stuck to him so fast down the ages that no one names a child born in the family by his 
name, as ‘Vibhishan’—though Lord Ram’s other devotees such as Hanuman, Angad 
etc. who had helped him in this epic war did lend their names to new-born babies 
down the path of history. 


SAT HTT AL Shit SST | AT WY BT ae it TÄT I 3 1 
Tl RTT AI Aah | aA A AA gah UX UI 


uma kala mara jakim icha. so prabhu jana kara priti paricha. 3. 
sunu sarabagya caracara nayaka. pranatapala sura muni sukhadayaka. 4. 


[Lord Shiva said to his consort goddess Uma, who was listening to this fascinating 
story in rapt attention:-] 


‘Oh Uma! The Lord whose mere wish can cause the end of Death itself, was testing 
the affection and vows of loyalty and allegiance that Vibhishan had proclaimed in his 
favour (when he had met Hanuman earlier, as well as at the time of seeking the Lord’s 
protection when he was kicked out by Ravana)’. (3) 


Vibhishan understood Lord Ram’s intention, and so he submitted: ‘Oh Lord who is 
all-knowing and omniscient (Sarabagya), who is the Lord of both the animate as well 
as the inanimate aspects of this creation (Caracara nayaka), who is the protector of 
those who have surrendered before you (pranatapala), and who is a bestower of 
happiness and joy to the gods and sages (Sura muni sukhadayaka). (4) 
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[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (a) Hanuman’s meeting with 
Vibhishan: Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precedes Doha no. 7; (b) Vibhishan being 
kicked out by Ravana: (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 
39; (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 40—to Doha no. 41; and (iii) Doha 
no. 45. 

To wit, Lord Ram was testing whether or not Vibhishan was sincere and 
honest in his proclamations of allegiance and devotion to Lord Ram, or did he have 
some other secret agenda in his mind. It would be clear now. The Lord wanted to 
ascertain if Vibhishan was a pretender, or whether he was truthful. | 


wes Free oe aah ATT PAST Wey Tet ATH UG N 
Ord fastest Tat HUTT (aa WS HC AMT HAT N G I 


nabhikunda piyUsa basa yakem. natha ji'ata ravanu bala takém. 5. 
sunata bibhisana bacana krpala. harasi gahé kara bana karala. 6. 


The nectar or the elixir that bestows life to him (Ravana) is stored in his navel. Oh 
Lord; it is on its strength that Ravana has managed to live (survive) for so long'.’ (5) 


Upon hearing these words of Vibhishan, the Lord who is merciful, gracious and kind 
(krpala)’, felt glad? and lifted a fierce arrow in his hand. (6) 


[Note—'According to Yoga philosophy, the region of the navel is the location of the 
“Nabhi Chakra”, a center of energy that forms the base of life inside the body of a 
creature. It is also called the “Manipur Chakra”; it is shaped like a gem and is 
surrounded by the network of Naadis (nerves) called solar plexus. It is also the site of 
the Sun’s solar energy that focuses on at this point. 

Refer also to Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 11, verse nos. 
53-54. 

There are said to be five subtle energy centers in the body of a living being; 
they are called the ‘Chakras’, or circles of energy. Each of these Chakras is associated 
with one primary element of Nature, of which there are five in number, such as the 
earth, the water, the fire, the air and the sky elements, in ascending order of subtlety 
and descending order of grossness. 

Now, let us briefly acquaint ourselves with these ‘Chakras’. (a) The lower part 
of the body has the ‘Muladhar Chakra’, or the root plexus where the ‘earth element’ is 
dominant. (b) Rising above, the next is the ‘Swadisthan Chakra’, or the sacrum region 
or the sacral plexus where water dominates. (c) The next is the ‘Nabhi Chakra’ 
located near the navel and the central part of the body; here the fire element plays a 
vital role. This Chakra, being the center of the fire element, is also called the solar 
plexus as it the sun which heats the world and keeps it alive by providing it with much 
needed energy. (d) The next higher energy center is called the ‘Hridaya Chakra’ or the 
heart plexus; it is here that the Atma lives. It represents the air element; it is so 
because the heart and the lungs are located in this region, and these organs help a 
creature to breathe and circulate air inside the body. (e) Going higher up we meet the 
‘Vishudha Chakra’ or the throat plexus. Here the sound is produced as the upward 
moving wind rubs against the vocal cords. This represents the ether element, which is 
a subtler form of the air element itself. And finally, (f) we come to the Brahm-randhra 
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Chakra. It is located in at the top of the head, and is so-named because the cosmic 
Consciousness enters the body of a living being through a split here, and it is from 
here that it would finally escape at the time of death. 

Now, coming to our point with respect to Ravana and the way he would be 
finally killed, the Nabhi Chakra in his body was the ‘center of the fire element’ that 
keeps the body warm, and its wind elements heated and active, which in turn makes 
the physical body perform all its deeds, externally as well as internally. It’s like the 
boiler of a steel plant or a steam engine; if the boiler cools down then no steam is 
produced and the working of the machinery would stop. 

This is why Ravana kept on living while this Nabhi Chakra managed to keep 
his wind elements heated and active; it also enabled Ravana to perform miraculous 
deeds of dare-devilry. 

When his heads were cut, they grew back instantly; it meant that the wind 
element, known as the ‘Pran’ that kept his body active, could not escape by that way. 
Growing of a new head the instant the earlier one was cut-off kind of hermetically 
sealed the rupture the very moment it was created. 

We shall read below, in verse nos. 1 and 4 that precede Doha no. 103 that 
when Lord Ram shot a final arrow at Ravana’s navel, he had tottered and swooned 
violently before collapsing to the ground. This brought about his end—because while 
he was protected from death by cutting of heads as they would re-grow the moment 
they were cut, no such boon was available to him regarding the navel; there was no 
provision that any rupture made in his navel would be immediately sealed. 

So therefore, while his Pran, the vital wind element that kept his body alive, 
could not leave through the path of the mouth as the head grew back instantly, it could 
leave his body through the ruptured navel when an arrow hit and pierced it, for there 
was no provision for sealing it instantaneously. 

That understood, we come to the next vital point. Remember: The Nabhi 
Chakra is the center of the ‘fire element’ that heats the water and the wind elements 
present inside the body of a creature. The gases and the steam in the body of Ravana 
escaped with a violence blast when the seal of the navel was broken. 

The ‘abdomen’, where the navel is located, is not hard like a boiler of an 
engine or the blast furnace of a steel mill, but rather it is softer, flexible and 
stretchable like a balloon filled with hot air. This is why we breathe; the muscles of 
the abdomen expand and contract to help us breathe. 

Now visualize what would happen in practice if a hot air balloon is pricked by 
an arrow or any sharp instrument at one point on its side—as soon as a hole is made, 
the trapped hot air, which is already under intense pressure exerted on it from all the 
sides of the balloon as its rubber skin tries to shrink back to its original size after air is 
pumped inside it, would naturally escape out from the hole in the form of a jet of hot 
air; it would make a mighty hissing sound, or may escape with a fiery blast from this 
hole, depending upon the size of the aperture made. 

Visualize another scene. What would happen if a hole is suddenly made in 
kettle full of boiling water or a cooker in which food is being cooked over an oven? 
Along with the jet of the escaping hot air, the contents of the kettle or the cooker 
would also escape. 

And in which direction would this ‘jet of hot air and boiling things go’? It 
would go in the same direction in which the hole is made; it’s as simple and obvious 
as that. And anyone coming in the way, especially if he is not far away, would be 
struck violently with the blast of the hot air, and drenched with the hot liquid that is 
shot our along with it, leaving him scorched and dazed. 
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This is what exactly might have happened during the moments Ravana died. 
His ‘Pran’, i.e. his heated wind element that sustained life inside his body, suddenly 
escaped from the rupture made in his navel by the arrow shot by Lord Ram. It was 
exceptionally hot, because Ravana was agitated, angry and frantic, breathing heavily 
and engaged in violent muscular activity as a fierce war was underway; it was no 
leisure time when the internal winds are cooler. 

So therefore, the blast of air escaping from his gigantic body made huge sound 
as the abdomen suddenly collapsed; and this air was so hot that it appeared like a 
flame of fire leaping out of Ravana’s colossus body. It escaped out in a fiery jet in the 
direction of Lord Ram, for the simple reason that the hole was made in the navel 
while Ravana was facing the Lord, and it was the only exit point of the body through 
which the hot air escaped. Naturally it gushed out in the straight direction where the 
Lord was standing, opposite Ravana, 

The scene was so astoundingly amazing and never heard of earlier that for a 
moment Lord Ram stood with an open mouth, in awe and wonder. And so what 
happened? This hot and flaming air was inhaled by him—which the poets and bards 
who chronicled this Story depicted by saying “a brilliant shaft of light and energy 
representing Ravana’s soul escaped from his body and entered the body of Lord 
Ram”. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes 
Doha no. 103.} 

Ravana had been all the while shrieking and yelling at Lord Ram, and then 
suddenly there was a mighty blast as his heated wind element escaped from his navel. 
It was a deafening sound; and then suddenly everything fell quiet. This eerie moment 
and its preceding chaos has been depicted by the same poets and bards by saying 
“Ravana roared violently: where is Lord Ram whom I wish to defeat in battle” before 
he collapsed and fell to the ground. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 103.} 

A question now arises: From where did this ‘Amrit’, or the elixir of life, come 
to be stored in the navel of Ravana? The answer is this: Ravana used to practice Yoga, 
and was an expert in it. During his practice, he used to perform certain Aasans 
(postures) which helped to rejuvenate his body and stir the reservoir of subtle energy 
present inside his body. Since the Nabhi Chakra is the center of solar energy, it was 
used to heat his body from the inside; it was virtually like the ‘power station’ of his 
body. When Lord Ram’s arrow struck it, it got short-circuited like any electricity grid 
would, and this short-circuit blew out the fuse that kept his body energized, charged 
and active; which meant simply that he died due to this outage in electric current that 
kept his body and its internal organs, such as his heart, alive and active. 

According to Patanjali’s Yoga Sutra, Vibhuti Paad, verse nos. 29-33, when 
one practices Yoga then Amrit drips from one’s tongue, gets sucked up into the 
Brahm-randhra, the upper-most part of the skull, from where is travels downwards 
and gets sucked up and stored at the bottom of the body around the navel. The heat of 
the navel keeps this Amrit from freezing, and this warm subtle source of energy, 
which can be likened to ‘honey’ stored by honey bees, forms the basis of keeping the 
body alive. 

This is what must have actually happened in the case of Ravana. Vibhishan 
knew that his brother used to do regular Yoga practice, and what kind of Aasans he 
did. So he was the best person to know the key by which Ravana’s seemingly 
inexhaustible source of energy could be neutralized. 


4403 


“It seems absurd and incongruous to call Lord Ram “merciful and kind” especially 
when he is determined to kill Ravana. But the fact is that what externally seems to be 
‘killing of Ravana’ was actually ‘liberating and delivering his soul from the trap of a 
demon body in which it was caught’. By committing so many sins, Ravana had 
unwillingly and unwittingly and unintentionally and inadvertently, created such a hard 
shell around his soul—which is also known as the Atma that is inherently pure and 
holy, as well as consciousness that is the true self of all living beings, including 
Ravana—that it became impossible for this soul to break free from the hardened crust 
of sins symbolized by Ravana’s physical body in order to attain deliverance. Hence, 
in order to grant emancipation and salvation to this soul of Ravana, it became 
imperative to hit his body hard with such a forceful blow that it would rupture and 
enable the pure consciousness to escape from it. It was no easy task, because Ravana 
was no ordinary creature. Just like special diseases need specialized cure, Ravana too 
needed the Supreme Being to come and kill him so that his soul could be delivered. 

To wit, Lord Ram was actually doing Ravana a favour by killing his gross 
mortal body covered by a thick crust of sins and evils so that his subtle Atma could be 
freed from this trap and find emancipation and salvation that would grant him eternal 
peace and beatitude. As the things turned out, this is actually what happened, for at 
the end Ravana’s glorious soul emerged from his body in a radiant shaft of light to 
merge with the Supreme Soul represented by Lord Ram, which was effected when 
this brilliant light entered the body of the Lord—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103. 

Surely then, it was a kind and merciful deed done by Lord Ram as it gave 
eternal peace and rest to Ravana’s soul, which would have otherwise continued to 
commit sins and suffer their consequences forever. 


*So well; why did Lord Ram feel “glad”? The Lord felt happy that Vibhishan has 
stood true to his vows of loyalty and allegiance to him; that Vibhishan has 
reciprocated the Lord’s graciousness in accepting him unconditionally inspite of 
knowing that he was Ravana’s brother, and inspite of Sugriv, the king of the monkeys 
and the Lord’s chief advisor, advising the Lord not to accept him for he might be a 
spy. Say, what answer would the Lord have given to Sugriv and others who were 
against his accepting Vibhishan if the latter had not proved his integrity and loyalty at 
this crucial juncture of the war when his help was sought to vanquish Ravana? Surely 
it would have been embarrassing for the Lord if Vibhishan had double-crossed him 
now. | 
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All sorts of bad signs and ill omens began to appear then’. Large numbers of jackals, 
donkeys and dogs began howling mournfully. (7) 


Birds that are regarded as inauspicious (such as crow, owls, vultures etc.) made their 
own horrifying sounds portending doom. Comets (indicating bad omen) suddenly 
appeared and streaked past in the sky here and there. (8) 


There was an unnatural deathly glow and intense heat in all the ten directions of the 
world’. [To wit, the sky became red and the temperature rose everywhere as if there 
was an upcoming deadly heat wave that would roast everything alive.] (9) 


Mandodari’s (Ravana’s wife) heart trembled with great fear (at the prospect of a 
calamity striking her husband). Statues began shedding a lot of tears. (10) 


[Note—'Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 86. 


?The ten directions are: north, north-east, east, south-east, south, south-west, west, 
north-west, zenith and nadir. | 
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pratima rudahim pabipata nabha ati bata baha dolati mahi. 1. 
barasahim balahaka rudhira kaca raja asubha ati saka kō kahi. 2. 
utapata amita biloki nabha sura bikala bolahim jaya ja'ē. 3. 

sura Sabhaya jāni krpala raghupati capa sara jorata bha'ē. 4. 


Statues wept; lightening struck and thunder covered the sky; a fierce storm began 
raging; the earth shook; (Chanda line no. 1) 


The clouds rained down blood, hairs and sand. Verily, there were so many ill signs 
that no one can fully enumerate them. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Indeed, countless bad signs and inauspicious signals indicative of a grave calamity 
and disaster descending on the world prevailed everywhere. Seeing them, however, 
the gods cried out in unison “Victory; victory”'. (Chanda line no. 3) 


When the merciful Lord Ram observed that the gods were horrified, he assembled an 
array of arrows on his bow~. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'The gods, though terrified at these horrible signs, yet shouted ‘victory’, 
because they judged that inspite of initial horrors created by these evil signs they 
indicate that the end of Ravana was near, and Lord Ram would finally attain victory. 
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Hence, they welcomed these ill omens as being a good sign. One would not 
fail to observe the ways of this selfish world: what is ruin for one is a boon for 
another! Ravana’s ruin was a welcome gift for the gods. 


*Lord Ram would shoot thirty-one arrows almost simultaneously; ten would cut-off 
Ravana’s ten heads, twenty arrows would severe his twenty arms, and the thirty-first 
arrow would hit his navel and dry up its nectar-of-life which had kept Ravana alive— 
apropos: Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 103 herein below.] 
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khainci sarasana Sravana lagi charé sara ékatisa. 
raghunayaka sayaka calé manahum kala phanisa. 102. 


Lord Ram pulled the string of his bow right back upto his ears, and shot thirty-one 
arrows rapidly. 

The fierce arrows of Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) darted towards their target as 
if so many deadly serpents were flying towards their prey. (Doha no. 102) 
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One of the (thirty-one) arrows dried up the source of the life-giving elixir stored in 
Ravana’s navel’; and the rest of the thirty arrows swiftly severed his ten heads and 
twenty arms. (1) 


The severed heads and arms got stuck to the arrows that had pierced through them, 
and were carried away by the arrows as they continued to fly speedily ahead in the 
sky by the virtue of their momentum. 

Meanwhile, the trunk of Ravana’s body, from which the heads and arms were 
ripped away, remained agitated and active in the battle-field for some more time as it 
lurched and reeled madly in every direction (stepping to the right and the left, to the 
front and the backwards) giving the impression that it was enacting the steps of the 
last dance of death. (2) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 102, and a note appended to it. 

It ought to be particularly noted here that Lord Ram had not shot any arrow at 
Ravana’s heart. Why did the Lord avoid it? The answer to it is given by Trijata when 
she told Sita that the Lord desists from shooting an arrow at Ravana’s heart as she is 
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present there—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 12-13 that 
precede Doha no. 99. I have elaborately explained this aspect as a note appended to 
these verses. 

Besides what Trijata said, there is another aspect to it. The Lord did not hit the 
heart because Ravana’s Atma, his pure conscious soul, lived there. Lord Ram had 
come to provide deliverance to this soul, which is a holy and pure entity as it is pure 
consciousness; this soul or Atma of Ravana was suffering intensely because it was 
trapped inside the gross body of a demon. Since the main objective of Lord Ram was 
to grant liberation and deliverance to Ravana’s soul, to provide him with 
emancipation and salvation, he would not harm this soul by hitting it with an arrow. 

Lord Ram was not an ordinary prince who was fighting his enemy to rescue 
his kidnapped wife; he was the Supreme Being who wished to grant rest and peace to 
the tormented soul of a sinful creature represented by Ravana. The Lord is forgiving 
and merciful; he is not vengeful and unkind. He had come to liberate Ravana’s soul 
and deliver it from its sufferings, he had come to grant the unfortunate creature known 
as Ravana with the spiritual benefits of emancipation and salvation by killing his 
gross body to enable the trapped soul to make its escape and attain peace; the Lord 
had not come to send it to hell. This is a crucial factor which must always be kept in 
mind to judge and analyze all the events of the Story of the Ramayan. 

So the Lord chose to avoid the heart and select an alternative method to kill 
Ravana—and it was by hitting his body in the navel to enable his Pran to escape. 
Once the Pran escaped, there was no question of Ravana surviving any longer in his 
physical form. But his ‘soul’ survived, because the soul is eternal and imperishable. 
Yet the Lord wished to make certain that the soul of Ravana gets its final rest, and it 
may not suffer any longer in the absence of a permanent place to rest, for if it is not 
given its final rest then it would enter any other body and take a rebirth to become a 
demon once again. 

That is why Lord Ram would make it so happen that Ravana’s soul emerged 
from his body and entered the body of Lord Ram: a remarkable development indeed. 
We shall read more about it in verse no. 9 herein below. 

The way Ravana was finally killed has been narrated differently in “Ram 
Charit Manas” of Tulsidas, and “Adhyatma Ramayan” of Veda Vyas. We read in 
Adhyatma Ramayan that Matli—the charioteer of Lord Ram’s chariot, who was sent 
by the gods to help the Lord in the war—had advised the Lord that Ravana would be 
killed only by shooting an arrow at his heart. On hearing this advice, the Lord had 
shot an arrow directly at Ravana’s heart, bringing about his end. {Refer: Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 11, verse nos. 61-72.} 

Though seemingly contradicting each other, the fact is that both the narratives 
are correct—for it is indeed possible that Lord Ram has shot arrows aimed at 
Ravana’s heart as well as his navel to ensure that all precautions are taken to make 
sure that Ravana is certainly slayed, for the Lord did not want to take any further risk 
of playing games with him as time was running out, and already all other methods had 
miserably failed to the demon’s life. 

The apparent dichotomy in the actual way how Ravana was finally slayed 
appears to be caused due to the difference in the way the attention of the two 
chroniclers of the Story—i.e. Tulsidas and Veda Vyas—was focused. To wit, 
Tulsidas’ attention was focused on what Vibhishan had advised, i.e. he documented 
about the arrow that hit Ravana in his navel, while Veda Vyas’s attention was on 
Ravana’s heart where Matli said Lord Ram ought to shoot the arrow, and 
consequently he attributed Ravana’s death to this arrow. 
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The fact is a combination of both—Lord Ram shooting arrows simultaneously 
at Ravana’s heart and navel to ensure his death; for time was running out and the Lord 
did now wish to let any means escape to bring about Ravana’s end. This was because 
all other means had failed miserably, and when two different methods were advised 
for Ravana’s death—one by Vibhishan who said that the Lord ought to shoot an arrow 
at Ravana’s navel, and by Matli who said that the arrow ought to be aimed at 
Ravana’s heart—the Lord determined that it would be wise to do both at the same 
instant; which was to shoot arrows aimed both at Ravana’s heart as well as his navel 
simultaneously. 

This was done almost at the same time, so quickly that it could not be 
separately judged which arrow caused the actual death of Ravana. To wit, from the 
practical point of view, both the versions of how Ravana was killed are true: the 
primary objective of bringing about the end of the demon king was achieved, and 
whether it was achieved by the arrow that hit his heart or by the one that hit his navel 
is only of secondary or peripheral importance. 

This particular instance where we read about two apparently different ways as 
to how Ravana was finally slayed, and both the versions are from authentic sources, 
viz. Adhyatma Ramayan of the illustrious sage Veda Vyas, and Ram Charit Manas of 
the renowned saint-poet Tulsidas, both equally revered and equally authoritative, 
explains why I, the author of the present Book which my esteemed readers have now 
in their hands and are currently reading, chose to cite more than one version of this 
classic Story of Lord Ram, universally known as the ‘Ramayana’ but given a specific 
name by the narrator of a particular version, to pen my own narrative—as this 
approach helps one to get a comprehensive and a wide-angled understanding of the 
entire Story in general, and any given episode of it in particular. 

This therefore is the reason why I have quoted in full two well-respected, 
authoritative and acclaimed versions of the Ramayana, viz. ‘Ram Charit Manas’ and 
‘Adhyatma Ramayan’. Besides these two, I have also included, as the reader must 
have noticed by now, two other magnificent narratives of Tulsidas, viz. ‘Geetawali 
Ramayan’ and ‘Kavitawali Ramayan’. It is because these two latter classical Books 
describe selected episodes of the Story in fine detail, pausing every now and then to 
look at it from different angles in a slow-motion mode, as compared to the other two 
versions of the same Story (i.e. Ram Charit Manas and Adhyatma Ramayan) which 
are continuous in their narrative of the events in a chronological fashion, without 
pausing to focus attention on any given episode. | 
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The earth started caving in with the force of the heavy steps with which his trunk 
stomped and tottered on the ground, moving in a bewildered state of confusion 
(before collapsing). 

Lord Ram then shot another fierce arrow that slammed into the trunk and cut it 
into two halves’. (3) 
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At the time of his death, he (Ravana) thundered with a terrible roar’, ‘Where is Lord 
Ram that I may challenge and slay him in battle®.’ (4) 


[Note—'The death of Ravana reminds one of the way Kumbhakaran was killed and 
his colossal body collapsed in the battle-field, which was almost in the same way as it 
happened with Ravana. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 
7 that precedes Doha no. 70—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 71.} 


?A very remarkable thing has happened here. Remember that Ravana’s heads were 
already cut-off, so how come he ‘roared and thundered’ without his mouths its 
tongues? 

Well, the answer is this: The head of any living being, along with its mouth 
and tongue, is like any other organ of the creature’s gross physical body, such as the 
hands and legs, the eye, the nose and the skin. These individual parts have no 
independent life of their own; they remain active and give the impression of being 
alive only as long as the creature lives and is conscious of his surroundings, for as 
soon as it ‘dies’ or becomes ‘senseless’, these same organs become ‘lifeless’ or 
‘senseless’. 

That means that there is some other factor that is called ‘life’ present inside the 
body of a living being, for surely it is not the gross organs of this body as they do not 
have any life of their own. This independent entity that infuses ‘life’ in the otherwise 
inane and lifeless gross body is called the “Pran”, the life-giving force present inside 
the body, which makes a body ‘living’ and differentiates it from a ‘dead body’. 
According to the Upanishads, this ‘Pran’ factor is an aspect of the Wind Element that 
drives the body, keeps it active, and helps it to carry out all its different functions, 
both externally and internally. When a creature dies, this Pran, that is present inside 
the gross body, escapes from it to merge with the open ‘air’ outside, to become one 
with it. 

It is like the case of air present inside and outside of an earthen pitcher. As 
long as the pitcher is there, we artificially distinguish the air within and without it by 
using the body of the pitcher as the demarcation line. When the pitcher is broken, the 
air within merges with the air outside seamlessly, without any ado. 

Now, take another example. Suppose there is an air-filled balloon. If its air is 
allowed to escape slowly it won’t make any sound, but if a hole is pricked in it with a 
needle, then what happens? It ‘bursts with a loud bang’, as the wind trapped inside 
suddenly meets the wind outside, and there is a clash of two opposite pressures. 

This is what happened in the case of Ravana too. The life-giving wind 
element, called the Pran that was present inside his body, suddenly escaped when the 
arrow pierced his navel, like a pin pricking a hole in a balloon. This caused a snapping 
sound, but it was no ordinary sound and no ordinary wind. Ravana had a colossus 
body, so the quantity of wind must have been huge, and besides it the wind was 
agitated by the heat of war. So it must have escaped with a mighty sound, like a bomb 
exploding. 

Then there is one other factor: There are two types of sounds, one which is 
heard by the ear, and the one which isn’t. The first type of sound is called ‘Baikhari’, 
and the other is called ‘Pashyanti’. For example, when we talk with each other, we use 
the ‘Baikhari’ form of sound as our ears can hear what we speak; but the sound that is 
transmitted by radio stations or mobile towers is called ‘Pashyanti’ as our ears can’t 
hear it directly. The Baikhari form of sound is grosser, while the Pashyanti form is 
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subtler by nature. Living beings such as us humans can hear the Baikhari words, while 
the gods can hear the Pashyanti words. 

But, ‘who’ is that entity that actually ‘speaks’? Is it the gross body or even its 
life-giving Pran? No, neither of them. The entity that actually speaks is the living 
being, and this living being is neither the body nor the Pran; it is an independent entity 
known as the ‘self’, which is its ‘Atma’. What is this Atma? It is the ‘pure 
consciousness’ that lives inside the gross body of a creature; it is also known as the 
‘soul’. This Atma is a sublime, ethereal and a subtlest form of element that exists, and 
it is the entity that is the ‘true self and the true identity’ of any living being. If there is 
no Atma or consciousness present in the body, then the mere presence of the ‘wind 
element’ won’t make a body alive. A balloon also has a wind inside it, it hops and 
moves around, it can fly and make a sound when rubbed, but not even a mad man 
would call it a ‘living being’. 

To wit, the Atma and the Pran, both of them invisible and subtle elements, act 
together in a tango to make what is known as a living being. The Pran is a 
manifestation of the dynamic energy of the Atma that makes a creature a living being; 
the ‘Atma’ is the Master that instructs the ‘Pran’, which in turn drives the ‘body’ 
towards the creature’s desired destination. 

In the case of Ravana, his Pran escaped first, and it made a loud sound while 
escaping from his gross body because it is a form of wind. After the Pran left the 
gross body, the Atma too left it. So then, what happened to this Atma? We shall read 
about it in verse no. 9 herein below. 


*When Marich, the demon who had been forced by Ravana to assume the form of a 
golden deer so that Sita could be abducted, had died when hit by the arrow shot by 
Lord Ram, he too had called out aloud first the name of Laxman and then that of Lord 
Ram. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 14-15 that 
precede Doha no. 27.} 

Similarly, when Meghanad had died, he too had cried aloud the names of 
Laxman and Lord Ram. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 76 
along with Chaupai line no. 16 that precedes it.}] 


Stott aft fra cache ofa feel ah ATA yee & N 
Ent WS Et GS Tels | MT ate] Ache ATS UG N 


doli bhumi girata dasakandhara. chubhita sindhu sari diggaja bhudhara. 5. 
dharani pare'u dvau khanda barhā'. capi bhalu markata samuda’. 6. 


When Ravana, the one with ten shoulders (dasakandhara), finally fell down on the 
ground with a mighty thud, the earth shook, the ocean developed huge splashing 
waves, the rivers had violent currents, while the Diggas (the elephants who are 
supposed to support the earth from its corners) turned and shifted in their positions, 
and the mountains trembled too due to the excessive pressure and jolting vibrations 
caused by the falling of Ravana’s huge body. (5) 


The two halves of his colossus body collapsed on the ground, and while doing so it 
crushed underneath large numbers of monkeys and bears’. (6) 


4410 


[Note—'This scene is reminiscent of Kumbhakaran dying as narrated in Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 71.] 


daR art opt citar | aft ae ser Sal SATE AT U1 9 N 
wee wa Prot ag sig rehearse Cae ag Ic I 


mandodari agérm bhuja sisa. dhari sara calé jaham jagadisa. 7. 
prabisé saba nisanga mahu ja'l. dekhi suranha dundubhim baja’. 8. 


The arrows put (or rather dropped) the severed heads and arms of Ravana at the place 
where Mandodari (his queen) was (i.e. inside Ravana’s palace)'; and then these 
arrows went back to Lord Ram, the Lord of the world (jagadisa). (7) 


These arrows returned and entered the Lord’s quiver’, seeing which the gods played 
their musical drums in the heaven’. (8) 


[Note—'When Kumbhakaran was killed, his head flew and fell down in the front of 
Ravana, though it is not clearly mentioned during the narration as to how it was 
carried there—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 71. 

Lord Ram has been universally praised as being gracious and magnanimous. 
He wished to give Ravana an honourable death, and therefore would not cause 
anything to happen that would undermine the dignity and respect of Ravana’s glorious 
soul, his stature as a great king of the demon race, as well as of being a valiant warrior 
the like of which the world had never seen heretofore, and would never see hereafter. 
If his heads would have fallen to the ground in the battle-field, there were chances that 
jackals, dogs, hyenas, vultures and other flesh eating birds and animals would pounce 
on them at once, which would be insulting to Ravana’s memory. Lord Ram did not 
wish that to happen. 

Remember: Lord Ram himself was a great king of a great kingdom of 
Ayodhya, and so he was aware of the sort of treatment that ought to be given to 
another king of great stature. A gallant warrior fights his adversary with all energy 
and fury, but once the latter falls or surrenders, the former would not do anything to 
cause insult to his dead body, or to the vanquished opponent, as the case may be. 


One would not fail to marvel at the weapon technology known during those days. 
The arrows were like reusable missiles; they hit their targets with precision and then 
came back to the shooter. A similar scene of the arrows coming back to Lord Ram is 
witnessed elsewhere in the war also: for instance, we read the same thing happening 
at the time when Kumbhakaran was slayed—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Doha no. 68. 


`The gods were now certain that Ravana was dead, because his body collapsed and no 
newer heads and arms grew again on it. So they celebrated. ] 


A AS GAM WY SIT eee She AY ATT g I 
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WS WS Pt Ut AIST 1a TIA Waet YET Il Vo N 
arate Gar ea WM Gal | HA HUIS TA Tala Asher i Vel 


tasu tēja samana prabhu anana. harasé dēkhi sambhu caturanana. 9. 
jaya jaya dhuni puri brahmanda. jaya raghubira prabala bhujadanda. 10. 
barasahim sumana déva muni brnda. jaya krpala jaya jayati mukunda. 611. 


His (Ravana’s) ‘Tej’ (i.e. his pure consciousness, his true self, his energy of life) 
escaped from his gross body and emerged in the form of a brilliant shaft of light that 
went straight to Lord Ram and entered him (through the Lord’s mouth or nostrils)". 

When Lord Shiva and the four-headed Creator (Brahma) observed it, they felt 
very glad”. (9) 


A loud chorus of ‘Victory, victory’ resonated throughout the universe. Everyone 
applauded Lord Ram and proclaimed his glory by saying: ‘Gory and Victory to Lord 
Ram, who has stupendous valour and astounding powers in his two arms.’ (10) 


The gods and the sages (who were watching the war from their respective stations in 
the sky) showered a rain of flowers, repeatedly praising Lord Ram: ‘Glory to the 
merciful Lord; victory to him who grants liberation, deliverance, emancipation and 
salvation to the soul (mukunda)*’ (11) 


[Note—'The Soul of a living being is pure consciousness. It is glorious and self- 
illuminated with the light of knowledge, called being enlightened. The individual 
creature’s soul is an image of the supreme Soul of this creation; the former is called 
the ‘Atma’, while the latter is called the ‘Parmatma’. 

It is just like the case of a pot filled with water of the ocean. The water inside 
the pot is the Atma of an individual; the pot itself is like the gross body of that 
individual; the ocean is the Parmatma or the Supreme Atma as it consists of an 
endless source of water from which countless pots can be filled without exhausting it 
supply of water, which in this metaphor is the Supreme Atma, the primary Atma or 
the cosmic Consciousness that pervades throughout this creation. 

So therefore, when Ravana died, his own Atma emerged from his gross body 
to enter the body of Lord Ram who was the Supreme Being, the Parmatma, to merge 
and become one with the Supreme Atma present inside the body of Lord Ram just 
like the case when the water-pot breaks and its content (water) falls back into the 
ocean, to become one and inseparable with the latter. 

This was truly a great honour that Lord Ram bestowed upon Ravana, for he 
had granted Ravana’s soul permanent peace by accepting it within his own Self. That 
is why these two gods, Shiva and Brahma, rejoiced. 

From the spiritual perspective, and in accordance with the philosophy as 
enunciated in and espoused by the Upanishads, the best destination for the Atma, or 
the soul of the individual creature, is its merger with the cosmic Atma, the Supreme 
Atma, or the cosmic Soul, as it grants the individual creature eternal rest and peace; it 
is the ultimate and the final destination of the Atma; it is that destiny that grants 
eternal bliss, beatitude and felicity. It is this destination that was granted to Ravana’s 
Atma, for it left his gross body that was physically in the form of a demon, to enter 
the holy body of Lord Ram who was none but the Supreme Being himself, to become 
one with the latter. 
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By accepting Ravana’s soul within his own self, Lord Ram clearly signaled to 
the world that he actually had no ill-will or anger against him, for whatever he did by 
way of waging a fierce war with the apparent objective of killing Ravana was merely 
a show, for the Lord’s actual intention was to grant deliverance to Ravana and peace 
to his soul. 

Heaven is not the ultimate destination for a soul, just like hell which does not 
mean eternal condemnation. These two, heaven or hell, are only transitory stations 
where the soul would reside for sometimes before it steps onto the next phase in its 
journey. It stays in heaven to enjoy the rewards of its meritorious deeds done in its 
previous life, and in hell to undergo punishment for its mischief. How long the soul 
stays in either heaven or hell depends upon the quantum of its reward or punishment 
respectively. So therefore, when the reward or the punishment is done with, the soul is 
bound to move on, either back to this mortal world to take a rebirth, or to move higher 
to attain Moksha, or the state of eternity, the state of permanent bliss, peace, beatitude 
and felicity. This is attained when the ‘individual soul’ loses its individuality and 
dissolves itself into the ‘cosmic Soul’ to become one with the latter. 

Since the soul, or the Atma of an individual, is pure consciousness, it can be 
said that true Moksha is when the individual’s consciousness merges with the cosmic 
Consciousness. In our present case, it is depicted in Ravana’s soul merging with the 
cosmic Soul represented by Lord Ram. 

Verily, the way Ravana died fulfilled his desire to attain eternal peace and 
beatitude for which he was so eager. For remember, he knew very well that there is no 
way he can attain this exalted destiny on his own account because of the quantum of 
sins that he had done throughout his life, not realizing what the consequences would 
be for him in the long run at the time when he was recklessly doing mischief; and by 
the time he realized what horrors he had created for his own self, it was too late. So he 
decided that the only way out for him was to continue with his way of life, for it was 
too late to make amends and change his habits, and patiently wait for the time when 
the merciful and compassionate Supreme Being, reading the innermost thoughts of his 
heart that yearned for deliverance and emancipation, would decide to fulfill his wishes 
by coming himself to free his Atma, and the only way it can be done was to break the 
hardened shell in which the Atma was trapped. 

And what was this hardened shell that trapped Ravana’s Atma? It was his 
demonic body which had become so thick and stiff with layers and layers of 
accumulated sins and evil deeds done over time that it only could be broken by 
someone skilled in it, and not by ordinary means. This is what had happened in reality 
in this war, and this is why Lord Ram has been praised as being ‘merciful, 
compassionate, kind, gracious, magnanimous and benevolent’ as he had granted a 
sinful creature the grand reward of spiritual liberation, deliverance, emancipation and 
salvation inspite of knowing that the creature, in this case Ravana, had been to most 
sinful and disgraceful fellow in his creation. 

Come to think of it—Lord Ram was so gracious, magnanimous and forgiving 
that he granted deliverance to the souls of all the demon warriors, and not Ravana 
alone. But to honour Ravana and treat him with dignity befitting his stature as the 
king of the demon race, the Lord granted him a special seat alongside his own self by 
accepting his soul within himself. Even the gods had appreciated this fact that all the 
demons had been granted emancipation and salvation by Lord Ram, and that Ravana 
was shown a special privilege that even great sages would envy. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7, 9-10 that precede Doha no. 114.} 
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We can therefore safely conclude that inspite of all the ignominy and infamy 
that Ravana got, after all his soul was as holy and pure as it should have been, and not 
sinful and evil as it was made out to be by the external actions and deeds that his 
demonic body was engaged in doing, for otherwise Lord Ram would never have 
honoured him by giving his soul a place within his own self—which is like a great 
king welcoming another great king and showing the latter great honour by making the 
guest king sit by his side on his own throne! What more can be said in favour of and 
in honour of Ravana? 


“When Ravana's soul entered Lord Ram's body, Lords Brahma and Shiva felt happy. 
This is because Ravana had done tough Tapasya and got boons from Brahma, and he 
also was a great devotee of Lord Shiva. Therefore they both felt happy that their 
devotee has been given Sayujyya Moksha- ultimate Mukti by Lord Rama. 


`The fact that Lord Ram granted deliverance and emancipation to Ravana’s soul, 
instead of condemning him to hell for his sins, and inspite of knowing that he was the 
one who had kidnapped his wife Sita, was noted by all the assembled gods and sages, 
who blessed and praised the Lord for his gracious and merciful nature as well as for 
this glorious and noble deed of his. 

Ravana—whom the world always took to be an embodiment of sins and evil— 
was indeed singularly fortunate and very blessed soul to have attained such an exalted 
death because the Supreme Being had himself come to his doorstep to grant him 
eternal liberation and deliverance, to bless him with emancipation and salvation. 

The fact that Ravana’s soul or Atma was accepted by Lord Ram and granted a 
place within himself proves how much the Lord respected the purity and holiness of 
his soul. Forsooth and without any gainsay, verily, Lord Ram realized that the Ravana 
whom the world so much loathed and reviled was actually his gross physical body, 
and not his Atma which was his ‘true self’, the Atma which was as holy and pure as it 
ought to be. And therefore, the just and kind and all-knowing Supreme Lord of the 
world, who judges each individual very minutely, by taking everything and every 
aspect into consideration before passing a judgment against or in favour of anyone, 
decided that Ravana does not deserve to be condemned to eternal hell to suffer. 

The Lord determined that whatever Ravana he had done was done as a 
‘demon’, and the word ‘demon’ refers to his gross physical body but not definitely to 
his Atma, and this physical body was made to give its due penalty by being sacrificed 
in the war, for it was mutilated and decapitated in the final hours of the war before 
being killed. This was a sufficient sacrifice for Ravana, and once it was offered his 
soul had the right to redemption. 

The question arises: Why did Lord Ram accept Ravana’s soul within his own 
self? The answer is this: (i) To show the world that the Lord was exceptionally 
forgiving, merciful, compassionate, gracious, kind, understanding, magnanimous and 
benevolent so much so that he is ready to go to any extent to welcome anyone who 
wishes to come to him, overlooking all other things that would normally hinder such 
warm welcome. (ii) To show the world that the Lord had no personal ill-will against 
Ravana, and was merely punishing him for his misdeeds. (iii) To tell the world that a 
wise, just and enlightened judge is one who applies intelligence and always looks 
deeper before passing a judgment for or against anyone, for oftentimes what meets the 
eye is very deceptive—as was clearly the case with Ravana, for the world treated him 
as a vile person, whereas his ‘true self’, his Atma, was as holy and pure as it ought to 
be, and it was for this reason that Lord Ram had no second thoughts in accepting 
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Ravana’s Atma within his own self. (iv) To give a cue to the world as to why valiant 
warriors who prefer to die fighting their adversaries in the battle-field are said to go to 
heaven—because by dying they would have made the ultimate sacrifice, and once a 
self-sacrifice is made the soul has the rightful claim to deliverance and eternal peace, 
which must be granted to it. 

There is another reason also—Ravana was so loathed and feared by the Gods 
that they would never give his soul permission to ascend to heaven; so going to the 
heaven was ruled out. As for going to hell for his sins, that was also not possible for 
Ravana because the lord of hell, i.e. Yam, too hated and feared him as much as his 
brethrens in the heaven. To wit, both the Gods in heaven and Yam in hell refused to 
accept Ravana. So Lord Ram thought: “Doesn’t matter; I will grant Ravana a place 
where no one can object, for it is my own sanctuary. I have made him pay for his 
misdeeds, so now it is obligatory for me to give his soul a place to abide. If the Gods 
and Yam won’t accept him, well and good; I myself would accept him! And no one 
can say anything as to this abode for Ravana’s soul, because I have a right to grant 
admission to anyone in my personal chambers.” Say, how gracious and loving Lord 
Sri Ram, our Lord, is, indeed!] 


So, WA HU the Hoha ga OT GUT gaT WTI g I 
et cet fale WA TT Heth Tear Fast it 2 i 
Ge GT TUS Sea ga TTT Sah MET 3 1 
PUTA sha WA BHT SEAT aE ATT Tet Ul ¥ N 
chanda. 


jaya krpa kanda mukunda dvanda harana sarana sukhaprada prabho. 1. 
khala dala bidarana parama karana karunika sada bibho. 2. 

sura sumana barasahim harasa sankula baja dundubhi gahagahi. 3. 
sangrama angana rama anga ananga bahu sobha lahi. 4. 


The gods and sages lavishly honoured and praised Lord Ram, praying as follows: 
‘Glory to Lord Ram who is an embodiment of mercy, kindness and compassion (krpa 
kanda), who is a bestower of liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation to 
the soul of a creature (Mukunda), who is a remover or dispeller of all confusions, 
doubts and perplexities (dvanda harana), who grants happiness and joy to those who 
seek refuge in his holy feet (Sarana sukhaprada) --- (Chanda line no. 1) 


---Who is an eliminator of hordes of wicked and evil creatures (khala dala 
bidarana), who is the primary cause of everything coming into being (“parama 
karana karunika”, as he is Brahm, the Supreme Being who has created this world), 
who is eternal and absolute (Sada), and who is the almighty Lord of this creation 
(bibho).’ (Chanda line no. 2) 


Praising Lord Ram in this way, and overwhelmed with gratitude and joy, all the gods 
showered a rain of flowers upon him from the sky; they simultaneously played their 
kettle-drums to celebrate the occasion. (Chanda line no. 3) 
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Meanwhile, Lord Ram looked so handsome, beauteous and charming in the battle- 
field as if he was an embodiment of millions of Kamdeo, the god of beauty and 
charm. (Chanda line no. 4) 


far set ype Wan fara ara afa Ae AT I h 1 
Wy aR ut aiga uea Fad SST aË S N 
UES TH hide thea SA at TA AA TT 9 


WT Waa aaret Ut at Faget Ga TTÀ 2 N 


sira jata mukuta prasuna bica bica ati manohara rajahim. 5. 
janu nilagiri para tadita patala sameéta udugana bhrajahim. 6. 
bhujadanda sara kodanda phérata rudhira kana tana ati bané. 7. 
janu rayamunim tamala para baithim bipula sukha apané. 8. 


[These verses describe the charming personality of Lord Ram. ] 


The Lord looked bewitchingly charming with a crown of matted hairs on his head 
(sira jata mukuta) in which flowers were tucked here and there (prasūna bica 
bica)'. (Chanda line no. 5) 


The sight reminded one of the ‘Blue Mountain’ (nilagiri) over which lightening 
dazzled in the sky (tadita patala) along with the stars that twinkled here and there as 
soon as they could peep thorough the gap in the clouds (saméta udugana)’. (Chanda 
line no. 6) 


The Lord was moving his hands over his bow and arrows (bhujadanda sara 
kddanda phérata)’. Drops of blood that were sprinkled over his body too added to 
the beauty of his form (rudhira kana tana ati bané)*. (Chanda line no. 7) 


This fascinating sight was like so many birds of red colour sitting here and there on a 
dark catechu plant’. (Chanda line no. 8) 


[Note—'At the time of leaving for the battle-field, we have already read that Lord 
Ram had been so relaxed that he had spent some time to tuck in flowers in the lock of 
his hairs on his head—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 8- 
9 that precede Doha no. 86. 


“In this imagery, the crown of matted hairs on Lord Ram’s head is like the blue 
mountain because of his dark complexion, the ear rings that shine as he moves his 
head is the dazzle of lightening, and the flowers tucked in the layers of hairs are the 
many stars that are seen in the sky. 


*This line can also be read as “Lord Ram was turning or moving the bow and arrows 
in his two hands.” 


“It was a battle-field, and not a royal court. A warrior who has just a while ago 
vanquished his enemy in a bloody duel is bound to be splattered with blood, and not 
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sprinkled with scented water. Everything has its proper place where it finds its glory; 
while blood would be at odds in the ceremonial environment of pomp and pageantry 
of a royal court, it fits in perfectly well in the background of a battle-field. 


‘Here, the dark complexioned body of Lord Ram is compared to the catechu plant, 
and the drops of blood on his body to the bird with red feathers. ] 


do, puree at afs wy sista feu at aa 
UCT HA UT BI TT TE ATA Tah Ul Qo} tl 
doha. 
krpadrsti kari brsti prabhu abhaya ki'é sura brnda. 
bhalu kisa saba harasé jaya sukha dhama mukunda. 103. 


Lord Ram glanced gracefully at the gods as if he was showering his blessing of 
fearlessness upon all of them. 

All the monkeys and bears too felt exhilarated, applauding the Lord and 
saying: ‘Glory to the Lord, Victory to you who is an embodiment of happiness, and a 
provider of joy and freedom from fears to others’.' (Doha no. 103) 


[Note—'This is the 8" day that marks the end of the Epic War of Lanka. Now let us 
quickly recapitulate the verses of Ram Charit Manas that help us to trace the progress 
of the war and count the number of days it lasted. 


Chronology of the War of Lanka:-- 


1“ day of war—RCM, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
39—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 48. 


2™ day of war—RCM, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 
49—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precede Doha no. 55. 


3™ day of war—RCM, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
64—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 72. 


4" day of war—RCM, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 
72—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 75. {Meghanad fights during the 
day and does a fire sacrifice in the night. } 


5"" day of war—RCM, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
75—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 78. {Meghanad killed by Laxman. } 


6"" day of war—RCM, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 73—to 
Doha no. 84. {Ravana enters the battle field; he performs a fire sacrifice in the 
evening. } 


7" day of the war—RCM, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
85—to Doha no. 98. 
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The intervening night of the 7" and 8" day of the war—RCM, Lanka Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 99—to Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 
100. 


g™ day of the war (Ravana’s death)—RCM, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 100—to Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 103. 


It is to be noted here that a careful analysis of Ram Charit Manas shows that Ravana 
was killed on the 8" day of the epic war, as is evident from the chronology of day-to- 
day battles as outlined herein above. But the traditional view is that he was killed on 
the 9"" day of the war, and his cremation was done on the 10" day—apropos Ramayan 
according to Devi Puran Mahabhagwat, Canto 47, verse nos. 69-72. ] 


dio, Ufa far twa iA | qed fat enh Gla wT le Ul 
qaf de trad sts ag | ate Sars waa Ue ang tt R? M 


caupa’. 


pati sira dekhata mandodari. muruchita bikala dharani khasi pari. 1. 
jubati brnda rovata uthi dha'im. tehi utha'i ravana pahim aim. 2. 


No sooner had Mandodari seen her husband’s head falling right before her’, than she 
swooned and fell down unconscious on the ground. (1) 


The women folk of the royal household (maids, servitors, guards and other royal 
attendants) too broke down, weeping and grieving along with Mandodari at the death 
of their lord (Ravana). They lifted Mandodari up from the ground, and brought her to 
the place (in the battle-field) where Ravana’s body lay on the ground’. (2) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 103. 


They all came to the battle-field to see Ravana’s dead body for the last time, and pay 
their last respects to him. 

They also wanted to verify if Ravana was actually dead, for merely seeing his 
heads was no guarantee that he was really dead. During the course of the war, his 
heads were severed many times by Lord Ram, and all these heads had flown here and 
there in the sky, and after sometimes they must have landed somewhere. So therefore, 
the palace women could not be absolutely certain that Ravana was dead by merely 
seeing his severed heads. Hence, they wished to ascertain the facts by visiting the 
battle-ground and seeing for themselves that Ravana was indeed dead. ] 


ufa n tha a até Gent bee Ha aS TTT AMT 3 N 
aS tle fate ArT Wad Hels Ward TATT Ul X I 
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pati gati dékhi tē karahirn pukara. chūțē kaca nahi bapusa sambhara. 3. 
ura tarana karahim bidhi nana. rovata karahim pratapa bakhana. 4. 


When they (Mandodari as well as all other ladies who accompanied her) saw the 
condition of their lord (“pati”; i.e. Ravana)! (lying prostrate and motionless on the 
ground, with all his heads and limbs cut-off, and covered with a thick cake of dust 
mixed with dried blood), they wailed and lamented most woefully, crying in agony of 
grief, dismay and distress. 

Their long tresses were disheveled and in complete disorder; they weren’t in 
control of themselves and their bodies. (3) 


All of them woefully beat their chests and felt utterly miserable in their hearts while 
remembering their lord’s greatness and glories, which they, led by their grieving 
queen Mandodari, enumerated in laudable terms, praising him for his outstanding 
achievements for which he was so famed and acclaimed’. (4) 


[Note—'The word used in the text for Ravana is “pati”: it has a dual meaning: for 
Mandodari it meant her ‘husband’, and for the rest of the ladies it meant their ‘lord’. 


?The ladies were in great grief and overcome with remorse. No matter how bad, evil 
and cruel Ravana may have been for the rest of the world, for them he was their 
caretaker who provided them their security, their needs and their comforts; and with 
his death they had lost their lord and master. They stared at a morbid, gloomy and 
uncertain future, for they did not know what was in store for them, and how the new 
ruler would treat them. They feared for the worse as they already had a very bitter 
experience of how an invading army behaves on several occasions during the war, but 
more specifically when recently the small detachment of monkeys, who were sent to 
stop Ravana’s fire sacrifice, had ill-treated and humiliated them by dragging them by 
their hairs and pulling them out from the inside of the palace. {Apropos: (i) Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 85; and (ii) 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 10, verse nos. 24-32.} 

They guessed that after this victory, Vibhishan would surely ascend the throne 
of Lanka, as he was the next in line of natural succession. With the memory of how 
roughly his brother Ravana had treated him in full court and then kicked him out of 
the kingdom very unceremoniously, there were fair chances of his squaring up the 
account of the insults that he had been subjected to by avenging his anger on 
Ravana’s ladies; if not physically ravishing them in the worst scenario, then at the 
best by treating them as his mistresses and concubines on-call, who would be 
expected to gratify his pleasures at his will, or else face punishment, thereby robbing 
them of their freedom, honour, dignity and self-respect that all of them had hitherto 
enjoyed under their lord Ravana. 


*When a person is dead, it is a matter of courtesy and civility and good manners that 
only his goodness and achievements are recounted, and not his sins and evilness; this 
is the standard way obituaries are written. No one, not even those who had malice 
against him while he was alive, would say in public that the dead man was a vile 
person; for with his death his sins also die with his dead body. What survived Ravana 
was his soul, and this soul is eternally pure and holy, and hence without blemishes. 

If outsiders refrain from criticizing a dead person, how can his kith and kin, 
his close family members such as his wife and brother, durst ever gather courage to 
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insinuate him, for in case they do so then they themselves become objects of scorn 
and ridicule in this world? 

It is forsooth an undeniable fact that there was no greater warrior at that time 
than Ravana who had conquered the whole world with the formidable strength of his 
arms. He was not only invincible in the battle-field but also a great performer of 
sacrifices, as well as scholar in his own right. Even the almighty gods were 
vanquished by him; he had performed many a great sacrifices by the virtue of which 
Braham, the creator, and Lord Shiva, the concluder of this creation, had themselves 
been so pleased with him that they had granted him several boons; and as for 
scholarship, Ravana was well-versed in the scriptures and their Mantras, and his 
prayer, called “Shiva Tandava Strotra” in honour of Lord Shiva, who incidentally was 
his patron deity, has no match in Sanskrit literature. He also did severe penances, 
observed austerities, practiced meditation and contemplation, and taken all-in-all, he 
was a learned and wise soul. 

As to the question “why did he do so many sins”, the answer is: it was not 
‘he’, i.e. his true self known as his Atma (pure consciousness) that commit any sin, 
but it was his gross body of a demon that did it. 

And further, if we examine the circumstances of his getting a demonic body, 
we find that it was not because of some grave sin or evil deed of his own doing, but 
because of a nasty scheme laid out by one of his enemies in his previous life that led 
to Brahmins falsely holding him guilty and cursing him to become a demon for a 
grave sin that he had not at all committed. We have already read this story earlier in 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 153— 
to Doha no. 176. 

So therefore, to be honest to Ravana, the real blame for all his sufferings was 
not his own misdeeds, but the over-jealous Brahmins who had misused their powers 
to curse him without finding out the truth. ] 


qa aot AS Stet Pret ae ast SA wah APS ATG N 
Ae HAS Mle Teale TANT Vat ay WT US AT BATU UI 


tava bala natha dola nita dharani. tēja hina pavaka sasi tarani. 5. 
sésa kamatha sahi sakahim na bhara. so tanu bhumi paré'u bhari chara. 6. 


Mandodari, who was all the more sad and remorseful at the loss of her dear husband, 
honoured her departed lord by lauding his achievements in the following words: ‘Oh 
Lord! The earth shook by the might of your valorous arms. The Fire God, the Moon 
and the Sun faded in comparison to your grand majesty and astounding glory. (3) 


It is such an irony that you, who once were so mighty and great that the Tortoise and 
Seshnath (who are said to support the earth and the world on their back and hoods 
respectively) shook and shuddered when you walked majestically’, now lie fallen on 
the ground covered with dust! (4) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that precede 
Doha no. 182; and (b) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 25.] 
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TST HA AA GANT TT PATS at HTS TF AAT O N 
YMA MAT HTT AT As | SS] UNG STATA Ht ATS Ul N 


baruna kubéra surésa samira. rana sanmukha dhari kāhunř na dhira. 7. 
bhujabala jitehu kala jama sa'im. aju paréhu anatha ki na'im. 8. 


Varun (the patron god of water), Kuber (the treasurer of gods), Suresh (the king of 
gods; Indra), and Samira (the wind god)'—none of them dare to stand before you in 
the battle-field. (7) 


Oh Lord; you had vanquished even Kaal, the god of death, by the force of your 
powerful arms’. 

Alas! It is so unfortunate that today you are lying helplessly on the ground as 
if you are without any support; as if your legendary valour, gallantry, strength and 
power have altogether abandoned you. (8) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede 
Doha no. 8 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, Doha no. 182 along with Chaupai line nos. 
6-13 that precede it; and (b) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 
96.] 


wd fated Ge wets aa URS aot OT A ATS N S M 
TH AE Se SIT GENT 1 WET A HIS Hot NAAR I Qo N 


jagata bidita tumhari prabhuta’. suta parijana bala barani na jā'. 9. 
rama bimukha asa hala tumhara. raha na ko'u kula rovanihara. 10. 


Your (Ravana’s) majesty, greatness, achievements, gallantry and glories are famed 
throughout the world; the strength and valour of your kith and kin were so immense 
that they could not be sufficiently enumerated and praised by anyone. (9) 


But alas, such a woeful has been your fate by being hostile towards and harbouring 
animosity with Lord Ram that no one is left in your race (and family) to at least weep 
for you on your demise’. (10) 


[Note—'It is surely a biting and bitter taunt on Vibhishan—for everyone knows that 
he was Ravana’s brother, and when the ladies said that “no one lives in Ravana’s 
family to weep for him after he died”, a finger of scorn and contempt is pointed 
directly at his brother Vibhishan. Ravana’s ladies blame Vibhishan for their lord’s 
death, and for all practical purposes they indicate that they treat him as an outcaste 
from the demon race. 

It was sure to pinch Vibhishan’s conscience sorely, and he would understand 
that in the final analysis of history he would never be forgiven for his betrayal and for 
being an agent to bring about the ruin of his own family. ] 


4421 


qa aa fate yia aa ara Vasa fafa Pra Aras MAT N gg N 
aa da fax ast Sages Gare a fares ae stare e N gR M 
cael fare Utd Ser A AAT | SAT SAT ATS AST HAT ST UN 83 I 


tava basa bidhi prapanca saba natha. sabhaya disipa nita navahim matha. 11. 
aba tava sira bhuja jambuka khahim. rama bimukha yaha anucita nahim. 12. 
kala bibasa pati kaha na mana. aga jaga nathu manuja kari jana. 13. 


Oh Lord (natha)! The entire world, which the creator Brahma had created, was under 
your domain and command. The Lokpals (the gods who are appointed as custodians 
of the world) used to bow their heads before you daily to pay their respects to your 
majesty. (11) 


What a paradox and an irony of fate it is that now your majesty’s heads and arms are 
being eaten by jackals. [Why has this come to be?] 

But there is no wonder that this has come to be your fate because it is not 
unexpected as a punishment for your being against Lord Ram. (12) 


[Mandodari laments—] Oh my dear husband (pati)! You were under the influence of 
Kaal (death) because you had not paid heed to my advice that I had proffered to you 
repeatedly in this regard (that you were committing a grave folly by being hostile to 
Lord Ram, and that you must make peace with him at any cost)’. 

This Kaal had so much deluded your wisdom that inspite of my entreaties you 
had been so stubborn that you thought Lord Ram to be a human prince. (13) 


[Note—'There are several occasions when Mandodari had tried to persuade Ravana to 
end hostility with Lord Ram and make his peace with him, but he stubbornly refused. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Sundar Kand, Doha no. 36 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 4-10 that precede it; (b) Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8; (ii) Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 15; (iii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 36—to Doha no. 37.] 


Bo, Weal Wet HR Gt HM aes Wah Bt TAA g I 
wife waa faa aana at fre aag Ae HEAT N R UI 
SISA à UTIs Tt UMA Tal AT STAT 3 I 
wea feat Frat are wa art aar Pa N% 1 

chanda. 

jan'yo manuja kari danuja kanana dahana pavaka hari svayam. 1. 


jehi namata siva brahmadi sura piya bhajehu nahim karunamayam. 2. 
ajanma tē paradroha rata papaughamaya tava tanu ayam. 3. 
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tumhahut diyo nija dhama rama namami brahma niramayam. 4. 


[Regretting her husband’s stubborn attitude that he did not pay any attention to her 
entreaties to him to make peace with Lord Ram, which culminated in his death, 
Mandodari laments woefully—] 


What an irony of fate it is that you had been so deluded as to have treated the great 
Lord God as an ordinary human being, for you did not realize (inspite of my 
warnings) that Lord Ram is no one else but Lord Hari (Lord Vishnu, the Supreme 
Being) himself in this form, and that he is a like a great wild-fire that would reduce to 
ashes the huge forest symbolized by the great demon race. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Oh my dear husband (piya)! It is so unfortunate and regrettable that you had failed to 
worship Lord Ram before whom all the gods, including Lords Shiva and Brahma (the 
two great gods of the Trinity), bow their heads in reverence. (Chanda line no. 2) 


From the time of your birth you had always been hostile towards others, harbouring 
malice and ill-will for one and all. Indeed, your body was an embodiment of sins and 
evilness. (Chanda line no. 3) 


But inspite of all these shortcomings of yours, it is such a mighty wonder and a great 
good fortune for you that Lord Ram had bestowed you with the boon of being able to 
live in his own place’. [To wit, the merciful and compassionate Lord Ram has 
forgiven you for all your sins and misdeeds, and instead of condemning you to suffer 
eternally in hell, he has granted your soul eternal peace and beatitude. Verily and in 
all sooth, the gracious Lord has bestowed your soul with the reward of deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation that you could never have ever expected in your life. ] 

So therefore, I most sincerely, and with the greatest of honesty that I can 
command, pay my reverence to such a benevolent Lord Ram who is none but the 
eternal and faultless supreme Brahm, the Supreme Being, himself personified’. 
(Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'We have read earlier that the Atma, or the soul, of Ravana had emerged from 
his body to go and enter directly in the holy body of Lord Ram—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103. 

This is why Mandodari says that “Lord Ram has given her husband a 
residence very close to the Lord himself”, because a person’s heart is a place where 
those who are very close and dear to him find a place to dwell in a subtle way, in a 
symbolic manner. 

How did Mandodari come to know of this development that took place in the 
battle-field, far away from the inner chambers of the royal palace where she was at 
that time? This bit of knowledge that she had shows that whatever transpired in the 
battle-field was instantly communicated to her inside the palace by a network of 
informers and spies. After all, wars can’t be fought without having real time 
intelligence of the enemy’s strategies, and so every king had his own way of gathering 
it. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
14—to Doha no. 15 where Mandodari has told her husband Ravana exactly this 
thing—that Lord Ram is none but the Supreme Being himself.] 


4423 


Go, agg AA TTA aa p Als SrA | 
SAT Fe gia Tet ats ais TaT N go% I 
doha. 


ahaha natha raghunatha sama krpasindhu nahim ana. 
jogi brnda durlabha gati tohi dinhi bhagavana. 104. 


[Expressing her regret and sadness that her lord, i.e. her husband Ravana, had not paid 
his attention to her, Mandodari praises Lord Ram for his graciousness and 
compassionate nature by saying—] 


Ah indeed, there is no Lord in this world such as Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram) who is 
an ocean (or an embodiment) of the virtues of mercy, compassion, kindness, grace, 
benevolence and magnanimity—for he has granted you a destiny that is even difficult 
for great sages, hermits and ascetics to attain'.’ (Doha no. 104) 


[Note—'Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-10 that 
precede Doha no. 114 where the gods have said the same thing. 

Presently, Mandodari explains why she praises Lord Ram. She was a wise and 
prudent woman, and so she obviously understood that she has to live under a changed 
situation. Her husband was dead; her brother-in-law, Vibhishan, will most certainly 
not have a kind view of her; and she was now surrounded by those who were hostile 
to her husband. 

Even inside the city of Lanka, once Ravana was dead, all those who survived 
the war would side with the new sovereign, simply because it would serve them right 
to be in his good books. Some of Ravana’s trusted ministers, such as Malyawant# for 
example, had already expressed their resentment at Ravana’s behaviour openly 
{#Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede 
Doha no. 40; and (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5 that precedes Doha no. 48—to 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 49.} 

So therefore, Mandodari thought it wise and prudent to express her praise for 
Lord Ram in public at this crucial juncture to erase all traces of remaining animosity 
and ill-will that may linger even after the war ended. After all, she had always held 
the view that Lord Ram was the Supreme Being, and that he was very kind and 
gracious, but till this point of time her views were known only to Ravana. So she 
thought that it was the right time now that she should come out publicly with her 
thoughts, as it would make her an instant favourite with Lord Ram and his army, as 
well as with the new sovereign whoso he might be. 

This favourable view of hers for Lord Ram, and she hoped which would be 
graciously reciprocated by the Lord himself, would definitely ensure her peace under 
the new dispensation that would rule Lanka after the war. ] 


dio, Hele ae UM SMT LAC aM fg Bakes TE ATH g M 
Bt ASS ANS Achat Ut Aa UTA eTaTMT Ut 2 N 
uh crest tqafate Pent Wa we Ge AT TET tt 3 1 
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caupa’. 


mandodari bacana suni kana. sura muni sid'dha sabanhi sukha mana. 1. 
aja mahésa narada sanakadi. jē munibara paramarathabadi. 2. 
bhari locana raghupatihi niharl. prema magana saba bha'ē sukhari. 3. 


Hearing these gratuitous words of Mandodari, all the gods, sages and mystics felt very 
happy. (1) 


The creator Brahma (aja), Lord Shiva (mahésa), the celestial sages Narad and 
Sankadi, as well as all other sages and ascetics who were learned, wise and 
enlightened --- (2), 


--- All of them watched the glorious form of Lord Ram till their eyes were satisfied. 
The magnificent sight of the Lord (smiling and looking calm) made them feel 
exhilarant in their hearts so much that they became overwhelmed with emotions. (3) 


[Note—'They felt happy that since Mandodari was favourably inclined to Lord Ram, 
there was no chance of any resumption of hostility, for if she, being the queen of the 
demon race, decided against surrender, she could have led a fresh wave of revolt 
against the Lord by gathering all the remaining demon warriors—who had vowed 
their allegiance in favour of her husband, and who would now willingly side with her 
if she chose to lead them against the invading army, as well as against Vibhishan 
whom all of them held in contempt for being a traitor—to launch a second round of 
this destructive war. 

A war that destroys everything is not liked by anyone; so when the gods, sages 
and mystics found Mandodari in favour of Lord Ram, that she harbours no ill-will 
against the Lord, they rejoiced that at last peace would reign on earth. ] 


Ser td Cal Ga ANT tas Aai at Ga ATT YU 
ayy ce faction ge abet ida wy stole sire AET & UI 
cons de ag fata agerat i aght faster wy ute sar & M 


rudana karata dekhim saba nari. gaya'u bibhisanu mana dukha bhari. 4. 
bandhu dasa biloki dukha kinha. taba prabhu anujahi ayasu dinha. 5. 
lachimana tehi bahu bidhi samujhayo. bahuri bibhisana prabhu pahim ayo. 6. 


[Vibhishan at last was moved by remorse and guilt. Blood is said to be always thicker 
than water. So when he saw the ladies of his brother’s family, who obviously were 
closely related to him as well, weeping and grieving for his elder brother Ravana, he 
became emotional. ] 


When Vibhishan saw the ladies of the royal household weeping, lamenting and 
grieving sorely (for his dead brother Ravana), he was moved emotionally, and felt 
very sad and sorry. 
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Then Vibhishan went there (“gaya'u bibhisanu”; i.e. Vibhishan went to the 
place near the dead body of his brother Ravana where these ladies had gathered to 
grieve for him)’. (4) 


So, seeing the condition and fate of his dead brother Ravana, Vibhishan expressed his 
grief and remorse. 

At this juncture, Lord Ram called his younger brother (Laxman) and instructed 
him according to the prevailing situation. [To wit, Lord Ram asked Laxman to go and 
comfort Vibhishan. | (5) 


Laxman went and comforted Vibhishan in many ways’. Then he came back to the 
Lord, bringing Vibhishan along with him’. (6) 


[Note—'This means that till now Vibhishan was standing away from the spot where 
Ravana’s body lay on the ground, for he was near Lord Ram. 

The sight of the ladies weeping over the dead body of his elder brother Ravana 
at last made Vibhishan emotional as he was overcome with pangs of guilt and shame. 
He bethought to himself: 

“If I do not express any sort of sorrow at this juncture, it will be a tremendous 
scandal, and it will make the whole world scorn at me for my rudeness and showing 
irreverence for a departed soul, which is a contemptible thing to do by all accounts. I 
have already achieved my objective of getting rid of my cruel brother who had 
tormented the world for so long, who had relentlessly been committing all sorts of 
sinful deeds, who had so impudently abducted Sita, who was like a thorn for the 
world, and who had insulted me in public when I was being sincere in my advice to 
him to abandon his hostile attitude towards Lord Ram and make peace with him. But 
now he is dead, and inspite of all his drawbacks and shortcomings, after all, he was 
my elder brother who had sustained me all my life till that unfortunate moment when 
he kicked me out of the kingdom in a fit of rage. I must now forgive him; I must show 
my respects to him as my brother—this the world expects from me. 

Lord Ram is closely watching me and my actions. Say, what would he think of 
me and my character if I do not show any remorse for my dead brother, if I do not pay 
my last respects to his soul? Surely, I would fall in his esteem; he will think that I am 
a selfish and a pervert demon in heart, no better than Ravana. Should this idea sprout 
in the Lord’s heart against me, it would be disastrous for my own future. 

So therefore it is prudent and advisable for me to show remorse and sadness 
for my dead brother, and at least make an external show of sympathy for the grieving 
ladies of our household.” 


“Let us see what may have transpired between Laxman and Vibhishan. To begin with, 
Laxman went through the usual things one says while condoling someone who has 
been bereaved. He told Vibhishan: “My dear friend. Don’t thou grievest for Ravana; 
for dost thou wot naught that Ravana’s body was evil and sinful, and aren’t thou well 
enough enlightened to know that the gross body of any living being in this world, no 
matter how great he is, is mortal, and this body has to perish by way of dying one or 
the other day in order to release the trapped soul. Being sinful, evil, vile and cruel, the 
body of Ravana was destined to suffer severe punishment in hell; so what thou seest 
of Ravana’s gross physical body is what his body hadst deserved. 

As for Ravana himself, aren’t thou wise enough to know also that the gross 
body of any individual is not his ‘true self’; for it is the Atma, the pure consciousness 
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also known as the soul, that is truly that individual’s ‘self’. And haven’t thou seen 
thyself that Ravana’s soul has attained eternal deliverance; haven’t thou witnessed 
how the Atma of Ravana emerged from his sinful body to find an abiding rest in the 
holy body of Lord Ram who is none but the Supreme Being himself? Dost thou wot 
naught that? So why dost thou grieve; there is no reason for thee to doest that? The 
fact of the matter is that Ravana has been very fortunate that inspite of living a life of 
sensual pleasures, doing what he thought fit to gratify his senses, doing nothing 
worthy to be called meritorious that would entitle him for any spiritual reward, yet he 
foundest a destiny that is rare even for learned and illustrious sages, hermits and 
ascetics to attain. 

Have thou not heard thyself that thine sister-in-law Mandodari has herself 
acknowledged that her husband has been exceptionally fortunate because his soul has 
been bestowed with an exalted and singularly rare destiny that even the greatest of 
sages and hermits yearn for? Why dost thou grieve for Ravana then, for he hast 
attained deliverance, he hast achieved eternal beatitude and felicity, which he 
wouldn’t have ever attained if allowed to live a life of sin and cruelty to which he was 
accustomed? There is no need for thee even to pray for his soul, as people usually do 
when remembering and grieving for a dead person, for that destiny of the soul hast 
already been achieved by Ravana. Forsooth therefore, instead of grieving and 
lamenting and feeling remorseful, it wouldst be in fitness of things for thee to become 
calm, and make arrangements for his funeral.” 

After finishing this formal discourse to comfort Vibhishan, Laxman came to 
the main point for which Lord Ram had so hurriedly sent him to follow Vibhishan. 
Laxman instinctively and intuitively realized what was going on in Lord Ram’s mind. 
He had an apprehension that there are fare chances of Vibhishan suddenly having a 
change of heart when he sees his family members sorely weeping and grieving for his 
dead brother, as also the fact that since ‘blood is always thicker than water’ he might 
think that after all the demons are related to him by blood, that he is ‘one of them’, 
whereas the ‘others’, Lord Ram and his companions, are outsiders; these ‘outsiders’ 
had invaded his kingdom, they have killed his brother, ruined his kingdom, and may 
be now their chief, i.e. Lord Ram, would appoint any trusted minister of his, say 
Sugriv, the king of the monkeys, as a governor of Lanka, and assign some secondary 
role to Vibhishan just to keep him happy. It was also possible that Vibhishan, with 
these and other such thoughts churning his mind, would be prone to become more 
sympathetic to his demons than the Lord could expect. 

After all, with Ravana dead, Vibhishan’s objective in joining Lord Ram’s 
camp was fulfilled; there were chances of his thinking: “Well, after all I will be 
welcomed by my friends in Lanka if I explain to them the circumstances why I 
abandoned them earlier. Lord Ram is only concerned with retrieving his wife Sita, 
and that done he would go away to his own kingdom far away in the north, in the city 
of Ayodhya. I have to live here amongst these demons. So it will be wise and prudent 
for me to make quick amends with the demons who have survived this war and tell 
them that I am one like them, I am one of them; that I have more to do with them than 
the invaders.” 

This was an unsavoury scenario that Lord Ram wished to avoid at all costs. So 
therefore, Laxman called Vibhishan aside and whispered in his ears: “Look my dear 
friend. Thou willst be wise to come along with me to Lord Ram. See, the demon 
brothers of thine thinkest that Ravana was slayed by Lord Ram, ain’t it? Well, 
suppose they are told the truth that it was thee who had divulged the secret of 
Ravana’s death to Lord Ram—that he ought to shoot an arrow at Ravana’s navel in 
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order to kill him. Dost thou thinkest that then thine dear demon friends wouldst 
welcome thee warmly? All bonhomie that thou hope wouldst be there for thee in 
Lanka shouldst thou decide to go back to Lanka with these grieving ladies of the royal 
household, then perish the thought if thou hast it. Bless thine self if the demons 
wouldst naught kill thee mercilessly instantly for thy being a traitor who hast betrayed 
thine own race. 

Remember friend, thou art to be anointed as the next king of Lanka; Lord Ram 
hast already promised this reward to thee, and the Lord is singularly true to his words. 
Since Lord Ram has been victorious in this war, no one wouldst durst oppose thee if 
thou are appointed king by the Lord himself, under his auspices. On the contrary, 
imagine thine doomed fate if the demon race comest to know that it is thee who hast 
been actually responsible for Ravana’s death by divulging the secret way to kill him. 
Thou wouldst be loathed by one and all; thou wouldst be neither here nor there, and 
left high and dry; thou wouldst have no face to show to Lord Ram then and seek his 
intervention on thine behalf. Hence, it’s in thine own interests to come along with me 
to Lord Ram forthwith. Thy willst be absolutely safe that way and assured of gaining 
the crown of the kingdom of Lanka.” 

Obviously, Vibhishan was terrified at these prospects; if he had secretly 

harboured any thoughts of returning to Lanka at this point of time, such thoughts flew 
away fast from him as a dry leaf that is swept away in a gust of wind. 
Meanwhile, the chronicler of this magnificent Story, the author of this Book, wishes 
to bring on record that the above narrative documents only the lighter part of what 
actually transpired between Laxman and Vibhishan at that point of time; for after this 
initial talk done in a lighter vein to dissuade Vibhishan from getting distracted by 
weeping ladies and his own heart that was overcome with remorse, Laxman became a 
little more serious and consoled Vibhishan by invoking metaphysical knowledge as 
expounded in the Upanishads, because this knowledge helps the grieving person to 
overcome the sadness of his heart and remove any guilt that his conscience may 
harbour. 

What Laxman told Vibhishan next, according to Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka 
Kand, Canto 12, verse nos. 9-30, is this in brief: “My dear friend. Look, you are a 
wise soul, so I believe that you understand that the gross body of any living being is 
not his ‘true self’, that the ‘true self is his Atma, his soul, which is pure 
consciousness. You must know that the gross body has many faults and is perishable, 
while the Atma is eternal and pure. I am sure you must also be aware that the Atma 
has no relationships; all relationships that exist in this world are limited to the gross 
body. Tell me, for whom are you grieving? Is it for your brother Ravana? See for 
yourself how wrong you are. Your brother’s real identity is his Atma, and this Atma 
knows no relationships. Further, this Atma of your brother Ravana hasn’t died; on the 
contrary it has been freed from the cage of a sinful body of a demon in which it was 
trapped, to find liberation and deliverance. 

Since the Atma is your brother Ravana’s true self or true identity, since the 
Atma does not die as it is an eternal entity, and since the Atma is sublime, holy and 
divine because it is pure consciousness, where is the cause of your lamenting at the 
death of you brother? It’s merely your imagination that Ravana has died; for the Atma 
never dies. You ought to rejoice instead of grieving because your brother’s Atma has 
found deliverance, emancipation and salvation; because it has been freed from the 
cage of a demonic body in which it was trapped. The longer Ravana’s Atma had lived 
in his body, the more it would have suffered, because his body was that of a ‘demon’ 
and so it would have continued to do what was normal for it to do, which means doing 
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sinful and evil deeds. Again, since every action has its result, it would be natural to 
expect that Ravana’s Atma would have been burdened more and more by the sins he 
committed by his demon body. 

So therefore, you must rather thank Lord Ram that he has blessed Ravana’s 
Atma by providing it liberation from the quagmire of sins and their consequences by 
killing his body so that the Atma that was trapped inside it can find its freedom. 

What’s more glorious than anything else is that Ravana’s Atma has found a 
destination that even exalted sages and ascetics find it difficult to attain; it has been 
accepted by the Supreme Being himself. Have you not witnessed that Ravana’s Atma 
had exited from his sinful body in the form of a shaft of light to enter the holy body of 
Lord Ram, implying that the Lord has accepted Ravana’s Atma and made it 
indistinguishable and inseparable from his own Atma (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103). 

Vibhishan, just imagine how fortunate and blessed your brother Ravana is; he 
does not deserve weeping and grieving; rather he deserves a salute from you. You 
ought to be proud in calling yourself Ravana’s brother, because remember that not 
everyone is fortunate to find a place inside Lord Ram’s heart as your brother has 
found. 

And as for Ravana’s body, here it lies before you. It was sinful and evil. Tell 
me honestly, would any man in his right senses like to weep and lament at the loss of 
such a vile thing as was the body of Ravana? Its good riddance rather, ain’t it? So 
therefore, feel comforted; stop lamenting and feeling remorseful like an ignorant 
person. Get up and do what you are now expected to do for Ravana whom you call 
your brother: perform his last rites and pay your obeisance to him. That is the proper 
thing for you to do under the present circumstance. Grieving, lamenting, feeling 
remorseful and guilty for something over which you have no control does not behove 
of a wise soul like you. 


*Lord Ram closely observed Vibhishan’s behaviour. So the Lord decided quickly to 
send Laxman to Vibhishan with two purposes in mind: The first reason was obviously 
to comfort Vibhishan like a true friend should do in times of distress. The second 
reason was more subtle. It was to ensure that Vibhishan should not suddenly have a 
change of heart once Ravana was dead, and turn against the Lord by joining the 
demons who were, after all, related to him by blood. 

It is to be noted here that when Vibhishan went forward to join the royal ladies 
grieving by the side of the dead body of Ravana, he had not taken Lord Ram’s 
permission. Vibhishan had gone there impulsively, for he was overcome with remorse 
and shame. This raised certain doubts in the Lord’s mind about his intentions. 

Lord Ram felt that he could not take chances; there was a certain degree of 
risk in leaving Vibhishan too long with the ladies of his dead brother so that they can 
have a conference. Perhaps Vibhishan would now suddenly have a change of heart— 
because Ravana, with whom he wanted to settle personal scores for the insult that the 
latter had inflicted upon him, was now dead, and with his death Vibhishan’s mind was 
freed of all fears from his brother. So there were chances that he may turn his back on 
his protector and patron Lord Ram now, thinking: “Since my chief objective in 
joining the Lord’s camp has been achieved, why should I now remain under his 
sovereignty. Now I am a king of Lanka, and the demons are related to me by blood. 
After all, Lord Ram and his army are invaders. They are enemies of Lanka and the 
demon race; how can they be my true friends? They needed me to help them against 
Ravana and the demon army as I could provide them with vital information and clues 
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as how to win the war, as much as I needed them to protect me against my inimical 
brother who was baying for my blood. We both have served our respective purposes. 
Enemies who have fought deadly wars can never be true friends in the long run, so 
goes the saying. I am a demon by birth, and no matter how much I try to prove my 
integrity and allegiance in favour of Lord Ram, to whom I truly feel obliged and 
submissive, yet I doubt that few in the monkey army would truly believe me and have 
faith in me, for they will always treat me as Ravana’s brother. 

And now that I have openly shown my remorse and grief at my brother’s 
death, which was spontaneous and natural for me to do, the doubt about my integrity 
and loyalty for Lord Ram that anyone in the Lord’s company has had for me would be 
reinforced and aggravated. What should I do now? Shall I excuse myself from Lord 
Ram and explain to him that I must return to the city of Lanka with these ladies in 
order to restore order there, as a void has been created with Ravana’s death and the 
throne is empty. Or should I wait to see if Lord Ram fulfils his promise of making me 
the king of Lanka at the end of the war. But supposing the Lord changes his mind 
once his objective of vanquishing Ravana has been accomplished; suppose he decides 
to appoint someone else as Lanka’s governor before returning to his own kingdom of 
Ayodhya? What would I do then? If I oppose, the monkeys would catch me and put 
me in shackles. So, should I join these ladies and accompany them back to the fort 
while there is still time for me? Surely, Lord Ram would not be as ungracious and in- 
courteous as to show any rudeness in the front of these ladies; which will provide me 
a safety net to escape. Say, what am I ought to do?” 

Laxman was quickly by Vibhishan’s side, leaving no time for him to enter into 
any consultation with either the grieving ladies or the remaining demon warriors who 
stood guarding the dead body of Ravana. After usual condolences and formalities for 
such occasions as noted herein above in note no. 2, Laxman diplomatically prevailed 
upon Vibhishan to bring him to Lord Ram.] 
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Lord Ram looked at Vibhishan very gracefully and courteously (to reassure him that 
the Lord has a great degree of respect for him, and that he should never doubt Lord 
Ram’s abiding faith in him, as well as the Lord’s promise of abiding friendship with 
him). 

Then Lord Ram advised Vibhishan to discard all grief and do his duty of 
performing the last rites of Ravana’. (7) 


Whereat, Vibhishan obeyed the instructions of Lord Ram and performed the last rites 
of Ravana in accordance with the circumstances of place and time’, and as prescribed 
by the scriptures. (8) 


[Note—'It is so praiseworthy and an honourable act for Lord Ram that he would take 
care that Ravana’s mortal remains should be properly laid to rest. Rarely would any 
conqueror think in this righteous and laudable way that he would pay special attention 
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to those who have fallen dead during the war to ensure that the dead were given a 
proper funeral. 

Vibhishan was Ravana’s brother, and so being related with blood to the dead 
king, he was the right person to perform Ravana’s last rites. 


*The circumstances of place and time of Ravana’s death were not ordinary. It was a 
battle-field; it was the country of demons who had their own system of dealing with 
their dead; it was almost the end of the day and time of eventide when the war finally 
ended; the whole ground was littered with dead warriors. 

So therefore Ravana’s last rites were performed by Vibhishan in the best 
manner he could under these circumstances. There couldn’t be elaborate rituals 
befitting the funeral of a king; everything had to be done in brief. Nevertheless, all 
basics as prescribed by the scriptures were observed. 


How did Vibhishan perform the last rites of Ravana? This question is answered in 
Veda Vyas’ “Adhyatma Ramayan”, Lanka Kand, Canto 12, verse nos. 36-37. 
This is what is narrated there: 
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36-39. Vibhishan laid the corpse of Ravana on the funeral pyre by observing all the 
traditional regulations and rules that are prescribed for the cremation of a father’, 
Then he duly consigned the body of Ravana to the flames by lighting the funeral pile 
in the prescribed manner (36). 

In these rituals, he was accompanied by his surviving relatives and ministers 
of the demon kingdom. He also duly completed the ‘offering of the fire’ ritual (dadau 
ca pavakam tasya in a traditional and sanctified manner (37)#. 

Then he (Vibhishan) took a purifying bath as part of the ritual of ablution, and with 
wet clothes still on his body, he offered a palm-full of water having some sesame 
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seeds and a few blades of grass in it to the departed soul as per established tradition 
for performing of last rites (38). 

After offering his oblations in this way, he put his head to the ground as a 
token of respect and reverence to the departed soul, and then repeatedly condoled 
those grieving women (of Ravana's household) by using soothing words of 
consolation and condolence’ (39). 


{Note—'To the credit of Vibhishan, he showed all respects to Ravana and performed 
his last rites like a son would do for his father. All past animosity and hatred was 
buried and burnt with the burning of the body of Ravana. 

This verse is crucial in the sense that since Vibhishan had performed the last 
rites of his dead brother as a ‘son would do for his father’, he cleared for himself all 
obstacles that may have risen against him for his right to the throne of the kingdom of 
Lanka—because a son has the right to the crown after his father, the king, is dead. 

*The ‘offering of the fire’ ritual is a last rite when the eldest son or nearest 
male relative of the deceased puts the fire to ignite the funeral pile. When the body is 
almost burnt, he punctures the skull with a wooden spike and puts a globule of fire 
into it so as to complete the cremation process. Often times, this fire is put in the 
mouth of the deceased. This is called “Agnidaan”’. 


“Another point worth noting here is that no mention is made anywhere of whatever 
happened to the dead bodies of Kumbhakarn, Meghnad etc. It appears that their 
funeral rites were done quickly by Ravana himself as is usually done in war times. 
‘Quickly’—because there was no time for elaborate funeral rituals for a dead 
individual, and they were cremated along with the other casualties of the day in a 
mass funeral.”}] 
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Mandodari and other ladies paid their last respects to Ravana by offering sesame 
seeds and water for the peace of the departed soul (as prescribed by the scriptures for 
such occasions)’. 

Thereafter, all of them went back to their palace, all the while recounting the 
glories and majesty of Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram)’. (Doha no. 105) 


[Note—' According to established tradition, a dead body is first cremated, and then 
those who are closely related to the dead person take a purifying bath, hold some 
water with sesame seeds in the hollow of the palm, and sprinkle it on the pyre while 
praying for peace of the departed soul. This last rite is called “tilanjali”. 

Valmiki’s Ramayan says Vibhishan performed Ravana’s last rites in this 
manner—refer: Valmiki Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 111, verse nos. 120-122. 

But from a practical point of view this elaborate ritual seems difficult to have 
been actually observed, as Ravana had died in the middle of a battle-field, and though 
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a funeral pyre could be lit to cremate his body, but taking a purifying bath and finding 
sesame seeds, as well as a priest to preside over such rites, seems quite impossible 
there. This is why our chronicler, Goswami Tulsidas, whose book Ram Charit Manas 
we are presently reading, chose to say “Vibhishan did the last rites of Ravana in 
accordance with the circumstances of time and place”—apropos: Chaupai line no. 8 
that precedes this Doha. 

It means that Vibhishan did what could best be done under the given situation. 
He may have cremated the body of Ravana, bowed his head, raised his two hands 
before his chest while their palms touched each other, and stood silently for a while to 
say a quiet prayer for peace and rest of the departed soul of Ravana. 

Then the ladies went back to the fort of Lanka, and Vibhishan came to Lord 
Ram. 


“It is quite normal that after the last rites of a person are over, those who attend the 
funeral would go home while saying prayers and talking of God. Hence, the ladies 
were actually remembering the Lord God when they praised the glories of Lord Ram, 
for it was known to Mandodari that the Lord was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the 
Supreme Being. This is what is implied here. ] 
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Vibhishan came back to Lord Ram and bowed his head. Then, the gracious Lord 
called his younger brother Laxman (1) --- 


---And instructed him: ‘You, as well as the king of the monkeys Sugriv, Angad, Nala, 
Neela, Jamvant (the king of bears), Marut (Hanuman; the son of the wind-god)—all 
of whom are wise, sagacious and intelligent (2) --- 


---All of you go with Vibhishan and anoint him on the throne of Lanka as its next 
King’. (3) 


[Addressing the group, Lord Ram said—] I refrain from going personally as I have to 
honour the words I gave to my father whereby I am not supposed to visit a city till the 
time of my forest exile is over’. 

So therefore, I am sending my younger brother on my behalf; he will represent 
me in the ceremony of Vibhishan’s appointment as the King of Lanka. (4) 
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[Note—'A similar thing had happened when Sugriv was appointed on the throne of 
Kishkindha, the kingdom of monkeys. At that time too Lord Ram had deputed 
Laxman to anoint Sugriv on his behalf. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Doha no. 11 along with Chaupai line nos. 8-10 that precede it. 


*Lord Ram had given a word of honour to king Dasrath, his father, that he would live 
in forest for a period of 14 years as demanded from him by Kaikeyi, the Lord’s step- 
mother—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 29. 

Some time was still left before this period ended; and so Lord Ram did not 
wish to do anything which would violate this oath. ] 
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As soon as the Kapis (i.e. Sugriv, Angad, Nala, Neela, Hanuman, as well as Jamvant) 
heard the words (instructions) of Lord Ram (to accompany Laxman and go with 
Vibhishan to anoint him on the throne of Lanka as its next king), they set off 
immediately to carry out the Lord’s instructions. They went and made all 
arrangements for the ceremony to appoint Vibhishan as the King of Lanka. (5) 


They respectfully made Vibhishan sit on the royal throne and anointed him by making 
a Tilak Mark on his forehead. After that, they praised him and recited some verses to 
laud and glorify him’. (6) 


[Note—'When a new king is installed on the throne of a kingdom, all nobles of the 
realm assemble and put a ceremonial mark, called a “Tilak Mark’, on his forehead as a 
token of their acceptance of him as their king. In the case of Vibhishan, however, 
there was a difference: He had gone into exile after Ravana, the late king of Lanka 
and his elder brother, had disinherited him by kicking him out of the city. So under 
normal circumstances, Vibhishan had forfeited his right to the throne of Lanka; and 
had there been no war, the nobles of the demon race would have called a conference 
to decide who would be the next king. But that would have been the case if Ravana 
had died a natural death, or the throne had fallen vacant for some other reason. 

However, the situation here was different; there had been a war in which the 
demons had lost, and in this circumstance it is the king or the general of conquering 
army who decides whom to make a king of the conquered kingdom or country; for the 
vanquished, as the tradition is, lose their right to decide on this matter. 

Therefore, it was at Lord Ram’s discretion to decide whom to make the next 
king of Lanka. The Lord had already promised Vibhishan that the latter would be the 
next king after Ravana was vanquished—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, 
Doha no. 49 along with Chaupai line nos. 8-10 that precede it. 

So now Lord Ram keeps his words by sending his representatives to appoint 
Vibhishan as the King of Lanka in a formal ceremony. Since Vibhishan was 
appointed by the conquering general (Lord Ram in this case), no one in Lanka dared 
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to resist or oppose him, even if they did not fully support him, for fear of severe 
reprisal under the changed circumstances wherein a new dispensation has been put in 
place in the wake of defeat of their erstwhile king Ravana. Hence, all demons 
accepted Vibhishan as their new King, willingly or grudgingly, but nevertheless 
vowing their allegiance to him. 

Once formally declared a ‘King of Lanka’, Vibhishan had to be shown all 
respects and dignities behooving of a king. Now he was not an ordinary member of 
the demon race; now he was not an ordinary companion of the monkeys and bears 
with whom they can show common friendliness: for now he was a ‘King’ of a great 
and renowned kingdom of Lanka, and hence he commanded due respect and 
reverence. Now he could not be addressed simply as ‘my dear Vibhishan; or my dear 
friend’, but must be addressed as ‘Your Majesty; Your Royal Highness’ etc. Now if 
anyone comes to him, even his former friends in Lord Ram’s army, they must respect 
his stature; they just can’t walk in and put their arms around his shoulder, saying ‘Oh 
chum; how art thou?’ They would have to seek permission to present themselves 
before his majesty; and once ushered in they were expected to bow and pay their 
respect before saying any word. 

So therefore, once Vibhishan was duly appointed as the King of Lanka, the 
ambassadors of Lord Ram paid their due respects to him as befitting a King. ] 


wR ort Geral Fax are ated Aaa wey Ute TTE 9 N 
qa Tye atte aie cite ale ra gat Yat Ta HLS NC N 


jori pani sabahim sira nā'ē. sahita bibhisana prabhu pahim ā'ē. 7. 
taba raghubira boli kapi linhé. kahi priya bacana sukhi saba kinhé. 8. 


All of them (Lord Ram’s ambassadors) joined their palms and bowed their heads 
before him (Vibhishan) to pay their respects to him. 

After these formalities were over, all of them, including Vibhishan, came back 
to Lord Ram. (7) 


Then, Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram) called all the Kapis (monkeys and bears) near him 
and said words that pleased them all. [What did the Lord say? We shall read about it 
in the next set of verses. ] (8) 
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sansara sindhu apara para prayasa binu nara pa'ihaim. 4. 


Lord Ram spoke sweet words which seemed to be like nectar; and these words 
mightily pleased all those who listened to them. 

[Lord Ram expresses his profound sense of thankfulness and gratitude for the 
service every individual did to him. He said he was very grateful to them in the 
following words:-] 

‘It is by your strength, full help and unquestioned support that the enemy has 
been vanquished. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Vibhishan had got the throne of the kingdom of Lanka. 

Verily indeed, in all sooth, and without gainsay, these achievements have 
made your glory eternal, and have immortalized your fame in all the three divisions of 
the world (i.e. in the heaven, on the earth and in the nether world). (Chanda line no. 2) 


Those who would sing (remember and tell others about) the good and honourable 
deeds that you have done along with those of mine, with due respect and faith in their 
remembrance of these events (instead of scoffing at them, treating them with scorn, or 
attempting to find unnecessary faults with them) --- (Chanda line no. 3) 


--- Such persons would verily be able to easily cross (i.e. find deliverance from) this 
mundane mortal world which is like a huge ocean’.’ (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Lord Ram means that people must not read this history as a war launched by 
one prince to get back his wife who was abducted by some villain. It has to read in the 
correct context, with the right mind, and proper perspective. It is the history of how 
the merciful Supreme Being showed his grace upon unfortunate creatures who had 
committed grave sins in their lives, but who nevertheless yearned for deliverance for 
their souls. The Lord came down to earth to provide liberation to the souls of these 
poor creatures by killing their sinful bodies. 

It is also the history that teaches one to have courage and resilience in times of 
adversity; of what great things can be achieved by strength of will and firmness of 
resolution; of what selfless service and true friendship consists of; of how evil never 
succeeding in the long run; of the universal truth that no matter how powerful and 
mighty one may become at a point of time, yet a day comes when everything becomes 
a naught; of how oftentimes even the humblest of individuals can perform stupendous 
feats (as exemplified by Hanuman’s glorious achievements), and how such 
individuals can provide help when needed by someone much superior in the social 
and evolutionary hierarchy to them (as was the case of the monkeys and bears helping 
Lord Ram to defeat the mighty forces of Ravana whom even the almighty gods feared 
like the plague), implying that no one should be judged by his appearances. 


?To wit, by singing Lord Ram’s glories and remembering that the Lord God is always 
willing to come to the help of his devotees, a person would never feel alone, hapless 
and helpless in this world even if he is surrounded by seemingly insurmountable 
difficulties. 

This stanza also assures the devotee that even if he has committed any sins and 
errors in his life, there is still hope for him for getting redemption; he must have 
courage and purity of intentions, he must have faith and trust in the Lord God, for if 
he prays to the Lord for his deliverance, if he is sincere and honest in his prayers, then 
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the Lord would fulfill his wishes as he had done for Ravana and the rest of the 
demons, all of whom were granted the fruit of emancipation and salvation inspite of 
their being sinful and evil—for the Lord is very merciful and forgiving. 

Reading this enchanting Story that beguiles the heart and evokes wonder in the 
mind, reading it with the right perspective and thinking, will bring out its subtle 
goodness and the auspicious messages of exemplary spiritual and secular value that 
are incorporated in it.] 
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Hearing such nice and gracious words from Lord Ram, the monkeys and bears were 
overwhelmed with emotions of gratitude towards the Lord. 

All of them bowed their heads repeatedly before the Lord and touched his feet 
to express their joy and thankfulness to him! for being so kind, gracious and obliging 
as to publicly praise them and acknowledge their services. (Doha no.106) 


[Note—'Later on in the Story of the Ramayan, we read that once the citizens of 
Ayodhya were also so filled with joy and gratitude towards Lord Ram that they too 
had bowed their heads and touched the Lord’s feet to express their happiness at the 
Lord’s kind nature and gracious attitude—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precedes Doha no. 47. 

Again, when Garud felt extremely glad upon hearing the Story of Lord Ram as 
narrated by the saintly crow Kaagbhusund, he too had expressed his joy by bowing 
his head repeatedly before the latter—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 125.] 


dio, Ut Wey alter Ras STAM | CHT BIG HSS ATAT I 8 N 
Wart ates gag Mas HAST A TS Alot sag N 2 I 


caupa’. 


puni prabhu boli liya'u hanumana. lanka jahu kahé'u bhagavana. 1. 
samacara janakihi sunavahu. tasu kusala lai tumha cali avahu. 2. 


After that, the Lord called Hanuman and instructed him thus: ‘You go to Lanka [1] 
and convey to Janki (Sita) all that has happened’. Then come back immediately with 
the news of her own welfare. [2]? (1-2) 


[Note—'Lord Ram instructed Hanuman to convey the good news to Sita that the Lord 
has been victorious in the war, that Ravana was dead, that Vibhishan had been 
appointed as the new King of Lanka, and that the time has finally arrived for her re- 
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union with Lord Ram, a moment for which she had been longing and waiting for so 
long. 

Why did Lord Ram choose Hanuman as his messenger to Sita? It is because 
Hanuman had been to Lanka earlier too and had personally met Sita#; so she would 
immediately recognize him, which she indeed does as we shall read in verse no. 5 
herein below. {#Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 13—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 17.} 

It must be remembered that when Hanuman had met her earlier, he had urged 
her to stop worrying, for sooner rather than later Lord Ram would come with a mighty 
army of monkeys and bears to free her*. His prophesy has now come true, and so he 
deserves, and has the right, to receive any blessings and gifts that Sita would like to 
bestow upon him. {*Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 
that precedes Doha no. 15—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 16.} 

And we shall soon see in the verses that follow herein below that he was 
indeed profusely blessed by Mother Sita for bringing the good news to her. ] 


qa STAT TA AE BM aT Ara rarer em ut 3 
ag Van irs Ost Het | HEAT ars UP SMT It ¥ N 


taba hanumanta nagara mahum a'é. suni nisicari nisācara dha’é. 3. 
bahu prakara tinha puja kinhi. janakasuta dēkhā'i puni dinhi. 4. 


Then Hanuman went to the city of Lanka. No sooner the male and female demon 
residents of the city came to know that he has come, than all of them rushed forward 
[3] to welcome him and show their respects to him by worshipping and paying their 
obeisance to him’. Then they quickly showed him the place where Sita was confined’. 
[4] 3-4) 


[Note—'Hanuman was now visiting the city as a representative of a conqueror. He 
went in Lanka with a head raised in pride, with a broad smile on his face, with the 
demeanours and the stride of a victorious warrior. The situation had now completely 
changed since his last visit when he was an enemy’s spy, an intruder, a trespasser. At 
that time he was put in shackles, and the citizens had poked fun at him, kicked and 
punched him, and made merry at his discomfiture. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 25.} 

But now all of them went out of their way, and literally went over backwards 
to welcome Hanuman and be in his good looks. This is the way how people change 
colours like chameleons to suit their own interests. These same demons had earlier 
been praising and paying their respects to Ravana, and now all of a sudden they forgot 
all that he had done for them, and instead of feeling any remorse for their great king 
Ravana, and showing any contempt for Hanuman, they collected in large numbers to 
bow their heads before the latter, knowing fully well that a few days ago Hanuman 
was one of their most hated and despised enemy, for let us not forget the havoc that 
Hanuman and Angad had unleashed on Lanka during the initial phases of the war. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-4 that precede Doha 
no. 42; Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 43—to Doha no. 44.} 
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*Sita was confined in the royal garden of Lanka, known as the ‘Ashok Van’— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
8.] 


gR a wars aft ET aA qa Stent SST & I 
HEE Md WY HUA | Haet sat Hl SA AAA II & I 


durihi tē pranama kapi kinha. raghupati dita janakim cinha. 5. 
kahahu tata prabhu krpanikéta. kusala anuja kapi sena sameta. 6. 


The Kapi (i.e. Hanuman) bowed his head to Sita from a distance’. She immediately 
recognized him as a messenger of Lord Ram (because she had already met him and 
conversed with him)”. (5) 


She asked: ‘Say my dear son (tata)’; how is the Lord who is an embodiment of mercy 
and compassion (prabhu krpaniketa)? Tell me about his own welfare, as well as that 
of his younger brother (Laxman) and the army of monkeys that accompanies him’.’ 


(6) 


[Note—'When Hanuman had met Sita for the first time during his mission of 
reconnaissance to Lanka to find where she was held captive, he had gone quite near to 
her. Sita was jolted with fright and was so sore affright at seeing him, as she had least 
expected a stranger of the form of Hanuman creeping up to her so secretly, that she 
withdrew herself as much as she could and turned her back to him—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 13. 

So therefore, Hanuman wished to take precautions now; he did not wish to 
alarm her by his sudden presence. Hence, he stood at a reasonable distance and bowed 
his head before her. 

Another reason of his standing at a distance now instead of going closer is 
this: During his previous visit he had to maintain secrecy and speak as softly as 
possible, so that his conversation with Sita remained out of earshot of the demon 
guards. But now that was not needed; he could stand at a distance and announce 
himself loudly—and this is what he did. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 13 along with Chaupai line no. 1 
that follows it. 


*During his last visit to Sita, she had affectionately addressed Hanuman many times 
with this title “tata”, which with reference to Hanuman means someone who is very 
dear to her like her own son—for example, we have the following verses in Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand: Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 14; Chaupai 
line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 16; Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 17; 
Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 27. 


“Hanuman had himself told Sita during that visit that Lord Ram had befriended the 
monkey race and was all poised to come with their army to free her. So Sita was in 
the knowing that the Lord had monkeys as his companions. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 16.] 
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ae fare pact hae | ATT AAT Sea TATA I 9 N 
store wa faster ureat Vat aft Get Sta ST BTA Uf N 


saba bidhi kusala kosaladhisa. matu samara jityo dasasisa. 7. 
abicala raju bibhisana payo. suni kapi bacana harasa ura chayo. 8. 


Hanuman replied cheerfully: ‘The Lord of Kaushal (“kosaladhisa’; i.e. Lord Ram, 
the Lord of Ayodhya, the great kingdom which was also known as ‘Kaushal’) is fine 
and happy in all possible ways'. Mother’, he has vanquished the ten-headed Ravana in 
the war. (7) 


Vibhishan has been crowned as a King of Lanka; he has attained everlasting 
sovereignty over his kingdom.” 

Hearing these pleasant words of the Kapi (Hanuman), exhilaration and joy 
overwhelmed the heart of Sita. (8) 


[Note—'This answers Sita’s question: ‘How is Lord Ram, his brother Laxman, and 
the army of monkeys that accompanies them?’ Hanuman sums up by saying 
‘everything is fine with the Lord’. 


“We can recall here that during his first visit to Sita, Hanuman had also addressed her 
as ‘mother’—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 13; Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 15; Chaupai line no. 
1 that precedes Doha no. 27. 


*We have read earlier that the old demoness named Trijata, who was appointed by 
Ravana to guard Sita, had become very friendly to her. She used to update Sita about 
the development in the war. So it is quite natural that as soon as Ravana was slayed, 
and a little while later Vibhishan was made the king of Lanka, Trijata must have 
hurried to give the good tidings to Sita. But Sita was suspicious of everything; she 
doubted when Trijata told her of Lord Ram’s victory etc., for she feared that it was 
some new trick by her tormentors to tease her. 

When Hanuman told her of the Lord’s victory as well as of Vibhishan’s 
appointment as the new king, then only was Sita convinced of the veracity of the 
news. | 


Bo, AR RTA A eich CT AIST She UPA OPT TAT g I 
whl os dle Actes we fe feat af art aa 2 N 
Oy Aled À ura afaa ST Uy SGT A TT 3 | 
Tl Sif Riyaa sey Spt eT THAT NX N 
chanda. 


ati harasa mana tana pulaka locana sajala kaha puni puni rama. 1. 
ka dé'um tohi trail6ka mahum kapi kimapi nahim bani sama. 2. 


4440 


sunu matu maim payo akhila jaga raju aju na sansayam. 3. 
rana jiti ripudala bandhu juta pasyami ramamanamayam. 4. 


With great exhilaration in her heart, with her body thrilled with joy, and with tears of 
happiness filling her eyes, Rama’ (“rama”; i.e. Sita) said repeatedly --- (Chanda line 
no. 1) 


‘Oh Kapi! For me, there is nothing n the three divisions of the world which is as sweet 
and pleasant to hear as the words you have spoken. [To wit, the news that you brought 
to me is the sweetest thing I had ever heard of.]’ (Chanda line no. 2) 


Hanuman replied: ‘Oh Mother, listen! I am very fortunate and feel singularly 
privileged today, for I have had the good fortune of being symbolically granted the 
sovereignty of the whole world; there is no doubt about it. [To wit, since you are the 
Mother Goddess, being so affectionately blessed by you makes me exceptionally 
happy and delighted as if I have been made the king of the whole world.] (Chanda 
line no. 3) 


Verily indeed, forsooth and without gainsay, it’s an honour and a great blessing for 
me that I am a witness of Lord Ram’s victory over the enemy and his army, and I see 
the Lord and his brother safe and sound after the ordeal of a horrifying war.’ (Chanda 
line no. 4) 


[Note—'The word “rama” is used for goddess Laxmi, the divine consort of Lord 
Vishnu. Since Lord Ram was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, it follows that Sita was a 
manifestation of goddess Laxmi. 


ao. WL AA Vat Gael aa fed Ga ST | 
aapa haa WE Td THA N Qo il 
doha. 
sunu suta sadaguna sakala tava hrdayam basahum hanumanta. 
sanukula kosalapati rahahum saméta ananta. 107. 


Sita blessed Hanuman as follows: ‘Listen my son Hanuman (sunu suta -- 
hanumanta)! Let all the good virtues and auspicious qualities dwell in your heart. 

Let Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal, and Laxman (Anant) be ever pleased with 
you, and have eternal affection for you.’ (Doha no. 107) 


dio, Ha Ms AAT HE GS AM | Sal AAA AH Ag AMAT N g N 
qa STAM UH Ue Sis | ACHAT Gh HAT HAs Ul 2 


caupa’. 


aba so'i jatana karahu tumha tata. dekhaum nayana syama mrdu gata. 1. 
taba hanumana rama pahim ja’. janakasuta kai kusala suna’. 2. 
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[Sita continued—] ‘My dear son (tata)! Now make haste to devise a method by which 
I can see with my own eyes’ the pleasant dark-complexioned form of the Lord (Sri 
Ram).’ (1) 


Then Hanuman immediately went back to Lord Ram and told him about the welfare 
of Sita, the daughter of king Janak (janakasuta). (2) 


[Note—'Sita meant that though it is absolutely true she had all this while been 
remembering Lord Ram and keeping his divine form before her mental eyes 
constantly, never forgetting him for a single moment of her existence in captivity in 
Lanka*, but it is also true that she had always been longing to see the Lord’s form 
physically, with her physical eyes#. 

{*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 8 along with Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes it. 

#Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 14.}] 


gA deg aes | otter fore Sarr aA 3 M 
ameaga ch a7 aera | aeat aa of Sag N X N 


suni sandésu bhanukulabhusana. boli li'€ jubaraja bibhisana. 3. 
marutasuta kē sanga sidhavahu. sadara janakasutahi lai avahu. 4. 


When Lord Ram, who was like an adornment of the Solar race 
(bhanukulabhisana)', heard the message of Sita (that she was longing to see him), 
he summoned Angad, the prince of the monkey race (jubaraja), and Vibhishan (the 
newly appointed king of Lanka). (3) 


The Lord instructed them: ‘Both of you immediately go with Hanuman, the son of the 
wind god, and bring Sita, the daughter of Janak, here most honourably, by showing 
great respect to her, and ensuring that all manners of royal protocol and dignity are 
observed for her.” (4) 


[Note—'Lord Ram was a descendant in the line of illustrious kings belonging to the 
Solar Race of Ayodhya. The epithet “adornment of the Solar race” means simply that 
Lord Ram was the most renowned and the most glorious King of this race. 


*Lord Ram implied that Sita ought to be brought to him in a ceremonial and dignified 
way that suits her majestic stature. Put simply, the Lord wished that Sita should come 
to him like a noble lady who has been freed from her captivity; she should be properly 
escorted by female demon guards to show her the way to Lord Ram’s camp. 

The Lord was very careful when he gave this instruction, for he guessed that it 
was quite possible that his messengers, Hanuman, Angad and Vibhishan, would not 
know, and therefore unable to decide as to how to bring her to the Lord under the 
present circumstances where his camp was situated on the other side of the battle- 
field, far away from the main city of Lanka. They might wonder as to what the Lord 
wants to be done to her, and what would please him: whether he wishes that Sita be 
brought to him in a palanquin, or in some other way they were used to transporting 
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their own noble women, or simply like any lady released from prison and being 
restored to her husband. Was she to be taken to the Lord in the way she had actually 
lived as a captive in Lanka, or was she to be given royal treatment, dressed and 
adorned with ornaments like a queen, and then led to Lord Ram in a regal procession, 
with all the pomp and pageantry that accompanies such occasions? 

Lord Ram’s instructions were brief, and it was to bring Sita with due respect, 
honour and dignity being shown to her, though it was not clearly mentioned by him as 
to what he meant by what he said. 

In their zeal and enthusiasm to please the Lord and celebrate this happy 
moment, his messengers over-reacted; they thought that the Lord means that Sita was 
to be brought to him with due observance of royal protocol and dignity reserved for 
queens and noble ladies—which implied that Sita must first be bathed and sprayed 
with perfumes, then she must be attired like a queen and adorned in regal 
paraphernalia, and then she must be taken out in a royal procession in a decorated 
palanquin carried aloft by royal demon guards dressed in full regal regalia, with royal 
escorts and guards leading the way for the procession, accompanied by all the royal 
pomp and pageantry that are reserved for such occasions. 

And this was how Sita was actually brought to Lord Ram by his 
messengers—she was first made to take a bath, adorn herself with fresh clothes and 
ornaments befitting a queen, and then carried to the Lord in a palanquin in ceremonial 
procession escorted by royal guards and heralds of the demon kingdom. We shall read 
about it in the verses which follow herein below. {Apropos: Chaupai line nos. 5-9 that 
precede Doha no. 108.} 

Perhaps Hanuman, Angad and Vibhishan had, in their enthusiasm, overdone 
their preparations of bringing Sita to Lord Ram—because the first impression of Sita 
that Lord Ram got as she approached him from a distance was that of a well decked- 
up queen, fully decorated in regal regalia and smiling cheerfully with happiness, as if 
she had not undergone any suffering or pain at all; the Lord observed that she was 
being carried in a decorated carriage aloft the shoulders of royal guards and soldiers 
of the demon kingdom as if she was a ‘queen of the demon kingdom going to meet 
some honoured guest’, rather than ‘a lady who had been long suffering from pain and 
misery at separation from her beloved husband, a lady who had become weak and 
emaciated by the mental torture and agony incurred during the long time she had been 
forcibly kept in captivity by a cruel abductor, who being finally freed, forgets about 
everything else as she rushes to meet her dear husband with quick and eager steps, 
and with tears of joy gushing out from her eyes’. 

The watchful Lord observed that Sita showed no such signs. He also observed 
that all his companions in the army, the monkeys and bears, were fixedly looking in 
the direction from where the royal procession carrying Sita was coming towards them, 
and even the minutest detail wouldn’t escape their scrutiny—apropos: Chaupai line 
no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 108 herein below. 

These monkey and bear warriors were seeing Sita for the first time, and they 
would surely wonder at this incredulous sight of hers coming majestically like a 
queen attired in the finest of royal regalia, very happy and cheerful, showing no signs 
of pain and suffering. Surely, this would be an unexpected sight for all of them; it was 
totally incompatible with and at complete odds with the mental image they must have 
had of Sita based on the description given by Hanuman to Lord Ram after his return 
from the reconnaissance mission to Lanka earlier: as a sad, miserable, forlorn and 
despondent lady who had undergone long time of suffering and grief while living 
away from her dear husband, in the captivity of a cruel demon; who was supposed to 
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be under great stress and pain inflicted upon her for a long time since she was 
separated from her husband, and was not sure if she would ever be free again; who 
was not eating properly, thereby becoming thin and weak; who spent her time 
weeping and lamenting and grieving at her doomed fate. In brief, the sight of Sita 
coming bedecked in fine royal attire and accompanied by pomp and show did not at 
all fit-in with the miserable picture of hers that was given by Hanuman to Lord Ram#. 
{#Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha 
no. 30—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 32.} 

The Lord was not happy that Sita should be brought to him in a royal 
procession like a queen, because it gave a very wrong impression of her amongst his 
army chiefs and warriors—and it would be clear below when he expressly asked his 
messengers, whom he affectionately called his ‘friends’, to make her come on foot. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha 
no. 108 herein below. } 

This is also one of the primary reasons why Lord Ram would be compelled to 
put Sita through the ‘fire test’ to clear her of any imaginary doubt regarding her 
integrity, honour, self-respect, dignity and loyalty to Lord Ram, a doubt that may taint 
her immaculate character for all times to come, that might crop up in the mind of 
anyone observing her demeanours, her clothes and her external form, about which we 
shall read soon. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 108—to 
Chanda line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 109.} 

It is clear that though the Lord had ordered that Sita be brought to him with 
due respect, he had not actually meant that she be brought to him like a queen being 
carried in a palanquin in a royal procession; he had meant that she be brought with 
dignity and honour behooving of a noble lady, in a simple and dignified manner. A 
simple procession would be alright, but a procession of pomp and show was odd for 
the moment. Lord Ram had not expected that his messengers would overreact in their 
enthusiasm to please him, or misunderstand him, by bringing Sita in such a royal 
procession, with Sita fully decorated in royal regalia, and coming to with all pomp 
and ceremony. Her sight did not go down well with Lord Ram at all—markedly 
because he and his companions, i.e. his wife Sita and his brother Laxman, were to 
dress and live like a ‘hermit’ during the time that they lived in forest for 14 years to 
fulfill the words the Lord had given to his father Dasrath at the time of his departure 
to the forest—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 29; Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 79. 

In this background, Sita coming in a royal procession like a queen bedecked in 
all regal finery and wearing glittering ornaments was incongruous and completely out 
of order. Hence, instead of being pleased, the Lord took offence at it. He was also 
silently angry with Sita for being so careless as to allow herself being so decorated; 
had she forgotten her vows to live like her husband would in the forest; had she 
forgotten that the time of the forest exile was not yet over and her Lord was still 
dressed like a hermit. How could she then allow herself to be so finely decorated? The 
Lord decided that after undergoing so much hardship for so long a period of 14 years 
just to uphold the dignity and honour of his words, Sita’s single act of indiscretion 
undid all. The Lord felt very sad and unhappy. He had not expected Sita to be so 
careless and imprudent. So he decided she must be punished for her impertinent and 
careless behaviour. 

Glory to Lord Ram who was so strict an adherent to, and an upholder of, the 
principles of Dharma, the laws that govern right conduct, right thought, probity, 
propriety, ethics and righteousness—wherein not a single error and transgression was 


4444 


acceptable by the Lord. So therefore, the Lord decided to punish Sita by putting her to 
the ‘fire test’.] 


qafë ura me we Get 1 Aaf wa Pret ferrari & u 
att facies frete Rra i fre ag fates asm Ararat it & 


ag Went Wot Ute | fafa Shae SRST OPT AMT I 9 UI 
oT Ut are ast aes | AAR Ta Ta SAT Uf 
SAC Tash ME WAT A Tenet HA OT ESTA N S N 


turatahirn sakala ga'ē jaham sita. sévahim saba nisicarirn binita. 5. 
bégi bibhisana tinhahi sikhayo. tinha bahu bidhi majjana karavayo. 6. 
bahu prakara bhusana pahira’é. sibika rucira saji puni lya’é. 7. 

ta para harasi carht baidehi. sumiri rama sukhadhama sanéhi. 8. 
bétapani racchaka cahum pasa. calé sakala mana parama hulasa. 9. 


They (Hanuman, Angad and Vibhishan) immediately went to meet Sita who was now 
being served very politely and obediently by her female guards’. (5) 


Vibhishan gave them quick instructions, advising them as to how to treat Sita with 
great dignity, and prepare her for being taken to Lord Ram with due honour. 

Thereafter, the female demon guards made Sita take a bath and clean herself in 
various ways (using soap and perfumes etc.). (6) 


Then they adorned her with different kinds of ornaments. After that, a decorated 
palanquin was brought in for her to board it. (7) 


Vaidehi (Sita, the daughter of king Videha, another name of her father king Janak; 
“baidéhr’) then boarded it (the decorated palanquin) after remembering and paying 
her mental obeisance to Lord Ram who was an embodiment of (and a bestower of) 
bliss, joy and happiness”. (8) 


Holding batons in their hands, countless demon guards surrounded the palanquin and 
escorted it as it moved forward. All of them were very cheerfully and felt privileged 
to have gotten the chance to be the escorts of Sita. (9) 


[Note—'These were the same female guards who had been terrorizing Sita earlier— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 10. 


°To wit, Sita thanked Lord Ram for finally ending her misery and giving her peace, by 
invoking the merciful Lord’s virtue of granting bliss, joy and happiness to all those 
who remember him.] 


ST Ul HT AT BIT | Tash chile ARA ATT Nl go N 
whe TEA Heal AA Ag | Gitte AAT Wars AAR N Vk N 
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aug aft srt at are i faethe ae tara Tras 1 22 M 


dékhana bhalu kisa saba a'é. racchaka kopi nivarana dha’e. 10. 
kaha raghubira kaha mama manahu. sitahi sakha payadeérm anahu. 11. 
dékhahum kapi janant ki na'im. bihasi kaha raghunatha gosa'Im. 12. 


The monkeys and bears rushed forward to have a glimpse of Sita. There was a huge 
crowd of onlookers, jostling and pushing forward, compelling the guards who were 
escorting her to angrily push them back. (10) 


Lord Ram (‘“raghubira”; literally the brave warrior of the Raghu line of kings) called 
out to his messengers and said affectionately: ‘My friends (Sakha); please pay heed to 
what I say; bring Sita on foot.’ (11) 


Turning to all the monkey and bear warriors who were eagerly craning their necks to 
have a glance of Sita, the wise Lord smiled in amusement (bihasi)’ and instructed 
them as follows: ‘Oh Kapis! Look at her as if she was your mother; perceive her to be 
like your own mother.” (12) 


[Note—'Lord Ram chided his messengers for misunderstanding his instruction of 
bringing Sita to him with due respect, in a dignified and modest way, by showing 
unwarranted zeal and enthusiasm in bringing her astride a palanquin like a queen. It is 
immodest and impudent for her to be brought to the Lord in such a manner of pomp 
and pageantry—as it violates outright the vows they had taken at the time of leaving 
their kingdom fourteen years ago, that they will live an austere life in the forest like 
that of a hermit. The sight of Sita coming to him in a regal state procession 
accompanied by royal paraphernalia, with its attendent pomp and show, annoyed and 
upset the Lord very much. 

So he politely admonished his messengers and said: “My friends, listen. Let 
Sita walk to me instead of riding in a carriage. We have taken a vow to live like 
hermits during the fourteen years of our forest sojourn. It is highly immodest and 
uncivil for her to come to me astride a palanquin while I stand on foot, and it violates 
the sanctity of the vow that we had made at the time of leaving our kingdom of 
Ayodhya that we would live the life of a forest-dwelling hermit for fourteen years. I 
have diligently followed this injunction all through this time, but unfortunately Sita 
has fallen prey to temptations and fallen astray by violating the vows of an austere life 
by conceding to ride on a carriage, a palanquin in this case, which all of you would 
agree is not what is expected from the loyal, obedient, faithful and diligent wife of a 
hermit. Anyhow, the damage has been done, but let us now rectify it as best as we 
can. So therefore, let Sita step out of the palanquin and walk the remaining distance to 
me on foot like a wife of a hermit. There is no cause of shame in it, and there is no 
reason why she would be reluctant in walking now—for hadn’t she traveled all the 
way on foot from Ayodhya, thousands of miles away, walking through the villages 
and hamlets that fell on the way, through the lonely and fearful forest, visiting many 
hermitages of sages on the way? So, what is odd in it if she walks a few meters now? 

Besides this, these monkey and bear friends of mine are so eager to have a 
glimpse of her; don’t you see that they are craning their heads and shoving each other 
to get closer to the carriage? Well, let them have a chance to see their mother directly. 
There should be no hindrance in it. Let them see how miserable she has become 
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during her captivity in Lanka. Being a ‘mother’, let her see how her children are so 
eager to welcome her back, how glad and joyous they are to see her; let her bless them 
all with her benevolent and gracious smile, and let her glance at them to bless them all 
with her grace like the soothing spray of rainwater that falls on everyone equally, 
without making any distinction. 

See, these warriors have left their homes and hearths in Kishkindha for my 
sake, and so it is obligatory for me to respect to them by honouring their wishes and 
treat them all as my family. And since every child has a right to see his mother, 
especially after she had suffered so much for so long, and these children had exerted 
themselves so strenuously to liberate her from her miseries, there should be no 
formalities now; there ought to be aught naught between these warriors and their 
mother Sita. 

Hence, let Sita step out of the carriage onto the ground, and let her show 
modesty, prudence, wisdom and decency of behaviour by adhering to the vows that 
we had taken earlier that we will live an austere life of a forest-dwelling hermit for 
fourteen years, by walking to me on foot rather than riding on a palanquin.” 


Now, let us examine the reasons why Lord Ram preferred that Sita should walk to 
him instead of riding a palanquin to come to him from the place where she was held 
captive in the garden in Lanka. 

First, this would remove the danger of the palanquin toppling over in the 
chaos. 

Second, it would forestall chances of a fight between the demon guards 
protecting Sita and the surging crowd of monkeys and bears trying to get close and 
look at her. 

Third, it would give the eager friends of the Lord an easy chance to see Sita as 
she walks on foot as compared to her sitting in the palanquin with small windows 
with curtains drawn. 

Fourth, by making her walk on foot, the terms of his forest exile, whereby he 
and his companions, Sita and Laxman, were to live as a hermit who travels on foot 
and not on a carriage, would be fulfilled. 

Fifth, the Lord wished to remind Sita that she had done a wrong thing by 
allowing herself to be so finely decorated and riding in a palanquin, for did she forget 
that she was supposed to live like the wife of a hermit? It was inexcusable, and she 
must be strongly chided and adequately punished for her impertinent behaviour. 

Sixth, the Lord owed enough gratitude to his monkey and bear friends to let 
them have the privilege of feeling like the Lord’s own family members, and like 
children eager to meet their mother ought naught to be barred from this privilege, joy 
and pleasure, these monkeys and bears too had the right to see Sita openly and 
without any restrictions, albeit as their mother and not as a novelty. 

But then, there was a simultaneous risk to her safety if she left the security of 
the palanquin and walked on foot, for there was a huge crowd anxious to see her, 
pushing and shoving closer, and they might rough-handle her in their eagerness and 
enthusiasm. So therefore, the Lord devised a clever and wise device to get over this 
risk—by asking all the monkeys and bears to look upon Sita as their ‘mother’! This 
indeed pre-empted any imprudent behaviour on their part, and imposed a sense of 
self-discipline and restraint in them. 


*Why did Lord Ram ‘laugh’ or ‘smile’ (bihasi) when he saw the approaching carriage 
bearing Sita and the huge crowd milling around it? When he saw the way the 
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monkeys and bears were jostling and pushing and elbowing each other just to have a 
glimpse of Sita, he was amused as well as alarmed. The impression that the unruly 
crowd gave was that they were looking at something novel and wished to be the one 
who would claim later to have had the first chance to cast his eye on this novelty; that 
they wished to see who this lady was for whom such a violent war was raged; that 
they broke all protocol and good manners of keeping a dignified distance while 
approaching Sita and the palanquin she was in; that there was the risk of a chaos and a 
riot as the demon guards tried to push back the eager monkeys and bears by use of 
force, and at certain point of time there were chances that these monkeys and bears 
would lose their control and a fight would ensue. It was a dangerous prospect; but 
Lord Ram smiled as this itself was a novel and interesting sight to behold, a sight that 
was sufficiently funny as to amuse the Lord. 


*When he observed that the things were going out of hand, he decided to intervene by 
asking the monkeys and bears to observe self-restraint and good manners by treating 
Sita as a “mother”, which meant two things simultaneously—one, that she must not 
be treated as a trophy of war or a novelty, but regarded with full honour and respect 
that one would reserve for one’s mother; and two, that since a son inherently enjoys a 
certain degree of freedom while approaching his mother, so it would be alright for the 
monkeys and bears to come close to Sita to a limit, but they are expected to maintain a 
dignified and respectful distance from her. ] 


JA wey Terr Ure Gale SLI AW À AOS TAA BE ATT 83 N 
qia Gas set AE TR Te E aE stax r N g% N 


suni prabhu bacana bhalu kapi harasé. nabha té suranha sumana bahu 
barase. 13. . 
sita prathama anala mahum rakhi. pragata kinhi caha antara sakhi. 14. 


Hearing the words of the Lord, the bears and the monkeys felt very glad’; and the 
gods showered flowers from the sky (heaven. (13) 


Lord Ram had kept Sita in the safe custody of the fire god on an earlier occasion’. 
Now it was time to retrieve Sita’s original form that was presently invisible and 
subtle, so that she could be physically present, in flesh and blood, by the side of the 
Lord in a tangible form’. (14) 


[Note—'Why were the bears and monkeys happy? Till now Sita was sitting inside the 
palanquin, making it difficult for the Lord’s companions to have a glimpse of her. 
Now that the Lord ordered her to come on foot, she stepped out of the carriage. This 
enabled everyone to see her directly. They always had had the greatest of respects for 
Lord Ram, and so now they felt so fortunate that they were finally able to have a 
divine sight of Sita, the Lord’s consort. With Sita stepping out of the palanquin and 
walking on foot to Lord Ram, the need for jostling and pushing ended. 


*Not only the monkeys and bears, this also gave the gods an opportunity to pay their 
respects to Sita; they too felt exhilarated and expressed their joy by showering flowers 
upon her. 
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*Prior to Sita’s abduction by Ravana, Lord Ram had put her in the safe custody of the 
fire god to preserve her purity and secure her safety—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 24. 

After Sita’s original form vanished from sight when she entered the fire 
element, the patron deity of which was the ‘fire god’, what was left behind was a 
‘shadow’. Now it was time to bring her back from her safe haven; to retrieve her from 
the subtle existence in which she had lived during this period, and make her reveal her 
physical gross form that the world knows as ‘Sita’. 

So it was necessary to reverse the process by which she had been put into the 
safe custody of the fire god. What could that process be? It was to light a fire and burn 
the shadow in it, while at the same time inviting the original Sita, who lived in an 
invisible-subtle form till now, to emerge from behind the curtain formed by the 
brilliant light of the burning fire, and step out into the physical-visible world. Surely it 
was a fantastic development and a magical feat so astounding in proportion that our 
mind, with its limited abilities to comprehend certain mystical happenings that occur 
at the transcendental level of existence, fails to fully understand as to how it actually 
must have happened. 

In order to do this, Lord Ram had to devise a clever device which would serve 
a dual purpose: first, it should bring the original Sita back to the physical world, and 
second, it should ensure that no taint would ever be cast by anyone on her 
immaculacy and purity of character. What this device was, we shall read about it in 
the following Doha no. 108.] 


ao. af an Heat ae HoH gaia | 
Ora darth Ga cit Ax aTa N Qo? I 
doha. 


tehi karana karunanidhi kahé kachuka durbada. 
sunata jatudhanim saba lagim karai bisada. 108. 


That is why Lord Ram, who was like an ocean of mercy and compassion 
(Karunanidhi), said some harsh words (against Sita, or for Sita)". 

The female demons (jatudhanim) who had accompanied Sita felt very sad 
and sorry when they heard the Lord’s words, and began lamenting’. (Doha no. 
108)** 


[Note—'The epithet “karunanidhi” has been used to qualify Lord Ram to emphasize 
that he is indeed very kind, compassionate, merciful and gracious by nature though 
what he was constrained to do now seems to be a very harsh form of treatment 
imposed upon Sita by him, especially after her long suffering and her being sinless 
and innocent of any crime. 

Sita was made to undertake the ‘fire test of purity’. This was obviously a harsh 
measure; it painted Lord Ram in a negative colour of being heartless and cruel upon 
his poor wife who was immaculate, chaste, pure, faithful, and loyal to him. 

So, lest the world should form a negative opinion of Lord Ram as being 
heartless, merciless, cruel and over zealous for using harsh words for Sita and forcing 
her to undertake the fire test of purity, it is said here that it would be wrong to make 


4449 


such a erroneous surmise about him—for in reality the Lord was not harsh as he was 
forced by the circumstances to appear to be, but on the contrary he was very soft- 
spoken, gracious, tender in heart, merciful, compassionate, benevolent and kind. 

What could have Lord Ram said about Sita, either directly to her or indirectly 
by implication, that could be deemed as being harsh and seemingly unwarranted? 
Well, let us see. 

Lord Ram addressed Sita with a heavy heart; he said: “Listen honourable lady! 
If thou art pure, holy, untouched by evil and loyal to thine husband as thee profess to 
be, and as I expect and hope thee to be, then prove it to be so. Prove thy self by the 
sacred fire god as a witness; invoke the fire god to bear witness of thine inviolable 
virtues and untarnished character; prove that thou art above and beyond reproach and 
scandals. In the good interest of both of us, it is prudent and wise to settle this matter 
once and for all since you have been living in a polluted environment for quite a 
while, and it necessitates that you ought to be sanitized first before being accepted by 
me, for I do not wish a even a whiff of a scandal to tarnish either my name and 
reputation or that of yours.” 

“Sita”, further admonished the Lord with a sad heart, “You have committed a 
serious error. Are you the one whom I call ‘my beloved Sita’? I don’t think so from 
your appearances; you don’t seem to be the ‘Sita’ for whom I suffered so much, and 
for whose sake I took so much trouble myself and put my friends here into equal 
trouble. The ‘Sita’ I know was dressed like the wife of a hermit, modestly and in a 
most austere way#1. The ‘Sita’ I know is the one whose sorrowful, pitiful and sad 
picture Hanuman had given me after his return from Lanka where he had met her as a 
captive of the demon king #2. The ‘Sita’ I know had walked hundreds of miles in the 
forest with me, never once hinting that she needed a carriage to carry her onwards on 
her journey. 

{#lapropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 79 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 2 and 8 that precede it; Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
29; and Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 94. 

#2apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 30—to Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 32.} 

But I don’t see any of these signs in you. You are decked up in regal finery; 
you come in a royal procession with pomp and pageantry, astride a carriage carried on 
the shoulders of demon guards; your countenance is cheerful and quite the opposite of 
what I had expected it to be, and not only me but even my dear monkey and bear 
friends too had expected, based on Hanuman’s account of the Sita he saw in Lanka. 
So all those who are present here, tell me: how can I trust this lady that she is the 
same ‘Sita’ I loved and adored so much, and for whom I have called upon my monkey 
and bear friends to look up as their mother? With what face would I accept her as my 
loyal, faithful and chaste wife, and what face would I show in Ayodhya when I return 
there with a lady so regally attired as if she was a queen of the demon race, and not 
the honourable wife of a recluse Ram who had gone to the forest to live an austere life 
like a hermit for fourteen long years? I’ll make an utter fool of myself; PI subject 
myself to ridicule and scorn; and therefore it’s better for me to return to my capital 
city of Ayodhya without Sita than to carry this incredulously ridiculous and a 
glamorous shadow by my side as my wife. 

Woe to you Sita; what have thy done? How durst thou even thinkest of 
adorning thyself in this ostentatious manner? Woes betide you and me if I ever accept 
thee in the manner thou hast presented thine self before mine horrified and 
unbelieving eyes. 
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Tell me, how can I be sure of the sincerity of your love for me; how can I 
ascertain that you had suffered in silence in my memory when it appears from all 
appearances that thou hast lived a life of luxury. How imprudent and impertinent and 
irreverent thou hast been for allowing thy self to break the vows of austere living by 
allowing thee to be decorated in royal regalia and carried on a palanquin, whilst your 
husband stands on foot dressed like a hermit? Shame should bear heavily upon thine 
head and make thee bow it low. Thy behaviour is completely unacceptable for me. 

Nevertheless, I still wish to give thee a chance for repentance and offer 
penitence, for remember everyone who is present here, that I am the most forgiving 
and compassionate Lord the world has ever had and would ever know in the future. 
But to become eligible for forgiveness and acceptance, first it is expected that thee 
should prove thine integrity and purity and faithfulness by undertaking a test; and it 
has to be an acid test, for I don’t want scurrilous scandals and wagging tongues 
dogging me for the rest of my life. 

So therefore, be prepared to prove thine honesty and integrity by the ‘fire test’ 
as it would leave no scope for the smallest of doubts and existence of loopholes that 
might allow wrong impressions and ideas to flourish, that may eventually tarnish my 
own character and integrity, as well as that of my chaste wife Sita whom I indeed ador 
and love so much, to ever wiggle in and sour my reputation.” 

Lord Ram further chastised Sita by saying: “Thy honourable Lady! Do thee 
not remember that thou hadst cast aspersions on my beloved brother Laxman’s 
character and intentions when he tried to dissuade thee from forcing him to leave thee 
alone in my hermitage in Panchvati and come to me while I was away chasing that 
golden deer which thy rapacity hadst forced me to go and capture for thy pleasure? 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha 
no. 28.} 

Well now, repent for it; I pay thee back with the same coin by casting 
aspersions on thine character and integrity. Feel the pain and agony that Laxman may 
have suffered at that time due to thy uncontrollable tongue; now taste the same bitter 
pill that Laxman had had to swallow.” 


The demonesses, i.e. the female demon guards who had kept vigil on Sita during her 
captivity in Lanka, and who had escorted Sita from the fort of Lanka to the battle-field 
where she would meet Lord Ram, felt astonished and extremely sad by what Lord 
Ram had said about Sita; they were stunned at the Lord’s doubting Sita and using 
some unwarranted statements against her that were harsh and insinuating even by the 
standards of the demons who were accustomed to such things. It is because they had 
been first-hand witnesses of how Sita had suffered during the period of her captivity, 
and of her immaculate character. They had seen how she rebuffed all provocative 
gestures of Ravana, who had even threatened her with death if she did not relent and 
agree to surrender herself to his evil designs, and the harsh treatment she was 
subjected to. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 9—to Doha no. 10.} 

These demonesses had guarded Sita all the while when she was a captive in 
Lanka, and they were witnesses and could vouchsafe for her chastity, integrity, 
inviolability, and purity of character. So they were stunned and rendered speechless 
when Lord Ram, of anyone else, should say certain things that were best unsaid. They 
felt extremely distressed and sad themselves, and they empathized with Sita and 
shared her pain and grief when they saw the colour of her face change from that of 
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happiness at the chance of her reunion with her beloved husband, to that of utter 
sadness, grief, shame and dismay. 


**Taxman felt flabbergasted and extremely sad. He had never imagined that Lord 
Ram would be so harsh with Sita; it was incompatible with the Lord’s inherent nature 
and merciful character. So this unexpected behaviour of Lord Ram much perplexed 
Laxman. 

Laxman was unaware that the main reason for Lord Ram undertaking such a 
hazardous enterprise as ridiculing Sita’s character in public and compelling her to go 
through the rigours of the “fire test” was this: That the ‘real Sita’ had been kept in the 
safe custody of the fire god, that Ravana had abducted only a false form of Sita, i.e. 
merely her shadow, and that, with the objective of eliminating the cruel demons 
having been finally achieved, it was necessary for Lord Ram now to retrieve the 
‘original Sita’ from the custody of the fire god, and burn her dark shadow which was 
a ‘false form of Sita’. This event of keeping Sita in the safe custody of the fire god 
was done so secretly by Lord Ram that Laxman had no idea of it; and so Laxman 
can’t be faulted if he did not know the actual cause of Lord Ram subjecting Sita to the 
‘fire test’ in order to burn her false form and retrieve her true form. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 24.} 

The drama that unfolded on the battle-field of Lanka whereby Lord Ram casts 
doubts about the character and integrity of Sita, whom he and everyone else knew 
very well to be absolutely chaste, immaculate, pure and faithful to the Lord, reminds 
me, the author of this fascinating Story, of an episode in the classic tale of “Don 
Quixote” by the celebrated author Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, which is narrated in 
its Book IV, Chapter VI, titled ‘The Novel of the Curious Impertinent’. In this tale it 
is narrated that there were two fast and close friends named Anselmo and Lothario. 
Anselmo had a beautiful wife named Camilla. She was a perfect lady in beauty and 
character. But somehow, unfortunately, Anselmo got into his head to doubt her 
character. He prevailed upon his friend Lothario to become an instrument in testing 
his wife’s integrity and loyalty. Lothario tried his best to show Anselmo the futility of 
this foolish enterprise and point out his folly; but Anselmo was so stubborn in his 
mind that he wouldn’t listen to his dear friend’s entreaties, for he had become 
determined to carry on with his hazardous venture even if it culminates in his ruin. 

Now imagining how Lothario did his best to dissuade his friend Anselmo to 
abandon this stupid idea of testing his wife Camilla’s integrity and loyalty to him, for 
it would prove ruinous for all, for himself, for his friend and for his wife, let us 
visualize in our minds how Laxman could have himself reacted at Lord Ram’s 
suggestions regarding Sita, and how he could have tried to persuade the Lord to 
abandon this idea of testing Sita by the ‘fire test’, and what he might have said to the 
Lord in this connection as described below. 

“Laxman drew closer to Lord Ram and spoke to him softly and politely: 

‘My dear Lord and most respected Brother. I prithee to please pay attention to 
what I have to say to you before you decide to do what you wish to do. I beg that I 
don’t agree with you. What you intend to do is a folly out of proportions. Remember 
this: a wife is the other half of her husband; so by casting aspersions on her character 
the husband is ruining his own reputation; and to rob a man of his reputation is akin to 
death for him. Why don’t you see the ridiculous nature of what you propose to do: by 
casting doubts on Sita’s character you would kill her, for to live a life of infamy is 
worse than death; and therefore by ruining Sita’s reputation you are voluntarily trying 
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to kill her, and by corollary trying to kill your own self. Your desire is so strange and 
foreign to all manner of reasoning that it defies comprehension and logic. 

My dear brother. If I didn’t love you as I do, I would have left you to pursue 
your matter as you wish, but I know it would lead to certain ruin, to which I resist. 

When a woman was given to man in marriage, heaven ordered that they were 
made and pronounced as one flesh with two forms. To wit, the husband is a piece of 
his wife, and vice versa. Whatever affects her affects him too, because he is a part of 
her as much as she is of him. For in all sooth, the whole body suffers the pain of any 
one part, and the head feels the pain of the foot. So the husband is touched by his 
wife’s infamy because she is a part of him. 

Say my brother; do you wot naught that Sita is so immensely honourable, 
immaculate, pure, chaste and faithful to you? And if you know that your wife is 
possessed of these noble characters and auspicious qualifications, what have you more 
to inquire after her by putting her to such great embarrassment, by subjecting her to 
this harassment? And believe me, she is impregnable; the fire would do her no harm 
whatsoever. But nevertheless, the very act of doubting her is a taint in itself, and 
though she would definitely emerge unscathed from the fire, what will the world say 
about you; have you considered it? What face would you then show Sita once she is 
proved true by the fire test; wouldn’t it put you in the dock and shame you for having 
doubted her? 

What gain will you get, I don’t understand. What I fear the most is that 
unwillingly I would be forced to be an accomplice in this absurd affair, for being the 
next of kin to you it is but natural that I would be the one who is asked to carry out 
your orders to light the fire and walk Sita to it. What will Sita think of me? How will 
she ever excuse me? How will I ever explain to her my innocence? She has always 
loved me like her son, but what am I doing to her to repay her affection—helping her 
to step on her own funeral pyre? How will I ever convince her that I was not at fault; 
that I had no choice, for if I refused I would have disobeyed my Lord, that is you, and 
it would have been a sin of disobedience in its own right? 

Come to think of it my dear and respected brother: All three of us are losers in 
this venture. Sita would ever remain emotionally affected by this humiliation though 
on the other hand it would clear her of all taints; You would never be able to excuse 
yourself for this harshness inflicted upon her innocence self, and this guilt would dog 
you for the rest of your life; and as for myself, I would be the worst loser who would 
be forced to roast in shame and guilt for all times to come, for if I refuse to carry out 
your orders I am offending you, and if I accept your orders I would be offending Sita. 

You call me your dear brother whom you love like a son, and yet you would 
rob me of my honour; nay, you stop not there, for you oblige me to destroy yours too 
along with mine. It’s such a ridiculous situation that defies all comprehension. 

Suppose my dear brother, you had a brilliant piece of diamond that was 
priceless and rare, and the purity, quality and value of which was vouchsafed and 
guaranteed by the best of gem-testers and jewelers. Would you not be satisfied by 
their opinion; would it be wise of you to try its hardness by putting it on the anvil and 
using a hammer to hit it? You must own that should it be survive your blows, it would 
not be one jot more valuable and hard than really it was prior to your foolish trials and 
rashness. But consider this: should it break, or otherwise develop some scratch-mark 
due to the severity of your blows, the jewel would be entirely lost, and so would be 
the reputation of its owner, who would be so much the poorer for his impudent and 
silly act. 
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Sita is this rarest diamond; she ought to be held in the highest esteem of all, 
and that includes you. I don’t understand, by any fanciful flight of my imagination, 
that why then should you imprudently put her in the danger of falling, for in all sooth, 
your trial will add no greater value to her than she already has? But, god forbid, if she 
should succumb to the harshness of the trial that you propose for her because of her 
frail and weak frame, reflect with yourself on the danger you put your own self in, the 
life-long infamy and gloom that would descend on you like an all-engulfing shadow 
of doom. Nay, not only this, but you would never be absolved of the sin of causing 
Sita’s doom too, not to mention my own. What sense does it make? 

Consider this: A woman’s best asset is her reputation that is held high in the 
opinion of the world. Sita’s reputation is matchless; her immaculacy and honour are 
undisputed and unquestioned. Why say then would you, of all others, and with no 
purpose served, question her righteousness and auspiciousness yourself, by calling the 
reality of these virtues in question? 

Take another example. The virtues and reputation of an honourable woman is 
like a mirror of crystal. A mirror has the risk of being cracked if one uses a hammer 
against it, and it would be dimmed and stained by breathing too much upon it. Sita 
must be treated like a reliquary of saints, which ought to be adored and worshipped 
but not touched and tainted. 

My most respected and beloved elder brother, in conclusion I can only say this 
much that it is highly impertinent for you who are so exceptionally compassionate, 
merciful, gracious, kind, forgiving, magnanimous, charitable, and noble in heart and 
mind by your very nature to question Sita’s integrity, virtuousness, honour and 
righteousness by casting aspersions on her character by first using harsh words for 
her, and then adding salt to her wounds by insinuating her to prove her by the fire-test 
as if this test would establish something that is not already well known and 
vouchsafed with regard to her. 

So therefore my Lord I beg of you to abandon this uncalled for and totally 
incredulous way you propose to prosecute the innocent Sita for some imaginary 
misdemeanours which she is falsely and erroneously being accused and held guilty of, 
something which thee wish to set right even at the tremendous cost that thou would 
incur for thine own honour and reputation, because I have already told thee that a wife 
is an equal part of her husband, and if any half of a body suffers then the whole of it 
suffers. 

I know you love me more than anyone in this world, and I am aware how you 
lamented and grieved woefully for me when I had lain wounded on the battle-field 
after being shot by Meghanad’s shaft (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-17 that precede Doha no. 61). How come I know it? Well, one of 
our close friends here told me everything that happened during those moments. This 
unbound love betwixt us had given me the courage to speak up before you, for I am 
sure you will not take offence at me for questioning your wisdom and prudence in 
asking Sita to prove her innocence and integrity after her painful ordeal of separation 
from you when she suffered immense torment and grief. Why do you wish to 
compound her pain? 

I and you share a unique bond of mutual trust, faith, love and affection, like no 
one else does. You have always treated me more like a dear friend than a younger 
brother, for you have confided with me your most private of thoughts that one would 
easily share with a friend but rarely with a brother, such as those related to your 
charm for Sita prior to her marriage with you (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
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Kand, Doha no. 230—to Doha no. 231; and Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
237—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precede Doha no. 239). 

On my part, I was up in arms whenever I perceived any threat to your 
reputation, honour and safety, as was the case first when Parashuram came angrily to 
punish you for breaking Lord Shiva’s bow as a condition for marrying Sita#1, and 
second when Bharat had come with his army to take you back from the forest, but I 
had misconstrued his intentions and thought he had come to fight and kill you so that 
he can usurp the crown of the kingdom#2. 

{#1-- Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 271—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 280. 

#2 -- Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 227—to Doha no. 230.} 

This bond and trust betwixt us had encouraged me to tell thee what I thought, 
which no one else would durst have done. With this, I bring to a close my humble 
submission before thee. I will carry out whatever thine orders art for me now that I am 
satisfied that I have done my duty to express my reservations about what thou propose 
to do, and after thee has lent a patient hearing to me which ensures that thou would 
weigh all the pros and cons before arriving at a final decision. 

My beloved brother; I once again pray to you to calmly consider your decision 
before proceeding ahead. I have nothing more to say.’ 

At this honest and sincere expression of his thoughts by Laxman, Lord Ram 
smiled; he put his reassuring hands on Laxman’s shoulder, patted it most 
affectionately, and with love and warmth in his voice the Lord told Laxman: 

‘Laxman, I am exceptionally happy today. I have realised how much you love 
me. I listened to your submission with all attention, and every part of what you have 
said convinces me of your unbound and unrestricted love for me, and the greatness of 
your heart and wisdom. I thank you from the core of my heart for the honesty and 
love and consideration you have shown to me and Sita. I am fortunate to have you as 
my brother, for you are no less than the diamond you have cited for me. My dearest 
Laxman, rest assured that what I propose to do is in the best interests of all of us. 
There are certain things that have many facets and also have far reaching 
consequences, and a king has to consider all such aspects and weigh all the pros and 
cons of a given situation, as you have yourself advised me to do, before arriving at a 
decision, which may at times seem cruel, or incredulous and irrational to a lay 
observer, but for a king his decision has some definite purpose, it is taken by him with 
some far reaching consequences in mind, and it has a value that off-sets immediate 
criticism that a particular decision of his may evoke. 

Brother, there are many things I have to keep in mind. I am a responsible 
person, and I have a reputation to maintain as you yourself say. Do you think that I 
am an irresponsible person who would act rashly, without thinking about the rationale 
and consequences of my actions? Perish the thought; there is no one wiser than me. 

There are many things you aren’t aware of, and it is better not to insist in 
knowing about them (such as the fact that the ‘Sita’ you see is not the real Sita, but a 
shadow of hers, for the ‘real Sita’ is in safe custody of the fire god, and I have to 
retrieve her). 

Sita had insulted you and harmed your reputation by doubting your intentions 
and integrity at the time she forced you to leave her alone in the hermitage in 
Panchvati in defiance of my instructions not to do so. I could feel your distress and 
agony when I chided you for disobeying me and leaving Sita alone, at which you had 
expressed your helplessness because she had forced you to come to me by saying 
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things she oughtn’t have uttered. Being a neutral judge of everyone, how can you 
expect me to excuse her for this insinuation? {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 28; and Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that 
precede Doha no. 30.} 

See, she has violated the terms of our forest-living, where we three are 
expected to live an austere life of a hermit. She has come to me bedecked in royal 
finery, like a queen, and to add insult to injury she had the temerity to ride a palanquin 
while I and you are standing on the ground attired like hermits. Tell me, is this 
excusable; do you want me to condone it? If the world begins to criticize me for not 
punishing Sita for all these misdemeanours just because she happens to be my wife, 
what right would I have to sit in fair judgment over similar and related wrong-doings 
of the subjects of the kingdom when I ascend the throne upon our return to Ayodhya 
and assume the role of its King? 

My dear Laxman; I have an immaculate reputation to uphold; I am looked 
upon by the world as a bearer of the flag of Dharma (principles of righteousness, 
probity, propriety, noble conduct and thought, ethics and morality etc.), and I have to 
be extra cautious in my actions and behaviour. I must not set a wrong precedent; I 
must ensure that no scandalous story is weaved later on about Sita and my own self at 
a time when I would not be able to change or rectify the events that would have 
become history by that time, though I would then regret I should have acted more 
prudently and wisely while there was yet time for it. 

Remember: Gold is never tainted or dulled by putting it in fire; rather the fire 
purifies it further and removes all doubts about its quality. So is the case with Sita. 
Once she emerges unscathed from the ‘fire test’, her virtues of purity, holiness and 
divinity would be all the more shiny and radiant with glory, not any wee whit dulled 
as you might fear. I don’t want a doubtful, shadowy character by my side. 

So don’t worry at all. Everything would be fine and end on a happy note. Be 
rest assured and trust me. Now, that said, I expect you to do obediently what I plan to 
do, like a faithful companion and a loving brother for whom his elder brother’s wishes 
are paramount and sacrosanct, especially when that elder brother treats him as his own 
son. 

As to your worry that you will fall in Sita’s opinion for being instrumental in 
carrying out my instruction of putting her through the rigours of the fire test, nothing 
of the sort will happen as I myself would explain to her the circumstances of what had 
happened. Tell me: Do you wish somebody else should touch Sita and carry out my 
wishes of putting her through the fire test while you stand mutely by my side? Would 
it not in itself be a scandal that you had refused my orders? 

My loving brother and son Laxman; don’t worry at all. Have faith in me, that I 
shall do nothing that would injure either you or Sita in the least. But at the same time, 
I have to pretend to be harsh to ride over the wave of criticisms and scandals that 
would lash our shores in the future time. Remember and consider this: Sita had lived 
for too long a time in a tainted territory, a place infested with demons. They were 
flesh eaters; they were lascivious and rapaciously passionate; they were embodiments 
of all the vices and all manners of evil characters that one can imagine. So it is easy 
for anyone to say: ‘How can Sita have remained untouched by and immune to such 
vices when she lived surrounded by them all the time for so long, just like the case of 
a person’s clothes invariably catching the smell of the scent that has been sprayed in 
the room where he had tarried for some time, or of tobacco that has been smoked by 
others in a crowded room though he had not smoked anything himself?’ 
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Well, I have to prevent such things at all costs. So be at ease with your self 
and relax your conscience. Everything would be alright soon.” 

Lord Ram paused for a while and glanced at Laxman most affectionately. The 
Lord patted and gently pressed his remorseful brother’s shoulders reassuringly once 
again, and continued: 

‘My dear son, I have a special commission for you, like I had for Hanuman 
and Angad earlier. And like Hanuman and Angad gaining eternal happiness and glory 
for being my ambassador, you too would realize that you are not an instrument of any 
ruin for anybody, but the one who brings the tidings that would grant excess of cheer 
and joy to them. Now pay attention to what I have to say. 

When you draw closer to Sita, which you must in order to arrange the pile and 
light it for the fire test that is proposed for her, and then escort her to it and help her 
step on it, whisper my message in her ear. Tell her that I wish to remind her, in case 
she has forgotten it due to her long exposure to hardship, sufferance and grief of 
separation from me, of that private conversation that I have had with her in our 
hermitage in Panchavati, just prior to the appearance of Marich who came disguised 
as the golden deer at the behest of Ravana so that she could be abducted by the demon 
king. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precedes 
Doha no. 24.} 

While you convey my message, keep your eyes fixed on her face. You will 
observe that the countenance and colours of her face would change from sadness, 
distress and gloom to that of extreme joy, happiness and exhilaration. This 
metamorphosis would in its self be sufficient to convince you that you are not an 
instrument that exacerbates her sorrows, but a herald of her happiness and good 
fortune. To wit, instead of cursing you or being angry at you for becoming a tool of 
aggravation of her sufferings or humiliation, she would rather bless you profusely like 
you never can imagine. 

Don’t worry at all; I shall never do anything that would bring pain either to 
you or to Sita. You will soon realise it.’ ” 

This mysterious commission and the assurance of joy from Lord Ram, who 
never speaks a lie and is true to his words, helped to overcome Laxman’s inhibitions 
and any reluctance that he has had. So, Laxman obediently bowed his head before the 
Lord in silence, though his eyes welled-up with tears, even as contradictory emotions 
of sadness and joy, of helplessness and hope, of reluctance to carry out his orders and 
the courage to obey them irrespective of their merit, wafted through his distressed 
heart like a train of waves lapping on the shore of an ocean. ] 


dio, WY ch Te He at Hat | ale AA HA AT TAT UN g 
ASAT BIE ATA SH At | Wah WS HAE TS ATTN VU 
caupa’. 


prabhu kē bacana sisa dhari sita. boli mana krama bacana punita. 1. 
lachimana hohu dharama kē négi. pavaka pragata karahu tumha bégi. 2. 


When Sita heard the Lord’s words (i.e. when she learnt what the Lord wished her to 
do; when she came to know his instructions for her)', she respectfully accepted them 
with a bowed head, and spoke with purity and calmness in her mind, heart, 
demeanours and speech’. (1) 
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[She addressed Laxman and exhorted him to follow the path of Dharma (i.e. that 
which is righteous and proper to do), and help her prove her innocence. ] 

‘Laxman’, said Sita, ‘please follow the path of Dharma’ by assuming the role 
of a priest who presides over a fire sacrifice. Light a fire quickly (so that I can prove 
my innocence and integrity, and you shall be blessed for being a priest and a witness 
in this purification rite)’. 

[It is clear here that it was Sita herself who proposed that she be put through 
the Fire Test, and that Lord Ram had not asked for it in express terms.] (2) 


[Note—'We will observe that what has been said earlier in the notes appended to 
Doha no. 108 and verses that precede it, fit in perfectly well here and explain things in 
a logical, plausible, and coherent way. 

We have read in our notes earlier that Lord had briefed Laxman with what he 
expects from him and what he was supposed to do. Hence, it was on the Lord’s 
instructions that Laxman quietly approached Sita and told her in a whisper what Lord 
Ram had asked him to convey to her. It is how Sita came to know “what the Lord 
wished her to do, and what was the reason for this request”. 

On careful analysis of the verses of the Text we can easily see that Lord Ram 
has nowhere publicly asked Sita to prove herself by the fire test; he had only said 
some harsh and pinching words for her, but not anything about the ‘fire test’. So, how 
did Sita get this idea of conducting the ‘fire test’ on her self, and that too by making 
Laxman an instrument for it, if Lord Ram remained silent on this matter and not said 
anything of the sort in public? 

The answer is crystal clear when the reader would carefully read the notes 
appended by this author to the verses earlier. Obviously Sita came to know of Lord 
Ram’s wish of putting her through the ‘fire test’ because Laxman had conveyed the 
Lord’s wish to her as his messenger. So she immediately agreed. 


The Lord’s message also reminded her of the private conversation he had with her 
prior to the episode of the golden deer and her abduction by Ravana. Laxman was 
unaware what Lord Ram meant because he was not present on the occasion. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha 
no. 24.} 

Nevertheless, Sita got the hint; she immediately realized that the Lord wished 
to retrieve her from the custody of the fire god where he had kept her for her own 
security and safety, because the time had come to eliminate the cruel demons as the 
Lord had promised the gods and mother earth on an earlier occasion, and to redeem 
this promise it was necessary to use Sita as a bait. This was surely a most hazardous 
and risky job, and the Lord wished to protect Sita at all costs. So he decided to lodge 
her in the custody of the fire god, for it was the safest and most secure place anywhere 
in the world for her to stay temporarily while Lord Ram carried out his mission of 
eliminating the demons. That mission having been finally accomplished, it was 
necessary now to invite the fire god to bring Sita back, in flesh and blood, to Lord 
Ram, and at the same time burn her shadowy form that she had left behind at the time 
when the Lord had put her in the safe custody of the fire god. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 24.} 

It is very interesting why Lord Ram chose the ‘fire god’ to act as a custodian 
for Sita. The ‘fire’ is an element that can never be tainted or tarnished; it burns all 
impurities and leaves things pure and immaculate; it is so fierce and ferocious that it 
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scorches and reduces to ash anyone or anything trying to play fools and act smart with 
it. If one is required to prove one’s innocence, the fire is the only element out of the 
five primary elements of creation that is invoked to stand witness to it. {The other 
elements are sky, air, water and earth. They can by mischance be polluted, but not the 
fire element. } 

Lord Ram was a descendent of the ‘Solar Race’, and everyone knows how 
fiery the ‘sun’ is; no one would dare to go near this celestial oven if he wishes to 
remain alive. So therefore, Sita was safe and secure with the ‘fire god’. 

Further, Lord Ram himself had the fire god as his de jure ancestor. How come 
this happened? Well, if we carefully read the Story of the Ramayana, we will observe 
that his father, king Dasrath, had performed a ‘fire sacrifice’ to beget a son, and from 
sacred fire pit emerged the ‘fire god’ in a personified form. The fire god gave a cup of 
pudding to Dasrath that he was to give to his queens to partake, and if was from this 
sacred pudding that they conceived and Lord Ram and his three brothers were born. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
189—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 190.} 

By manifesting himself from the ‘fire’ as his source, Lord Ram wished to 
convey to the world that no one should ever question the purity of his ancestry and 
origin. So when he had put Sita in the custody of the fire god, the Lord had actually 
placed her in the safest place he could think of, in the safe hands of his own ancestor 
who was very competent, powerful, strong and able to carry out his mandate to 
protect his daughter-in-law Sita while his son Lord Ram was out on a divine mission. 

And since the ‘fire god’ was Lord Ram’s deemed ancestor and Sita’s guardian 
at the same time, so assuredly there was no fear for her to step into the portal of the 
fire god’s visible form, which is the ‘lighted fire’ as we see it. 

This is why Sita became calm and relaxed while asking Laxman to light the 
fire for her. 


*By asking Laxman to follow the path of Dharma and become a flag-bearer of this 
stellar virtue, and never think of relinquishing his duties in this regard, Sita exhorted 
him to stop lamenting and regretting about what is destined for him to do. She meant 
that by helping her to undertake the Fire Test, Laxman would be serving many noble 
causes at the same time, and glory would be his. 

One, he would be obeying Lord Ram who besides being his elder brother was 
also the commander of the army, and refusal to carry out the Lord’s orders, or wishes, 
would be tantamount to disobedience and violation of the principles of discipline. 

Two, he would be helping Sita to obey the Lord’s command, and fulfilling her 
obligation as a loyal, faithful and honourable wife for whom the fulfillment of her 
husband’s wish is the paramount law. 

Three, he will be an instrument of redemption of her honour, respect and 
glory, and a witness of her acquittal of any wrong-doing or misdemeanour for all 
times to come. 

Four, he will help her maintain her honour and dignity by preventing anyone 
else from carrying out the Fire Test on behalf of Lord Ram, because were he to refuse 
then it is certain that the Lord would be compelled to appoint someone else from the 
monkey army to carry out this Test for him, which event would be most scandalous 
and demeaning for her honour by every count. 

Five, by doing what he is called upon to do by Lord Ram, he will obey his 
own mother Sumitra’s commands to him that he ought to do aught naught that would 
displease Lord Ram and cause uneasiness for him#, which will be the case if he 
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refuses to carry out the Lord’s instructions to put Sita through the Fire Test. 
{#Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha 
no. 75.} 

So therefore, it can be said that ‘Laxman was also being tested along with 
Sita’ during this episode of the ‘Fire Test’. Both were being tested to see if they stand 
tall and with their heads held high in the unsparing judicious court of Dharma which 
favours none, and is neither prejudiced nor biased against anyone. 


“By asking Laxman to act as a priest of the sacrificial fire lit to prove Sita’s honesty 
and integrity and purity, he was absolved of any sin that he imagined accrued to him 
in this exercise. A priest is a holy man; the fire rite he presides over is also a holy 
exercise; and the offering to this fire too becomes sanctified as it is meant for the fire 
god. So therefore, Laxman and Sita were both deemed to be holy for participating in 
this holy exercise, Laxman as a presiding priest, and Sita’s shadow as the offering. 

Just as the offering is burnt when it is put into the fire pit, Sita’s shadow too 
burnt when she entered the lighted fire. And just as fire sacrifice is expected to 
produce some auspicious reward for the person, the patron, on whose behalf it is 
done, in the present case the reward is in the form of the ‘original, untainted Sita’ that 
is produced for Lord Ram on whose instructions and behalf this ritual was carried out. 

Indeed, forsooth and without gainsay, what a fantastic coordination of 
auspicious things, all conjured up and occurring at the same time! ] 


an afer tat h art i fore faster ere fafa art i 3 N 
AEM Uset THT AT IH WY OA HS HS Gad A BSH N X I 
he TH Fe chor ae | Uae WS HTS AE ATE N I 


suni lachimana sita kai bant. biraha bibéka dharama niti sani. 3. 
locana sajala jori kara do'u. prabhu sana kachu kahi sakata na 0' 


4. 
dekhi rama rukha lachimana dhā'ē. pavaka pragati katha bahu lā'ē. 5. 


ü. 
'ē. 
Laxman heard Sita’s words which were imbued with a combination of diverse 
emotions: they were remorseful and full of sorrows, they were soaked in grief of 


separation from the Lord, and they were in accordance with the requirements of the 
principles of Dharma and laws of proper conduct’. (3) 


Laxman’s eyes were filled with tears; he joined his palms and stood remorsefully; but 
he could not muster courage to say anything to Lord Ram”. (4) 


Realising that Lord Ram indeed wished him to carry out what Sita had asked him to 
do (which was to light a fire so that she could prove herself innocent and pure), 
Laxman had no choice left for him. So he immediately went ahead to collect firewood 
to light the desired fire. (5) 


[Note—'Sita felt remorseful and sad that after enduring all the hardships she was now 
being questioned and subjected to more suffering. 

She feared that should anything go wrong by some remote mischance of fate, 
then she would be permanently separated from Lord Ram. 
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But she had no choice before her as she had to adhere to the laws of Dharma 
and the principles of noble conduct and probity, irrespective of the consequences that 
might befall on her, if she was to be accepted by Lord Ram. 


*Laxman had already had a discourse with Lord Ram in this matter as we have noted 
in the previous verses. There was nothing more to be said and discussed. His orders 
and expectations were clear. So therefore, after hesitating for some moments, when 
Laxman realised that Lord Ram has given his tacit approval to what Sita asked him to 
do, he went ahead with the task at hand, albeit reluctantly, which was to make the fire 
ready and let Sita step into it.] 


Was Wael eke AA | eae BCT Ale Wa HS Tet S N 
SÙ OA Tet HA AA ST Ae a TST STMT Tht ATT Ut 9 M 
at part Ba & Ufa AAT a HE ets Sids GAT e N 


pavaka prabala dékhi baidéhi. hrdayanř harasa nahirn bhaya kachu téhi. 6. 
jaum mana baca krama mama ura mahim. taji raghubira ana gati nahim. 7. 
tau krsanu saba kai gati jana. mō kahun hō'u srikhanda samana. 8. 


When Vaideh' (Sita) saw the fire burning fiercely and brightly, she had no trace of 
fear or joy in her heart (because she was calm and poised for this test; because she 
wished to look dignified and in control of herself; because she did not wish to create 
an impression on the onlookers that she was scared of the fire as she doubted her own 
self; that any sign of being forced into the fire against her will would boomerang on 
her beloved husband Lord Ram, because the world would accuse him of being cruel 
to her; and because she knew that the fire would do her no harm as its patron god, the 
‘fire god’, was himself her guardian and protector). (6) 


As she stepped into the fire, she declared on oath: ‘If in my heart and mind, in my 
spoken words and silent thoughts, and my actions and deeds, I have not considered or 
remembered anyone else but Lord Ram, if I have no destination or destiny other than 
Lord Ram, --- (7) 


--- Then let the fire element and its patron god, who, being omniscient and all- 
pervading, is able to know the inner thoughts and the working of the mind of all living 
beings, become as cool as the paste of sandal-wood for me! 

[To wit, let me step into the fire as if it was a cool pond of sandal-wood paste. 
Let this cool balm sooth my burning heart and offer succour to my suffering body by 
its graceful acceptance of me. I am pure and holy and untainted; and yet I am 
questioned. Oh revered Fire God; come to my aid and bear witness of my 
righteousness and auspiciousness. Have mercy and pity on me; I have been in your 
custody, so there is no one who can certify my virtues better than you. It’s your moral 
duty to do it now.]’ (8) 


[Note—'The use of the word “baidēhī”, meaning one who has ‘no physical body’, is 
very significant here. It clearly implies that the Sita who entered the fire was merely a 
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‘shadow’; some kind of apparition or specter that is not the real thing, that has no 
physical presence, that is not there in physical body made of bones, flesh and blood. 

That indeed is true, because at the time of Lord Ram keeping her in the safe 
custody of the fire god, Sita had left behind a shadow that was her mirror image— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
24.] 


So, fas aa wan waa frat AR wey Afa i g 1 
Wa RAAE Wee ated aa tea sift Pac n R u 
Ulafsta ote Afaa heih Wels Ula WE WT 3 | 
Wy hte are TS AY at fry OPT Seals GAT ¥ N 


chanda. 


Srikhanda sama pavaka prabésa kiy6 sumiri prabhu maithill. 1. 

jaya kosalésa mahésa bandita carana rati ati nirmalli. 2. 

pratibimba aru laukika kalanka pracanda pavaka mahum jaré. 3. 

prabhu carita kahum na lakhé nabha sura sid'dha muni dékhahirn kharé. 4. 


By remembering Lord Ram and invoking his grace and mercy, Sita (the daughter of 
the king of Mithila, i.e. king Janak of Janakpur; “maithill”) entered the fire as if it was 
a coolant, as if the scorching flames of the blazing fire had transformed themselves 
into a cool paste of sandalwood that provides succour to those burnt by the same fire. 
(Chanda line no. 1) 


Glory to Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal (Ayodhya), whose holy feet is worshipped 
and revered by Lord Shiva (Mahesh) with the greatest of affection, faith and 
devotion'! (Chanda line no. 2) 


Both Sita’s shadowy form, as well as the social and worldly taint or stigma that were 
associated with it due to its prolonged presence in an evil environment during her 
captivity in Lanka, a place infested by evil demons, were burnt in the blazing flames 
of the fire”. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Lord Ram’s ways are so strange, magical, mystical and mysterious that no one present 
at the time, such as the gods, the mystics and sages who were watching everything 
from the sky (heaven), could perceive and understand what was actually happening’. 
(Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'To wit, it was due to Lord Ram’s divine grace and quiet intervention that the 
fire did not affect Sita in the least. The fire, which has a natural habit of burning 
anything touching it, magically metamorphosed into a coolant, and did no harm to 
Sita. 


?To wit, what burnt in the fire was the impurity associated with Sita’s form arising out 
of her symbolic presence in the land of the evil demons. It is very interesting to note 
how Lord Ram complied with the laws of Nature and Dharma simultaneously. He 
allowed the ‘fire’ to carry out its natural function and live up to its reputation—which 
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was to burn anything coming in contact with it, to burn only the impurity of gold and 
leave behind the purified metal, to burn rubbish from a heap of garbage and leave 
behind solids things of value, such as metals. 

By devising this clever device, Lord Ram had ensured that any taint or stigma 
that might have been associated with Sita would be instantly and visibly eliminated, 
leaving no trace of doubt in anybody’s mind, and that what survived would be her true 
and immaculate form that could not be questioned for its purity and truth. 


*To wit, the gods, mystics and sages could not fathom why Lord Ram had said harsh 
words to Sita and forced her to undergo the fire test. They could not realize that it was 
merely a ploy by the Lord to settle all doubts and questions about Sita’s purity and 
integrity, while at the same time destroying her fake form of a shadow and enabling 
the fire god to appear and produce the original Sita from behind the smokescreen of 
the glare of the blazing fire as we shall see in the verses herein below. ] 


aR wu uraa Uh we sit Aer stfa wet fated Stl & | 
fat sian seu wate aaat srt at & N 

at wa are fast waits afen sift Gta set 1 | 
qa tte ahs Pre) ag hah tens at RENN ¢ N 


dhari rūpa pavaka pani gahi sri satya Sruti jaga bidita jo. 5. 
jimi chirasagara indira ramahi samarpi ani so. 6. 

sO rama bama bibhaga rajati rucira ati sobha bhalī. 7. 
nava nila niraja nikata manahum kanaka pankaja ki kali. 8. 


The Fire God revealed himself in a visible form, and holding the original Sita—who 
has been praised and honoured by the scriptures and famed in the world as the virtues 
wife of Lord Ram and a divine manifestation of goddess Laxmi—by the hand (as a 
elderly father or guardian would do for his daughter or ward respectively), he 
bestowed her to Lord Ram in the same way as the patron deity of the celestial ocean 
known as ‘Kshir Sagar’ had manifested himself and bestowed goddess Laxmi to Lord 
Vishnu (at an ancient time when the ocean was churned by the gods and the demons 
in search of Amrit, the ambrosia of bliss and eternity)'. (Chanda line nos. 1-2) 


She (Sita) came and stood by the left-hand side of Lord Ram’. This image was 
exceptionally beautiful and enthralling for the beholder. (Chanda line no. 3) 


This bewitching sight reminded one of a blue-tinged lotus flower by the side of which 
there is a creeper made of gold’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'When Lord Ram was married to Sita, a similar analogy is cited wherein it is 
said that her father Janak had held her hands and gave her in marriage to Lord Ram 
just like Parvati’s father Himwant gave her in marriage to Lord Shiva, and the patron 
deity of the ocean has appeared himself to give goddess Laxmi to Lord Vishnu. Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chanda line nos. 13-14 that precede Doha no. 324. 
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How did Sita look when she was produced by the Fire God at the end of her 
fire test? This question is answered in sage Veda Vyas’ epic ‘Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka Kand, Canto 13, verse nos. 19-20. 

Let us see what these verses have to say: 


grar zgi opii: FAG AFIS ASEA | 
faaoaori Aase PRI fgg aAA II lell 
Qam agi seri 2ga YUoordifrisz gAINo: | 

JENI òdi Wolel Gora] RI re HLA qa I eoll 


śrutvā stutim lokagurorvibhāvasuh svanke samādāya videhaputrikām | 
vibhrājamānām vimalarunadyutim raktambaram divyavibhūşanņānvitām ıı 1911 
provāca sākşī jagatam raghūttamam prapannasarvārtiharam hutasanah | 
grhana devim raghunatha janakim pura tvayā mayyavaropitām vane ıı 2011 


19-20. After Lord Brahma, the creator, had offered his prayers in honour of Lord 
Ram, the Fire God, who stands witness for the whole world, appeared on the site with 
the daughter of Videha (Sita) in his lap’. 

She was adorned in divine ornaments and attired in a red garment’. Her 
glorious form was radiant with a reddish hue; she was surrounded by a halo of red 
splendorous light’. 

The Fire God said to Lord Ram, the Lord who is a vanquisher of the sorrows 
and miseries of all those who seek refuse at his holy feet: “Oh Lord Raghubir! Please 
be gracious and kind to accept Janki (Sita) whom you had previously kept in my safe 
custody in the forest (at Panchvati)* (19-20). 


[Note—'When Sita had entered the fire, she sat down on the pile of firewood in a 
meditative posture known as ‘Padmasan’, the lotus posture. It was in this posture she 
emerged when the flames cooled down, giving a visual impression that she was sitting 
in the lap of the Fire God. 

In this episode Lord Ram has shown two aspects of the ‘fire’, one is its 
‘elemental form’ which is characterised by its inherent nature of burning whatever is 
put into it, and the other is its ‘personified form’ as the Fire God who is calm and cool 
like all other Gods. The illusionary or shadowy form of Sita was burnt by the 
elemental form of the fire, whilst her real and truthful form was produced by the deity 
who is responsible for controlling the fire element, i.e. the Fire God, who was calm 
and cool. 

When king Dasrath of Ayodhyha had performed the fire sacrifice to be blessed 
with sons, at that time too the Fire God had emerged from the sacrificial fire pit to 
give the king a pot of cool sweet porridge which he was to give to his queen so that 
she can bear a son—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 189—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 190 

This porridge was cool, not hot and boiling, which clearly indicates that the 
Fire God is cool like any other God or living entity in creation as compared to the 
element known as ‘fire’ which he represents. 
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?A married Hindu woman traditionally wears red coloured garments and ornaments as 
auspicious signs of her happy marriage. On the other hand, a widow is expected to 
shed all ornamentation and wear white clothes. 


*This refers to the colour of the flames. Since she was in the lap of the Fire God, the 
red-coloured flames surrounded her. It is the colour of the setting sun, indicating that 
the flames of the fire were slowly cooling down. 

The visualization is remarkable here. When Sita had entered the fire, it was 
burning fiercerly with leaping flames like a newly lit fire would. But soon the flames 
subsided, and Sita emerged from the fire like a golden idol that is red like ember and 
purified by the flames. 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 
24. 


“According to custom, a wife’s place is on the left of her husband. 


*In this metaphoric representation, Lord Ram is the ‘blue lotus’ because the colour of 
his body is bluish like the colour of the sky, and Sita is like the ‘creeper of gold’ as 
her complexion is fair and shiny. ] 


qo. atate Gar ate at arate TH Par | 
tate frat Grae arate ast TATA 208 (CH ) I 
WAHTA AAT WY AAT sia STAT | 


fa ret aft era a Td TSI GMT oR (GA) 
doha. 


barasahim sumana harasi sura bajahim gagana nisana. 
gavahim kinnara surabadhu nacahim carhim bimana. 109 (a). 
janakasuta saméta prabhu sobha amita apara. 

dekhi bhalu kapi harasé jaya raghupati sukha sara. 109 (b). 


The gods were jubilant and exhilarated. To celebrate the occasion and express they 
joy and happiness, they rained down flowers on the divine couple from their station in 
the sky, and simultaneously played their kettle-drums. 

At the same time, the Kinnars (singers of heaven) sang and the goddesses 
danced in merriment in their aerial vehicles. (Doha no. 109-a) 

Lord Ram, alongside Sita (the daughter of king Janak; “janakasuta saméta 
prabhu”), looked exceptionally adorable and charming beyond measure. 

Beholding this fascinating sight, the bears and monkeys felt very glad and 
exhilarated. They applauded the divine couple and hailed them with cries of ‘Glory to 
Lord Ram, the Lord of the Raghus, who is like an ocean of joy and bliss.” (Doha no. 
109-b) 


[Note—'The bears and monkeys were so charmed and overwhelmed by the beauteous 
sight of Lord Ram and Sita standing side-by-side that they could no longer restrain 
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their emotions of joy and happiness, breaking out in a loud chorus praising Lord Ram 
and extolling his virtues of granting happiness to one and all. 

They chose this particular virtue of the Lord because just a while ago it 
seemed that there would be sadness and gloom everywhere, but the sudden positive 
turn of events convinced them that the Lord does everything that would ultimately 
bring nothing else but cheer to one and all.] 


dio, aa Ufa SAA Us | Alafet aA AT Pe ATS N g 
BT Sa al Tat | TT Hele WAT UAT I 2 1 


caupa’. 


taba raghupati anusasana pa'l. matali calé'u carana siru na’. 1. 
a'e déva sada svarathi. bacana kahahim janu paramarathi. 2. 


Then, after receiving Lord Raghupati’s (Lord Ram’s) permission, Matali (the 
charioteer of Indra who was sent by the latter to help Lord Ram in the battle against 
Ravana) bowed his head most reverentially before the Lord and departed from there 
(to return to heaven). (1) 


Meanwhile, the gods, who are by nature very self-centered and concerned onl with 
their own interests’, came there (to pay their homage to Lord Ram). They spoke 
words as if they were very selfless and sought the good of others like those who are 
seekers of spiritualism”. (2) 


[Note—'Here, the poet-saint Tulsidas is alluding to the universal truth of this world, 
that everyone, even the high gods, are driven by selfishness; every living being, from 
the lowly to the most high as symbolized by the gods, mind their own interest first 
and foremost, and then think of anything else. 

There are verses in Ram Charit Manas that aver to this universal principle of 
creation. If the gods, who are supposed to be spiritually evolved and stand on a high 
moral ground, being the leaders of the world and its guide, can be selfish, then there is 
no wonder that ordinary creatures are self-centered and selfish. Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, (i) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 295 and Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes it; (ii) 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 12. 

Even one’s parents are not exempt from this universal principle which says 
that everyone in this world develops friendship with another person if it suits one’s 
own self-interest, and no one thinks of the welfare of others if it does not fits in well 
with his own agenda—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-6 
that precede Doha no. 47. 


*Only saintly persons would think in a selfless manner. One of the grand characteristic 
of saints is that they would not mind their own welfare if their suffering can help 
others in any way. This is clearly hinted in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 38; and Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
41. 

Besides saints, it is only Lord Ram, the merciful, kind and compassionate 
Lord God, who would think of the welfare of others no matter what happens— 
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apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede Doha no. 
47.] 


Aa Gel SAA TT | eat ths Sars UT STAT A 3 
fora seta ae Get ert | Pt ter Tas PATE TA I ¥ N 


dina bandhu dayala raghuraya. déva kinhi dévanha para daya. 3. 
bisva droha rata yaha khala kami. nija agha gaya'u kumaragagami. 4. 


The assembled gods paid their obeisance to Lord Ram and prayed as follows: ‘Oh 
Lord of the Raghus (Lord Ram) who are a friend of the distressed, the meek and the 
miserable, and a Lord who is most merciful, gracious, kind and compassionate by 
nature! 

Oh Lord, you have been very kind and merciful upon us, the gods. (3) 


This fellow (Ravana) was inimical for the whole world; he was always engaged in 
hostility with all; he was a wicked creature who enjoyed pursuing his worldly 
passions relentlessly, without qualms. 

He has gone the way his sinful ways naturally led him to; he has perished due 
to his own sins; he is responsible for his own undoing. 

[To wit, he has died a horrifying death by having his body dismembered, and 
falling to the ground covered in dust and blood, as a result of his sinful deeds. He who 
once ruled the world now lies dead on the ground in such a humiliating manner 
because of the evil deeds that he did in his life, evil deeds that brought this evil fate to 
him.] (4) 


qe FAST Gal Soa | Mal Weta GES Sava Ut & N 
AAA TTA Sst SAT STA | Shs STATS HEAT N & N 


tumha samarupa brahma abinasi. sada ékarasa sahaja udasi. 5. 
akala aguna aja anagha anamaya. ajita amoghasakti karunamaya. 6. 


[Lauding the grand virtues of Lord Ram, the gods continued—] Oh Lord! You have 
equanimity and treat all alike (samarUpa). You are Brahm’, the Supreme Being, who 
is eternal and imperishable (brahma abināsī); who remains unchanging and uniform 
(sada ékarasa); and who is by his nature dispassionate and impartial (sahaja 
udast)*. (5) 


You (as Brahm) are one of your own kind, having no parallel (akala); you are without 
any attributes and their associated characteristics (aguna); you are without any birth 
(because you are eternal and immutable, having no end or beginning) (aja); you are 
faultless and free from any taints and blemishes associated with this gross world 
(anagha anamaya); you are invincible (ajita); your astounding powers are unfailing 
(amoghasakti); and you are an embodiment of mercy, compassion, kindness and 
benevolence (Karunamaya). (6) 
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[Note—'Lord Ram as Brahm personified: refer to Ram Charit Manas, (i) Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 93; (ii) Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 
8 that precedes Doha no. 48; (iii) Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha 
no. 116. 


“If Lord Ram has equanimity and treats all alike, if he is dispassionate and impartial, 
then the question is ‘why did he kill Ravana’? The answer is provided by the gods 
themselves in the previous verse where they said that Ravana attained this fate due to 
his own sinful deeds. 

This fact, that one reaps the harvest like the seed one has sown, is reiterated 
elsewhere also in Ram Charit Manas—tefer: Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 219. 

To wit, Ravana died an ignominious death as a result of the sort of sinful life 
he had lived. No one is to be held responsible for it. Lord Ram, being the Lord of this 
world, has a duty to be just to all, and therefore it was obligatory for the Lord to 
punish Ravana for the way he and his cruel demons had been tormenting the world; 
the Lord was morally bound to punish Ravana for his evilness and transgression of the 
laws of Dharma, the laws that govern good conduct in this creation. For if the Lord 
had not punished Ravana for his wickedness then he would be doing injustice to other 
humble creatures, which would not be acceptable. So therefore, the Lord had no 
choice. | 


TA HAS TR eT | TAT ULE AT eT It 9 N 
We We Ae GES SAU AAT oy aS eS TATA Uo N 


mina kamatha sUkara naraharl. bamana parasurama bapu dhari. 7. 
jaba jaba natha suranha dukhu payo. nana tanu dhari tumha'im nasayo. 8. 


It was you, in your primary form as Lord Vishnu, who had assumed the form of a 
Fish’, a Tortoise”, a Boar’, Lord Narhari* (Nrisingh or Narsingh, the half lion and half 
man incarnation of Lord Vishnu), Lord Vaaman’ (the legendary Dwarf), and sage 
Parashuram? (the warrior sage with an axe as his trademark)*. (7) 


Oh Lord! Whenever the gods were subjected to sufferings and felt distressed, it was 
you who had come to their help and eliminated the cause of their miseries by 
assuming various forms as occasioned by prevailing circumstances’. (8) 


[Note--*These are the various incarnations of Lord Vishnu. Briefly, they are as 
follows: 


'Fish: Also known as ‘Matsya’. This is the first of ten divine incarnations of Vishnu. 
In this form, the Lord is said to have saved Manu, the progenitor of mankind, and the 
Saptarishis (the seven mental sons of the creator Brahma) along with their wives 
during the dooms-day deluge. They were made to board a boat which was pulled by 
this Fish and saved from being drowned. They re-populated the world later on. It is a 
story identical to the Biblical story of the Noah’s Arc. 
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°Tortoise: Also known as ‘Kurma’. It is the second incarnation of Vishnu. The Lord 
had supported the legendary Mountain called Mandara which had started sinking 
during the churning of the ocean by the Gods and the Demons in search of Amrit, the 
elixir of eternal and life. 


*Boar: Also known as ‘Varaaha’. It is the third incarnation of Vishnu in which he 
killed the demon Hiranyaaksha and lifted the earth from the flood water where it had 
vanished. According to some versions, this demon had hidden the earth in the bowls 
of the ocean. This extrication and resurrection of the earth is a symbolic way of saying 
that the Lord saves the creation from being submerged in the vast ocean of sins and 
evil. An Upanishad preached by Lord Varaaha appears in the Krishna Yajur Veda 
tradition as its 30" Upanishad. The female aspect of Varaaha is known as Goddess 
Vaaraahi. 


Narsingh or Nrisingh: Lord Nrisingh or Narsingh is the half lion and half man 
incarnation of Lord Vishnu to slay the demon Hiranyakashipu who had been 
tormenting Prahalaad, his son, because the latter worshipped and had devotion for 
Lord Vishnu whom the demon loathed. After having killed the demon, Nrisingh 
started roaming in the forests, striking terror in the hearts of all the creatures. It was 
then that Shiva, the universal Lord who has been honoured with the epithet of 
‘Mahadev’ as he is the greatest and supreme God, had assumed the form of Sharav, 
the killer, and liberated Vishnu from the body of Nrisingh. [Refer Sharav Upanishad 
of Atharva Veda, verse no. 8.] Thus liberated, Vishnu had thanked him a lot (refer 
Sharav Upanishad of Atharva Veda, verse no. 19) and went to his divine abode called 
Vaikunth. So this ferocious form of Shiva known as Sharav was also called ‘Rudra’, 
the angry and ferocious form of the Lord. One can imagine the fight that might have 
raged between Nrisingh and Rudra, and obviously Rudra must have been more 
ferocious than Nrisingh in order to subdue the latter. 

This ‘half lion and half man’ form of the Lord is a visible image that has a 
cosmic counterpart as the ‘half man and half female’ manifestation of the Lord that is 
known as ‘Ardha-Narishwar’. This cosmic form of Brahm as Ardha-Narishwar has 
two components—the right half is depicted in iconography as being a male 
representing Shiva, the great God, the other half is female representing his divine 
Shakti known as Parvati or Uma. This Shakti represents the dynamic energy of Shiva. 
When this applies to Brahm, the male aspect refers to the Supreme Being himself 
while the female aspect applies to Maya which is the dynamic power that Brahm 
employed to initiate this magical creation. This depiction is basically envisioned to 
drive home the point that Brahm and Shakti are inseparable in the context of the 
creation of the world. This elementary method of reproduction is known as ‘asexual 
reproduction’ and is depicted by many asexual plants and animals even today. For 
instance, the one-celled amoeba reproduces itself by cleavage. On the other hand, if 
we were to regard Brahm in its purest form as the cosmic Consciousness, then Brahm 
would not need the other half of the Maya, and would only be one and universal entity 
which has no definite and describable form and shape, it has no characteristic 
features, attributes and qualities. This form of the sublime and most subtle Brahm is 
known as either the Hiranyagarbha or the Viraat Purush depending upon the level of 
subtlety and grossness which is assigned to it, the former being more subtle than the 
latter. 

The ‘lion’ part is a metaphor for the grand qualities of unmatched authority, 
stupendous strength, physical prowess and complete and unchallenged sway over the 
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entire domain of creation just like a lion has over the forest and its inhabitant wild 
animals. This term is symbolic of the inherent stupendous might of the supreme 
Brahm as the unquestioned and powerful Lord of this forest-like world inhabited by 
myriad varieties of living beings, called the Jivas, just like a dense forest infested by 
wild animals. Similarly, the ‘man’ part symbolizes the fact that Brahm is the most 
highly placed Lord much like a human being who represents the highest level in the 
ladder of evolution. 

In other words, even as the lion is the unquestioned lord of the wilds and the 
man is of all the living beings, the supreme transcendental Brahm is the unquestioned 
Lord of all that exists with all its variations in this creation, whether in its primary 
form represented by the wild and primitive animals of the jungle or in its more 
evolved and developed form represented by the man, with all the other stages of 
creation included in between these two. 

Lord Nrisingh is the fourth incarnation of the Supreme Being who had taken 
various forms to ward off and overcome evil forces in creation when they become 
ascendant and overcame the good and the righteous. The Lord did this to maintain 
order in the creation which is like his offspring. 

So when one of his great devotees known as Prahalaad was being extremely 
tormented by his own father, the demon Hiranyakashipu, the Lord appeared as 
Nrisingh—or as a half lion and half man form—from the pillar to which the innocent 
lad was tied by the demon to prove to him the omnipresence and all-pervading form 
of the Supreme Being. Nrisingh is a personification of the grand virtues of dynamism, 
power, energy, valour and strength, and hence is worshipped by warriors and rulers in 
general. The Mantra of this Lord is believed to be very powerful and effective against 
enemies and opponents. 


*Vaaman or the Dwarf: This is the fifth incarnation of Vishnu and an ancient one, for 
it took place in Sata Yuga, the 1“ era of the 4-era cycle of creation and destruction 
according to Hindu scriptures. The Sata Yuga is also called the age of the Vedas as it 
was during this epoch the ancient scriptures known as the Vedas came into being and 
their hymns were primarily used to perform sacred fire sacrifices. 

Hence, being an ancient incarnation of Lord Vishnu, Vaaman finds mention in 
the Vedas too—e.g. in Shatpath Brahman, 1/1/5; Taitteriya Brahman, 1/6/1; and 
Taittertya Sanhita, 2/1/3. 

When the great King Bali, the grandson of Prahalaad for whom Vishnu had 
incarnated as Nrisingh, conquered the entire world and deprived Indra, the king of 
Gods who ruled over the heavens, Vishnu had taken the dwarfish form of a Brahmin 
mendicant to retrieve the heaven for Indra when he was requested by Aditi, the 
mother of Gods, to do so. He approached Bali, who was famous for his charities, as a 
‘Vaaman’ or a dwarf, and begged him for ground sufficient enough to be covered by 
his three small steps. When the unsuspecting Bali agreed, Vaaman measured the 
entire earth and the nether world with one step, the heaven with the second step, and 
for the third step he measured Bali’s own head symbolizing the crown of the kingdom 
of Bali. 

To wit, when Bali found that he was cornered as he could not fulfil the word 
given to a Brahmin, because the land for the third step was not available, he offered 
himself to be tied and enslaved by Lord Vaaman as a punishment for unfulfilled vow. 
So Lord Vaaman gracefully put his third step on Bali’s head, which though appeared 
to be a punishment but was actually a blessing in disguise. 
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From then onwards, Lord Vishnu is also called ‘Trivikram’—one who 
conquered the three worlds in three steps. 

However, the Lord was very pleased with Bali’s principles of keeping one’s 
words even at the cost of allowing himself to be a slave of the Lord. So even though 
Lord Vaaman put his leg on Bali’s head, thereby pushing him into the nether world, 
yet the Lord is so kind and gracious that he saw the injustice that was done to Bali, a 
magnanimous and righteous King who had stood firm in his vow of making charity, 
and never rescinded on his commitment inspite of losing his crown and self-respect. 

So therefore, the Lord made him the king of the nether world, and himself 
took up the job of protecting him there as his gate-keeper. This incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu is his fifth and followed the Nrisingh form which was the fourth. The idea 
behind this Vaaman incarnation is that even the most humble looking man, 
represented by the diminutive Vaaman in this story, can indeed have the stupendous 
power of the Spirit that even the most powerful gods and kings lack. 

An episode is narrated in Tulsidas’ epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’ where Jamvant, 
the old bear chief, refers to this incarnation of Lord Vaaman and says that at that time 
he (Jamvant) was young and in his youthful days, and that he had performed seven 
rounds (clockwise circumambulations) of the colossus form of Lord Vaaman to pay 
his homage to the latter. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 29 
along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it. 


Parashuram: This is the sixth incarnation of Vishnu. Parashuram was the youngest of 
the five sons of sage Jamdaagni and his wife Renuka. He had subdued the haughty 
Kshatriya race or the warrior race led by king Kaartavirya who had become tyrannical 
and were oppressing others. The story goes that once Jamdagni doubted the infidelity 
of his wife Renuka and therefore asked his sons to behead her. The four sons refused 
and were cursed by him, but Parashuram did as told. The father was pleased and 
asked Parashuram to request for a boon, upon which the latter requested that his 
mother be revived, his brothers be pardoned, and Jamdagni should discard his angry 
temperament. The father agreed to all. 

Jamdagni was killed by Shursena, the son of Kaartavirya-Arjuna, because the 
sage had refused to hand over the celestial cow known as Kapila to him. Extremely 
peeved by the Kshatriya race to which this king belonged, Parashuram vowed to 
eliminate the entire race from the surface of the earth as a revenge for the killing of 
his father. This was the reason why Parashuram had fought and killed thousands of 
Kshatriya to avenge the killing of his father by Kaartavirya-Arjuna. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 121 along with Chaupai line nos. 6-8 
that precede it.] 


Fe Get Mic Tal gA VATA HN Ae Tet Sift RTE Ul 8 I 
aem fanaa aa ue waT | ae Sat Aa AANA TTET il Qo II 


yaha khala malina sada suradrohi. kama lobha mada rata ati kohi. 9. 
adhama sirOmani tava pada pava. yaha hamarém mana bisamaya ava. 10. 
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This fellow (i.e. Ravana) was very wicked and evil, was always hostile to the gods, 
was very passionate and lustful, was highly greedy and rapacious, was engrossed in 
pursuit of his sensual pleasures, and was haughty, arrogant and angry by nature. (9) 


He was an epitome of sins, vices and evil, yet he attained an exalted stature by 
attaining salvation and emancipation at the time of his death—this singular 
achievement by him has left us amazed and full of wonderment. (10) 


[Note—'To wit, we are astonished that such a sinful creature as Ravana seemed to be 
would be so fortunate and blessed that he would attain an abode so near to your holy 
feet that made him achieve an honourable and exalted stature that is equivalent to 
your own holy state of existence. Forsooth, this has perplexed us and left us 
wondering, as to how it came about, and how lucky and blessed Ravana indeed was. 

This single development has shown us without doubt how exceptionally 
benevolent, forgiving, kind, gracious, magnanimous and compassionate you really 
are, that you would forgive Ravana for all his misdemeanours and mischief, and 
instead grant his soul the rare privilege of attaining deliverance, salvation and 
emancipation. It’s a rare achievement for Ravana; it’s an objective for which the 
greatest of sages, ascetics and hermits undertake the severest of spiritual practices, but 
rarely succeed in achieving. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line 
no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103; and (ii) Doha no. 104 along with Chanda line nos. 
3-4 that precede it. ] 


BA Cac UNH ST | Fae Tat Wy TA Fora N gg M 
Wa Wale Ged SA UL I Sta WY Uns AT STAT 82 N 


hama dévata parama adhikari. svaratha rata prabhu bhagati bisari. 11. 
bhava prabaham santata hama paré. aba prabhu pahi sarana anusaré. 12. 


We gods, though entitled to attain your holy abode and to be closest to you (i.e. attain 
deliverance, emancipation and salvation by reaching higher echelons of spiritual 
attainment rather than being contented with being a ‘god’), as we are deemed to 
superior to and more able than all others in this creation, yet it is so unfortunate a 
paradox that (due to the influence of Maya, or delusions) we miss this opportunity, as 
we are driven more by self-interests and less by spiritual objectives, which in its turn 
has led us astray by distracting us so much that we have neglected having full and 
exemplary level of devotion for your holy Self’. (11) 


Instead of attaining beatitude and eternal bliss, we remain trapped in the flow of the 
world by remaining engrossed in worldly affairs as its Regulatory Authorities. 

Oh Lord! We seek the shelter of your holy feet and request you to grant us 
your grace so that we can be protected from falling in the trap of delusions like 
ordinary creatures do.” (12) 


[Note—'This goes to the credit of the gods that at least they acknowledged their 
shortcomings. From the perspective of the Upanishads, these gods are manifestations 
of the various aspects of creation and the forces that govern its functioning. From the 
macrocosmic point of view, these gods represent various aspects or facets of Nature 
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and the forces that regulate their functioning in a proper and systematic way, while 
from the microcosmic perspective they represent the various aspects of an individual 
creature’s nature. 

For instance, the Sun God is responsible for giving light and energy to this 
world at the macro level, and the same God is responsible for enabling a creature to 
see things as he is the patron god of sight at the individual’s level, the micro level of 
creation. 

Another example is that of Indra. From the macrocosmic perspective, Indra is 
the King of heaven and of the gods, and he is a personified form of an Authority who 
drives all the cosmic forces that control the functioning of the world. However, from 
the microcosmic perspective, Indra derives his name from the word “indri”, meaning 
the sense organs of a living being which helps the individual to interact with the 
world. Therefore, Indra in the latter case would be a deity that controls all the senses 
and their respective organs in a living being’s body, and would reflect their natural 
habits and characters. 

The ultimate spiritual goal of all living beings is to attain deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation for their souls, which entitles a spiritual seeker to attain 
eternal peace, bliss, rest, beatitude and felicity. This state of existence is not the way 
gods live in heaven; the gods are busy in enjoying their privileges and guarding their 
realms of influence. If they fear someone is trying to overstep their domain, they get 
upset. 

In short, the gods don’t enjoy spiritual bliss and peace though they live in 
heaven, in the way they could have done or are expected to do, by the virtue of being 
close to Divinity represented by Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being. 

So in a way they are less privileged than Ravana who had attained deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation by having his soul merge with the Supreme Soul of this 
creation personified as Lord Ram—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103. 


?The Gods prayed to Lord Ram that since they are simply obeying the Lord’s 
command, which is to carry out their respective duties of regulating the different 
functions and aspects of this vast and varied creation, so they be excused if they make 
some mistakes and transgressions here and there during the course of their lives. The 
Lord should forgive them, and bless them with his grace and mercy. ] 


ao. waft fart ar fag a te We ae HT NT 

sift aoa at yan fater stadia ata Tate Veo N 
doha. 
kari binati sura sid'dha saba rahé jahan taham kara jori. 
ati sapréma tana pulaki bidhi astuti karata bahori. 110. 


After the Gods and the Siddhas (mystics; the attained ones) had thus offered their 
prayers to Lord Ram, they stood aside where they were, each of them joining his 
palms as a gesture of respect and reverence for Lord Ram. 

Then the creator Brahma came forward to offer his obeisance to Lord Ram by 
praying to him with a lot of affection and a thrilled body. (Doha no. 110) 
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jaya rama sada sukhadhama hare. raghunayaka sayaka capa dharé. 1. 
bhava barana darana simha prabho. guna sagara nagara natha bibho. 2. 


The creator Brahma prayed to Lord Ram as follows: ‘Glory be to Lord Ram who is an 
eternal abode of happiness, joy and delight, and who eliminates all the sorrows and 
miseries (i.e. things that are the opposite of happiness and joy) (of his devotees). 

Lord Raghunath (i.e. Lord Ram who was a Lord of the race of kings 
descending from Raghu who ruled over Ayodhya) holds a bow and an arrow in his 
hands. (1) 


Oh Lord (prabho)! You are like a lion for eliminating the fearsome and strong 
elephant representing the cycle of birth and death (or the cycle of transmigration in 
this mortal and gross world) that is known as ‘Bhava’. 

Oh Lord (natha)! You are an ocean of excellent virtues and noblest of 
qualities, and you are honoured by the epithet of ‘Vibho’, i.e. one who is all- 
pervading, omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient, wise, clever, almighty, eternal and 
supreme. (2) 


TH ATA sth BIT Bat AT Mad rg AAS Ha Ul 3 
WE OTST Wat AMT AT | TAT MT SHAT HTT TMNT Ut ¥ UI 


tana kama aneka anupa chabi. guna gavata sid'dha munindra kabi. 3. 
jasu pavana ravana naga maha. khaganatha jatha kari kopa gaha. 4. 


Your divine body is an embodiment or a concentrated form of incomparable beauty 
possessed by countless Kamdeos (cupids; the patron god of this quality). 

Verily, the Siddhas (mystics and those who have superhuman powers and 
knowledge), the most exalted amongst the sages, hermits and ascetics as well as 
learned poets and bards laud your glories and sing praised about your divine virtues. 


(3) 


Forsooth, your glory and fame are true and holy, and they purify all who sing and hear 
them. You had caught the ferocious serpent symbolised by the demon king Ravana as 
easily as Garud (the legendary vehicle of Lord Vishnu and an Eagle) when the latter 
becomes angry’. (4) 

['The Garud is known to be an enemy of serpents, and he can swoop down 
from the sky to gobble them. In this verse, Lord Ram is compared to Garud, and the 
cruel demon king Ravana to the serpents because like the latter Ravana was also 
feared by the whole world. In the story of the Ramayana, Lord Ram had killed him on 
the request of the Gods and Earth. ] 


4474 


SA IS US A WT ate Meal Way TRTE WG 1 
HAA Sa BATT TT ate ae Fass Ta Ut & M 


jana ranjana bhanjana soka bhayam. gatakrodha sada prabhu bodhamayam. 
5. 
avatara udāra apara gunam. mahi bhāra bibhanjana gyanaghanam. 6. 


Oh Lord (prabhu)! You charm your devotees and grant them delight and bliss; you 
destroy and dispel sorrows, grief and affright of all kinds. You are never angry, and 
are a personified form of knowledge about the Truth and Reality, about pure 
Consciousness. [To wit, you are self-realised and enlightened, and when one has 
attained this transcendental spiritual state of existence, he never becomes angry. No 
vices, let alone anger, would affect such a realised soul.] (5) 


Your incarnation (as Lord Ram) is highly exalted and honourable, and it possesses the 
noblest and the most excellent of virtues and characters. Indeed, you have revealed 
yourself to remove the burden of the earth, and you are a veritable treasury where all 
forms of knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment have been concentrated. (6) 


eT AURAR Gal REAR WA AAT Far 9 N 
Tate faye ger at lap yo fastest St Tar 2 N 


aja byapakamékamanadi sada. karunakara rama namami muda. 7. 
raghubansa bibhusana dusana ha. krta bhupa bibhisana dina raha. 8. 


[But inspite of the fact that you have assumed a physical form of a human prince, you 
nevertheless, in your essential and truthful form, possess the following virtues—] 

You are always (Sada) ever-present and unborn (aja). You are all-pervading 
and all-encompassing (byapaka). You are non-dual and only one (though you exist in 
two apparent forms, one as the ‘Nirguna’ or formless and invisible almighty Lord of 
creation, and the other as the ‘Saguna’ or the manifested form with its inherent 
limitations like the present form as Lord Ram; “mēkam”). You are without an end or 
beginning (anadi). 

Oh Lord Ram who is a treasury and a mine of compassion, mercy and 
kindness! I bow before you with great delight, and do so most cheerfully, exuberantly 
and heartily. (7) 


Oh Lord who is like an ornament (i.e. most exalted and outstanding member) of the 
family of king Raghu (of Ayodhya)! Oh Lord who had slayed the demon named 
Dushan’, and who eliminates or eradicates all the faults and shortcomings (of your 
devotees)! It is well established that Vibhishan was no more than a destitute, most 
humble and desolate, one who was deserted by even his family and race-—verily, you 
had by your graceful nature made him the king of Lanka. (8) 

['The story of the slaying of demons Khar and Dushan is narrated in Ram 
Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 18—to 
Doha no. 20. 
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*Vibhishan was the younger brother of the demon king Ravana of Lanka. He 
was kicked and insulted by Ravana when he tried to make his elder brother see reason 
and avoid a war that was sure be ruinous for him. Vibhishan then left Lanka and took 
shelter with Lord Ram who not only welcomed him but also anointed him the future 
king of Lanka when the war ended. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 50.] 


TH Tam Pent start stat Prat wa as fay Fos Ue M 
UHS VAS WATT Tet | Act Aa Aicha Wel HAC ll Yo N 


guna gyana nidhana amana ajam. nita rama namami bibhum birajam. 9. 
bhujadanda pracanda pratapa balam. khala brnda nikanda maha kusalam. 10. 


Oh a treasury of excellent Gunas (qualities, virtues) and Gyan (knowledge, wisdom, 
enlightenment about the Truth) (guna gyana nidhana)! Oh Lord who has no trace of 
pride and ego (amana)! Oh the one who is eternal and without a birth (ajam)! Oh 
Lord who is honoured by the epithet of ‘Vibho’ (bibhum; i.e. one who is all- 
pervading, omnipresent, omnipotent and omniscient). And Oh Lord who is acclaimed 
as the one who is free from the snare of faults associated with Maya (delusions and 
falsehoods; “birajam”)! I regularly and most reverentially bow before your Divine 
Self. (9) 


Verily, your arms are reputed to have stupendous powers and terrible (i.e. huge and 
immeasurable) strength (that make you invincible). In all sooth, you are an expert and 
are very deft in destroying huge contingents of those who are wicked, evil and vile. 


(10) 


Ra ret Set caret fect ther era TATA Tat fed N ge Ul 
qa AA HA lst UL | AA ANS SISA SVT ST VM 


binu karana dina dayala hitam. chabi dhama namami rama sahitam. 11. 
bhava tarana karana kāja param. mana sambhava daruna dōşa haram. 12. 


You are friendly and compassionate towards those who are meek, poor, downtrodden 
and humble, and look after their welfare and good without any ostensible reason (as a 
matter of habit, for you love all those who have no other source to get help, succour 
and solace). 

I bow most reverentially before you along with Rama (the divine consort of 
Lord Vishnu, i.e. goddess Laxmi)'. Indeed, you are a treasury of stupendous beauty. 


(11) 


Lord, you are the one who helps a creature to cross over this measureless and 
horrifying ocean representing the cycle of birth and death (i.e. of transmigration). 

You are supreme and transcend (param = 1.e. are beyond the parameters or the 
reach; not affected or influenced by) the law that covers the rest of this creation, i.e. 
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the world that is governed by the law of ‘cause and effect’ (karana kāja). Verily, you 
can remove or purge all the taints that would tarnish the creature due the countless 
evil desires and sinful tendencies that sprout from the creature’s Mana (heart and 
mind)’. (12) 


[Note—'It is clear here that when the creator Brahma is praying to Lord Ram with 
Sita by his side, he is not praying or paying his homage to the ‘son of Dasrath and the 
king of Ayodhya who has been victorious in the war at Lanka’, but to Lord Vishnu 
who had taken a human form as Lord Ram, with Laxmi accompanying the Lord as his 
human wife Sita, so that the task of the Gods and Earth, which was to get rid of the 
evil forces represented by the demons led by their king Ravana of Lanka that had 
been tyrannising them relentlessly, could be successfully done. 


?A living being would act and do something only when his Mana motivates or inspires 
him to act or do it. For instance, when one feels hungry, his mind tells him to look for 
food, even steal it if it is not to be found honestly. If one sees something beautiful, his 
heart longs for it, and this longing urges him to go get it. This is a simple and plain 
example of the working of the ‘cause and effect’ theory. But it is not that simple and 
innocent in the backdrop of the complexities of the gross world of material sense 
objects where the temptations and allurement are endless and one better than the 
other, luring the creature in a vicious trap from which he finds virtually impossible to 
get out if once he gets in. Resources are limited, giving rise to competition, which in 
its turn brings jealousy, malice, ill-will and antagonism, as well as strife and loss of 
peace. A creature becomes so deluded that he does not realise the whirlpool in which 
he has landed. 

In this scenario, devotees of Lord Ram are helped by the Lord, by the dint of 
their devotion for the Lord, to develop a pious and pure heart that motivates them to 
turn away from the grossness of the world around them and move on the path of 
righteousness and auspiciousness. They do not yearn for the world, which at once 
eliminates a lot many causes of the actions that a creature usually takes giving rise to 
hordes of problems for his spiritual well-being. 

According to the law of Karma from the metaphysical perspective, every 
action has its origin in a cause. The ‘cause’ is known as ‘Prakriti’ or ‘Nature’, and the 
‘effect or action’ is known as the ‘Creation’. In other words, this huge, indescribable 
and variable ‘creation’ has its origin in ‘Prakriti’. From our ordinary level of 
understanding we can visualise also when we realise that the same human race, born 
in the same process and having the same physical features and organs of the body, 
both external and internal, a body that functions in the same way, look and perceive 
and understand the world in different ways, with one person’s understanding and take 
on the world and its circumstances being quite dissimilar to the other person’s views 
of the same world with the same qualities. ] 


PET TAT AT IL | CTT FIT TTT 83 N 
Ga afer Gar sii | Ae AN We AAA GAT N LY N 


sara Capa manohara trona dharam. jalajaruna locana bhupabaram. 13. 
sukha mandira sundara Sriramanam. mada mara mudha mamata samanam. 
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14. 


You (Lord Ram) are armed with a magnificent bow and an arrow (that you hold in 
your hands), as well as a quiver (that you tie around your waist). Your eyes have a 
reddish or pinkish hue like that of a red-lotus flower. 

You are the best amongst all the kings of the earth (bhUpabararn). (13) 


You are indeed a home to all joys, happiness and delight; you are beautiful and 
charming; and you are the divine consort of ‘Sri’ (1.e. goddess Laxmi, the patron deity 
of prosperity, wealth, success and well-being in this world). 

You are the one who destroys such evils as ‘Mada’ (pride, arrogance and 
haughtiness), ‘Mara’ (which is another word for ‘Kaam’ or worldly lust, passion and 
yearnings), and ‘Mudha Mamta’ or false sense of affection, possessiveness, and 
longing and belonging to this world. (14) 


SAE SVS A MAT TW | WHAT Tal GS Sls A ATU V4 Il 
Sta ae Geta A came | teat stray Raa AA Tar 2g N 


anavadya akhanda na gocara gO. sabarupa sada saba ho'i na go. 15. 
iti beda badanti na dantakatha. rabi atapa bhinnamabhinna jatha. 16. 


You (Lord Ram) are free from all faults and are beyond reproach (anavadya). You 
are indivisible and non-dual, steady and eternal (unlike the rest of the creation) 
(akhanda). 

You are beyond the purview of perception of the gross organs of perception of 
the creature’s body (na gocara gO). [To wit, what we see as the person known as 
‘Lord Ram’ is not your true identity, for it is so sublime and subtle that the mind and 
the senses cannot see it. It is because your real form is ‘pure consciousness’ that is 
invisible, and has a transcendental and all-pervading existence. ] 

Though it is true that whatever that exists in this creation is actually your all- 
pervading cosmic form manifested in all those individual as well as collective forms, 
but at the same time it is also true that none of them can ever be called your true 
form'--- (15) 


---in all sooth and without gainsay, this is what the Vedas affirm (iti bēda badanti), 
and therefore it is not something based on mere conjecture, traditional beliefs, wild 
theorizing or heresy (na dantakatha). 

It is just like the case of the sun shining in the sky: for the ‘sun’ and its ‘rays’ 
are independent of each other but so closely interrelated that they exist simultaneously 
and cannot be separated from one another’. In a similar way, you (the Supreme Being 
represented by the cosmic Consciousness) and this world (the creation that was 
revealed in the light of this Consciousness) are interchangeable as well as independent 
of each other. (16) 


[Note—'The world or creation is gross, it is always changing; it has an origin and an 
end; it grows and perishes. But you are subtle and sublime; you remain constant and 
steady as you are the eternal and imperishable cosmic Consciousness. You live in this 
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world as its essence and reality, but not at the gross level of its existence. Therefore, 
though this world is said to be revealed from you, it is certainly not ‘you’. You 
transcend it; you go much beyond it. 

An instance would explain. We all know that water is made of atoms of 
Hydrogen and Oxygen (H20). Water takes many physical forms—viz. steam, vapour, 
cloud, moisture, liquid, solid such as the ice in the household fridge or the glacier that 
cover huge tracts of land, and so on. Then its existence is affected by a vide range of 
circumstances—it is mixed with other fluids, many different chemicals and additives 
are added to it in varying proportions, it flows in a variety of ways such a rivers, 
streams, oceans, seas etc. But does this mean that the primary elements in it, i.e. the 
atoms of Hydrogen and Oxygen, undergo any change; does it mean that water truly 
represents the characteristic qualities of either of these two elements? Sure, the 
answer is an emphatic ‘No’. 

Similarly, the cosmic Consciousness remains the basic ingredient on life in 
this creation, but the latter is not the former, and neither is the former the latter. | 

“If there is the sun in the sky then it would inevitably produce light in the form 
of its rays. It cannot be otherwise; it cannot be that the sun and darkness go together. 
Whatever is within the realm of the sun would get its light, and would be visible to the 
world. 

If one sees the rays of the sunlight, he takes it for granted that there must be a 
sun shining in the sky. If one sees the sun in the sky then it cannot be denied that there 
is light in the world, and this light has its origin in the sun. As the sun moves across 
the sky, its light follows it; when the sun sets in the western sky, the rays too 
disappear. It is not possible to have the rays of the sun without the presence of the 
latter. These two, the ‘sun’ and its ‘rays’, cannot be segregated from one another. 

Likewise, Brahm or cosmic Consciousness, here symbolised by the sun, 
makes the creation apparent, or makes it possible for the creature to see it, to 
understand it in clear physical terms that are approachable, describable and 
comprehendible. This revelation or appearance of the world in the background of 
cosmic darkness is possible only in the light of knowledge provided by the 
consciousness, which is like the sun providing the world with its light through its 
rays. 

The sun exists even beyond the horizon, but since its rays are not here around 
us, we are not able to see our immediate surroundings; we would be groping in the 
darkness. Similarly, if we do not have wisdom and true knowledge that comes with 
realisation of the pure consciousness, we would be groping in the darkness of 
ignorance regarding the true nature of this creation. | 


Pape faut aa art UT | Cait TAT GST Tl V9 Il 
fart Sitar ca GA Bt aa UH fart set fet ATU Ve N 


krtakrtya bibho saba banara é. nirakhanti tavanana sadara é. 17. 
dhiga jivana déva sarira haré. tava bhakti bina bhava bhuli paré. 18. 


Oh Bibho (i.e. the all-pervading, almighty and supreme Lord, Sri Ram)! These 
monkeys (who fought alongside you in the war) are truly blessed and most fortunate 
as they watch your divine face reverentially this moment. [They are also blessed and 
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fortunate as they enjoyed the rare privilege of being so close to you and keep your 
company, have served you selflessly, and have obtained your blessings. ] (17) 


Oh Hari (one of the many names of Lord Vishnu)! Shame is upon us (the Gods) who 
though have immortal life and a form that is divine but are still devoid of your 
devotion and remain engrossed in the affairs of the world’. (18) 


[Note—'The Gods have specific duties to perform in this world. They are like the 
magistrates, knights and commanders appointed by an Emperor to look after different 
aspects of administration and other affairs of the empire. Though they are powerful in 
themselves, they cannot surpass the Emperor. They also are not as close to him as the 
ordinary servant of his palace. If the Emperor’s attendant, who is very diligent in 
serving his Lord, falls sick, the Emperor is more worried and concerned than when the 
brave knight takes to some illness—for the Emperor’s daily needs and wants are well 
known and well attended to by this particular servant than it is done even by the 
battery of other servants in the household, and the Emperor has unconsciously begin 
to favour him, while the duties of the far-off knight can be carried by someone else 
during his sickness; the Emperor is not directly affected in the latter case. 

These commanders, knights and magistrates have some gain to be had by 
serving the Emperor, such as the privileges that come with the powers that are 
bestowed upon them. But this poor and illiterate servant serves his Master without any 
powers and privileges that the commanders and magistrates enjoy. So the servant’s 
service is selfless and without much of an expectations. He cannot hope to become a 
minister of the kingdom or the empire, or get some high honour and decoration like 
the knights and the commanders just because he is the Emperor’s diligent servant, for 
he knows his limitations. 

The monkeys served Lord Ram without any selfish motives, for all of them 
were exceedingly humble and ordinary creatures. But the Lord blessed them like the 
shower of rain: he lived with them, he shared a part of his life with them, he sat with 
them, ate with them, slept with them, fought hand-in-hand with them. And why did 
the monkeys fight actually? They fought so that Lord Ram could kill the demons and 
free the Gods and the Earth of their tormentors. And in the process, the poor monkeys 
had to endure a lot of sufferings and make a great lot of sacrifices: suffered hardships 
of leaving their homes in Kishkindha and traveling so far from home, then crossing 
the mighty ocean to fight in an alien land with a ferocious enemy where each one of 
them must have been injured in the ensuing war. This again was a selfless service 
done for the sake of peace and security in this world. 

And who would benefit from their sacrifices: the Gods! It should be kept in 
mind that all this while when the war raged on the ground at Lanka, the Gods only 
stood in the sky to watch the proceedings on the battle-field! The creator Brahma 
realised this irony and felt morally guilty when he made the statement here that “the 
monkeys were really blessed, whereas the Gods should be ashamed of themselves”. ] 


Te CAM TAT HRA | aft A fasta SAT i ge N 
wie a aaia frat art ga at qa arm Gat ART it 2011 
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aba dinadayala daya kari'ai. mati mori bibhédakari hari‘ai. 19. 
jehi tē biparita kriya kari'ai. dukha so sukha mani sukhi cari‘ai. 20. 


Oh the Lord who is merciful and compassionate towards the humble, the meek and 
the poor! Be kind and gracious upon me by removing the delusions of my intellect 
(that propels me to distinguish this creation from you, that makes me think that I am 
the ‘creator of the world’, and that there is some sort of duality in the form of your 
Saguna and Nirguna forms). [Let me realise that everything, including my own self, is 
nothing but you in that form, is nothing but pure consciousness. ] (19) 


Verily, it is due to this sense of confusion created by delusions that I keep committing 
errors, and feel merry at things which are only providers of grief and sorrows. [Here, 
Brahma refers to his job of creating, and acting as the old and wise patriarch of 
creation to whom all the Gods go for guidance. Brahma is so engrossed in the affairs 
of the world that inspite of knowing that it would perish, he goes on producing newer 
forms of creatures. Instead of advising the Gods to do meditation and seek eternal 
beatitude, he keeps them engaged in the myriad affairs of the world, making them 
belief that they are Superior Beings, i.e. the ‘Gods’. According to the Purans, the 
heaven where the Gods live is almost like our mortal world with its own hierarchy, 
mutual jealousy among its inhabitants, one-upmanships and bickerings. They too have 
enemies such as the demons. They too need food for survival, which is provided by 
the humans by offerings they make to the Gods during fire sacrifices and by other 
means. | 


Ue GSt HST TH BA 1 Ue Ua Aad AY SAT N Ve I 
FO Aah SONS | SATS WA Ga BE N RR M 


khala khandana mandana ramya chama. pada pankaja sēvita sambhu uma. 
21. 
nrpa nayaka dé baradanamidam. caranambuja préma sada subhadam. 22. 


Oh Lord, you are the one who destroy those who are wicked and evil. [To wit, you 
intervene to get rid of the negative elements in this creation when they try to upturn 
the cart of goodness and righteousness under they onslaught. | 

You are a decorative ornament of the earth. [To wit, the earth is proud of you; 
it is because of you that the earth has got is glory and worthiness. You adorn it just 
like an ornament adorns the wearer and make the latter look attractive. Had it not been 
for your munificence and grace, the earth would have been an inhospitable planet like 
the rest in the solar system! | 

Your holy feet are being served by Lord Mahesh (Shiva) and his divine 
consort Parvati. (21) 


Oh the Leader of Kings (nrpa nayaka; or “a King amongst Kings”; an Emperor)! 
Please bless me with the boon that I may cherish an everlasting devotion and affection 
for your lotus like holy feet which are a perennial source of auspiciousness, 
blessedness and beatitude.” (22) 
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ao, fara Aie ar Wa Geter sift TA | 
athe aha Crt Fel STITT Le Ul 
doha. 


binaya kinhi caturanana préma pulaka ati gata. 
sobhasindhu bilokata locana nahim aghata. 111. 


The creator Brahma, who is called “caturanana” (because he is exceptionally wise 
and learned as he has pronounced the Vedas, and can also view all the four directions 
of the world and see whatever is happening anywhere), prayed to Lord Ram as 
narrated herein above even as his body was filled with a thrill. 

His eyes could not have enough of the divine sight of Lord Ram, who was like 
an ocean of beauty and charm, standing before him'. (Doha no. 111) 


[Note—'Brahma had his eyes fixed on the divine form of Lord Ram while he prayed 
to the Lord. Even when he had finished praying, Brahma found it difficult to move his 
eyes away from the bewitching charm of Lord Ram and the magnetic appeal of Lord’s 
holy presence. Brahma stood mesmerized with a thrilled body as he continued to gaze 
Lord Ram. 

When Indra, the king of gods, prayed to Lord Ram as would be narrated 
shortly, we read that the first words Indra said were in praise of Lord Ram’s 
exceptional charm. Addressing Lord Ram, Indra says: “Oh Lord Ram who is a 
treasury of magnificence and charm”’—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chanda line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 113 herein below. ] 


{After the Gods and the creator Brahma had said their respective prayers honouring 
Lord Ram and paying their obeisance to him, the late king Dasrath, the worldly father 
of Lord Ram and the erstwhile king of Ayodhya, who had assumed a spirit form after 
his death, came to the battle-field to bless Lord Ram in the role of the latter being 
Dasrath’s son, as well as to seek the Lord’s blessings and grace for being the Supreme 
Being himself personified. } 


dio, fe staat cera ae ae | ara facitfes Fat Het BIT NN g N 
arm ated wy set aber | snfaare frat aa ARTN 2 N 


caupal. 


téhi avasara dasaratha taham ā'ē. tanaya bilōki nayana jala cha’é. 1. 
anuja sahita prabhu bandana kinha. asirabada pitam taba dinha. 2. 


On that occasion, Dasrath (the erstwhile king of Ayodhya and Lord Ram’s worldly 
father, who was now in a spirit form after his death), came there (at Lord Ram’s camp 
on the fringes of the battle-field of Lanka). 

When he beheld his son, his eyes were filled with tears (of excess of joy and 
delight, of overflowing love and affection)". (1) 
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Lord Ram, together with his younger brother (Laxman) and wife (Sita), paid their 
obeisance to their father, at which the latter blessed the three of them’. (2) 


[Note—'It was a natural emotional reaction of a loving father to see his beloved son 
emerging victorious in a war, against all odds. At the time of his death, Dasrath had 
died longing to see Lord Ram after he left the city of Ayodhya for the forest; Dasrath 
had wailed and lamented most gravely, feeling guilty that he had been the of causing 
so much suffering to Lord Ram, his wife Sita, and his brother Laxman, by compelling 
them to go to the forest for 14 long years# just to honour a word that the king had 
given to his queen Kaikeyi some long time ago, and which she exploited for her self- 
interest, which was to make her own son Bharat the heir apparent and the regent of 
Ayodhya*, instead of Lord Ram, the eldest of the four brothers, who had the natural 
right to get the crown and ascend the throne of the kingdom. 

{#Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that 
precede Doha no. 33; Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 34; Doha no. 38 
along with Chaupai line no. | that follows it; Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha 
no. 153—to Doha no. 155. 

*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede 
Doha no. 29.} 

Dasrath was overwhelmed with delight and love. He had tears of joy that also 
indicated emotions of affection that overflowed in his heart. 


*When late king Dasrath’s spirit saw Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman bowing before it 
and paying their obeisance to their late father, it, i.e. the ‘spirit of Dasrath’, blessed 
them all.] 


Ad Peet Ta TAT WTS Seat sista AIETE TSH II 3 N 
GP ae oer Wife sift oret 1 at Alerter raa ST! Ul ¥ i 


tata sakala tava pun'ya prabha'u. jityom ajaya nisacara rā'ū. 3. 
suni suta bacana priti ati barhi. nayana salila romavali tharhi. 4. 


Lord Ram said to Dasrath, ‘My dear father (tata)! It is due to the good rewards 
accruing to you for the auspicious deeds that you had done in life that I, your son, 
have been blessed to be able to vanquish the king of the demon race who was 
otherwise invincible and difficult to overcome'.’ (3) 


Hearing such polite and gracious words of his son (Lord Ram), words that showed no 
trace of anger or regret at all that had happened, Dasrath was overwhelmed with 
affections; his love and adoration for the Lord increased manifold times so much so 
that tears began flowing from his eyes and his body became thrilled’. (4) 


[Note—'This is a polite and modest way of Lord Ram for honoring Dasrath. The Lord 
gives credit to his father’s good deeds and their accrued rewards that stood in good 
stead for him during the war. The gracious Lord does not take any credit himself for 
the victory over Ravana and the powerful demon army, but owes the victory to his 
father’s blessings like a good and obedient son. Lord Ram’s courteousness is 
exemplary here. He shows no rancour and ill-will towards his father for sending him 


4483 


to the forest for 14 years, for the Lord knew that Dasrath was bound by his words of 
honour that he had given to Kaikeyi, that he had lamented and repented for those 
words but couldn’t help, and that he had done his best to stop the Lord from going to 
the forest even till the last moment, fainting repeatedly out of grief and shock. 

{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 76—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 78; (11) Chaupai 
line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 79; (iii) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 
81—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 82.} 


°This shows that Dasrath’s “spirit” had assumed a visible form when it appeared 
before the Lord on the battle-field. Dasrath appeared alongside other gods, and he had 
a divine form like these gods. It is because at the time of his death, Dasrath had gone 
to heaven where the gods live—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha 
no. 155. 

He had watched the proceedings alongside the gods, and when they came to 
pray to Lord Ram he too accompanied them. ] 


qqa vars wa sar | Raag fate ches TS TANT NG UI 
Act SAT Ares ae Ua ea Ne TAT AT STAT N G N 
as Aras a et fre Hs ws oats Fret d n o N 
OM AN AR Wats VATA | eee SAPS TT ALATA to N 


raghupati prathama prema anumana. cita'i pitahi dinhé'u drrha gyana. 5. 
tate uma moccha nahim payo. dasaratha bhéda bhagati mana layo. 6. 
sagunOpasaka moccha na [éhirh. tinha kahum rama bhagati nija déhim. 7. 
bara bara kari prabhuhi pranama. dasaratha harasi ga'é suradhama. 8. 


Lord Raghupati (i.e. Lord Ram) remembered his father’s extreme level of love for 
him (and that it was due to this outstanding love that Dasrath had died in grief of 
separation when the Lord had left for the forest). He glanced at his father Dasrath very 
affectionately and graced the latter with sound ‘Gyan (gyana)’’'. (5) 


[Lord Shiva, who was narrating this Story to goddess Uma, his divine consort, told 
her—] Uma, Dasrath did not attain Moksha (deliverance, emancipation and salvation; 
eternal beatitude and felicity, bliss and peace of the soul) because though he had 
unquestioned devotion for Lord Ram and loved him, it was because he treated the 
latter as ‘his son’ rather than as a ‘personified form of the Supreme Being’. Dasrath 
had a deluded or a distorted view of devotion for Lord Ram, which prevented him 
from attaining final deliverance and beatitude for his soul’. 

[By providing ‘Gyan’, Lord Ram removed this delusion in the mind of 
Dasrath, entitling him to attain final peace for his soul. For a truly realized soul, there 
is no such thing as having ‘tears in eyes and body being thrilled’ for any cause 
whatsoever. Since Dasrath showed these signs, he was not enlightened enough before 
Lord Ram gave him the necessary wisdom. ] (6) 


Verily, those who worship the Lord in his visible form (SagunOpasaka) find bliss in 
this form of devotion for the Lord, and therefore they have no desire to attain Moksha 
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(moccha na lehim; i.e. deliverance, emancipation and salvation; beatitude and 
felicity; merger of the individual’s soul with the cosmic Supreme Soul). 

To such devotees who prefer to worship and have devotion for the visible and 
known form of the Supreme Being, the Lord grants such devotees their wish by 
gracing them with the boon of having devotion for his visible form (rather than his 
cosmic invisible form)’. (7) 


[Since Dasrath preferred to have devotion for the visible form of the Supreme Being, 
rather than for the Lord’s cosmic and invisible form known as Brahm, the cosmic 
transcendental Consciousness that is formless and without attributes, Lord Ram 
fulfilled his father’s wish by granting him an abode in the heaven where Lord Vishnu, 
the primary form of Lord Ram, lives.] 

Dasrath repeatedly bowed his head before the Lord and cheerfully went to the 
heaven where exalted Gods live (dasaratha harasi ga'é suradhama). 

[More specifically, Dasrath went to Vaikuntha, the abode of Lord Vishnu, the 
Supreme Being. It is because Lord Ram himself would go back to Vaikuntha after his 
obligations in this world were fulfilled. There, Dasrath hoped to meet his ‘son’ Lord 
Ram once again when the Lord resumes his primary form as Lord Vishnu. In this 
form, Dasrath wished to shower his love upon Lord Ram by way of worshipping and 
having devotion for Lord Vishnu.]* (8) 


[Note—'To wit, Lord Ram granted Dasrath spiritual knowledge that made the latter 
understand who the Lord was, that no one is anybody’s son or father, that all such 
relationships are limited to the gross mortal world, that the soul has no relations, that 
love and affections, grief and joy etc. are matters of mortal world and not of the 
spiritual world, that every creature suffers or enjoys because of his own deeds, that 
dispassion and renunciation are the best virtues for a wise, enlightened and self- 
realised person. And therefore, Dasrath ought not to regret at all. 

Lord Ram further enlightened Dasrath that life in heaven is not the final goal 
or destination of the soul; at best it may be a sort of a rest-house where the soul tarries 
for a while before moving ahead on its journey. So then what should be the goal that 
Dasrath should aim at? It is attainment of emancipation and salvation by merging the 
individual’s soul with the Supreme Soul of creation known as the Parmatma, a goal 
that grants eternal rest, peace, bliss, beatitude and felicity to the living being. 

This final destination of the soul is called ‘Moksha’—it is a destination for 
eternal rest, from where there is no return to the cycle of birth and death with its 
attendent miseries in this mundane gross world. 


°To wit, Dasrath’s devotion and love for Lord Ram was based on an erroneous 
premise from the perspective of spiritualism and metaphysics. Dasrath was deluded; 
he thought that Lord Ram was his ‘son’, and he loved and adored and died in grief of 
his ‘son’. Had he been wise and enlightened as he should have been, he would have 
remained dispassionate towards and detached from the physical world, and would 
rather have devoted his time and efforts in meditating upon the divine form of Lord 
Ram, worshipping him and paying his homage to the Lord, feeling privileged to have 
the Supreme Being living so close to him. Dasrath would not have died weeping and 
wailing for his ‘son Ram’ because he would have understood that Lord Ram is not his 
‘son’ but the ‘Supreme Being in the form of Ram’, that the Lord has come down to 
honour the wishes of the gods and mother earth to eliminate the evil demons, and 
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therefore there was no reasonable cause to lament and weep when the Lord went to 
the forest as part of his divine mission. 

This is what is meant by saying that Dasrath had a deluded or a distorted view 
of devotion for Lord Ram, which prevented him from attaining final deliverance of 
his soul; it prevented him from attaining emancipation, salvation, beatitude and 
eternity for his soul, and made him live in heaven instead. 


*To wit, the bliss, beatitude and felicity that is attained by the soul on attaining 
emancipation and salvation when the individual’s soul merges and becomes one with 
the cosmic form of the Soul, the Supreme Soul or the Parmatma, which is known as 
attaining ‘Moksha of the soul’, because then the soul finds eternal peace and bliss as it 
does not have to return to the cycle of birth and death in this gross world, does not 
seem attractive to those who derive happiness and joy in worshipping the Lord’s 
physical and visible form. So the Lord too prefers not to insist in giving them 
knowledge of the form of devotion that relates to the invisible form of the Lord. 

There are two types of devotees of Lord God—one who is called ‘Saguna 
Bhakta’, i.e. a devotee who worships the form of the Lord that has a describable and 
verifiable physical form, a form that is visible and has certain attributes; the other is 
the ‘Nirguna Bhakta’, i.e. a devotee who worships the cosmic form of the Lord that is 
invisible, all-pervading and without specific attributes. 

The cosmic form of the Lord God is known as Brahm; it is nothing but pure 
cosmic Consciousness that has a universal existence; this is ‘Nirguna Brahm’. When 
the same cosmic Consciousness assumes a visible and known form at the micro level 
of creation, it is known as ‘Saguna Brahm’. 


“Dasrath fell into the latter category, one who worshipped the Saguna form of Brahm 
as Lord Ram. So therefore, though Lord Ram first graced Dasrath with knowledge 
pertaining to Moksha of his soul, known as granting of ‘Gyan’, or granting of “truthful 
knowledge; gnosis’, Dasrath did not wish to have it. Hence, in deference to his 
father’s wishes, the Lord sent him to his own abode in the heaven, known as 
‘Vaikuntha’, the abode of Lord Vishnu. There, Dasrath would have ample opportunity 
to fulfill his desire to shower abundance of love and affection on Lord Ram, to make 
up for its lack in this gross physical world because his desires were cut short by the 
fiat of fate and the cruel whip of destiny that brought about separation of Dasrath 
from his beloved son Lord Ram when the latter went to the forest. Dasrath wished that 
in the guise of loving his son Lord Ram, he would be actually worshipping and paying 
his obeisance to Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being and the Lord of the world. 
This opportunity was more appealing to Dasrath than attaining Moksha. } 


Ào. A Ah Bled WY Haet AeA | 
mar cha ae na stedia He AT Sa kU 

doha. 

anuja janaki sahita prabhu kusala kosaladhisa. 

sobha dekhi harasi mana astuti kara sura īsa. 112. 


Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal (Ayodhya), looked adorable alongside his younger 
brother Laxman and wife Janki (Sita). 
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When the Lord (or the king) of the gods, i.e. Indra, observed that the three 
were safe and happy, he felt exhilarated in his heart and mind; lauding their charming 
forms and extolling Lord Ram’s virtues and glories, he offered his prayers to the 
Lord. (Doha no. 112) 


So, AAA GMT sa alah Ad ATA N 2 N 
Ja AM TT AT AT | YASS WAT WATT 21 
chanda. 


jaya rama sobha dhama. dayaka pranata bisrama. 1. 
dhrta trona bara sara capa. bhujadanda prabala pratapa. 2. 


‘Oh Lord Ram who is an embodiment of astounding beauty, charm and magnificence 
(sobha dhama)! You give peace, rest, succour and solace to those who seek refuge 
with you and take your shelter’. (1) 


You bear an excellent quiver, and hold a bow and arrow in your hands. I bow most 
reverentially to the Lord whose might and strength of arms are legendary and world 
famed. (2) 


[Note—'To wit, Lord Ram grants unconditional support and protection to all those 
who come to seek refuge in the holy feet of the Lord. This is the inherent nature of 
Lord Ram that he welcomes his devotees without asking questions. All those who are 
tormented by the world and come to surrender themselves before Lord Ram, praying 
to him to save them, the Lord would go out of his way to oblige them. Lord Ram has 
himself declared that it is his inherent nature and a virtue that is characteristic of him 
while accepting Vibhishan, the brother of the demon king Ravana, when he had come 
to surrender before Lord Ram and seek refuge with him after he was insulted and 
kicked out by Ravana—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 
that precedes Doha no. 43—to Doha no. 44. 

This is why Indra concludes his prayers by addressing Lord Ram as being a 
“merciful Lord”—apropos: Doha no. 113 along with Chanda line nos. 6 and 20 that 
precede it herein below. ] 


Wa GUAT aT | AST aren eR 3 Ut 
OS SE ANS AMA | AT Sa Tower VATA Il ¥ N 


jaya dusanari kharari. mardana nisacara dhari. 3. 
yaha dusta mare'u natha. bha'ē déva sakala sanatha. 4. 


Glory to you oh Lord (Sri Ram) who is an enemy of the demons Khar and Dushan, 
and who has vanquished the fierce army of the demons’. (3) 


Oh Lord! You have slayed this evil, wretched and wicked demon (i.e. the demon king 
Ravana), and this has made the Gods fearless and feel secure’. (4) 
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[Note—'The demons Khar and Dushan along with their army were slayed by Lord 
Ram earlier as described in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 
that precedes Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 20. 


?The sight where this prayer was said by Indra was the battle-field of Lanka, and the 
time was when the Lord had slayed the fierce demons and their king Ravana. Hence, 


the words “yaha dusta mārē'u” refers to the king of Lanka and of the demon race, 
i.e. Ravana. | 


WA ST At UIT HRN Say STTTT I & UI 
WT Te Pures | fa A AETA tt & N 


jaya harana dharani bhara. mahima udara apara. 5. 
jaya ravanari krpala. ki'é jatudhana bihala. 6. 


Glory to the Lord (Ram) who has eliminated the burden of the Earth (by getting rid of 
the cruel demons led by their king Ravana). 

Oh Lord, your glories, munificence and benevolence are not only excellent, 
wonderful and stupendous but are also wondrous and so immense and profound that 
no one can fathom or count them (what to talk of describing them). (5) 


Glory to the merciful and compassionate (krpāla) Lord who is an enemy of the 
demon king Ravana’. You have reduced all the wicked demons to complete plight’. 


(6) 


[Note—'Lord Ram is called krpala because he suffered hardships to kill the demons 
and their leader Ravana so that the rest of the world can live in peace. The Lord is at 
once a friend of all, including the demons as is evident when he accepted Ravana’s 
own brother Vibhishan and made him a part of his group of advisors, and later on 
anointed him as the king of Lanka. The Lord does not have any personal animosity or 
ill-will against anyone, be he a demon by birth or anyone else. But he does not 
tolerate those who use their powers to make others suffer, and become so arrogant and 
haughty that they wouldn’t listen to any wise counsel but continue to make others 
suffer inspite of warnings. In this case, Ravana represented all the demonic and evil 
forces in this creation that torment and tyrannise all its creatures, endlessly and 
without cause. So, being the Supreme Lord of this world, it was the Lord’s moral duty 
to subdue him and get rid of him so that the rest of the world can live in peace. 


“When it is said that the Lord had reduced the demons to plight, it refers to the 
demons who were blood-thirsty, cruel and wicked. It does not refer to the good 
demons like Vibhishan (Ravana’s brother), or Malyawant (Ravana’s maternal uncle), 
or Marich (who was forced by Ravana to become the golden deer so that Sita could be 
stolen), or Mandodari (Ravana’s wife), or Trijata (the demoness who had guarded Sita 
during captivity), or Singhika (who guarded the gates of Lanka and was humbled by 
Hanuman when he had entered the city in search of Sita)—for all of them personally, 
and other demons who aligned themselves with these noble demons, had formed a 
group that were not killed in the war. These demons may have had the physical body 
of the demon race, but their characters and heart were not like what one would mean 
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and understand with the word ‘demon’, for they were noble at heart and had a pious 
soul. 

It ought to be remembered here that after the war ended, it is not that Lanka 
was completely de-populated. There remained in it those demons who had not sided 
with Ravana, and when, after the war, Lord Ram had made Vibhishan the king of 
Lanka and of the future generation of the demon race, these survivors of the war, the 
good demons, thrived and re-populated the place. ] 


ha Stet Tet He | PHT TT AT Tera 19 UI 
YA fag Ae aT APT fs Wat Aa SH ATTN SI 


lankesa ati bala garba. ki'€ basya sura gandharba. 7. 
muni sid'dha nara khaga naga. hathi pantha saba kem lāga. 8. 


Ravana, the demon king of Lanka, was exceedingly and outrageously proud of his 
strength, powers and invincibility. He had subdued and ridden rough-shod over all the 
Gods and the Gandharvas (demi-gods). (7) 


Nay, not only this, he was audacious enough to determinedly and relentlessly, without 
any sense of guilt or apprehension, pursue all other living beings in this creation in his 
dogged desire to subdue all, sparing none, and to bring the entire creation to its knees 
before him. so he had persecuted the exalted sages, the mystics and hermits as well as 
the ordinary human beings; he did not spare either the humble members of the animal 
race, right from the birds (who lived in the sky) to the reptiles (who lived a most 
humble and lowly life by being stuck to the surface of the earth)'. (8) 


[Note—'To wit, Ravana had become so haughty and arrogant of his powers and might 
that he wished to rule over the entire creation like a despotic tyrant, like a tyrannical 
and maniacal Emperor. He had started cruelly persecuting all living beings: in the 
heaven he subdued the powerful Gods and the Gandharvas, on the earth he started 
tormenting ordinary human beings as well as those who were exalted such as sages 
and mystics. Perhaps he may have feared from them—from the Gods due to their 
special strength and powers, and the humans, specially the sages and mystics because 
they had great mystical powers, but he had become so diabolical that he did not spare 
even the animals that couldn’t possibly harm him by any stretch of imagination after 
he had conquered the Gods and the humans, for he started tormenting all the members 
of the animal race too, right from those who could reach high in the sky like the birds 
to those who were confined to the lower levels of the earth, such as the reptiles. 

So it was necessary and a moral duty for the Lord to bring him to justice, for 
which Lord Vishnu had come down to earth in the form of Lord Ram to put things in 
order. | 


wA Ta Blea TT | Ura Gt Tet UAT i 9 M 
a GAG StF Caer mia AAT FTAA N Qo N 
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paradroha rata ati dusta. payo so phalu papista. 9. 
aba sunahu dina dayala. rajiva nayana bisala. 10. 


He (Ravana) was ever-indulgent in animosity with the rest of the creation, and derived 
delight in afflicting suffering and plight upon others. Indeed he was most vile, wicked 
and evil (and it would not be wrong to say that he personified these vices). 

Verily, he got what he deserved; this sinful fellow got the punishment for all 
his sins and wickedness. (9) 


Now listen, Oh Lord who is ever so merciful and beneficent upon the poor, the meek 
and the humble, and who has lovely broad eyes that resemble an open lotus flower. 
(10) --- 


mi vet atfa aifsrara i fe cals ifs GAA ti 22 I 
aa CRS WY We HST TdT AT We ga GAN gR I 


mohi raha ati abhimana. nahim ko'u mohi samana. 11. 
aba dékhi prabhu pada kanja. gata mana prada dukha punja. 12. 


--- I (Indra) was very proud that there is no one comparable to me (in powers, 
strength, abilities, majesty etc., but all that came to a naught in front of Ravana whom 
you have vanquished, for I was completely impotent against him and had failed 
miserably to either protect my own dignity as well as the safety of the Gods of whom 
I am supposed to be a protector as I am their heavenly king!). (11) 


But now oh Lord, when I have had the Darshan (holy viewing) of your holy lotus-like 
feet, this worthless pride that I had, a pride that is the breeding ground of all sorrows, 
miseries and grief, has been dispelled’. (12) 


[Note—'Indra is the ‘king’ of Gods, and true to his ilk, he thought that no one is 
greater than him. But he had to bite the dust before Ravana. Now that Lord Ram 
slayed the powerful demon, Indra realised who was stronger, he or Lord Ram. This 
punctured the balloon of his pride! 

The spiritual and metaphysical principle affirmed here is that ‘pride, ego, 
haughtiness and arrogance’, collectively called “abhimana” or “mana”, are the cause 
of many a problems faced by the creature in his life. By overcoming this one negative 
trait, many sufferings can be easily avoided. ] 


als Tal Patt ara | stare SS sift Ta It 83 N 
Tits ret AAA YT SANTA ATT AT Ul BX N 


ko'u brahma nirguna dhyava. abyakta jéhi Sruti gava. 13. 
mohi bhava kosala bhipa. Srirama saguna saripa. 14. 


Some prefer to worship and meditate upon the “Nirguna’ (the all-pervading, attribute- 
less, invisible and cosmic) form or aspect of Brahm (the Supreme Being) who has 
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been described by the Vedas as being ‘Avyakta’—one who is not manifested or 
visible; one who cannot be perceived and described as he has no specific attributes, 
and also because he is most sublime and subtle. (13) 


But oh Lord Ram, as for me, I love to adore this visible form of yours, known as your 
‘Saguna’ form as the King of Kaushal. [The word ‘Saguna?’ is the opposite of 
‘Nirguna’, and it refers to the Supreme Being’s visible form during one of his 
manifestations. | (14) 


aefe sa aaa 1 aa eet erg Prema Bu 
AR sah Frat erate fe carPrara ui gS N 


baidéhi anuja saméta. mama hrdayam karahu nikéta. 15. 
mohi jāni'ai nija dasa. dé bhakti ramanivasa. 16. 


Oh Lord! Please make my heart an eternal and divine abode for your own self along 
with Vaidehi (Sita, the Lord’s consort) and your younger brother (Laxman). (15) 


Oh Lord Ramanivasa (i.e. the Lord who lives in the heart of goddess Laxmi)! Regard 
me as your devotee and humble follower, and bless me with (the fruit of) your 
devotion. (16) 


Bo, X Ui TMA Ae OM AM Tash N Vo tl 
Ge ara wa Tae aa stem Ole TATA I e N 


chanda. 


dé bhakti ramanivasa trasa harana sarana sukhadayakam. 17. 
sukha dhama rama namami kama anéka chabi raghunayakam. 18. 


Oh Lord Ramanivasa! Grant me your devotion’. Oh Lord, you are the one who dispels 
all the fears of those who have taken shelter with you and sought refuge at your holy 
feet. You give delight to all of them by bestowing peace, joy and happiness upon 
them. (17) 


Oh Lord Ram who is an abode of peace, joy, happiness and delight (sukha dhama)! 

I bow most reverentially before Lord Ram (rama namami) who is the Lord of 
King Raghu’s Race, and who embodies in himself the charm and the beauty of 
countless Kamdeos (cupids; the patron god of these qualities)! (18) 


[Note—'Seeking the blessing of ‘having devotion for Lord Ram’, the manifested form 
of the Supreme Being, is the best boon that one can ever ask for from the Lord. If 
anyone seeks this blessing, the Lord becomes very pleased with him. This is amply 
clear when the saintly crow called Kaagbhusund had sought Bhakti (devotion) as a 
boon from Lord Ram when the Lord had asked him to seek whatever he wished to 
have, and it would be granted. Lord Ram was mightily pleased with Kaagbhusund and 
praised his wisdom when the latter insisted on having Bhakti as the only chosen boon. 
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The importance of Bhakti, and how Kaagbhusund got it has been narrated by 
himself in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 78—to Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 88.] 


q Ie GSH ge Ha AGS aa agaa N ge N 
erR Geant Aa a Ta HEAT HA Il 2o N 


sura brnda ranjana dvanda bhanjana manuja tanu atulitabalam. 19. 
brahmadi sankara sébya rama namami karuna komalam. 20. 


Oh Lord who grants joy and happiness to all the Gods! You quell all the confusions 
and doubts that arise from opposite experiences or contrary situations in this creation 
(“dvanda bhanjana”; thereby giving peace and rest to the mind of the creature). 

Oh Lord, you have assumed a human form (manuja tanu), and have 
incomparable strength, majesty and powers (atulitabalam). (19) 


You are being served and adored by even Brahma (the creator) and Lord Shiva (the 
concluder of creation)". 

Oh Lord Ram! You are tender in heart, and you are praised for your merciful 
and compassionate nature’. I reverentially bow before you.’ (20) 


[Note—'Refer to: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 150 where a similar idea has been expressed. 


*Refer also to Doha no. 113 herein below.] 


ao. aa alt par facitten vile srg ey Hurt | 
che hal Olt fea aes alot SATA Il g3 N 

doha. 

aba kari krpa biloki mohi ayasu déhu krpala. 

kaha karaum suni priya bacana bolé dinadayala. 113. 


After saying his prayers, Indra said to Lord Ram: ‘Lord, please glance at me 
gracefully for once, and then, oh merciful Lord, tell me what I should do.’ 

Hearing these pleasing words of Indra, the Lord, who is benevolent and 
compassionate towards those who are meek and miserable, said (as narrated in the 
verses that follow herein below). (Doha no. 113) 


dio, Oa arate aft sary ware ae ate fre] A ATT et 
Wey fea crit ast SS WMT | Genet Hass GS SMT Ut R N 


caupa’. 
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sunu surapati kapi bhalu hamārē. paré bhumi nisicaranhi jé maré. 1. 
mama hita lagi taje inha prana. sakala ji'a'u surésa sujana. 2. 


Lord Ram requested Indra, the king of gods, as follows: ‘Listen oh king of gods 
(sunu surapati)! Our monkey and bear warriors, who were killed by the demons, are 
lying on the ground in the battle-field. (1) 


They had laid down their lives for my sake. So I request you, the able and wise king 
of gods (Surésa sujana)’, to make them come back to life once again.” (2) 


[Note—'Lord Ram reminded Indra that he must remember that these monkeys and 
bears were not ordinary creatures, but off-springs of the gods, for the gods had 
decided to come down to earth and assume the forms of monkeys and bears to help 
Lord Vishnu when he manifests himself as Lord Ram in order to eliminate the cruel 
demons and their king Ravana on the request of these same gods as well as mother 
earth. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 187—to Chaupai line no. 5 
that precedes Doha no. 188.} 

So therefore, it was Indra’s moral obligation to revive these monkeys and 
bears, as they had laid down their lives actually for the sake of the gods and mother 
earth, as much as it was of Lord Ram’s because it was he who had been instrumental 
in leading the campaign of eliminating the demons by bringing these monkeys and 
bears to the battle-field of Lanka to give effect to the fulfillment of the wishes of the 
gods and mother earth. 


“Indra, being the Lord of heaven and the gods, had access to Amrit, the elixir of life. 
He is also the ‘god who controls rains’. Hence, what Lord Ram wanted Indra to do, 
and which Indra indeed did, was to rain Amrit on the battle-field so that the monkeys 
and bears, who lay as if dead on the ground, could be revived. 

Indra had prayed to Lord Ram and asked him if he could do anything for the 
latter, at which the Lord asked him shower a rain of Amrit so that those warriors who 
had laid down their lives for his cause can be revived. 

So what happened? Indra rained down Amrit from the sky, and all the 
wounded and dead monkeys and bears got up instantly as if nothing had happened to 
them. The result was that Lord Ram’s army had the same number of monkeys and 
bears at the end of the war as it had at the start, which in turn means that when this 
colossus army returned to its home place in Kishkindha, no one amongst their kith 
and kin had any cause to grieve and lament at losing their dear ones in any war. The 
army returned victorious from a campaign that would make them legendary and 
famous in history, with the crown of gallantry and valour and courage and daring 
adoring their proud heads. Their marvelous and glorious exploits during the war of 
Lanka became fabled and legendary for their rare achievements; the individual 
warriors became objects of great adulation and honour throughout the kingdom of 
Kishkindha; they were lauded and applauded wherever they went; their families 
became singularly proud of them and did not tire asking them to recount the awe- 
inspiring events that unfolded in that far-away land across the ocean. 

To wit, Lord Ram, the Lord who is graceful, compassionate, merciful and 
kind, as well as very prudent and wise, did not give anyone in Kishkindha a chance to 
complain and regret that one of their kith and kin had lost his life for the Lord in a war 
that did not concern them directly, for every single monkey and bear, who had left 
Kishkindha to join the army of Lord Ram, returned safe and sound to his homeland. 
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Tl Gla WY & ae art | sift seal SS AP aT 3 M 
Wy wen fryer aft feng haa wane die age N x 


sunu khagésa prabhu kai yaha bani. ati agadha janahir muni gyani. 3. 
prabhu saka tribhu'ana mari ji'a'l. kēvala sakrahi dinhi bara’. 4. 


[The saintly crow Kaagbhusund, who was one of the other chief narrators of this 
wonderful Story of ‘Ram Charit Manas’ besides Lord Shiva, told his listener Garud, 
the celestial Eagle and the king of birds as well as the mount of Lord Vishnu, who had 
come to the hermitage of the saint to hear this Story being told’, as follows:-] 


‘Listen oh king of birds (sunu khagésa)! These words of Lord Ram (asking Indra to 
revive the fallen monkeys and bears) were profoundly mysterious and intriguing. 
Their true import and full of meaning is known only to enlightened and wise sages’. 


(3) 


Lord Ram has the authority and the ability to make anyone live after he has died’, but 
he only wished to give some credit and honour to Indra (known also as ‘Sakra’) by 
asking him to revive the fallen monkeys and bears.’ (4) 


[Note—'The whole conversation betwixt Kaagbhusund and Garud form the subject 
matter of the second half of the seventh Canto of Ram Charit Manas, known as Uttar 
Kand. It is narrated in Uttar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
63—to Doha no. 125. 


*Why is Lord Ram’s request to Indra to revive the monkeys and bears so mysterious 
and intriguing that only a few selected sages would know its true meaning? 

The answer is given by Kaagbhusund himself in the very next verse no. 4. 

Ordinary people think that Lord Ram was a human being, and so he lacked the 
mystical ability needed to revive those who were dead, and so he asked Indra to do it 
for him. But wise sages understand why the Lord did not do it himself—it was 
because Lord Ram wished to play his role as a human being to perfection; he did not 
want raise eyebrows by doing something that can be called a miracle, especially 
openly when everyone was watching. 

Besides this factor, Lord Ram wished to give Indra his due share of the glory, 
to thank him for sending his own chariot to help the Lord in the war against Ravana, 
and to honour Indra’s authority as the king of gods. By reviving the monkeys and 
bears Indra would be remembered in history for this noble deed, and his act would 
make him share the joy of helping Lord Vishnu to reinstate all those who had 
sacrificed their lives for a greater and nobler cause of the gods and mother earth, 
which was the elimination of the cruel demons and restoring the law of Dharma in 
this world. 

Being all-able Lord of the world, it was a noble gesture for Lord Ram to let 
Indra get the credit of reviving the fallen heroes of this epic war; those who are great 
and exalted Lords do not hesitate to give credit to those who are junior or subordinate 
to them for doing some good deed that can grant the latter some sort of recognition 
and satisfaction of being helpful to their Lord. 
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Hence, Lord Ram wished to give Indra some sort of satisfaction of being 
helpful to him and contributing to fulfillment of the Lord’s wish by reviving the 
monkeys and bears, for the Lord himself had done a lot for the sake of the gods and 
mother earth, and Indra, being the king of gods, owed so much to Lord Ram. 


*Lord Ram has himself reiterated this ability of his on two occasions. The first was 
when he asked Jatau, the vulture who had laid down his life trying to save Sita, that if 
he so wished, the Lord can grant him eternal life—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 31. 

The second occasion was when he asked Baali, the elder brother of Sugriv and 
the king of Kishkindha, that if he wished to live then the Lord can grant him an 
eternal life—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 10.] 


gar arte ate are, farsi arte So Ga We US STN & UI 
qat Nag aa war 1 fare ore fe AS Tara & N 
THA AU hrs oh HT LA UT GS Va TTI 9 N 

a ifia wa aft are thot fae uaea aA at Sa 2 


sudha barasi kapi bhalu ji'a'é. harasi uthé saba prabhu pahim a’é. 5. 
sudhabrsti bhai duhu dala Upara. ji'é bhalu kapi nahim rajanicara. 6. 
ramakara bha'ē tinha kē mana. mukta bha'ē chute bhava bandhana. 7. 
sura ansika saba kapi aru richa. ji'€ sakala raghupati kim Icha. 8. 


Indra rained down Amrit (the ambrosia of life) on the battle-field, thereby bringing to 
life the monkeys and bears. They got up instantly and cheered. Then all of them came 
to where Lord Ram was. (5) 


The Amrit was showered all over the battle-field, over both the warring armies, but 
only the bears and monkeys were revived, and not the demons. (6) 


The reason why the demons could not be revived was that their mind and heart had 
been so focused on Lord Ram (because they thought of nothing but the Lord all 
through the war) that they lost awareness of everything else, becoming exclusively 
focused on the Lord’. 

The spiritual benefit that naturally accrued to them as a result of this 
involuntary focusing of their mind and heart on Lord Ram was that they souls attained 
the fruit of deliverance from this world; they became entitled to obtain emancipation 
and salvation. Hence, all their worldly ties that would have otherwise attached their 
souls to this mortal world were snapped, as a result of which they found liberation 
from this world and attained eternal beatitude and felicity; they attained Mukti’. (7) 


The monkeys and bears were born from fractions of different gods, and so they could 
be allowed to die (as it would bereave the gods). Therefore, Lord Ram so wished that 
they be revived and brought back to life’. (8) 
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[Note—'The demons on the one hand, and the monkeys and the bears on the other 
hand, had very opposite thoughts in their minds. While the monkeys and bears were 
always thinking and talking about their chief enemy Ravana, the demons on the other 
hand were thinking and talking of Lord Ram. This was very important from the 
perspective of spiritualism—because constant remembrance of Lord Ram was 
tantamount to doing contemplation and meditation on the Lord’s divine form and 
name, which in its turn rewarded the demons with the benefit of deliverance of their 
souls. Hence, the fallen demon warriors had become entitled to attain emancipation 
and salvation by constantly thinking about Lord Ram because the Lord was a 
personified form of the Supreme Being. 

We ought to note here that this is also the chief reason that Ravana too 
attained deliverance at the time of his death by having his soul merge with the 
Supreme Soul represented by Lord Ram—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103. 

On the other hand, the monkeys and bears missed this chance as they had 
focused their attention on their enemy Ravana. But there is a marvelous spin to this 
development—and it is this: since Ravana himself was so blessed and honoured that 
his soul was accepted by Lord Ram himself and given an abode right where the 
Lord’s own Soul was, some sort of reward became due to these poor monkeys and 
bears too for being focused on someone, in this case Ravana, whom Lord Ram had 
himself given such high honour. 

The second reason for the monkeys and bears becoming entitled to some kind 
of reward was that they had laid down their lives serving Lord Ram and the noble 
cause for which this war was fought. Hence, Lord Ram rewarded them with a new 
life; the Lord entitled them to have glory and fame for winning a great war. 

Thirdly, the Lord also did not want them to die because that would mean 
bereaving countless families in Kishkindha, something the merciful Lord couldn’t 
bear to happen. 


“It has been recorded earlier that Lord Ram had ensured that the demon commanders 
who came face to face with him were provided with the spiritual reward of attaining 
his heavenly abode—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 
that precede Doha no. 45. It is clearly explained here “why Lord Ram granted them 
this exalted stature”: it is because these demons remembered the Lord and his holy 
name ‘Ram’ constantly, albeit not as a friend or a revered deity but as someone hostile 
to them, but nevertheless they did it, and this entitled them to receive its natural 
reward. 

So when it came to deciding the fate of the fallen demon warriors in the battle- 
field, Lord Ram thought if he had been so gracious and kind as to grant an abode in 
heaven to the demon commanders, then he ought to extend this privilege to the 
ordinary demon soldiers too as they were merely following their duty of obeying their 
commanders, and had no personal animosity with the Lord. Not sending them to 
heaven would be tantamount to doing injustice to these poor fellows. Since Lord Ram 
was very mindful of his obligations to one and all, he decided that these ordinary 
demon warriors would go to his abode as well. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 187—to Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 188. 

This is another primary reason why Lord Ram wished that the monkeys and 
bears be brought back to life, besides the reasons cited herein above. ] 
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Ta atta at a aa are ypa Pare Bre i e M 
Gel AST MWA HA Ta Wet 1 fet Us St APTA Ula Tl Qo N 


rama sarisa ko dina hitakari. kinhé mukuta nisacara jhari. 9. 
khala mala dhama kama rata ravana. gati pa'l jO munibara pava na. 10. 


Verily indeed, for sooth and without any gainsay, who is so kind, gracious, 
benevolent and mindful of the welfare of those who are humble and lowly as Lord 
Ram is, for the Lord provided ‘Mukti’, i.e. liberation from sufferings that are part of 
life in this mortal gross world and deliverance from the cycle of transmigration, to 
even the ordinary demons, not one or two or more selected ones from amongst the 
demon hordes, but all of them en masse! (9) 


Not to mention the meek and humble ordinary demon warriors, the most kind and 
gracious Lord Ram took care of even the vilest of them, the demon king Ravana who 
was very wicked, passionate and lustful, and epitomized all that can be categorized as 
being evil, vile and sins combined, by granting his soul access to a destination which 
even great sages, hermits and ascetics find it difficult to attain’. (10) 


[Note—'Ravana was the leader and the king of the demons, and from the perspective 
of what cruelty he inflicted on the creatures of this world and the terror he unleashed 
on it, he can be called the ‘king of all that is categorized as sin, vile and evil’. But 
inspite of all these transgressions of the Law of Dharma, Lord Ram was so merciful as 
to forgive him and accept his soul within his own Self, which in meaningful terms 
translated into granting Ravana’s soul the rare privilege of achieving its merger with 
the cosmic supreme Soul of creation represented by Lord Ram himself, thereby 
providing a superior destination to Ravana befitting his stature as the ‘king of the 
demons’. This merger of Ravana’s soul with the cosmic Soul represented by Lord 
Ram ended forever the cycle of transmigration for him, and provided him with the 
spiritual reward of emancipation and salvation that granted him eternal beatitude and 
felicity and bliss. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 103.} 

This privilege is rare even for the greatest of sages, hermits and ascetics to 
attain, and this is what they all aim for. ] 


ao, Qa ate wa at ae ale ale oie fant 
oe Astra WY US SAS EY AAT NS (R ) N 
TRA R cae STR oe Aer Feat AT Tey | 
Uefa at tere fret fara ara Brot gee (SA) It 
doha. 
sumana barasi saba sura calé caghi cadhi rucira bimana. 


dekhi su'avasara prabhu pahim aya'u sambhu sujana. 114 (a). 
parama priti kara jori juga nalina nayana bhari bari. 
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pulakita tana gadagada giram binaya karata tripurari. 114 (b). 


The assembled gods were elated and thrilled; they showered flowers upon the Lord 
from the sky. Then mounted their respective vehicles and went their way. 

After the gods had gone their way, the wise and erudite Lord Shiva found that 
it was a good opportunity to approach Lord Ram; so Shiva came near the Lord (to 
offer his prayers to him)’. (Doha no. 144-a) 


He was overwhelmed with excess of affection for Lord Ram. Joining the palms of his 
hands, with tears filling his lotus-like eyes, body thrilled and the voice choked with 
emotions, Lord Tripurari (Shiva) offered his obeisance and prayers to Lord Ram (as 
narrated in the verses that follow herein below). (Doha no. 144-b) 


[Note—'Lord Shiva loved and adored Lord Ram and held the latter very dear to his 
heart; Shiva worshipped Lord Ram, revered him, treated the latter has his chosen 
deity, and used Lord Ram’s holy name ‘Ram’ as a Mantra (a divine spiritual formula) 
for the purpose of chanting and doing meditation with. In fact, the whole Story of 
‘Ram Charit Manas’ which we are currently reading, was conceived by Lord Shiva in 
his Mana (heart and mind) during mediation and contemplation. There is no other 
God who reveres Lord Ram more and knows the secrets of the Lord as Shiva does. 

{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 3, 8 that 
precede Doha no. 19; (ii) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 29; (iii) Chaupai 
line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 35; (iv) Doha no. 46 and Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes it; (v) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 108.} 

So, Lord Shiva wished to approach his beloved Lord Ram when the crowd of 
gods had gone away, so that he can keep his emotions secret from them all. Lord 
Shiva is a patron deity of ascetics; he did not wish to advertise his adoration and 
worship of Lord Ram, as he believed in keeping such relationships as that exist 
betwixt a devotee and his revered Lord something personal and free from prying eyes 
of the world, as broadcasting such private emotions would undermine their depth and 
sincerity. A true devotee does not seek praise or adulation for his spiritual efforts; he 
wishes to keep it to himself, a private affair. 

We have read that the gods have been called ‘selfish’-—apropos: Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 110. So therefore, if Lord Shiva had joined their ranks to 
offer his prayers and thanks to Lord Ram, he would have fallen in the trap of aligning 
himself with these ‘selfish gods’. Hence, Shiva, being ‘wise and erudite’, thought it 
prudent to wait till the other gods had gone away before he would come to pay his 
personal respects to his beloved Lord Ram. This would also give Shiva an opportunity 
to develop immediate rapport with the Lord he worships, and at the same time Lord 
Ram too would be able to share a private moment with his devotee Shiva. 

Remember: There was a unique relationship between the two of them; Lord 
Ram too worshipped Shiva as much as Shiva worshipped the Lord. This is amply 
made clear by Lord Ram himself when he worshipped Shiva at the start of his 
campaign of Lanka. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 2 along 
with Chaupai line nos. 2-8 that precede it.} 

Hence, Lord Shiva wished to thank Lord Ram for this gracious gesture and 
declaration of the latter’s affection and respect for him by deciding to approach Lord 
Ram when the crowd of gods had gone away and the Lord would be alone. 
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*Lord Shiva is called ‘Tripurari’ for two primary reasons: One is that he had 
vanquished a demon named ‘Tripurasur’; and the second reason is it signifies that he 
is a vanquisher of all that is evil and sinful in ‘all the three divisions of the world, i.e. 
heaven, earth and the nether world, as well as its Lord’.] 


Bo, MARRA Capel Wah | Id AT ST GEN HL ATT Il g N 
Tle Fel aA Vest Wis | ae fattest ster At SAT N R M 
chanda. 


mamabhiraksaya raghukula nayaka. dhrta bara capa rucira kara sayaka. 1. 
moha maha ghana patala prabhanjana. sansaya bipina anala sura ranjana. 2. 


‘Oh the Chief of the Raghu Race (Lord Ram)! Holding an excellent bow and a 
shining arrow in your hands, please give me your protection, please save me. (1) 


For the sake of sweeping away huge banks of dark clouds representing the greatest of 
‘Moha’ (delusions; worldly attachments and temptations), you are veritably like a 
very strong force of wind. 

Similarly, for the sake of destroying and reducing to ashes a dense and wild 
forest representing ‘Sansaya’ (uncertainties, dilemmas), you are truly like a wild fire 
(before which no forest can survive). 

In all sooth and without gainsay, oh Lord, you are the one who grants joy and 
delight to all the Gods at once. (2) 


SRT OTA TA H at | Wa AA Wat Way fearene N 3 N 
TA Hl HS ST GAT ag PAT ST HA HTT N UI 


aguna saguna guna mandira sundara. bhrama tama prabala pratapa divakara. 
3. 
kama krodha mada gaja pancanana. basahu nirantara jana mana kanana. 4. 


You (Lord Ram) are both ‘Saguna’ as well as ‘Nirguna’. [That is, you have a 
transcendental, all-pervading, all-encompassing, omnipresent, most sublime and 
subtle existence as the Supreme Lord of creation and the cosmic Consciousness. As 
such, you exist both in the visible and the invisible form; you have no specific form 
with characteristic attributes because you are invisible, subtle and sublime, but at the 
same time when you reveal yourself in a visible form you assume them. ] 

You are an abode of (or an embodiment of) all the excellent and beautiful 
virtues, and hence you are beauty personified. 

For the purpose of eliminating the darkness (tama; uncertainties and 
consternations) represented by ‘Bhrama’ (having doubts and confusions arising out of 
ignorance, lack of true knowledge, and caused by delusions), you are like the glorious 
sun with its astounding brilliance (and powers to counter darkness effectively and 
effortlessly by its mere presence). (3) 
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Similarly, for the purpose of vanquishing powerful, strong and robust elephants 
symbolised by such vices as ‘Kaam’ (lust and passion), ‘Krodh’ (anger, wrathfulness) 
and ‘Mada’ (ego, arrogance, haughtiness), you are like a lion . 

Therefore, oh gracious Lord, please be kind to live perpetually in the forest 
represented by the Mana (mind and heart) of this devotee and servant of yours. (4) 


[Note—'The lion is so skilled that it can easily kill an elephant which is many times 
stronger, more muscular and bigger in size as compared to the former. Likewise, 
though these evil tendencies in a creature are very strong in themselves, but they don’t 
stand a chance when Lord Ram decides to remove them and stop them from 
tormenting his devotees. The negative qualities listed here have their seat in a 
person’s heart and mind. Hence, Lord Shiva requests Lord Ram to live in his Mana so 
that he is always free from the fear of Kaam, Krodh and Mada. ] 


Raa HAT UST HA TT | WaT TAT SAT UT HA N Y N 
UST STR Hat UT ST | ATT ANT TT FEAT Ut & N 


bisaya manoratha punja kanja bana. prabala tusara udara para mana. 5. 
bhava baridhi mandara paramam dara. baraya taraya sansrti dustara. 6. 


For the purpose of destroying a thick cluster of lotus flowers representing desires for 
sensual pleasures and the sense objects of comforts and pleasure in the material world, 
you are like the deep frost. [The frost is an enemy of the lotus. No matter how fine a 
garden may be of lotus flowers, but once there is frost the entire garden is ruined as all 
the lotuses die. ] 

Oh Lord, you are very magnanimous, gracious, broad-hearted and liberal in 
your temperament, by your natural habit. 

Verily, you have a transcendental existence that is beyond the reach and 
purview of the Mana (mind and heart); you cannot be comprehended or reached by 
the Mana. (5) 


For the sake of churning (or crossing over or overcoming the resistance) of the ocean 
like world of birth and death (the world of transmigration with its attendent sufferings 
and horrors), you are veritably like the great Mandrachal Mountain. [This mountain 
was used by the Gods and the Demons as a churning rod when they had churned the 
ancient ocean in search of Amrit, the elixir of eternity and bliss. Here it implies that if 
one wishes to attain this Amrit, one should seek the blessings and help of Lord Ram. ] 

Oh Lord! Please dispel our gravest of fears and consternations, and take us 
across the formidable and most terrible ocean represented by this world (of 
transmigration, of countless sorrows and fears, of insurmountable spiritual problems 
and moral hurdles, of irresistible temptations and sensual desires, of greed, malice, 
jealousy, hatred and selfishness, and so on and so forth, that all act like churning 
whirlpools and fierce crocodiles and ferocious sharks, ever ready to pounce upon us at 
the first chance, and from which it is well-neigh impossible for us to free ourselves 
and get across on by relying merely on our own strength). (6) 


aa ma mia fairest iets Sey anA AEAT N 9 1 
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et Teal Aled FAT | TAR WA TA AA ST BATS I 
qA wort ate tea Hea gaa wey are AAST tl g I 


syama gata rājīva bilocana. dīna bandhu pranatarati mōcana. 7. 
anuja janaki sahita nirantara. basahu rama nrpa mama ura antara. 8. 
muni ranjana mahi mandala mandana. tulasidāsa prabhu trāsa bikhandana. 9. 


Oh Lord who has a dark-complexioned body (Syama gata), and large, lotus-like eyes 
(rajiva bilōcana)! You are a friend of the poor, the meek and the humble (dina 
bandhu). You remove the fear of all those who take shelter with you from all their 
sorrows and miseries (pranatarati mOcana). 

Oh King Ram (rama nrpa)! Please reside always in my heart along with your 
younger brother (Laxman) and your divine consort Janaki (Sita). (8) 


Oh Lord! You give joy, happiness and delight to the exalted sages and hermits. 

You are an ornament of the entire earth’. You are the dear Lord of Tulsidas 
(tulasidasa prabhu)’, and the one who ruptures, destroys and reduces to pulp all 
sorts of fears and torments (trasa bikhandana).’ (9) 


[Note—'Just like the case of a person’s body being decorated by the jewels he or she 
wears, the earth is all the more fortunate that you had chosen to take a birth here and 
live on it, walk on its surface, perform so many deeds, and spread the message of 
Dharma propounded by the scriptures by setting the practical standards regarding the 
principles of righteousness, auspiciousness, nobility, ethics, probity and propriety by 
your own example and life. The earth has become all the more worthy, beautiful and 
glorious place to live because you decided to visit it, for otherwise, it would have 
been one of the so many other planets in the solar system on the one hand, and on the 
other hand it would be a place full of vices and sins, and dominated by demonic 
forces as the case was earlier when the demons, led by Ravana, had ruled over it. 


°The phrase “tulasidasa prabhu” used here can have two applications that would 
change the meaning of this last stanza. One is in the way as done herein above. The 
other would be as follows: “Tulsidas says that the Lord is the one who removes all the 
fears and consternations.” In this latter case, the last part of the hymn would be an 
observation made by Tulsidas instead of being a part of the prayer of Lord Shiva. It 
means that Tulsidas added his own comments here while narrating Shiva’s prayer in 
his book ‘Ram Charit Manas’. | 


ao. ma wate arama tists acter Ger 
Pury Ñ ssa SGA AUNT SAT VV II 

doha. 

natha jabahim kosalapurim ho'ihi tilaka tumhara. 

krpasindhu maim a'uba dékhana carita udara. 115. 


Lord Shiva concluded his prayers by saying: ‘Oh Lord, when you will be anointed as 
a King-Emperor of Ayodhya, I shall come then to witness the event and see your 
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deeds being done with magnanimity and a charitable disposition which would be on 
full display at that time.'’ (Doha no. 115) 


[Note—'This is obviously because when Lord Ram ascends the throne of the mighty 
and prosperous kingdom of Ayodhya, he would liberally give largesse and alms to 
one and all. Obviously again, the Lord would open his palms like a most charitable 
donor would normally do, for the Lord is exceptionally benevolent, and has a large, 
magnanimous and charitable heart. ] 


dio, ait fardt wa ay feet ida wy Frm) faster smi g ul 
ag ae fae me ye art | aa wag WY STATA Ut R M 
caupa’. 


kari binati jaba sambhu sidha'é. taba prabhu nikata bibhisanu a’é. 1. 
na'i carana siru kaha mrdu bani. binaya sunahu prabhu saramgapani. 2. 


After Lord Shiva (Sambhu) had offered his prayers and departed from the place, 
Vibhishan came to Lord Ram. (1) 


He bowed his head before the holy feet of the Lord and said in a pleasing voice: ‘Oh 
Lord who holds the Sarang Bow. Please listen to my humble request. (2) 


AH Meet WY West Area | ores Se Prayers fereareait N 3 N 
a aes a ofa art a oe por cathe ag N x i 


sakula sadala prabhu ravana maryo. pavana jasa tribhuvana bistaryo. 3. 
dina malina hina mati jati. mō para krpa kinhi bahu bhamiti. 4. 


Oh Lord, you have eliminated Ravana with his horde of demons, an act that helped to 
spread and establish your fame and glory in all the three divisions of the world (i.e. 
everywhere in this world). (3) 


I was especially blessed with grace and kindness by your highness in all possible 
ways, inspite of my being most meek, humble and lowly, as well as being devoid of 
any goodness and virtues, and of a low birth as I am born in the demon race. (4) 


a TA We Gta WY ast AS HST AT SE TST Y UI 
aha ata afar daar ag Hare alts HE WaT S N 

we fortes ater aie aaga 1 ats Atle Alsat steerage gT II 9 N 
Ord Tet Ag Aaa | aA AT Bt Aa ferarere Ul 2 N 


aba jana grha punita prabhu kijé. majjanu kari'a samara srama chijé. 5. 
dékhi kosa mandira sampada. déhu krpala kapinha kahum muda. 6. 
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saba bidhi natha mohi apanā'i'a. puni mohi sahita avadhapura jā'i'a. 7. 
sunata bacana mrdu dinadayala. sajala bha'é dvau nayana bisala. 8. 


Now oh Lord, please bless my household and consecrate it by paying a visit to it. 
Have a bath and refresh yourself a little, as I feel you must be tired after this grueling 
war. (5) 


Pay a visit to the treasury of our demon race; have a look at our homes and the rest of 
our properties. 

[To wit, I invite you to come and visit the city of Lanka to personally grace it 
now. You have been gracious enough to make me its king, but I feel something is 
missing as till now you have not once visited Lanka. Now that this city has a friendly 
king in my person, it will be in fitness of things that you come there as an honoured 
guest of mine. So please Lord, oblige me by your gracious presence in the city of 
Lanka even for a short while. This will give me excess of pleasure, and it will also 
enable the citizen to pay their respects to you as well.] 

After that, you can cheerfully (and without any bit of hesitation) give the 
monkeys (and bears) whatever you deem fit for them as a gift and reward for their 
effort and contribution. (6) 


Oh Lord, I pray thee to please accept me unconditionally as one who is your very 
own, in all possible and imaginable ways. After that, proceed to Ayodhya, taking me 
along with you.” (7) 


When Lord Ram heard these kind and gracious words of Vibhishan, he was very 
pleased; the Lord’s two wide eyes (which were like petals of the lotus flower) welled 
up with tears. (8) 


[Note—'Vibhishan wished to express his heartfelt gratitude to Lord Ram for not only 
extending his protection to him when his own brother Ravana was baying for his 
blood, but also making him the new king of Lanka. Usually it so happens that a 
conqueror appoints his own governor, which under normal circumstances Lord Ram 
could have easily done, and it was almost certain that the Lord would have chosen 
Sugriv, the king of the monkey race and the ruler of Kishkindha, for this role, because 
Sugriv’s crucial help had made it possible for Lord Ram to assemble the army which 
aided him in the war against Ravana and defeating the mighty demon forces. So to 
reward Sugriv with the governorship of Lanka, if not outright its kinghood, was a 
foregone conclusion. 

But Lord Ram desisted from doing it, and this refrain of the Lord of not 
appointing anyone else but Vibhishan as the new king of Lanka was not lost on the 
latter, and he recognized its significance. So therefore, Vibhishan wished to express 
his sincere thanks and highest gratitude to Lord Ram by inviting him to the city to 
grace it by his presence. 

And to express his thanks to Sugriv, Angad, Hanuman, Jamvant, Nala, Neela 
and other as senior commanders of the Lord’s army, as well as the rest of the 
monkeys and bears of the army who helped Lord Ram to win the war against Ravana, 
which in turn paved the way for Vibhishan being made the new king of the kingdom 
of Lanka, he requested Lord Ram to grant as much largesse as he wished to give as a 
reward to his friends in the monkey and bear army, from the rich treasury of Lanka. 
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This offer of Vibhishan also shows that the kingdom of the demons was so 
rich and prosperous that even after the ruinous war a handsome treasury still survived. 

And there is another significant point worth noting: it is that after the final 
victory in the war, there was no plundering and looting and mad rampaging of Lanka 
by the conquerors—such was the exemplary discipline of Lord Ram, and such were 
the high principles of noble conduct followed during those ancient times! All 
aggressiveness and hostility and bitterness ended as soon as the war ended. All were 
friends once again. 

Vibhishan even offered to accompany Lord Ram to Ayodhya so that their 
mutual friendship can be further cemented. Perhaps this paved the way for trade and 
military ties and cultural exchanges between the three mighty kingdoms of the time, 
i.e. Ayodhya in the north, Kishkindha in the south, and island of Lanka further down 
in the middle of the ocean. ] 


qo, ARA Te AN Va Ue TET UT UT | 
Utd ca lata ifs Aia Hea GA ATA kg (HI 
ATT TT ma pA BT rea aT 1 
gai aft at aay He Hear Prats ae eee (Ss) UU 
doha. 


tora kosa grha mora saba satya bacana sunu bhrata. 
bharata dasa sumirata mohi nimisa kalpa sama jata. 116 (a). 
tapasa bésa gata krsa japata nirantara mohi. 

dékhaurh bégi sō jatanu karu sakha nihora'um tohi. 116 (b). 


Lord Ram affectionately replied to Vibhishan: ‘Listen my dear brother (sunu 
bhrata)! I say truthfully that your treasury, your home and the rest of the things that 
you possess can be deemed to belong to me (because I regard you as my dear friend 
and brother: sakha, bhrata). 

But in the meanwhile, when I remember the (sad and miserable) condition of 
Bharat (my younger brother who lives in Ayodhya and grieves at my absence), even a 
fraction of a moment seems to be like an age for me. (Doha no. 116-a) 


He lives in a hermit’s attire; his body has become emaciated; and he constantly 
remembers me'. 

So therefore, my dear friend (sakha), I request you to make arrangements so 
that I can see him as soon as it is possible’. (Doha no. 116-b) 


[Note—'How did Lord Ram know the condition of Bharat? Well, it was Hanuman 
who gave a graphic description of how Bharat lived when he returned to Lord Ram 
with the herb sought for the treatment of wounded Laxman in the battle-field of 
Lanka. Hanuman had met Bharat on his way back from the northern mountains where 
he had gone searching for the herb. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Doha 
no. 55; (ii) Doha no. 58—to Doha no. 60.} 

And how did Bharat live? This question is answered in Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 324—1o Doha no. 326. 
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*Lord Ram deftly deflected Vibhishan’s request to visit the city of Lanka and bless his 
family and citizens. One reason which the Lord gives in avoiding going to the city 
within the fort was that time was running out for him as he must reach his own city 
Ayodhya expeditiously, because if he delays for even a day then his dear brother 
Bharat would end his life. It’s definitely true, because if the Lord had gone to the city 
then obviously there would be a grand royal ceremony and welcome formalities 
extended to him, which would consume precious time. Lord Ram wished to make 
haste to return, as is clear from his own words, and therefore expending time in things 
that could be avoided was a prudent way forward in the current exigency. 

Besides this reason, there was one other, and this second reason was cited by 
the Lord himself when he declined to attend the ceremony to crown Vibhishan on the 
throne of Lanka, and instead deputed his brother Laxman to represent him. The reason 
was this: that he had to keep the words of honour that he had given his father Dasrath, 
that he would live like a hermit for full 14 years in the forest, and a hermit is not 
supposed to visit a populated place, such as a city or a town or a village, especially to 
attend some ceremony or feast, or to be honoured and praised for some deed done. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 
106.} 

Earlier too, during Sugriv’s anointment on the throne of Kishkindha, Lord 
Ram declined to attend personally, and instead sent his younger brother Laxman to 
represent him. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 11.} 

At that time too the Lord had explained to Sugriv the reason for his inability to 
attend his coronation personally, because he was bound not to visit any city for 14 
years while he lived in the forest. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 12.} 

The third probable reason for Lord Ram avoiding to enter the city of Lanka 
was that he did not want a show around himself; he wished to avoid limelight and 
pomp and pageantry; he did not want that he be raised on a ceremonial pedestal at the 
head of a victory procession like a conquering general walking triumphantly to his 
vanquished subjects, the chances of which were ripe should he agree to visit the city 
of Lanka, as it was quite certain that Vibhishan would go out of his way, and bend 
over backwards, to shower praises and royal honours on the Lord as a gesture of his 
thanksgiving to him. Remember: Lord Ram was very modest and unpretentious; so it 
would be extremely embarrassing for him if this happened. 

And finally, it would be too embarrassing for Lord Ram, who was known for 
his virtues of upholding the laws of Dharma that deal with the principles of 
righteousness, probity and propriety, as well as for his gracefulness and equanimity, 
to enter a city the king of which he had just slayed and put his rival on the throne, as 
this unavoidable coincidence designed by Providence and a fiat of Fate had made 
Lord Ram highly uncomfortable with the development. It was certain that not 
everyone in the city of Lanka would appreciate Lord Ram’s actions, and though they 
had no choice but to keep their mouths shut under the changed situation, the Lord 
himself did not wish to offend them any more by visiting Lanka in a victory 
procession. ] 


aitd stafer ars sit fata a Uras T 
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XE HeU UC Way Te Ailes Garg AA ATS | 
qA Aa IT Uses Wet Ga Aa STE Vee CT) 


bitérh avadhi ja'um jaum ji'ata na pava'um bira. 

sumirata anuja priti prabhu puni puni pulaka sarira. 116 (c). 
karéhu kalpa bhari raju tumha mohi sumirehu mana mahim. 
puni mama dhama pa'ihahu jaham santa saba jahim. 116 (d). 


If I go there after the expiry of the term of my forest sojourn (which is exactly 14 
years) then it is certain that I won’t find that brave one alive’. 

Lord Ram’s body became thrilled with repeated waves of emotions which 
surged inside his heart when he remembered the exemplary level of affection his 
younger brother Bharat had for him. (Doha no. 116-c) 


Vibhishan, be blessed with a happy rule over your kingdom till the end of this Kalpa 
(one complete cycle of 4 eras known as Sata Yuga, Treta Yuga, Dwarpa Yuga and 
Kali Yuga), and always remember me. 

At the end of this period, you will go to my abode in the heaven where all 
saintly souls go.’ (Doha no. 116-d) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 313 along with 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it; and (ii) Uttar Kand, Doha no. 1 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it. 

How many days were left for this period of 14 years of forest living by Lord 
Ram to end? Answer: Only one day was left—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1. 

This is why Lord Ram was in a hurry to return to Ayodhya. 

And how did he manage to do it, to reach the far away Ayodhya within such a 
short span of time of one single day? Well, the Lord and his party reached Ayodhya in 
time as they rode the Pushpak Plane that Vibhishan inherited from Ravana. Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, (a) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 117; 
and Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 119; (b) Uttar Kand, Doha no. 4-a.] 


dio, Ad faster gat Wa a 1 ae We Ue HUTA SH N g 
ark Yel Teal Beart | Me Wey Ue WA fact ASMA I 2 N 
caupa’. 


sunata bibhisana bacana rama kē. harasi gahé pada krpadhama kē. 1. 
banara bhalu sakala harasané. gahi prabhu pada guna bimala bakhané. 2. 


Hearing such gracious words of Lord Ram, who was an embodiment of mercy and 
grace, Vibhishan felt exceedingly happy, and he fell down at the Lord’s feet and 
clasped them affectionately. (1) 


The monkeys and bears too felt very happy and exhilarated; they too fell down and 
clasped the feet of Lord Ram to express their joy, and to extol his glories and virtues. 


(2) 
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[Note—All those who heard Lord Ram explaining why he would not visit the city of 
Lanka were all praises for him; they felt so happy that the Lord was extremely 
gracious and modest and unpretentious that he would not like to be honoured and 
shown royal ceremony by visiting Lanka as a conquering general walking in a victory 
procession; that he was an upholder of the bond of brotherhood and recognized true 
worth of affection as was evident by his concern for Bharat, even though the latter 
was the apparent cause for the Lord’s long sufferings and tribulations in the forest, 
because Bharat’s mother Kaikeyi wanted that her son should become a king of 
Ayodhya instead of Lord Ram, and contrived a crooked means to have the Lord 
banished to the forest for 14 years so that Bharat could reinforce his grip over the 
affairs of the mighty kingdom during the Lord’s absence. But it was so singularly 
noble and glorious for Lord Ram not to pay heed to the intrigues of Kaikeyi, and 
instead see the truthfulness and depth of Bharat’s love for him. 

Verily indeed, forsooth and without gainsay, all those present at the time 
celebrated and rejoiced that they have at last found in Lord Ram a true Lord and 
Friend for themselves! ] 


agh fastest sem faerat var st ae Port ATA N 3 N 
a yer wy sit wear 1 efa at paf qa ara i ¥ UI 
ale faa Gt Ger fastest IT SIs TAR WS AT IG I 


bahuri bibhisana bhavana sidhayo. mani gana basana bimana bharayo. 3. 
lai puspaka prabhu agém rakha. hamsi kari krpasindhu taba bhasa. 4. 
cadhi bimana sunu sakha bibhisana. gagana ja'i barasahu pata bhusana. 5. 


After that (i.e. after expressing his joy and satisfaction by falling reverentially at the 
feet of Lord Ram and bowing before him), Vibhishan went to his palace. He got the 
air-plane (the Pushpak, which he had inherited from his brother Ravana), filled with 
precious gems and costly apparels. (3) 


He came with all these things and placed the Pushpak plane before Lord Ram (as a 
token of his tribute and gift for the Lord). 

Lord Ram, who was like an ocean of the virtues of kindness, grace, 
benevolence and magnanimity, politely laughed in an approving manner, and said --- 


(4) 


‘My friend Vibhishan, ride on this plane and go up in the sky, and from there shower 
upon the ground all the gifts in the way of clothes and ornaments that you have 
brought here.’ (5) 


TY Ut ws fase dat anA far a stat Garett & I 
Ws Wis A Mas Ais cleat LA ga Ate St HT eet o n 
Za Ug of ast Gea Lae Aiat Gur ARTN E N 
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nabha para ja'i bibhisana tabahi. barasi di'€ mani ambara sabahi. 6. 
jo'i jo'i mana bhava'i so'i lehim. mani mukha mēli dari kapi dehim. 7. 
hamsé ramu Sri anuja saméta. parama kautuki krpa nikéta. 8. 


As soon as Vibhishan heard Lord Ram’s instructions he went up into the sky aboard 
the plane, and from there he showered on the ground below every piece of gem and 
apparel that he had brought. (6) 


The monkeys and bears who had been watching everything with amusement, 
marvelled at this novel spectacle. They were filled with glee and merriment; they 
scrambled forward in joy and grabbed whatever they fancied for and could lay their 
hands on. 

The innocent monkeys thought that the gems were some kind of eatables, so 
they would first put the pieces of priceless stones, falling from the sky like so many 
fruits, into their mouths, but soon realizing that they weren’t what they thought them 
to be, they immediately spat the gems out! (7) 


It was a very entertaining scene which amused Lord Ram a lot. The Lord and his 
younger brother Laxman smiled (and cheered at the fascinated monkeys). 

Verily indeed, the maverick Lord was inclined to play innocent tricks and 
harmless games that would amuse everyone around’. (8) 


[Note—'It was a very charming sight indeed. But at the same time Lord Ram wished 
to send a subtle message to Vibhishan, and by extension to all of us. The Lord implied 
that what Vibhishan thought was so valuable and worthy, like the priceless gems, 
ornaments and clothes, was of no worth and consequence for others. To wit, what one 
person values, is of no value for another. 

When extended and applied to this material world, the hidden spiritual and 
metaphysical meaning is stunningly clear—that what attracts a worldly man, 
something for which he would go to any length to acquire and then endeavour to 
retain at all costs, is worthless and pointless for a person who has renunciation and 
dispassion in his heart! How wonderful and fantastic is this grand spiritual message 
that Lord Ram conveyed for posterity by employing such a jovial means. ] 


ao. AM AR ear a urate ata Aft He ad | 
pulse Ais His A Ht stich forte gg ( w) Il 
doha. 


muni jehi dhyana na pavahim neti néti kaha bēda. 
krpasindhu so'i kapinha sana karata anéka binoda. 117 (a). 


It is such a great wonder that the Lord who is difficult to attain even by exalted sages 
who do their best to focus their minds upon him, and who even the Vedas (primary 
scriptures) fail to comprehend when they say “not this, not this” (néti néti kaha 
béda)' in their attempt to explain who the Lord is and what are his visible forms— 
this same merciful and kind Supreme Lord Ram plays and jests with the humble 
monkeys and bears in order to entertain them and himself. (Doha no. 117-a) 
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[Note—'Neti-Neti = The phrase Neti-Neti literally means ‘not this-not this’ or ‘neither 
this nor that’. This is used as a standard by the Vedas to describe the concept of 
Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness. It first describes what is known as the supreme 
transcendental Brahm, and then goes on to negative each of these attributes of Brahm 
in order to establish the fact that Brahm is such a mysterious, enigmatic and esoteric 
divine Authority that it cannot be delineated or specified by any one or the other 
epithet used to describe it; Brahm cannot be butted and bounded within the limitations 
of words, for it transcends all knowledge and ways of expression. Brahm is an all- 
inclusive, all-encompassing and all-incorporating Divinity, so none of its grand 
attributes or virtues can be excluded or relegated to the background by emphasising 
one or more specific attributes or virtues as being more prominent or important or 
significant than the other. 

The Vedas, which are not only repositories of all knowledge pertaining to the 
field of spiritualism, metaphysics and theology, as well as secular, but also expertly 
expounded and narrated in immaculate grammar and language which gives them the 
ability to elucidate clearly and proficiently upon even the most complex and esoteric 
of concepts and philosophies pertaining to creation and its varied mysteries, as well as 
on the subject of metaphysics, theology and spiritualism, have however failed to 
describe the Supreme Being in entirety. So after countless attempts and many ways to 
try to present a comprehensive picture of the Lord and describe who he is, they finally 
surrendered by acknowledging their limitations in this regard by declaring “Neti- 
Neti”, meaning literally ‘not this-not this, or ‘it is neither this nor that’. To wit, the 
Vedas say that the many things they have proposed and expounded upon with respect 
to understanding the nature and form and character and qualities and virtues of the 
Supreme Being are all only a fraction of the Great Truth, but while they are correct 
and true within their limited sphere of meaning, yet they do not mean to be an 
exhaustive, exclusive and comprehensive narration of the nature of the Lord, for much 
is left to be said and known which is beyond our ability. 

Brahm is an entity that goes beyond the imagination of the mind. All 
descriptions, all narratives and all adjectives use words, and these words are totally 
incompetent, inapt and insufficient to describe something or some entity that goes far 
beyond the wildest of imaginations of the man. The phrase ‘Neti-Neti’ imply that it is 
not possible to either describe the attributes of qualities of Brahm conclusively or 
fully understand and comprehend Brahm in entirety by the use of words, because 
Brahm is an esoteric and mystical Being who cannot be limited to or be delineated by 
words that have their own limitations; the words cannot restrict an unrestricted entity 
within the parameter of their meanings, connotations and interpretations. So therefore, 
whatever is known and understood about Brahm with the use of words is just an idea 
of who or what Brahm is, and it should not be taken as comprehensive or exclusive 
definition or description of Brahm, for there are many other things or aspects of 
Brahm that these words do not cover. 

Now, this supreme Brahm is said to be manifested as the divine Atma or pure 
consciousness of the creature and lives as such not only in the creature’s bosom but 
everywhere else in this creation, both in the visible as well as the invisible spectrum, 
right from the minuscule to the most colossus. In the following verses this Brahm in 
the form of the Atma is being described by the process of negation, or ‘Neti Neti’, 
which is the standard adopted by the Vedas. This is a unique approach to say 
something authoritatively and conclusively about an entity to prove its authenticity 
and truthfulness by eliminating all possible individual ways in which it is usually 
perceived to be in existence to emphasise the point that the entity being described is 
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much beyond the limited scope and periphery of that particular description or 
adjective. Words cannot define Divinity and ethereal concepts. At the most each 
epithet or honour that is given to this divine entity deals with one or the other facet of 
that wholesome entity, but it is a very narrow view of something that needs a holistic 
and 360° approach to be fully understood. 

Besides this point, Brahm is an entity that defies conventional ways of 
understanding anything, ways which are the standard norm in analyzing a thing in an 
empirical and logical fashion in this world. There are certain aspects of life that 
cannot be contained in a glass vessel to be displayed to students in a laboratory of a 
college. These things cannot be explained in literal words; they cannot be physically 
demonstrated to prove that they are indeed a reality and not a figment of mere 
imagination. 

Brahm is one such mysterious, enigmatic and esoteric Supreme Being who is 
best understood by first eliminating all possible criterions normally employed to 
define and judge anything in this world because all the logics and arguments just 
aren’t sufficient and potent enough instruments to completely and wholesomely 
describe Brahm, and then realise the latter’s presence and existence by the best 
method to know him, and it is “experience and witnessing him first hand in this entire 
creation’. It is easy said than done. This is the miracle of ‘Advaita Vedanta’ which 
says in essence that everything in this creation is Brahm and nothing but Brahm. It 
appears on the face of it that this axiom implies that even ‘falsehood’ is Brahm. It is 
not the case, because anything that is ‘not truth’ is not Brahm, and falsehood is ‘non- 
truth’! 

The Vedas declared that they are incapable to enumerate all the majestic 
glories and mystical qualities of Brahm, the Supreme Being, and therefore what they 
say of the Lord is just indicative of his divinity and holiness, but not an exhaustive 
account of it. No one should be foolish enough to conclude that the words of praise 
for the Lord by the Vedas are complete in themselves because there is much more to 
the Lord than what the Vedas or any other scriptures manage to say about him. 

The scriptures tried their best to enumerate and define the glories, the 
greatness and the majesty of Brahm, but no matter how hard they tried they found that 
whatever they said was like just scratching on the surface of the Lord’s stupendity and 
profoundness. They discovered that their utterances were utterly insufficient to 
describe even a fraction of the Lord’s cosmic majesty and astounding glories. So they 
surrendered and concluded that all they managed to say of the Lord is not the entire 
truth about the Lord but only an indication of what the Lord actually is. 

Therefore, the phrase “Neti-Neti” means that all the glories that the Vedas 
narrate about the Lord are just indicative in nature of how great and majestic the Lord 
is, but they are not exhaustive in themselves, as much more is to be said of the Lord 
which even these Vedas do not know about. 

It would be highly mistaken for anyone to think that since the Vedas are 
repository of wisdom and knowledge hence their utterances about the Lord God are 
exhaustive in nature, for they fail to realise that the same Vedas have declared their 
limitations about the knowledge of the Lord by saying “Neti-Neti”. What the Vedas 
say of the Lord is like the tip of the iceberg, for much remains to be said and known 
about the Lord which the Vedas aren’t capable of. 

This process of establishing the greatness and magnificence of Brahm as a 
halloed Divinity which is not to be restricted to and bound in words has been very 
cleverly and marvellously described in Tejobindu Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda 
tradition, Cantos 4-5 and verse nos. 1-29 of Canto 6. This particular Upanishad is like 
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the crown-jewel in the crown of Advita Vedanta. Refer also to Brihad Aranyaka 
Upanishad of Shukla Yajur Veda tradition, 2/3/6, 4/2/4, 4/4/32. 

Some selected references of the concept of ‘Neti-Neti’ with reference to 
Braham are to be found in the following Upanishads—(a) Shukla Yajur Veda’s 
Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad, 2/3/6, 4/2/4, 4/4/32. (b) Krishna Yajur Veda’s Tejobindu 
Upanishad, Cantos 4-5, and verse nos. 1-29 of Canto 6; Varaaha Upanishad, Canto 2, 
verse no. 68. 

In the context of the concept of the phrase ‘Neti-Neti’, Goswami Tulsidas’ 
epic book “Ram Charit Manas” employs it to refer to Lord Ram who was a human 
manifestation of Brahm, the Supreme Being and the cosmic Consciousness: Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, (i) Doha no. 12; (ii) Chanda line nos. 1-4 that 
precede Doha no. 51; (iii) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 203; (iii) 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 216; (iv) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 341; (b) Ayodhya Kand, (v) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 93; 
(vi) Sortha no. 126; (c) Aranya Kand, (vii) Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 
27; (d) Kishkindha Kand, (viii) Chanda line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 10; (e) 
Lanka Kand, (ix) the present Doha no. 117-a; (f) Uttar Kand, (x) Chaupai line no. 2 
that precedes Doha no. 124; and (xi) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 216. 

As cited above, we read in Goswami Tulsidas’ epic book “Ram Charit Manas” 
that the divine form of Lord Ram, who is a personified form of the supreme Brahm, 
the Supreme Being known as the Parmatma, or the cosmic Consciousness in a 
personified form, is referred to as “Neti-neti” by the Vedas, because ‘on the one hand, 
the Lord is inseparable from what is known, and yet beyond what is known’ (Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Sortha no. 126). 

It simply and obviously mean that the Lord’s real form is so mystical and 
mysterious that it is impossible to limit it to any given definition or description. 
Hence, the Vedas use the term ‘Neti Neti —meaning that if a person uses an example 
from the known world and says ‘this is one of the forms of Lord Ram’, he would be 
correct, but at the same time it does not mean that anything he has not cited as an 
example is not a form of Lord Ram, or that even if the entire visible and known world 
is said to be one or the other forms of Lord Ram, then this does not mean that 
whatever is not visible or known is ‘not Ram’, for Lord Ram is even there where the 
mind and the intellect has not reached. 

Put simply, Neti-neti means that all the countless ways in which the scriptures 
have tried their best to describe or define the supreme Brahm, who represents cosmic 
Consciousness, are not the only way one can know about Brahm, for there are equal 
number of other countless ways in which Brahm can be known or understood, but the 
scriptures have not described or defined them. ] 


SAT AAT AT SMT A AT AS TT AAT | 
wa pur ate ote ate whe reaa Wa ee (GT) 


uma jOga japa dana tapa nana makha brata nema. 
rama krpa nahim karahim tasi jasi niskévala prema. 117 (b). 


[Lord Shiva tells his consort Uma who was listening to this wonderful Story—] 
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‘Oh Uma! Lord Ram does not show the extent of his full grace by trying to please him 
in the form of doing Japa (repetition of holy Mantras or spiritual formulas), Daan 
(making charity), Tapa (austerity and penance), and many other forms of spiritual 
practices such as Makha (fire sacrifices), Vrat and Nema (keeping a fast and 
observing various religious vows)—as much as he does by having purest form of 
affection and love for him.'’ (Doha no. 117-b) 


[Note—'Put simply, Lord Shiva advises the creatures of this world that the easiest 
way to Lord Ram’s heart is through the medium of love and affection for him. To this 
can be added the virtues of devotion, faith and trust, for all these virtues act together 
in helping a devotee to gain the Lord’s favour. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 136 and Chaupai 
line no. 1 that follows it, where the same idea is affirmed. 

Here we ought to note about the importance of simple gestures of love and 
affection as they are held more dear by Lord Ram in his heart than the finest recitals 
of the Vedas. We can cite examples from the Story of Ram Charit Manas itself to 
reiterate this fact. For instance, when the innocent people of the forest-dwelling tribes 
of Chitrakoot had paid their obeisance to Lord Ram in the simple ways they were 
accustomed to, and had shown excess of joy and pleasure in serving Lord Ram, Sita 
and Laxman for the brief period they stayed with them, the Lord had graciously 
reciprocated their kind gestures by showing them equal affection. The Lord had talked 
with them courteously; he had cheerfully accepted their humble offerings of food and 
hospitality, and blessed them. All this is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 135—to Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 337. 

Even prior to the Lord meeting these humble people and showing his grace 
upon them, we read that he had extended a similar grace upon the countless village 
folks and travellers whom he had met while on his way to the forest from Ayodhya. 
Lord Ram’s loving nature and gracious manners had overwhelmed each and everyone 
he met on the way so much that he left a trail of people who cherished their meeting 
with the Lord and enshrined him in their hearts for all times to come. Once again, all 
this is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 112—to Doha no. 122.] 


dio, Wey Hrs ve wet ure | Ufett RA aR a ST Mg I 
art frre tha wae ater vor oft sere aane N R N 
caupa’. 


bhalu kapinha pata bhusana pā'ē. pahiri pahiri raghupati pahim ā'ē. 1. 
nana jinasa dékhi saba kisa. puni puni hamsata kosaladhisa. 2. 


When the monkeys and bears got the sort of apparel they had fancied, they wore them 
and came to Lord Ram to show him how they looked in these new clothes. (1) 


Observing this funny spectacle, with so many monkeys and bears attired in a wide 
assortment of colourful clothes, some oddly fitting and others hanging loose on their 
bodies, Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal (Ayodhya) smiled and laughed at this 
fascinating sight as he was highly amused with it'. (2) 
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[Note—'Imagine the scene. Like so many children who had never worn fine clothes 
in their lives were suddenly given multitudes of colourful dresses to choose from and 
wear them to suit their fancy, and then these overjoyed innocent children would dance 
and hop with excess of joy at this marvelous opportunity as they put on whatever 
catches their fancy, after which they rush home to show their wonderstruck parents 
what they had got as gifts and how they looked in these fine new clothes, these 
humble monkeys and bears first adorned themselves as best as they could, though it 
was all awkward fittings for them, and then the whole group danced and sang its way 
to Lord Ram so that the overjoyed monkeys and bears could exhibit their newly 
acquired gifts to their beloved Lord, because for all of them Lord Ram was as dear 
and near as if he was their parent and loving friend. 

Indeed, what a wonderful and heart-touching scene it must have been, my dear 
readers, just close your eyes and imagine! For remember, soon they will part with 
their beloved Lord and Friend, Lord Sri Ram, for in a few moments time the time of 
departure for Ayodhya would arrive, and though Lord Ram took along with him the 
senior monkeys and bears, he obviously could not take such a huge army back to 
Ayodhya for the practical reason that there wasn’t sufficient space in the Pushpak 
plane to accommodate everyone. So in a way these were the moments of bidding 
farewell to all, and therefore it was all the more emotionally fulfilling for both the 
sides, the ever thankful Lord Ram on one side, and the equally thankful monkeys and 
bears on the other side. Lord Ram was thankful to them for their help in freeing Sita 
from the captivity of the demons, and the humble monkeys and bears were thankful to 
Lord Ram for showing such grace upon them and declaring them all as their friend 
without condition or distinction. 

So therefore, like overjoyed and excited children thronging their doting father 
when they are given some nice things as gifts by the latter, the enthusiastic and 
overjoyed monkeys and bears crowded around Lord Ram affectionately, each vying 
with the other to draw the Lord’s kind attention on himself. And sure enough, the 
gracious Lord Ram acknowledged them all by smiling at them and looking them with 
blessing in his glances. ] 


Faas Gare Ut HPS Sa | Stet Age TIT THTAT Ul 3 
Gat wet À cay art | fern faster He gA aT ux i 
Prat st We sta TS TS TeV YRR nfe Stag SA ATE GU 


cita'i sabanhi para kinhi daya. bole mrdula bacana raghuraya. 3. 
tumharém bala mairh ravanu māryō. tilaka bibhisana kaham puni sary6. 4. 
nija nija grha aba tumha saba jahu. sumirehu mohi darapahu jani kahu. 5 


The Lord looked at the assembled monkeys and bears in such a way that each 
individual thought that the Lord was looking at him and made an eye contact with 
him, and by this means the munificent Lord pleased and blessed them all with his kind 
grace and benevolence. 

Then Lord of the Raghus, i.e. Lord Ram, addressed the assembly with sweet 
words that were pleasant to hear. He said: --- (3) 
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‘I have succeeded in slaying Ravana by relying on your matchless abilities and 
strength, and after that I was able to anoint Vibhishan on the throne of Lanka as its 
new king. 

[To wit, I am very obliged to you, and I affirm that I owe all my achievements 
to you. Verily, it may be known that I can never forget you and the help you gave me 
when I needed it most. I have no sufficient words to properly express my thanks to 
you, for your selfless help and the kind of friendship that you all have extended to me. 
I will remember it all through my life, I promise. ] (4) 


Now, all of you go back to your respective homes, and remember me. Don’t be afraid 
of anyone or anything (because I will be always there to help you, in thick and thin, 
no matter what happens). (5) 


[Note—'The time of saying ‘good bye’ had arrived. It was a very poignant moment 
for both the sides, and surely everyone’s heart was heavy. The monkeys and bears, by 
this time, had developed such a close bond with Lord Ram, and he with them, that to 
part with each other was something they wouldn’t have liked to happen if it was 
avoidable. But it was not practically possible to do so. Yes, Lord Ram could have 
taken the whole army back to Ayodhya, but there was no space in the Pushpak plane 
to accommodate hundreds and thousands of monkeys and bears. At best, their senior 
commanders and chiefs could be taken along, which Lord Ram actually did. 

But the Lord promised them eternal bond of friendship and help. Ordinarily a 
king or a noble man would extend such privilege to those who are his equal in rank, 
but Lord Ram was such a magnanimous and kind Lord that he treated even the lowest 
in the rank of the army as his friend and companion, not distinguishing between any 
of them for their rank or title. Verily indeed, for Lord Ram the only eligibility that 
entitles one to receive his grace and blessings is having love, affection, devotion and 
faith in him, and the monkeys and bears, all of them without exception, qualified on 
this mark without a trace of doubt. 

It’s not written in any of the versions of the grand and magnificent Story of the 
Ramayana, but one can well imagine the emotional aspect of those moments when the 
time had come for departure of Lord Ram for Ayodhya, and his requesting the army 
of monkeys and bears to go back to their homeland. Everyone stood speechless, with 
tears in their eyes, with their throats chocked, with their hearts heavy as lead, with 
their legs as if paralyzed, with their bodies thrilled, and their lips quivering as if they 
were just about to burst out crying. 

But in this sad hour of parting, there was a silver lining to the gloomy cloud of 
separation: Lord Ram had promised every single individual monkey and bear of his 
friendship and affection for life; he has asked them not to forget him. But the latter 
request made by Lord Ram—that they must always remember him—was simply a 
formal one, for even if the Lord had not asked these humble monkeys and bears to do 
so, they would have nonetheless never ever had forgotten the Lord for the grace and 
kindness that they had got so much from him. They even owed their lives to Lord 
Ram—because the Lord had ensured that all the monkeys and bears who lay wounded 
or dead in the battle-field were brought back to life when he asked Indra to shower 
Amrit on all of them (apropos: Chaupai line nos. 1-2 and 5 that precede Doha no. 
114). 

The fact that the monkeys and bears would have liked to stay with Lord Ram 
for all times to come if that was at all feasible and practical, even if it meant to go to 
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far-away kingdom of Ayodhya, or to bring Lord Ram to Kishkindha itself, and that 
they were not much inclined to return home, will be evident in the following verses. ] 


Gd Tat pA GMAT 1 ST OTT Stet Ta TETN & 

WY Vis HEE Tete Ga AT e Slat Ta OPA Alar Ul 9 N 
da ait ata fore Gara GS Acie SH TIAMAT Ul 2 N 

QA Wey Set CT SH RT eH che TANA feet cee N S 
ha Ta 6a are Test 1 WH TT AS We SH FST I Qo N 


sunata bacana prémakula banara. jori pani bole saba sadara. 6. 

prabhu jo'i kahahu tumhahi saba soha. hamarem hota bacana suni moha. 7. 
dina jāni kapi ki'€ sanatha. tumha trailoka isa raghunatha. 8. 

suni prabhu bacana laja hama marahirh. masaka kahūnř khagapati hita 
karahim. 9. 

dekhi rāma rukha bānara richa. prēma magana nahim grha kai icha. 10. 


Hearing the words of Lord Ram, the monkeys (and bears) became agitated as they 
were overwhelmed with emotions of affection for the Lord. They joined their palms 
and replied most respectfully (and in a manner that clearly showed their love for the 
Lord) --- (6) 


‘Oh Lord! Whatever you say is well spoken and well becomes of you, but on our part 
we become mystified by them. (7) 


We are humble and lowly creatures, while oh Lord Raghubar, you are the great and 
exalted Lord of the whole world and its three divisions (heaven, earth and nether 
world). So it was out of your excess of grace, kindness and mercy that you chose to 
grant us the opportunity to serve you, thereby making us feel honoured and privileged 
to be able to do so. 

[So therefore, it is we who owe the greatest of thanks to you, and not you to 


us.] (8) 


Oh kind and gracious Lord! When we hear your kind words (praising us for our 
valour and the help we gave you which enabled you to slay Ravana and make 
Vibhishan the new king of Lanka), we all feel as if buried in shyness (for we don’t 
deserve such praise whatsoever). 

Say, can a humble and lowly mosquito ever be so great as to help the mighty 
king of birds? 

[To wit, oh Lord, we are simple and humble forest-dwelling beings, and you 
are a great Lord, the Supreme Being and the Lord of the world himself in a 
personified form. So just like a mosquito is in comparison to the mighty eagle, the 
king of the birds, there is no comparison between us and your exalted highness. So 
therefore, we feel humbled and shy when we hear you shower so much praise upon 
us. However, we are truly very grateful to you that inspite of being so high and 
exalted you still prefer to show honour to us and call us your friends. It is much more 
than we had ever expected in our lives, and for this gracious gesture of yours, we shall 


4515 


ever, forever indeed, remain indebted to you. Glory to our loving Lord! All hats off to 
our Lord and his loving nature! ]’ (9) 


Lord Ram could easily perceive that they were all overwhelmed with surging waves 
of emotions of love and affection for him, and consequently had no desire to go back 
home’. (10) 


[Note—'Refer to note appended to Chaupai line nos. 3-5 herein above. 

Lord Ram discerned that the whole army was not inclined to leave his 
company; they would rather have him accompany them to Kishkindha if it was at all 
feasible and possible. But for obvious reasons it could not be that way. Lord Ram had 
to return to Ayodhya, and he would not do anything that would look like he was 
trying to impose himself on any other kingdom or infringe on the right of its king. So 
therefore, either to think of living in Lanka or in Kishkindha was out of the question. 
It was all the more unthinkable for Lord Ram because back in Ayodhya, Bharat was 
eagerly waiting for his arrival, and if he did not return in time then Bharat would die. 
Besides this, the Lord had promised the citizens of Ayodhya that he would come to 
them as soon as the period of 14 years expired. The people of Ayodhya loved him no 
less than the monkeys and bears, and since he was the prince of that kingdom, it was 
obligatory upon him to take that into consideration the emotions and needs of his 
subjects first and foremost, for the kingdom of Ayodhya needed his presence urgently 
as its throne was lying vacant as compared to kingdoms of Kishkindha and Lanka, 
because both of them had their respective kings, Sugriv and Vibhishan, to look after 
their interests. 

So therefore, Lord Ram very politely, and with all the courteousness and 
civility he could muster, prevailed upon the monkeys and bears to return to their 
homelands, although both Lord Ram and the monkeys and bears felt very sad and 
sorry at this parting. | 


ao. Wy Uta aft ae aa TH wT ST Ua 
ery faure uka act fara fafaa fafer afi eee (aH) 
doha. 


prabhu prērita kapi bhalu saba rama rupa ura rakhi. 
harasa bisada sahita calé binaya bibidha bidhi bhasi. 118 (a). 


Inspired by Lord Ram and in deference to his wishes (as the monkeys and bears were 
unable to disobey him and refuse to honour his commands), all the monkeys and bears 
enshrined the divine form (image) of Lord Ram inside their hearts (as one consecrates 
a deity in the sanctum of a shrine), and overwhelmed with grief and sadness (at 
parting with the Lord) on the one hand, and joy and happiness (at being able to serve 
the Lord and having had the privilege to be able to call the Lord as their everlasting 
friend and Lord) on the other hand, they offered their emotional prayers and heart-felt 
obeisance to the Lord in various ways (each one pouring out his heart in the best 
language and way he could do), and then started off on their journey back home’. 
(Doha no. 118-a) 
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[Note—'In this context we can recall Lord Ram’s meeting with the villagers and 
travelers he met on the way to the forest, as well as the tribal people who came to 
meet him when he decided to stay in Chitrakoot. A very similar set of emotions are 
discovered there too. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Doha no. 108— 
to Doha no. 122; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 135—to Chaupai 
line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 137.}] 


aia sitet ioa ste Act STAM | 

aed Ania stax St Gam aft ATT N g (GZ) IU 
cafe a ents ae WA oe at aft cet R 

qqa Fada wa wt ert Frere Frame gee (CT) 


kapipati nila richapati angada nala hanumana. 

sahita bibhisana apara jé juthapa kapi balavana. 118 (b). 

kahi na sakahim kachu préma basa bhari bhari locana bari. 
sanmukha citavahim rama tana nayana nimésa nivari. 118 (c). 


Sugriv, the lord of the monkeys, Nila, Jamvant, the lord of the bears, Angad (the 
prince of the monkeys), Nala, Hanuman, along with Vibhishan and other senior 
commanders of both the armies (i.e. the monkey army of Sugriv, as well as the demon 
army that supported Vibhishan) who were strong and mighty warriors in their own 
rights, --- (Doha no. 118-b) 


--- All of them stood speechless with tears in their eyes as they were so overwhelmed 
with emotions that words failed them and they did not know how to react. They stood 
motionless before Lord Ram with their prayerful eyes fixed on the Lord’. (Doha no. 
118-c) 


[Note—'These noblemen of both the sides, the monkeys and bears on one side, and 
the demons on the other side, did not know what to say or do; they were in a fix as 
they would not like to disobey the Lord who commanded everyone to return home, 
while at the same time they had a great desire to accompany the Lord to his kingdom 
and witness his ascension to the throne, as well as to forge a deeper and stronger 
formal bond of friendship that is usually made between great kings, a bond that would 
bear a stamp of authority and create eternal ties between their great kingdoms in a 
formal way. 

They had all heard of the famed glories and the greatness of the kingdom of 
Ayodhya, and hence had a sincere wish to visit it. 

Lord Ram observed them and knew intuitively what was in their minds. The 
gracious Lord did not wish to dishonour or neglect their wishes, especially when it 
was So sincere and came from selfless friends who had staked everything they had to 
serve the Lord and his cause. Lord Ram remembered that Vibhishan had already 
expressed his desire to go to Ayodhya—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 116. 

So therefore, Lord Ram agreed to take them all along with him to Ayodhya. ] 
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dio, siftea tifa eRe teas i cite Genet fort GETS Il g i 
TH ag fag ae fre aati sar fefate faa aera i R N 


caupal. 


atisaya priti dēkhi raghura’. linhé sakala bimana carhā'i. 1. 
mana mahum bipra carana siru nayo. uttara disihi bimana calay6. 2. 


Lord Ram (raghura'’l), perceiving that all of them were overwhelmed with affection 
for him (and would like to accompany him back home to Ayodhya to witness his 
happy union with his subjects and appointment as the sovereign of the kingdom), he 
gave his consent and welcomed them all aboard the plane’. (1) 


Then the Lord mentally bowed his head at the feet of Vipras (elderly Brahmins) and 
ordered the plane to fly in northward direction’. (2) 


[Note—'This plane, the Pushpak, was placed at Lord Ram’s disposal by Vibhishan— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
117. 


*One thing is to be noted here, and it is that this Pushpak plane was not an ordinary 
aircraft. It had two unique features—one, that it could be remote controlled; even a 
voice command could help to steer it, and two, that it could expand its capacity to 
accommodate passengers, though of course within certain limits. For example, it 
could grow large enough to, say, accommodate senior commanders of the two armies 
who were asked by Lord Ram to come aboard, but it would be practically impossible 
to adjust the whole army of monkeys and bears numbering into hundreds of 
thousands, for had it been possible then it is quite sure Lord Ram would have obliged 
all of them by taking them all to Ayodhya like he did with these few selected senior 
commanders. | 


eld FHT HIME Sls | AAT TIA Hes AT chis tl 3 Ul 
Riema sift Sat HAST | sit GAA WY AS AT ATH ¥ I 
ma TY Sheet STA Ae BAT Sy aT STATA LG 


calata bimana kolahala ho’. jaya raghubira kaha'i sabu ko’. 3. 
simhasana ati ucca mandhara. Sri saméta prabhu baithé ta para. 4. 
rajata ramu sahita bhamini. mēru srħga janu ghana damini. 5. 


No sooner had the plane become airborne and headed northwards to Ayodhya, than 
there was a spontaneous expression of joy and exhilaration from all those on board 
who cheered and applauded loudly in chorus. They exclaimed thunderously: ‘Glory to 
Lord Ram; Hail the Lord of the Raghus; Long live the Lord.’ (3) 


There was a raised platform on this plane in the form of a magnificent throne, and 
Lord Ram sat on it with his consort Sita by his side. (4) 
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Lord Ram looked most adorable and majestic as he sat on this wonderful throne; it 
was like the beautiful scene of dark clouds with streaks of lightening lighting them up 
as they crowned the summit and hovered on the top of the wonderful Sumeru 
mountain’. (5) 


[Note—'Here in this imagery, Lord Ram’s dark-complexioned body is compared to 
the dark clouds; the lightening represents Sita as she is fair complexioned; and the 
summit of Mt. Sumeru is symbolized by the magnificent throne on Pushpak plane as 
the throne is high and distinguished. ] 


far fort aes atta strat I Aet Gast af Bea ATG N 
We Uae aie fafa gant Var art at Pret ATT i 9 n 
WA alle Gat aE UAT aT Weer Pret AA STAT Uo N 


rucira bimana calé'u ati atura. kinhi sumana brsti harasé sura. 6. 
parama sukhada cali tribidha bayari. sagara sara sari nirmala bari. 7. 
saguna hohim sundara cahum pasa. mana prasanna nirmala nabha asa. 8. 


The magnificent plane moved with speed across the sky even as the exhilarated gods 
showered an abundance of flowers on it. (6) 


A very pleasant breeze blew; it had all the three qualities that are known to grant 
pleasantness to wind’, 

The ocean, the rivers and the lakes—all seemed to be filled with crystal clear 
and sweet water. (7) 


All sorts of auspicious signs were visible in all the four directions. Everyone’s mind 
and heart were filled with joy and happiness. The firmament and the directions— 
everywhere it seemed to be clear and bright’. (8) 


[Note—'The three qualities that make the air pleasant are the following: it should be 
cool, it should be fragrant, and it should be blowing softly. 


?To wit, it was a bright sunny day. The sky and the air were clear; one could see 
distinctly in the far away horizon. There was a soft, cool and fragrant breeze wafting 
across the land and caressing all aboard the plane. From high up in the sky where the 
Pushpak cruised, all water bodies down below on the earth looked clear and calm. 
And taken all in all, every thing seemed to have acquired an auspicious hue. | 


HE TIS Sg Tt Ola | asa set Get Sasa NSU 
STAM sia ch A TT Ae Ue Aara Y N Go N 


HUH WH Bt Us | set Sa A AM gaa ll Ve 


kaha raghubira dékhu rana sita. lachimana iham haty6 imdrajita. 9. 
hanumana angada kē maré. rana mahi paré nisacara bhare. 10. 
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kumbhakarana ravana dvau bhā'. iham haté sura muni dukhada’. 11. 


[Meanwhile, Lord Ram pointed out to Sita some of the landmarks down on the 
ground below as the plane lifted and became airborne on its way to Ayodhya. ] 


‘Look Sita’, said Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram) as he pointed out to her the different 
places of importance down below on the ground, ‘This is the place where Laxman had 
slayed Indrajeet (Meghand)'. (9) 


This below is the place where the two brothers Kumbhakaran’ and Ravana’, who had 
been tormentors of pious sages, were eliminated. (10) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 76 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 14-16 that precede it. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
70—to Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 71. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 102—to Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 103.] 


ao, gei Ag ateal ste amas fea Ge aT 
ter ated paras H HS WATT g (CH) I 
We We paR aA abs aT ANTT | 
Tact cae arts He Gare oH ATTN 288 (C) 
dona. 


ihānř sētu bamdhyorm aru thapé'um siva sukha dhama. 
sita sahita krpanidhi sambhuhi kinha pranama. 119 (a). 
jaham jahanř krpasindhu bana kinha basa bisrama. 

sakala dekha’é janakihi kahe sabanhi kē nama. 119 (b). 


‘This is the site where I had got the bridge constructed to tame the ocean’ and here 
below is where I consecrated Lord Shiva’s image and worshipped him’.’ 

Seeing Lord Shiva’s holy Icon below, Lord Ram, who was like a treasury of 
the virtues of mercy, grace and kindness (krpanidhi), bowed his head along with Sita 
to pay his respects to Lord Shiva. (Doha no. 119-a) 


As the plane crossed the ocean and moved northwards across the mainland, Lord Ram 
pointed to Sita and told her the names of all the different places he had visited and 
abided for some time during his long journey southwards from Panchavati from where 
she was abducted by Ravana’. (Doha no. 119-b) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 1 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 1-2 that follow it. 
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Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precede Doha no. 
Di 


*To wit, Lord Ram was retracing his steps as he pointed out to Sita all the places he 
had visited and stayed while searching for her. 

First came to sight the city and the kingdom of Kishkindha, and the 
Prabarshan hill where he stayed for four months during the rainy season before the 
campaign to find Sita was launched. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 6-10 that precede Doha no. 12. 

Next came into view Mt. Rishyamook where Lord Ram had met Hanuman and 
Sugriv for the first time. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line 
no. | that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 44. 

Now, as the plane cruised over Kishkindha, passing over the capital city, over 
the nearby Mt. Prabarshan and Mt. Rishyamook, Lord Ram’s monkey and bear 
friends erupted in joy. Lord Ram ordered the plane to slow down and descend in 
height so that Sugriv, Jamvant, Angad, Hanuman, Nala, Neela etc. could have a bird’s 
eye view of their homeland, the landscape of which looked so grand and majestic 
from the sky, what with its natural beauty and charming range of undulating hills and 
deep valleys, verdant forests and green meadows, crystal clear brooks and streams, 
and all other bounties of Mother Nature that this place was abundantly graced with. 
As the plane hovered overhead, the citizens of Kishkindha rushed out to marvel at this 
spectacle, whereat Sugriv and the rest waved at them enthusiastically from the sky 
while those on the ground cheered back in approval. It is quite possible that Sugriv 
and Angad and the rest of the monkey chieftains must have dropped some kind of 
message from the plane for their subjects standing on the ground below, telling them 
that everything was fine, that they are going to Ayodhya to join the celebrations 
marking Lord Ram’s appointment as the king of that great kingdom, and that their 
kith and kin who had gone to Lanka as part of the mighty army are all on their way 
back, and will arrive very soon. 

Sita too joined in these moments of joy and happiness as she remembered that 
it was at Rishyamook that she had seen some monkeys sitting on its summit, and that 
she had dropped some part of her torn clothes and ornaments to them from the chariot 
in which Ravana was taking her away to Lanka, so that should Lord Ram come that 
way these monkeys would show these things to the Lord, which in turn would 
convince the Lord that she was indeed taken in this direction. Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, (i) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 25 that precedes Doha no. 29; and 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precede Doha no. 5. 

After a brief pause over Kishkindha, the plane moved ahead northwards to 
reach the place where Lord Ram had met and given a brief discourse to sage Narad 
near a pleasant lake. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 41—to Chanda line nos. 1-4 precede Doha no. 46. 

Then, after passing over the pleasant forest north of this lake, the plane came 
to the place where Lord Ram had blessed Sabari. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 34—to Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 37. 

Further north came the place where Lord Ram had met the wounded vulture 
king Jatau and provided him with deliverance. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 18 that precedes Doha no. 30—to Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 33. 
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And finally, the plane reached the sky above Panchavati, the hermitage from 
where Sita was abducted by Ravana. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, (i) 
Doha no. 13; (ii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 27—to Doha no. 28.] 


do. qa fart cet aie start igh TA He UT YETT UI 8 M 
Haste APM AT | TT AS Gh STAT Ut 2 N 


caupa’. 


turata bimana tahānř cali ava. dandaka bana jahanř parama suhava. 1. 
kumbhajadi muninayaka nana. ga'é ramu saba kém asthana. 2. 


The plane soon arrived over the pleasant Dandak forest’. (1) 


Lord Ram visited the hermitages of the many sages who lived here, such as sage 
Kumbhaj (sage Agastya) and others”. (2) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 16 that precedes 
Doha no. 13—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 14. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-11 that precede Doha 
no. 12. 

Besides sage Agastya, Lord Ram had met many other sages, such as Atri*1, 
Sarbhanga*2 and Sutikshan*3, during his outward journey to the forest, and so it was 
natural that during this visit when he was returning to Ayodhya he must have paid a 
visit to all these sages to seek their blessings. 

{*1Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 3. 

*2Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 7. 

*3Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 10 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 1-24 that precede it. } 


One important thing that is to be noted here is that the Pushapk plane had landed on 
the ground, for otherwise it was not possible for Lord Ram to visit the hermitages of 
these sages. 

Another point is that it must have been brief visits, as Lord Ram had but little 
time left in his hands to reach Ayodhya as he has himself told Vibhishan about it a 
little while earlier—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 116.] 


Tact hires at urs steer | Farrage sie SAET I 3 UI 
we ait Pre cht dare | aren fears cet a SST ¥ 


sakala risinha sana pā'i asisa. citrakuta ā'ē jagadisa. 3. 
taham kari muninha kéra santOsa. cala bimanu taham tē cokha. 4. 
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After receiving blessings and permission from all the sages, the Lord of the world 
(“jagadisa”; Lord Ram) arrived at Chitrakoot'. (3) 


After the Lord met and provided satisfaction to the sages and hermits living there’, the 
plane began it’s onwards journey from there. (4) 


[Note—Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 132—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 134. 

It was at Chitrakoot that Bharat had come to try and take Lord Ram back to 
Ayodhya. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 239—to Doha no. 319.} 

It naturally follows that the sight of Chitrakoot filled Lord Ram’s heart with 
sadness as he recalled those days when Bharat had come there to take him back to 
Ayodhya. It made him more eager to reach Ayodhya as soon as it was possible. 

This is the reason why Lord Ram did not make a stopover at Chitrakoot, as he 
had done earlier at the Dandak forest where he met sage Agastya etc. (refer: Chaupai 
line nos. 1-2 herein above), to meet the sages living there, such as sage Atri and his 
wife Anasuiya, but preferred to continue on his journey to Ayodhya. This is also the 
main reason why the Lord did not stop at sage Valmiki’s hermitage beyond 
Chitrakoot, nor at sage Bharadwaj’s hermitage at Prayag, but merely bowed his head, 
and made Sita and others to bow theirs too, from the sky as they beheld the two holy 
rivers Yamuna and Ganges at Triveni, while continuing with the onwards journey to 
Ayodhya, without stopping the plane or reducing its speed. 


“Amongst the great sages who lived in the neighbourhood of Chitrakoot was the 
prominent sage Atri. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7- 
8 that precede Doha no. 132.} 

When Lord Ram established his modest hut there to tarry a while before 
moving ahead on his journey to the deeper parts of the forest, and onwards to Lanka, 
all the sages, hermits and ascetics who abided in Chitrakoot to do Tapa (penances and 
other spiritual practices) had come to visit the Lord and pay their obeisance to him. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 134 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 5-8 that precede it.} 


agh wa stents care | stat cafet Het BA Gers UG N 
yA Sat GET TATA TA Heal WAT HS AAT Ul & N 


bahuri rama janakihi dēkhā'ī. jamuna kali mala harani suha’. 5. 
puni dékhi surasari punita. rama kaha pranama karu sita. 6. 


After that, Lord Ram showed Janki (Sita; the daughter of king Janak), the holy river 
Jamuna', which has the mystical ability to wash away all sorts of impurities 
associated with the age of Kaliyug (the present era of the four-era cycle of creation 
and destruction). (5) 


Soon they saw the purifying holy river of the gods, known as Ganges’. When this 
river came into view, Lord Ram asked Sita to bow her head to it to pay her obeisance 
to the holy river. (6) 
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[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 322. 

When Bharat was going back to Ayodhya from Chitrakoot, this was the exact 
sequence of rivers that he had crossed. First he crossed Jamuna, and then Ganges. The 
confluence of these two great rivers and a third one known as Saraswati is a great 
place for pilgrimage, and it is known as Triveni as well as Prayag. Sage Bharadwaj 
lived nearby. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
S22: 

So, the plane also passed over river Yamuna first, and Ganges next. To wit, 
the plane was now over Triveni—as we shall read in the next two verses. | 


daR oF ee warn | fread wr Afè Stet SIT I I 
ag wea Urata uf at | echt a aft cites Fer Uc N 
Uf tq aag aft ma | Afaa ara va Tet aaaf N S M 


tirathapati puni dékhu prayaga. nirakhata janma koti agha bhaga. 7. 
dekhu parama pavani puni beni. harani soka hari loka nisént. 8. 
puni dékhu avadhapuri ati pavani. tribidha tapa bhava roga nasavani. 9. 


[Lord Ram told Sita—] Now look at Prayag which is called a ‘king of holy places 
(tirathapati)’. It is so holy that by merely looking at it all the sins and spiritual faults 
of a creature that has been accumulated over countless previous births simply run 
away’. (7) 


Look ahead; there you can see the confluence of the three holy rivers (Ganges, 
Yamuna and Saraswati) that is renowned as ‘Triveni’. It can eliminate and dispel all 
worldly sorrows and grief; it is also like a ladder that can transport a creature to 
heaven’. (8) 


Again, see there—you can behold the pleasant and sacred city of Ayodhya. It is able 
to eliminate the three types of agonies that torment a living being, as well as the pain 
and misery associated with the gross world of transmigration that the creature suffers 
from.” (9) 


[Note—'Prayag is honoured by the epithet ‘King of all holy places’ because it can 
eliminate all spiritual faults of a creature, not only of the present birth but of many 
previous births combined. 


*These repeated honours and laurels for this broad geographical area known Prayag, 
that consists of the confluence of the three great rivers and its adjoining areas where 
sages and hermit had their hermitages, is because it is regarded as a very holy place in 
Hinduism. Verse nos. 5-8 are devoted to this holy place. 
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Sage Bharadwaj had his hermitage here. Now the question is: Did Lord Ram 
visit the sage to pay his respects to the latter? Yes, he did; we shall read about it soon 
in Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 121 herein below. 

No mention is made in the Text regarding sage Valmiki’s hermitage which lay 
between sage Bharadwaj’s place in Prayag and Chitrakoot. Lord Ram, Sita and 
Laxman had visited the sage during their outward journey into the depth of the forest, 
and it was on Valmiki’s advice that the Lord stayed in Chitrakoot. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 124—to Doha no. 
132.} 

So it apparently looks like the Pushpak plane had skirted sage Valmiki’s 
hermitage while on its way to Ayodhya; it is probably because it was situated at a 
location that was little way off from the straight-line aerial path that the plane was 
ordered to take to Ayodhya to save time. 


`The three types of agonies are: ‘Daihik’—that associated with the creature’s own 
body; ‘Daivik’—that associated with unfavourable Gods and Nature; and ‘Bhautik’— 
that associated with the physical world outside. 

Freedom from the cycle of birth and death, with torments and miseries 
associated with the latter, is obtained by the positive spiritual effects of the sacred city 
of Ayodhya by the virtue of its being the place where Lord Ram, a manifestation of 
Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, took birth and lived. ] 


ao, Ghat alga staat He bs Harel WTA 
Peet TET A yafaa Ott Ut Saher WA Ngo GH ) I 
doha. 


sita sahita avadha kahun kinha krpala pranama. 
sajala nayana tana pulakita puni puni harasita rama.120(a). 


As soon as the holy city of Ayodhya hoved into view, the merciful Lord Ram, along 
with Sita (and of course with Laxman and others who were accompanying him aboard 
the plane) bowed his head to this city. 

The sight of Ayodhya overwhelmed Lord Ram so much so that his eyes 
welled up with tears and his body was repeatedly thrilled with a waves of affectionate 
emotions (as he remembered the past days and the love and affection that was 
bestowed upon him by every single resident of the city)'. (Doha no. 120-a) 


[Note—'Lord Ram was overcome with nostalgia; he remembered his childhood days, 
his friends, his loving subjects who loved him so immensely that when he was leaving 
the city for the forest, the entire city had followed him on foot, vowing not to leave 
him and accompanying him to wherever he goes, declaring that they have nothing to 
do with a city, no matter how prosperous and comfortable it may have been, when 
their beloved Lord has decided to leave it behind. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 81—to Doha no. 86.} 

It ought to be noted here that Lord Ram had bowed his head to Ayodhya even at the 
time when he was leaving the city for the forest (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 83). 
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Another point to note here is that it is mentioned everywhere that ‘Lord Ram 
bowed at this place and that place himself and asked Sita to do as well’, but no 
mention is made of others, such as his own brother Laxman, as well as his honoured 
guests who were on the plane. The answer is this: In Hinduism, a person is expected 
to perform all sacred deeds and rites with his wife if she happens to be with him on 
the occasion. In our case, Sita was with Lord Ram, and so it was obligatory for him to 
follow this rule. It does not mean that others did not accompany the Lord to bow their 
heads to Ayodhya here, or to the holy rivers Yamuna and Ganges earlier at Triveni, or 
to the various sages the Lord had stopped his plane to meet and pay his obeisance to. 

From a practical point of view, many things are understood by application of 
one’s common sense, and it should not be expected from anyone, no matter how 
erudite and detailed a chronicler is, to list every person’s name attending an event in 
his narration of it.] 


yA wy ong Bert afta nag abs | 
mAs aed fore He ar fafa fater dre 220 (T) 


puni prabhu a’i tribenim harasita majjanu kinha. 
kapinha sahita bipranha kahum dana bibidha bidhi dinha. 120 (b). 


The Lord once again returned to Triveni (the confluence of rivers Yamuna, Ganges 
and Saraswati, at Prayag). He descended and took a bath at the place where the three 
rives meet. 

Lord Ram, along with his Kapi friends (the monkeys and bears), made 
charities here and gave donations to Brahmins in various ways (as ordained by 
religious scriptures)'. (Doha no. 120-b) 


[Note—'An interesting question arises here: From where, and how, did Lord Ram and 
his companions made charities and manage to give donations to the Brahmins when 
apparently they had no wealth with them at that time, as they were coming directly 
from Lanka aboard a plane that too belonged to the kingdom of Lanka? 

The answer is this: We have already read that Vibhishan had filled his 
Pushpak plane with priceless jewels and clothes and placed them before Lord Ram as 
a tribute to him, whereat the Lord had asked Vibhishan to go up in the sky and shower 
these things on the army so that the monkeys and bears could pick up what they 
fancied. So this is how the great monkey and bear commanders aboard the plane had 
access to some valuables that they would not donate to the Brahmins as expected from 
them. 

As for Lord Ram, in all probability he made a promise to the alms seekers and 
the Brahmins at that time, that as soon as he is crowned on the throne of Ayodhya he 
would send them all that he has promised to them now. Well, everyone recognized the 
Lord, and surely they were willing to bless the Lord as profusely as if they had 
actually received their desired gifts. They all knew that Lord Ram had nothing with 
him then, and they could see that he was still attired like a hermit. 

And as for Sita, we have already noted earlier, at the time of her ‘fire test’, that 
though Vibhishan had erred in adoring her with jewels and royal robes as a mark of 
respect, yet Lord Ram had made her shun all these things as they, Lord Ram as well 
as Sita, were still expected to live and attire as forest dwellers. And we have also 
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noted that this was a primary reason which had made Lord Ram very angry at Sita. So 
therefore, she too didn’t have anything with her to donate to these alms seekers. | 


dio, WY ea het Asis | at aS WA Ba Als I g Ul 
Wales HAA SAM GATE | SATA À TS Alot Tg N R N 


caupa’. 


prabhu hanumantahi kaha bujha’. dhari batu rupa avadhapura ja’. 1. 
bharatahi kusala hamari suna'éhu. samacara lai tumha cali ā'ēhu. 2. 


Lord Ram called Hanuman and advised him as follows: ‘Assume the form of a young 
Brahmin student (batu)' and go to the city of Ayodhya. (1) 


Tell Bharat about our well-being, and come back to me with the news that you collect 
there.’ (2) 


[Note—'Lord Ram chose Hanuman for this work because of the following primary 
reasons: 

One, the Lord knew that Hanuman could assume any form that he wished, 
especially as a Brahmin, because he had first met the Lord at the foot of Mt. 
Rishyamook in this form when Sugriv asked him to go and meet the Lord to find out 
who he was—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4 and 
6 that precede Doha no. 1. 

It was necessary to be disguised as a Brahmin, especially a young Brahmin 
student, as this form is shown respect by everyone, and it would therefore help 
Hanuman to have easy access to Ayodhya and meet Bharat to convey the Lord’s 
message to him without arousing any alarm or suspicion in the mind of the guards 
who were appointed to secure the hermitage where Bharat abided in Nandigram on 
the outskirts of Ayodhya. 

Two, Hanuman was able to cruise in the sky very swiftly as was proved on 
two prominent occasions earlier—once was when he had gone to the northern 
mountains to bring the herb needed to revive Laxman, and on another occasion when 
he had sailed over the mighty ocean to reach Lanka in search of Sita. Lord Ram 
needed someone who would silently and unnoticed sail through the sky very swiftly, 
and return back as swiftly after meeting Bharat and conveying the good news of the 
Lord’s return from the forest. 

Three, Lord Ram knew that Hanuman was highly intelligent and able to 
handle unexpected developments. The Lord wanted to find out if he was actually 
welcomed back in Ayodhya, of how Bharat would receive this news of his arrival—as 
is apparent in verse no. 2. Hanuman was clever enough to handle any difficult 
situation should it arise, and also wise enough to maneuver himself out of a sticky 
situation in case it unfortunately turned out that way. He was able in every respect— 
bodily he was strong and agile, mentally he was intelligent and wise, emotionally he 
was stable, was very polite and courteous in his mannerism, was basically warm at 
heart yet cold if dealing with a hostile correspondent, and in every way well qualified 
to be an excellent ambassador for his Lord. 
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Four, Hanuman had already met Bharat while bringing the herb to revive 
Laxman. So it would be very easy for him to go straight to the place where Bharat 
lived, as well as to recognize him. Besides this, Bharat too would easily recognize 
Hanuman after the latter formally introduces himself and reminds Bharat of their 
previous meeting by citing some part of its conversation in order to convince Bharat 
of his authenticity. No other member of the Lord’s company had this benefit with 
him; none knew Bharat personally, nor did Bharat know any one of them. 

Five, the Lord still had some time left in his hands before the exact time of 14 
years of forest exile ended; a full day’s time was still left (apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1). Lord Ram wished 
to use this time to visit sage Bharadwaj, as well as Nishad, his friend of the boatman 
community, which he did not do while heading straight to Ayodhya because he was in 
a hurry to reach it in case he missed the deadline of 14 years to the dot. By sending 
Hanuman to inform Bharat that the Lord had arrived, the fear of Bharat harming 
himself, should there be some delay while the Lord spent some time with sage 
Bharadwaj and Nishad, was dispelled. Once Hanuman tells Bharat that the Lord has 
actually arrived but has gone back to pay his respects to sage Bharadwaj and then 
meet Nishad before coming to Ayodhya, Bharat would not do anything reckless, for 
surely he would have no objection at the Lord going back for a while to meet his 
acquaintances and friends who stood him in good stead in the forest. 

Six, the Lord’s plane had approached the city of Ayodhya from the southern 
direction, roughly the same direction where Bharat had established his hermitage at a 
place known as Nandigram on the southern outskirts of the city, and had been abiding 
there for the last 14 years. As the Pushpak plane approached the city and hovered over 
the sky, Lord Ram could clearly perceive Bharat’s place, as well as the fact that 
everything appeared to be quiet and normal on the ground within the city itself; there 
were no hectic activities, which in turn meant that there was no cause of alarm and 
hurry to descend. Since one day’s time was still left in hand before the expiry of an 
exact period of 14 years, Lord Ram decided to use it more prudently by paying a visit 
to sage Bharadwaj and Nishad even as Hanuman goes to give an advance notice to 
Bharat of the Lord’s arrival. ] 


Ta VATA MATT TTS LAT UY GIT FS TTS N 3 N 
art fates aia ast abet | areafa eft aft rR erat uv 
A ve af pa et ST ate fort wey et TENT N & UI 


turata pavanasuta gavanata bhaya'u. taba prabhu bharadvaja pahim gaya'u. 
3. 

nana bidhi muni puja kinhi. astuti kari puni asisa dinhi. 4. 

muni pada bandi jugala kara jori. cadhi bimana prabhu calé bahori. 5. 

No sooner had the Lord given him instructions then Hanuman went off on his 


mission. 
Meanwhile, Lord Ram went to meet sage Bharadwaj’. (3) 


The sage worshipped Lord Ram in a variety of ways, offering his prayers and 
obeisance to the Lord, as well as blessing him’. (4) 
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After their affectionate meeting, Lord Ram joined the palms of his hand in a gesture 
of reverence as he took his leave from the sage. 
The Lord boarded the plane once again and headed to his next destination. (5) 


[Note—'Sage Bharadwaj’s hermitage was situated at Prayag, the site of Triveni, the 
confluence of the three holy rivers Yamuna, Ganges and Saraswati. {Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, (a) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha no. 106; 
and (b) Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 44.} 

It means that after sending Hanuman on errand, Lord Ram ordered the plane to 
turn back and return to Prayag. 

An interesting observation is to be made at this juncture: The Pushpak plane 
had not landed yet; it was still airborne. It follows that after Lord Ram had instructed 
Hanuman to go to Bharat and tell him the good news that the Lord has arrived, 
Hanuman had gone on his assignment directly from the sky. We are aware of his 
ability to ‘fly’ or ‘cruise’ or ‘sail’ in the air, as he has done it in the past on at least 
two prominent occasions: once when crossing the ocean to search Sita, and the second 
time when he had gone to the northern mountains to bring the herb to revive Laxman 
who lay wounded in the battle-field of Lanka. This helped the Lord to order the plane 
to turn back mid-air, as it saved a lot of time, to fulfill his wishes to go and meet sage 
Bharadwaj and the chief of the boatman community, Nishad. 

We have read that the Lord instructed Hanuman to disguise himself as a young 
Brahmin; so what Hanuman must have done was to land at some distant from 
Bharat’s hermitage in Nandigram and transmute himself into a Brahmin before 
walking to the hermitage. If any guard stopped him and asked who he was, Hanuman 
would have told him that he has come to meet Bharat with an important message. 
Since he was in the physical form of a Brahmin, a form that is universally respected, 
no one would have questioned him further. It is in this way that Hanuman could have 
an easy access to Bharat. When they met, of course, Hanuman told Bharat who he 
actually was. 


?Sage Bharadwaj offered his prayers and obeisance to Lord Ram as the latter was the 
‘Lord of the world’, and he blessed the Lord because he was a very revered, a senior 
and an illustrious sage of great learning. 

When Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman had visited sage Bharadwaj on their way to 
the forest, at that time too the sage had done the same thing—he had worshipped the 
Lord, prayed to him, and blessed him. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, 
Doha no. 106 along with Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it.}] 


Sat Frere GAT WY SIT | Aa Aa He AT ATT G N 
Geant AT SF Ta Bat | SANS TS WY BTA AAT 9 N 


iham nişāda suna prabhu a'é. nāva nava kaham ldga bōlā'ē. 6. 
surasari naghi jana taba ayo. utaré'u tata prabhu ayasu payo. 7. 


Here, when Nishad heard that Lord Ram is arriving, he immediately sent out a 
message to all the members of the boatman community (of which he was the chief) 
and summoned them to assemble on the banks of river Ganges. (6) 
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The plane crossed the river Ganges and arrived on this side (where Nishad was 
waiting for the Lord). The plane was then ordered by Lord Ram to land on the bank of 
the river. (7) 


aa Atal Usit GET ag Wa OP ars aT N 
dite anita arta wa tim i deht aa afaa ari N e N 


taba sitam pūjī surasari. bahu prakara puni carananhi pari. 8. 
dinhi asisa harasi mana ganga. sundari tava ahivata abhanga. 9. 


Then Sita offered her worship to the holy river Ganges, the river of the gods 
(Surasarl) in various ways, and then prostrated at the feet of the deity of the river to 
pay her obeisance'’. (8) 


River Ganges, in a personified form, felt very happy, and blessed Sita profusely, 
saying: ‘Oh fair lady! May you be blessed with a happy married life for an eternal 
time.’ (9) 


[Note—'Sita had offered her worship to the deity of river Ganges on her way out to 
the forest and sought the deity’s blessings for protection and safety for herself, her 
husband Lord Ram, and her brother-in-law Laxman during their period of trial in the 
forest, promising the deity that she would come again to pay her respects to the latter 
on the return journey back to Ayodhya. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, 
Doha no. 103 along with Chaupai line nos. 2-8 that precede it. } 

It was one main reason why Lord Ram decided to turn back from Ayodhya to 
go to the same place to enable Sita to keep her vows made to the holy river. ] 


Ola Wel Mas Wate | areas ewe WA TE WHT I Lo N 
wale ated facies aeet tars taht at afer ae cat 1 gg M 
Vita ara facts tas | atte Sarg ferat Se TS N g 


sunata guha dhaya'u prémakula. aya'u nikata parama sukha sankula. 10. 
prabhuhi sahita biloki baidéht. paré'u avani tana sudhi nahim tehi. 11. 
priti parama biloki raghura'’l. harasi utha’'i liyo ura la'l. 12. 


As soon as Nishad (whose other name was “Guha”; “guha”) heard that Lord Ram has 
landed, he rushed forward to meet and welcome the Lord. He went near the Lord with 
emotions of extreme joy and happiness overwhelming him. (10) 


When he beheld Lord Ram along with Vaidehi (Sita), he felt so thrilled and 
exhilarated that he lost awareness of his body as he fell down on the ground before the 
Lord (to express his joy and show reverence for the Lord). (11) 
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When Lord Ram, the Lord of the Raghus (raghura'l), observed Nishad’s immense 
affection for him, the Lord became very emotional even as he lifted Nishad up from 
the ground and embraced him most lovingly’. (12) 


[Note—'A special bond of friendship and affection had developed between Lord Ram 
and Nishad. When the Lord was on his way to the forest, he reached Sringberpur 
where Nishad lived. There the two met, and Nishad, along with his entire family and 
friends, had offered his worship to the Lord, and given him sweet fruits and edible 
roots as refreshment. Nishad had kept vigil as Lord Ram and Sita slept under a tree 
during the night. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 87—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 92.} 

Though it is not clearly mentioned in the main Text of “Ram Charit Manas’ 
about till when Nishad accompanied Lord Ram into the forest, but in all probability it 
was till Chitrakoot. This would be evident on close analysis of the Text—for when we 
reach the point in the narrative of Lord Ram’s journey into the forest and his 
establishing a small hermitage at Chitrakoot, the Text says that Nishad returned home, 
and on the way he found Sumantra, the chief minister of Ayodhya who had brought 
Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman in a chariot on the instructions of king Dasrath, still 
somewhere near the banks of river Ganges, grieving for the Lord. It was here that 
Sumantra was left by Lord Ram as he crossed the river on a boat to reach the other 
side and continue with his onwards journey. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that precede Doha no. 142.} 


So, feat cea org Hor Pent Gas Wa Tate | 
Sot UTA AAT Set Pact A HC Ahr it R 
aa HA Ud Gast facies Farha Cant GT I 3 1 
ga AT TTA TA ATA TT TTA Ut K N 


chanda. 


liyO hrdayam lā'i krpa nidhana sujana rāyanř ramapati. 1. 
baithari parama samipa bujhi kusala so kara binati. 2. 

aba kusala pada pankaja biloki biranci sankara sebya je. 3. 
sukha dhama pUranakama rama namami rama namami tē. 4. 


Lord Ram—who is a veritable treasury of the glorious virtues of grace, mercy, 
kindness and compassion (krpa nidhana), who is an exemplary gentleman (Sujana), 
the Lord of the world (rayam), and Lord Vishnu, the divine husband of goddess 
Rama (also known as Laxmi; “ramapatl’)—picked up and clasped Nishad 
affectionately to his bosom. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Then the Lord made Nishad sit very close to him (signaling that the Lord treated 
Nishad as a dear friend), and asked the latter about his welfare. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Nishad replied, ‘Oh Lord! Now that I have seen the lotus-like feet of yours, feet that 
are served and worshipped by the creator Brahma and the concluder Shiva, everything 
is fine with me. (Chanda line no. 3) 
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Oh Lord Ram who is an abode of joy, happiness and bliss (sukha dhama), and who 
is a fulfiller of all wishes (pUranakama)! I repeatedly bow my head before your 
majesty (rama namami rama namami tē). (Chanda line no. 4) 


Ga tla stem Frave at gR ura Sal St ASAT & I 


afte qerdtera at wy Ale ae gT N & I 
Ge wa ART Wat WA Ue awe AeT 191 


aE farartent at fae AP arate War 2 N 


saba bhamti adhama nisada so hari bharata jyOm ura lā'iyō. 5. 
matimanda tulasidasa so prabhu moha basa bisara'iyo. 6. 
yaha ravanari caritra pavana rama pada ratiprada sada. 7. 
kamadihara bigyanakara sura sid'dha muni gavahim muda. 8. 


I am a lowly person by all accounts, but you are so gracious and kind that you have so 
affectionately embraced me as if I was like your own dear brother Bharat'.’ (Chanda 
line no. 5) 


[Goswami Tulsidas, the poet-saint who first penned the divine Story of ‘Ram Charit 
Manas’ as we know of it today, addresses himself and says—] 


“Oh Tulsidas! Say how stupid you are to have forgotten such a magnanimous and 
gracious Lord as Lord Ram (who had gone out of his way to show so much love for 
even a lowly person as a boatman, treating him as if he was very dear to him and 
elevating him to the same pedestal as his own brother Bharat).°” (Chanda line no. 6) 


This Story relating the life of Lord Ram who had slayed Ravana is spiritually 
purifying and elevating for the soul of a living being, for it grants a person the benefit 
of having eternal devotion for the holy feet of the Lord who is no one else but a 
personified form of the Supreme Being. (Chanda line no. 7) 


This divine Story helps to eliminate all worldly enemies such as Kaam (passions) etc. 
that torment a creature; it also blesses one with spiritual enlightenment and wisdom. 

This is why illustrious sages, the exalted gods and great mystics sing it most 
enthusiastically. (Chanda line no. 8) 


[Note—'When Bharat had gone to Chitrakoot to bring Lord Ram back to Ayodhya, 
Nishad had accompanied him. It was Nishad who had guided Bharat to the Lord’s 
hermitage. Nishad was also a witness of the most loving way Lord Ram had clasped 
Bharat to his bosom when the two brothers finally met. At that time, Lord Ram had 
embraced Nishad too. 

{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that 
precede Doha no. 198; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 203; (iii) 
Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 216; (iv) Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that 
precede Doha no. 225; (v) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 237—to Chaupai 
line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 239; (vi) Doha no. 240 along with Chaupai line nos. 
1-2 that precede it; (vii) Doha no. 241.} 
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So, all this memory was fresh in Nishad’s mind; he became overwhelmed with 
gratitude and thankfulness when he realized that Lord Ram took a special detour just 
to come and meet him. 


*Tulsidas warns himself never to forget Lord Ram, as he will never find any other 
Lord as gracious and kind as Lord Ram is. ] 


ao, Fat fara Tae & ata SB Gals Gas | 
fasta faster fah Frat refa ofS maa N 222 (R )N 
doha. 


samara bijaya raghubira kē carita jē sunahim sujana. 
bijaya bibéka bibhuti nita tinhahi dēhim bhagavana. 121 (a). 


Those wise gentlemen with good understanding and high intellect who hear this 
magnificent story of Lord Rughbir’s victory in the epic war (of Lanka) are always 
blessed by the Lord (Sri Ram) with the boon of victory in all the endeavours in their 
lives, as well as by the virtues of wisdom and attainment of worldly prosperity’. 
(Doha no. 121-a) 


[Note—'A similar idea is affirmed by the saintly crow Kaagbhusund in Ram Charit 
Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 120 while explaining the importance of the company of 
saints where the divine Story of Lord Ram is recited and discoursed upon. 

The great rewards that accrue to a spiritual seeker by hearing Lord Ram’s 
divine Story are elaborately enumerated in Ram Charit Manas at a number of places. 
Some of these are the following verses: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Uttar Kand, Doha no. 
128—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 129; Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 126; Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha no. 53; and (b) Baal 
Kand, from Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 31—to Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 33.] 


Oe haa Actas A alt ae Ferenc | 
STATA ATA AST ATT SAT ATTN NAL (FA) I 


yaha kalikala malayatana mana kari dékhu bicara. 
Sriraghunatha nama taji nahina ana adhara. 121 (b). 


[In this verse, Tulsidas addresses his own self and says—] 


‘Oh my Mana (i.e. my inner-self; my heart and sub-conscious mind)! Ponder over the 
matter wisely and patiently, and arrive at the unequivocal Truth yourself. The present 
age of Kaliyug is a veritable den of all sorts of sins, mischief, vices and other evil 
devices. In this spiritual quagmire, the only source of succour and solace for the 
trapped creature is to be found in the holy name of Lord Raghubir, which is “Ram” 
(pronounced as Raam; or ‘Ram’)’, for in all sooth and without gainsay there is no 
other way.’ (Doha no. 121-b) 
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[Note—'The great spiritual significance of the holy name of Lord Ram, i.e. the word 
“Ram”, especially with reference to Kaliyug, is detailed elsewhere in Ram Charit 
Manas. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, Doha no. 27 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 5-9 that precede it and Chaupai line no. | that follows it; and (b) Uttar Kand, 
Doha no. 103 along with Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede it; and Chaupai line nos. 
5-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 130. 

Meanwhile, a whole set of verses in Baal Kand of Ram Charit Manas are 
dedicated to extolling the glories of Lord Ram’s holy name: apropos—from Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 19—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
28.] 


[PAUSE 27 FOR A THIRTY-DAY RECITATION] 


Sta samakan Gach fern carat 
WS: MUM: HATA: | 
(OF HVS FAM) 


iti Srimadramacaritamanasé sakalakalikalusavidhvansané 
sasthah sopanah samaptah. 


(end of lanka-kanda) 


K K K K K K K K K KK 


--- To be continued in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Canto 7 --- 


4534 


About the Author 


Ajai Kumar Chhawchharia left home when he was approximately 29 years of age due 
to an inner call of his heart that told him to devote his life in the service of his beloved 
Lord God, Sri Ram. Worldly attractions did not enchant him at all. So, he didn’t 
marry, and after his father’s death he came and settled permanently in Ayodhya, the 
holy town in India associated with Lord Ram. 


Presently he works as an honorary manager of a world famous Kanak Bhavan Temple 
at Ayodhya, and spends his time writing in English so that the world can access the 
wonderful nectar of metaphysical, spiritual and devotional philosophy that is 
contained in Indian scriptures for which they are so renowned. 


His English Books published separately by a reputed publisher of India, the details of 
whom can be had by contacting the author on his email given below, include: (i) The 
series on ‘108 Upanishads’ in five volumes having eighteen parts, (ii) Veda Vyas’ 
‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ in two parts, (iii) ‘Devi Puran Ramayan’, (iv) Valmiki’s 
‘Adbhut Ramayan’, and (v) ‘Biography of Lord Ram’ based on Tulsidas’ books. 


Genre of Writing: Spiritualism, Philosophy, Metaphysics, Religious, Devotional and 
Theological. 


The author’s Books are available for order online both in ‘e-book’ format and ‘paper- 
back book’ format at following websites— 

(a) www.amazon.com (in their ‘kindle’ + ‘paper-back book’ versions), 

(b) www.pothi.com (in ‘paper-back book’ + ‘e-book’ versions), 

(c) www.draft2digital.com (in ‘e-book’ version). 


(A) List of Books that are currently available as mentioned above :- 


(A-1) (1) The Chariot of God: Dharma Rath; (2) OM and Naad; (3) YOGA—Its 
Practice and Philosophy according to the Upanishads; (4) Ram Geeta; (5) The 
Revelation of Creation—as envisioned in the Upanishads; (6) The Pentagon of 
Creation: As Expounded in the Upanishads; (7) The Triumvirate of Creation; (8) 
Maya: The Whirlpool of Delusions in Creation; (9) Surdas-Ram Charitawali; (10-a) 
The legend of Lord Shiva: Book | ‘Lord Shiva’s marriage with Parvati’; (10-b) Book 
2 ‘Lord Shiva’s Sacred Hymns’; (10-c) Book 3 ‘Shiva’s different names & their 
significance, Shiva Puran, Upanishads’; (11) the Mahavakyas of the Upanishads; (13) 
Lord Ram’s marriage with Sita (based on Tulsidas’ books “Ram Charit Manas”, 
“Janki Mangal”, “Ram Lala Nahachu” & “Geetawali’”, and sage Veda Vyas’ book 
“Adhyatma Ramayan”; (14) “Anthology of Sacred Hymns, Stotras & Mantras of Lord 
Ram”; (15) “Vairagya Shatkam” of king-sage Bhartrihari; (16) An Anthology of the 
Sanyas Upanishads-Parts 1 and 2; (17) “Kaag-Bhusund Ramayan” or the “Aadi 
Ramayan” based on Tulsidas’ Ram Charit Manas; (18) The Legendary Glory of 
Hanuman; (19) “Narad Bhakti Sutra’—Aphorisms for Devotion for God and the 
Principles of Love for the Lord; (20) “Shandilya Bhakti Sutra”—Aphorisms for 
Devotion for God and the Principles of Love for the Lord according to the illustrious 
sage Shandilya; (21) “Bhakti Sutra Mala”—A Garland of Spiritual Wisdom in the 


4535 


form of an Anthology of Aphorisms pertaining to Bhakti or devotion, love and 
affection for Lord God; (22) Glory of Lord Ram’s Holy Name, Sacred Mantras, 
Stotras & Hymns; (23) Saints and Non-Saints: Their Distinguishing Characters and 
Qualities; (24) A True Guru (Qualities, Importance and Need of a True Teacher, 
Preceptor, Guide and Advisor); (25) “Sundar Kand” of Ram Charit Manas; (26) The 
Story of Ravana and the Epic War of Lanka—Told in Slow Motion (based on, and 
will have the full relevant Text of, Ram Charit Manas, Adhyatma Ramayan, Anand 
Ramayan, Geetawali Ramayan, and Kavitawali Ramayan); (27) The Great Ancient 
Sages, Seers, Saints and Enlightened Kings of India; (28) The Metaphor of the Hansa 
in the Upanishads: The symbolism of a Grand Swan used to explain the wisdom of 
spiritual and metaphysical principles by the Upanishads. 


(A-2) Goswami Tulsidas Series: (1) ‘Dohawali’; (2) ‘Parvati Mangal’; (3) 
‘Kavitawali’; (4) ‘Janki Mangal’; (5) ‘Ram Lala Nahachu’; (6) ‘Geetawali Ramayan’; 
(7) ‘Vairagya Sandipani’; (8) ‘Vinai Patrika’; (9) ‘Barvai Ramayan’. 


(A-3) A full-blown English rendering of Tulsidas’ epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’, 
otherwise also known as the “Ramayana” according to Goswami Tulsidas. My 
English version of this Book is comprehensive and an elaborate one, as it runs into 
many thousands of pages that endeavour to explain each single verse of the Book 
‘Ram Charit Manas’ in fine detail from different perspectives, with the aid of 
explanatory notes and references. 


(A-4) Detailed English renderings, with explanatory notes and commentaries of the 
108 Upanishads classified according to the Vedic tradition = 6 volumes; 18 parts. 
[Vol. 1=Rig Veda Upanishads; Vol. 2= Sam Veda Upanishads; Vol. 3= Shukla Yajur 
Veda Upanishads; Vol. 4= Krishna Yajur Veda Upanishads; Vol. 5= Atharva Veda 
Upanishads; Vol. 6= Vedanta Concepts explained with specific references to the 
relevant Upanishads. 


(A-5) (i) English rendering of Adbhut Ramayan by sage Valmiki. 
(11) English rendering of Adhyatma Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas. 
(iii) English rendering of Devi Puran’s Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas. 
(iv) A Divine Biography of Lord Ram & Glory of Lord’s Holy Name. 


All the Author’s Books listed under (A-1, A-2 and A-3) are available as e-books and 
printed books on the internet at the following websites: (a) www.amazon.com; (b) 
www.draft2digital.com; and (c) www.pothi.com . 


(B-1) Further, Books listed under A-3, A-4 and A-5 are available in Printed Book 
format from a reputed Indian Publisher as follows: 
Name and contact of Publisher of above Printed Books listed under (B-2): 
Chaukhamba Publishing House, Delhi. [Sri Neeraj Gupta. ] 
Postal Address: 4697/2, Street no. 21-A, (HDFC Bank wali Galli), 
Ansari Road, Darayaganj, Delhi— 110002. 
Phone: Mobile (Neeraj Gupta}—+919811133683 
Office: 011-23286537; 011-32996391 
Email: chaukhambapublishinghouse@gmail.com 


chaukhamba_neerj@yahoo.com 


4536 


(B-2) The following Books of Goswami Tulsidas listed under A-2—viz. Vinay 
Patrika, Geetawali Ramayan, Kavitawali Ramayan, Dohawali, Parvati Mangal, Janki 
Mangal, Vairagya Sandipani, Barvai Ramayan, Ram Lala Nahachu, along with certain 
other Books (e.g. Upanishads Dedicated to Lord Ram, Shandilya Bhakti Sutra, Narad 
Bhakti Sutra etc.) are being published by the following Indian Publisher: 
Pratibha Prakashan, prop. Sri Radheyshyam Shukla, Delhi. 

Address: 7259/23, Ajindra Market, Prem Nagar, Shakti Nagar, Delhi 110007 

Mobile: +91-93508 84227; 

Landline phone: +91-114708 4852. 


Email: pratibhabooks1 @ gmail.com 


Contact details of Ajai Kumar Chhawchharia— 


Postal address:-36-A, Rajghat Colony, Parikrama Marg, P.O.—Ayodhya, Pin— 
224123, Distt. Ayodhya (Faizabad), U.P. India. 
Phone:—(India) +919451290400; +919935613060. 
Website: < www.tulsidas-ram-books.weebly.com > 
Email of Author: (i) < ajaichhawchharia@gmail.com > 
(ii) < ajaikumarbooks@gmail.com > 
Archive.org: < https://archive.org/details/@ajai_kumar_chhawchharia > 


Facebook ID < www.facebook.com/ajaikumarchhawchharia8 > 

Linkedin: < www.linkedin.com/AjaikKumarChhawchharia > 

Goodreads: 
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/991710.Ajai_Kumar_Chhawchharia 


